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PIR LE Epa 6. -E, 


HE period at which our undertaking com- 
mences, is, in every view of it, interefting and 
important. The contefts with France and Spain, the 
continuation of the American war, the {tate of Ireland, 


the County Affociations, and various other objects, 
have furnifhed abundant matter for parliamentary dif- 
cuffion and debate, which we have endeavoured to 


difplay with perfpicuity, copioufnefs, and impartiality. 


Though our work will coalefce perfectly well with 
the accounts of former years given in any other pub- 
lication of the fame kind, we have thought proper to 
premife, a Short Review of the Principal Tranfactions 
of the prefent Reign. This will ferve to recall the 
leading events of it to mind, and to connect the whole 
of it with the hiftory of 1780. 


We truft, that there is no part of the prefent de- 
fiyn, in which the marks of attention and diligence 
will not be difcovered, ‘The Mifcellaneous collection, 
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in particular, exhibits a number of valuable and en- 
tertaining articles, and at the fame time refle&ts credit 
on the writings of the year, which have been capable 
of furnifhing fuch a fund of inftruction and amufe- 
ment. The hiftories of Domeftic and Foreign Literature 
are conftructed on a plan, which, we hope, will ob- 
tain the public approbation. In the latter article, we 
have not attempted to mention every work that may 
be thought to have merit, but fuch only the account of 
which would probably be acceptable to the generality 
of our readers. | 


It is poffible, that, in a new undertaking, fome 
things may be obferved that are capable of improve- 
métnt. Any remark of that kind that occurs to our- 
felves fhall not be neglected; and any hints that are 
fuggefted by others, fhall be confidered with attention, 
It is our ambition, and will be our endeavour, to give 
all the perfection to the work which is in our power, 
and to render it deferving of the fupport and en- 
couragement of the Public. 
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CON TEN T S. 


A SHORT Review of the Principal Tranfadions of the profent 
y . Reign. — a nie A 


BRITISH AND FOREIGN HISTORY. 


CH A P. I, 


Obferwations on the State of Public Affairs, previous tothe Meeting of Parliament. 
Grievances of Ireland. Speech from the Throne. Addreffes and Amendments 


1e . moved for in both Houfes, with the confequent Debates. I 

i CoH A P. II. 

y Debate in the Houfe of Peers on the Affairs of Ireland, in Confequence of a 

‘e Motion of the Earl of Shelburne. Obfervatio ns made in the Houfe of Coma 
mons, on granting a Supply for the Navy Eflimates. Attempt by Mr. Hartley 

i. to bring ond an Accommodation beteveen Great Britnin and Ameri ica, wrth the 
Declarations of Lord North on that Subjec?. Mr. Hartley's Calculations rela 

ec tive to the State of Finances, the accumulated and increafing Expences of ihe 

I War, and the National Debt. -—~ _ 14 

2 
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pees in the Houfe of Commons on the Affairs of —_ d, in Confequence of a 
Motion of the Earl of Upp per Offory. A Motion niade in the Houfe of Peers 
by the Duke of Richmond, for an Addrefs to bis Majeh , recommending a Re- 
formation of the Civil Lift E apenditure, swith the confequent Debates. Debate 
in the Houfe of Commons on the Army Eftimates. —_— 24 


CHAP  iIV, 


The Propofitions of Lord North, refpefing Ireland, fated and enforced by him in 
> the Houfe of Commons. They are agreed to by the Houfe. The Reception they 
¥ met with from the Parliament of Ireland, An Ad for the Relief of that 
} Kingdom paffis both Houfes, and receives the Royal afjent, —- 37 
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CH A,?P. V. 


Debate in the Houfe of Commons on a Motion of the Earl of Shelburne, ré- 
lative to the Arnsy Extrdordinaries. Mr. Barke gives Notice of his Inten- 

) 
tion to lay before the Houfe of Commons a Plan for retrenching the Public 


E wpences, Debate on the Efima wes of the Ordnance. Recefs. 43 
CH A P. VI. 


National Alarm on Account of the great E-xpences occafioned by the American 
War. Refolutions of the City of London. Public Meeting of the Free- 
holders of the County of York. Agree to petition the House of Commons 
jor a Refo mation of the Public Ex xpenditure, and to Ifa sblifh a Committee 
‘of Corre/ponde NCls E Neel j of Mr. Smelz’s Speech at the Yorkshire Meeting. 
Other [Counties and Af ociations copy the Example of the County cf York, 
Memoria Pcp) by Deputies fr In fev wral Counties, Cities, and Towns, 


TCOIMIMENMNG @ Plan of National Affect tation. =. —= 49 


Cal A. P. VIL. 


State of Great Britain with regard to foreign Powers. France. Spain. 
Holland. Di/putes beteween that Republic and Great Britain. Conduct of 
the States re/peing Paul Fones, and his Capture of the Serapis aud Coun- 
tefs of Scarborough, Seizure of the Dutch Ships, under the Convoy of 
Count Byland, by Commodore Fielding. The King’s Declaration to treat 
FHoliand as a neutral Power. Rufia. PASE of the Emprefs to the 
belligere nt Powers, and her Fnvitation to the Powers not at War to engage 
in an Armed Neutrality. — _—~ — 56 


S 8 21g VIII. 


Captures made ty Sir Hyde Parker ia the Wel Indies. Sir George Brydges 
Rodney tates a farce Spa i) Convey, and afterwards defeats ive Span fp 
} Cet weaer f cr (2 % rand ‘ , )) a fuai de Langara. Actio 4 in i He Ww eft 


indus between fome Eughjh and French Men of War uyder the Command 
ef Commodore Cornsvailis, and of Monf. de la Mothe Picguet. Exgage- 
ments in the Weft tndies betcveen the Knglilb under the command of Admiral 
Rodney, and the French Ficet under the Count de Guichen. A punclion 
formed between the French and Spani/b Fleets near the Ifland of 1 Yominicas 
din unlvcce{sful Attempt made by the Spaniards to burn the Eng lifh Sb ipping 

a? Gibraltar. Several Prizes taken hy the ate T he pallan nt Beli 
anour of the Cupeain of La Beile Poule. be Eoft and Woh India 01 

ewerd bound Fieets taken by the combined he of France and Spain. Otier 


, ig 
be wale fi 2ulTiers. —_— — 


_ + 64 
C&A EE IX. 


State of Afairs in America, at the Clie 


ee fe of the Year 1779, and the Com- 
MENCOIMENE af the var 1780. Sir idenry Clinton seas! Admiral Arbuthnot 
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fation. An intenfe Froff at New York, in Confequence of which all Come 
munications with that City, by Water, are entirely cut of. The Inhabite 
ants of the City armed in its Defence. Un/ucce/s sful Attempts of the Ame- 
ricans upon Staten-Ifland. General Clinton requires the Inhabitants of South 
Carolina to take up Arms againft the Congre/s. Slaughter of the Americans 
at Wacfaw. An Academy of Arts and Sciences eftablifbed in Maffaclufett’s 
Bay. Refolves of the Congre/s. — 70 





CH A P.: X. 


Meeting of Parliament after the Recefi. Debates occafioned by another Bill 


brought in by the Minifter i in Favour of Ireland. Petition from the County 
of York prefented to the Houfe of Commons by Sir George Saville. Debates 
in the Houfe of Peers, octafioned by a Motion of the Earl of Shelburne, for 
appointing a Committee of Members of both Houfes of Parliament, to exa- 
mine into the public Expenditure, amd to proriote a Retrenchment of it. 77 


C H A P. XI. 


Petition prefented to the Houfe of Commons from the Planters, Merchants, and 


other Perfons interefled in the INand of famaica. Debates thereupon. De- 
bates on the Jame Subje int. Hou/e of Peers. A Plan of Reform in the 
Conftitution of feveral Parts of the public Occonomy laid before the Houfe of 
Commons, by Mr. Burke. Leave given for Four Bills to be broi gh ing 
3% Purfuance of that Plan. — ems 89 


C H A P XII. 


A Commiffion of Accounts, in order to reduce the Public E apenditur ¢, recome 


id 


mended to the Houfe w Commons, by Colonel Barré. The Minifler concurs 
in the Propofition, and declares his Sentiments on that Subje. Debate on 
a Motion of Sir G eorge Saville, for addreffing his Maye Ry to lay before the 
Houje an Account of” all Penfions granted by the Crown. ‘An Amend- 
ment propofed by Lord North, which is agreed to by the Houfc. One of Mr. 
Burke’s Bills for a general Re sform in the public Oeconomy read the firft 
Time. Supplies granted for the ordinary and extraordinary Services of the 
Navy. 103 








C H A P XIII. 


The Thanks of both Houfes of Parliament voted to Admital Rodaty, for his fige 


nal and important Services. Lord North gives Notice of his Defign to bring 
in a Bill for appointing a Commiffion of Accounts. Mr. Barke’s Bill for a 
Reformation of the Public Expenditure read a fecond Time. Debate on a 
Motion for its Commitment the following Day. The Minifier makes a Re- 
quifition to the Houfe of uprvards of Twenty Millions for the Jervice of the 
curvent Year, to which the Houfe agrees. Ways and Means propofed for 
raifing thefe Supplies. An Account of the Imprefs Service, for the Year 17 79, 
ordered to be prepared, Debate on a Motion of the Earl of Shelburne, to 
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addrefi his Majefy, to inquire into the Caufes of the Removal of the Marquis 
of Carmarthen from the "Lieutenancy of the Eaft Riding of Yorkfbire, and the 
Earl of Pembroke from 'the Lieutenan: cy of the County of Wilts. 1i4 


> .2- A..F XIV. 


Dehate in the Honfe of Commons on the Right of Parliament to interfere in the 
, 

fe xper nature of the Civil 1 if. Debate on the fir Cl aufe of Mr. Burke's 
Bil il, relating foal ol. ‘ifbing o the Off We of t/ bird Secretary of St ae, or Secretary of 
State for the Colonies, The C lanje rejected, ~— 126 


© A: &. x 
Debate in the idonfe of Peers on a Moti fon maile By, the Earl of Efingham, for 


laying before that Houfe a Lif of fuch Members of it as enjoyed any Place, 
Penjion, 01 ma ea nt. Debate in as Hou of Commons, on Lord North’s 
Mosion for Leave to iyi ing in @ Bill for <a B a Commifion of 
Accounts. Debate on the Claufe in Mr. Burke's Bill for abelifbing the Board 
of Trade and Plantations. ; The ata declares dts den tments CONCETHING 


r> 


Riel tof the Tlouje to inquire into the E xpenditure of the Civil L ift, the 
y Petitions, and the Influem cof the Crown. The Mayority, in a Com- 

mittee of the whole Houfe, vote for the Abolition of the Board of Trade and 

Plantations. New Taxes propofed by the Minifter, and agreed to by the 


Hou/e. ————— ny 33 


CHAP. XVI. 


Charge exhibited againfi Lord North, by Mr. Temple Luitrell, of corrupt 
P; raltices in the Borough ef Milbourn Port. - Minifier is acquitted by the 
Henfe. A Duel fe: she betwee een the Earl of Shelburne and Mr. Fullarton, in 
Co nfequence of E vprefi ms t/ ron out In @ Porfwene fary Debate. Sundry 
Claujes in Mr. B urke’s Bill, for abolifbing certain Offices i in the Royal Hou/e- 
hold, re 0 wd. Deb Dale occas oned by a Mo: 10n of t} M: nifter relative to the 
Eat India Company. Lord North's Bill, for app inting Commiffioners of the 
public Accounts, read the firf? Time. Obfervations = ide i tit the Hox ile of ‘Con 

vons, relative to Members engaging in Duels fi for Eapreffions 


ufed in Parlia- 
rR wlary Debate. ee ne 


S & *& 2, XVII. 


Tle Houle of Commons refolved into a Committee, in order to take into Con* 
file ration the Petitions of the People. A Motion of Mr. Dunning, thas 
the Influence of the Crown had increafed, was increafiug, and ought to be 
ddimin rt afier a long Debate, agreed to by a Mayor: ty of the Houfe. 
The Hou/e aifo referer, in Confequence of another Motion of the fame Gen- 
tleman., that it ques competent to that Houje to inguire into, and to correct 
Abn/es in the Exe uditure of the Civil Lif Revenue, whenever it fbould 


power 
see ’ 
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fcem expedient to the Wifdom of that Honfe fo to do. Anoth r Refolution 
agreed to, relative to the Duty of. the Houfe.to provide imm te ? -drefS 
of the Abufes complained of in the Petitions, Other Motions made by Mr. 
Dunning, and agreed to by the Houfe. 148 








CH A EB XVIII. 
Debate in the Houfe of Peers on the CoatraSors Bill. The Bill is rejeed 


by that Houfe. Debate in the Houfe of Commons on a Motion made by Mr. 
Dunning, that an Addrefs foould be prefented to his Majefty, requefiing that he 
evould not diffolve the Parliament, nor prorogue the prefent Seffion, until proper 
Mea/ures Should have been taken by that Houfe to remedy the Grievances come 
plained of by the People. Debate in the Houfe of Peers on a Motion of the 
Duke of Richmond, for an Inquiry into the State of Defence of Plymouth, at 
the Time when the Elects of France and Spain were on the Coaft. Several 
Claufes in Mr. Burke’s Billrejected. The Minifier’s Bill for a Commiffion of 
Accounts paffid into a Law. A Motion made by General Conway, for 
Leave to bring in a Bill for quieting the Troubles in the Britifh Colonies in 
Americas The Motion-rejedied. Debate in the Houfe of Peers on a Mo- 
tion of the Farl of Shelburne, for addreffing bis Mayefly, that he would 
caufe to be laid before that Houfe fundry State Papers, relative to Tranfaétions 


with the Neutral Powers. —— —--- — 155 


CH A & XIX. 


Rife of the Proteflant Afnciation. Lord George Gordon becomes their 
’Prefident, and prefents their Petition to the Houfe of Commons. Obfer« 
mations on the Riots and Conflagrations that enfued in the Metropolis. 
The Duke of Richmond gives Notice, in the Houfe of Peers, of his Defign 
to bring in a Bill for annual Parliaments, and a_ more equal Reprefentation 
of the P cople. Debate occaftoned Ly the E-mployment of the Military in the 
Suppreffion of the Riots. Sir George Savile's Bill, for preventing Perfjons pro- 
feliing the Romifh Rel ‘gon from educating the Children of Proteflant fy rejecled 
by the Houle of Lords. Diffolution of the Parliament, 169 


CBA P. XX. 


Difficulties of the American Congrefs occafioned by the Depreciation of their 
Paper Currency. Anniverfary of American Independence celebrated at Phi- 
ladelphia. A large Body of French Troops, under the Command of the 
Count de Rochambeau, landed at Rhode L/land, Viélory obtained by Earl 
Cornwallis over General Gates in South Carolina. Gallantry and Adivity 
of Lientenant-Colonel Tarleton, Unfuccefsful Expedition in the Ferfeys, 
Mrneld deferts the Service of the Congres. Execution of Major Andre, 

Adjutant, 
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Adjutant General to the Britifh Army. Arnold made a Brigadier General 
in the Roval Service, and publifhes an Addrefs to the Inhabitants of America. 
Capture of Mr. Laurens, late Prefident of the Congre/s, and bis Commit- 


y) 


ment to the Tower of London. Rupture wut ; Holland. _ 177 


PRINCIPAL OCCURRENCES. 


Account of an Engagement between Admiral Roduey’s Fleet and that of Don 
Juan de Langara, — eee — (16) 
Account of the Succ efs of the Spaniards azainf? ihe 'D nglifh in Weft Fiorida; 
From the London Gazxcite, ( 32) 
Tranfactions relative to the Royal Army at New-York, in Letters from Genes 
ral Anyphan len, (Ee. : — —— (39) 
Particular Avcount of the Rife and Prozre/s of the Riots in the City of London, 
of the Demoi:tion of the Rom ) Chape Is, and of the Nuw "ers killed and 
wounded by the Military on that Occafion, -- -—— (15)—(54) 

, South Carolina (5 5) 

Karl Cornwallis’s Account ef the FV idtory obtained by him over General Gates’s 








. : . . ; a » “ » 
Sir Henry Clinton's Account of the taking of Charizs-town, 





Army near Camden, in South Carolina, (72) 
Several Accounts of the dreadjul Hurricanes in the Weft Indies,  — (78) 
Aes of Parliame it fy led ji om Now. 20, 1 779, %0 Fuly 8, I 780, (Str) 
Berv m the 4 ca 1790, —_—_ a ee (82) 
Marriages, OLLIE _—--—~ (83) 
P» er 0s 2 

ror [OM s, — -- ~ orm - (86) 
oh 
dD. BPS, ae es ——— (89) 
rv 8BLiI C rA FF ER & 
His J faye ys Speer A 99 both Ho of Parliament, on the 2° of November, 
1779» Se ———e (94) 


fy — (95) 
Tie skidrefiof the Hoxfe of I ‘ef, (95. 

Hr} s of _ Lloufe of os is to fs Mazefy, ; oni (g6) 
/ p yy tie i COTS, C7 IO% Arseclion of Lord § elburne’s Motion, Ted “ary 
‘/ J ,? el . * * ’ vi a ;? py ) } ’ , (97) 
Lee fs ctition of the Grentiemen, Ga vv, and Preevolders of the County of i ork, 

te the Houfe of Common —- . 





. ’ (101) 
4 f revere j _ - — a aia ° » ’ . 
res oe ef he Mayor and DP reelfes of the Town and County of Notting- 
an, in Common Conc ajlenbled, to the House of Commo , a (ibid.) 
> ; . - » > Oe : . — ; ; 
I rc ; if ef St re of ive Noe lemen, Gentlemen, aad i reebolders of Hert fordfhire, 
—_—_—_—_—_——— euases ‘ a ” 
or are (103) 
? ¥ Fall . ’ , . — . . 
fi 4 fos Jom ¢ ef it’ N OUCIMEN, Ge selower » a ed Kp ceholtey “7 f , Ie Connty of 
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Memorial of the Deput ies from feveral Counties, Cities, and Towns ia FE gland, 
containing Rea/o ns for a Pian of National Affociation, v a (104) 
Circular Letter ordered to be annexed to the Rejolutions, (Sc. of the Meeting of 





Deputies, 
The Reprejentation and Petition of the Planters, ater hants, and other Per 
fons in! terete: d im the fla i Of Fa uuaica, to the Houfe of Commens, (icg) 
E mpre f5 of *R: u fT a’ 5 Me: morial to the Sates ae ral, —- (t ) 
Dec laration of t » BK mprefs ¢ Sf Ke Ru Gia, fo the Courts of London, of Ve V@l lle Js 
and of Mad id. —_——— oe ( I! 2) 
Anjwer of the French King to the Declaration of the Empre/s of Ruffiay 
— (114) 
Anfuver of his Britannic Mayefy to the Declaration of the E-mpre/s of Ruffia, 
— — — (115) 

Declarat ion of the King of Denmark and Norway, to the Courts of London, 
i fail le S, ana ) Ma. rid —— ( I 16) 
Declaration of the King of Sxveden to the fame Courts, — (117) 
Explanation which the Court of S:veden has demanded, relative to the Propeo- 
fal which the Court of Rufia has made for the reciprocal Pratection and Na- 


_— wren = ( LO 











aigation of their Su by eds, —_- -_-—-— (118) 
Anfwer 3 to the C. ourt of Rr uff, — ee (1 19) 
Ni 20) tal pref "fed to the oO és Gene: y al hy wir hyp 7 ‘Cy _ ( I 20) 
Zreaty of Amity and Commerce betiveen the Repubi nT * Holland and the United 

States of Ancria, ~---——+--— — (1215) 
Papers which were communicated by Sir F Yeph Yorke, F exprofs Orders from 

the ted his Mafer, to bis Serene Hiehnefs the Prince Stadtholder, and 

avhicd re taken out of Mr. Laurens’s Trung, —_— (129) 
Memorial Prof nted to the States-General by Sir i) eph Yorke, -- (141i) 
Ma rifefto a aALcanft » Hol. ‘aint ee — { t42) 


Letter from C unt Welderen to Lord Stormont — =—s (145) 
Letter f ON je ? “it Sto) piont lo Count i} c bike re 5 ened ( ] 16) 


Proceedings + of a Board of General Officers, held by Order of General Wafh- 
ington, Commander in Chicf of the Arn of the United States of Am erivay 
refpecling Ma or Fobn A nh e, y i tanteloen ral of the brit ) LLITTNVs 4 Sepe 
tember 29, 1780, — — ibid.) 

General Arnola’s Addrefs to the dubadbitants of America, after having abandoned 
the Service of the Ce or Sy ——-s -- (155) 

Min Account of the Difiribution of the Sum of 1,000,c00l. granted to his Ma- 
jehy to defray any extraordinary Expences incurred, or io be incurred, on 

cunt of Militar; ServK es for [H% l ear 1779) —= ( 160) 

Protef? of the Lords, on the 6th of Alarch, 1780, —_— (16r) 

Prote/t of the Peers againfl the Rejetlion of the Contractors Bill, April 14, 
1750, —_———.- — (163) 


Athi Add of’ £0 } the > B. a lif's, Aldermen, and B uy. gelje , @ FE asi ? Retford, hy S a Ci et l 
Vi ray, — _ (164) 
Lh hi fy c/s lo the Gentlemen, Clergy, and I ? Ce hol, r. x of t/ Fd Couahy or V0» ey hy 
Sir Georg ¢ Savile, eae ae) \ 169) 

- is , . ‘/? ye ° 
Extraéis fi OM” Mr. Burke's Letter to a Mem b YP 6 f the Trifh Parliament, in 
Vindication of bis Condud, aud that of other Gentlemen exgazed in Oppo- 
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fition in England, with Refpe to Irifo Affairs, dated Fanary 1, 1780, 
(173) 
Parliamentary Supplies, and Ways and Means, for 1780, (181) 











BIOGRAPHICAL ANECDOTES AND 
CHARACTERS. 


Anecdotes of Mr. Garrick, from Mr. Davies’s Memoirs of that celebrated 
Alor — ane ~~ [1] 
Ane dotes and Theatrical Charai r of Mrs. Woffington, from the fame 
Work, -— — -- — fir] 
Anecdotes and Theatrical Charafer of Mrs. Pritchard, from the fame 
Work, — — — — [13] 
Some y of the Life and Writings of the late Alexander Monro, fen. 
M.D. F. be S. from the Harveian Oratio 1, delivered at Edinburgh, for the 
Tear 178¢ , by Andrews Duncan, M.D. -— _- [16] 
Anicdotes oe * Treen sy from Mrs. Dobjon’s Literary Hiffory of the Trou- 
badours, = -—- [22 
Sketch of the Life and CharaHer of General Wafkingto otOit, Fh publi ed in 
Am ‘Tid, — om — [2 9] 
Anecdotes of Mr. Worteey Montague, from Dr. Moore’s View of Society and 
Manners in Italy, — — ous [33] 
Anecdotes of Count Albany, from: the fa me Work, — (35 
Aneceotes of dir Fame: Thornhill, 4 Sr m Mr, Walpole’s Anecdotes of Painting ae 
Fngland, Fol. WV. an Poth (37) 
Anecdotes of Mr. Richardfon, the Painter, from the Jame, — {38} 
Anecdotes of Ry fbr: ch, fhe 7 Son (ary, from | 1/ é Janie, — 40] 
Ch sah of Cardinal Beaton, from Dr. Stuarts Hf. flory of the Reformation of 
An beg: in Scotland, — a i [42] 
ci f Jame 5 J’, Ang of Sei tland, from the fa ne Work, [43] 
Dharaller of Lord Yams Stuart, from the fame Werk, — [aa] 
Some Anecdotes of the Neg tation between the late Dr. Br own and the Court of 
R [ia, relative to his engaging in a Plan of E ducation to be ad opted in that 
Em} ie from the fecond F elume of the new and eni larged Editio n of the Biogra- 
ph 


i b feud Medy ou —_ mamnaeees (ib: d. ] 


MANNERS OF NATIONS. 


‘ *- 4. 
Some Accow nt of the Manners of the V eneti 1ans, from Dr. Moore's View of 


Se : ty cts Ma» 7? ers TP lt ai Ys Ga Seed —_—_ 52 ] 


— hae wnt Sm Mam me? s .* the Ne. tholi fans > trom the Jame Work, <4] 
diccownt of ihe Manners and Cufloms of the Inhabitants of the Fox Iands, lately 


@;/ fea } , f/ é R: Sh: "a " wnt 
it iy Srom Co xe"s Account of ihe Ruffian Difcoveries, between 
Ahad and Peliviai icy — —o 
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ING George the Second concluded his days on the twenty- 
fifth of O¢tober, 1760, witha glory not ufual to princes, and 
eipecially to thofe who have reigned for many years, and died at 
a very advanced age. His abilities, if not of the firft rate, were re- 
{fpeétable, and his virtues rendered him the obje& of general efteem. 
There was a moderation in his political temper and conduét 
which fuited to the government of a free people ; and during the 
whole of his reign, his fubjects enjoyed as great, if not a greater 
portion of happinefs than is common to nations. 

But it was not folely, or principally, owing to thele things that 
he went out of the world with fo much luftre. A confiderable part 
of his reign had nota little been difturbed with political difputes : 
and events had happened both foreign and domeftic, which were 
fufficiently mortifying, and which, at times, affected his popularity. 
In the war that was concluded by the treaty of Aix la Chapelle, he 
had not been fuccefsful; and, during the courfe of that war, his 
throne had been fhaken by a rebellion, which, however, ferved, in 
the end, to render it more firm, and to manifeft to him the real af- 
feétion of the great majority of his people. His natural attachment 
to Hanover, which was believed to havean undue influence upon 
his negotiations and engagements on the continent, had been a re- 
peated fubject of complaint: and the commencement of the war, 
in which the kingdom was involved at his deceafe, had been attend- 
ed with feveral difagreeable events. The principal circumftances that 
{pread tuch aglory ‘around him at his death, were the victories with 
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which his latter years had been crowned ; and which were owing 
to a creat minifter, who had been forced upon him, much againitt 
his will, by the voice of the public; but to whom when he had. 
been obliged to receive him, he gave his full confidence and fup- 
port. ‘The fpirit and abilities of this man, wach bore down all 
oppofition both atcourt and in parliament, which cari ied the nation 
along with him, and intuteda noble emulation ito our naval and 
military commanders, had raifed the britiih name and empire to 
the hichett degirce of {plendor, power, and political unportance, 
In this ftate of the dignity and happinedfs of Great Britain, and in 
the midit ofa fuccefsful war, King George the Third mounted the 
throne. To fucceed to the crown in fuch a fituation, was in itfelf 


a peculiar advantage, befides which there were many circumftances 
thatconcurred to recommend the voung monarch to the univertal 
affection of his fubje&s. “he time of his lite, having now attained 


he full ave of manhood, beine in lis twenty-third year, naturally 
the full age year, ; 


created a prejudice in his tavour; and this prejudice was jultly in- 
creafed by the decency and regularity of his manners, and by the 


polletiion and the promite of many engaging virtues. ‘There wa " 
likewite, adifpofition in all parties to unite in fupport of his govern. 
ment: forthe attachment to the Stuarttamily was almoli worn out; 
and thofe who retained the principles which had heretofore ex- 
cluded them from the preferments of the court, hoped that former 
ditinctions would now be abolilthed. Even the circumftance of the 
king's being a native of this country contributed nota little to his 
popularity. | his, initielf, to a thinking mind, will appear a matter 
of no great moment; and efpecially when itis confidered that fome 
ot our beit princes have been of foreign birth. However, in the 
enthufiatm naturally attendant on anew reign, it was likely to have 
its effect; and accordingly, it was artfully enough laid hold of, to 
captivate the minds of the people. ‘he language, uled by his ma- 
jeity in his fpeech to his parliament, ‘* born and educated in this 
* country, 1 glory in the name of Briton,” though it might almoft 
feem to convey arefiection on our preceding monarchs, was repeated 
in rapture through the land; and was echoed back to the throne 
in many of the addreiles, which, a cording to cuitom, are pre- 
fented trom every quarter, ona frefh fucceilion to the crown. 
The inftant of the king’s accetlion was diftinguitfhed by the Earl 
of Bute’s being (worn of the privy council, in conjun@ion with his 
royal highnefs the Duke of York. This, perhaps, was no more 
than what might be expeéted, and, indeed, what ought to be done, 
trom the tation which his lordihip had held, as groom of the ftole, 
about his mayjcity’s perfon, when prince of Wales. Neverthelefs, 
{peculative men would attend to it; and others would be looking up 
toa nobleman, who had been always underftood to have creat 
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influence at Leicefter-houfe, and who would probably a:nfe to 
the plenitude of power. 

The firtt pt oceedings of the new reign did not indicate any great 
purpotes of change in the meatures ot government. lhe king de- 
clared his refolution of p rofecuting the war with vigour, and of 
fupporting his allies; and public affairs continued app: arently to be 
manaved by Mr. Pitt, in connection with the Duke ot Neweaftle 
and his party. ‘Ihe only confiderable alterations that happened 
were the dilplacing of the Karl of Holdernetic, in a few months, 
to make room for Lord Bute’s being introduced into the refponfible 
office of fecretary of flate; and the removal of Mr. Legge, from 
the potts of under-treafurer and chancellor of the exchequer, The 
diimiffion of Mr. Legge, who was an excellent minilter of finance, 
and in high efteem with the public, gave occafion to tome {pecu- 
Jation and diffatista&tion. It was imputed, at the time, though 
without any jult ground, to fome dilputes having arilen between 
hi m al id Mr. Pitt concerni iy the fupplies neceilary for the fervice 

the year. The real caule of his removal was the difguit he had 
excited at Saville-houle in the preceding reign, by refufing to re- 
fro) his own pretenfions to the repre ‘tentation of the county of 
Hants, in or hee to give way to Sir Simeon Stuart. This facrifice 
had been urged upon him by Lord Bute, fupported by the authority 
of the Prince of Wales; and when the tranfaétio n came to be 
known, it was much infifted upon as an indication of a difpofition 
not favourable to Whiggifm. 

Not long after his m: ajefty” s acceffion, a bill was pafled which 
was very popular, and honourable to government; andthat was, the 
act for extending the independence of the judges. The king himfelt 
went tothe houte, and ina ipeech to his parliament, reccommended 
the sonidernion of this object. It had been enacted, in the reig: 
of William the Third, that the judges fhould hold their commi- 
fions during their good behaviour; a wife provifion which pre- 
vented their being removable, as had heretofore been the cafe, at 
the will of the fovereign. However, it was teilk underttood that 
their o ffices were determined at the demile of the crown, or atthe 
expiration of fix months afterwards. By the prefent bill, their com. 
miffions were rendered perpetual, during their good behaviour, not- 
withftanding any fuch demile. We have re eafon to believe that Sir 
Michael ot ter, a at that time one of the juftice ‘+s of the King’s Bench, 

and a zentleman of eminent legal abilities, confidered this act as 
unneceflary it being his opinion that the defign of it was virtually 
included in the aé&t of King William. But, upon the whole, it was 
thor — better, and we imagine wilely, that the matter fhould be 
fettled by the expret{s ttatute. 

The many arrangements and rezulations that neceffarily teke 
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place on a new reign, and the public ceremonies to which it gives 
birth, ferve to excite the attention, and even to increate the loyalty 
and affection of the people. Befides the common circumitances 
which contributed to the {plendor ot his majefty’s acceflion to the 
crown, this {plendor was not a little increaled by his marriage It 
was an event, likewife, in itfelf fingularly happy. The invariably 
exeellent charaéter of the queen, whilit it hath fecured the king’s 
perfonal felicity, hath obtained for her the univertal efteem ot the 
nation; and the numerous race of princes and princefies with 
which the roval nuptials have been bletied, will, we truit, add 
ornament and fupport to the throne, and afford farther itability to 
the general welfare. “The admirable pattern fet by their majetties 
in private life cannot be too greatly applauded, Whatever may be 
thought of the adminiftration of public affairs, every friend to his 
country mutt regret, that fuch an example of good order, fidelity, 
virtue, and domeftic harmony, hath been fo little followed by 
thofe who ought to have looked up to it with reverence and emu- 
lation. 

Whilft the attention of the court was fo much employed by the 
marriage and coronation of the king and queen, and by other ob- 
jeéts of ceremony and regulation, the great national concerns were 
not neglected. The war, under the auipices of Mr. Pitt, was car- 
ried on with its ufual vigour; though the events of 1761, were not 
altogether io {plendid as thofe which had taken place in the two 
preceding vears. Belleiile, the largett of the iflands belonging to 
the French Kingin Europe, was taken; and the reductionof Pondi- 
cherry almott totally dettroyed the power of that monarch in the 
joaft Indies. In the Weft Indies, Dominica was added to the ac- 
quifitions we had already made in that part of the world. 

But, notwithitanding the fuccefs of our arms, the reftoration of 
peace began to be a very defirable object. The large expences of 
the hoflilities carried on by us in different quarters of the globe 
were felt by the public ; though the amazing extent and proiperity 
of our commerce rendered them far lefs burthenfome than they 
would otherwife have been, ‘Vlic drains of men and money ocea- 
tioned by the German war and our continental connections, were 
particularly complained of; and by degrees excited much diflatif- 
taction. ‘The inconfiftency of Mr. Pitt's conduét, in this re{pect, 
with his former profeifions, became a ticquent topic of declama- 
non; and it was urged in {fo powerful a manner, as to make adeep 
impreflion on the minds of great numbers of perions. In 1761, the 
belligerent powers appeared fincerely defirous of coming to am ac- 
commodation,. Accordingly, a negociation was opened between 
I ngland and France; for which purpofe Mr. Hans Stanley was fent 
to Paris, and Monficur Buily came to London. At firft the pro- 
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ipe & of terminating the war was very favourable; butin the — 
of the negociation, freth difficulties continually arofe, which, a 
length, occafioned it to be entirely broken off. It is obferv able, 
that in the terms of peace prefcribed by Mr. Pitt, he did not wholly 
exclude the French from North America. Louifiana was ftillto 
continue in their poile flion. Whether this was owing to that great 
man’s fuperior fagacity, or to whatever caufe, every friend to his 
country muftregret thatthe treaty W hich was afterwards concluded, 
was not conftrusted on the fame principles; as thofe calamirous 
events would in all probability have thereby been prevented, which 
have fince re Britith empire to its foundations. 

lt appeared, in a littie time, that the war, inftead of being put 
an end to, was likely to become more extenfive. During the late 
negociation, Spain had di (played an evident partiality in favour of 
France; and, mdeed, had interfered in a manner which afforded 
juit caute of offence to the Enelith court. ‘The famous family 
compact was now forming, which hath been attended with conic- 
quences fo hoftile to Great Britain. Mr Pitt, who had the fulleft 
convittion and intelligence of the defigns of the Spanifh crown 
acaintt us, infiited upon an immediate declaration of war againtt 
that crown. Butin this he was oppofed by all the cabinet council, 
excepting lis brother-in-law, Earl Temple. “The meatfure was 
deemed too bold and precip itate; and it was underftood that eve: 
the king himielf, if kis council had agreed to it, would have found 
it extremely diflicult to content to their refolution. Mr. Pitt, being 
thus counteraéted in a matter of fuch great confequence, refigned 
his poit of fecretary of ftate, and was fucceeded by Lord Egremont. 
At his refignation, he was prevailed upon to accept a penfion of 
three thoutand pounds a-year, and a peerage for his lady. Nothing 
was ever better merited than this penfion ; and yet the acceptance 
of it was injurious to his popularity. At the fame time, every arti- 
fice was made ule of, and not altogether without fuccefs, to dimi- 
niih his reputation 

From the period in which Mr. Pitt refigned the feals, may be 
cated, we apprehend, the full eftablifhment of the Earl of Bute’s 
adminittration. The Duke of Newcaftle and his friends were, in- 
deed, permitted tocontinue in their pofts for fome months longer. 

They had united with the reft of the minitiry in difap prov ing ‘the 
propofed declaration of war againft Spain; and, perhaps, they 
were weak enough fecretly to rejoice at the removal of a man whofe 
genius over-ay red them, and who probably poileifed more of their 
tear and their efteem, than he did of their affection, If this was 
the cafe, their triumph was fhort-lived, as their own fall was 
ipeedily oat Mn Picts 

Though Mr, Pitt’s plan had been fo greatly reprobated, it foon 
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aoncared that the counfels of that illuftrious minifter were as wife 
as they were fpirited and vigorous. The family compa¢ét was com- 
pl leted, and announced to the world; and the neceflary refult of it 

vas a war between Spainand England. Our quarrel with Spain 
involved Portugal, likewife, in acont (t with that country and with 
France. Theie two powers, by attac king Portugal, hoped to in- 
hts Britain in the 1 moft effential manner; and from the de- 
feneelefs ftate of the Portuguefe frontier, they micht flatter them. 
{elves with an eaty conquett of the king dom. But though it was 
very al new for hoitilities, a nd its forces were deftitute of mi- 
litrary tkill, ftr rength, and vigour, no decifive advantages were ob- 
tained seaini it. By the affittance of England, and by {pirited 
exertions of feveral able German and Britifh comm anders and of- 
ficers, the defigns and attempts of Spain againft Portugal were cn- 
tirely truftrated 

in the meanwhile, thearms of Great Britain continued, in othe 

refpecis, to be highly fuccefsful. Expeditions of the utmott con- 
fequence were formed. end carried into execution. The {pirit 
which Mr. Pitt had infptred ftill o perated,; and the victories we ob- 


tained might pofhibly be the effect of the wife plans t “6 at had by 
: M n been projeted. However that may have been, the mportant 

id of Martinico furrendered to our forces; and So ain expe- 
en . by the lofs of the Havannah, how injudicioutly, and fatally 


to he: elf. the had 2 lopted the nein ot our Gallic enemies. 
"he conqueit of the Havannah, wuich was attended with int nite 
difficalties., but whieh was at len: th accomphthed by the ind 
gable valourand perleverance of the Lnelith, was, in everv view,a 
fevere blow to that proud monarcliv. and was eflentially hurtful to 


Tatle 


her navy. fo take no farther notice of the events of the war. we 
thall here obferve, though the news efit did not arrive al] atter 
the peace, that Mfamijia was taken trom her in the Kaft Indies; a 
capture which was followed by the furrender of all the Philippine 
: 4 es . , sa . . 
tilands Lhe inhabitants of Mani!! irchated their lives, theu 
iiberties, their properties, and the exercile of their dometti 
Yernment, upon the condition of paying a: anfom of one million 
flerhi On thefe terms the Britlib eeneral! a: ud: r<dmural contented 
To a r il tin fi in sa eet : mELON and prank Cr of a City anc a people 
remarkably wealthy. and whoal!s In their power. But tis S' -ne~ 
ronury OF Our commanders inet with a-pertidiou return; ana our 
brave officers, foldiers. and Sailors, in thus truiting to Sp inith 


honour, were difappoint: 
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rive all the vigour and effect to our negociations with which they 
night otherwife have been atte nded. From the refignation of Mr. 
Pitt, the exclamations againit the German war, as involving the 
nation in difficulties and expences which could not be fuftained, 
became more general; and a motion for withdrawing our troops 
from Germany was made, in the houte ot lords, by the Duke of 
Redford. ‘lhe motion, however, was lveleiaed - for thor ih the 
Earl of bute and others of the miniitry might not differ greatly in 
{entiments from his grace, the propofition was hoor ark as pre- 
mature. [twas remarkable, that a nobleman who had publickly de- 
clared, that the kingdom was tnequal to the carrying on ot the 
war, fhould afterwards be fixed upon to condué the negociations 

for peace. In common lite, it w ould be thought ttrange ‘fora per- 
fon to employ an attorney, who fhould inform the oppofite party 
that his client’s caufe was to bi id that he could not potlibly {uy pport 
iis claim: but political affairs, it feems, may require meatures of 
wifdom which are vers diffonan it to vulgar apprehenfions, 

Previoufly to the tranfa@tions relative to a general pacification, 
an end was put tothe re mainder of King George the Second’s mi- 
nittrvy. In May, 1762, the Juke ot Newcattle quitted his ftation at 
the head of the treafury, and was fucceeded by Lord Bute, who 
made choice of Sir lk rancis Dathwood,: for his chancellor of the 
e) chequer. Other important changes took place at the fame time. 
‘The Duke of Newcaittle’s removal was tollowed by the difmiflion of 
2 great number of perfons, who had been connected with him, and 
were indebted to him for their preferments. ‘This difmiffion was fo 
extenfive, and went to fuch low ofhices, that, in feveral inftances, it 
had the appearance of inhumanity and injuttice. People who folicit 
{mall potls under the government, chicfly with a view to fubfiftence, 
mutt alwavs {eek them at the hands of the minifter for the time be- 
ing. “Vhey have no other method of obtaining their wifhes; and his 
political principles and conduct are objects in which they have little, 
if anveconcern. Provided theretore, they behave with decenc y and 
propriety in their refpedctive ftations, it is cruel to take away from 
them what perhaps may be the only means of fupport to themfelves 
and their families. “To make the p| aces of {uch perions depend on 
the continuance or removal of the prime officers of ttate, can only 
proceed from a narrow and prejudiced mind; and the example is 
as foolifh as it is malignant. 

As fo ereat a change i in the departments of adminiftration, and 
the appointments of the court, was likely to be produétive of a 
{trone parliamentary oppot ition, the Earl of Bute en: one oy to 
ttrengthen himfelf as much as pofhible. For this purpofe, he catt 
his ¢ ves upon aman with wl.om he cahaiitied itimally been con weaiic 
and with whom, perhaps, he had never expected to have anv 
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material connection. This was Mr. Henry Fox, who had held for 
feveral years the lucrative poft of pay-mafter to the forces, and was 
ow invited to become efficient in bufinefs, and to conduct the 
affairs of government in the houfe of commons. 

Onthethirdof November, 1762, the preliminary articles of peace, 
with France and Spain, were figned at Fontainbleau; and the de- 
finitive treaty at Paris, on the tenth of February following. Whe- 
ther the advantages gained by this treaty were adequate to our con- 
quefts, and whether they were the heft terms that could be pro- 
cured, were points warmly debated by our political writers. Great 
numbers were diflatisfied with the peace ; and it was even thought 
doubtful, for a time, whether it would obtain the fan@tion of par- 
liament. ‘To fecure that fan&tion, was underftood to be the rea- 
fon why the minifter had conneéted himfelf with Mr. Fox and 
his friends; and through their affiftance the preliminaries of the 
treaty were approved of by a large majority of the houfe of com- 
mons. Inthe houfe of lords, the approbation of them was carried 
without a divifion. 

‘Lhe peace was followed by a fettlement of our new acquifitions 
in the Wett India iflands, and in North America, The govern- 
ments inftituted were thofe of the Grenades, Quebec, Eaft Florida, 
and Wett Florida, The Indian nations, not being duly attended 
to inthe regulations that took place with regard to our North 
American conquetts, broke out into a war, which was produttive 
of great devaftation and confiderable flaughter, and was not ter- 
minated ull the next year, 

In) adjuiting the fupplies for 1763, one of the meafures propofed 
by adininiitration was a tax upon cyder, to be colleéted in the way 
otexeite, Both the tax and the mode of colleéting it were vigor- 
outly oppoted in parliament; and the lord-mayor, aldermen, and 
common council of the city of London, ufed their utmoft exertions 
to prevent its pathing into a law. For this purpofe, they prefented 
peutions againit the bill, not only to the houfes of lords and com- 
mons, but even to the king himfelf. The a& received, however, 
the royal aflent ; Dut it was found to be fo unpopular, and excited 
fuch a Violent refentnaent, efpeciallv in the cyder counties, that it 
Was wilely repealed under another miniftry. 

i More pMportant retpeéts, the Karl of Bute did not find his 
‘) ssquated power nteaty upon him His principles and views 
hot being luppoted favourable to Whiggifm, he had the warmett 
oppontion to encounter with, from the chief leaders of that party. 
Jutlus greateft diitrets arete from the daring fpirit of a fingle man, 


sa = von — of pa lament for Ayletbury. "Tinie gentle- 
NAN, WHO, WItI many Gefects of perfonal charaéter, had very con- 
BC LALIC BONIS, 21) | articular lvexcelledin writing {hort and ani- 

mated 













d for 


| was 
the 


eace, 
ede- 
Vhe- 
con- 
pro- 
yreat 
ught 
par- 
rea- 
3 and 
f the 
‘om-~ 


rried 


tions 
vern- 
yrida, 
nded 
Jorth 
iEtive 
t tere 


nofed 
eWay 
igor- 
, and 
tions 
ented 
com- 
fever, 
(Cit d 


hat it 


id his 
VIEWS 
rmett 
party. 
man, 
entle- 
con: 
dani- 
mated 





PRE ENT REIGN. ix 
mated compofitions, and who, as was confidently reported, had 

been contermptuouily refufed the poft of Governor of Canady, fet 
up a weekly paper againft the miniftry, entitled ** the North Bri- 
ton,”” in which he threw out fuch invectives againft the Scotch in 
geneial, as highly irritated that people, and tended to revive thofe 
national diftinétions, which ought tor ever to have been excluded 
from the now united kingdoms. In-this bufinefs, he had a power- 
ful affiftant, Mr. Charles Churchill, who hot only aided Mr. 
Wilkes in conduéting the North Briton, but who, bv his fatirical 
poems, which, though irregular and unequal, difplayed an extra- 
ordinary vigour of mind, contributed {till farther to widen the 
breach between the two nations. Mr. Wilkes had been educated 
inthe itrongeft attachment to the principles of Whiggiim, and upon 
he fe principles he and his affociate carried on their oppofition to 
adminifiration. ‘Thefe principles they had aright to defend ; and 
they would have been entirely juftifiable in expofing any meafures 
of government which were thought to be inconfiftent with them. 
But the indifcriminate abufe of a whole nation, whether for the 
fuppoted or the real delinquency of a few individuals amongft 
them, was as impolitic as itwas unjuft. The effect, however, of 
the writings of thele two men, and of fome other concurrent cir- 
cumftances, was very powerful. The ferment was fo great, that 
the Earl of Bute no longer choie to appear as the oftenfible minif- 
ter, but refigned his otlice of firft lord of the treafury, and was 
jucceeded by Mr. George Grenville. 1twould have been happy 
for his lordihip, if he had been fatished without ever coming into 
fo public a ftation. At the king’s acceflion, he was by no means 
obnoxious to the people; and he might have enjoyed one of the 
highett pofts about his majefty’s perfon, and the man: gement ot 
Scottith affairs, without envy and without moleftation. His influ- 
sits if ddceenls exercifed, might have been pleafing to himfelf, 
and ufeful to his friends. But in affuming the principal direction 
ii the concerns of government, he did not fufliciently confider ei- 
ther his Aina, or the temper of the nation. Having led, 
when young, a very retired life, and chiefly dire: Sted his purfuits 
to objedis a natural f{cience, he was dettitute of that e experience 
in butinefs, and that freedom and verfatility of manners, which 
are neceflary in the firft minifter of the ftate. Thofe who have 
been ina clofet with him, muft know that he had more of the re- 
ferve of acollegian, than of the franknefs and eafe of a man of 
the world. Betides this, it is to be apprehended that his educa- 
ion and early connections had filled him with fentiments and pre- 
judices not altogether congenial to the opinions and views,of a free 
people. ‘The high notions, both in church and ftate, which, upon 
luis coming into the miniitry, feemed to be revived with approba- 
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tion, and the encouragement and preferments given to thofe who 
held and fupported fuch notions, could not fail of infufing jea- 
loufies into the minds of great numbers who were warmly attached 
to the interefts of civil and religious liberty. ‘The fhort, butcom- 
prehenfive character given of Lord Bute by Mr. Pitt, will not foon 
be forgotten ; that he ‘* wanted wiidom, and held principles in- 
compatible with freedom.” At the fame time, 1 Is highly pro- 
i bable, that his defiens, if miflaken, were upnght; and it cannot, 
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we think, reafonably be denied, that his character, on many occa- 
fions, has been loaded with unmerited abule. 

The firft part of Mr. George Grenville’s adminiftration was 
chiefly applied to the profecution of Mr. Wilkes This gentleman, 
in the forty-fitth number of the North Briton, under the pretence 
that his majetty’s fpeech was to be confidered as the minitter’s, 
boldiy charged it with aflerting a falfehood. An offence of fuch a 
nature, and which indeed, violated every degree of decorum, was 
not likely to be overlooked. Accordingly, three of the kine’s 
meflengers entered into his houfe, and, by virtue of a general war- 
rant, carried him, for examination, before the two fecretaries of 
ftate, by whom he was committed to the Tower. His papers, 
likewife, were feized and fealed up. On the events that followed, 
fuch as his enlargement by Kabeas Corpus, his fpirited contefts 
with the minittry, the fentence of parliament for burning the forty- 
fifth number of the North Briton, his duel with Mr. Martin, the 
complaint aga'nit the ** Eflay on Woman,” the verdiét obtained 
by him againtt the under-fecretary of ftate, his retreat into France, 
his expultion fromthe houfe of commons, and the fubfequent de- 




















4 bates in both houles, concerning general warrants and the feizure 
| | ) of papers, it would carry us too far toenlarge. Thefe various ob- x 
ai rects kept the publicin continualagitation. The only confolation 
| : arifing from fo much dif{pute and contention was, that fome advan-. 
t age wasin the end gained to the liberty of the fubjeét.. General 
| warrants were found and declared to be illegal ; and from hence- 
: i forward an end was put to fuch warrants, and to the unlawful 
, . ) ure of papers. 
| Phough Mr. ¢ rcore , Grenville was a gentleman of integrity and 
, abiities, of indetatigable application, and of very extenfive know- 
: | | je matters o1 trade and finance ; he was, neverthelefs, fin- 
| | ciariy untappy m fome of his plans and regulations concerning 
thefe objects. His making the commanders of the king’s fhips, 


' ind of revenue officers, to prevent the private trading inter- 


| courle, which, though in a certain degree clandeftine, was carried 

| betWeen Spain and the American colonies, eminently to the 

| uvantage of the latter, was highly impolitic : and equally impoli- 
tic Were the other retiri¢tion 
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America, by which our fellow-fubjects in that part of the world 
were driven to avoid, as much as poffible, purchafing the manu- 
factures of Great Britain. But above all, his being the inventor 
and author of the famous ftamp act, will ever caufe his admi- 
niftration to be reflected upon with the deepett regret. lt cannot 
be expected, that, in this fhort {ketch of things, we fhould enter 
into the diicutlion of a matter which hath been productive of 
fuch numerous writings, fuch warm and anxious debates, fuch vio- 
lent commotions, and fuch fatal effests. On the one fide, it hath 
been eagerly contefted, that the power of legiflation and taxation 
cannot be fep arated, and that to the Britith ‘parli unent mutt, be- 


‘ 
long the right of taxing every fubjeét of the britifh] empire. On 


the other hand, it hath as ardently been maintained, that where a 
people are taxed by a body of men among whom they have no re- 
prefentatives, and who do not at the fame time tax themfelves, an 
end is put to the pofleffion of liberty. But whatever be determined 
concerning the queition as a matter of met: aphyfical or conftitu- 
tional deb sate, the wretched policy ot tying miternal taxes upon 
America, will not, in the prefent crifis, be denied. That able 
minifter, Sir Robert Walpole, underftood better how to make the 
colonies ufeful to their mother country. Whenafcheme for tax- 
ing them was fuggetied to him, he declared that he fhould leave 
that to fome of his fucceflors, who had more courage than he was 
poil efied of, and were notequally ft iends tocommerce. He knew 
that the increate of the American trade was the increafe of wealth 
to England ; and that the colonitts, by taking large quantities of 
our manufactures and commodities, would be taxed in the way 
moft agreeable and beneficial both to themfelves and to us. But 
Mr. Grenville, with le{fs extenfive views, w: as unhappily more bold 
in his meafures. Under every fori of civil policy, itis abfurd and 
mnaeiiteable wn rule awhole people | inamanner that is totally con- 
trary totheir ideas andtheirinclinations. The mott ablolute govern- 
ments, when they have attempted to do it, have been obliged, 1 
the end, to fubmit Long bowed as the Spaniards had be ‘en tothe 
ke of arbitrary power, they coul | not be forced to give up their 
cloaks and large hats to the mand: ites of the cour t; and the \Mlar- 
su of Squilac e was obliged to tly from their refentment. If the 
habitants of ac ountry imagine, that one particular mode of raifing 
money from them is tyrannical, andthat another is not fo, the latte: 
is to be cholfen; and it is vain to expect that their feelings fhould 
be controlled bv ipeculative arguments, or by the hi gh language 
of authority. There is a certain accommodating r policy, acertain 
a faptation to the opinions and fentiments of the roverned, that 
muit, and will be purfued by ail wife flatefinen. It is the want ot 
tliis condescension, in almoft every inftance excepting that of the 
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repeal of the ftamp att, or, at leaft, the delay of exerting it tll it 
was too late to be ufeful, which hath been the unfortunate charac. 
ter of adminiftration in tie prefent reign. } 

However unpopular or impolitic feveral of the meafures of Mr. 
Grenville and his colleagues might be, they feemed to have gained 
fuch a iirength as rendered them firmly eftablithed; and in the 
confidence of this ftrength, they ventured upon a ttep which oce 
cafioned their downfall. ‘The King baving been feized with an ill- 
nels, the fymptoms of which were for fome time alarming, it was 
thought necefiary, upon his majedty’s recovery, that a regency bill 
fhould be pafled, to prevent the evil confequences that might arife 
from a demite of the crown, when the heir apparent was a minor, 
The conftruétion of the bill was fuch as rendered it impoffible for 
the Princefs Dowager of Wales either to be appointed regent or 
of the council of regency. In this form it pafied through the 
Houfe of Lords : but when it came to be confidered in the Houfe 
of Commons, the marked difrefpe& fhewn to the King’s Mother 
was pointed out; and it was carried that the name of her Royal 
Highnefs fhould be inferted, next after the Queen’s, as one of the 
perfons whom his Majeity might fix upon to be the guardian of his 
fucceifor when under age, and regent of his kingdoms. No other 
alteration was made in the bill; fo that the Princefs Dowager {till 
continued to be excluded from the council of regency. ‘The con- 
dut of the Minittry in this affair, for from them it was that the 
diiregard manifefted to her Royal Highnets had proceeded, was 
not likely to make them better received at St. James’s Palace; and 
at the fame time their general unpopularity appeared in the in- 
furrection of the journeymen filk-weavers of London, who, in or- 
der to petition fora total prohibition of the ufe of French filks, came 
down to Weitnuniter in uch immenfe numbers as excited a very 
confiderable alarm ; though, with prudent and gentle management, 
they were finally appeafed, without their doing any great mifchief. 
In.a fituation {fo critical to adminiftration, the leaders of it went 
Hill farther, and difmifled the Earl of Bute’s brother from the 
poit of keeper of the privy feal of Scotland ; an office, that had 
no connection with the departments of government in Eng- 
Jand, and in the exercife of which no proot of mifbehaviour was 
pretended to be brought. Whether this was done in the confi- 
dence ot their flrength, and to thew their refentment at any {e- 
cret iniluence that might be fuppofed to reft with the nobleman 
rut mentioned ; or whethe ryan proipect of their own difmiftion, 
they were defirous of obtaining fome favour with the public, is 
not miaterial to enquire. A retolution was taken to ferm a new 
miuaittiy, and the oficr was made to Earl Temple, who infitted up- 
on tuchan entire change in the lower as well as the higheft offices 
of ilate, and lucha tetal exclution of Lord Bute from the leaft in- 
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terference in public meafures, that his terms were peremptorily 
rejected. Mr. Pitt, to whom propofals were made at the fame 
time, but who could not feparate himfelf from bis brother in-law, 
was more comp! laifant and yielding r to the language which he ufed 
to his fovereign. The forming ‘of the adminiftration was then 
committed to the King’s uncle, the late Duke of Cumberland, who, 
naturally turning his thoughts to men of fuch moderate Whig prin- 
ciples as had been favoured in the lait reign, brought in what has 
fince been called the Rockingham party, in conjunétion witha few 
perfons who had other attachments, and efpecially to Mr. Pitt. 
Though moft of the noblemen and gentlemen now introduced into 

office had not been much accuftomed to public bufinets, they were 
poffeffed of promifi ng abilities, their characters were eftimable, and 
the uprightnefs of their intentions cannot juftly be doubted. The 
only old {ftatef{man among them was the Duke of Newcaftle, who 
was appointed lord keeper of the privv feal. The Marquis of 
Rockingham was placed at the head of the Treafury, and Mr. 
Dowdelwell was chancellor of the exchequer. 

It was at a difficult crifis that the new miniftrv affumed the di- 
rection of affairs, They were, at firft, not very popular; and they 
were even glanced at, in terms of difapprob ation, in an addrefs of 
the city of London to the King, on the birth of a prince. It was 
an unfortunate circumftance that Mr. Pitt had not united himfelf 
with them; and, after the Duke of Cumberland’s deceafe, they 
were not {uppofed to ftand upon afirm foundation at court. How- 
ever, they exerted themfelves with vigour, and the meatfures they 
purfued were totally contrary to thofe of 'the former adminiftra- 
tion. Having r pafled the famou: deciaratory bill, which, though 
fhort, feems to nave been very injudicioufly exprefled, but which 
was never intended by them to be carried into e Xe rcife, and might, 
perhaps, be ab folunly necefiary to obtain the points they aimed at, 
they proceeded to the repeal of the ftamp aét, and the cyder a&t; 
and by the repeal of thefe two aéts, the pub lic trangu illity was fur- 
prizingly reftored, both at home and in A: nerica. A bill was 
likewife pailed, for opening free ports, under certain reftrictions, 
in different parts of the Weft Indies; and tuc b new regulations 
were made, in the commercial fyitem of the colonies, as were cal- 
culated to remove the clogs by which trade had ine embarrailed, 
aud to promote the mercantile intereit of the nation in general. 
During the feffion of parliament in which the Rockingham mini- 
ftry prefided, th ey fupported andcerried other atts and refolutions, 
tending to relicve the burthens of i people, and to the fecurity 
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reign affairs. An advantageous treaty of commerce was concluded 
with the Emprets of Ruffia; the Canada bills were fettled ina la. 
tisfactory manner; andthe attair of the Manilla raniom was reviy- 
ed with fome profpedt of fuccefs. | 

Thefe apparent fervices to the public could not procure a conti- 
nuance in power to the Marquis of Rockingham and his friends, 
They were removed almott as foon as they had performed them ; 
and thev quitted their places with a difinterettednefs which will be 
more the object of admiration than example; for they retired with- 
out fecuring a place, penfion, or reverfion to themfelves or any of 
their adherents. Jt was unfortunate that Mr. Pitt, and thole who 
were more immediately connected with him, never cordially unit- 
ed with the Rockingham party. As they agreed in many general 
principles, and efpecially in a diflike to American taxation, they 
might, perhaps, by a {trict union, have formed an irrefittible pha. 
lanx, that would have puta itop to the progrets of a policy, which, 
however upright its intentions might be, hath, in fact, been pro- 
dudtive of the moft fatal contequences. “Ihe Duke of Grafton was 
placed at the head of the new miniitry, as firtt lord of the treafu- 
ry, and Mr. Charles Townfhend was appointed ciancellor of the 
exchequer. Mr, Pitt connected himielf with them, by accepting 
the poit of privy feal; and he was, at the fame time, raifed to the 
pecrage, by the title of Earl of Chatham. ‘This was an elevation, 
however, which contributed but little to his real honour and ad- 
vantage. His reputation and popularity were nota little diminifh- 
ed; and his eloquence, when transferred to the houfe of lords, 
loft that all-controlling influence which had attended itin the houfe 
of commons. 

‘T hough the adminiftration was compofed of very able men, they 
were not remarkably happy in their meafures of government, 
W hat particularly embarratled them on their firtt entrance into of- 
fice, was the fiate of the kingdom with regard to corn. ‘the har- 
veft ot 1766 had proved fo unfavourable, that the nation was 
threatened with a famine. In this exigency, the miniftry, among 
other regulations, were obliged to iffue a proclamation, forbidding 
the exportation of wheat, though as yet it was under the price at 
which it might legally be exported. ‘ihe meafure, though contra- 
ry to law, was abfolutely neceflary. It was one of thofe cafes that 
was juitified by the maxim, that the prefervation of the people is 
fuperior to every other confideration. But the miniftry, though 
perfectly right and laudablein their conduét, were not fortunate in 
the method of defending it. They ought themfelves to have had 
the wifdom and magnanimity immediately to have propoted a bil! 
of indemnity that fhould extend to the privy council, as well as to 
the inferior oflicers who had a&ted under the proclamation. But, 
inftead 
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infiead of this, they appeared averfe to any fuch provition, and at- 

tempted to vindicate their poceeding = conftitutional grounds. 
One advantage arifing from the debate was, that it gave occation to 
Lord Mansfield to make an admirable Gocbth againtt the exercite 
of a diipenfing power in the crown, and in defence of the princi- 
ples of the Revolution; and, happily for the public, the {peecha 
found its way to the prefs. It is to be regretted that any perions, 
who, in all other inftances, had uniformly appeared as the zealous 
patrons of liberty, fhould in this cate be betrayed intoa language 
inconfiltent with their characters. But where 1s the public or pri- 
vate man who is never guilty of a miftake? 

rT hough the miniftry, in general, confitted of men who had fup- 
ported the repeal of the ftamp aét, they were, nothwithitanding, to 
unhappy and fo impolitic as to be drawn into a meature which 
tended to revive the difputes that had in fome degree, though not 
entirely, fubfided after that repeal. ‘The warmett advocates for this 
aét will allow, that when once it was repealed, nothing fimilar to 
it fhould ever have been revived. But Mr. Charles ‘lownthend 
having imprudently declared, that he could tind out a method otf 
taxing the Americans without giving them offence, he was called 
upon to carry his pas into execution. Accoasingly. bill was 
broug tht into the houfe of commons and patied tnto a law, for im- 
poling a duty upon tea, paper, painters colours, and glafs imported 
into America. What probably accelerated the bill, and occafioned 
it to be received with little or no oppotition in England, was the 
condudt of the ailembly at New York, with relation to an act of 
the preceding feffion of parliament, for providing the troops with 
necetlaries in their quarters. Thataflembly, in defiance of the mode 
preicribed by the Brituth legiilature, had regulated and fettled the 
provifions tor the forces in a way of their own. A proceeding fo 
hoitile to the aathority of Great Britain naturally excited the 
public retentment; w! hich was dilplayed, however with moderation. 
The only punithment inticted was the enaétion of a law, by 
which the governor, council, and aflembly of New York, were 
prohibited trom pafling or affenting to any act of ail mbly, for any 
purpofe whatfoever, till they had complied, in every relpe -& with 
all the terms of the act of parliament concerning the gu irtering 
of the troops in America. 

At this time, the miniftry had the mortification of being difap- 
pointed in a money bill; a circumftance that hid not happene 
fince the Revolution. They had determined, and, we apprehend, 
witely, that the land-tax fhould be continued at four fhillings in 
the pound. But when the matter came to be confidered in the 
houfe of commons, a refolution was carried, by a confiderable 
majority, for reducing it to three fhillings. 
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One great objeét, and indeed the principal object, that demand- 
ed the attention of adminiftration during the feffion of 1757, was 
the ftate of the Eaft India Company. The connections of this 
country with the Eaft Indies, and the events that happened in that 

art of the world, were growing from year to year, more and more 
interefting and important, though the brevity towhich we are con- 
fined hath not permitted us to take notice of them. At the period 
we are {peaking of, they were the fubjects of the warmett parlia- 
mentary difcuffion, and they were as eagerly contefted without 
doors. The qgueftion, in particular, concerning the right of the 
crown to the territorial acquifitions of the company was ftrongly 
debated, and different opinions were formed by the very ableft 
men. In the conclufion, it was agreed, among other matters, that 
the company fhould pay to the government, for two years, four 
hundred thoufand pounds a year. It was, likewife, provided by 
another bill, that the annual dividends of the proprietors fhould be 
reftriéted not to exceed ten per cent. till the next meeting of par- 
liament. 

Not long after thefe tranfactions, the miniftry loft one of their 
moft diftinguithed aflociates, by the deceale of Mr. Charles ‘fown- 
fhend, in the vigour of his age. He was a gentleman of eminent 
abilities, and uncommon eloquence. His talents tor bufinefs were 
of the firit kind; and there can be little doubt but that, if he had 
lived longer, he mutt have ariten to the principal dire€tion of pub- 
lic affairs. His greateft deteét feems to have been a veriatility of 
temper that did not render him entirely trufted, or thoroughly be- 
loved, by any party; notwithftanding which, it is highly probable, 
that his death was no {mall lofs to this country. ‘The place of 
Mr. Townthend, as chancellor of the exchequer, was fupplied by 
Lord North, 1n which office, firft as fubordinate, and fince as the 
head of thetrealury, he hath continued to the prefent day. About 
the fame time, the adminiftration found it neceflary to acquire an 
additional ftrength by a coalition with the Bedford party. 

As the Earl of Chatham had never been in the habit of connec- 
tion with this party, and ftill held the poft of lord privy feal, it 
may be enquired what he was doing whilit thefe feveral changes 
were effected. The fa& was, that he was incapable of taking up- 
on him any attive direction in the concerns of government. Such 
was his bad ftate of health, that the neceflary bufinefs of his de- 
partment was obliged, for fome tiie, to be tranfaéted by com- 
miflion; and, at length, he declined an office which he could not 
hold with honour, as his influence in the management of affairs 
no longer fubfitted. 

Previoufly to Lord Chatham’s refignation, which was in the lat- 
ter end of the ycar 1768, many interetting events had happened. 
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PRESENT RETIGN. xvil 
The new law for impofing duties on the colonies had produced 
great difcontents and contufion among them, and efpecially at 
Botton; where, in confequence of the ees of a floop, by the 
board of cuftoms, fuch a tumult was excited, that the officers of 
the revenue were obliged, for the fecurity of their lives, to retire 
firft on board a man of war, and afterwards to remove to Cattle 
William, a fortification on afmall iflandin the harbour. In the 
mean while, there were violent contentions ,between the gover- 
nor and the general affembly ; and after the atfembly had been dil- 
folved, between him and a convention which had been fummoned 
from the principal towns of the province. At laft, a fmall fleet 
arriving from Halifax, with two regiments and a detachment of 
artillery, the tranquillity of Bofion and the neighbourhood was ina 
good meature reftored. In the Eaft-Indies, a war had taken place 
between the Englith and the famous Hyder Ally; and at home, 
the dividends of the company, notwithitt: nding a {trong oppotition, 
were again reftrained, by a frefh act of parhament, to ten per cent. 
No fmall! debates, were, likewile, oceafioned by a motion for leave 
to bring in a bill for quieting the poileffions of the fubje&t. The 
¢ircuimitances that gave rife to this motion, was the Duke of Port- 
land’s having been deprived of the forett of Inglewood, and the 
manor and caitle of Carlifle, which, in confequence of a grant 
from the crown, had been in the potleffion of the tamily for feven- 
ty years. Such an extraordinary proceeding was veiy unpopular, 
and raifed the indignation of men not otherwife averfe to admini{- 
tration. It was with great difficulty, therefore, that the miniitry 
could prevail, under pretence of the fhortne{s of the feflion, to get 
the motion put off tll the next meeting of parliament. 

W hilit thefe things were agitating in England, a very important 
change was made in the conftitution of Ircland. An aé was ob- 
tained, by which the parliament of that country, which was here- 
tofore only determinable at the King’s deceafe, was appointed to 
be chofen once in eight years. A me: ure fo fa vou able to liberty, 
and fo acceptable to the general body of the people, could not fail 
of exciting an extraordinary degree of fatisfaétion and joy. 

But the grand affairs to which the attention of the pu blic was 
direéted, were the new parliament, and the appearance of Mr. 
Wilkes again upon the ftage, ina more extraordinary manner than 
before. This gentleman, who had refided at Paris from the clofe 
of the year 1763, and who, in confequence of not aj ppearing tothe 
proceedings againft him, had incurred a fentence of out lawry, re- 
turned to England in the {pring of 1768, juit at the eve of the ge- 
neral eleétion. Nothing cou}d well be imagined, to be more de- 
iperate and hopelefs than his circum/tances and ex} pelations ; and 
yet, im this fituation, he had courage to propofe himfelf, and 
1750, 2 to 
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to ftand the poll, as acandidate for the city of London. Having 
loft his eleétion there, though he hada confiderable number of 
voters, he inftantly determined to fet up for the county of Mid- 
diefex ; and, to the furprize of the world, carried his point againft 
two gentlemen of large property in that county, who had long re- 
prefented it, whofe intereft was looked upon as too firm to be 
fhaken, and who were fupported by all the power and influence of 
government. From this time, through the whole remainder of the 
year, and during the two following years, the nation was thrown 
ito a confiderable ferment. On the various events that took place 
at this period, the narrow limits to which we are confined will not 
permit us to infift. ‘Thefe events are deeply fixed in the memories 
of all who were of a competent age at the time in which they 
happened. Others we mutt refer to the different publications 
which give an account of the tranfa&tions relative to Mr. Wilkes ; 
whofe hiftory, from the remarkable circumftances attending it, and 
the important queftions it hath given rife to, is intimately conneét- 
ed with the national hiftory. His expulfions, in particular, from 
the houfe of commons, and his re-elections, till he was finally ex- 
cluded by another gentleman’s being fixed in the feat of reprefenta- 
tive for the county of Middlefex, though voted for only by a very 
{mall minority of the freeholders, were productive of the moft ve- 
hement debates and contefts. The meafures likewife that were 
taken by government, to puta ftop to the tumults of the people, 
were fo ill dire&ted, that they ferved only to increafe the public 
confufions ; and this was efpecially the cafe with regard to the 
firing on the mob, by the foldiery, at the command of the magif- 
trate, in St, George’s Fields, and the proceedings that followed 
that unhappy affair. When we confider the amazing difadvaniages 
and difficulties that were on the fide of Mr. Wilkes, it will appear 
furprifing that he fhould have been able to fuftain himfelf in the 
conflict. His private character, his ruined fortune, the profecu- 
tion and long imprifonment of him for former offences, the refolu- 
tions and proceedings of the houfe of commons, and the weight of 
the Crown, were all againft him ; and yet he has been eleéted into 
the offices of Alderman, Sheriff, and Lord Mayor of London; he 
has now been chofen, for two parliaments, without oppofition, re- 
pretentative for Middlefex; and, at laft, has obtained the comfort- 
able fituation of Chamberlain of the city. Amidft all his faults, 
which are of fuch a nature as have made him difoblige and lofe ma- 
ny who were his warmeft friends, he hath never for{aken the prin- 
ciples he hath publicly profeffed. This he fleadilvy avows and main- 
tains on all proper occafions ; but, at the fame time, he does it 
with prudence and moderation. He chiefly diftinguithes himfelf by 
well digetted and well compoied fpeeches on particular queftions, 
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which are delivered with a view to publication ; and we believe, 
that he hath no defire, by doing or faying any thing remarkably in- 
temperate or offenfive, to plunge again into the difficulties and 
dangers from which he has fo happily efcaped. 

Whilft the miniftry were deeply engaged in all the violent con- 
tefts relative to Mr. Wilkes, and in carrying on the proceedings 
again{t him, there were other important matters of a different kind, 
that claimed and exercifed their attention, ‘The date conduct of the 
people of Bofton revived the debates concerning the right and po- 
licy of taxation, and gave rife to very warm refolutions, in both 
houfes of parliament. Inan addrefs to the king, couched in the 
ftrongeft expreflions, his majefty, among other things, was earneft- 
ly requeited to iffue a fpecial commiffion (purfuant to the provi- 
fions of an aé&t made in the time of Henry the Eighth) for trying the 
American delinquents in England. ‘This part of the addrefs was 
particularly obje&ted to, by the members in oppofition, as recome 
mending a meafure that fubje&ed the accufed perfons to thegreateft 
difficultics and hardfhips, and which, indeed, was totally contrary 
to the {pirit of the Britifh conftitution. 

After much negociation, a frefh agreement was made with the 
Eaft-India Company, by which it was provided, that four hundred 
thoufand pounds a year fhould be continued to be paid to govern- 
ment for five years to come. The company, in return, were al- 
lowed to increafe their dividend to twelve and a half per cent. 
during the faid term. 

As {oon as this tranfa&tion was completed, a meffage was deli- 
vered from his majefty, to acquaint the houfe, that the expences of 
his civil lift had fo far exceeded the revenue allotted by parliament, 
that he had incurred a debt of more than five hundred thoufand 
pounds ; and that, therefore, he was obliged to have recourfe to 
their known zeal and affection, for making a provifion to enable 
him to difcharge the incumbrance. It was urged, by feveral gen- 
tlemen of the minority, thatan enquiry ought to be inftituted into 
the caufes of the deficiency ; but it was thought, upon the whole, 
more reipectful to the king, to grant the fum required, without 
clogging it with fuch a reftriction. 

In the beginning of 1770, Lord North was placed at the head of 
the treafury. The Duke of Grafton’s refignation occafioned, at 
firft, fome degree of furprize; and it was expeéted that he might 
revert to the principles on which he had fet out in the beginning of 
the reign. But he continued vigoroufly to fupport all the meafures 
of adminiftration ; and fome time afterwards was again made a 
member of the cabinet, by accepting the poft of Lord Privy-feal. 
It was not ti!l the latter end of 1775, that his grace became fo averfe 
to the proceedings againft the American colonies, as to give up al 
connection with the miniitry. 
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During the year 1770, the affair of the Middlefex election con- 
tinued to agitate the public in the moft violent manner To add 
weight and fupport to the conduct of government, addrefles were 
yrocured to his majetty, filled not only with the warmett terms o: 
perfonal loyalty, but expreffing a general approbation of the mea- 
fures of his reign. The expedient was not remarkably fuccetsful, 
and efpecially in England. One effeét of it was the production of 
petitions and remonftrances, which conveyed very difagreeable lan- 
guage to the throne. The lord-mayor, aldermen, and livery, of 
the city of London, took the lead in this bufinefs, and they were fol- 
lowed in it by a number of counties, cities, and boroughs; fo that 
the nation was thrown into a vehement ferment. Nor were mat- 
ters lefs warmly agitated in parliament. The itrongett attempts 
were made, in both houtes, to obtain refolutions diametrically op- 
pofite to the determinations that had lately taken place ; but they 
were over-ruled by confiderable majorities. Lord Camden ex- 
prefled, with uncommon energy, his difapprobation of the decition 
in the Middletex eleétion; and the Karl of Chatham, having re- 
covered, in fome degree, from his indifpofition, and emerged from 
his retirement, pointed the thunder of his eloquence with his ufual 
torce, though not with his ancient fuccefs. He even made a mo- 
tion for an addre{s to the king, praying that his majeil; would dif- 
folve the parliament. The people, his lordthip ailirmed, had no 
confidence in the then fubfifting houfe of commons ; ard the fitua- 
tion of public affairs rendered itabfolutely neceflary, that the nation 
fhould have a parliament in which a proper truft could be placed. 

One of the firft tranfa&tions of Lord North’s adminitiration was 
the bringing in of a bill for the repeal of fo much of a late ac as 
related to the impofing of a duty upon paper, painters colours, and 
glais, imported into America. ‘The tax upon tea, which had been 
unpoted by the fame act, was {till continued. In this, one obje& 
of the minifter was, to ferve the Eaft-India Company ; and another 
objet undoubted!ly was, to preferve the claim of the Britifh parlia- 
ment to the right of taxing the colonics. Many members of the 
houfe of commons contended for the total repeal of the aét in quef- 
tion; but the arguments alledged by them were not then confidered 
as valid. Adifferent opinion will now probably be formed concern- 
ing thefe arguments. Great numbers at leaft, will at prefent la- 
ment, thatthe repeal did not extend to every part of the act. 

_ About the fame time, Mr. Grenville rendered an important fer- 
vice to his country, by his famous bill for regulating the proceedings 
of the houle of commons on controverting elections. The bill was 
not very agreeable to the miniftry, but it coincided fo well with the 
general fenfe of the reprefentatives of the people, that it could not 
ducceisfully be oppofed. Jt was at firft only a temporary aét, in- 
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tended by way of experiment. But the houfe having, in feveral 
inftances, been convinced of its utility, it pailed into a perpetual 
law in 1774, though it again met witha ftrenuous oppofition from 
the firft lord of the treafury. This aét hath puta itop to that pow er- 
ful intereit and pe rfonal partiality, which heretofore, in violation 
of the dictates of equity and true honour, determined the fate of 
controverted elections. It hath, likewife, operated as a powerful 
re{traint upon open bribery ; but we are afraid that it hath not as 
vet reached the fource of fecret corruption. 


A new parliament having met in Ireland, the fpirit of independ - 
ence, that hath fince been produttive of fuch great effects in that 
country, fhewed itfelfin reye&ting a money-bi Il, which (agreeably 
to the cuftom from the reign of ‘Henry the Seventh) hath been framed 
i the privy-council of the kingdom. "This was not done to with- 
hold the requifite aids to the crown, which were liberally provided for 
by another bill, but to aflert the right of the commons to originate 
money-bills in their own houfe. ‘The lord lieutenant, however, fo 
iielily refented their proceedings, that he Pe oh the parliament 
toa long day; by whi ch means a variety of public a and private bu- 
finefs was fulpended, and the [nth nation thrown into no little con- 
fulion. 

In a fecond addrefs, remonftrance, and petition, which was pre- 
fented to his majeity f fram the city of London, an uncommon li- 
v the | rd -mayor, Mr Beckford, a man of large 
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berty was taken 


fortune, of an independent and undaunted 4 hi and of verv con- 
liderable abilities. | he king having told the citizens, that he fhould 
ty been wanting to the public, as wellas to hingtelf if he had 
not expretied his diflatista¢tion atthe late addrefs ; the lord-mayor 
rcouctted leave to reply. 1 his being granted, his lordthip intreated 
permiffion to declare, in behalf of his fellow citizens, how much 
the baie apprehenfion of his maje oi difpleafure would, at all 
times, affect their minds. He added, that the declaration of his 
difpleafure had filled them with somes ffible anxiety, and with the 
deepeft affliGiion ; and fupplicated the king not to difmifs them 
tf; in } is pretence without {ome comfort, ‘ane pro{pect at leaft of 


redrefs: and he concluded with faying, ‘* That whoever had al. 
ready dared, or fhould hereafter ende: avoer, by falfe infinuations 
and fuggettions. t enate his majefty’s affection from his loyal 
fubje&ts in general, and from the city of London in particular, and 
to withdraw his confidence and regard from his people, was an 
enemy to his majefty’s perfon and family, a violater of the public 
peace, and a betrayer of our happy conftitution, as it was ettablifh- 
ed at the glorious and neceflary Revolution.”’ No anfwer was re- 
turned; nor will it be thought furprifing that fo extraordinary a 
freedom fhould give dif eutt, ‘and that care fhould be taken ta pres 
vent fuch liberties for the future. 
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At the clofe of the feffion of parliament, the Earl of Chatham 
had foretold, that a gycat blow either was, or would foon be ftruck, 
in fome part of the world; and it appeared, by the event, how 


—<~ 





Lia? eminently that ftatefman excelled in knowledge and political faga~ 
Phe li city. Inthe courle of the fummer, a {quadron of Spanifh fhips 
ara failed from Buenos Ayres, and feized upon Falkland s Iflands, 
; which are fituated eaftward of the ftraits of Magellan, and in which 
i " the Englifh had lately made a fettlement, and erected a fort. Two 
4 floops lay there at the time; but the commander of the fort, being 


incapable of making any effectual refiftance, was obliged to fubmit. 
This tranfaction rouzed the fpirit of the Englith miniftry, and of 
: the Englifh nation; and an immediate war feemed to be the in- 
{a evitable confequence, A negociation, however, took place, by 
which it was agrecd, that Falkland Iflands, Port Egmont, its forts, 
and other dependencies fhould be reftored to England, precitely in 
t the fame ftate in which they were before the reduction. So far as 
’ things appeared to the public eye, the adminiftration aéted, in this 
f affair, both with firmnefs and moderation. Buta lefs honourable ‘ 
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account of the matter has fince been given by the Count de Guines, 
who was then the French ambaflador at the court of. London. Ac- 
cording to his relation, it was privately ftipulated, that the iflands, ” 
though reftored to Great Britain, fhould afterwards be evacuated, 
and that this kingdom fhould be the firtt to difarm. It is certain, 
.thatin 1774, orders were fent for evacuating Port Egmont and its 
forts; and from that time no fettlement hath been made in the 








bated, and freih contetts arofe, in particular, relative to the power 
of the houfe of commons. ‘The publifhers of certain new{papers 
having aflumed the hberty of printing the fpeeches, or fuppofed 
{peeches, of feveral members, a gentleman complained, that he 
had been grofily mifreprefented, and that the {peech given as his, 
tended to injure him in the efteem of his contftituents.. An order, 
therefore, was made for the printers to attend, with which they 
did notthink proper to comply. It was then refolved, that the of- 
Be tenders thould be taken into the cuftody of the ferjeant atarms: 
) but when that officer went to the houfes of the parties, they were 
a conitantly denied to him, and the antwers of their domeftics were 
accompanied withevident marks of contempt. The refult of fuch 
a ae tre panes was an addrefs to his majetty, that he 
would ifue his royal proclamation againit the delinquents, wi 
reward for eaienlen them. ‘This being acetiner? “son : 
g gly done, 
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ii , Inthe year 1771, fome conftitutional queftions were warmly de- 
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three of the printers were apprehended ; but, when they were care 
pied before the city magiftrates, they were difcharged, and were 
recognizance to prolecute the captors foran aflault 
aid 
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PRESENT REIGN. xxiii 
and falfe imprifonment. The firft printer arrefted was fet at li- 
berty by Mr. Alderman Wilkes, the fecond by Mr. Alderman Oli- 
ver, and the third by the Lord-mayor, Mr. Brafs Crofby. The con- 
dué& of the magiftrates was, at the fame time, fo much approved of 
in the metropolis, that public thanks were voted to them, at a 
court of common council, for having fupported the privileges and 
franchifes of the city, and defended our excellent conittitution. All 
thefe proceedings raifed the indignation and refentment of the houfe 
of commons to the higheft pitch. Mr. Oliver andthe Lard-mayor, 
who were members of parliament, were ordered to attend in their 
places, and Mr. Wilkes at the bar of the houfe. The recognizance 
of the meflenger, who had given bail to aniwer tor his having 
{eized one of the printers, was, likewile erafed from the Lord- 
mayor’s book of minutes. When his lordihipand Mr. Oliver ap- 
peared in the houte, they boldly juftified the part they had ated, 
and were feverally committed to the Tower; from whence, though 
they were brought up by writ of habeas corpus to the court of Com- 
mon Pleas, and their cafe was fully argued, they were not releafed 
till the end of the feflion. It was ealy to forefee what would be the 
conduct of Mr. Wilkes in this affair. When fummoned toattend, 
he claimed the privilege of appearing 1n his place, as reprefentative 
of the county of Middlefex ; and his letter tothe Speaker, contain 
ing his claim, not being received or admitted to be read, he pe- 
remptorily refufed to obey the orders of parliament on any other 
terms. ‘lhe houfe, being thus plunged into a difficulty, could find - 
out no better method of getting clear of it, than by the paltry ex- 
pedient of ordering Mr. Wilkes’s attendance on the eighth of April, 
and then adjourning to the ninth. From this time forward, the 
{peeches of the members have been publifhed in almoft every newl- 
paper, without the leait moleftation. So dangerous ts it for great 
bodies of men to bring undefined privileges and prerogatives into 
conteft, at a feafon efpecially when there 1s a difpofition to difpute 
all affumptions of authority. Such a difpofition now prevailed; the 
public not being a little irritated with the determinations in the 
Middlefex ele&tion. During thofe virtuous periods in which the 
people had the fulleft confidence in the wifdom and integrity of 
parliament, fo violent an oppofition to its claims would not have 
been maintained, fupported or endured. 

At the clote of the feffion of 1771, a bill was brought into the 
houfe, to enable the Eaft-India company to raife and fupport a mi- 
litary force, for the defence and protection of their fettlements. 
The meafure was countenanced by government; but fuch ftrong 
conftitutional obje&tions were made to it, that the bill was thrown 
out on the third reading. > 

The year 1772 was not remarkably diftinguifhed by public events 
a4 of 
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of a very interefting nature. During the beginning of it, religious 
concerns engaged a confiderable degree of attention, A number 
of clergymen, and of gentlemen in the proteffions of civil law and 

hyfic, who are obliged to fubfcribe the Thirty-nine Articles of the 
church of England, had, in the courfe of their philofophical and 
critical enquiries, feen reafon to difapprove of many of the doc- 
trines contained in thefe articles ; which, indeed, had been framed 
at a time when the nation was but juft emerging out of the darknefs 
of Popery. They formed themtelves, therefore, into an aflociation, 
which, from the place where they met, was called the Feathers-ta- 
vern Affociation, and applied, by petition to parliament, for relief 
jin the matter of fubfcription. ‘The objeé they aimed at was to be 
permitted to hold their preferments, upon the condition alone of 
their fubfcribing to the holy fcriptures, agreeably to the grand Pro. 
teftant principle, which is, that every thing neceflary to falvation 
is fully contained in thete f{criptures, that they are the fole rule of 
faith and manners. However equitable the requeft might. appear 
jn the eye of a rational and liberal theology, it was not thought to 
comport with the nature ofa civil eftablifhment in religion. On 
this ground principally, it was ftrenuoufly and ably oppofed by ma- 
ny diftinguifhed members of parliament: and it was as ftrenuoufly 
and ably defended by fome of the firft perfons in the houfe: but, 
after a long and interefting debate, the reception of the petition was 
rejected by a large majority. It was the general opinion, whether 
juitly or not we pretend not here to determine, that thofe who pro- 
pofe to reap the benefits of the eftablifhed church ought to comply 
with the terms on which they are offered. 

The fubicription of the diffenting minifters was judged, by great 
numbers, to ftand upon a different foundation. They were obliged, 
by the aét of toleration, though few of them had complied with it, 
to fubfcribe all the do€trinal articles of the eftablifhment; and their 
non-compliance left them legally expofed to the fevere penal laws 
which had formerly been enacted againft the nonconformifts. As 
they had no view to the advantages and emoluments of the national 
church, it was deemed a hardfhip that they fhould be laid under its 
re{traints ; and fomething of that kind had been mentioned in the 
debate on the clerical petition. They took encouragement, there- 
fore, to apply to parliament, for an aét to entitle them to the bene- 
fits of toleration, upon their making a declaration of their faith in 
the {criptures, and taking the ufual oaths of allegiance and fupremacy. 
Their requett was thought fo reafonable, that the bill in their favour 
— through the houfe of commons (where it was warmly attacked, 
yut ftill more ably defended) with a great majority. In the houfe 
of lords, it met with a very different fate. twas thrown out on 
tueiecond reading, though it had been introduced by Lord Lyttel- 
ton, 
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ton, and was fupported by the eloquence of the Earl of Chatham, 
It was fuppofed that the Diflenters were obnoxious at court, as it 
had confidently been aflerted, that mott of them were hoftile to the 
meafures of adminiitration. The faét we apprehend to have been, 
that, like other citizens, they ‘differed in their opinions concerning 
the quettions | ately agitated ; though all their education and con- 
neétions led them to adhere to the principles of Whiggifm ; which 
from the period of the Revolution at leaft, muft be acknowledged to 
be the principles of the conilitution. 

The diffenting clergy renewed their attempt in the next year: 
but their biil, after hav ing pailed through the houfe of commons, 
was again thrown out in the houfe of lords. The divifion, however, 
was greater in its favour than before ; and the diftinguithed abilities 
ot Lord Mansfield and Lord Camden were exerted in its behalf. 
Phefe circumftances were confidered as omens of fuccefs in a future 
application. 

‘To return to the year 1772, the Duke of Gloucefter and the 
Duke of Cumberland, the king’s brothers, having married ladies 
of inferior rank in life, a bill, in confequence of a meflage from his 
majefty to both houfes of parliament, was brought into the houfe of 
lords, more effectually to guard the defcendants of his late majetty, 
other than the iffue of princeffes who have married, or may here- 
after marry into foreign families, from marrying without the ap 
probation of his maijetty, his heirs and fucceflors, firft had and o 
tained. ‘Lhis bill was conttruéted in fuch a manner as to gratify in 
the higheft degree the views of the crown. But it was thought by 
many to be fo highly tavourable to the royal prerogative, and to lay 
fuch unjuft rettraints upon marriage, that it was oppofed with more 
vigour and perieverance than almoft any meafure of the prefent 
reign. Every clauie of the act was difputed inch by inch; but at 
length it was carried without any material alteration. 

The next great fubie& of “debate, was a bill for the better regu- 
Jation of the Lait [India company’s fervants and concerns in India ; 
the object of which was to ettablith a great variety of new and ime 
portant regulations with regard to thofe remote territories. ‘The 
bill, which was gre est by Mr. Sulivan, was fuppofed to aim 
particularly at the celebrated Fait India conqueror, Lord Clive ; 
who, theretore, took miu from it to enter into a long and la- 
boured defence of his conduct; in which, amongft other things, 
he declared, that the fole motive which led him, in his laft expedi- 
tion, to expofe his feeble conititution, broken by former fervices, 
to the fultry climate of Hindoftan, and to the fatigues and dangers 
of war, was a defire of being effentially beneficial to the company, 
under whofe auipices he had acquired his fortune and his f me. 
He farther declared, that inftead of being richer, he was confider- 
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ably poorer, in confequence of that expedition. Thefe affertions 
did not pafs without contradiétion. After the fecond reading, the 
bill was laid afide ; but it gave rife to a felect committee, confift- 
ing of thirty-one members, chofen by ballot, to enquire into the na- 
ture and ftate of the Eaft-India company, and the affairs in the Eaft 
Indies. The objeéts of their enquiries were found to be {fo various 
and extenfive, that they applied for leave to fit during the recefs of 
parliament. . 

About this time, Lord North, in entering upon the bufinefs of 
the fupplies, expreffed himfelf'in terms of great exultation concern- 
ing the ftate of the nation, the profpeét of a long continuance of 

eace, and the expectation he had of difcharging feventeen mil- 
heen ef the national debt, during the courfe of ten years. We 
need not fay, how unfortunately thefe predictions have been con- 
tradiéted by events. The plan which his lordfhip propofed, of re- 
ducing the public debt, fell far fhort of his promifes, even the very 
firft year. 

Thedifputes about the Middlefex election, whatever might con- 
tinue to be the opinions of many perfons concerning it, had now 
greatly fubfided. Mr. Alderman Townfend, indeed, brought an 
action againft the collector of the land-tax, for diftraining upon 
him, becaufe he refufed to pay his affeflment, which he confidered 
as an illegal impofition, on the ground of his not being fully repre- 
fented in parliament. When the caufe came to be heard, and Ser- 
jeant Glynn had itated the facts in behalf of the plaintiff, Mr. Wal- 
face, who was retained forthe defendant, made no other reply than 
by producing the act of parliament, under the authority of which 
the colleétor had aéted. The queftion, Lord Mansfield faid, in his 
charge to the jury, was, in faét, no other than whether there was at 
that time any legiflative power in this country. A verdiét, as might 
reafonably be expected, was found for the defendant; and thus the 
affair ended. 

The ftate of the nation, with refpe& to wealth and commerce, 
appeared highly flourithing, when it was damped by a fudden and 
immence failure of a number of capital houfes. This was owing to 
deep ipeculations and engagements in the public funds, and to a 
boundlefs and iniquitous increafe of a fi€titious paper credit. The 
concuffion was, at firft, very alarming ; but it was produétive of a 
= and prudence which have fince been attended with falutary 
effoets. 

The grand bufinefs of the feflion of parliament which began in 
the latter end of the year 1772, and continued in 1773, was the 
confideration of the affairs of the Eaft-India company. That coms 
pany had fallen into great embaraffiments, and, as one effectual me- 
thod of enquiring into, and remedying their difficulties, had formed 
a plan 
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a plan of fending out fix gentlemen, as fupervifors, to India. But 
a committee of fecrecy, confifting of thirteen members, having been 
appointed by the houfe of commons, in order to examine into the 
{tate of the company, it was the opinion of the committee that a bill 
fhould be brought in, to prevent the {cheme of afupervifion from be- 
ing carried into execution. Such a bill was accordingly brought in; 
and, though it was ftrongly and warmly oppofed, in every ftage of it, 
as contrary to the eternal rules of right and wrong, as a violation of 
thecompany’s charter,and asa moitextravagant and dangerous exer- 
tion of parliamentary authority, it pailed intoa law. Were we to 
enter into a difcuffion of the traniactions which followed, fuchas the 
application of the Eaft-India company to parliament for a loan, the 
important regulations propofed by Lord North, the oppofition made 
to thefe regulations, the permiilion to the company of export- 
ing their teas duty free, the bill for regulating their affairs as 
well in India as in Europe, their refufal of the loan on the 
terms prefcribed, they being compelled to accept it, and the 
final paffing of the bill after the warmeft conteft, we fhould run be- 

ond the bounds to which we are neceflarily confined. Wecannot, 
however, help flightly touching on the cafe of Lord Clive. The fele& 
committee of the preceding year having been revived, it was moved 
by General Burgoyne, chairman of the committee, that his lordfhip, 
in obtaining and poffeffing himfelf of certain fums of money, had 
abufed the powers with which he was entrufted, to the evil exam- 
ple of the fervants of the public. But fo able was the defence 
which was made by Lord Clive and his friends, and fuch a ftrong 
fenie was entertained of ihe benefits he had procured to the nation, 
as the deliverer of the Eatft-India company, that the motion was 
Jott. ‘This attack upon a man who had performed the moft eminent 
fervices to his country, and againft whom the crimination went 
many years back, appears to have been indifcreet. If the fele& 
committee had brought their accufations againft fome of the wretches 
whofe merits are unheard of in the annals of Britain, and whofe 
characters feem chiefly to have been compofed of peculation and 
oppreflion, they would probably have fucceeded in bringing them 
to cenfure and condemnation, From the whole proceedings of this 
{effion of parliament, relative to the Eaft-India company, govern- 
ment acquired an amazing increafe of power and influence; an 
increafe which in morg yirtuous times would have been oppofed 
with fuperior effe&. 

Whilft thefe matters were tranfaCting, an enquiry had been moved 
for, into an -xpedition which had been made againft the Caribbean 
Indians of St. Vincent, one of our iflands in the Weft-Indies. ‘he 
enguiry had two objeés ; one of which was to condemn the expe- 
dition itfelf as unjuft and inhuman, and the other to centure the 
conduct of it, as expofing fome of our beft troops to deftruction, 
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by employirig them at an improper feafon of the year. | Though 
both the motions had a negative put upon them, it was fufhciently 
manifeft that the unfortunate Caribbs, the original poffeflors and 
inhabitants of the ifland, had been facrificed to the avarice of the 
Britifh planters. 

We now come to the time in which the fatal contefts with Ame. 
rica were renewed with frefh vigour. Afterthe repeal of the duties 
on ftained paper, painters colours, and glafs, though that on tea 
had bee: ftill left, the difputes had in fome degree been lefiened, 
and the non-importation agreements had not been ftrictly obterved, 
The diffenfions, however, had not fo far fubfided but that a great 
fpirit of difcontent ftill continued to pervade the colonies. ‘There 
were perpetual altercations between the general aflemblies of the 
provinces and their re{pective governors ; and thefe gentlemen, be- 
Ingcounteracted both in theirown private views, and in the execution 
of the orders they received from adminiftration, were unanimous in 
their complaints at home of the treatment to which they were ex- 
pofed, and the faétious difpofition of the people over whom they 
prefided. ‘The lettersof Mr. Hutchinfon in particular, the governor 
of Maffachufett’s Bay, were full of thefe complaints; and in one of 
them he had afferted, that there mutt be an abridgment of whatare 
called Englith liberties. The letters having, by fome means or 
other, fallen into the hands of the agent of the colony, were trant- 
mitted to the aflembly of the province, fitting at Botton ‘The re- 
fentment and confufion occationed by this difcovery cannot well be 
defcribed, ‘The afflembly immediately came to feveral violent refo- 
lutions; and a petition and remonftrance to his majefty pafled the 
houfe, in which they charged their governor and lieutenant-gover- 
nor with being betrayers of their truft, and with giving private, 
partial, and falfe information ; declared them enemies to the colony; 
and prayed for juftice againft them, and for their fpeedy removal 
from their places. When this addrefs was afterwards laid beforea 
committee of privy council, the charges in it were reported to be 
groundlefs, vexatious, and fcandalous, and it was refolved that the 
petition ought to be difmifled. 

But the grand circumftance that gave the more direét occafion to 
the dreadful rupture which followed, was the unhappy and trifling 
tax that had ftill been permitted to remain on the teas imported to 
America. In confequence of the aét which had paffed, in the pre- 
ceding feffion of parliament, enabling the Eaft-India company toex- 
port their teas, duty free, to all places whatfoever, that company 
freighted feveral fhips with this commodity, on their own account, 
for the American colonies, and appointed agents there for the dif- 
pofal of their cargoes. eh pe | of this mode of trade was juftly 
¢alled in queftion. It was afferted that little or no relief could arife 
from 
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from it in the way of commerce, and that the company acted an 
ab{urd and criminal part, ‘by rendering themfelves the butt ina 
controverfy which would probably be followed with the lofs of their 
merchandize. The event correfponded with the predi¢tion, The 
mott violent oppofition to the landing of the teas prevailed through- 
out the colonies, and the agents to whom the cargoes had been 
configned, were compelled to renouncetheirengagements. 1 he more 
peaceable and orderly provinces exerted themifelves as warmly in 
the affair as thofe which were deemed the moft factious, and the 
mott ready to contend with the mother country. 

Upon the arrival of three tea {hips at Bofton, in the latter end of 
the year 1773, the captains were exceedingly alarmed at the {p rit 
which prevailed among the people. ‘To avoid the effeéts of this 
{pirit, they offered, if they could obtain the proper difcharges from 
the tea-confignees, the cuitom houfe, and the governor, to return 
to England, without lamding their cargoes. Thefe officers would 
not venture to give orders for having the tea landed, and yet they 
refuled to grant to the captains the difcharges requetted. ‘They al- 
leved that they had not authority to do it, fo long as the cargoes 
remained on board, the delivery of which wes required by the con- 
ficament of the Lait-[ndiacompany. The nightarter this refufal, a 
number of men difguifed like Mohawk Indians, went on 
board the fhips, and emptied all the chefts of tea contained in them 
mito the fea. by this outrageous proceeding, three hundred and 
forty-two chefts of tca were deftroved ; but no other mifchief was 
done by the infurgents, who, having executed their defign, imme- 
diately retired. 

When the parliament met, in the beginning of 1774, the ace 
count of the tranfactions of the people of Botton had not been re- 
ceived. “JThe advices, however, foon arrived; and, after fome 
time, the matter was laid before the houfe ina meflage from his 
majefty, which befides acquainting them with the unwarrantable 
practice carried on in North America, and the violent conduét at 
the town and port of Botton, recommended to them toenable him 
to take fuch meatures as might be mott likely to put an immediate 
ftop to thefe diforders ; and alfo to contider what farther regulations 
and permanent provifions might be neceilary to be eftablithed, for 
better fecuring the execution of the laws, and the juft dependence 
of the colonies upon the crown and parliament of Great Britain. 
A fuitable addrefs being returned to the king, Lord North opened 
his plan, by propofing a bill ‘‘for the immediate removal of the 
othcers concerned in the colleétion and management of his majef- 
ty’s duties and cufloms, from the town of Botton, in the province 
of the Maflachufett’s Bay, in North America; and to difcontinue 
the landing and difcharging, lading and thipping of goods, wares 
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and merchandize at the faid town of Bofton, or within the harbour 
thereof.” The bill, though petitions had been preferred againft it 
by the agent of the colony, and by feveral natives and inhabitants 
of America, then in London, was not much oppofed till the third 
reading, when it was predicted, that the effect of it would be a ges 
neral confederacy to refift the power of this country. In the houfe 
of lords, the Earl of Shelburne took an a¢tive part in oppofing the 
bill ; but it was carried in both houfes without a divifion. An un- 
fuccefsful attempt was made, about the fame time, to obtain a re- 
peal of the duty upon tea, The next part of the minifter’s coers 
cive plan, was a bill ‘‘ for the better regulating the government of 
the province of Maffachufett’s Bay.” The object of this bill was to 
alter in the moft effential manner, the conftitution of that province, 
as it ftood upon the foundation of King William’s charter. By the 

refent meafure, the whole executive government was to be taken 
out of the hands of the democratic part, and the nomination of | 
counfellors, judges, and magiftrates of all kinds, including fheriffs, 
to be vefted in the crown, and, in fome cafes, in the king’s govers 
nor. They wereall of them to be removeable at his majefty’s pleas 
fure. This bill was much more warmly debated, in both houfes, 
than the former one had been, and very powerful arguments were 
alleged againft it; notwithftanding which, it was carried, through 
its feveral ftages, by great majorities. Lord North, being thus 
encouraged, proceeded to the completion of his defign, by obtain- 
ing an act ‘*for the impartial adminiftration of juftice, in the cafes 
of perfons queftioned for any acts done by them in the execution of 
the laws for the fuppreffion of riots and tumults, in the province of 
Maffachufett’s Bay in New England.”’ By this a& it was provided, 
that, if any perfon fhould be indiéted for murder, or for any other 
capital offence, committed in the exercife or aid of magiftracy, and 
it fhould appear to the governor that a fair trial could not be had in 
the province, he might fend the perfon fo indi&ed, either to ans 
other colony or to Great Britain, to be there tried. In the oppo- 
fition to the bill, an old member of parliament, who, through life, 
had ufually voted with adminiftration, concluded his fpeech with 
thefe remarkable words: * I will now take my leave of the whole 
‘* plan. You willcommence your ruinfrom this dav. lam forr 
** to fay, that not only the houfe has fallen into this error, but the 
** people approve of the meafure. The people, I am forry to fay 
“at, are mifled. But a fhort time wil prove the evil tendency 
** of this bill. If ever there was a nation running headlong to its 
*€ ruin, itis this.” 

This important, and, we may now add, fatal feffion of parliament, 
was concluded with another meafure of great confequence, and 
which proved, in the end, to be remarkably unpopular The meaé 
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fure we mean was the bill ‘‘ for making more effectual provifion for 
the government of the province of Quebec i in North America.” 
The principal objects of the bill were to afcertain the limits of the 
province, which were extended far beyond its former boundaries ; 
to form a legiflative council for all its affairs, excepting taxation, 
which council was to be appointed by the crown, the office to 
be held during pleafure, and the Canadian Roman Catholic 
fubjeéts to be entitled to a place in it; to eftablifh the French 
bah and a trial without jury, in civil cafes, and the Englith 
laws, witha trial by jury, in criminal accufations ; and to te- 
cure to the popifh fecular clergy the legal enjoyment of their 
eftates, and of their tythes from all who were of their own 
religion. ‘Though thefe regulations were of the utmoft confequence, 
the bill paffed through the houfe of lords with little obfervation. 
But when it came down to the commons, it underwent a ftrid&t 
f{crutiny. Every part of it was warmly debated, and the minorities, 
upon each divifion of the houfe, were larger than any that had 
taken place during the whole courfe of the feffion. The changing 
the toleration of popery into a religious eftablifhment of it, was 
warmly objected to; and it was infifted upon as a monftrous in- 
congruity, that a Britifh legiflature fhould fettle a form of arbitrary 
government in any part of the empire. Such a conduét, it was 
faid, was unknown in the hiftory of this country, and would have 
been execrated at any other time than the prefent. By the perti- 
nacity of oppofition, feveral amendments were made in the bill, 
which fomewhat leflened its malignity, though they did not mate- 
rially alter its nature. When it was returned to the houfe of lords, 
it excited a greater attention than it had before done; and the Earl 
of Chatham entered largely into the merits of it, and expofed its 
evil tendency, with his ufuateloquence. It cannot reafonably be 
denied, that the Quebec act, by refufing a general affembly to the 
province, and appointing a leviflative council, fo be nominated by 
the crown, and holding their places during pleafure, was formed 
upon principles totally contrary to the fpirit ofthe Britifh conftitution. 
The laws we have mentioned being completed, there were 
great exultations on the part of thofe who fupported or favoured the 
meatfures of adminiftration. It was not in the leaft doubted but 
that the fubmiflion of the Americans would immediately follow, and 
that a perfeét obedience and tranquillity would be fecured for the 
future. Sentiments of the like kind were delivered from the throne, 
When the new parliament met, in the latter end of the year 17745 
every thing had turned out in direét contradiétion to the promifes of 
the ‘minittry, and the fanguine expectations of their adherents, 
‘The laws that had patled, inftead of terrifying and quieting the 
North American colonies, only ferved to fill them with rere, 
an 
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and to quicken and enflame their oppofition to the meafures of go. 
Pritt No difpofition was difcovered by the merchants to avail 
themfelves of the advantages they migh t have derived from the thur. 
ting up of the port of Botton ; and the provinces, 1n general, con. 
fidered the vengeance ini fliéted upon New England as acommon 
caufe, and were eager to expre{s their a dherence to the princ iples 
which had incurred fo heavy a penithment, Hence torward the 
faéts come fo thickly upen us, that it is impoffible, in the fhort re. 
view of events here intended, to touch upon all of them; and, at 
the fame time, it is the lefs neceflary to do it, as they mut be fo 
recent inour memories. At Bofton, the port bill excited the ut- 
moftt confternation ; but this coniternation was not attended with 
any fymptoms of (ubmiffion. Or the contrary, a league and cove- 
nant was framed, wherein the fubfcribers bound themfelves, i in the 
moft folemn manner, and in the prefence of God, to fulpend all 
commercial intercourfe with Great Britain, till the port bill, and 
the other late obnoxious laws were repealed, and the colony of 
Maffachufett’s Bay fully reftored to its chartered rights. ‘This en- 
gagcment was accompanicd with various refolutions befides, of the 
fame hoftile tendency, and being circulated with great activity, the 
people, not only in New En: cland, but in the reft of the provinces, 
entered into it with eagerne fs, Indeed, fimilar a: greements had been 
formed in various parts of the continent, w ithout any concert with 
each other, or with the inhabitants of Bofton. General Gage, the 
lately appointed governor of Mafiachutctt’s Bay, was counteracted 
in all his attempts to fecure the tranquillity of the province, or to 
carry into execution the meatures of adminijtration. All thofe 
who accepted of offices under the new laws, or endeavoured to a& 
agreeably to them, were declared to be enemies to their country, 
and threatened with the utmott effects of the public indignation. 
The judges became every where incapable of exercifing their em- 
Joyments in the manner required by their recent commiftions. 
Vhen the courts wer : opened, the great and petty juries unani- 
moufly refufed to be {worn, or to tranfaét any bufinefs under the 
conftitution as now modelled; and the clerks of the courts were 
obliged to exprefs their contrition, in the newipapers, for having 
iffued the warrants by which the jurics had been fummoned to at- 
tend. Out of thirty-fix new counfellors, who were appointed by 
the crown, - 1 conformity to the late regulations, twenty-four ac- 
cepted thc fut fuch of them as were not under the ime 
mediate p: (ion of the governor had their houfes furrounded by 
large bodies of men, whoie fury they mutt either fubmit to, or ree 
nounce their employments. ‘Lhe latter condition was accepted by 
mott ot them, and the reit with difficu! ty efcaped to Boflon. They 
were purfued and hunted in their flight, and their habitations and 
eftates 


























os of go. 
to avail 
he thurs 
al, CON-~ 
OMnMo 
rINciples 
rard the 
hort re- 
and, at 
it be fo 
| the ut- 
ded with 
id cove- 
s, in the 
pend all 
ri and 
ony of 
This en- 
s, of the 
vity, the 
ovinces, 
had been 
cert with 
sage, the 
iteracted 
‘e, or to 
Il thofe 
ed to aft 
country, 
gnation. 
Icir em- 
niffions. 
$ unani- 
nnder the 
rts were 
r having 
ed to at- 
inted by 
-four ace 
the im- 
inded by 
O, or I= 
cepted by 
They 
ions and 
eitates 


PRESENT REIGN. XRRili 


eftates were threatenened with deftruétion. In this fituation of the 
abolition of the old conftitution of Maflachufett’s Bay by act of 
parliament, and the rejection of the new by the people, the pro- 
vince was reduced to a itate of anarchy. It was remarkable, how- 
ever, that exclufively of the political contefts, and the violences 
which, on that account, were offered to fome perfons who were 
particularly obnoxious, there was a furprifing degree of regularity, 
good order, and fubmiffion to general law. 

Befides the town and provincial meetings, which were held in 
different parts of America, it had been agreed that a general Con- 
gre{s fhould affemble at Philadelphia. ae ‘the Congrets 
met, on the feventeenth of September, 1774. The number of 
delegates amounted to fifty-one, who were deputed to reprefent 
the feveral Englifh colonies of New Hampithire, Maflachufett’s Bay, 
Rhode Iflandand Providence Plantations, Conneéticut, New-York, 
New-Jerfey, Penfylvania, the lower counties on Delaware, Mary- 
land, Virginia, North-Carolina, and South-Carolina. It was not 
till fome time afterwards that the province of Georgia acceded to 
the confederacy. The Congrefs began with a declaratory refo- 
lution, expretfive of their difpofition with refpect to the colony of 
Mafiachulett’s Bay, and defigned to contirm and encourage that 
people. In fabfeque nt refolutions, the oppofition of that province 
to the late aéts of parliament was not only formally approved of, 
but it was declared that New England fhould be fupported by all 
America, if the obnoxious ftatutes thould be attempted to be car- 
ried into execution by force. A letter was written, alfo, to Ge- 
neral Gage, announcing the determined refolution of the colonies, 
to unite for the prefervation of their common privileges; exprefl- 
ing their concern at the hoftile appearance of the General’s pro- 
ceedings ; and urging him to difeontinue the fortifications in Bof- 
ton, to prevent any farther invafions of private property, to rettrain 
the irregularities of the foldiers, and to give orders that the com- 
munication between the town and country fhould be open, unmo- 
lefted, and free. A cCeclaration of rights was, likewife, publithed 
by the Conerefs ; and an affociation was formed, by which they 
bound themfelves and their conftituents to feveral non- importation, 
non- con{umption, and non- “exportation. agreements. It was far- 
ther refolved, that unlefs a redrefs of grievances thould previoufly 
be obtained, a Congrefs fhould be held in the fame place, on the 
tenth of the fucceeding May: and all thefe meafures were followed 
by a petition to his Majefty, a memorial to the people of Great 
Britain, an addrefs to the Colonies in gener al, and another to the 
inhabitants of the province of Quebec. Thefe feveral papers were 
drawn upin a very maiterly manner. Whatever may be thought 
concerning the legality of the aifembly, or the juftice of the caufe 
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in which the delegates were engaged, the ability, acutene{s, and 
{pirit difplayed in the conduct of their affairs and retolutions can- 
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not be called in quettion; ai id, perhaps, if their voice had been 
more attended to in this country, it would hi we been no dilgrace to 
the wifdom and policy of the Bri a coul nie] Js. 

‘he critical and awful ftate of t] > public brought the karl of 
Chatham into the houte of lords, after a long abfence. Ihe whole 
{vitem of the meatures of government with regard to America was 
tion to his Lordihip’s chy On the firit day of 
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in direct contradic 
meeting after the Chriitmas recefs 
Majeily, for recallin ng the troops aati Bolton. The mouon was tup- 
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ported with hus ufual energy, but was rejected by a very great ma- 
jority; and the majority was the greater, as iome of the peers In 
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aly le X | edie 


Oppo htion were not entuurely convinced of its prop 
ey ' \ | 


the kari of « hatienen. not 


nll, ene 


ence, sot dif (cou rag ed by his ii] fuccefs, 
nany days after, broug ht into the houfe the outlines of a 
titled **a provifional act for tettling the troubles in America, and tor 
atlerting the fupreme legitlative authority and fuperintending power 
of Great Britain over her colonies.’ In tavour of this biil, which 
was entirely of a conciliatory nature, there was a much larger dive 
fion than before; but the plan propofed did not coincide with the 

neral fenfe of the houfe. All other attempts, both 10 and out of 
two — to puta flop to the prog refs of the col tet between 
, by anv coniiderable mea- 
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t 
Csreat Britain and her American colonies 
lures ol “i and conectiion, were equally incHectual. ihe pre 
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valling a of parli iment was to affert in high terms its legil- 
lative authority, and to bring the colonitis to fubmiffion by acts of 
feverity. It was refolved that the forces by fea and land ithould be 
avlel ented > al a bill Was broucht j1) hy | ord North. tor re {traine 


lng the trade and commerce of the provinces of Matiachulett ; Bay, 


and New Hampthire, the colonies of Connecticutand Rhode Hiland, 
‘ Te P nce | ntat } N¢ rth \n ri , to Gi t Brit in. 
frela 1 ne the Britith lilands inthe Weti Indies; and to pro- 
hibit tuch provinces and « s from earryin Lany fiihs on 
| : | AAS ( q N { wound] ech. @i orhe r places t! Li in 1 iy 1? hie 
honed, undercertam conditions, and for a limited tin As this 
hot only deeply wounded the commercial interefts of the coun- 
wluded in it, but even aficcted the very dublifience-ef a large 


Ol inhabitants. anid e {pe rally - of th rr inocent and peaceable 
colonv ot Nantuc vet, Which c« nfified for the mofk part of Quakers, 
every nerve of oppofition was ftrained againft it, cvery effort was 

) defeat it, by petition from without, and by debate within. 

| 1 one of the warmett and ableft contcits, in both 
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Soon after this act had been carried with fo hich a hand, and 

fothing appeared to be in view but the moil vigorous proceedings, 

Lord North fuddenly furprifed the public with a conciliatory mo- 

tion 

pole to make provition for contributing ats proportion to the com- 


, . } al 
which was, that when any province or colony fhou!d pro- 


mon deience, to he difpofable by parliament, and thould cngage to 
provide allo for the fupport of its civil government, and the admi- 
nifiiation of jyultice, it would then be proper, if fuch propofal 


fhould be approved of by his Mayeity in parliament, to forbear, in 
reipect of tuch province or colony, tolevy any duties, tax, or af- 
feilment, or to impofe anv farther duty, tax, or affeiiment, ex- 


( tine only fuch duties as it nueht be « xpedient to IMpoie tor the 


retulation of commerce. This itcheme appeared to many of the 
warmiett friends of the minifter fo contrarv to his former ideas, and 
coincided fo little with their own wifhes, of bringing the Americans 
munition, that he would probably have been left 
mm amiuonty, had not an Ingenious gentleman explained away the 
plan, and fhewn that it did not mean fo much conceffion as was 
apprehended. ‘Chat it did not, in fact, proceed upon grounds ex- 
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tenfive cnouch to produce any effect, was objected to it by the 


members in oppotitions and the event hath manifefted that they 
were rightin their predictions. Other ichemes of reconciliation 
by Mr. Burke and Mr. Harticy, that were founded on principles of 
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ereater condefcenfion, were rejected; and the endeavours of Lord 


Camden and $y George Savile, to obtain a repeal of the Quebec 
act, met with the fame fate. ‘The general proceedings both of 
p : tf of government fecmed to have no other aim than 
I t of putting an end to the conteit by force. 


7§ were traniacting at home, matters tended 
#3!) more and more to an open rupture in Ame: . The people 
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rivate charaéter and large property in Virginia, and who in very 
early life had difplayed contiderable military talents, was appointed 
commander in chief. A wifer choice could not have been made, 
His genius, abilities, and temper, admirably qualified him for the 

eculiar fituation in which he was placed. The extraordinary diffi. 
culties he hath had to encounter, and the mighty force he hath 
been obliged to contend with, have rendered it abfolutely neceflary, 
that by acting principally upon the defenfive, he fhould become 
the American Fabius ; and this character he hath hitherto fuftained 
with a wifdom, fteadineis, and fuccefs, which feem to promife that 
his name will be handed down, wah eminent reputation, to 
future ages. 

Though the civil war was thus begun in America, the Congrefs 
ftill continued to profefs only to have a view to the redrets of 
gricvances deemed intolerable, and to be anxious for retaining a 
conftitutional dependence on the mother country. In the preced- 
ing year a petition had been pretfented to the King, the demands 
of which had been thought too extravagant to merit attention. 
Notwithftanding this, a fecond petition was now refolved upon, 
which was tran{mitted to England, by the hands of Mr. Penn, late 
Governor, and one of the proprietors of Penfylvania. On this fe- 
cond petition great flrets was laid by the Americans, and the moft 
fanguine hopes were formed that it would lead to a reconciliation. 
‘The fame hopes were entertained likewife in England. ‘The pe- 
tition, which was figned by all the members of the Congrefs, was 
couched in the moit moderate and humble terms, and abounded 
with expreflions of duty, refpeét, and loyalty to his majefty, and 
of affection to the parent ftate. They declared their ardent defire 
not only that the former harmony might be reftored, but that a 
concord might be eftablithed upon fo tirm a bafis, as to perpetu- 
ate its bletlings, uninterrupted by any future diflenfions, to fucceed- 
ing generations in both countries. ‘hey atferted that, notwithftand- 
ing their fufferings during the courfe of the controverfy, their breatts 
retained too tender a regard for the kingdom from which they de- 
rived their origin, to requeit {uch a conciliation, as might in any 
mauner be inconfiftent with her dignity or her welfare: and they 
added, that, if the apprehenfions which opprefled their hearts with 
unipeakable gricf were once removed, they fhould be ready and 
willing at all times, as they had ever been, with their lives and 
fortunes, to afiert and maintain the rights and interefts of his 
Majefty, and of their mother country. A petition of fuch a nature, 
aul fuch a period, and clothed in fuch language, might feem to de- 
lerve a terious, and even a reipeétful confideration, whatever dif- 
like or jealoufies might be entertained of the petitioners. But when 
at was delivered by Mr. Peun to the Secretary of State, he was 
told, 
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told, that no anfwer would be given. ‘This was all the reply that 
the petition of nearly three millions of people could obtain. ‘This 
was all the regard paid toa crifis that appeared to open an honour- 
able way of preventing the progrefs of a dreadful civil war. ‘The 
mott cool and philofophical mind cannot avoid feeling the deepeft 
concern at fuch miiguided and fatal policy. ‘lhe mott cool and 
philofophical mind cannot fupprefs the fentiments of the warmett 
indignation againit the men, who dared to give their royal matter 
couniel fo injurious to his repofe and intereft, and fo dettruétive 
to the proiperity and happinets of the britith empire. 

During the difputes which were carried on in America, between 
thofe who favoured and thofe who oppoted the meatfures of go- 
vernment, the latter gave to their antagoniits the appellation of 
‘Tories, and aflumed to themfelves the name of Whigs By de- 
erces thefe titles fo tar prevailed, that, at length, they have be- 
come univerfal in that part of the world. TT he diftinétion is mak- 
ing its way, likewite into this country, though certainly ina fenfe 
confiderably different from the manner in which the terms had long 
here been applied. It is an undoub ted fact that many fincere 
friends to the principles of the Revolution, and to the conflitution 
of government as then fettled, have been advocates tor the right of 
parliament to tax every part of the dominions of Great Britain. 
The queition concerning the juttice and equity of exercifing this 
right with regard to the colonies, is anew queilion, involving rin 
it much abftrufe difcutiion and metaphyfical {ubtilty. It had not 
been thought of at the period of the Revolution; which, too, was 
a time when to form the higheit opinion of pafliamentary authority, 
was confidered as a principle of liberty. It is unjult, therefore, to 
give the name of ‘Tories to all who have fupported the American 
war. Nay, it thould be remembered that vait numbers of thote 
who have oppoted that war have been chiefly actuated by a convice 
tion of its fatal tendency as a political meafure. It is not poflible, 
however, to prevent the changes which gradually take place in the 
fiynitication of words. Such changes will make their way in the 
world, notwithttanding the remonftrances of grammarians, and the 
complaints of philofophers. ‘The old meaning of the terms, Whig 
and Lory, may, perhaps, in time, be fo far loit in the new, as to 
introduce fome confufion into the writings of future hiftorians, 
and the ideas of pofterity. In what we have mentioned, we are 
only ftating a fa&: we have no intention of enquiring, how far 
the genuine principles of Whiggifm, when purfued to ‘ther full 
extent, may lead to the condemnation of taxing a people who have 
no reprefentatives, and whofe law-givers are not themielves in- 
cluded in the tax. 

After the aétion at Bunker's Hill, the King’s army continued to 


be blocked up in Bofton, through the remainder of the year, and 
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the fuceceding winter. At lat, the difficulties to which the tow n 
and the troops were ! reduced becat ne fo great, that it was a ho yucht 
pre per to evacuate the place, and to e ynvey the forces, artiller y; ie id 
itores to Hal lifax PrermOny to this event, the Americat had 
formed an paper ition againit Canada, and proceeced {fo £2 ir as to 
beiege Quebec, which they ‘attempted to take by efcalade, but 
were repulfed in the attempt. oe this, the fiege was turned in 
toa blockade. In Any {¢c quel, he Continental army was ob! liged to 
retire, ap the ee of Canada was at length recovered by the 
good conduct of Gener al Carleton. Yn Virginia, the contefts be- 
tween the Earl of Dunmore, the governor of the province, at nd the 
geneial allembly, were followed by open hoftilities and great defo- 
lation; and an unfuccefsful attack was made upon Charles Town in 
South Carolina, by an army and tleet under the command of Gt- 
neral Clinton and Sir Peter Parker. 

In confequence of the tlate vf public affairs, the (effion of parlia- 
ment, during the latter end of 1775 and in 1776, could not avoid 
being a very bufy feffion. It afforded a continual fucceffion of com- 
plaints, motions and debates. Among other things, it was moved, 
bat not carried, that the fending of troops from Hanover, to occu- 


py our Mediterranean garrifons, without the previous confent of 


parliament, was dangerous and unconttitutiona!; the new militia 
bill was alfo obje &ed to, as arming the crown with a prodigious 
additional power; Mr. Penn was examined in the houfe of lords, 

relative to the views, forces, and conduct of the American provinces; 
the Duke of Richmond endeavoured to obtain a relolution that the 
Jate petition from the continental congrels was ground for a conci- 
liation of the unhappy differences fubtiting between Great Britain 


! 


and America: the [sid-tax wast aite ito four fhillings } In the po yund; 


Air. Burke and Nir. tiartley revived in vain their conciliatory pro- 
Ponkuions ; and the miniitry intr Inced and carried, through the 
warmet: oppofilion, the famous proiibitory act, totally interdiating 
all trade and intercourie with the thirteen united colonies. 

One of the pi a ipal nieaiures of government, in 1776, was the 
giving of the chief command, in the fleet and army emploved 
againil the Am ricaus, to Lord How e and his brother, the gen eral; 
and the app te them commithoners for the rettoratio n of peace, 
‘As they were men of ditt verted re} utation in thei pi rofeffion, 
and in vood etlcem with ail parties, this appoin tment gave univert al 
batisiaction. | ne emu entahuilities of ‘ord ro! ve. as ay sheiall ofhi- 
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Ata time when the two brothers were endeavouring to carry 
thei comunifion into execution, and a large force was arrived near 
to Nev w York, the continental Conegrets, on the 4th of July, 17706, 
made their famous declaration of independency. — Its having been 
asad at fuch a crifis, when deftruétion feemed to hang over the 
colonies, unlets they cont ger to tome terms of tubmithon, itruck 
every reflecting mind, A refolution formed in thefe circumitances, 
had all the appearance of a Gesdednidsditicnn shiek would never be 
chanzed. Into the motives which led to this meafure, we fhall 
not itay to enquire. It cannot yet: be fettled in what light it will 
hereafier be confidered ; or whether it will, or will not, “conttitute 
one of thoie grand epochas which will be enfine ntly drtinguiihed 
m the annals “of hiitorv, as having produced an important revolu- 
tion in the ttdte of the world. Its immediate effeéts, with regard 
to this country, have been ferious and alarming in the higheft ‘des 


vrs 
TC 


lor the immediately fucceeding events of the war, fuch as the 
landing of the Bri if army at Staten [fland and Long [fland, the 
dereat of the Americans, the taki g of the citv of New York, the 
ace called Hell-gate, the {kirmifh 
of the White-Plains, the over-running of the Jerfeys, the reduc- 
tion of Rhode Hland, and various other tranfactions, we muit reter 
to the narrations of the times. 

The declaration of American independency occafioned a great 
change in the fentiments and difpofitions of the people in England. 
NManv who formerly que {tioned either the juftice or the policy of 
taxine the colonies, nowconfidered them as havi ing put themfelves 
into a fate that juitiied the war in which we were engaged, 
Others. however, loudly condemned the counfels at home that had 
driven the Americans to a meafure fo injurious to both countries. 
When the parliament met, one of the points debated, was a motion 
of Lord John Cavendifh, that the houfe would relolve itfelf into a 
committee, to confider of the revilal of all the late a&s ofthe Bri- 
tifh legiflature, by which his majetty’s fubjeéts in America thought 
themfelves aggrieved. The quetftion, like all former and fubte- 
quent ones of the fame kind, was loft upon a divifion. <A bill, 
broucht in by the minitter, for fecuring and detaining perions 
charged with, or fuipected, ot the crime of high treaion commiutted 
in America, or on the high feas, or of piracy, contained fome 
clautes in it which were deemed to give fo dangerous a power to 
th CrowWil, and To be fo hoitile to the liberty ot thie fubje&, that it 


4 


was oppoled in the firongett manner in the houle of commons; 
and at leneth, by the eminent abilities and exertions of Mr Dun. 
ning, an amendment was carried, that. deprived it, ina very con- 
fiderable degree, of its malignant tendency, 
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During this feffion of parliament, in confequence of a akg 
from the throne, motions were made, and agreed to, hat the 
{um of 618,340l. fiould be granted to enable his majeily to pay the 
debts incurred by the expences of his houfehold, and of his civil 

overnment and that the furs of 100,000l. a year, over and above 
the fum of 800,000l. be granted as a farther provifion for the better 
{upport of his majefty’s houtehold, and of the honour and dignity 
of the crown.” Such demands as thefe could not at any time pafs 
without animadyerfion, and e{pecially at a period when the publi¢ 
expences were otherwife fo deeply felt. pacorennany the members 
in oppofition exerted their eloquence in both houfes, in difplayin 
the extravagance andwunreafonablenefs of the requifitions. When 
the fpeaker (Sir Fletcher Norton) prefented, for the royal affent, 
the bill for the augmentation of the civil lift, he took occafion, in 
a fpeech addreffed to the throne, to enlarge upon the zeal and affec- 
tion of the commons, in granting fo large a prefent fupply, and 
fo great an additional revenue, at a time of diftrefs, difficulty, and 
danger, when their conitituents were labouring under burdens al- 
moit too heavy to be borne. He added, that the revenue was 
great beyond example, great beyond his majeity’s higheft expence, 
and that it had been given in full confidence, that the king would 
apply wifely, what had been granted liberally, “Thefe expreffions 
did not tend to procure for Sir Fletcher a favourable reception at 
court. He was even reflected upon for them in parliament, by a 
bold, able, and confequential member of the lower houfe, though 
the thanks of that houte had been immediately voted to him for this 
fpeech. Subfequent events have fhewn, that the freedom affumed 
by Sir Fletcher Norton in this affair hath not been forgotten, 

In the Eaft-Indies, whither Lord Pigot had been fent out as go- 
vernor of Madras, with pofitive orders to reftore the Rajah af Tan- 
jour, his lordfhip had not only been oppofed by fome of the coun- 
cil, m the execution of his commiffion, but had even been depofed 
and imprifoned, foon after which he died. So extraordinary an 
act of difobedience, in their own fervants, to the commands of the 
Faft-India Company, excited great indignation at home, and oc- 
cafione’ uch enquiry and debate in the houfe of cammons: 
where however, the refolutions that were moved for, in condeme 
nation of Lord Pigot’s enemies, were over-ruled by minifterial in- 
fluence; whether upon jutt or unjuft grounds, we are not fuffici- 
ently mafters of the fubje& to determine. 

A little before the clofe of the fefion, the Earl of Chatham made 
another effort to put an end to the American conteft. He moved 
for an addrefs to the throne, advifing that the moft fpeedy 
and effectual meafures fhould be taken for putting a ftop to the 
winatural war againft the Britith colonies in America, upon the 
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only juft and folid foundation, namely, the removal of accumu- 
lated grievances. Under the words accumulated grievances, his 
lordfhip intended to convey every thing which had oo in par= 
liament relative to America, fince the year 1763. The i per 
was meant to be fpecific. He defigned bY it the redrefs of all the 
American grievances, particularly including the right of difpofing 
of theirown money. This, he faid, would be the herald of peace; 
and he particularly infifted upon the immediate neceflity of adopt- 
ing the propofed meafure, from the imminent danger to which we 
were expofed to the houfe of Bourbon. A few days, he afferted, 
might decide our fate as a nation; and a treaty between France and 
America would be that final decifion. He declared, that America 
was contending with Great Britain under a mafked battery of 
France, which would open upon this country, as foon as fhe percei- 
ved that we were fufficiently weakened for her purpofe, and found 
herfelf fufficiently prepared for war. Such were the predittions of 
Lord Chatham, and the predictions of common fenfe. The motion 
was rejected by a large majority. 

At the latter end of the year 1776, the ftate of American affairs 
feemed to be almoft defperate. Philadelphia and the whole pro- 
vince of Penfylvania were in particular danger; when General 
Wathington, by the furprife of our troops at Trenton, and by other 
judicious and fuccefsful operations, gave a new turn to the face of 
things, acquired great reputation to himfelf, and infpired his coun- 
trymen with frefh courage and alacrity in fupport of their lately 
declared independency. 1t was remarkable, that before this event, 
and at a time when the profpect on the part of the Americans was 
peculiarly gloomy, the Congrefs had ventured to fign a treaty of 
perpetual compact and union between thethirteen revolted colonies, 
in which an invariable fyftem of rules or laws was laid down for 
their government in all public cafes with refpect to each other in 
peace or war. ‘The treaty extended, alfo, to the regulation of 
their commerce with foreign ftates. 

In the profecution of the campaign of 1777, Sir William Howe, 
finding, after various attempts and ikirmifhes, that no effectual ime 
preflion could be made on the fide of the Jerfeys, formed another 
plan, which was, to invade Pentylvania by the navigation of Che 
fapeak Bay. ‘The invafion, after a tedious and difficult paflage, 
was effected ; and the refult of it was the battle at the Brandywine, 
in which the Continental army was defeated. ‘That army was un- 
fuccefsful, likewife, in feveral other actions, and Philadelphia was 
taken pofleflion of by the Britifh forces. Notwithftanding thefe 
events, the royal army was furprifed and attacked at German. 
Town ; but the Americans were repulfed with very confiderable 
lofs, In the conclufion, when Sir William Howe found that his 
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efforts to bring Wafhington to a general engagement were fruitlefs, 
he took up his winter quarters at Philadelphia. 1 hough the fum- 
mer afforded a number of thofe apparentiy {plendid operations 
which made a figure in our Englith Gazettes, nothing decifive was 
effefted ; nothing which ieemed to promite that the colonies would 
{peedily be brought to terms of tubmuihon 

Any expectations of this kind were rendered ftill more defperate 
by the unexpected revolution of affairs in another part of Aterica, 
One of the grand events of the campaign, and from which very 
fanguine hopes had been formed by adminiftration, was the expe- 
dition under the command of General Burgoyne. His object was, 
to march through the back fet'Jements from Canada to Albany, 
and by that means to obtain decifive advantages over thofe northern 
colonies that were the moft hoftile to the dominions of Britain, and 
the moft determined in fupporting the conteft with the parent ilate. 
It was imagined, by many perfons, that it would have been Sir 
William Howe’s plan to form a junétion with General Burgoyne, 
and thus, by their united forces, to bring the war to a crifis. Whe- 
ther fuch a fcheme was ever intended, or, if intended, was not 
found practicable ; or whether it might be laid afide, for con&dera- 
tions deemed more important, we thal] not pretend to determine. 
Whatever the cafe might have been, the General conduéted his ex- 
pedition with ardour, and, for atime, with eminent fuccefs. But, 
at length, pufhing, perhaps, too eagerly forwards in a country 
which prefented every poflible difficulty and embarraflment, and 
being encompatied with a fuperior and well difciplined American 
army, he was cut off from all the'means of fubfiftence, and all the 
poilibilitv of aretreat. Ina fituation fo mortifying and diftrefsful, 
he had no other alternative than to furrender him(elf, his forces, 
and his artillery into the hands of the enemy, upon the beft terms 
he could obtain ‘This was the moit unfuccefsful enterprife that 
has been undertaken during the American conteft, and it hath been 
attended with very feraous confequences to Great Britain. 

It is one of the peculiarly unhappy effeéts of a civil war, that it 
fharpens the fpirits of men in the higheft degree, and occafions 
the exercife of cruelties which feldom take place in the common 
hoftilities between contending nations. ‘The prefent war hath pro- 
duced many melancholy and hateful inflaices of this kind. Eoth 
tides have been charged with them, and, we are afraid, with too 
much jultice, \\ ce fhould he happy it it could be proved, that the 


Englifh had not acted a diftinguithed partin th ring up the Indians, 
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indignation. To burn defencelefs towns and villages, when no 
immediate neceflities of war called for it, and to reduce helplets 
women and children to anguifhand mifery, muft ever appear emi- 
nently deteftable in the eye of reaton and humanity. 

When the parliament met, towards the clofe of the year 1777, 
the public had begun to be apprehenfive that General Burgoyne’s 
expedition would not prove lo fuccetsful as, at firtt, had been ex- 
pected; and the intelligence foon arrived of the fatal cataftrophe. 
An event fo unhappy feemed, fora time, to give fome turn to the 
fentiments of the nation; and made great numbers regret the po-_ 
licy, which, as they now thought, had urged on the American:war 
with too much violence. By degrees, however, the fpirit of the 
people revived, and exerted itfelt, in feveral places, in veluntary 
fub{criptions, and other methods, for railing new regiments, to 
fupply the lols which had been fuftained. In parliament, the flate 
of things fharpened the language of oppofition, and gave rife toa 
variety of motions and debates, that cannot here be related, with- 
out exceeding the limits to which we are confined. How much 
the minittry were mortified and humbled, appeared trom Lord 
North’s conciliatory bills; by which the exerc‘fe of taxation in 
America was given up, and conmmiffioners were appointed to make 
propotals of peace to the colonies. * By thele bills, the grand ob- 
jects, the attainment of which had been purfued with fo much per- 
tinacity, and had led us into fo expenfive and defolating a war, were 
at once facriticed; and terms were offered to the revolted provinces 
fuperior to what they would thankfully have accepted at the begin- 
ning of the conteft. 

The condetcention of government was probably accelerated by 
the proipect of things with regard to France. Europe had, from 
the beginning, looked with an anxious, and, in general, not with 
a tavourable eye upon the differences between Great Britain and 
her Col ; we mean, with an eye not favourable to this coun- 
try. A new period feemed to be opening, which might prefent 
commercial advantages hitherto unexpeéted, and give birth toa 
different and more enlarged {yftem of policy. France, 1 parti- 
cular, was ftimulated, by the ftrongeft motives of ancient hof- 
tility, and prefent interett, to watch over the progrefs of the 


ruarrel with unremitted attention, and to add fuel to the flame. 
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she and Spain had opened their ports to the Americans ; and the 
former had afforded them every encouragement that could confitt 


with not entering into an open war with England. 


| At length, 
atter the affair of Saratova, 


the I'rench government formed a di- 
rect treatv with the thirteen united colonies, as independent ftates. 
Adniuniftration at home had long believed, or affected ta believe, 
wat ao tuch event would take place; and had afligned thofe re- 
mote 
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mote fpeculative reafons for their opinion, which are feldom found | 
to influence the counfels of nations. When the news arrived of | 
the alliance between France and America, a confiderable alarm was, 
at firft, excited in the kingdom, and the miniftry were greatly 
blamed for their want of political fagacity. ‘The treaty produced, 
as might be expected, an immediate rupture between the French 
and the Englith. : 

So ftrong a fenfe was entertained, by fome of the oppofition, of | 
the difficulty, and, indeed, the impoffibility of fubjugating the re. | 
volted colonies, that the Duke of Richmond made a motion, in 
the houfe of lords, for a long addrefs to his Majefty, requefting, 
amongft other things, that the troops might be withdrawn from 
America. The motion, in faét, went to the acknowledgment of 
American independence. ‘This idea was not only warmly cenfured 
by the miniftry and their friends, but was reprobated, in the ttrong- 
eit manner, by the Earl of Chatham; who, though his voice was 
much ‘enfeebled by indifpofition, made a fpeech againft it, which 
was replete with his accuitomed energy of fentimentand of language. 
The Duke of Richmond anfwered him, and as his Grace drew near 
to the end of the reply, the Earl’s foul feemed to be agitated with 
fome great thought, which laboured for utterance. When the 
Duke fat down, his Lordfhip attempted to rife, but his feelings 
proving too ftrong for his debilitated conftitution, he fuddenly 
prefied his hand to his ftomach, and fell into a convullive fit. A 
few weeks put an end to the life of thiseminent man. The public 
honours paid to his memory, and the provifion made for his family, 
were no more than a juft tribute of gratitude to the abilities and 
merit of the greateft orator, and the moft confummate and fuccefs- 
ful ftatefman, of the prefent age. 

‘Towards the clofe of the feffion of parliament, Sir George Sa- 
vile and Mr. Dunning, two of the moft refpetable and able mem- 
bers of the Britifh legiflature, brought a bill into the houfe of coms 
mons, for repealing fome of the penalties of a very fevere law, 
which had paffed in King William the Third’s reign, againit the 
Roman Catholics. The objects of the bill appeared fo juit and 
reafonable, that, if we recollect aright, it went through both houfes 
without a fingle negative. We need not fay, that the fatal effects 
to which the act hath given occafion, through the operation of ig- 
norance and bigotry on the minds of the lower clafles of the people, 
will long be a difhonour to our age and nation. It cannot, indeed, 
be reflected upon, without the moft fenfible indignation and re- 
gret, that a country which ftood in fuch high reputation for the 
extent of its knowledge, the liberality of its fentiments, and the 
tolerance of its principles, fhould, by the tranfaétions of an infa- 
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tuated populace, in 1780, be fo fadly difgraced in the face of Eu- 
rope, and in the view of pofterity. ; 

Some of the principle events, of the American war, 1n 1778, 
were the evacuation of Philadelphia; the mafterly retreat and 
march of the Englifh army acrofs the Jerfeys, under the condu& 
of Sir Henry Clinton, now appointed commander in chief; the 
battle near Monmouth ; and the unfuccefsful attempt of the con- 
tinental forces, aided by the French fleet under D’Eftoing, to re- 
cover the pofleffion of Rhode Ifland. The courfe of the year af- 
forded a variety of expeditions and fkirmifhes, both by fea and land, 
the account of which muft be fought for in the larger narrations 
of the times. 

In Europe, the chief tranfa&tion was the indecifive battle, on 
the 27th of July, between the two grand fleets of France and 
England, the former commanded by Count D’Orvilhers, and the 
latter by Admiral Keppel. Into the diffenfions which followed 
between the Admiral and Sir Hugh Pallifer, and the unhappy con- 
fequences of them, we fhall not enter, We fhall only obferve, 
that if fuch a trial and acquittal as Mr. Keppel’s, will not fecure 
the character of an officer for integrity and courage, all other me- 
thods of doing it muit be ineffeCtual. ‘The rejoictngs on account 
of the judgment of the court martial in his favour, were carried 
to an excefs which rendered them foolifh in themifelves, and hurte 
ful to the admiral. 

The commiffioners, who in confequence of Lord North’s con- 
ciliatory bills, went over to America, to propofe terms of peace 
to the Colonies, were wholly unfuccefsful. The conceffions, 
which formerly would have been received with the utmoft grati- 
tude, were rejected with difdain. Now was the time of American 
pride and haughtinefs. Itis, probable, however, that it was not 
pride and haughtinefs alone that diftated the refolutions of the 
Congrefs, but a diftruit of the fincerity of the offers of Great Bri- 
tain, a determination not to give up their independency, and, above 
all, the engagements into which they expected to enter, by a Jate 
treaty with France. Every lover of his country mutt regret that 
the commiffion ended in widening inftead of healing the breach it 
was intended to repair. 

The feffion of parliament that met in November 1778, and fat 
till the beginning of July 1779, was as fruitful in motions and de- 
bates as any by which it had been preceded. ‘The condué of the. 
adiniralty board in particular, and eipecially the conduét of the firft 
lord of that board, was the obje& of frequent attacks, and of re- 
peated difcuflion and cenfure. Attempts were made, though with- 
ut fuccefs, to afford commercial relict to Ireland; an enquiry was 
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inftituted into Sir William Howe’s management of the American 
war; evidence was examined in the cafe of General Burgoyne ; the 
confideration of the _ violence committed on Lord Pigot, in the 
Eaft Indies, was referred to a committee ;, the new militia bill, 
brought in by Lord North, and which originally provided for 
doubling the number of that body of men, was defeated of its prin. 
cipal purpofe, in the houfe of peers; and an act was pailed, taking 
away, fora limited time the legal exemptions from being pretied to 
ferve on board the navy. 

During this feffion of parliament, religious liberty received a con. 
fiderable increafe, by the provition which was made tor granting a 
legal toleration to Diflenting minifters, and fchoo!-matters, without 
their fubfcribing to any of the articles of the church of England, 
After the indulgence which had been granted to the Roman Catho. 
lics, this wasa favour that could not be with-held from Protettant 
nonconformifts; and, therefore, it was rather offered, than fought 
for, at the hands of government. ‘Ihe bill that was obtained did 
not completely anfwer to the withes of the Diflenters in general; 
and to fome {peculative men among them itafforded no relief. Ne- 
verthelefs, it was regarded by a large majority of them as a great 
acquifition. 

To the difficulties and enemies to which the Britifh empire was 
already expofed, was this year added a rupture with Spain, The 

xcople were alarmed with the apprehentions of an invafion, and 
Sata’ had the mortification of fecing the united fleets of the 
French and Spaniards riding triumphantly on her coafts. Happily 
no effect was produced, equal to fo hoitile and threatning an ap- 
pearance. 

‘The American war was ftill carried on without producing any 
of thole decifive events that promifed to bring it to a conclufion. 
An expediton was formed againft Georgia which was attended with 
fuccefs: and that province was reftored to its former obedience to 
the Englifh government. General Prevoft was obliged to recede 
from his attempt againft Charles-Town, but that commander 
had the glory, towards the end of the year, of repulfing a very for- 
midable attack that was made upon him, at Savannah, by the 
united forces of the French and the Americans, and of totally de- 
feating the expedition of Count D’Eftaign in that part of the 
world. ‘The other actions on the continent, though they ftrongly 
difplayed the ikill, courage, and activity of the Britifh officers and 
troops, produced no effeé&ts that were peculiarly important. In 
the Wett Indies, the ifland of St. Lucia was taken from the 
} rench ; but we had the misfortune of lofing Dominica, St. Vin- 
cent’s, and Grenada, The naval engagements, though bravely 
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fought, were far from being decifive. In the Eaft Indies, we had 
the fatisfaction of reducing Pondicherry. 

In looking back upona “period that hath been full of calamitous 
events, and which hath fadly diminifhed the proiperity and luftre 
of Britain, we have itill the parm of meeting with fome circum- 
{tances of confolation. ‘The refources of the nation have appeared 
to be immentfe; andthe valour of our military and naval ofhcers, 
of our foldiers and our failors, hath been fignally con{picuous. 
At the fame time, ‘the literary genius of our country hath fhone 
with uncommon fplendour. Every branch of fcience and polite 
le arning hath fyccefsfully been cultivated. ‘The difcoveries of na- 
tural philofophy have been numerous and ftriking; the refearches 
Into antiquity have been deep and ingenious; the operations and 
progr sof the human mind, of fociety and manners, have been 
clotely ‘invettigate -d; and knowledge hath ardently been fought for 
jnevery part of the world. The fine arts of painting, feulpture, 
architecture, and gardening have been carried to extraordinary per- 
feftion ; and the pub lic taite hath been eminently improved. The 
prefent reign hath given birth toa variety of elegant produdtions, 
In profe and verfe. In fhort, Great Britain hath fufiained herfelf 
with a grandeur which induces us to hope, that, if any means can 
putting an end to the tatal American contett, the 
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may fill hold a difiinguifhed rank among the empires of the globe. 
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CHAPTER ILI 
oO ifervations on the State of Public Affairs, previous to the Meering of Pare 


lament. Grievances of Ireland. 


Speech from the Throne. Addreffis and 


Amendinents moved for in both Houfes, with the canfequent Debates. 


‘Te period at which our 


Hittory commences, is one 
of the moft interefting that occurs 
in the annals of Great Britain. 
‘The various and important events 
by which it is charaéterifed, have 
excited the attention of all Europe ; 
and too many of them are of fuch 
a nature as cannot but produce very 
painful fenfations in the breaft of 
every ‘fincere friend to the honour 
and interefts of his country. That 
dignity and fplendour, in which the 
nation had long appeared in the 
eyes of mankind, have been ex- 
© ecedingly diminifhed by the unhap- 

© py confequences of civil war; and 
the Brith empire, which, a few 
years fince, feemed in a condition 
to give law to the world, is now 
threatened with the total lofs of 
many ofits ancient poffeffions, con- 
vulfed with internal difcord, fur- 
rounded by the moft formidable 
enemies, and ftruggling under al- 
moft infuperable difficulties. 

When the fixth feffion of the 
fourteenth parliament of Great Bri- 


tain naene, an open war with 
17 006 





the American colonies had fubfifted 
upwards of four years, and very 
vigorous efforts had been mate to 
reduce them to their wonted fubor- 
dination to the mother-country : 
but the powerful armaments which 
had been fent againft them, had 
hitherto been attended with little 
effect. Though the Americans 
muft have been extremely haraffed, 
and have encountered innumerable 
difficulties, dangers, and fatigues, 
in their arduous conteit with the 
parent-ftate, yet they difcovered no 
inclination to fubmit again to her 
authority. The blood which had 
been fpilt, the devaftation of their 
country, which had marked the pro- 
grefs of the way, and the fires, that, 
perhaps, with more wantormefs-and 
afperity than true wifdom, had been 
kindied in fome of their towns and 
villages, had fo inereafed their ani- 
mofity, that they feemed refolved, 
at all hazards, to maintain their in- 

dependency. | 
In Great Britain, the hopes’ of 
fubduing the Americans weré con- 
fiderably abated; but it was a mea- 
B. ' fire 
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fure which many concurrent cir- 
cumftances, and efpecially the in- 
terterence of foreign enemics, had 
now rendered dificult to be hatti- 
ly relinquifhed, even if fuch had 
been the inclination of govern- 
ment. That it would have no fuch 
inclination, untefs it ihould be im- 
potted en to it bv the moit abfolute ne- 
cel Hitys \ as apparent trom the whole 
conduct ot adminittration. The 
views of the miniltry in this refpect 
had been adopted by both houtes of 
parliament, and were favoured by 
a large, if not the larger part of 
the nation; though, on the other 
hand, both the principles and po- 
licy of recovering the Americans by 
torce were re probated by greatnume- 
DC! and liad been tt rong iva P| led 
by men of the firft eminence tor 
poutical wildom and ability. At 
the time We are {pe: tkin g ol, many 
even of thofe who had * been mort 
averfe tothe cluuns ot the Colonics 
bevan to be weary of a war, the 
fuceefs of which had been fo little 
aniwerable to public expectation, 
which had involved us in hottilitves 
with France and Spain, and had 
added an enormous weight to the 
national burthens. In ‘the courte 
of this unhappy conteit, the trade 
ot Great Britain was, in certain re- 
fpects, greatly diminithed, the va- 
i.c ot lands much tallen, the dit- 
ficulty of railing money upon pri- 
vate fecurity rendered almott uncon- 
guerable, the pul b] ic debt arifen 
to an amazing height, and taxes 
continually inere afing to a degree 
Which pretled | hard upor nevery rank 
and order of men. The honour of 
the nation had likewile been fome- 
wiat leffened by the terrors of a 
threatened invatior n. and by the a ap- 
pearance, in the Brituth channel, of 
fuch a formidable combined fleet of 
France and Spain, that an engaye- 
meat wiih ity vl OUr part, it not 
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abfolutely avoided, was at leat (and 


perhaps wilcly) tar trom being {o. 
licited. 

In this ftate of public affairs, it 
is not f} urprizing that vaft numbers 
ot people ould be difcontented, 
and that the oppofition fhould con- 
demn, in the itrongeft terms, the 
conduct of a miniitry, who had been 

equ: ally unfortunate in War and in 
negociation, and wh: ofe 
had been productix e 
evils. Stull, howeve: 
diffatisfaction was not ether to great 
or fo univerfal as m tat have been 
expected. The principles on which 
the American war was origi vally 
founded, continued to be maintain. 
ed by multitudes of al! ranks: and 
the want ot fuccets in it was rather 
unputed to the tault ot particular 
commanders, than to the nature of 
the undertaking, in countries at 
fuch a diftance, and amongit a peo- 
ple refolved to maiaitain thei trees 
dom. Neither had the commerce 
of this kingdom iuitered in the de- 
gree that was to have been appree 
hended. Our manutuctures were 
fuppoted to make their way to Ame. 
rica, though indirect! ly, aud cer 
tainly not in any proportion to what 
had been the caie keretotore; and 


me: lures 
t fo many 


the diminution of them, where the § 


demand tor them was diminished, 


was rendered leis fentible by large 
numbers ot workmen having r ene 
litied in the army, or been engaged 
in the militia. It is faid alfo, that 


the national trade in other reipects, Fe 
and ¢lpecia lly to the northern aad F 


north-eattern parts of Europe, was 
in a flouri{hing ftate. 


the {pirit of 
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plies, which was extremely favour- 
able to the meafures of govern- 
ment, and leffened the general dif- 
cernment of the calamitics and dan- 
ers ot the nation. 

But whatever fupinenefs there 
might be in the inhabitants of 
England, the people of Ireland 
awakened the government to 
fome attention to their com- 
plaints. The Irith had long la- 
boured under confiderable griev- 
ances, in confequence of fundry 
unjuft and injudicious reftraints ot 
the p: irliament of England refpecting 
their trade. Thete reftraints h: id 
injured Ireland without benefiting 
Great Britain. The Irth had been 
prohibited from manufacturing their 
own wool, in order to favour the 
woollen manufactory of Great Bri- 
tain: the coniequence of which 
was, that the Jrifh wool was fmug- 
eled over into France, and the peo- 
pleof that country were thereby en- 
abled to rival us in our woollen ma- 
nutacture, and to deprive us of a 
part of that trade. ‘The embargo 
laid on the exportation of provifions 
from Ireland, had likewile been ex- 
tremely prejudi icial to that king- 
dom. The people of Ireland allo 
laboured under a variety of other 
grievances, which called aloud for 
redrefs; and the diftrefies of their 
manutacturers, as well as of thofe 
of Great Britain, had been much 
increated by the confequences of 


the American war. Some e attempts 
had been made for their relief in 
parliament, but without fuccefs; 


tor a partiality in favour of the 
trade of England had prevented 
juftice from being done to Ireland. 
But fome incidents, which happen- 
ed aft erwards, at length operated 
itrongly in favour of that om 
When a large body of the king 

troops had been with drawn foots 
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Ireland, inorderto carry on the ope- 
rations of the American war, a con- 
fiderablenumber of Irith gentlemen, 
farmers, tradets, and other perfons, 
had armed: atid formed themfelves 
into woludbeer companies and affo- 
elations, for the detence of Ireland 
acain it any foreie n nva de 2b Se By 
degrees thefe volunteer aflociations 
became numerous well- difci- 
plined; antd it was foon diteovered, 
that they were inclined to maintain 
their rights at home, as well as to 
detend themiclves a: val inft foreign 
enemies. When their armed aflo- 
ciations became numerous and for- 
midable, the Irifh began to affume 
adn higher tone than they had been 
before accuftomed to; and as the 
remont{trances of men armed are not 
the moft likely to be flighted, they 
met with unufual attention both 
from their own parliament, and 
from that of Grea: Britain. The 
ill fuccefs of violent and coercive 
meafures againit the Ai meric: in CcOo- 
lonics might, alfo probably, lead ad- 
miniitration to greater moderation 
in ther treatment of Ircland. ‘The 
parliament of England addreffed the 
king, on the 11th of May, 1779, 
recommending to his ma} vefty” s mott 
ferious confideration the diftrefied 
and impoverifhed ftate of the loyal 
and well-de rate. people of Ire- 
land, and ¢ efiring him to direct 
that there fh ula ‘be prepared, and 
laid before parliament, fuch parti- 
s relative tothe trade and ma- 
nufactures ot Great Britain and Ire- 
land, as fhould en: able the national 
wiidom to purfue effectual meafures 
for promoting the common ttrength, 
wealth, and commerce of his 
majefty’s fubjeéts in both king- 
doms. Tothis addrefs his maietiy 
replied, that he would give di- 
rections accordingly: and it was 
ftrongly recommended by the op- 
Bb 2 potions 
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pofition, that the Britifh parliament 
fhould continue to fit; and that or- 
ders fhould be forthwith given for 
calling the parliament of Ireland, 
that their juit complaints might be 
feltyeontidered, and remedied with 
out delay. But the motion for this 

urpofe was over-ruled: and the 
Englith parliament was prorogued. 
The people of Ireland now feemed 
to think that they were trifled 
with, and great difcontents prevail- 
ed throughout that kingdom. When 
the Irifh parliament met, in Octo- 
ber, 1779, very warm debates en- 
fued, and both houtes prefented ad- 
dreffes to the king, in which they 


‘declared, that nothing but granting 


Ircland a free trade could fave it 
from ruin. It being afterwards fuf- 
pected by the people, that the 
members would not exert themfelves 
with vigour in promoting the inte- 
refts of Ireland, a very daring and 
numerous mob aflembled betore the 
parliament-houfe, Dublin, crying 
out for a free trade, and a thort 
money-bill. They affaulted the 
members, and endeavoured to com- 
cl them to fwear that they would 
wow. the intereft of their country 
by voting for a fhort money-bill; 
and they demolifhed the houfe of 
the attorney-general. The tumult 
at length fublided; and two Irith 
money-bills, for ix months only, 
were fent over to England, where 
they pafled the great teal, and were 
immediately returned. 

The fixth feffion of the fourteenth 
parliament of Great Britain began 
to be held at Weftminiier, on 
Thurfday, the 25th day of Novem- 
ber, 1779. It was opened by a 
{peech from the throne, wherein 
his majefty declared, that he had 
met the parliament at a time, when 
himfelf, and the two houfes, were 
called upon by every principle of 





duty, and every confideration of jj,. 
tereft, to exert their united efforts | 
in the fupport and detence of their 
country, attacked by an unjuft and 
unprovoked war, and contending 
with one of the moft dangerous con- 
federacics that ever was formed 
againft the crown and people of 
Great Britain. He obferved tha 
the deligns and attempts of their 
enemies to invade this kingdom had 
been hitherto fruftrated and difap. 
pointed; but Great Britain was ttill 
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menaced with formidable armaments 77 
and preparations. His majefty, how. | 
ever, expreffed great confidence in |) 
the courage and {pirit of the people; 77 


that they were well prepared to op. | 7 
fe their enemies; and trufted 7% 
that the Britifh fleets and armies 77 
would be able to protect their owa [7 
country, to meet every attack, and 7 
to repel every infult. He took no 
tice, that in the midft of his care 7 
and folicitude for the fafety and 7 
welfare of great Britain, he hat @ 
not been inattentive to the ttate of 7 
his loyal and faithful kingdom oi | 
Ireland; and had, theretore, in’ 
confequence of the addreiles pre 
fented to him in the preceding fel 7 
fion, ordered fuch papers to be col-| 
lected and laid before the parlia 7 
ment, as might aifitt their delibera- 7” 
tions in the affairs of Ireland; and? 
he recommended it to them to com) 
fider, what farther benefits and ad- 7 
vantages mipht be extended to tha) 
kingdom. Much concern was ex) 
preffed, that the naval and military 7 7 
eftablifhments, and the neceflary 
operations of the enfuing yea 
flould inevitably be attended with 7 
fuch great expences; his majefty ~ 


relied, however, on the wifdom and) 
public fpirit of the commons for tht 77 
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entire approbation of the good con 
duct and difcipline of the militia; 
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and declared, that he was firmly 
refolved to profecute the war with 
vigour, and to make every exertion 
in ee to compel the enemy to 
liften to equitable terms of peace 
and accommodation. 
The motion for an addrefs to the 
king on this fpeech, was made in 
» houfe of peers by the earl of 
Chefterfietd , Who entered into a 
paneg ryrical analyfis of the feveral 
parts of it. He beftowed hich en- 
comiums on his majefty ’s benevolent 
attention to the interefts of his peo- 
ple; and particularly inftanced the 
paternal regard which he had 
evidenced for the welfare of Ireland. 


He faid, he made no doubt, but 
that country would receive every 
indulgence which its deiterts, and 


the wifdom of his majefty’s coun- 
cils, might think fafe or ¢ xpe dient ; 
fuch a {pecies of relicf, as would fe- 


cure it the unanimous fupport of 


his fubjects of both kingdoms, be- 
caufe founded in mutual benefit and 
advantage. He concluded, atter 
taking notice of the dangerous 
{chemes which appeared to be form- 
ing by foreign powers againft this 
hingdom, with prefiing unanimity 
on every fide of the houfe, as the 
only poflible means of averting the 
dangers and evils with w hich the 
nation was furrounded, 

The motion for an addrefs was 
feconded by lord Grantham; who 
obferved, that he had been for 
many years abfent from his coun- 
try, and therefore could not pro- 
tend to determine, or give decided 
opinions on the various and fuccef- 
five caufes which had led the king- 
dom into its prefent deplorable fi- 
tuation. This, however he could 
fay, that when he went abroad, it 
was the very reverfe of what he 
found it on his return. When he 
left England, it was feared and re- 
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fpected abroad; every part of the 
empire e and its dependencies were in 
a ftate of tranquility; the Houfe of 
Bourbon had been humbled, and 
the family-compact oftenfibly dif- 
folved; or at lcaft the powers en- 
gaged in it had been rendered in- 
capable of effectuating their pur- 
pofcs. But the cafe was now far 
otherwife: the family- compact was 
in its full vigour; and the object of 
it. was the difmemberment of the 
Britifh empire, which included in it 
the overthrow, the annihilation of 
our naval power. His lordfhip com- 
plained much of the perfidy of the 
court of Spain; and urged the ne- 
ceflity of pees the moft {pirited 
exertions againft the Houfe of 
Bourbon. 
The addrefs, according to the 
ufual cuftom in thefe compofitions, 
was a mere echo of the royal {peech, 
It was ftrong ly oppoted by the mar- 
quis of Rockingham ; ; who obferv- 
ed, that the firit paragraph in the 
addrefs recognized the bietfings of 
his majefty’s government: but, his 
lordfhip atked, was that recogni- 
tion founded in truth? Was it not 
an infult to that houfe, when ap- 
pliedto his majefty’s miniflers? Was 
there a noble lord in that houfe, of 
any defcription, who could lay his 
hand on his heart, and fairly con- 
gratulate his majeity on the bleffings 
enjoyed under his government? It 
was impoffible: no bias, no preju- 
dice, no temptation, could fo far 
confound truth and reafon with their 
oppofites, as to convert the very 
caufe of our misfortunes into blefl- 
ings. A vote might be procured, 
expreflive of fuch an approbation ; 
but even a vote could go no farther: 
it could not clofe up the eyes of 
mankind, who would on fuch occa- 
fions as thefe fee things as they 
were, not as they weie reprefent 
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by the very perfon whofe power, 
and perhaps perfonal prefervation, 
depended upon fuch a grois {pecies 
of delufion and impofition, His 
lordthip rook an abftract view of his 
majetty’s reign, by fhewing the prof- 
perity, the dignity, the extenfive- 
nefs of the empire, on his acceffion 
to the throne, and contrafting it 
with the mifery, the diftrefles the 
degradation, and the prefent dimi- 
nution of the Britifh dominions. 
This fatal chain of ruin and deftruc- 
tion to e¥ery part of the empire, he 
faid, he had early forefecn in the 
prefent reign. ‘The flag of prero- 
gative had been hoifted above fitteen 
years before; and the intentions of 
the miniltry were evidently tocarry 
this enfign of thew authority into 
every part of his majefty’s domi- 
tions. After pointing out tpe mil- 
conduct of the adminiitration in a 
varicty of inftances, he moved an 
amencment of the addrefs to the fol- 
lowing purport: “ To befeech his 
majefty to reflect upon the extent of 
territory, the power, the opulence, 
the reputation abroad, and the con- 
cord at home, which diftinguifhed 
the opening of his majetty’s reign, 
and marked it as the mott fplendid 
and happy period in the hiftory of 
this nation; and to turn his eves on 
the endangered, impoverifhed, en- 
tecbled, ditt racted, and even dil- 
membered ftate of the whole, after 
all the grants of fucceflive parlia- 
ments, Jiberal ta profufion, and 
trufting tothe very urmott extentof 
national confidence. His majefty 
will naturally expect to receive the 
honett opinion of a faithful and af- 
fectionate pariiament, who would 
betrav his maietty and their coun- 
try, itthey did not diftinetly fate 
to his majetty, that if any thing 
can prevent the confummation of 
public ruin, it can be only new 


AND 


councils and new counfellors, with. 
out farther lofs of time: a rea! 
change, from a fincere conviction of 

aft errors, and not a mere pal- 
Reclan. which muft prove fruit. 
lefs.”” 

This fpirited amendment was 
zealoufly defended by the minority 
lords; but as vehemently oppofed 
by thofe on the fide of adminiftra. 
tion. It was remarkable, that the 
young ford Lyttelton, though he 
held a poft under the government, 
arraigned the prefent meafures with 
creat feverity. Unanimity had been 
itrongly recommended by the court 
party : upon which his lordhip faid, 
that minifters talked of the neceffity 
of being united, in the very mo- 
ment that their own conduct was an 
example of the moft jarring coun- 
cils, and the moft divided opinions, 
He had ever conceived that decifion 
was the foundation, the folid batis 
of unanimity: but could the prefent 
minitry fay, that their government 
was decifive? What was their go- 
vernment ? Who could define their 
fyftem? Whowouldbehardy enough 
to fay, that they had any fettled 
plan? Theirconduct was fo change- 
able, and fo cameleon-like, that na 
man could fix uponits colour. Fa- 
tal experience had fhewn the futility 
of their late policy: America ftared 
them in the tace ; it fhewed the folly 
of minifters in a rafh, a ridiculous, 
an extravagant, a mad war, in 
which it was evident fuccefs was un- 
attainable; and which, inftead of 
heing governed by a wife, regular, 
and well digefted plan, like their 
whole conduct, was merely a chain 
of expedients, a repetition of ins 
{tances of governing and dividing, 
of that wretched, that abominable 
policy, the divide et imperia ! His 
lord{hip alfo reprefented the con- 
duct of adminittration refpecting lre- 
land 
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land as extremely weak and indeci- 
five; and ftated the affairs of that 
kingdom to be in a very alarming 
firuation. He obferved, that he h: id 
been in Ireland but a tew weeks 
before, and that there were then 
three large bodies of armed men, 
men armed under aflociations, not 
in the pay or poverninent, not even 
recognized by government, to the 
amount ot 42,000; ot which nearly 
590 were as well trained and 
di f iplined as out militia, after they 
had been embodied a twelvemonth. 
Thefe aflociations conlifted of the 
Vhigs of Ireland, who had been 
orig nally armed tor the defence ot 
their country againft foreign toes, 

but had fince declared, that they 

would alfo hold their arms ready to, 
be turned againtt domeitic ences. 
‘They were men who execrated det- 
potitin, Who contidered patlive obe- 
dience, and non- refittance, as a fla- 
vith do¢trine enforced only by ty- 
yants, and to which none would fub- 
mit but beings loil to every fenfe of 
manly feeling, and unworthy to en- 
joy the bleilings of freedom. They 
were refolved to have their griev- 
ances redretied ; and the only way 
by which the confidence of Ireland 
was to be regained, was by granting 
her a free trade, unloading her pen- 
fion-lit, and lightening her burden. 
But thefe advantages the Irth ex- 
pected only from a Whig admini- 
{tration ; and they confidered the 
preient fyftem of meatures as ex- 
tremely hoftile to their wifhes. 

It was maintained, on the other 
fide, that the account which had 
been given of the {tate of affairs in 
Ireland wasmuch ex; ivycrated; that 
the peeple of Ireland were not only 
loyal, but affectionate; and that it 
was as abhorrent to their principles, 
as it was alien to their hearts and 
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inclinations, to employ thofe arms 
which were put into their hands for 
their fafety, protection, and felf- 
defence, in endeavouring to diflolve 
the ancient and conilitutional con- 
nexion, by which both kingdoms 
were knit together. It was ad- 
mitted, that the Irifh deferved every 
attention and indulgence that could 
poflibly be fhewn them: and it was 
declared to be the de fien ot admini- 
(tration to redrefs their grievances. 
but as tothe amendment moved tor 
by the marquis ot Rockingham, it 
was aflerted to be aninvective againit 
the government. His majeity had 
made a fpeech from the throne, in 
which he had called upon his par- 
liament for their tupport and affit- 
ance, at atime when the country 
was threatened with imvation by the 
moit powerful confederacy that ever 
contpired to attack Great Britain ; 
and would their lordthips, it was 
afked, give the enemies of Great 
Britain trefh reafon for renewmg 
their hottile efforts, by leading them 
to imagine, that the king and his 
parlis iment Were not cordial to each 
other, and that we were ina ftate of 
dittraction at home; and therefore, 
that any attempts againft us would 
be attended with the greater proba- 
bility of fuccefs ? On the contrary, 
if the y were influenced by adue re- 
gard tq the interefts of their coun- 
try, they would join unanimoufly 
in a loyal addrefs to his majefty, ai- 
furing him of their readinefs to give 
him the fulleft fupport. 

In the courfe ot the debate, the 
earl of Shelburne entered into aview 
of the ftate of the nation, refpecting 
its internal condition, and the future 
profpects which prefented them- 
felves. He arraigned the conduét of 
the miniftry in very pointed terms : 
he fhewed how much they had 
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neglected Ireland, and how fhame- 
fully inattentive they had been to 
the ifland of Jamaica; he touched 
upon the lofs of Dominica, St. Vin- 
cent’s, and Grenada, which bore, 
he fuid, every appearance of trea- 
chery, as well as folly and neglect ; 
and his lordfhip concurred in the 
amendment propofed by the noble 
marquis. 
The Duke of Richmond repre- 
fented in very ftrong terms the 
ruinous fituation to which the na- 
tion was reduced, and arraigned 
the conduét of the adminiftration 
in general, and, in particular, of the 
firft lord of the Admiralty, and lord 
Amherft, commander in chief of 
the forces. He exprefied his afto- 
nifhment that the earl of Sandwich 
was not afhamed to continue in 
office, when every day’s experience 
afforded frefh proofs of his total 
unfitnefs for that important fta- 
¢ion ; and when fuch men as a 
Keppel, a Howe, a Harland, a 
Pivot, and a Barrington, were de- 
terinined never to ferve under him; 
by which means the nation was de- 
prived, in a time of the greateft 
danger, of its beft fupport and 
fureit protection. He complained 
of the little attention that had been 
paid to the fecurity of Plymouth, 
and that no proper meafures had 
been adopted tor the detence of that 
important place. The earl of Sand- 
wich and lord Amherit both endea- 
voured to vindicate themfelves; and 
the lord Chancellor oppofed the 
amendment propofed by the marquis 
of Rockingham with great ingenuity 
and{fubtilty ofargument, LordCam- 
den urged the neceility ef adopting 
new meatures, and ot removing the 
prefent minitiers: he entered largely 
into the affairs of ircland, and the 
conduct of adminittration refpecting 





that kingdom: he alfo gave a com, 7 
pendious hiftory of the whole of | 
the American war, and the varioy © 
meafures which in that and the 
other houfe of parliament had given | 
x birth and maturity, which had 
brought France into the quarrel, 
and finally given exiftence to the 7 > 
formidable confpiracy that now 99 
fubfifted againftGreat Britain, Af. 
ter placing the mifconduct of admis 
niftration in a ftrong point of view, 
he concluded, that the men who 
had a¢ted in the manner he had 
ftated, were no longer worthy of 
the favour and protection of their 
fovereign, or the confidence of the © 
people. . 
The earl of Mansficld obferved, 19 
that the two leading facts ftated in 77 
the marquis of Rockingham’s 
amendment were thefe: that his mae 
jefty, on his acceflion, found the nae 
tion in a ttate of the higheft apparent 
profperity; and that, notwithftand- 
ing this, it was now reduced toa & 
moft dangerous and calamitous fitue. 7% 
ation, ‘Thefe facts, his lordfhip & 
faid, were moft certainly true ; no 
man could pretend to controvert 
them ; but, in his opinion, the de- 
duétion from thefe premifes did not 
at all follow. For things might con- 
tinue to grow worfe, and yet the 
public misfortunes not be juftly im- 
putable to the minifters: not that he 
pretended to decide one way or the = 
other; but it ftruck him, upon atran- 
fient view, that the whole of our di- 799 
ftrefles could not juftly be laid atthe © 
door of any fet of minifters, or any “© 
particular defcription of men. It was 
not the prefent minifters who had firt 7 
agitated the queftion about exercifs 7 
ing the legiflative rights in this 7 
country over America. They had 
neither paffed the ftamp-act, nor res 7 
pealed it; they had pot laid on the 7 
Americaa 
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American duties; and whatever the 
meatures were, good or bad, wife 
or unwife, they had only followed 
up what had ben before chalked 
outfor them. Whether it was good 
policy to purfue thofe meafures, or 
whether they had been purfued in a 
manner the beft calculated to obtain 
the obic¢t, was a matter of diftinét 
confideration: but be that as it 
might, it was by no means fair, his 
Jordfhip faid, to make a particular 
application of a propofition, which 
was applicable to thofe who had for- 
merly been in adminiftration, as 
well as to the prefent miniftry. 
Some of the meafures refpecting 
America had been concurred in by 
noblemen now in the oppofition ; 
and he could not, he faid, in juftice, 
vote for the amendment propoted, 
which went to the cenfure of a par- 
ticular fet ef mén, for purfuing a 
line of public conduct not devifed by 
themfelves in point of principle, 
and which had no better fupport 
than a confequence flowing from a 
fyftem, in which they could only be 
participants. He concluded with 
recommending a coalition of partics, 
as the beft meafure which could be 
adopted for the falvation ot the 
kingdom in its prefent firnation. 
After a debate of very unufual 
length, the houfe divided upon the 
marquis of Rockingham’s amend- 
ment; for the amendment 41, 
againft it 82; and the original 
queftion being put on the addrefs, 
it was agreed to without a divifion. 

In the houfe of commons the mo- 
tion for an addrefs was made by lord 
Lewifham, and feconded by lord 
Parker, But an amendmentexactly 
fimilar to that propofed in the houfe 
of lords was moved for by lord 
John Cavendifh, and feconded by 
Mrz. David Hartly. The members 
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in oppofition arraigned, in very 
ftrong terms, the conduct of admi- 
niftration ; and maintained, that the 
removal of the perfons now in power 
from their offices, was the only 
means of delivering the nation from 
that ruin with w hich it was threa- 
tened. It was lamented, that the 
fleet of Great Britain had been feen 
flying from the enemy, and aban- 
doning a naked coaft to their infults ; 
that Sir Charles Hardy had been 
compelled by the inferiority of his 
fleet, to fhun theenemy, and fuffer 

them to difplay their triumphant 
flay in the Briuih Channel; while 
Ply mouth, the great naval key of 
the kingdom, and the fecond naval 
arfenal, was left without defence to 
the mercy of our enemies. In the 
Weit Indies, it was alfo faid, our 
fituation was truly deplorable: Do- 
minica was captured, St. Vincent’s 
wrelted from us, and Grenada once 
more reduced to the obedience of 
France. Inthe Mediterrancan our 
trade was annihilated, Gibraltar was 
befieged, and we had not been able 
hitherto to fend it the leaft relief; 
and the profpect America would 
prefent, if brought forward, was fo 
gloomy, that the miniftry had cau- 
tioully drawn a veil over it, to keep 
it from the public eye. To increafe 
our misfortunes, it was farther re- 
marked, we appeared to be deftitute 
of any ally. Under former admi- 
niftrations continental conne¢ctions 
had been judged neceffary; but at 
prefent they were exploded: for as 
we affected to difregard the conti- 
nent, and aur former friends there, 
the continent had learned, by ex- 
ample, todifresardus. T here was 
no alliance, no combination, nor in- 
terference in our favour, either on 
lucrative or gencrous motives. The 
whole powcy of the houfe of Bour- 
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bon was colleéted, and directed 
againftus. In tormer wars, we had 
allies, who compelled France-to di- 
vide her power, and fend great part 
of her porces, the very flower ot her 
troops, and the main ftrength wd 
her kingdom, to the banks of t! 

Rhine, the Wefer, and the Da- 
nube; but the prefent wile mini- 
fters, acting in their new fyitem, 
had deprived us of that refource, 
which had never failed fince the Ke- 
volution to baffle and deteat ourene- 
mies. Much complaint was alfo 
madé of the management of the 
army. Enormous fums, it is faid, 
had been voted for it, and expend- 


ed without the leaft appearance ot 


ccconomy ; and, inftead of detach- 
ing part of i it to act with vigour 

aguinft the enemy, the whole enor- 
mous machine was kept idle and in- 
active athome. The modelling of 
the army was as fcandalous as it was 
unjuft. The experienced veteran 
was obliged to make way forthe raw 
fubaltern, who had more freinds or 
fortune, than merit or claim from 
long fervice, to recommend him. 
Thus murmurings, jealoufies, and 
grievances were created,among thofe 


who were fighting the battles of 


their country, and undergoing all 
the fatigues and perils of war; and 
who certainly ought not to have 
their attention diverted trom their 
duty, by the ill-treatment of men 
IN power. 

it was alfo remarked, that of late 
years, amoft dangerous doctrine had 
gone torth, and had been moft fe- 
duloutly propagated by the followers 
of adminiftration, and perhaps by 
fome of its members; ni: unely, 
“that the king was his” own mini- 
tter, his own admiral in chief, his 
own general, his own fecretary, his 
own prehdent of the council, his 
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own financier.”” Thus his majefty 
was made the fhield behind which 
knavery, fervility, and every {pe. 
cies of native folly, t: eachery, an 
viliainy, might fcreen themfelves 
from punithment. If a firtt lord of 
the admiralty, or of the treafury, 

or any other minifter, was blamed, 
he would fay, ‘* but obey the or- 
ders of my fovereign, he is his own 
minifter, and in him are concente red 
all the wifdom, {kill, and experi- 
ence, of his humbie fubftitute, and 
allthofe who aét in fubordinate ti. 
tuations.” This doctrine, by which 
the refponfibility of the fervants was 
transterred to the pe: rfonal and po- 
litical character of the matter, di- 
rectly tended to overthrow the con- 
ftitution, and ought to be checked, 
or inftantly centured, in the molt 
politive terms. 

The fecretary at war obferved, 
that it was not the language of any 
of the minitters, either w ithin that 
houie, or out of it, that the hiag 
was his own minifter, and therefore 
they were not refponfible for their 
conduct. With refpect to his own 
department, he difclaimed in the 
moft unreferved and unequivocal 
terms any fuch idea; and declared 
that he looked upon himfelf to be 
refpanlibie torevery thing tranfact- 
ed in his office, fo far as the fame 
was really within his controul. 

The adminiftration was detended 
with great ability by Lord North, 
who maintained that the fuperionity 
of the enemy, at the prefent crifis, 
Was not imputable to the miniltry, 
or the refult of their inattention or 
mifconduct, but proceeded from 
other caufes. For when the whole 
houfe of Bourbon was fuffered to 
collect this force unmolefted, or un- 
difturbed, and to bring it to bear 
upon this country, it was impollible 
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for Great Britain to prevent them 
from outnumbering us in fhips; and 
yet ni sawithitanding their great fu- 
periority, if the hittory of the late 
cainpaign was examined into, it 
would be found that difgrace was 
theirs, not ours. They had fitted 
out a formidable armament, and 
had ventured to appear on our 
coaits; they had talked big, and 
threatened much; but they had 
done nothing, and retired, ‘Their 
immenfe armaments paraded, and 
parades 1 to no purpofe; and their 
miilions were fpentin vain. His 
lordthip obferved, that confiderable 
applaufe was due both to admini- 
ftration, and the commander of the 
weitern qa adror ny in the protection 
that had been given to our trade, 
thouch this had not been acknow- 
es deed by the gentlemen in the op- 
polition ; who ought to have been 
ingenuous et nough to confef$, that 
with th irty feven or forty tail of the 
line, to amufe, fix the attention, 
and keep in continual motion, a fleet 
of fixty-fix, required more than 
common abilities; and was moft fa- 
lutary in its eflects, as it kept toge- 

ier an immenfe armament, which, 
1f fent upon different fervices, and 
directed to fpecific. fervices in the 
weftern world, or clfewhere, would 
probably have deitroyed our trade 
aud commerce, and deprived us of 
jome of our moft valuable poffef- 


lions. For this fignal fervice the 
admiral, Sir Charles Hardy, de- 
ferved no Ie!s the admiration, than 


the applaute of his couutrymen. 
To decline an engagement, when 
he knew a reinforcement was jutt 
re cady to join him, and when the 

emy was fo much fuperior in point 
of number, was the effeét of pru- 
dence and eminent {kill in his pro- 
fiilion; to have accepted a chal- 
lenge, would have been the extreme 
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of rafh valour. Todraw the enemy 
up the Channel, where our fleet 
might have engaged with lefs difad- 
vantage, was a meafure which pru- 
dence tuggefted, and which fuperior 
judgment alone could have execut- 
ed. But the enemy did not think 
roper to come to an action up the 
hannel, or venture far eaftward: 
and had Sir Charles Hardy known 
then, as well as he did afterwards, 
the internal ftate of their fleet, he 
would have wifhed and earneftly 
fought an engagement; which there 
Was every reafon to apprehend, 
would have terminated in a manner 
very honourable for Great Britain. 
His lordfhip added, that we were 
certainly now in a much better pof- 
ture of defence, than when Spain 
declared againit us. Our fleet was 
much more numerous, and by the 
next {pring would be {till more fo; 
and our {hips were admirably equip- 
ped, manned, and officered: fo that 
there were ftrong hopes of a brilli- 
unt campaign the next fpring. As 
to Plymouth, care had been taken 
to reinforce the garrifon with two 
additional regiments; and if more 
were not fent, it was becaufe govern- 
ment was fatisfied, that Mont. D’Or- 
villiers, the French admiral, did not 
intend a debarkation at the time: 
he only meant to cover it, and oc- 
cupy that part of the Channel, 
while the tranfports with the troops 
were landing on fome other part of 
the coaft. Had it happened other- 
wife, Plymouth could have been 
eafily reinforced: and fince the ap- 
pearance of the enemy off that place, 
every precaution had been taken, 
that was neceflary to put it intoa 
ftate, which now enabled it to bid 
defiance to the united ¢fforts of the 
Houle of Bourbon. Our fituation, 
his lordfhip faid, was much more 
fecure and refpectable, than it was 
at 
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at the fame time the preceding 
ear; our fleét was much ftronger, 

and likely to be confiderably aug- 
mented, in the courfe of the win- 
ter, and commencement of the 
fpring; and, in fhort, we were fo 
well equipped, that no ge in 
Europe need hefitate, or be afraid, 
to make a common caufe with us. 
With refpeét to Ireland, it was in- 
tended to pay a proper attention to 
the grievances under which it la- 
boured, and to afford it all the af- 
fiftance and relief which were con- 
fiftent with the intereft of both king- 
doms. As to foreign alliances, the 
failure of thefe did not arfe from 
any fault of adminiftration ; it was 
not occafioned by their diflike of 
continental connections, but from 
the prevailing politics of other 

wers. Alliances had been fought 
or by his majefty’s minitters, but 
they had not been obtained; be- 
caufe forcign nations had hitherto 
declined taking any part in the af- 
fairs of Great Britain, in which 
they fuppofed themfelves tobe little 
concerned. 

His lordfhip acknowledged, that 
the amendment propofed by the no- 
ble lord contained no language that 
was unparliamentary. It was the 
duty of parliament to caufe mini- 
{ters to be removed ; but juftice re- 
quired, that proof fhould firft be 
made of their delinquency. To 
remove the fervants of the crown, 
without affigning any caufe for it, 
or attributing to them without a 
trial, what on trial would be found 
not imputable to them, would be 
unjuft and unprecedented. His 
lordfhip obferved, that he had been 
afked what he would do when he 
fhould find himfelf deferted by his 
friends in parliament? To that 
quettion, he faid, he was prepared 
to give aready anfwer: in fucha 


cafe he fhould inftantly retire + fop 
whenever the majority of the Houfe 
of Commons fhould difapprove of 4 
minifter’s conduct, he muft give 
way. Like atorrent, their difa 

probation muft, and ought, to fweep 
miniflers before it. 
forbid, exclaimed his lordfhip, that 


there fhould be a voice in the na | 


tion, ftronger, louder, more pe- 


remptory, Or decifive, than that of 7 
arliament. Whenever my account: | 
ing day fhall come, and that day | 


muft come, I fhall meet it without 
fear. There are laws tor the pro- 
tection of innocence ; and if my ac. 
cufers are not enemies to law, I am 
fafe.”” 

The miniftry were alfo zealoufly 
defended by the attorney-general, 
Mr. Wedderburn, by the Lord Ad. 
vocate of Scotland, by Mr. Jenkin- 
fon, and Mr. Adam. On the fide 
of oppofition Mr. Thomas Town- 
fend, Mr. Burke, Lord John Ca- 
vendifh, and Mr. Temple Luttrel, 
were confpicuous. Mr. Charles 
Fox alfo greatly diftinguifhed him- 
felf in this debate. He obferved, 
that he had feen very early, in the 
prefent reign, the plan of govern- 
ment which had been laid down, 
and fince invariably purfued in 
every department. It was not the 
mere rumour of the ftreets, that the 
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king was his own minifter: the fatal | 


truth was evident, and had made 
itfelf vifible in every circumftance 
of the war carried on againft Ame- 
rica and the Weft Indies. There 
was not the leaft intelligence in the 
Weft Indies perceptible between the 
king’s officers in the moft kindred 
departments. Had not all fuch ine 
telligence been deftroyed by an in 
vifible cabinet influence, could it 
ever have happened, it was afked, 
that there fhould be in one of our 
lately captured iflands one — 
an 
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and fifty pieces of ordnance, and on- 
ly forty men to work them ? Could 
there have been in one place cannon 
without balls, and in another balls 
without cannon ? In fhort, could 
mere ignorance in minifters produce 
of itfelf fo many complicated blun- 
ders as were furnifhed by the laft 
{even years, to render the prefent 
reien the moft difgraceful period in 
the annals of thiscountry? Thedoc- 
trine that the king was his own mi- 
nifter, was now denied by the mem- 
bers of adminiftration; but it was 
propagated by their followers. It 
was a doctrine highly dangerous to 
the confltitution, as it tended to take 
refponiibility from the fhoulders of 
the minifters, and place it on a 
perfonage, who, it was fuppofed, 
could do no wrong, and who could 
not be called to account. How- 
ever, he obferved, that though, in 
general, the evils of a reign are 
attributed to the wicked counfels of 
an abandoned miniitry ; vet, when 
thefe evils reach to acertain height, 
minifters are forgotten, and the 
prince alone is punifhed. ‘Thus it 
was with the royal houfe of Stuart: 
Charles and his fon James had both 
wicked minifters, to whom,’ no 
doubt, the errors of their reigns 
ought to be chiefly afcribed; and 
yet they themfelves were punifhed, 
the one by the lofs of life, the other 
of his crown. This fhould be a 
leflon to fovereigns, and teach them 
to check their minifters, and not 
{utter themfelves to be blindly led 
by them; as they themfelves may, 
in the end, inftead of their mini- 
{ters, bear the whole weight of the 
people’s indignation. ‘There was 
not, he believed, in the whole hi- 
{tory of this country, a period that 
retembled the prefent, except the 
reign of the unfortunate Henry VI. 
His family, like that of his prefent 
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majefty, did not claim the crown as 
their hereditary right; it was by 
revolutions they both obtained it. 
Henry was an amiable and pious 
prince; fo was his prefent majetty. 
Henry was the fon of the molt re- 
nowned monarch that ever fat upoy 
the Britifh throne; George was the 
grandfon of ahero. Henry loft all 
his father’s conquefts, and all bis 
hereditary provinces in France : 
George has already feen the con- 
queits of his grandfather wrefted 
from him in the Weft Indies, and 
his hereditary provinces of America 
erected into an empire that dif- 
claimed all connexion. His majefty 
had fet out in life with the brightedt 
profpects that a young prince could 
have defired. He was pofleffed of 
immenie dominions, and the warm- 
eft affections of his people, But how 
unhappily was the fcene now re- 
veried! His empire was difmem- 
bered, his councils diftracted, and 
his people’s attachment to his per- 
fon much leffened. He faid, he 
only {poke within doors the lan- 
guage that was held without: the 
people were beginning to murmur, 
and their patience was not unlimit- 
ed. They would at laft do them- 
felves juftice; there certainly would 
be infurrections; and though it was 
impoflible that the calamities that 
would attend them could be jufti- 
fied, or compenfated.by any good 
that could be obtained by them, yet 

they would certainly take place. 
Admiral Keppel afferted, that no 
fuch protection had been given te 
our trade as was affirmed by the mi- 
niftry : and that if the enemy had 
not fucceeded in their defigns, their 
failure could not be attributed to 
the operations of our flect. He 
faid, that two old flips, hardly fit 
for fervice, were the paltry rein- 
forcement, to obtain which a Britith 
fleet 
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ficet was ordered to run from the 
enemy, offering them battle on 
their own coafts. He maintained, 
that the national flag had been dif- 

raced, the courage of our feamen 
dung, and the profeffional honour 
of our officers Saeenlsd ; and de- 
clared, that he fhould vote tor the 
removal of thofe weak or wicked 
counfellors, who had led us imper- 
ceptibly, and, by degrees, to the 
prefent {tate of calamity, humilia- 
After 
a very long debate, the houfe di- 
vided: for the amendment 134, 
againft it 233. The debate was re- 
newed in the houfe on the following 
day, when the report from the com- 
mittee was brought up: but the 
addrefs was at length agreed to, and 
the houfe adjourned. 

Some obfervations, which fell 


from Mr. Fox, relative to Mg, 
Adam, a Scotch gentleman, and 


on the addrefs to his majefty, oc. 
cafioned a duel between thofe two 
gentlemen. Mr. Adam, who had 
formerly voted with the Oppotition, 
in that debate afligned fundry reg. 
fons for changing fides, and voting 
with the minitry, which were n- 
diculed by Mr. Fox, in a ftrain of 
very poignant fatire. Mr. Adam 
feemed much hurt by this attack, 
and ftill more with an account of 
it which was publifhed in the News. 
papers, and therefore called upon 
Mr. Fox to contraditt the account 
given in the public prints: but Mr, 
Fox refufing to do this, a duel en- 
fued between him and Mr. Adam, 
in which the tormer was wounded, 
but not dangeroutly. 
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Debate in the Houfe of Peers on the Affairs of Iveland, in confequence of a 


Motion of the Earl of Shelburne. 


Objervations made in the Houfe of Com- 
mons, on granting a Supply for the Navy Ejfiimates. 


A‘tempt by Mr. 


Hartley to bring about an Accommodation between Great Britain and Ame 


rica, with the Declarations of Lord North on that Subject. 


Mr. Hartley's 


Calculations relative to the State of Finances, the accumulated and increafing 
Expences of the War, and the National Debt. 


HE affairs of Ireland were 

now become fo ferious, that 
it was ubfolutely neceflary that the 
great council of the nation fhould 
take them into immediate confider- 
ation. Accordingly, on the firft 
of December, there was a long de- 
bate in the Houfe of Peers, relative 
to that kingdom, in confequence of 
a mouon of the Earl of Shelburne, 
the defign of which was to pats a 
ceniure upon the miniftry, for their 
negligence and inattention to the 
concerus of Ireland. That noble- 


man introduced his motion by a 
fpeech, in which he objerved, that 
in confequence of the fhameful neg- 
lect with which Ireland had been 
treated, that kingdom had in a man- 
ner difclaimed any connexion with 
Great Britain: the had put herfelf 
into a condition of defence againft 
her foreign enemies : opprefied at 
one time by England, and at length 
reduced to a ftate of extreme ca- 
lamity and diftrefs, and perceiving 
that all profpect of juftice or relief 
was alinoft hopelefs, and that fhe 
mult 
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FOREIGN 
mutt perifh, or work out her own 
{alvation, fhe had united as one man 
to retcue hertelt trom that approach- 
ing dettruction, which teemed to 
await her. The people inttantly 
armed themfeives, and the numbers 
armed foon increafed to upwards of 
forty thoufand men, a: nd were daily 
auginenting. This moft tormidat ble 
body Was not cé mpot d of mercena- 
ries. Who had little or no interett 
in the iffue, but of the nobility, 
ventry, merchants, and reipectable 
yeom: anry ; men able and willing 
ro devote their time, and P urt ot 
their rty, to the defence of 
the whole, and the protection and 
fecurity of their country. The go- 
vernment had been abdicated, and 
e peopic refumed th € powers vett- 
ed in it; and in fo doing were fully 
authorited by every principle ot the 
conititution, and every motive of 
iclt-prefervation: andw henever they 
ain delegate this inherent 
power, they firmly and wilely de- 
termined co have it fo regulated 
and placed upon fo large and hberal 
a batis, that they fhould not be li- 
able to futler under the fame op- 
preilions in time to come, nor teel 
the tatal cflects and complicated 
evils of mal-adininiltration, of ca- 
jamity without hopes of redrets, or 
of iron-handed power without pro- 
tection. ‘hat thefe were the de- 
clared and real fentiments of the 
whole nation ot Ireland, was mani- 
teit from a late addrefs of both 
houfes of the Irth parliament, in 
W hic h they had declared, that no- 
thug but granting the kingdom a 
free trade could fave it from certain 
ruins His lordfhip obferved, that 
a motion had been made in the pre- 
ceding fetfion ot parliament, by the 
marquis ot Rockingham, W hich con- 
tained a recommendation for giving 
relict to Ireland, and an implied 
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cenfure on minitters for neglec- 
ing the immediate concerns of the 
fiiter-kingdom, and the union and 
proiperity of both nations: and 
though this motion was not agreed 
to, an addrefs of both houfes had 
patied unanimoutly, recommending 
to his majetty’s mott ferious con- 
fideration the diftrefied and impo- 
verithed ftate of the loyal and well- 
deferving people ot Ireland ; and de- 
firing him to direct that there fhould 
be prepared and laid betore parlia- 
ment fuch particulars relative to the 
trade and manutactures ot Great 
Britain and Ireland, as would en- 
able the national witdom to purtue 
effectual meatures for premoting the 
common itrength, wealth, and com- 
merece, of his majetty’s fubjeéts in 
both kingdoms. Notwithftanding 
which, the miniftry had ftill fhame- 
fully neglected to adopt ay mea- 

fures for ‘affording reliet to Ircland ; 
and this had led his lordfhip, he ob- 
ferved, towards the clote of the pre- 
ceding feilion to move that houfe 
to pretent an addrefs to his majefty, 
for continuing the fetlion ot parlia- 
ment, and convening the parliament 
of Ireland, that their united wif- 
dom might affect what adminittra- 
tion were incapable or unwilling 

even to attempt. “This motion wa 
rejected : but had proper meafures 
been adopted when the m: arquis of 
Rockingham made his motion con- 
cerning the affairs of Ireland, that 
kingdom would probably have been 
contented with little, in expectae 
tion of obtaining more at another 
opportunity, when it would have 
come with the appearance of gene- 
rofity and affection, and not as if 
extorted, when this country was 
labouring under a variety of dis 
{tretles and embarraflinents: where- 
as now, mot{t probably, they would 
not be iatisticd with any thing {hort 
of 




















16 


of a trade totally free and independ- 
ent. Aiter ftating, in a variety of 
initances, the’ mifconduct, incapa- 
city, and fhametul inattention of 
the miniflry to the affairs of Ire- 
land, by which Great Britain was 
driven to the melancholy terms of 
fubmitting to whatever Ireland 
might think proper to dictate, or to 
the lois of Ireland, as well as Ame- 
rica, his lordthip proceeded to point 
out feveral exifting grievances in 
that country, as well ariling trom 
its particular conflitution, as inte- 
rior government. He particularly 
mentioned, as a grievance of the firft 
magnitude, the power the crown 
was inveited with, or which it ar- 
rovated to itfelf, of the difpofal of 
the hereditary revenue, which a- 
mounted to full two-thirds of the 
whole monies raifed upon the pco- 
ple. This could be difpofed of at 
the king’s pieafure, or its produce 
in part be anticipated by royal 
grants, calied the king’s letters. In 
confequence of this, the minitters 
were at all times at liberty to give 
peniions, and to create places ; and 
the falanies and fums granted or ane 
vexed to them, being charged upon 
the hereditary revenue, it in tact 
amounted to a power to tax; be- 
caufe if that revenue fell fhort, 
other taxes mutt be laid on the peo- 
ple, and other burdens incurred, in 
order to make good thefe eventual 
deficiencies. ‘This power, and the 
ule made of it, was a fource of end- 
leis milchiefs to the people of Ire- 
land, and in its confequences tothe 
people ot England ; becaufe it af- 
torded to minifters, on both fides 
the water, the means of corruption. 
It was doubly mifchievous to Ire- 
land ; tor while it impoverifhed the 
people there, it ac the fame time 
turnithed the means of future op- 


preffion, and repeated public rapine. 
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His lordfhip, in the courfe of hig 
fpeech, was particularly fevere upoy 
the conduct of Lord North, who, 
he c‘ierved, was generally fuppofed 
to be the minifter, but who was 
famed for nothing but making con. 
tracts, and being totally inattentive 
to every other concern of the ftate; 
who flept eternally when he thould 
be awake, and was fcarcely ever at- 
tentive to his duty, but when his 
alacrity led the way to error, 
T here was no fuch thing as driving 
him beyond his ufual pzee; for 
whether it was the aétual lofs of 
America, or the danger of lofing 
Ireland, the noble lord was uni- 
formly immoveable. Let the pref, 
fure of affairs be what they might, 
it was the cuftom of the noble lord 
to jog on flowly, like a certain 
French general, whom no danger, 
however prefling, could ever pre- 
vail to put his horfe into a trot. 

His lordfhip farther faid, that the 
neglect of adminiftration, in not at- 
tending to the united fentiments of 
the Britifh legiflature, as exprefied 
the laft feilion of parliament, in fa- 
vour of Ireland, was, in his opi- 
nion, the fole reafon why that king- 
dom was now notin a perfect ftate of 
tranquillity and obedience tothe go- 
vernment of this country ; and that, 
inftead of ten or twelve thoufand 
aflociators, there were now, he bes 
heved, tull four times the number, 
well armed and accoutred, and dail 
improving in diicipline. The In 
faw what they muft truft to, and 
they took the option. The honour 
and dignity of the crown was dif- 
graced ; the fword was dropped; 
and the people had raken it up on 
the double motive of defending 
themfelves »gainft a foreign enemy; 
and compelling that juitice with 
arms in theiz hands, which had, as 
with America, been denied to their 
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humble application, and the re- 
peated narratives and reprefentations 
of their calamities and diftrefs. 

It was contended, on the part of 
adminiftration, that every poffible 
attention had been paid to the af- 
fairs of Ireland, an every method 
employed to procure fuch informa- 
tion as could be collected, in order 
to fubmit it to the confideration of 
both houfes of parliament, that they 
might be enabled, from the mott 
intumate knowledge of the ftate and 
condition of the fifter-kingdom, to 
lay down fome effectual plan tor her 
relief. It was obferved, that fo 
great, arduous, and important an 
undertaking, did not belong to go- 
vernment alone. It belonged, in 
the fulleft and moft extenfive fenfe, 
to the legiflature at large, while the 
only proper bufinefs of adminittra- 
tion Was, to furnifh the means of 
doing it. Thefe means they had al- 
ready furnifhed, and as to the mode 
of procuring them, had _ proved 
themfelves remarkably active, in- 
ftead of being tardy or remifs. If 
noble lords would look into papers 
then on the table, and examine the 
contents, they would be fully fen- 
fible that the charge of negleét, con- 
tained in the motion, was totally 
ill-tounded. The houfe was alto 
acquainted, that within a few days 
a noble lord in the other houte, 
Lord North, would move fome pro- 
pofitions for the relief of Ireland, 
the refult of that information which, 
during the prorogation of parlia- 
ment, minifters had employed them- 
felves in obtaining. It was like- 
wile urged, that they might even 
have failed in the performance of 
what was expected from them by 
parliament, and yet be very inno- 
cent, nay, have acted meritorioutly, 
though unfuccefsfully: and, on the 
or tor any thing that ap- 
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peared to their lordfhips, the mini- 
ftry had fully performed what was 
expected from them. In either event, 
nothing appeared to fhow that they 
had failed, or that they had not 
adopted the moft proper meafures 
for attaining the object which they 
had in charge, though their eldea- 
vours had mifcarried. 

The marquis of Rockingham faid, 
that as foon as the Irith perceived 
that no relief was to be expected 
from the muinifters, an agreement 
not to import goods from England 
became general: and the fpirit of 
military aflociation, which was ori- 
ginally directed folely to defence 
againit a foreign enemy, foon af- 
fumed a different form, and looked 
forward to compel that relief, which 
had been with-held by adminiftra- 
tion. Had fomething been done 
earlier, or had the parliament been 
kept fitting, as propofed by the earl 
of Shelburne, neither the aflociations, 
nor the non-importation-agreement, 
would have ever exifted in their 
prefent extent. It was,¢theretore, 
highly neceflary to pafs a cenfure 
upon the conduct of thofe minifters, 
who by their neglect, or compli- 
cated folly and treachery, had driven 
the Irifh to the laft necefflity, thas 
of taking up arms to redrefs them- 
felves; and into affociations, which, 
however well intended, mott clearly 
amounted to a fufpention, if not a 
fubverfion, of all the powers ot 
legal government; and which, if 
{peedy meafures of conciliation were 
not adopted, might terminate in a 
civil war. 

Earl Gower, who had lately re- 
figned the ofhce of prefident of the 
council, faid, he fhould vote againtt 
the motion made by the earl of 
Shelbure, although there did not 
exift a fingle doubt in his mind, that 
the cenfure it contained was not well- 
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founded. His motive for adopting 
a line of conduét, fo diametrically 
oppolite to his private opinion, was 
the great réfpeéct in which he held 
the decifions of that houfe. The 
men who were the object of public 
cenfure had defired a few days to 
acquit themfelves; and the dignity 
al wifdom. of parliament were in- 
terefted in giving them the fhort 
time they afked, in order to their 
exculpation. Independently of 
that confideration, he was fully 
convinced, that the charge otf neg- 
lect urged againft them was ftrictly 
true, though not yet evident. He 
had pretided, he faid, tor fome 
years, at the council-table, and had 
feen fuch things pafs there of late, 
that no man of honour or con- 
feience could any longer fit there, 
The times were fuch as called upon 
every man ‘to fpeak out: the fitua- 
tion of thefe two kingdoms, parti- 
cularly at prefent, required fincerity 
and a¢tivity in council, He had 
fupported the American war, hé 
faid, upon principle. It was his 
opinion, that the fupremacy of this 
country fhould be tirtt atferted, and 
afterwards, that every poffible ‘in- 
dulgence fhould be fhown to our 
colonies. He declared his full con- 
viction, that the refources of this 
country were equal tothe dangerous 
confederacy formed ayaintt it; but 
to profit by thefe refources, he faid, 
energy and effect muft be reftored to 
government 

The duke of Richmond fpoke in 
favour of lord Shelburne’s motion, 
and attributed all the national en- 
lamities to the oy rgvown power ot 
the crown, and its influence upon 
parliament; and particularly to that 
fecret influence which had directed 
and controled the cour‘els of the 
prefent reign. He faid, that this 
dad been im fact acknowledged by 


the noble ‘earl who had lately prel 
fided in his majefty’s councils: for 
he had declared, that he could ny 
longer remain in his former fitna. 
tion with honour or confcience: 
which was affirming, in eftect, that 
the fame fecret influence, and fecre¢ 
advice, which had diftinguifhed the 
refent rergn from every other reign 
fince the Revolution, ftill continued 
to fupport every bad, and to coun. 
teraét every rood purpofe, whick 
had marked the meafures of the 
Britifh cabinet, fince the acceflion 
of the earl of Bute as minifter of 
this country. 

Inthe courfe of this debate, &. 
veral obfervations were made rels. 
tive to an idea that had ben thrown 
out, that the king was his own mi- 
nifter, and alfo that he was his 
own general. Lord Shelbure faid 
that it was actually reported with 
confidence, and he believed was 
univerfully underftood to be true, 
that his majefty, had the enemy 
attempted a landing, of which there 
were lately ‘fome apprehentions, 
meant to také pon’ himfelf “the 
command of the army. It was like: 
wife faid, thatthe’ kine was his 
own fecretary, aid his ‘own firth 
cominifiiontr of the admiralty. But 
this, his’ lordfhip faid, was a mof 
prepoftérotis idea, and a langage 
totally unknown to the conttitution 
The king mitthe as well be his own 
chief juritice, and difpenfe lat’ on 
the bench in Weftminfter-hall, ag 


be his own’ réneral, admiral, 6rife J 


cretary, He could not act’ bit 
through the mediym of his mint 
fters, in their feveral departments. 
Thofe minifters who would permit 
his majetty to head his army, would 
take the rifque upon 


conftitution held a very different 
lat guage, and wes precite and cor 
rea 


themfelves, | 
und *deferve impeachment. The § 
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rect on the fubject. Every one of 
his m: ujelty ’; lervants were {cpa- 
rately and conjunétly refponfible for 

ory meature that they carried into 
execution through their refpective 
departments ; and as at committee 
of council, for the meafures decided 


there, and paffing under the idea of 
aun act of flute or the refolution of 
the crown, previoully adviied to it 
by his conititutional counfellors. 
The well-known maxim, that, ** the 


hing can do no wrong,” was found- 
ed upon this ¢lear do¢ tine of con- 
it) itutional law: becaute the king, 
in contemplation of law, can do 
nothing without previous contulta- 
and advice. He allowed, how- 

king might in fome 
abufe his trait as to do 


Upol ithe powers 


had placed 


tion 
ever, that a 
far 
wrong, by ufurping 
which the conftitution 
1 other hands. W hat had th: ippene d 
more than once before, might again 
happen. Uhe conduct ot Edw: ard LI. 
end Richard Ul. exhibited two me- 
lancholy inftances how far a prince, 
under the influence of fecret advice, 
may be tempted to miftake his own 
os nity, and the mutual rights and 
eretts of himfelt and his fub: c¢ts : 
which. When properly fupported, 
and wifelvy purfued, are for ever in- 
feparable. lt was from the civility 
ot the law that the maxim pro- 
ceeded, that “the king can do no 
trom a prefumption that 
he would never fo tar violate every 
duty, moral and political, as to act 
merely on his own judgment. With- 
out fuch an expyanstion, the maxim, 
that **the king can do no wrong,”’ 
was to the lait degree blafphemous, 
ridiculous, and abfurd. His lord- 
fhip was, therefore, of opinion, that 
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> 
wrong ;’ 


a prince e fhould be above all thi Ings 
attentive to thefe two confidera- 
tions; namely, the exaé¢t relation 


he ttood jn with refpect to his fub- 
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jects, the ground of their obedience, 
and his own power; and the ve 
particular ftation in which the laws 
and conftitution had placed him as 
an individual, moft certainly at the 
head of government, but bound to 
adhere to the laws as well as the 
meaneft fubject in the empire: and, 
he was free to fay, that any king of 
this country, who fhould venture 
hereafter to depart from thofe found 
maxims of law and -policy, would 
fooner or later experience the fatal 
confequences of exerciling in his 
own perfon thofe aétive powers 
laced by the conftitution in his 
minifters and advifers, for the due 
and faithful difcharge of which they 
were, trom the nature of the truit 
repofed in them, perfonally refpon- 
fible. 

The duke of Manchefter declared, 
in the ftrongeft terms, his detetta- 
tion of the doctrine that had been 
propogated without doors, that “‘the 
king was his own minifter.”” This 
alarming and unconftitutional doc- 
trine, he faid had gone forth, and 
fpread itfelt widely. The prefent 
period was fufliciently awful, in- 
deed, to make minitters tremb le, 
not fo much for the tate of their 
much injured, and almoft: ruined 
country, but for their own perfonal 
fafety, when their fears might 
warmly urge them to ferecn them- 
felves behind the throne tor pro- 
teétion ; but refponfibility would not 
be e xclude -d even from that fanétu- 
ary. Public juitice had betore now 
found its way thither; and the 
world knew well, that Charles I. 
loit his lite, and James II. his crown, 
for offences acainft the conftitution 
of infinitely lefs magnitude than 
thofe which marked the adminiftra- 
tion of the prefent reign. As to Jre- 
land, his grace faid, that the neglect 
charged upon the minifters con- 
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cerning that kingdom was felf-evi- 
dent. The alarm created in this 
country, the diforders now reigning 
in Ireland, and the language of the 
Jrith parliament, proclaimed the 
ruinous and fatal truth in the ttrong- 
eft manner. This criminal neglect 
had armed the Irifh affociators, and 
would, he believed in his con{cience, 
produce fimilar affociations in Eng- 
jand, if a ipredy diffolution of the 
prefent fatal fyftem which directed 
our councils, did not take place: 
the confequence of which would be, 
that fome of the higheft and mott 
refpectable characters in this king- 
dom would join in them, in order 
to procure a redrefs of gricvances. 
In that the miniftry might find the 
people unanimous; and it was that 
unanimity which mutt reftore the 
Jong loft vigour of the conttitution, 
a of the government. 

No attempt was made to anfwer 
much of what was advanced by the 
lords in oppofition in the courfe of 
this debate: but it was obferved on 
the fide of adminiftration, that the 
motion propoted by the noble carl 
could tend only to create unnecefla- 
ry jealoufies and embarraffments, at 
a time when all parties agreed, that 
to promote union was the firtt ob- 
ject of every man who withed well 
to his country ; and it was remarked 
by lord Stormont, that no part of 
the charge contained in the motion 
had been proved, nor were the par- 
ties acculed admitted to their de- 
tence. 

Several other lords fpoke in this 
debate; and lord Shelburne’s mo- 
tion was fupported with great vi- 
your by the lords in oppofition; but 
mM was rejected upon a divifion, by a 
majority of 82 to 37. 

On the fame day fome attacks 
were made on the minittry, refpect- 
iny the affairs of Ireland, in the 
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Houfe of Commons; but there was 
no regular debate on the fubject; 
and lord North gave notice, that 
he fhould move the houfe concerp. 
ing Irifh affairs in a few days: and 
he then prefented fome Infh papers 
to the houfe for the perufal of the 
members. After this the houfe 
refolved itfelf into a committee of 
fupply on the navy eftimates: and 
Mr. Buller ftated to the committee 
that the number of {hips and veffels 
now in commiflion, was. - 
which $8 were of the line. Thefe 
fhips and veflels, with their proper 
complements, required 89,246 men, 
He could not inform the committee 
of the number a¢étually muttered at 
this time, becaufe the accounts had 
not been made up fince the month 
of September; but in September 
there were 78,105 feamen, and 
16,284 marines on the books; in 
all 93,389. He therefore moved, 
that 85,000 men, including 15,785 
marines, be granted for the fervice 
of the year 1780, at 4]. per man, 
per month, for 13 months. Mr, 
James Luttrel complained much 
of the mode of making up the 
navy accounts, and endeavoured to 
prove, that inftead of 41. per man, 
per month, being fufficient under 
the feveral heads of wear and tear, 
vittualling, feamen’s wages, and 
ordnance, the real expence was lit- 
tle fhort of 61. per man, per month, 
He went much into computative 
detail, refpecting the nominal and 
real expenditure, and ftrongly re- 
commended to the houfe, to vote a 
truc, and not a falfe eftimate. He 
faid, the navy debt would amount, 
at Chriftmas next, to 7,000,000l. 
It was alfo urged, that as the admi- 
ralty eannted. that there were 


actually 93,000 men and upwards i 


employed in September laft, they 
ought tO vote go,0e0, or 94,000 
men, 
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men, for the fervice of the enfuing 
‘ear. Lord Mulgrave, in reply, in- 
formed the houte, that all the 
g3,000 inen were not muttered on 
board the fhips ; that there were 
fome thoufands in barracks, in the 
hofpitals, in tenders, in prefs-gangs, 
and in foreign prifons; but there 
was the utmoft regard paid to giv- 
ing the proper complements to the 
flips. Mr. | ames Luttrel alfo com- 
plained of the fleet under Sir Charles 
Hardy being abfent from the Chan- 
nel, when the cothbined fleet of 
France and Spain appeared in the 
Sound, by which the fafery of the 
nation had been endangered. He 
was anfwered by Sir Charles Tlardy, 
who vindicated his own conduét, 
and afferted, that when the com- 
bined fleet was in the Channel, 
though he had not forced them to 
action, yet battle was offered to 
them; fo chat the Britifh flag had 
not been difyraced. Atter fome 
farther debate, Mr. Buller’s motion 
was agreed to without a divifion. 
‘There was another debate when the 
report Was brought up trom the 
committee to the houle the follow- 
ing day; bute the houfe at length 
agreed with the committce. 

In the courfe of a fhort debate 
relative to the militia, lord George 
» Gordon exhibited a com- 

"3° plaint againtl the minittry, 
that though Scotland had been al- 
mott depopulated by the new levies, 
and the recruiting parties, and the 
military withdrawn from thence for 
the fervices of government, yet the 
people of that country had been re- 
tufed arms for their defence; and 
in particular, that the adminiftra- 
tion had rejected an offer made by 
the nobility, gentry, and freehold- 
ers of the county of Dumfries, to 
arm themfelves in defence of that 
partot the united kingdom, It was 















































HISTORY. + 
alleged on the behalf of the mini- 
ftry, that at the time when the offer 
was made from the inhabitants of 
Dumfries, his miajefty’s fervants 
thought the military lie then in 
that country to be fully adequate 
tou the defence and protection of it: 
they, therefore, looked upon it to 
be totally uuneceffary to put go- 
vernment, and thofe who made the 
offer, to a neeclefs expence and 
trouble: but if the troops fhould 
neceflarily be called from North 
Britain tor other fervices, every 
loyal offer of that kind would be 
received with proper attention and 
refpect. In this debate, Mr, Demp- 
fter alfo complained, that England 
was armed, and Ireland was armed, 
While North Britain was defence- 
lefs, and had been denicd a miliua 
for their immediate protection, 

The fame day there was a de- 
bate in the Houte of Commons, in 
confequence of a motion made by 
lord North, for a land-tax of four 
fillings in the pound; in the courfe 
of which much converfation paffed 
between his lordfhip and Mr, David 
Hartley, relative to a negociation 
which had been fet on foot for an 
accommodation between Great-Bri- 
tuin and Americas Mr. Hartley 
fuid, he had been given to under- 
ftand, by an authority on which 
he could with fafety depend, that 
the people in America, or the ruling 
powers there, were defirous to quit 
their confederacy with France, and 
accommodate their difputes with this 
country; upon which he had com- 
municated this intelligence to lord 
North, who approved of his found- 
ing the expectations, and feeling the 
pulfe of thofe with whom he was to 
communicate on the fubject. After 
taking great pains, and {pending 
fome time on thofe overtures, which 
were to form the bafis of accommo- 
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dation, he again waited on his lord 
thip, and acquainted him what the 
preliminary articles were which A- 
merica was willing to agree to; 
namely, a ten years truce, a pol- 
{effion of all the places then held by 
Great Britain and the United States, 
and every condition ufually annexed 
to fuch a preliminary: and, in the 
mean time, to appoint a meeting £0 
be compofed of deputics from both 
fides, in which the refpective 
pretenfions of Great Britain and 
America might be difcuffed, and 
finally decided. This was the w/ii- 
matum, on which, as a preliminary 
article, he was commiffioned to lead 
the way to negociation: but this, 
he complained, the premier had 
peremptorily rejeéted. Lord North 
did not feem willing to acknowledge, 
that he had given much counten- 
ance to this negociation: he ad- 
mitted, however, that fuch over- 
tures had been made to him, and 
which he had rejected as totally in- 
admiflible. He would never, he 
faid, fubmit or confent to treat with 
America upon the footing of an 
equal. As fubjects aggrieved, or 
believing themfelves aggrieved, he 
made no doubt but parliament would 
always be ready to hear, and chear- 
fully co-operate with minifters, as 
far as the intercifts of the whole em- 
pire would permit, to give them the 
moft full and fatistactory redrefs ; 
but fhould we once agree to treat 
with our rebellious fubjects in arms, 
and negociate with them as equals, 
in that inftane would all our richts 
be conceded: for to talk of parlia- 
mentary foupremacy and dominion, 
aud afleet to ftand upon the ground 
of governmental controul, with peo- 
ple who denied the exiftence of 
th nec Cl totally unfounded, 
would, in fact, be relinquifhing, un- 


ae cover of a hngle word, a 


, 
CMDS as 


’ 
‘ 4 ‘ 


BRITISH AND 


Truce, the fole and effential point 
in quettion ; that is, whether they 
were our fubjects, or compofed 4 
free, fovereign, and 
{tate ? But his lordfhip obierved, 
that it was fur from being the defign 
of the miniftry to admit the claing§ 
of the Americans, or to give up the 
American war; nor was any part 
of our poffeifions in that country in: 
tended to be either defertcd or eva. 
cuated. If the king’s confidential 
fervants had thought it advifeab! 
to grant America independence, un- 
der the previous approbation of 
parliament, we fhould have no 
foreign war. If, in any progreflive 
{tate of the war, it had appeared 
proper to make fuch a conceflion of 
our legiflative rights, we fhould 
now probably have been at peace 
with all the world; or if, his lord- 
fhip faid, at the inftant he was 
fpeaking, fuch a meafure were 
adopted, he was inclined to believe 
that the public tranquillity would be 
rete A reftored. It was for the 
ominton of this country over her 
rebellious fubiects that we were now 
contending. But whenever parlia- 
ment thought it proper, wile, or 
expedient, to relinquith that dom- 
nion, and ceafe from all farther 
ftrurele for the conftitutional eftab- 
lifiment of it, he muft and fhould 
cheartully acquiefce, how much fo- 
ever his own opinion might mili- 
tate againft it. He never, however, 
thought fuch a meafure would be 
right at any period ; and, perhaps, 
as littk¢e now as at any former one. 
The quettion was fimply this: will 
you give up your Ameri¢an dom 
nions, your commerce, and even- 
tually, your naval power and naval 
conjequence ? Will you, in fhort, 
come to a vote to part with your na- 
tional dignity, poffeffions, and mof 
important ‘and effential interefts? 
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If parliament were prepared to give 
aa a vote, the fooner it was done 
the better; if not, it was in; ippli- 
cable to the prefent fentiments of 
the houfe, and prevailing opinions 
ot the Pp ‘ople, to talk of prelimina- 
rics, which, in fact implied, by di- 
rect confequence, the actual inde- 
pendence of the coloni ies. 

In the courfe of this debate, Mr. 
Hartley gave a numerical detail re- 
jative to the ftate of our finances ; 
the amount of our national debr at 
the commencement of the war; the 
debts contracted fince, funded and 
unfunded; the interett growing due 
on the debts already tunded: and 
the probable intereft which would 
be pays able on the remainder when 
thev fhould come to be funded. His 
ecneral totals were as tollow: the 
excels of expenditure of the cam- 
paign ot 1775) ne arly two millions ; 


ot 1776, fix millions; of 1777, fix 
millions and an halt; of 1778, ten 


millions; and of 1779, twelve mil- 
lions: in the whole , nearly thirty- 
feven milhons of debt actually in- 
curred, over and above the expences 
of the regular peace eitabliihment, 
excepting fuch parts as had been 
drawn from the tinking fund. He 
fuid, the debt funded within the four 
lait years was twenty millions; in 
1776, two; in 1777, five; in 
1778, fix; and in 1779, feven mil- 
lions; that this debt bore an inte- 
reft of one million one hundred 
thoufand pounds; that the debt un- 
fuuded was about fixteen millions 
in the whole; which would probably 


carry an intereft nine hundred 
thoufand pounds: ‘This would fix 
the debt actually incurred, to end 


the 3: {t of December next, at about 
thirty-fix millions capital, and bear- 
ing an annual intereft of two mil- 
lions in perpetuity, for which the 
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lands of England ftood mortgaged to 
the public creditors. He obferved, 

that as the campaign was alread 

refolved upon, he was as fully juft- 
fied in following up his computae 
tions, as if the money had been ac- 
tually expended. The excefs or 
ditference between what was requir- 


ed for this year, and the ordinary 
revenue, he eitimated at fourtcen 
millions, which, though a peace 


fhould be concluded in the courte 
of the enfuing year, would have an 
arrear behind it of at lea{t eight mil- 
lions, making in the whole twenty- 
two millions of unfunded debt. 
This laft fum, added to the new 
debt already due, would form a ca- 
ital of fifty-eight millions, carry- 
ing with it an intereft of upwards of 
three millions; fo that taking the 
old debt, which was one hundred 
and thirty-five millions, tor which 
the public creditors received an- 
nuities to the amount of nearly 
four millions, and have in perpe- 
tuity, with the new debt of fifty- 
cight millions, the evident con- 
clulion would be, that by that time 
twelve-month, the national debt 
would be nearly approaching to 
two hundred millions, and the an- 
nual intereft paid to the public 
creditors to full eight millions and 
a halt. 

Lord North acknowledged, that 
the army ettimates laid before the 
houfe were enormous, and that the 
much exceeded the higheft eftimate 
of the late war tor that particular 
fervice. But he. obferved, that if 
our fituation called tor fuch a milhi- 
tary eftablifhment, nothing remain- 
ed to be faid on the fubjeét: It was 
an inevitable confequence arifing 
from our fituation, and muft be 
fubmitted to. When the debate was 
clofed, the refolution for a land- 
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tax of four fhillings in the pound, as were likewife the duties upog 
for the year 1780, was agreed to; malt, mum, cyder, and perry. 





CHAP. MIil. 


Debates in the Houfe of Commons on the Affairs of Ireland, in Confequence of 


a Motion of the Earl of Upper Offrry. 


A Motion made in the Houfe of 


Peers by the Duke of Richmond, for an Addrefi to his Mayef’y, recommends 
ing a Reformation of the Civil Liff Expenditure, with the Confequen 
Debates, Debate in the Houfe of Commons on the Army Eftimates, 


S no decifive meafures had yet 

been adopted refpecting Ire- 
land, the affairs of that kingdom 
ftill continued to be occafionall 
the topic of parliamentary animad- 
verfion, and the gentlemen engaged 
in the oppofition, repeatedly at- 
tacked the minifter on that fubject. 
On the 6th of December, the earl 
of Upper Offory moved in the houfe 
of commons, that it fhould be re- 
folved by that houfe, * That it 
was highly criminal in his majefty’s 
minifters, to have neglected taking 
effectual meafures for the relief of 
the kingdom of Ireland, in confe- 
quence of the addrefs of that houfe 
of the y1th of May laft, and of his 
majetty’s anfwer; and to have fuf- 
tered the difcontents of that king- 
dom to rife to fuch a height, as evi- 
dently to endanger a diflolution of 
the conftitutional connection be- 
tween the two kingdoms, and to 
create new embarraflments to the 
publi¢ cauncils by divifion and dif- 
fidence, in a moment when real 
unanimity, grounded upon mutual 
confidence and affection, is profef- 
fedly etlential to the prefervation of 
what is lett to the Britifh empire,” 
Tn jupport of this motion, his lord. 
thip obferved that the miniftry had 
sogally abandoned the government of 


Treland to chance: they neither felt 
for its diftrefles, nor provided againt 
its poflible, nay probable and natural 
refentmentss They turned a deaf 
ear to its moderate requefts, and 
had the peculiar merit of transforms 
ing the laft ftages of national mifer 
and public dependency, in the Irth 
nation, into vigour, ftrength, fpi- 
rit, and every thing which could 
concur, to draw forth a moft for. 
midable refittance ; and all this time 
ftood by unmoved, as unconcerned 
{pectators, or as if they meant to 
give countenance to the meafures 
taken by Ireland, in order to com- 
pel a full and effectual redrefs of all 
her real and ideal grievances, 

His lordfhip farther remarked, that 
the claims of the Irifh nation to juttice, 
and the protection and rights fecured 
by a free conftitution, were too well 
known to make any difcuffion of 
thofe rights neceflary; but at the 
fame time it was manifeft, that the 
prefent ftate of Ireland was truly 
alarming, and little fhort of por- 
tending a fudden diffolution of the 
conftitutional connexion and politi- 
cal relation, which have fo long fub- 
fitted between both countries, Forty: 
two thoufand men were at that in 
ftant in arms in Ireland, not. barely 
allociated for the protection and de- 
fence 
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fence of tM country againft a fo- 
reign enemy, but avowedly in or- 
der to fupport the language which 
they themfelves, the county meet- 
ings, the feveral corporate bodies, 
indeed the whole mafs of the people, 
had dictated to their reprefentatives 
in parliament, What was the pur- 
port of this language ? A peremptory 
demand of “ a free trade!’? What 
was meant by this expreflion was va- 
rioufly interpreted, according to the 
withes, expectations, and opinions of 
particular parties and perfons. See 
veral members in both houfes of the 
arliament of that kingdom, of very 
refpectable characters, explained it 
according to their owu fentiments ; 
an independence on this country, 
an intention of trading with the 
whole world, and a difavowal of the 
authority of Britifh aéts of parlia- 
ment over the Irifh nation. Where 
then had the miniftry led us? To 
un acquiefcence in every propofition 
which Ireland might think proper, 
in her prefent diftempered ftate, to 
inate no matter how unreafon- 
able and pernicious it might prove 
in its confequences; or the horri- 
ble alternative of a civil war, while 
we were engaged in an unequal and 
dangerous conteft with France, 
Spain and America. It might be 
well called an alarming and melan- 
choly alternative; fuch a onc, he 
believed, as no nation under the 
fun was ever compelled to take, 
within the fhort period of a few 
months, and under fimilar circum- 
ftances. For it had been in our 
power to give what we pleafed as a 
favour, while we are now obliged 
to grant almoft every thing as a 
right. He contended, that the {pi- 
rit of refiftance, directed towards in- 
dependency, which had manifefted 
itfelf in Ireland, was imputable, 
and folely imputable, to the fhame- 


FOREIGN HISTORY. 



























35 


ful inattention and criminal negleét 
of the miniftry, who might in the 
early itages of the miferies of that 
kingdom, have granted the Irith 
fubftantial relief, and thereby pre- 
vented the growth of thofe diforders, 
which now threatened a diffolution 
of all conttitutional government. 
The Irith might then have been 
rendered content by a compliance 
with requefts which were far fhort 
of what they were fairly entitled to 
expect: but no man could now an- 
{wer by what bounds their demands 
would be limited; no man could fay 
on what conditions they would be 
fatisfied; or upon what bafis the in- 
terefts and refpective rights of both 
countries would be fairly eftablifhed, 
without either a total feparation, or 
confenting to throw too great a 
weight into the fcale of Ireland. 

Mr, Burke fpoke in favour of the 
motion, and reprefented the negligent 
and dilatory conduct of the minif- 
try, and efpecially of Lord North, 
to be the fole caute of the difagreea- 
ble fituation into which the parlia- 
ment of Great Britain was brought 
with refpecttoTreland, He alfo ad- 
verted to the confequences of the 
unhappy conteft wich America, and 
to the calamitous ftate of the whole 
empire. America wag lof; we 
were ftripped of our Weft-India pof- 
feffions; Ireland had 42,000 men in 
arms; we were divided in our coune 
fels, and the adminiftration was both 
incapable and unpopular. But ftill 
the fame obttinate perfeverance was 
to be adhered to, fo long as we 
had a man, a fhilling, or a foot of ° 
land. It appeared to be finally de- 
termined by the cabinet, that every 
unfortunate man who had been fent 
to America, upon the romantic and 
impracticable plan of the conquett 
or fubjugation of that country, 
fhould either fall by the fword, or 
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be led captive by a. victorious 
enemy. 

He faid, that Ircland now fpurn- 
ed atthe Britifh claim of dominion: 
fhe looked upon herfelf to be free 
and independent, and was firmly re- 
folved to continue fo. A mob had 
rifen in Dublin, and non-importa- 
tion agreements had taken place. 
The Ivifh, like the Americans, had 
refolved to confume no more Britith 
manufactures. They had armed 
and arrayed themielves to the num- 
ber of more than forty thoufand 
men. Thev had made a parliamen- 
tary declaration, that nothing thort 
of a free trade could afford them ef- 
fectaal relief: and as the laft ftep, in 
order to fecure a faithful performance 
of what they claimed, they had pat- 
fed a money-bill for fix months. 
The minittry, therefore, had but 
fix months credit with the parliament 
of Ireland. ‘That kingdom now in- 
fitted on a free trade, or determined 
to break off all political connexion 
with this country. 

Why, he atked » had not miniftry 
adopted the fame meafures refpect- 
ing Ireland, as they had retpect- 
ing America? Why had they not 
treated Dublin, as they had treated 
Botton? Why had they not fhut 
up the port of Dublin, burnt Cork, 
and reduced Watertord to ‘afhes ? 
Why had they not prohibited all 
popular meetings in that kingdom, 
and deftroyed ull popular elec- 
tions? Why had they not altered 
the ufual mode of ftriking juries, 
as was done by the Maflachufet’s 
Bay charter bill? Why were not 
the Dublin rioters brot ught over to 
this country to be tried by an Eng- 
lith jury ? WwW hv were not the prin- 
cips al leaders of the Irith armed affo- 
cations proferibed, and the whole 
kingdom declared to be in rebel- 
hon? ‘The anfwer was plain and di- 


rect: the miniftry dare not. §aj 
and dear-bought experience had 
even taught them the folly, as wel 
as impr acticability, of fuch mea. 
fures: the danger of the _prefeng 
awful moment had made inlolence 
and arrogance give way to fear and 
humiliation. 

He declared, that he was filled 
with aftonifhment, when he beheld 
his majetty perfevering in fuch mea. 
fures, and fupporting fuch men 4g 
his prefent minifters were. He ap- 
plied a remark of Charles IJ. rela. 
tive to Lewis XIV. whofe mini. 
fters, fince he muft be gratified jn 
that way, felected the oldeft and 
plaineft women they could net in 
order to correct, 1f not totally fub- 
due the lufts of the fiefh. This, 
he faid as a political fimile, was 
juftly applicable to his prefent ma- 
jetty. His advifers had managed fo 
dextcroufly as to keep a fet of mi- 
nifters about him, extremely well 
calculated to fubdue his ambition, 
and by a lofs of a confiderable part 
of his dominions, and the rifk of 
lofing all, to keep | him ina {tate of 
mortification, and by making hin 
do penance, Cosiciliate him tb "difap- 
pointm ent, and thereby banifh from 
his breaft the luft of power and do- 
minion. 

Mr. Fox, who had _ recovered 
from the wound which he had re- 
ceived in his late duel, fpoke alfo on 
the fame fide of the qucition, with 
uncommon force and energy. He, 
as well as Mr. Burke, introduced 
into his {peech many obfervations 
concerning the American war; and 
fpoke of that as the fource of all the 
public calamities. It was that war, 
he faid, which had led us gradually, 
ftep by ftep, into all our prefent 
misfortunes, and national difg races. 
What was the caufe of our wafting 
forty millions of money, and a 
thou: 
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thoufand lives? The American 
war. What was it that produced 
the French refcript, and a French 
war? The American war. What 
was it that produced the Spanifh 
maniteito, il a Spanifh war ? The 
American war. What was it that 
had armed forty-two thoufand men 
in Ireland, with arguments carried 
on the points of forty-two thoufand 
bavonets ? The American war. For 
what were we about to incur an ad- 
ditional debt of twelve or fourteen 
millions the enfuing year? The 
fame accurfed and cruel American 
war. It was that war which had 
already loft us the empire of Ame- 
rica. It was that war which had 
caufed the difgrace of the Britith 
flag, and had already ftripped us of 
fome of our moft valuable Weft- 
India poffefions. It was that war 
which had already rendered us 
contemptible to all Europe, which 
had caufed us to be deferted by 
our friends and allies, and def- 
pifed and trampled upon by our 
enemics. It was this ruinous war 
that had brought on the diftreffes 


of Ireland. It was this war that 
had obliged government here to 
abandon that of Ireland. It was 


this war that had confequently arm- 
ed Ireland; and, in fhort, induced 
the people to affociate, in order to 
defend themfelves, as well againt 
their domettic enemies, the minifters 
of Great Britain, as their foreign 
toes. 

He obferved, that it was the ge- 
neral calamities of the empire, pfo- 
ceeding from the American war, 
which had made Ireland poor ; but 
it was the incapacity and negligence 
of government that had rendered 
her bold and daring. It was, there- 
fore, incumbent upon parliament to 
fhew their fulleft difapprobation of 
that indolence and incapacity ; and 
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to convince the Irifh nation, that 
they were as ready as themfelves 
to refent and punifh the cruel and 
improper treatment, which they 
had received from the miniftry. 
Ireland would fee by fuch a°‘con- 
duct, that it was not this, country, 
but its minifters, who were blame- 
able ; which. would prove the furett 
means of once more binding both 
countries in the ftrongeft and mot 
indiffoluble ties of friendfhip and 
affection. 

It was farther remarked by this 
gentleman, that it had been fre- 
quently urged in that houfe, that 
the ftrength of government had been 
broken, its meafures impeded, and 
its efforts rendered weaker, by the 
{ftruggles of party. He knew, he 
faid, but of two parties in the 
kingdom. His majefty’s minifters, 
fupported by the influence of the 
crown, on one fide, and all Britain 
on the other. Thefe were the two 
parties. The people, formerly di- 
vided, perhaps on points of mere 
fpeculation, had at length united : 
all divifions, and fubdivifions of 
men, were at length embodied. Ex- 
perience of the paft, and the dread 
of worfe that may happen, had 
melted them into one mafs. He 
was’ happy to have it in his power 
to aflirm, that the friends of the 
people and their country had but 
one opinion, both in that and in 
the other houfe. The firff men of 
rank, fortune, and character, in 
both houfes, had firmly and virtu- 
refolved to fet their faces 

ainft this increafing, this alarm- 
ing influence of the crown, and 
never to att or co-operate upon 
any terms with the men who had 
endeavoured all in their power to 
render it prevalent and extenfive, 
The noblemen and gentlemen in 


oppofition in both houfes had re- 
folved 
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folved to act in concert, and no- 
thing would ever content them, 
but reducing the influence of the 
crown within due and conftitutional 
bounds. The fenfe of danger had 
brought about this coalition: thcy 
were the friends of the conftitution, 
the well-wifhers of his majefty, but 
the avowéd and determined enemies 
of this dangerous influence, which 
grew proportionably ftrong, as the 
empire grew weak; and was in a 
rogrefiive ftate of increafe, as the 
fine, wealth, and poffeffions of the 
Britifh empire were gradually di- 
minifhing, and finking into a ftate 
of internal imbecility and external 
contempt. It was a_ lamentable 
conteft, he faid, in which his ma- 
yefty was engaged; a conteit, not 
with a difaffected party, inimical to 
his government or tamily-eftablifh- 
ment, or who thirfted after power 
or place; not with a faction who 
were encmies to his minifters in 
— but a conteft with the whole 
y of his fubjects, who faw that 
the farther fupport of fuch mini- 
fters would, if not timely prevent- 
ed, terminate in the ruin of the 
empire. 

He remarked, that the Irifh af- 
fociations had been termed illegal ; 
but legal, or illegal, he declared, 
shat he entircly approved of them. 
He approved of that manly deter- 
mination, which, in the dernier re- 
fort, flies to arms in order to obtain 
deliverance, When the lait particle 
of good faith in men is exhauft- 
ed, they will feek in themfelves the 
means of redrefs ; they will recur 
to firft principles, to the fpirit as 
well as letter of the conftitution ; 
and they can never fail in fuch re- 
fources, though the law may lite- 
rally condemn fuch a departure 
from its general and unqualified 
rules; for truth, juftice, and pub- 
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lic virtue, accompanied with pry. 
dence and judgment, will ever i 
up good men in a ¢ 
of 


falvatien. 


Colonel Barre obferved, that the 


te: of Ireland had given many 


evi 


prefent refentment, and had _pro- 
voked them to arms. They faw 
how America was treated; they 
felt a repetition of the fame condud 
towards themfelves ; they looked to 
a more recent date, to the confe- 
quence which followed American 
refiftance, and perceived at length, 
when all other means of relief were 
cut off, the actual neceffity there 
was for reforting to themfelves for 
that relief, which they were fully 
perfuaded could not be obtained 
from the Bnitifh miniftry. He could 
not but condemn the miniftry for 
reducing them to that neceflity; 
though he thought the Irifh nation 
had not only acted in a laudable 
manner, and with firmnefs, but that 


they had manifefted a truly Roman 
fpirit, a fpirit that would have 
yn honour to Rome in the mo | 
patriotic and virtuous period of that | 


republic, 


Lord Offory’s motion was alfo ae 
fupported by lord Middleton, Mr. 7 7 


caufe, thar 
private protection and national 


ences of their loyalty and af. | 
fection; and that as it was their | 
loyalty and affection which had en. | 
couraged the miniftry to oppref | 
and neglect them, fo it was a pro. | 
per fenfe of thofe oppreffions and | 
neglects which had produced their — 













Thomas Townfend, Mr. Dunning, 


and Sir John Wrotefly ; and op 7 
pofed by lord North, the Attorney: — — 
general, the lord-advocate of Scote  ~ 
land, lord Beauchamp, earl Nugent, 7” 
lord George Germaine, and Mr. 7 
It was contended," ~ 
on behalf of the miniftry, that? 7 
pofitive charge of any kind, = aa 8 
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the moft trifling to the moft im- 
yortant, fhould be accompanied with 
{uitable proof; nor was it a recable 
to the eftablifhed ufages of parlia- 
ment, to entertain any complaint or 
accufation whatever, without mak- 
ing a ftrict inquiry into the cir- 
cumftanees which were fuppofed to 
conttitute the offence ; becaufe, what 
upon a ftriét examination might 
bear an appearance of inattention 
or neglect, as in the prefent cafe, 
would poffibly come out, upon in- 
veltigation, to be the effect of wif- 
dom and found policy. That Ire- 
land was in a diftrefled condition, 
no man within or without that houfe 
would venture to deny: but the 
miferies which Ireland telt, and un- 
der which fhe at present groaned, 
could not be fairly attributed to the 
prefent miniftry, or to any fet of 
men who had been lately in power, 
The grievances had not originated 
in the prefent reign, nor proceeded 
from any recent meafures adopted 
with refpect to that country. The 
caufes were various, but the prime 
fource of the diftreffes of that king- 
dom was the fyftem of our trade- 
laws, which laid a reftraint upon 
her commerce. This was the great 
grievance, which could not juitly 
be imputed to any miniftry, and 
leait of all to the prefent. The 
grievances of Ireland arofe from 
reftrictions on her trade, by feveral 
acts pafled in the parliament of Eng- 
land, trom the 12th year of Charlee 
II. to the prefent reign. The 
caufes, therefore, of the diftreffes of 
Iteland could not be imputed either 
to the neglect, or active conduct of 
the prefent minifters. They had 
not reftrained the trade of that king- 
dom in any inftance; but, on the 
contrary, had enlarged it, and done 
more for the Irifh nation within the 
eompafs of a few years, than all the 
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adminiftrations in this country fince 
the Revolution. Within a very 
fhort period, acts had been 0 
for giving bounties on the New- 
foundland fifhery ; for encouraging 
the cultivation and growth of hemp, 
and of tobacco; for a permiflion to 
export woollens of Irifh manufa¢cture 
for the ufe of the troops on that efta- 
blifhment, ferving out of the king- 
dom; and for exporting feveral 
enumerated articles to the Weft-In- 
dies and the coaft of Africa. It ap- 
peared, therefore, that the prefent 
miniftry, fo far from being inimical 
or inattentive to the interefts and 
profperity of Ireland, had fhewn 
themfclves to be her warmeft and 
beft friends. 

It was farther obferved, that fun- 
dry prejudices had appeared in that 
houfe in former feftons of parlia- 
ment, when any attempts were made 
to afford relief to Ireland, which 
were fuppofed to interfere with our 
trade-laws, or to affect certain 
branches of our commerce or ma- 
nufactures. Thofe prejudices were 
daily giving way to a more juft and 
liberal mode of thinking: but then 
it fhould be ditinbbted! that thefe 
prejudices were not particularly the 
prejudices of the miniftry, but the 
prejudices of parliament, which no 
minifter could or ought to endeavour 
to controul. 

Lord North gave notice, that on 
the following Thurfday he intended 
to move fome refolutions concerning 
Ireland. He did not promife him- 
felf certain fuccefs, but he trufted 
that they would mect the ideas of 
gentlemen on both fides in that 
houfe, and of the parliament of both 
kingdoms. He acknowledged, at the 
fame time, that there were many pre- 
judices to be done away, and various 
interefts to be reconciled. With 
the aid of the reft of his majefty’s 

con. 
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confidential fervants, it was hie duty 
to {ubmit to the houle what appear 
ed so him to be the moft likely 
means of producing union and at- 
tection, and of prome ting: the mu- 
tual intereft of both kingdoms. 
Lord Oijory’s s motion was at | nyeth 
rejected upon a divition, by a ma- 
jority of 173 tO 100. 

On the 7th ot December, the 
duke of a need moved in the 
Houfe of Peers, that an humble ad- 
drefs fhould be prefented to the 
King, “to befeech his majefty to 
reflect on the manifold diftreiles and 
dithculties in which this country is 
involved, too deeply telt to itand in 
necd of enumeration: to repre- 
fent,. that amidit the many and _va- 
rious matters that require reforma- 
tion, and muft undergo correction, 
before this country can rife fuperior 
to its powertul enemies, the watte 
of public treaiure requir es initant 
remedy ;, that profufion is not vi- 
POUT ; and that it is become indif- 
pe nfably neceflary to adopt that true 

economy, which, by retarming all 
ufglels expences, , ergates confidence 
11 government, gives energy to its 
exermons, and, provides the means 
for their continu: nce ; humbly to 
fubmit to his majeily, that a confi- 
derable reduction ot the civil lait, 
would be an exam ple well worthy 
his mayef ty ’s. paternal affection tor 
his people, and his own dignity ; 
would not fail of diffufing its mflu- 
ence threugh every cgpartmen ot 
the ftate, and would add true lui 
tre to his crown, from the gratetul 
feelings of a diftreffed people : to 
affure his majetty, that this houfe 
will readiky concur in pron ioting fo 
defirable a purpofe, and any one 
of its members will chearfu lly fub- 
mit ro fuch reduction of emolument, 
in any othce he may hold, as his 
majeity, in his royal wi ‘dom, may 


AND 

think proper to make.”” In his jp. 
troductory {pee 
motion, his Grac 
the ftate of the kingdom, and the 
powers we had to contend with; 
and called upon ther lordibips to 
reflect ferioully, whether it was por. 
fibie tor this country to proceed in 
the war in which it was involved, 
with any other profpect bur that of 
terminating it with national difho. 


h, On making this % 
took a review of 


nour, if not with national ruip, | 


He obferved, that we were now en: 
gaged in a contett with the two 
chief branches of the Houle of 
Bourbon. It might indeed be 
added, with the whole Houte, tince 
Naples, and the other inferior 
branches of that Hlouie would, if 
necediary, readily join in deftroying 
our trade in the Mediterranean, ¢ 
we had any tride; there, 
was allo under the 


SRE ee 


7 


Genoa 7 
intiuence of J 


France; ,and, if we had a naval} 


force in the Mediterranean, it 
would be better tor Crent-Beae 
that Gen oa fliould declare herfel 
a party in the war. That republic 
fupy plied F rance W ith flips, {ii iors, 
tin ber and feveral kinds of naval 
ftorcs. Portugal was, at leaft, in 
a very doubtiul PA 3 . and if 
prefied -clofely by the Lloule ot 
Bourbon, — however  unwillin oly, 
muit torbid us harbouring in hei 
ports. Jfolland was wukindly dif 
poted towards us, 
reientment on account of our fel 


——— a ib RE Tm 


Sor 


and - filled with | 


ine their fhips. The only naval} 


‘Sth. who could afford us any re 
icf, were Rutha and Denmark, who 
fkood by as unconcerned {pectators; 
and if- they thould be prev ailed 
upon to také part with us, it wa 
not probable that any great advan 
tage © would be derived ‘rom it; be 
cauie Sweden, which was known (0 
be in the intereft of France, would 


ry 


nearly balance them in the oppolitt | 
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“hus did’ Britam’ . ftand 
hird‘ of her fub- 
confederacy With’ this for. 
alliance, without ‘a™ fin ole 
ally, either in Europe or effewherd. 
In fuch a momeht’df difficulty, and 
ot danger, it Was a duty incumbent 

lordfhips to mquire, 
nation had left, 
had to 


alone, with one 


. . 
> 17 

" 

} \ bs Wn 


up n thei 
what means the 
what internal retources the 


hear her out in to une jual a tirus 2 
| 
ole. 

His Grace entered into a compu- 
raition ot the increaling expene 3 ot 
the American war; and remarked, 
that the whole of the national 


debt, tunded and unfunded, would 


nount, on the lait dav of De- 
ce nber, 178 , to one hundred a Te 
i ety-cight millions. The 4 nual 
intereft ot this, which was growing 


st 
ul payable, and tor which the 
whole landed property ot Knelavd 


Was mer “as CU. Wills lt } Wilds ot 
eight nillions. ‘Such Wo id be the 
ttate of this cquntry, in tetpect ot 
its finances, atthe clofe of ‘the tok 
lo VCar. 


Far different was the’ eafe of 
That kingdom’ had) bor. 
he preceding year, about 


1, 00,0001. and ay Gecem year 
vout 2,000,000 }. rie 3 nor 
ould there. be a fines tax upon 
thie pe -ople, to detray the intercit of 
either loan’ -Monf. Necker had, 
by favings, arifing from a reform 


in the collection and expenditure of 


the finances of that cour itry, raifed 
a fund mote than furfficient to pay 
the intereft. Burt whiltt! our inve- 
tcrate enemy was thus actyene 4 
oe he em of economy, this coun- 

s daily plunging deeper into 
‘alle ef extravagance. The mt- 
litar ‘y now in pay was fo greatly 
increafed, that it vu fuch as no 
country in ets could long up- 
hold. jhe eftimates in the ‘other 
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houfe ‘10,000 
Ingn, the arniler¢ "¢ He. 
lides 85,090 feanien and hdrines, 

dort troops,on the Irth ¢ftab- 
FS alte : makine, in the whole, 
273,00 men. if obvictrved’ far- 
ther, thar the manner in which this 
iminenie foree was now diftributed 
and employea in the feveral parts 
of the empire, y\ is Well worthy the 
atrention of their lordthips, There 
Were 70,000 eimployed m America 
in a adetenfive war; 12,000 1n the 


were upwards of 


inclifdi . 


\\ cit ‘Indies, actiny hkewife on the 
defeniive ; 11,000 garrifoning the 


dnd the 
which amounted. to 
gQ,c00, fetained ‘Within 
the land lor its defence. As to 
‘penditure, it was Yd 
ith and Watietul toa fhamesfut de- 
thi reLot } 


ican tortre hc 


1 tvs rf 
Medu rra 
reim under, Up- 
Wards ot 


tiie Py Ade A 
HA f 4 ‘ ‘ 
rece, Oeconony, 


7 7 , 
ablolutelv ny 
aid 


now , betaine ec¢ilary’s 
Na- 

nongl ti lv ati Mi. 

»° " 

 edy] ofS elburne » and the earl 
ro Partnrouth, lord On flow, and lord 
be, Inconliftent ‘and tanjatt cto with- 
thar it Would be may and i paltry 
would be trifling, and totally in- 
of economy were to be ad ptr, it 
tuined ‘by an ampk reventie for the 


e, tke 
mot rigid thd éxuct acondniy, wis 
an uftttention to if Was the. only 
pothble ‘means tor effecting the 
The Duke’s motion was fuppart- 
lby then hop otf Rockingham, 
ot Dérby : oi oppole ed br the lortt 
chandt Hor, earl Bithurt, thé eart 
Stormoént. It was cotitended on rhe 
part of ‘ad imuniitration, thir it would 
drat from his’ matey what had 
been unahimoutly granted him, and 
to tax the fuluries of thé fervilbts of 
the crowh, as the revenue’ fo dailed 
adequate to an} great a! peor ot 
national expenditure. Ifa iyftem 
fliould not bes y at the cicwh, the 
fplend lour of which f{hodld'be mains 
honour and dignity of the ‘empire 
if 
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Ic mutt alfo be fuppofed, that every 
lord in that houfe beheld with fatif- 
faction the increafe of his majefty’s 
family, and confequently the greater 
neceflity for an ample revenue. It 
was admitted, that we were engaged 
in a very dangerous war, the ex- 
pences of which were great; but it 
was obferved, that we were compel- 
led to enter into this war ona principle 
of felf-defence and felf-prefervation ; 
and no other alternative was left us, 
butto proceed tothe utmoftexcrtions, 
or to fsbmit to a ruinous and igno- 
minious peace; the prime condi- 
tion of which profeffedly would be, 
to confent to a difmemberment of 
the empire, by declaring our rebel- 
lious fubjects in America a fovereign 
and independent ftate. 

The motion was particularly ob- 


_ yeéted to by the chancellor, becaufe 


the affertions contained in it had not 
been regularly proved. The na- 
tional diftreffes afferted in it had not 
been inveftigated by their lordfhips 
as a houfe of parliament; and 
though it was aflerted that there 
had been a wafte of the public trea- 
fure, yet the particular departments 
of government in which this watte 
was, had not been pointed out, which 
ought to have been done: and as 
nothing was fpecifically proved, it 
would be neither juft nor decent to 
vote an addrefs, which in any part 
of it contained a general and unde- 
fincd charge againft the king’s fer- 
vants. The motion recommended 
a confiderable reduction of the civil 
lift; but thefe words had no limited 
fenfe. Was a moiety of the civil 
lift the confiderable part alluded to ? 
Were two-thirds of it? Was one 
thirdofit? For to each would the 
words be equally applicable. Could 
any minifter, under fuch a direc- 
tion, venture to give his majefty 
any counel, er explain to him what 


AND 


the houfe defired ? 


Per 


Their lordthips le 3 


fhould alfo recollect, he faid, into Es 


what an extenfive invettigation this 
bufinefs would neceffarily lead them, 


of a very deep and intricate nature, 
into the origin of all the exchequer 
places and profits, and would have 
to fearch into a variety of offices, 
and a variety of perquifites, that 
had no immediate reference to the | 
civil lift or the court. His lordfhip | 
therefore concluded, that the mo. 
tion was inexpedient and imprae. 
ticable. 

The earl of Shelburne obferved, 
in anfwer to the! chancelfor, that if 
that noble and learned lord was ig. 
norant of the faét, that * this 
kingdom laboured under manifold 
diftrefles and difficulties,’? he was | 
the only man in the kingdom who | 
was yet to learn it. Our calamities, 
our diftreffes, our difgraces, were | 
fo numerous and fo notorious, that | 

5S d 
capitulate them. As to the objec: 
tion, that there was no fpecific re- | 


. ; 
it was altogether unneceflary to re- : 


queit propoted in the motion, as to 


oe 


| 


They muft go through an inquity © 


otha dieie silledie 2 senten aaiee 
a 


the quantum of the civil lift to be ° 


reduced, it might have, been rea- i 


fonably expected, that the hand- 
fome manner which had been adopt- 
ed, of fubmitting this altogether to 
his. majefty and his minifters would 
have been the very circumftance 
that would have recommended it to 
the approbation of the adminiftra 
tion. His lordfhip alfo obferved, 
that it was not his majefty’s private | 
expences that were intended to be 
curtailed; but there were various 
heads of expenditure of the civil - 
lift, which loudly called for reform 
Among others, he mentioned the | 
money paid for foreign embafles, | 
which was now enormoutly fwelled, | 
though we could hardly be faid t © 
have any ally, In the reign , 
ing 
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king William, the expence of fo- 
reign embaflies was about 43,cocl. 
tally; and now they were {well- 
ed to the extravagant tum of up- 
wards of go,oocl. At the time re- 
ferred to, this country flourifhed, the 
had powerful alliances, her name 
was dreaded, her flag revered, and 
the was treated with univerfal re- 
but the was now deferted by 
Kurope, notwithitanding the 
fums that were lavifhied in 


o 


fpect: 


ata 


mrreot 


foreren embuatlies. Secret fervice-mo- 
ney was another branch ot the public 
expenditure, drawn from the civil 
litt, which called tor unmediate re- 
formation. This article had of late 
years {welled to an enormous bulk. 
Butinthe higheit ycar of the late 


war, under the councils 
and aufpices of a Pitt, it had never 

xceeded 237,000]. per annum; and 
chis at a me when perhaps this 
country was better intormed of what 
was paili ng in foicign courts, than 
at any precedent or tubfequent pe- 
riod of our hittory. The fecret 
fervice-money now nearly approach- 
ed to 280, ool. and vet our miri- 
fters knew nothing ; they were to- 
tally in the dark, or received infor- 


elorious 


nation merely to deceive them, and 
ge they employed at toreign 
courts. Both admirals and generals 


complained, that either the minittry 
had no intelligence, or that it was 
fuch as only ferved to miflead them, 
Phey had been explicit and unt- 
form i in their declarations, and im- 
puted their difa ppoi ntments, and 
the difafters which had happene ned in 
the courfe of the prefent war, chie fly 
to a want of proper sarelii gence. 
His lordfhip then took notice ot the 
army extraordinarics, contracts and 
cont actors, and obferved, that un- 

r it he: * there was every year 


4 ihametul wate of the public mo- 
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The marquis ot Rockingham faid, 
that all temporizing expedients to 
relieve the people would prove In- 
effectual; that a reformation of the 
conftitution was called tor; that its 
principles were perve rted > and that 
nothing great or decifive could be 
expected, till it was reftored to its 
oryinal puritye He ‘bferved, 
his lordthip taid, with deep concern, 
the influence ot the crown increaf- 
ing toi years pait: that 
the uugmentaticn of the civil lift in 
a great n ealure confirmed it, was 
maniteft trom the continual majori- 
tics Which were always obtained in 


had ( 


iamne ana 


that houile, upon anv g ieftion what- 
evel Uat the minifier wifhed to 
carry. The duke of Richmond’s 
motion was at length rejected upon 
a divilion, by a majority of 77 
tO 27. 

On the &th of December, the 
Houfe of Commons went mto a 
committee on the army eftunates ¢ 


when the fecretary at war informed 
the committee, that an augmenta- 
tion of the forces was neceflary, Oud 
account of the various and extenlive 
fervices of the war in which the na- 
tion was engaged, He obicrved, 
that the Britith troops laft year were 
g6,000; but this year they would 
amount tO LIL,OOO, OF increai¢e 
of 15,000. Laft year the militaa, 
ich fencibles, were 3 s0005 
but this year they would 42,000, 
This additien arofe tiom the corps 
and companies attached to the mi- 
licia, under the laft mihua act. 
Foreign troops, which were latt 
year 24,000, would be nearly the 
fame this; and the artillery about 
g000, beiides the additional compa- 
nies: which would make a total of 
179,500. He then went into the 
following dittribution: in America, 
andthe Welt Indies, Britiih, 66,5 tQ3 
tore: in all 78,185 ; 
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of which 1¢,000 were ferving in 
the Weft Indies, Africa, &c. which 
left abour 63,000 in North Ame- 
rica, incliding the artillery ; and 
in Gibraltar and Minorca 4000 fo- 
reign troops, and 6000 Brith. 
The total fam required of parlia- 
ment for this military force was 
4,! 0,000. — 

his formidable requifition na- 
turally occafioned a very fpirited 
debate; in which fir Charles Bun- 
bury much diftinguifhed himfelf. 
That gentleman obferved, that when 
he looked round him, he knew not 
whether he had moft caufe to re- 
gret, or to rejoice, that he was a 
man of no party whatever. For 
though he hoped that, on that ac- 
count, his opinion would be con- 
fidered as the fincere fentiments of 
his heart, yet he was not likely to 
be fupported by either fide of the 
houfe. But the awful and the la- 
mentable fituation of this once 
flourifhing empire, rendered it his 
duty to endeavour, by a few words 
addretled to that defeription of men, 
of whofe number he was an obfcure 
individual, he meant his brethren 
the country gentlemen, to awaken 
their attention to the real import- 
ance of the etiunates which had 
been laid before them; and before 
they gave their votes in favour of 
them, co induce them to confider 
how far it was wile and politic to 
agree to them; and how far the re- 
maining refources of this opprefied 
and finking country were capable 
of fupporting the enormous ex- 
pence, which was required by the 
eitimate beforethem. They fhould 
confider not only the ability of the 
nation to fupport the expence, but 
alfo the adequatenefs of the meafure 
to effect the great purpofe of the 
war, the obtaining of an honour- 


able peace. The profpect, he faid, 


was unpleafant without doors; nor 
was it lefs melancholy within thofe 
walls. For on the firft day of the 
feffion, what had been feen there ? 
On the one fice of the houte, a 
minority, great part of which were 
funk into defpondency, from « deep 
fenfe of the wretched fituation ot 
the nation ; and another part routed 
to the loudeit expretlions of rage 
and indignation againit thofe whom 
thev contidered us the authors and 
provokers of the public calamities. 
On the other fide of the houfe was 
a fullen majority, filent§ within 
doors, and loquacious withour. In 
every other place bur that houfe, to 
the amazement of fpeculative po- 
liticians, they were emploved in 
echoing and upholding the opinions 
of thofe who had oppoted all 
the meafures of the very men 
whom they unttormly fuppoited 
with their votes. The noble lord, 
who was fuppofed to have the chief 
management of our public affairs, 
as well as his colleagues in office, 
flood almoft without an advocate, 
excepting only his far-fetched ad- 
vocates of the North, who, in the 
moment that other men were funk 
and deprefled with the fente of the 
national misfortunes, ventured to 
hold language of encouragement, 
and attempted to flatter gentlemen, 
that the very reverfe of the picture 
before their eyes, was the true re- 
prefentation of our affairs, 

After remarking, as a_ reafon for 
ferioufly confidering the circum- 
itances of the nation, that this coun- 
try was one hundred and ninety 
millions in debt, he obferved, that 
the miniftry had already borrowed 
twenty millions for the fervice of 
the war, which were not yet fund- 
ed; and thefe millions the minifter 
had borrowed at fuch extravagant 
intereft, as no man in the kingdom 

but 
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but himfelf dared give, becaufe of 
the penalties enacted againft ufury 
by various acts of the legiilature. 
Nor was the evil confined to the 
great national burthen which it In- 
creafed; for it was otherwite tevere- 
ly fele by all ranks of people. The 
ininifter having given fuch exorbi- 
tant intereft for his loans, no other 
man could borrow money: a matter 
which in this country was a fevere 
affliction ; as it tended to the mani- 
tet inconvenience of the private 
gentleman, and to the ruin of the 
merchant, the manufacturer, and 
the trader. 

He allo obferved, that enormous 
as the army etftimates were, the force 
raifed was infufficient for the pur- 

ofe intended. If any part of the 
plan of the war for the enfuing year 
extended to an intention of endea- 
vouring to regain a larger fhare of 
America, expericnce proved that 
an army of 70,000 men was not 
equal to the object. It had lately 
appeared, that we were incapable of 
maintaining and detending the {mail 
part of America which we had for 
a few vears paft held; for the army 
had evacuated Rhode Iiland on the 
news of Monf. d’Eftaing’s approach ; 
and to entertain an idea now of the 
probability of our being able to 
conquer America, was as abfurd as 
any idea of a lunatic in Bedlam 
could be. He remarked, that not- 
withftanding the ruinous ftate of the 
national affairs, the miniftry had 
neglected to make peace, if the 
Spanifh manifefto was to be depend- 
ed on, when it had lately been in 
their power. In that itate-paper 
Spain complained, in direct and fpe- 
cific terms, of the Britifh minitters 
having turned deaf ears to her me- 
diation for a peace, though it was 
for a truce uti poffidetis, without 
Great Britain being obliged to ac- 
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knowlege the independency of Ame- 
rica. Circumftanced as we were, 
loaded with debt, finking under 
taxes, and the national refources 
daily decreafing, he thought a peace 
at almoft any rate, a defireable ob- 
ject; but on the moderate terms 
which Spain, through her media- 
tion with America, had procured 
for us, it was a matter eagerly to 
be caught at, and inftantly to be 
embraced. 

Mr. Thomas Townfhend faid, 
that the force about to be voted by 
the houfe was a mof enormous one, 
and fuch as would have afforded juft 
caufe of alarm at any period; but 
infinitely more fo at the prefent, 
when the army had been garbled, 
und the eftablifhed rules of fervice 
violated and departed from in a 
great variety of inftances. Officers 
of experience, and of tried courage 
and ability in the fervice, were 
neglected, and juniors put over 
their heads: to the difgrace of thofe 
who had permitted fo refpectable a 
body to be thus injurioufly treated. 
Befides the injuftice of fuch a con- 
duét, there was another reafon 
which ought to alarm the nation. 
If men of uncertain principles, and 
of defperate fortunes, were raifed 
from obicure fituations into high 
commands, fuch men, in all coun- 
tries, and at all times, were the 
proper inftruments to effect the ruin 
of the conftitution. 

Mr. Fox defired that the noble 
lord who was at the head of the ad- 
miniftration, or the fecretary for the 
Aincrican department, would ac- 
quaint the houfe, whether the war 
in America was to be an offenfive, 
or a defenfive one. Lord George 
Germaine replied, that the prefent 
war was a war with the confederated 
powers of France, Spain, and the 
rebellious colonies; that to with- 
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draw the troops from America 
would be yielding the victory to 
the Houfe ‘of Bourbon ; for ‘that 
was their only object in the prefent 
ronteft. How far the war with 
France and Spain might make it 
convenient to relax fora time, he 
could not fay; but as far as he 
knew, the American war was not 
abandoned. Mr. Fox, in reply, 
confidered this anfwer as fomewhat 
equivgeal ; however, he would fup- 
pole, he faid, that it was the in- 
tention ot adimuniftrary nm, not only to 
keep the few places they now h: ld 
in America, merely to earrifon 
Ouebec, Hallifax, New York, or 
Savannah, but to ttrike fome blow 
againft the revolted colonics, to re- 
duce them to obedience by force of 
arms. But though this might be 
their defign, it was certainly not in 
their power. They might as well 
think of fubduing Turkey, as of 
conquering America. He alfo made 
fome remarks on the enlarged in- 
fluence of the crown, and obferved, 
that the roy al influence, which 
was extended by the rife, had not 
yet been contracted by the fall 
the empire: but a minifterial pha- 
lanx was formed, which purtued its 
own Interefts, regardlets of the in- 
terefts of the community. Lord 
North faid, that with refpect to the 
influence of the crown, if anv fuch 
influence did exitt, he did not know 
that it had lately increafed; and 
he could declare with truth, that 
he never endeavoured to extend it, 
or to make an improper ufe of it. 
As to the inftances which had been 
mentioned, of partiality in military 
promotions, and the nomination of 
IMprop r pertons, he beheved that 
thofe cafes would be found to he 
pertectly juftifiable, when a full en- 
quiry Was made, and the circum. 
acs We! known. Elis | Cfhip 
aio TOOR Notice Of the en 


‘2 


as 


that were made by gentlemen 11 
the oppolition, relative to the mi- 
litary oper: alions of the American 
war: and obferved, that he con- 
fidered this as a fubjet very ime 
t" ‘oper to be d life ufle d in that houf c 
Several other members {poke in the 
courfe of this debate, which was 
alfo renewed the following day, 
when the report was brought up 
from the committee to the houfe ; 
but the army eftimates were at 
le: eth agreed to, upon divilion, 
by a majority of 169 to 113. 

, The {ame day a petition of the 
frecholders of Middlefex was pre- 
fented to the houfe, by Mr. Wood, 
member for that c unty, com| hain 
inv of the partiality of the minittes 
in evrantine and with-holding the 
Chiltern hundreds at his pl afure 3 
and pray He that **fome known, 
certain, and equal rule might be 
eftablithed, tor vacating the feats 
of inembers chofen to reprefent the 
people in parliament.”” A bill w: 
atterwards brought in “ to enable 
the members of that houle to be 
elected tor any county, city, “ 
rough, Ol place, unreprefented in 
parliament ;”? but it was aide 
out in the Houle of Commons upon 
the feeond reading. A complaint 
was lkewife exh} bited by Mr. 
Wilkes againitrhe duke of Chandos, 
lord-heutenant of the county of 
Southampton, chareing his eract 
with having inter aed in the late 
election ot “members ot parhament 
or that county. The affair was 
dicen to a committec ; and it 
appeared, upon enquiry, that his 
prace had fent a confiderable num- 
ber of letters, recommending a 
particular candidate: however, ‘hs 
houfe thought proper to put an 
end to the bufinefs, by deferring 
the contideration of it for four 
months. 
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OWEVER inattentive the mi- 
He niftry had hitherto been fup- 
poled to be to the affairs of Iveland, 
lord North now began to engage 
in them with ferioutnets, and mani- 
te(fted a defire of affording effential 
relict to the inhabitants of that 
kinedom. Accordingly on the 13th 
ot December, he tated his fenti- 
ments concerning Ireland to the 
Houte of Commons very copoutly, 
and his reafons for making and tup- 
porting tome propotitions relative to 
that kinedom, Siich he had pre- 
fented to the houte four days betore. 
bits tirit) propotition was, that it 
would be “expedient to repeal fo 
inuch ot any of the laws paffed in 

eat Britain, as prohibited the ex- 
por tl mn, trom the kingdom ot lre- 
land, ot all woollen manutactures 
Whailoever, or manufactures made 
up, or mixed with wool or wool 
flocks.’’ 

The fecond, that it would be 
CX] edient to repeal fo much ot 
an act made in the 1igth year ot 
his late majetty king George IIL. 
prohibits the exportation ot wiedi 
vlafs bottles, and other articles ia 
is manufacture, from the king- 
dom of Ireland.’’ 

The third, that it would be ex- 
pedient ** to allow the trade be- 
tween Ireland and the Britith co- 
lonies in America, and the Weft In- 
dies, and the Britith fettlements on 
the coatis of Africa, to be carried 
on in like manner, and fubject to 
the fame re; gu lations and reftri¢tions, 
as it is how carried Oh betwe en Gheess 
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Britain, and the faid colonies and 
fettlements ; provided all goods and 
commodities of the growth, pro- 
duct, or manutacture, of fuch colo- 
nies and fettlements, flall be made 
liable, by laws to be made in Ire- 
land, to the fame duties as the like 
goods are, or may be liable to upon 
importation into Great Britain.’ 

His lordfhip obferved, that the 
detign of his three propofitions were 
to allow Ireland a tree export of her 
wool, woollens, and wool-flocks ; 
free exportation of glafs, and all 
kinds of glafs manufactures ; and a 
freedom of trade with the Britifh 
plantations on certain conditions, 
the bafis otf which was to be an 
equality of cuftoms and taxes, upon 
aun equal and unreftrained trade, 
He remarked, that though a free 
and unlimited nght to trade with 
the whole world might be claimed 
on the part of Ireland; yet that 
Ireland did not, nor could not, pres 
tend to claim any right, djreétly or 
co-rclatively, with refpect to any 
part of the Britifls colonies or plan- 
tations. Every perfon in both king- 
doms muft aflent to the latter af- 
fernon. As to the claim on the 
part of rhe Infh, of a free and un- 
limited trade with the whole world, 
it was not his wifh on the prefent 
occafion to enter into the difcuflion 
of it, or to debate points merely 
fpeculative. But admitting this 
claim of a tree and unrclitrained 
trade, it muft {till be beneficial to 
Ircland to preferve its connexions 
with Great Britain, and to have a 
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participation of its commercial in- 
terefts. On the idea, indeed, of a 
natural and political connexion, 
they had been rather harfhly and 
impolitically treated, fince the Re- 
ftoration. fore that event, they 
enjoyed every commercial bencfit 
and advantage in common with Eng- 
Jand. The commerce, import and 
export, was held equally by both 
kingdoms, till the reign of Charles 
Il. Even the act of navigation, 
the great foundation of our planta- 
tion laws, put England and Ire- 
land upon exaét terms of equality ; 
nor was it till two years after that 
the firft commercial reftriction was 
laid upon Ireland, and that not di- 
rectly, but by a fide-wind, and by 
dedi.¢tive interpretation. When the 
act tirit pafled, there was a general 
governing claufe, for giving bonds 
to perfornn the conditions of the act; 
but when the act was amended, in 
the rcthof Charles I], the word I re- 
Jand was omitted: from whence a 
conclufion was drawn, that the acts 
of the two preceding parliaments, 
rith, 1ath, and rgth, of Charles 
Il. were thereby repealed: though 
it was as clearly exprefled in thofe 
atts, as it was poffible tor words to 
convey, that fhips builcin Ireland, 
navigated by the people thereof, 
were deemed Britith, and qualified 
to trade to and from the Britifh 
plantations; and that fhips built 
in Ireland, and navigated by his 
inajefty’s fubjects of Ireland, were 
entitled to the fame abatements and 
privileges to which importers and 
exporters of goods in Britfh-buile 
flips were entitled. However, Ire- 
Jand had been as much excluded 
trom trading with the Britith colo- 
nics as France, Spa'n, or any other 
foreign nation, in the way of a di- 
rect export or import trade, except- 
ia ina few trifling inftances. Some 
of the rettraints refpecting Ireland 


in the reign of Charles IT. were 
fuppofed to have originated in a 
diflike or jealouily of the growing 
power of the then duke of Or- 
mond, who, from his great eftate 
and poffeffions in Ireland, was fup- 
pofed to have a perfonal intereft in 
the profperity of that kingdom. So 
far, indeed, was this {pirit carried, 
whether from perfonal enmity to 
the duke of Ormond, from nar- 
row prejudices, or a blind policy, 
that the parliament of England paif- 
ed a law to prohibit the importation 
of Irifh lean cattle. 

His lordfhip obferved, that one 
object of his propolitions was, to 
rettore to Ireland the wool export 
and woollen manutacture. In 1692, 
from jealoufy, or fome other mo- 
tive, the two houfes of the Eng- 
ith parliament addretied the crown, 
recommending a kind of compact 
between both kingdoms ; the terms 
ot which were, that England fhould 
enjoy the woollen manufacture ex- 
clufively, and Ireland the linen. 
But however folemnly this com- 
pact might be obferved by the lat- 
ter kingdom, the truth was, that 
England carricd on the linen manu- 
facture to tull as great an entent as 
Ireland, while the monopoly of the 
woollens remained totally with Eng- 
land. The firft ftep Ireland took, 
in confequence of this compact, 
Was, to lay an export duty upon 
wool and woollens of all kinds, e- 
qual to a prohibition; and when 
the act expired, for it was but a 
temporary one by way of experi- 
ment, the Britifh parliament, with- 
out confulting that of Ireland, by 
the roth and iith, of William 
III. pafied a fimilar aét, and made 
it perpetual. By that aét, and one 
or two that followed, a total end 
was put to the woollen trade of 
Ireland, 
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His lordfhip next proceeded to 
tate fome important tacts, relative 
tothe trade of that country. He 
iaid, upon an average of the fix 
years. trom 1766, to 1772, the export 
to Ireland was fomewhat more than 
tivo millions; and in the fucceed- 
ing fix years, ending in 1778, about 
as much more; one half nearly 
Britifh manufacture or produce, the 
other halt certified articles, of 
which this country was the medium 
of conveyance, Out ot the native 
produce, which was fomething 
more than g90,o0ol. per annum, 
on the average, O1.y 200,000l, 
were woollens; fo that in this hght 
fuppofing every thing that any man 
could with to conclude trom the 
fact, he fubmitted to the houfe, 
whether it would be found policy 
to rik a million export of native 
produce for a woollen export of 
300,000]. It fhould alfo be con- 
fidered, his lordfhip obferved, that 
Ireland, when reftored to good hu- 
mour, and united to us from mo- 
tives of comimon intereft, as the 
had always hitherto proved, fo fhe 
would continue to be the beft cuf- 
tomer this country has. The wool- 
len manufacture of Ireland mutt 
tor a long time continue in a ftate 
of infancy; and though cloths had 
been manufactured fufticient to an- 
twer a confiderable part of the home 
confunption, yet it could be hard- 
ly expected, that Ireland would be 
able to rival Great Britain at the 
foreign maikets, when after the 
expence of land carriage, freight, 
% onal and factorage, the was 
able to underfell Ireland in her own 
market on the very fpot, though 
aided by the advantage of low wages 
and taxes. 

As to the linen trade, his lord- 
fhip obferved, that however prof- 
perous it might appear, it was ftill 
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capable of great improvement. It 
Was a pamphlet written by the ce- 
lebrated fir William Temple, that 
firit fuggefted the idea of extend- 
ing and improving the linen manu- 
facture of Ireland, and gave rife 
to the compact which had been 
reterred to. It was an opinion 
which feemed to be entertained by 
many, that as this compact was 
now to be diffolved, and the Irifh 
were to be permitted to enjoy a 
tree export ot woollens, the boun- 
ues paid on the importation into 
England, of certain ipecies of fa- 
brics of Irifh linens ought to be dif- 
continued. But the noble lord de- 
clared it to be his opinion, that 
this would be very improper; be- 
caufe it appeared, from the mott 
accurate enquiries, that the Britifh 
bounties had operated as a great 
encouragement to the Irifh linen 
manufacture; and becaufe it was 
not a large fun that was appropriated 
for that purpofe, the whole not a- 
mounting, in the higheft year, to 
much more than 13,000. 

When the regulations he pros 
pofed were pafied into a law, there 
would be an end, of courfe, his 
lordfhip obferved, at the compact 
between England and Ireland, re- 
fpecting the woollen and linen ma- 
nutactures: but as a more liberal 
fpirit had manifetted itfelf on both 
fides of the water, it might be 
hoped that both kingdoms would be 
perfeétly contented. Ireland would 
never be able to rival England in 
the fine woollen fabrics; but the 
Irifh manufacturing their own wool 
would prevent the contraband ex- 

ort of the raw material to France. 
ie fhould alfa be remembered, that 
whatever was a benefit to Ireland 
muft, fooner or later .be of fingu- 
lar advantage to Great Britain; and 
by the regulations propofed the 
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commercial connections between the 
two kingdoms wo uld be P ut upon 
a more equitable and folid footin:. 

His lordflup alfo fiat ed, that fre. 
land had been very injurioufly treat- 
ed re{pecting the glufs manu fac- 
ture. Previoufly to an act of the 
roth of George II. Ireland im- 
ported glals from other countries, 
and at length began to make tome 
procrefs in the lower branches of 
the manutacture herfelf. But by 
that a¢t the Inth were prohibited 
from importing any kind of elafs, 
other than the manutfacture of Great 
Britain; and wt was alio ennéted, 
that no glafs of the manutacture 
ot lreland fhould be exported, or 
fo muchas laden on any horte or 
carriage, with intent to be fo ex- 
ported, “This act was much com- 
plained of in Ireland, and with 
great yuftice. It was, therefore, 
int enced by one of his pi pofitions 
to take away the ground of this 
complaint; and thereby indieate at 
leatt an inclination to ese every 
thing, “aide bore the mott diftant 
appearance ot « ppreilion, pre 1! dice, 
or telt-inrere it, ariting from a ip irit 
of monopoly and comme we, eX- 
Ciunon. 

Che third propofition which he 
had made, thatof allowing Ireland a 
free trade to the Brnth colomes 
and plantations in America and the 
Wet Indies, hos lordftlip obferved 
was ot a ciflerent nature from the 
twotormer, A trade with our co- 
lonies of any hind, or of anv ex- 


tent trom treland, mutt be confi- 
dered as a matter of tavour to that 


} . > : 
kinedom. Confiderine her even as 


wn independent ftate, the could fet 
up no chim to a commerem! inter- 
COUPr.C with the Britith colon 46 
‘Phete colomes had been fettled, 
eftublifhed, andr fed to th ir pre- 
fent itiereth and opulence by the 
Dlocd, trealure, aid indutliy or 
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Great Britain. By every principle 
of juftice, of the law of nations, 
ad the cuftom of the other powers 
of Europe who had fettlements and 
diftant dependencies, the a 
country had an exclufive right to 
trade with, and to forbid all others 
from having any intercourfe with 
them. Such an exclutive right was 
of the very effence ot colonization ; 
for what nation under the fun would 
fpend their blood and treafure in 
eftablifhing a colony, and prote¢t- 
ing and defending it in its infant 
flate, if other nations were after- 
wards to reap the advantages which 
were derived from their labour, 
hazard, and expence ? But thou; gh 
Gre at Brit ain had a right to r¢ {train 
Ireland from trading with her cole- 
nies, his lerdfhip declared it to be 
his opinion, that it would be the 
intereft of Great Britain to admit 
her fitter kingdom to a participation 
of her trade with the colonies. He 
thought it both the intereft and duty 
of Great Britain, to do every thing 
in her power which might have a 
tendency to promote and extend the 
intereft and commerce of Ireland, 
upon the broadeft and moft exten- 
five round: and one of the moft 
certain means of rendering that 
country ufetul to herfelf, and truly 
valuable to this, would be to open 
new fources of commerce to her. 
Adinitting Treland to a participation 
ot our trade with the colonies would 


be 


, 


the oniv wife and prudent means 
of affording her re lief: andit would 
be that fpecies of relief that would 
ferve to convince her of the fincere 
and affectionate defire we hare to 
render her rich, proiperous, and 
happy. it would be an unequivo- 
cal preof of the candour and ‘fince= 
ritv ot Great Britain; and he could 


wot doubt but that Ireland would 
receive it as fuch. 
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‘But his lordfhip farther obferved, 
that Great Britain ought not to be 
a fufferer by her bounty to Ireland, 
This, however, would be the cate, 
fhould we throw open our colony- 
trade to Ireland, without accom- 
panying the enjoyment of it wich 
fimilar burthens to thofe which we 
fubmitted to ourtelves. This would 
be an act of the higheft injuftice to 
Great Britain. An equal trade, 
therefore, mutt include in it an 
equality of taxes and duties, both 
upon the export and import. This 
was the only equitable ground on 
which the benefits and advantages, 
new propofed to be given to the 
Irth nation, could be either grant- 
ed or expected. The equalizing 
the duties muft neceffarily he with 
the Irifh parliament, who, from the 
nature of their conftitution, could 
only lay on thofe taxes and dutics, 
which would bring the Englifh and 
Irifh commodities to market upon 
equal terms. 

His lord{hip made various other 
obfervatipns in fupport of his pro- 


politons, and having regularly 
formed them into motions, they 


were agreed to by the houfe, with- 
out oppofition. “It was only ob- 
ferved by Mr. Fox, that he thould 
not enter into the difcuffion of the 
propotitions, till the fentiments of 
Ireland were firft known; becaute 
every thing he could offer mutt be 
deemed premature, till the butinels 
cameto be canvaficd by the Inith 
parliament. He fhould, therefore, 
confider the refolutions moved for 
by the noble lord, not as matters 
ditcufled, » deliberated, and deter- 
mined upon in parliament, but 
folely as compoting a 
ftate, for which minifters were and 
would accordingly be refpontible. 
Thefe refolutions were received 
with the utmoft gratitude and ap- 


meafure of 

















































HISTORY. 4) 


plaufe by both houfes of the Trith 
piruament. On the 2oth of De. 
cember the following refolutions 
were agreed to unanmmoufly by the 
Houfe of Commons of that king- 
dom: * Refolved, That the ex porta. 
tion from thts kingdom of its woollen 
and other manufactures, to all fo- 
reiga places, will matertally tend to 
relieve its diftreffes, increafe its 
wealth, promote its profperity, and 
thereby advance the welfare of 
Crreat Britain, and the common 
ftreneth, wealth, and commerce of 
the Brittth empire.” “ Refolved, 
Theat a liberty tor tl 1S kingdom to 
trade with the Rritifh colonies in 
America, and the Weft Indies, and 
the Birth fettlements on the coatt 
ot Atrica, in like manner as trade ig 
carried on between Great Britain 
and the faid cahonies and fettlements 
will be productive of very great 
commerce! il benefits, will be a mott 
affectionate mark of the regard and 
attention of Great Britain to our 
diltretics, will give new vigour 
to the zeal ot his majefty’s brave and 
loval people of Ireland, to ftand 
forth in fupport of lis majefty’s pcr- 
fon and government, and the inte- 
reft, the honour, and the dignitv of 
the Britith empire.”” The fame re- 
folutions were agreed to on the fol- 
lowing dav in the Houfe of Peers. 
in the debate which thefe refolue 
tions oceationed in the Irith Houfe 
of Commons, the hicheft encomi- 
ums were pafled on the noble lord 
who was at the head of the Enelith 
miniftry. It was faid, that the 
exertions of his lordfhip in favour 
of Ireland had been great and no- 
ble; that he had acted wifely and 
kindly by that kingdom ; and that 
he deferved every acknowledgment 
from its inhabitants. He was alfo 
{tvled the great advocate of Ireland; 
and it was atlerted, that he would 
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be of glorious and immortal memo- 
ry in that kingdom. He was alfu 
fpoken of in a timilar ftrain ot pane- 
gyric in the Houle of Peers. But 
the noblemen and gentlemen en- 
gaged in oppofition in England were 
mentioned in very different terms 
by many members of the Irith par- 
liament. Indeed, the fevereft re- 
flexions were thrown out againft 
them: and it was faid, that while 
they thought the minifter did not 
mean to go into the bufinefs ot Ire- 
land, they called loudly for cenfure 
againft him, for not doing it; but 
when they found him fincerely in- 
clined to enter upon this bufinefs, 
had bafely feceded, and whoily tor- 
fook the intereft of the people of 
Ireland. Thefe cenfures occafioned 
a member of the Lnglith Houle ot 
Commons, a native ot Ireland, a 
entleman eminently diftinguithed 
- his clatheal tafte, and his un- 
common powers of eloquence, to 
write a letter, to be communicated 
to his friends in Ireland, in vindi- 
cation of his own condutt, and that 
of the other gentlemen engaged with 
him in England, in oppolition to 
the general meafures of adminittra- 
tion. He reprefented, that how- 
ever politic it might be on the pre- 
fent occafion to compliment the mi- 
nitter for his meafurcs refpecting 
Ireland, it was neither very wife, 
nor very generous, tor the members 
of the Inf parliament to be fo 
ready tothrow out invectives againft 
their old friends in England, who 
were cagaged in oppofition, amongtt 
whom were gentlemen attached to 
the real interefts of both kingdoms, 
trom the pureft and beft principles. 
As to the minitter, it was faid, that 
ull he was driven to fome ferious 
attenmon to the affairs ot Lreland, 
by the meafures adopted in that 
ma soin, lus conduct had been ex- 


AND 


tremely dilatory, indecifive, and 
equivocal: and that the minority 
were juitly incenfed at him for hav. 
ing fo grofsly facrificed the honour 
ot the nation and the dignity of 
parliament, as to retufe to afford 
any fubftantial relief to the Irih 
nation, till their own fpirited exer. 
tions had made every thing that 
could be done by Great Britain to 
gratity them, appear not an act of 
choice, but of necetlity. It was 
added, that the minorivy had earneti- 
ly and repeatedly iaboured to procure 
relief for the people of Ireland; 
and if they had now contented 
themielves with a filent acquicicence 
in the propofitions of Lord North, 
it was becaufe they were not futli- 
ciently informed whether they would 
be fatistactory to the people of Ire- 
land, and becaufe what was row 
done appeared to be more an act of 
ftate than of mere parliamentary de- 
liberation and difeuien. 

Befides the rei ut ons already 
mentioned in favour of Lreland, the 
three following, which were after- 
wards alfo moved by Lord North, 
pafled unanimoutiy in the Britith 
Houfe of Commons. ** I. Fer res 
pealing the act that prohibits the 
exportation of gold-coin trom Great 
Britain to Ireland. II. For taking 
off the prohibition to import foreign 
hops into Ireland, and the ¢raw- 
back on the exportation of the 
Britifh hops. III. For enabling his 
majetty’s Irifh fubjects to become 
members of the Turkey company, 
and to export woollens in Britth or 
Irith fhips to the Levant.’? His 
lordfhip urged in fupport of the laft 
refolution, that it was neceflary, 
becaufe the exportation of woollens 
having beea granted to Ireland, the 
Irifh would naturally expeét a hare 
of the Turkey trade, which as mat- 
ters itood was not poflible, it having 
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hitherto been a received opinion, 
that no Irifliman could be elected a 
inember of the Turkey company. 

A bill for repealing the laws that 
reftrained the trade of Ireland to 


HISTORY. 43 


foreign parts afterwards paffed both 
houfes unanimoutly, and received 
the royal affent on the 23d of the 
fame month, 
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Debate in the Houfe of Peers on a Motion of the Earl of Shelburne, relative te 


the Army E-xtraordinaries. 


Mr. Burke gives Notice of his Intention to lay 


before the Houfe of Commons a Plan for retrenching the Public Expences, 


Debate on the Eftimates of the Ordnance. 


S the expences of the war in 

which Great Britain’ was 
unhappily engaged now arofe to a 
great height, and even exceeded 
the very liberal grants that were made 
for that purpofe, they naturally 
became a frequent fubject of parlia- 
mentary difcuton, Accordingly, on 
the x<th of December, the earl of 
Shelburne made the following mo- 
tion in the Houfe of Peers: * That 
““the alarming addition annually 
‘‘making to the prefent enormous 
* national debt, under the head of 
*“extraordinaries, incurred in the 
** different fervices, requires imme- 
** diate check and controul; the 
“‘increafing the public expences 
“beyond the grants of parliament 
“being at all times an invafion of 
“the public rights of parliament, 
“and the utmoft economy being 
“indifpenfably neceflary in the 
“prefent reduced and deplorable 
** ftate of the landed and mercantile 
“‘intereft of Great Britain and 
“Treland.”” In his fpeech in fup- 
port of this motion, his lordfhip 
entered into a comparative view of 
the proportion between the military 
fervices and extras in former reigns 
and the prefent. He obferved, that 
the extras of King William’s reign, 
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though a war was carried on in 
Flanders, Ireland, and the Weitt- 
Indies, did not exceed, in the 
higheft year of the Revolution war, 
100,0001.: That in the next, the 
fucceffion war, when we maintain- 
ed a war in Germany, on the banks 
of the Danube, in Flanders, Spain, 
the Mediterranean, North America, 
and the Weft Indies, the extras 
never exceeded 200,000]; nor in 
the firftwar of the late king, that 
with France and Spain, more than 
400,c00l1: That during the late 
war, the greateft, moft extentive, 
and moft expenfive, that this coun- 
try cver knew, the extras of 
17567 were but 800,000l. while 
thofe of 1777 were 1,200,000l. and 
one million granted for the tranf{pore 
fervice; in all upwards of two 
millions: That the higheft year of 
the late war, that of 1762, when 
our aris were borne triumphant to 
every quarter of the globe, when 
we had an army of 80,000 men in 
Germany, befides our conquering or 
victorious armics in North America, 
the Britify and French Wett Indies, 
the Eaft Indics, in Portugal, on the 
coaft of France, at the Havannah, 
&c. the whole of the extras were 
not more than two millions; where- 
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as the two lait defenfive campaigns 


would be found, when the latter ot 


the two was made up, to amount to 
the enormous fum of upwards of 
three — each. 

In 1775, his lordfhip faid, there 
was voted, though no war fubiitted 
the preceding year in “para 


800,ocol. a fum by fome tho if inds 
more than was voted in the hichett 
year of the warfucceeding the Revo- 
jution: in 1776, 845,000]. when 


our milit ary Oper: ations were contin- 
ed within the narrow circuit of the 
town of Bofton, Charles- Town, and 
Bunker’s-hill. In 1777, the extras 
were 1,200,000]. betides a million 
and upwards for tranfport fervice: 
in 1773, more than three 1 peep 
and it might be pref uned, th: it thot 

of 1779, if not more, would not 
be Jes. In thort, the very military 
extraordinaries, in the four years 
lat mentioned, would be about 
eight millions and a half; a fum 
very nearly equal to the expenditure 
of the whole ot the firft sour years 
of king William’s wars, and t tully 
equal to the two firft years of the 
great Marlborough’s nmortal cam- 
paigns. 

‘The creat increafe in the amount 
of the army extraordinaries, his 
lord(thip partly attmbuted to the 
mmprovident agreements and cen- 
tracts entered into by adminiftration, 
and to the number of contractors. 
He remarked, that, during the latt 
War, it Was not thought neceflary to 
employ more than one contractor: 

but the noble lord, now at the head 
of the Treafury, deemed it neceff: ary 
to fplit the prefent contract into 
twelve parts, with a view, it might 
be prefumed, to oblige twelve dif- 
ferent frends, who would fuppott 
him in his favourite meafure of the 
Au enc an War. During the late 


war Sir William Baker was the fvle 


contractor; and he engaged to fur. 
nifh provifions on the {pot, 1 in Ame- 
rica, at fix pence a ration. But 
the bargain made with the prefent 
contractors was, to deliver rations 
at the fame price in Corke. Thus 
was the whole freight, infurance, 
and other expences, taken out of 
the pockets of the public, and pur 
intothole ot his lordthip’s contract- 
ing triends. In confequ ence of this 
fhameful inatténtion to the intere tts 
of the people, the noble Earl pledged 
himfelt to prove, that every ration 
delivered in America cott govern- 
ment two {huiilings inttead of { 
pence, which they coft the laft war. 
He alfo took notice of the rum con- 
tracts, which had before been ani- 
madverted upon and expofed in 
parhament ; and obferved, that the 
fame perfon by whom thele contracts 
were made, continued to be emp loy- 
ed and frianedl by the minifter in 
a very high decree. He itkewile 
made fome very {arcattic remarks on 
the fums which were paid to a right 
honourable alderman, under the 
yretence of remitting bullion, or 
Portug: al or Spanith coin to Ame- 
rica. After pointing out various 
ether fources of abufe in the public 
expenditure, his lordfhip concluded, 
that the army extraordinaries in par- 
ticular called for immediate check 
and controul; and that it was full 
tine parliament fhould ftand forth 
and exert itfelf, as the only poffible 
means of preventing the impending 
ruin of the nation. 

His lordihip alfo gave notice, 
that on the 8th of February, 1780, 
he fhould move the Houfe, ** That 
a committee be appointed, confiiting 
of members of both Houfes, pof- 
feiling neither employment ner pen- 
fion, to examine without delay into 
the public expe nditure, and the 
mode of accounting for the fathe ; 
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inore particularly into the manner 
of m: aking all contracts; and at the 
fame time to take into confide ration 
what favings can be made confiftent- 
ly with public dignity, juftice, and 
ratitude, by an abolition of old 
or new created offices, the duties 
of which have either ceafed, or 
fhall on enquiry prove inadequate v 
to the tees or other emoluments 
urifing therefrom, or by the reduc- 
tion of fuch falaries or other allow- 
ances and profits as may appear to 
be unreafonable; that the fame may 
be applied to leffen the prefent 
ruinous expenditure, and to enable 
us to carry on the pretent war 
againt the Houfe ot Bourbon, 
with that decifion and \ our which 
can alone refult from national zeal, 
contidence, and unanimity. 

To the particular allegations ureed 
by the noble earl a: vainft adminit- 
tration, in his fpeech i in fupport of 
his firft motion, lhttle anfwer was 
made by the lords on that fide of 
the quettion. Lord Stormont, in- 
deed, oppofed the motion, becaufe, 
he faid, it reverfed the order of 
things; it proceeded to punifhment 
before it convicted; it was there- 
tore prepofterous : befides, we were 
engaged in a great war, and mutt 
not itarve it. The minifters now 
remaining filent, the Chancellor 
vas about to put the queftion, when 
the Duke of Manchetter rofe, and 
exprefled his aftonifhment and in- 
dignation, that minifters fhould fit 
and hear fuch a charge, without 
attempting to anfwer it. The Earl 
ot Suffolk objected to the propriety 
of Lord Shelburne’s motion; and 
the Earl of Hillfborough endeavour- 
ed to vindicate the character of 
Lord North, and declared his full 
conviction of his integrity. The 
Duke of Richmond inquired, what 
it Was to which men were to impute 
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the repeated filent majorities in both 
houfes of parliament, in fupport of 
votes directly repugnant to the 
ftrongeft arguments of fome of the 
ablett: and mott refpeftable characters 
in the kingdom? Could it be any 
thing elfe, he afked, befides the 
influence of the crown, that pre- 
vailing influence, which it was not 
only the duty, but the immediate 
intereft of every "man of property 
in the kingdom, to refift and oppote? 
But if noble lords would confider 
the matter duly and deliberately, 
they would fee that no place, no 
peniion, no temporary emolument 
they might derive trom government, 
could make up for the confequences 
which would neceffarily refult from 
the tarther increale of the influence 
of the crown. 

The lord Chanccllor obferved, 
that before their lordfhips could with 
any propriety agree to a propofition 
relative to the addition alleged to 
be made tothe prefent national debt, 
under the head of extraordinaries, 
and before they could declare thar 
to be an alarming addition, and that 
it required immediate check and 
controul, it would be neceflary to 
have the fact eftablifhed by tome 
kind of evidence. It was likewife 
ftated in the noble earl’s motion, 
that the landed and mereantile in- 
terc{t of Great Britain and Ireland 
was in a reduced and deplorable 
condition; but neither of this or 
the other propofition had the leait 
proof been exhibited. As to the 
charge brought by the lords in oppo- 
{ition relative to the corruption of 
parliament, he faid it was a moft 
ferious charge, and, if it could be 
proved, ought immediately to be 
inveftigated, as it prognofticated 
more injury to the ec nftitution, 
than any other perverfion of it that 
could poffibly be attempted. He 

there- 


eh 


| 































Pe a he 


ara eer 


~ 
= 
a <- 


ot 


a 


—— 
NA AIC Ml, Mannan Cea Oil eae ss i ll ap 
4 © 4 > = ¢ —" 


i! 


46 BRITISH AND 


therefore called upon the noble lords 
who threw out fuch imputations, 
not to ftop fhort, but to bring their 
proofs forward, and se ah a charge 
which either was well founded, or 
ought not to be hinted at. 

His lordfhip alfo ttrongly oppofed 
the fecond motion which was iniend- 
ed by the noble carl tor more par- 
ticular difcvilion on a tuture day. 
He faid, that exclufive of the im- 
propriety of its growing out of the 
firit motion, a motion which ttated 
facts implying ceniure without proof, 
it had no connexion whatever with 
that motion, and carried on the tace 
of it a manifeft difficulty. The 
motion propofed that a committee 
fhould be appointed out of both 
houfes of parliam nt: but how was 
this committee to be choien ? Who 
were to be the eleftors? By what 
authority was it to be eleéted? The 
Houfe of Lords had no command 
over the Houte of Commons: nor, 
in fuch a cale as that referred to in 
the motion, had the Commons any 
controul over their lordflups. The 
very attempt, therefore, to conitti- 
tute the committee alluded to, was 
attended with this ftrong objection ; 
that it might pothbly create ditunion, 
and promote diffentions between the 
two houfes ot parliament: a marter 
more to be dreaded, and more ttu- 
dioutly to be avoided at the prefent 
enfis, than any evil which the moft 
gloomy imagination could luggett as 
now likely to befal this country. 

Lord Shelburne defended the pro- 
piety of his motion; and obterved, 
yn aniwer to the objeGion, that tho’ 
the tacts advanced by him had not 
been proved, that the expenditure 
ttaredin the papers on theirlordhhip’s 
table was to large, that without any 
other evidence ot the profufcnets 
ot the Trealury, they afforded fuf- 
licient proofs to their lordthips of 


the nceeflity of fetting about a re- 
formation, and that there was ample 
ground for check andcontroul: bur, 
upon a divifion, his lorcfhip’s motion 
was rejected, by a majority of 8; 
again{t 41. 

The fame day Mr. Burke vare 
notice in the Houfe of Commons, 
that he intended to propote a plan 
ot public economy after the Chritt- 
mas recefs: and he urged a varicty 
of reafons to fhew the necefflity of 
adopting fome meafure of that kind, 
He obierved, that a general fenfe 
prevailed of the profufion with 
which the national affairs were car- 
ried on, and that there was a ge- 
neral with for fome reformation in 
this refpect. That deftre, he faid, ope- 
rated every where, excepting where 
it ought to operate moft ftrongly, 
in that houfe. Nor was it, he faid, 
the fenfe and feching of their coun- 
try only that called upon them; but 
the call of the national enemies was 
ftill louder. It was the fecond year 
in which France had been waging 
aevainit Great Britain the moft dread- 
ful of all wars, a war of economy. 
The inhabitants of France were not 
burthened with new taxes to carry 
on the war: and it was the omni- 
potence of cconomy alone that 
trom the rubbifh, and wrecks, and 
fragments of the late war, had al- 
ready created a marine for France. 

But whatever a@conomy there 
might appear in the French admi- 
niftration, and whatever obligations 
that country might be under to the 
talents in finance exhibited by Monf. 
Neckar, nothing of this kind, he 
obferved, was to be feen in Eng- 
land; though abfolute monarchies 
had been ufually the feats of diffi- 
pation and profufion, and republics 
of order and good management. 
On the fubje& of ceconomy, Mr. 
Burke farther remarked, that not 
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fo much as a fingle expreffion had 
dropped trom the minifterial fide of 
the houfe. They had not even 
thrown out an oblique hint which 
glanced that way. Nor had the 
noble lord, who prefided at the Trea- 
fury, in all his tchemes, practicable 
and impracticable, ever once dreamt 
of wconomy. 

He proceeded to obferve, that 
the whole of the national gnevances 
was owing to the fatal and over- 
grown intluence of the crown ; and 
that influence itielf to the public 
prodigality. They moved in a cir- 
cle; thev became reciprocally caufe 
and effect; and the aggregate pro- 
duct of both was fwelled to fuch a 
degree, that not only our power as 
a ftute, butevery vital energy, every 
active principle of the national h- 
berty would be overlaid by it. To 
this cauie, he faid, he attributed 
that nearly general indifference to 
all public inrereits, which, bad for 
fome years attonifhed every man ot 
thought and reflection. Formerly 
the operation of the influence of the 
crown only touched the higher or- 
ders of the ftaie. It had now mii- 
nuated itielf into every creck ond 
cranny in the kingdom. “There wus 
fearcely a family fo hidden and loft 
in the obfcureit receffes of the com- 
munity, which did not feel chat it 
bad fomething to keep or to get, to 
hope or to fear, from the favour or 
difpleafure of the crown. 

The wortt of public prodigality, 
he faid, was, that what was fquan- 
dered was not fimply loft. It was 
the fource of much pofitive evil. 
Thofe who were negligent ftewards 
of the public eftate would neglect 
every thing elfc. It introduced a 
fimilar inaccuracy, a kindred tioven- 
linefs, a correfpondent want of care, 
and a want of torefight, into all the 
fational management. What is 
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worft of all, it foon furrounds a fu- 
pine and inattentive minitter with 
the deligning, confident, rapacious, 
and unprincipled men of all de- 
fcriptions. They are a fort of ani- 
mals tenacious of their proper prey ; 
and they foon drive away trom their 
habitation all contrary natures. A 
prodigal mintiter is not only not 
faving, but he cannot be either juft 
or liberal. No revenue is large e- 
nough to provide both for the me- 
ritorious and the undeferving: to 
provide for fervice which is, and 
tor fervice which is not incurred. 

It was fometimes alleged, that 
this influence of the crown was ne- 
cefflary for the fupport of govern- 
ment; and he admitted, that go- 
vernment ought to have force enough 
for its functions; but it ought to 
have no more. It ought not to 
have force enough to fupport itfelt 
in the neglect, or the abufe of them. 
It it had, they mutt be, as they 
were, abufed and neglected. Men 
would throw themfelves on thei 
power tor a juttification of their 
want ot order, vigilance, forefight, 
and ail the virtues, and all the 
qualifications of ftatefmen. From 
hence it arofe, that the tame men 
were feen, in the fame power, and 
fitting unditturbed, though thirtcen 
colomes had been loft. Jt was trom 
hence, that the marine ot France 
and Spain had grown quietly up and 
profpered under their eve, and been 
foitered by their neglect, and that 
all hope of alliance in Europe was 
abandoned. 

This gentleman alfo urged vari- 
ous other arguments in jultification 
of his propofed plan of national 
a@conomy, which he enforced with 
luis ufual eloguence, and alfo threw 
out fome general Outlines of it. 
His defign was applauded and tup- 
ported by lord John Cavendith, 
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Mr. Fox, colonel Barré, Mr. Demp- 
fter, and Mr. Gilbert. Mr. Fox 
faid, that the king could not poth- 
bly enjoy the. affection and confi- 
dence of his people, if his intercit 
was wholly fevered from their’ s, and 
put upon a bottom pertect! y fepa- 
rate. It was but one and the fame 
rinciple which arena iriene Mhip 
ae man and m: mf Ociety, 
and which seetedeed iffeétion "ae 
tween king and fubject; noamely, 
that they fhare but on fortune, thut 


they flourith by the spre Crit, 
that they are eq) we tafe r agp 
the fame diftrefs, and that the ‘alae 
mity ot the peo! le is the d epretiion 
of the prin Cc. yn any other te ims, 
there can be no 1 mpathy between 
men in any relation of hte. He atked 
whether any thine could be more 


untfeemly, or more likely to fepa- 
rate his majefty from his people, 
and to alienate his pe ple trom mm, 
than to find that his majefty’s in- 
come was increafed, at a time when 
the landed eftates were funk one 
fifth in value, when their rents 
remained unpaid, when their ma- 
nufactures languifhed, and trade was 
expiring; W hen burthen upon bur- 
then was piled upon the fainting 
people; when men of all ranks 
were obliged to retrench the moft 
innocent luxuries, and even fuch as 
were grown by habit into a kind of 
decent convenience, and to draw 
themtelves up into the limits of an 
auftere and pinching cconomy ? 
Was it not extraordinary, that a 
period ot fuch general diitrefs 
thould have been fnatched at, as the 
lucky moment for complimenting 
the crown with an addition of no 
lefs than one hundred thoufand 
pounds a year? That the king 
thould rife in {plendour upon the 
very ruins of the country: th: it, 


amidft its defolations, amidft the 


cries of the affli¢ted fubjetts, lie 
fhould flourifh with increafing opu- 
lence: this, he declared, was fome 
thine monftruous and unnatural, an 
outiage to the fenfe, and an infult 
on the futferings of the nation. He 
hoped therefore, for the fake of the 
public, for the fake of all public 
inen, for the fake of the crown, and 
for the fake of the king, that his 
honourable friend, Mr. Burke, 
would add perfeverance to the di- 
ligence he had already employed in 
his plan for leffening the public CX- 
pences, and reducing the ruinous 
influence of the crown. 

On the 17th of December there 
was a debate in the Houfe of Com- 
mons, occafioned by fir Charles 
Cock’s moving the eftimates of the 
ordnance. Thefe amounted to 
1,049,000]. which, he obferved, was 
132,0001. more than the laft year. 
Bur the times, he faid, were ex. 
tremely dangerous: and the com- 
pact which had been entered into 
by the houfe of Bourbon with 
America, was of a nature which 
itruck at the root of all the wealth, 
confequence, and independence of 
this country. His majetty, in con- 
fideration of this danger, had or- 
dered eftimates to be laid before 
them, larger than ever came to that 
houfe ; and confided in the fpirit of 
the houfe, and of the nation, to 
make the ereateft exertions, to e- 
feape the evils which were hanging 
over them. He afferted, that the 
public ftores were never fo well 
filled before, and that the ftate of 
defence in this country, fo far as 
dependence on the ordnance board, 
was in every refpeét complete. 
Colonel Barre faid, there were 
great abufes in the offices of ord- 
nance; that he was well informed 
of their having given thirty, forty 
nay fifty per cent, in contracts more 
than 
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than they fhould have given: which 
was a moft unpardonable negle&t of 
economy, to fay no worfe of it: 
That he had reafon to think they 
had not been provident in laying up 
a proper ftock of {mall arms, great 
guns, or ammunition; and that 
their gunpowder was unferviceable, 
of which complaint had been made 
by the admirals in the Weft In- 
dies; particularly that admiral Bar- 
rington’s powder was fo bad, that 
his balls would not reach the fhips 
of d’Eftaing, though the French 
balls reached the Englifh fhips. 
Sir Charles Frederick denied the 
aflertions of Colonel Barre refpect- 
ing the abufes in the ordnance con- 
tracts: though he acknowledged 
that fome of the gunpowder on 
board the Weit India {quadron was 
bad: but he faid this defect had 
proceeded from its being long in 
the Weft Indies; for that the ex- 
perience and obfervation of many 
years had convinced the board ot 
ordnance, that warm climates are 
extremely prejudicial to gunpowder, 
unlefs it be trequently aired and 
fhitted on fhore, which could not 
always be done; and that if thefe 
precautions were not taken in the 
Weit Indies, the powder would 
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become unfit for fervice in about 
fix months. After fome farther 
debate, the houfe agreed to the 
eitimates. 

Before the adjournment of the 
two houfes, a bill pafled both of 
them, though not without fome 
oppofition, and received the royal 
affent, which renewed the powers 
granted to his majefty by former 
temporary bills, of fufpending the 
Habeas Corpus act with refpect to 
perfons charged with, or fufpected 
ot, the crime of high treafon com- 
mitted in America, or on the high 
feas, or the crime of piracy. An 
addrefs was alfo prefented to his 
majefty, by the Houle of Peers, in 
confequence of a motion of the 
duke of Richmond, defiring him 
to order copies to be laid before 
that houfe of certain public papers 
and memorials, {pecified in the ad- 
drefs, relative to the difputes be- 
tween the courts of Great Britain, 
France, and Spain. The two houfes 
foon atter adjourned on account of 
the approaching holidays, little 
other butinels of any confequence 
being agitated ull atter the recefs. 
The Houfe of Commons adjourned 
to the 24th, and the Houfe of Peers 
to the 27th of January, 1780. 
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Agree to Petition the Houfe of Commons 


Sor a Reformation of ‘the Public Expenditure, and to eftablifh a Committee 
of Corre/pondenc e. Effects of Mr. Smelt’s Speech at the Yorkhire Meeting. 
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recommending a Plan of National Affociation. 


“ SHERE had been for fome 
years paft avery vigorous aud 
1730, 


fpirited oppofition to the meafures 
of ieee in parliament; but 
it 























48 BRITISH AND 


Mr. Fox, colonel Barré, Mr. Demp- 
fter, and Mr. Gilbert. Mr. Fox 
faid, that the king could not poth 

bly enjoy the affection and peal - 
dence of his people, if his intercit 
was wholly fevered from their” s, and 
put upon a bottom pertect t ly lep is 
rare. It was but one and the fame 
yrinciple which cemented | ene hip 
Ceeween man and man in fociety, 
and which promoted aficétion es 
tween king and fubject; name 

that they fra ire but on: Porcune, th ut 
they flour ifh by the {aan Cc proft CTILV, 
that they are equal fufterers us ner 
the fame dittrefs, and that the \- 
mity of the people is the depreifion 
of the prince. On any other terms, 
there can be no fympathy between 
men in any relation of hte. He atked 
whether any thing could be more 
unfeemly, or more likely to tepa- 
rate his majefty from his people, 
and to alienate his pe ple trom mim, 
than to find that his majefty’s in- 
come was Increafed, at a time when 
the landed eftates were funk one 
fifth in value, when their rents 
remained unpaid, when their ma- 
nutactures languifhed, and trade was 
expiring; Ww hen burthen upon bur- 
then was piled upon the fainting 
people; when men of all ranks 
were obliged to retrench the moft 
innocent luxuries, and even fuch as 


were grown by habit into a kind of 


decent convenience, and to draw 
themtelves up into the limits of an 
auftere and pinching wconomy ? 
Was it not extraordinary, that a 
period ot fuch general diftrefs 
thould have been fnatched at, as the 
lucky moment for complimenting 
the crown with an addition of no 
lefs than one hundred thoufand 
pounds a year? That the king 
thould rife in {plendour upon the 
very ruins of the country: th: it, 
amidft its defolations, amidft the 


cries of the afflitted fubjetts, tie 


fhould flourifh with increafing opu- 
lence: this, he declared, was fome- 
thine monftruous and unnatural, an 
outiage to the fenfe, and an infult 
on the futferings of the nation. He 
hoped therefore, for the fake of the 
public, for the fake of all public 
inen, for the fake of the crown, and 
for the fake of the king, that his 
honourable friend, Mr. Burke, 
would add perfeverance to the di- 
——— he had already employed in 

his plan for leffening the public CX- 
suicie: and reducing the ruinous 
influence of the crown. 

On the 17th of December there 
was a debate in the Houfe of Com- 
mons, occafioned by fir Charles 
Cock’s moving the eftimates of the 
ordnance. Thefe amounted to 
1,049,000]. which, he obferved, was 
132,000], more than the laft year. 
Bur the times, he faid, were ex. 
tremely dangerous: and the com- 
pact which had been entered into 
by the houfe of Bourbon with 
America, was of a nature which 
itruck at the root of all the wealth, 


confequence, and independence of 


this country. His majefty, in con- 
fideration of this danger, had or- 
dered eftimates to be laid before 
them, larger than ever came to that 


houfe; and confided in the fpirit of 


the houfe, and of the nation, to 
make the greateft exertions, to e- 
feape the evils which were hanging 
over them. He afferted, that the 
public ftores were never fo well 


filled before, and that the ftate of 


defence in this country, fo far as 
dependence on the ordnance board, 
was in every refpeét complete. 
Colonel Barre faid, there were 
great abufes in the offices of ord- 
nance; that he was well informed 
of their having given thirty, torty, 
nay fifty per cent, in contracts more 
than 
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than they fhould have given: which 
was a moft unpardonable neglect of 
aconomy, to fay no worfe of it: 
‘That he had reafon to think they 
had not been provident in laying up 
a proper ftock of imall arms, great 
guns, Or ammunition; and that 
their gunpowder was unferviceable, 
of which complaint had been made 
by the admirals in the Weft In- 
dies; particularly that admiral Bar- 
rington’s powder was fo bad, that 
his balls would not reach the fhips 
of d’Eftaing, though the French 
balls reached the Englifh flips. 
Sir Charles Frederick denied the 
aflertions of Colonel Barre refpect- 
ing the abufes in the ordnance con- 
tracts: though he acknowledged 
that fome of the gunpowder on 
board the Weit India fquadron was 
bad: but he faid this defect had 
proceeded trom its being long in 
the Weft Indies; for that the ex- 
perience and obfervation of many 
years had convinced the board ot 
ordnance, that warm climates are 
extremely prejudicial to gunpowder, 
unlefs it be frequently aired and 
fhitted on fhore, which could not 
always be done; and that if thefe 
precautions were not taken in the 
Weit Indies, the powder would 
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become unfit for fervice in about 
fix months. After fome farther 
debate, the houfe agreed to the 
eitimates. 

Before the adjournment of the 
two houfes, a bill pafled both of 
them, though not without fome 
oppofition, and received the royal 
affent, which renewed the powers 
granted to his majefty by former 
temporary bills, of fufpending the 
Habeas Corpus act with refpect to 
perfons charged with, or fufpected 
ot, the crime of high treafon com- 
mitted in America, or on the high 
feas, or the crime of piracy. An 
addrefs was alfo prefented to his 
majefty, by the Houfe of Peers, in 
confequence of a motion of the 
duke of Richmond, defiring him 
to order copies to be laid before 
that houfe of certain public papers 
and memorials, {pecified in the ad- 
drefs, relative to the difputes be- 
tween the courts of Great Britain, 
France, and Spain. The two houfes 
foon atter adjourned on account of 
the approaching holidays, _ little 
other butinels of any confequence 
being agitated ull atter the recefs. 
The Houfe of Commons adjourned 
to the 24th, and the Houfe ot Peers 
to the 27th of January, 1780. 
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National Alarm on account of the great E-xpences occafioned by the American 


Wear. 
holders of the County of York. 


Refolutions of the City of London, 


Public mecting of the Free- 


Agree to Petition the Houfe of Commons 


for a Reformation of the Public Expenditure, and to eftablifh a Committee 
of Corre/pondence. Effects of Mr. Smelt’s Speech at the Yorkhire Meeting. 
Other Counties and Afjoctations copy the Example of the County of York. 


Memorial publifhed by I Deputies 


rom feveral Counties, Cities, and Towns, 


recommending a Plan of National Affociation. 


HERE had been for fome 
Jn paft avery vigorous aud 
1780, 


fpirited oppofition to the meafures 
of —_—— in parliament; but 
it 
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go 
it® had trot hitherto been much fup- 


ported by the people without doors. 
Great diltontent appeared th the na- 
tion ;. but it was not produétive of 
ny contiderable effecrt, nor did it 
éxcite, in ‘any very high decree, the 
jppreheations of the government. 
Ac length, howtver, the enormous 
expences of the American war, and 
the burthens which it occafioned, 
feemed to threaten more vigorous 
exertions of the people. The mott 
impartial men, and fuch as had not 
the leaft prejudice againft admini- 
{tration, could not but di ei ‘n that 
there had been a very great and in- 
defenfible profution of the public 
money ; and this at a time when the 
peop! le were loaded with taxes, and 
When the commerce ot the nation 
was exceedingly diminithed. ‘This 
fu byect, theretore, beyan now to a- 
waken the attention both of the j S- 
habitants of the metropolts, and ot 
the different countics of the kine- 
com. In 2 meeting of the common. 
council of the city of London, held 
at Guildhall, on the 16th of De- 
cember, 1779, the thanks of the cor- 
poration were voted to thote noble- 
men who had fixpported motions in 
Houle of Peers for promoting 
national aconomy, and a reduction 
ef the civil hit; and the court of 
rommon-conncil alfo refolved, that 
they were “ thoroughly perfuaded, 
that the ruinous meafures which have 
brought the landed and mercantile 
“Interett of this country into its pre- 
fent reduced and de plorable fituation, 
-coukl not have been purfued to their 
actual extremtey, had it not been for 
‘the abufe of the prefent increafed, 
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enormous, and und influence ot 


"the crown.” “They declared, Dke- 
wile, their hearty approbation of the 
-motion of the carl of Shelburne, 
‘which was to Be avituted in the 
Houle of Peéts the Febtary folld\y- 
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ing, for a committee of both howfeg 
of parliament to be appointed, for 
an €X xaimnination of the public expen. 
diture ; and affured their lordfhips, 
that they would afford every ipectes 
of affiftance in their power for the 
promotion ot {o detirable ame afure. 
Phirty-two letters were fent by the 
minority peers, in anfwer to letters 
containing thete refolutions, and the 
vote of thanks which they had re- 
ceived from the corp oration of Lon- 
don. One of thee was trom the 
duke of Cum berland, the King’s 
brother: in which his highnefs de- 
clared, that “a fair and candid tn- 
veftigation of the expenditure of the 
publ 1¢ money mutt be conducive to 
the common ftrength, wealth, avd 
intereit of the empire ; as it would 
enable the King to employ the re- 
fources of this country in fuch ex- 
ertions by fea and land, as might 
reftore his maiefty’s dominions to 
their former firke ndour, and promote 
the true henour and dienity of the 
crown, by eftablifhing the happin fs 
and protpe rity of the people.’’? The 
duke of Portland, in his reply to 
the corporation, faid, that he had 
** long confidered the enormous and 
increaling influence of the crown as 
the principal fource of the mistor- 
tunes and debafement of this once 
great empire :”” 
Bolton declared, that nothing 
could tend fo much to avert the 
dangers now impending over thi 
country, as the unity and activity 
of upright and independent men ; 
and that this union and activity ap- 
pearing in the firft commercial city 
in the world, could not fail to ce- 
ment the inhabitants of the whole 
kingdom in the fame laudable and 
neceffary refolution.” 

On the 30th of December follow- 
ing, there was a very numerous and 
“felpectable mecting of ‘the freehold- 
ers 


and the duke ot 
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exs of the county of York, convened 
together for- the purpofe of prepar- 
ing a petition to the Houfe ot Com- 
mons, tor fome reformation in the 
public expend) ture. The trechold- 
ers, W ho were aflembled on this oc- 
cafion F coniifted of gentlemen ct the 
largelt erty and 
fe vi of the nobility, and many 
members of parliament, were pre- 
fent. ‘They appeared almoit una- 
nimoufly of opinion, that it was in- 
difpent bly necefflary the people 
fhould exert themfelves, in order to 
promote a plan of national econo- 
my, and to procure fome alleviation 
ot the public burthens. They, there- 
tore, agreed to a petition , to the 
Houfe of Commons, in w hich they 
declared, that being ** alarmed at 
the diminithed refourecs and grow- 
ing burthens of this country, and 
oes that rigid frugality was 
indifpenfably neceflary in every de- 
partment ot the ftate, they obferved, 
with griet, that notwithitanding the 
impoverifhed condition of the na- 
tion, much public money had been 
improvicently fquandered, and that 
many individuals enjoyed finecure 
places, eflicient places with exorbi- 
tant, emoluments, and pentions un- 
merited by public fervice, to a 
large and {till increafing amount; 

from whence the crown had acq aired 
a great and unconftitutional influ- 
ence, which, if not checked, might 
foon prove fats il to the liberties of 
this country.’ They theretore re- 
prefented, that, until effectual mea- 


: Le eniinetr e 
pro} in the county : 
ad 


lures were taken to redrefs thefe op-. 


pretlive grievances, ** the grant of 
any additional fum of public money, 
beyond the produce of the prefent ,j 
taxes, would be injurious to the 
ri ghts and property of the people, 
and derogatory trom the honour and 
dignity of parliament.’? And they 
carneiily requefted the houfe, ‘* that 
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before any new burthens were laid 
upon this country, effectual meafures 
might be taken by that houfe to en- 
quire into and correét the grofs a- 
bufes in the expenditure of public 
money: to reduce all exorbitant 
emoluments; to refcind and abolifh 
all finecure places and unmerited 
pentions ; mt to appropri: ite the 
produce to the neceiliuies of the 
itate, in fuch manner as to the wil- 
dom of parliament fhould feem 
meet.’’ Befides the petition to the 
Houfe of Commons, it was alfo re- 
folved at this mecting of the free- 
holders of York(hire, that a commit- 
tee of lixty-one gentlemen thould be 
appointed, to carry on the neceflary 
correfpondence for effectually pro- 
moting the object of the petition, 
and to prepare a plan of an affocia- 
tion, on legal and conftitutional 
grounds, to fupport that laudable 
reform, and fuch other meafures as 
might conduce to reftore the free- 
dom of parliament. 

Some oppofition w hich was made to 
this petition, and to the plan of affoci- 
ution, by one gentleman who was pre- 
fent at the mecting, excited much at- 
tention at the ume, and became a great 
fubject of difcuflion in the public 
prints. It was the fituation and con- 
nexions of this gentleman, whofe 
name was Smelt, which occafioned 
the obfervations that he threw out to 
be fo much the object of animadver- 
fion. He had an eftate i in Yorkihire, 
was of refpectable character, and had 
been for fome years iub-governor to 
the prince of Wales. During the 
time that he held this office, and af- 
Serruys, it was faid, that his ma- 

paid him very particular regard 
so attention, and that he had an 
unufual {hare of the royal confidence. 
In the {peech that he made in oppo- 
fition to the petition of the free- 
holders, he was charged with hav- 
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ing faid, that the power of the 
crown was by no means exorbi- 
tant, and, on the contrary, that it 
ought to be increafed; and that he 
believed his majefty to be the only 
atriot in the kingdom; that the 
lie was the foul of the conftitution, 
and that it was a little and mean idea 
to confider him as the fervant of the 
eople; that he was the only fate- 
uard of the people, and that from 
Rim they thould fupplicate protec- 
tion and fecurity, by which liberty 
was to be underftood; that the 
king's hands wanted to be ftrengthen- 
ed; that the meafures and purfutts 
of the Whigs originated in felfifhnefs, 
and that national misfortunes arote 
from the king’s not having more 
yvower and influence. Whatever 
Mr. Smelt really faid, his fpeech 
was received with great indignation 
by his auditors, and it was with dil- 
ficulty that he was fuffered to pro- 
ceed. It was afterwards ftated to be 
a moft alarming: confideration, that 
fuch opinions fhould be held by a 
gentloman fo highly in the royal 
favour, and who had been entrutted 
with the education of the heir-ap- 
parent to the crown, Mr. Smelt, 
theretore, found it neceflary to pub- 
lith, in his own vindication, an ac- 
count of the fpeech that he had de- 
livered; which, though it contained 
a vindication of the meafures of go- 
vernment, and of the perfonal cha- 
racter of the king, and fome cenfure 
of the conduct of the Whigs, dif- 
tered very materially from the repre- 
fentation of his {peech given by others. 
But he acknowledged the deficiency 
of his memory, with refpedt to the 
words he had made ufe of; and the 
truth of his printed account was 
quettioned. teen the indignation 
which his fpeech raifed in his au- 
ditors, itis probable, that what was 
{poken Was snore oftentive than what 


was printed; and that an exaé re. 
prefentation of his fpeech was never 
given, cither by hinfelf or by his 
opponents. It 18, however, certain, 
that his fpeech, whatever might be 
the real fentiments that it contained, 
excited a very unufual attention, 
and operated very untavourably to 
the views of government 


The example of the county of 


York was tollowed by other counties 
and corporations. On the 7th of 
January, 1780, there was a nume- 
rous meeting of the frecholders ot 
Middlefex at Hackney, where a 
petition, fimilar to that of York, 
was agreed to, and alfo a committee 
of correfpondence appointed. — Si 
milar petitions, and committees of 
correfpondence, were alfo agreed to 
inthe counties of Chefter, Herttord, 
Sufflex, Surrey, Effex, Somerfet, 
Wilts, Gloucetter, Huntingdon, 
Dorfet, Cumberland, Nortolk, De- 
von, Berks, Nottingham, Bucks, 
and Cambridge. Petitions were 
likewife agreed to by the counties ef 
Bedford, Suftolk, Northumberland, 
Hereford, and Denbigh, but with- 
out appointing any committees of 
correfpondence. ‘The citics ot Lon- 
don and Weftminfter concurred in 
fimilar petitions, and appointed 
committees of correfpondence and 
afluciation: and petitions to the 
fame purpofe were prefented to the 
Houle of Commons from the towns 
of Reading, Cambridge, Neweattle, 
and Nottingham. ‘The county ot 
Northampton declined prefenting a 
petition, but inttru¢ted their repre- 
fentatives to promote the fame ob- 
jects which were recommended by 
the petitions, 

‘The county meetings were at- 
tended by many members of both 
houfes of parliament: and in fome 
ot thefe aflemblies very animated 
ipeeches were addrefled ta the free- 
holders, 
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holders, Mr. Fox particularly di- 
finguithed himfelt at the meeting 
ot the treeholders of Wiltfhire. He 
told them, that though he had been 
much ufed to public fpeaking, he 
had never betore fpoken to fuch an 
atlembly as that in which he was 
then prefent : tor he had never be- 
tore ipoken to an incorrupt atlem- 
tiv. He flewed them the great ad- 
vantages which the people might 
eain by infifting firmly on = their 
rights, and the redrefs of their 
grievances ; and earneftly exhorted 
them to confider their own weight 
and confequence in the ftate; aflert- 
ing, that it would not be in the 
power of the beft or ablett minifter 
tomake them great or happy, un- 
leis they had themfelves the ipirit 
and will to become fo. He 
wured them, in the moft emphatic 
i to depend chietly on 
for a redrefs of their 
grievances: and not to fit {till in ex- 
pectation of it from any ftatefmen, 
how great foever might be their abi- 
lites. or how patriofic foever their 
intentions. It had been thrown out, 
that no retrenchment could be made 
ot the civil lift, becaufe this was his 
majefty’s, and no part of it fhould be 
touched: upon which Mr. Fox 
exclaimed with vehemence, ** In 
God's name, is the king to be the 
only perfon who is to feel nothing 
from the diftreffes of his kingdom ¢ 
It is but two years fince that his 
majefty was complimented with no 
lefs than hundred thoufand 
pounds a year: though it was furely 
not the mott feafonable ume tor 
fuch an augmentation, when almot 
all his fubjects were obliged to de- 
ny themfelves the moit innocent 
luxuries, and even the decent con- 
veniencies of lite. Should princes, 
he afked, too tond as they generally 
aic of war, trom ambition, from 
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pride, or from obftinacy, be led to 
promote meatures which would im- 
poverifh their people ; thould they, 
at fuch periods, increafe in fplen- 
dour? On the contrary, he main- 
tained, that they ought to feel in- 
conveniencies trom war, and have 
that check put to their ambition, 
He concluded, by exhorting confti- 
tuents diligently to watch the con- 
duct of their reprefentatives, and 
carctully to inquire into the motives 
of it; to confider themfelves as the 
guardians of their own rights; and 
to entertain a rational diftruft of all 
men in public ftations.”’ 

In Effex, ‘Thomas Day, efq. a 
gentleman not in parliament, and 
before litle known, but of inde- 
pendent fortune, and re{pectable 
character, rendered himfelf very 
comfpicuous by long and cloquent 
{peeches, in which he ttrongly re- 
prefented the ftate of extreme danger 
to which the nation was reduced, 
He attributed the public calamities 
to the mifconduct and iniquity of 
adminiftration ; and lamented thofe 
infatuated mealures, by which 
Great Britain had been deprived of 
her American colonies. He main- 
taincd, that if the people mutt bear 
the increafing burthens of a war 
which was begun with ambition, 
and carried on with every fpecies of 
mifmanagement, nothing could be 
more reafonable, than that the 
exceffive fums, levicd upon them, 
fhould be applied with the ftri¢tett 
integrity, and that there fhoald 
be a retormation of the public 
expenditure, He afferted, that if 
there cver was a4 period, which 
called upon every independent man 
to {peak his fentiments, that period 
wis now come: and that the affairs 
of the nation were hopelefs, except 
trout the rifing fpirit of the people, 
exaiperated by un unexampled fe- 
ke 3 ries 
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ries of provocations and difgraces. 

Thefe public affemblies of the 
people, and the affociations which 
were formed in many of them, gave 
a confidersble alarm to the adminif- 
tration. Various efforts were, there- 
fore, empl yed to counteract them. 


Some of the members and ftricnds of 


adminiftration appeared at thefe 
meetings, and oppofed the petitions 
and aficeiations that were recom- 
mended. At the meeting of the 
frecholders of Huntingdonfhire, the 
firft lord of the admiralty was pre- 
jent, and exerted his whole influence 
in oppofition to the petitioners. So 
reat Was that influence, that it was 
even qucftioned at that meeting 
which party had the majority. In 
general, however, in thefe affem- 
blies, the majority which appeared 
on behalf of petitions was great 
and incontcttable. But protefts 
wee procured in feveral of the coun- 
tics ugainit the proceedings of the 
petitioners and affociators. It was 
contended, by thofe who oppofed 
the petitions and affociations, that 
the true fenfe of the countics could 
not be colle¢ted, nor the matters 
pr pofed duly examincd in fuch 
mectings, fo new in their form, and 
fo void of regularity, or any known 
or eftablifhed authority; that the 
petitions conveved infinuations in- 
yurious and difrefpectful to parlia- 
ment, and that no proofs were ad- 
vanced at the county meetings of the 
ailertions contained in them: that 
it was the bufinefs of the parliament 
alone to inquire into the expendi- 
ture of the pul ic money, and that 
thofe parts of the petitions which 
related to the granting fupplies were 
an attack upon the privileces of the 
Houte ot Commons ; that the com- 
mittecs O. Corl ipondence were upe- 
parents intended to over-awe the 
legitlature; and that the petitions 
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and refolutions, which were framed’ 
in the county mectings, were cal- 
culated to produce diffidence and 
fufpicions in the minds of his ma- 
jefty’s fubjects, at a time when una- 
nimity and confidence in government 
were effentially neceflary to fupport 
and invigorate the exertions of the 
ftate, in its defence againft the moft 
formidable attack that had ever been 
made on his majefty’s dominions. It 
was, however, obferved, that a great 
part of the perfons by whom protefts 
to this purpo‘e were howd, were 
placemen, penfioners, and others 
connected with government. The 
people in general, ~however they 
might differ in other matters, feemed 
convinced, that fome reformation 
of the public expenditure was ne- 
ceflary. 

In the month of March, there 
were feveral mectings in London of 
deputies from the committees of the 
counues of York, Surry, Middle- 
fex, Suflex, Gloucefter, Hertford, 
gent, Huntingdon, Dorfet, Bucks, 
Chefter, Devon, and Effex, from 
the cities of London, W eftminfter, 
and Gloucefter, and the towns of 
Neweattle and Nottingham. The 
Rev. Mr. Wyvil, a clergyman of 
Yorkihire, ot diflinguifhed charac- 
ter, and large fortune, who had 
been very active in promoting the 
public me clang of that county, was 
appointed chairman in thefe meet- 
ings of the deputies. They pre- 
pared and publithed a memorial, 
containing reatons for a plan of na- 
tional aflociation. It was a fpirited 
compofition, in which they declared, 
that it ever there was a period in the 
annals of this country for popular 
jealouty to be awake, and popular 
virtue to exert itfelf, it was the 
pretent. Other wras had been 
narked by’ partial inroads on the 
conliiunion, grafping at particular 
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prerog: atives, and narrowing chiefly 
the fubordinate branches of civil li- 
berty. Thefe attempts had always 
i the end met with difappointment. 
and overthrow from the public vir- 
cue of the national reprefentatives. 
But what was the cafe at prefent ? 
By the operat ion of a defpor ic fyf- 


tem, which bad continued, with 
very little intern uifion, near nine- 
teen years, and was now almoft 


comp! leted by a dangerous admini- 
tration, the very vitals otf the con- 
ftitution head received a mortal 
wound. It was not, it was faid, 
this or that partiality of the re ining 
mind which had been gratified, but 
the whole capacity of popular tree- 
dom had been ftruck at. The na- 
tiom was arrived at the enlis, which 
the wifett of political writers had 
uniformly marked tor the downtal 
of Britain, ‘when the lecitlative 
body thould become as corrupt as 
the executive, and dependent upon 
it.’ It the laws were to be exa- 
mined, which had ps afied only in the 
ten laft felons of parliament, it 
would be found, char they tormed 
a code of prerogative, which had 
already brought within its vortex 
the primary parts of cw, religious, 
commercial, and military adminil- 
tion, within the kingdom, or its 
dependencies, not excepting trom 
its vait cine all the branches of 
the roval tamily, and but too pro- 
bably the fuccefion of the crown, 
A venal majority might alfo be feen 
an the Houte of Commons, feffion 
atter f{effion, moving obfequious: to 
the nod of the minitter, and giving 
the legillative fanction to propoti- 
tions, not only big with the fate of 
their country, but often militating 
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againft the firft principles of the 
confiitution, and the declared voice 
of their conftituents: while every 
effort ot reafon and argiunem, urged 
by ‘an independent few, had only 
been anfwered by numbers, dumb 
to every other reply. Other argu- 
ments were urged in this memorial, 
to thew that the legiflative body was 
corrupt to a very high degree: .and 
the deputies ¢ to feveral refglu- 
tions relative to the fteps which 
fhould be taken by the people, iv 
order to tree the parliament from 
corruption, and to procure a redrefs 
of the national grivances. One of 
thefe was, that there fhould be fenr 
to the Houle of Commons, in ad- 
dition to the prefcnt reprefentatiy es 
of counties, a2 number of members 
not lefs than one hundred, to. be 
chofen, in a due proportion, by the 
feveral counties of the kingdom of 
Great Britain: and that the people 
fhould fupport thote candidates only > 
at the entuing general election, who 
fhould engage to vote for this and 
the other regulations recommended, 
one of which relpected a reforma- 
tion of the public expenditure. The 
deputies alfo prepared circular let- 
ters, recommending a plan of nae 
tional union and aflociation, to be 
difperfed throughout the kingdom, 
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together with their memorial and 
reiolutions. 


Thete exertions of the people 
feemed at firft likely to be produc- 
tive of fome important effects: but 
fuch effects were in a confiderable 
degree prevented, and a great damp 
thrown on thefe popular meetings 
and aflociations, by feveral events, 
which we fhall hereafter have occa- 
fion to relate. 
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Neutrality, 


HE revolt of the American 
colonies from the crown of 
Great Britain, was an event that 
naturally excited the attention of 
all Europe, and led thofe courts, 
who had viewed the power and pro- 
fperity of the Britifh empire with 
yealoufy and difguit, to be ready to 
avail themfelves of this opportunity 
of humbling and reducing it. Ac- 
cordingly France had joined with 
the colonies, and declared them in- 
dependent: and Spain afterwards 
engaged with France in hoftilities 
acainit Great Britain. Unfortu- 
nately for the latter, the adminiftra- 
tion of public affairs in France was 
feguluted by the maxims of a very 
frict a@conomy, which rendered her 
the more formidable as an enemy, 
and had enabled her to raife her 
Marine to a very great height, 
Under the direétion of Monf. 
Necker, a native of Switzerland, and 
a Proteftant, a general reform took 
place in France throughout every 
department in the tevenue. The 
people were not burthened with new 
taxes for carrying on the war, but 
the public revenue was augmented 
by the economy, improvements, 
and reformation, that were intro- 
duced into the Management of the 
finances. At the beginning of the 
year 1780, 4 variety of unneceflary 
offices } in the houfehold of the king 
And queen were alfo abolifhed ; and 





fundry other important regulations 
adopted, for the eafe of the fubject, 
and the general benefit of the king- 
dom. But it was a circumftance 
favourable to Great Britain, that 
the fame abilitics were not difplayed 
by the French adminiftration in the 
conduct of the war, as in the mas 
nagement of their finances. 

The influence of the French 
court over that of Spain had led the 
latter alfo to engage in_ hoftilities 
againit Great Britain: though the 
people of Spain in general appear to 

ave been averfe to embroiling them- 
felves with this country, and to have 
felt fome indignation at being drag- 
ged into a war by the intrigues of 
the French miniftry. One of the 
firft enterprizes in which the Span- 
iards engaged was the fiege of Gib- 
raltar. It had always been a great 
mortification to them that this for- 
trefs fhould be pofleffed by the Eng- 
ith. The Spaniards, therefore, now 
hefieged it clofely both by fea and 
land. 

It had formerly been a confider- 
able object in the politics of Great 
Britain, to engage in fuch alliances 
with foreign powers, as had a ten+ 
dency to ftrengthen her intereft, and 
to preferve the balance of power tn 
Europe. But, during the prefent 
reiga, this kind of policy had been 
mich = difregarded. Continental 
connexions had, perhaps, formerly 
been 
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been too anxioufly purfued, and too 
expenfively on the part of Great 
Britain: but that it was not agree- 
able to her true interefts to deviate 
fo entirely from her ancient fyftem, 
and to be fo little attentive to the 
procuring foreign alliances, as feemed 
now to be the cafe, was apparent in 
the courfe of the prefent war. In 
her arduous conteft with France and 
Spain, and with the colonics, Great 
Britain had not, in reality, a fingle 
ally. Even Holland, her antient 
and natural ally, was much more 
adverfe than friendly, from the very 
commencement of the war. Trea- 
ties of friendfhip and alliance, in- 
deed, fublifted between the two na- 
tions : but they were either not ad- 
hered to, or were the fubject of 
conteft and litigation. 

It will be neceffary to take a re- 
trofpective view of fome tranfactions 
previous to the period at which our 
work commences, in order to under- 
ftand the difputes which arofe be- 
tween Great Britain and Holland. 

On the 21ft of February, 1777; 
a memorial was prefented by Sir 
Jofeph Yorke to the States-General, 
in which he obferved, that he had 
betore had frequent occation to make 
reprefentations to their High Mighti- 
nefles of the clandeftine commerce 
which was carried on between their 
fubjects and the Americans ; but 
that thefe reprefentations had not 
hitherto been properly attended to 
on the part of their High Mighti- 
nefles, nor had they taken the ne- 
eeffary meafures for putting a ftop 
to the injurious conduct of their 
fubjects. He alfo ftated, that Mr. 
Van Graaf, the governor of St. 
Euftatia, had permitted an illicit 
Commerce at that place with the 
Americans; had connived at their 
hoftile equipments againft the mo- 
ther-country ; had permitted the 
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feizure of an Englifh veffel, by an 
American pirate, within cannon-fhot 
of that ifland: and had even re- 
turned, from the fortrefs of his go- 
vernment, the falute of an Ameri- 
can flag. The ambaffador, there- 
fore, demanded of the States a for- 
mal difavowal of the falute by Fort 
Orange, at St. Euftatia, to the 
American fhip; and the difmiffion, 
and the immediate recall, of Gover- 
nor Van Graaf. It was declared 
farther on the part of his Britannic 
majefty, that until that fatisfaction 
was given, their High Mightineffes 
were not to expect that his majefty 
would fuffer himfelf to be amufed 
by mere affurances, or that he would 
delay one inftant to take fuch mea- 
fures as he fhould think due to the 
interefts and dignity of his crown. 
In the anfwer of the Srates-General, 
they complained of the menacin 

tone that reigned in the euiaial 
prefented by Sir Jofeph Yorke : 
which appeared, they faid, too 
highly ftrained, beyond that which 
is the accorded and accuftomed mane 
ner, and that ought to take place 
between two fovereign and indepen- 
dent powers, which have been, of 
fo many years continuance, united 
by the ties of good harmony and 
mutual friendfhip. At the fame 
time they declared, that they held 
his Britannic majefty’s friendthip in 
the higheft eftimation ; and withed 
to do every thing in their power, as 
far as the honour and dignity of 
their ftate would permit them to go, 
to cultivate it {till more and more. 
They had, therefore, already dif- 
patched their orders to the com- 
mandant of St. Euftatia, to render 
himfelf within the republic without 
delay, and to give the neceffary in- 
formation, as foon as poffible, of 
all that had paffed within the ifland 
of St, Euftatia, and which had come 
to 
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to his knowledge, relative to the 
American colonies and their veflels, 
during the period of his command, 
and to lay his conduct before their 
High Mightinefles. ‘They ulfo for- 
sally difavowed every act or mark 
of honour, which might have been 
iven by their officers to the vciiels 
longing to the American colonies, 
fo far as thofe marks of honour 
might in any degree be underitood 
to recognize the independence of 
the colonies: and they alfo declared, 
that they had given their orders to 
their governors and councils in the 
Weft Indies, and had enjoined them, 
in the ftrongeft terms, to obferve 
exactly the placards and orders 
againit the exportation of military 
ftores to the American colonies, and 
tofee them executed mott rigoroully. 
On the rath ot September, 1778, 

a memorial was prefented to the 
States-General, from the merchants, 
roprietors of veflels, and exchange 
nfurers, of the town of Amfterdam, 
jn which they complained, that a 
confiderable number of veilels be- 
longing to the inhabitants of that 
republic, bound for the ports of 
France, had been ftopped in their 
pailage by the fhips of his Britannic 
majeity, and other commiihoned 
velicls belonging to his fubjects : 
and that although their captains had 
proved that their flips belonged to 


the fubjects of the republic, and 


were not laden with contraband 
goods, they were notwith{tanding 
feized and carried into the different 
ports of Great Britain, where they 
continued to be detained, notwith- 
flanding the remonftrances of Count 
Welderen, the ambaffador of the 
States at the Britifh court. 

The Dutch memorialifts alfo ob- 
ferved, that the conduct of the Eng- 
lifh, in feizing their thips, was the 
sore incctenfible, becaufe that by the 
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treaty concluded between the cours 
of Great Britain and the Republic, 
on the 11th of December, 1674, the 
following was ftipulated as the firg 
article: * That it fhall be permit. 
ted, and is Jegal, for the fubjects of 
the refpective nations to navigate 
with liberty and fatety, to deal and 
negociate in all kingdoms and coun- 
trics, where the refpective fove. 
reigns are at peace, neutrality, and 
friendihip, and in fuch a manner, 
that their navigation and commerce 
may be neither hindered or mo- 
lefted, neither by the military forces, 
flips of war, or any other veffels 
whatfoever, belonging cither to the 
faid king or to his fubjects, upon 
account or under pretence of an 
hoitilitv or quarrel now fublifting, 
or which may hereatter happen ber 
tween the kine of Great Britain and 
any other princes or people whatio, 
ever, Which are or fhall be in peace, 
amity, or neutrality, with the 
united States of Holland.’ It was 
added, that this liberty of naviga: 
tion and commerce was alfo deter- 
mined by the fecond article of the 
fame treaty, by which it was agreed, 
that ‘ this freedom of navigation 
and commerce fhould not be violated 
or interrupted by reafon of any war, 
as to any kind of merchandize, but 
fuch freedom fhall extend to al! 
commodities, which might be car- 
ried in time of peace: thofe only 
excepted, which are defcribed un- 
der the name of contraband goods,’ 
in a fubfequent article. The me- 
morialilts, therefore, folicited their 
High Mightinefles, that they would 
adopt fuch meafures as would pre- 
vent the feizure of Dutch fhips by 
thofe of England, that they would 
infift on imimediate reparation for 
the damages already fuftained, and 
fecurity for what might accrue. A 
memorjal was aboyt the fame time 
prefented 
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refented to the Stafes by the mer- 
chants of Rotterdam, in which they 
complaine dd, that a  confiderable 
number ot flips belonging to that 
rown, and bound tor France, had 
been ftopped at fea — by fhips 
of war of the king of Great Bri- 
tain, or by adiaaees of that na- 
tion, and*afterwards carried in 
Brith ports, — they continued 
to be detained, though the bare in- 
fpection of ni contig¢nments, and 
other papers tound on board thofe 
fhips, would futhciently fhew, that 
they were not laden with any fort 
ot merchandize under the denomina- 


o the 


tion of contraband goods, fpecitied 
in the treaty of 1074. 
Count Welderen having made re- 


monftrances to the Britifh court, in 
confequence ot thefe complaints, re- 


ceived an antwer trom lord Suttolk, 


on the rgth of October, the tame 
year, in which he was inte ried, 
that his Britannic majetty had given 
orders, that all the vellele, with 
une xceptiona tble « IPG OCS, v} riailn- 
ing to the fubjects of their Hich 
Michtinefies, and brought into the 
ports of Great Britain by his majef- 
ty’s fhips, might be releated; and 
that trom henceforth the king’s of- 


heers fhould not give any hindrance 


a 
, | 
the lawful 


or interruption to com - 
meree of the fubjects of their Hich 
Michtineffes. It was added, that 


his majetty would wiflh to have it in 
his power to remove even the {mall- 
eft reafon of complaint of the fub- 
jects of their Hich Migiitinefles ; 
but they knew too much of the in- 
feparable events of war to believe it 
wen tor him fo to do: though he 

had the ttrongefl inclinations to ren- 
der juftice, ‘and pay attention to 
the interefts otf the fubjects of his 
good allies. It was alfo faid, that 
though his maj jefty had been com- 
peiled to engage in hoftilities againtt 
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the king of France, and therefore 
even the principles of felt-defence 
and felt-prefervation obliged him to 
prevent, as much as pofhible, all 
provifions of naval and military 
ftores from being tranfported into 
the French ports; yet his majeity 
would obierve all potiible rey gard for 
the rights ot their High Mig ghtine fTes 
and would adhere in the ftronge 
manner to the ftipulations, as far as 
it fliould be practicable, and to the 
{pirit of the treatics between him 
and their High Mightinetles. The 
Dutch ambatfador was likewife ine 
formed, that his Britannic majetty, 
fenfible of the extraordinary manner 
in Which he had been fuddenly cn- 
gaged in an actual war, and of the 
fuort notice which the fubjeéts of 
ther High Mightinefles could have 
ot this — was difpofed and 
ready to purchafe, at a fair valua- 
tion, the naval ftores which had 
been captured, and were actually in 
the diflerent ports of Great Britain, 
on board vetlels appertaining to 
the fubjects of the republic, to pay 
the treight of the cargoes, and to 
se gens. the proprietors in all their 
juft expences, and the damages 
whi ch were occafioned by the de- 
tention of t heir veflels: and that his 
majetty would inftructions to 
his ambaflador, to enter upon a ne- 
gociation with the minitters of the 
republic, to the end that an. arrangee 
ment might be made. for the future, 
upon principles of equity and friend- 
fhip, fuch as was meet.between fuch 
good and ancient allies. 
Notwithitanding thefe friendly 
declarations, frequent complaints 
continued to be made on both fides. 
The Dutch complained, that their 
fips were wantonly and unjuitly 
feized by the Englith, and that their 
trade and navi gation.were conitantly 
fuitaining the “greatest j injuries from 
them; 
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them: whilft, on the other hand, 
complaints were made on the part 
of Great Britain, that fhe received 
great detriment from Holland, by 
the fupplies of naval and military 
ftores with which her enemies were 
furnifhed by the fubjects of their 
High Mightineffes. Such was the 


ftate of things, when on the 22d of 


July, 1779, Sir Jofeph Yorke de- 
manded ot the States-General the 
fuccours which were ftipulated in 
the treaties of 1678, and others: 
and which were now claimed on ac- 
count of the dangers with which 
Great Britain was threatened, and 
particularly the invafion that fhe 
was inenaced with by her enemies. 
Repeated applications were made to 
the States-General on this fubject : 
but they declined giving any aniwer. 

About this time alfo another mat- 
ter of contett aroie between Great 
Britain and the States-General. 
Three veflels arrived in the Texel, 
two of them French, and one faid to 
be an American, all of which feemed 
to be commanded by Paul Jones, a 
native of Scotland, in the fervice 
of the Congrefs, and which carried 
with them two veficls of war of his 
Britannic majefty, taken by them at 
fea, the Serapis and the Countefé 
of Scarborough. Thefe veflels were 
permitted to remain in the Dutch 
ports, and to ve refitted there: and 
when Sir Jofeph Yorke demanded 
that the Serapis and Scarborough 
fhould be given up, as veffels be- 
longing to his Britannic majefty, the 
requilition was not complied with. 
The anfwer given on the part of the 
States-General imported, that fora 
century palt they had ftrictly ob- 
ferved the following maxim, and 
notified the fame by placards; name- 
ly, that they would in no refpect 
Whatever pretend to judge of the 
leyality, or illegality, of the actions 
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of thofe who had on the open feg 
taken any veffels which did not be- 
long to that country, and bring them 
into any of the ports of the repub- 
lic: that they only opened their 
ports to them to give them fhelter 
from ftorms or other difatters; and 
that they obliged them to put to fea 
again with their prizes, ve un- 
loading or difpofing of their cargoes, 
but letting them remain exactly as 
when they arrived: that their High 
Mightinefles would not examine, 
whether the prizes, taken by the 
three frigates in queftion, belonged 
to the French or to the Americans ; 
or whether they were legal or illegal 
prizes ; but leave all that to be de- 
termined by the proper judges: and 
would oblige them to put to feu, 
that they might be liable to be res 
taken, and thereby brought before 
their proper judge: that. their 
High Mightinefies had given direc. 
tions to the adiniralty of Amtterdam, 
to order matters fo that thefe five 
flips fhould put to fea as foon as 
poffible, and that they fhould take 
care that they were not furnifhed 
with any naval or warlike ftores, bue 
what were abfolutely neceflary to 
carry them fate to the firft foreign 
port they could come at. To other 
applications of Sir Jofeph Yorke, 
they replied in fimilar terms, decla- 
ring they did not think themfelves 
authorized to pafs judgment upon 
thefe prizes, or upon the perfon of 
Paul Jones. 

Complaints were alfo repeated, 
that the fubjeéts of the States-Ge- 
neral continued to fupply the ene- 
mics of Great Britain with military 
ftores : and thefe difputes arofe to 
fuch a height, that there appeared 
great danger of an open rupture be- 
tween Great Britain and Holland. 
On the rit of January, 1780, Com- 
modore Fielding fell in with a fleet 
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of Dutch fhips off Portland. They 


were chiefly merchant fhips, under 
convoy of an admiral, Count By- 
land, with a fquadron of five fhips 
and frigates of war. Captain Field- 
ing defired permiffion to vifit the 
merchant fhips, in order to fearch 
whether they contained any contra- 
band goods, but this was refufed by 
the Dutch admiral. Upon this, the 
captain fent his boats to vifit them, 
which were fired at: whereupon he 
tired a fhot a-head of the Dutch ad- 
miral, who returned a_ broadfide. 
Commodore Ficlding did the fame ; 
and then the Dutch immediately 
ftruck their colours. Such of the 
merchant fhips as had naval ttores on 
board were ftopped ; and the Dutch 
admiral was informed, that he was 
at liberty to hoift his colours, and to 
profecute his voyage. He accord- 
ingly hoifted his colours, and fa- 
luted, but refufed to quit his con- 
voy: and the fhips of war and mer- 
chantmen all came together to Spit- 
head. Being atterwards detained by 
order of the government, and the 
merchant fhips condemned by the 
court of admiralty, ftrong reprefen- 
tations were made on the part of the 
States-General. They alledged, 
that the naval ftores which had 
been feized, were not contraband 
goods, according to the exprefs te- 
nor and letter of the treaties between 
Great Britain and Holland: and, 
therefore, that their vifitation and 
detention, by exprefs orders, efpe- 
cially under the protection of the 
flag of their High Mightineffes, were 
a direct attack upon the faid flag, as 
well as upon their independence and 
their fovereignty: ' and farther, 
that the conduct of Commodore 
Fielding, which had been approved 
by his Britannic majefty, implied in 
it an open violation of the treaty of 
1674. A demand was likewife made 
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of proper fatisfaction and reparation, 
as well as an immediate releafe, 
without any forms of farther pre- 
cefs, of all fhips and their cargoes, 
that had been under the convoy of 
the republic, and which were now 
detained by force, againft the ex- 
vse tenor of the treaties fubfifting 
etween the two nations. No ac- 
commodation was made of thefe 
differences; and on the 17th of 
April, 1780, a declaration was pub- 
lithed by the king of Great Britain, 
by which it was announced, that 
repeated memorials having been 
prefented by his majefty’s ambafla- 
dor to the States-General, demand- 
ing the fuccours ftipulated by trea- 
ty; to which requifition they had 
given no anfwer, nor fignified any 
intention of compliance, and there- 
by deferted the alliance that had fo 
long fubfifted between Great Britain 
and the Republic, and placed them- 
{elves in the condition of a neutral 
power; his majefty would confider 
them henceforth as ftanding only in 
that dittant relation in which they 
had placed themfelves. He, there- 
fore declared, that the fubjects of 
the United Provinces were hence- 
forward to be confidered upon the 
fame footing with other neutral 
ftates, mot privileged by treaty: 
and his majefty from this time fuf- 
pended, snidandin, and till far- 
ther order, all the particular ftipu- 
lations, refpecting the fubjects of 
the States-General, contained in the 
feveral treaties now fubfifting be- 
tween Great Britain and the Repub- 
lic, and more particularly thofe 
contained in the marine treaty be- 
tween Great Britain and the United 
Provinces, concluded at London in 
1674. 

Great expectations feem to have 
been formed by the court of Great 
Britain of receiving affiftance from 
the 
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the court of Ruffia: but it foon ap- 
peared, that there was little hope 
of fupport from that quarter. On 
the 26th ef February, a declaration 
was publifhed by the Emprefs ot 
Ruflia, addrefled to the courts of 
London, Verfailles, and Madrid, 
which bore a very untavourable 
‘afpeét. on the affairs of Great Bri- 
tain. ‘In this piece it was obferved, 
that her Imperial Majeity had fo 
well manifefted the fentiments of 
juftice and moderation by which the 
was animated, and had given fuch 
convincing proofs, during the couric 


‘of the war which fhe futtamed 


againft the Ottoman Porte, of the 
ftriét regard fhe had for the mghts 
of neutrality, and hberty of com- 
merce in general; that it might 
have been hoped, this conduct, 
together with the impartiality which 
fhe had manifetted during the pre- 
fent war, would have cauted her 
fubjects peaceably to enjoy the fruits 
of their induitry, and of the ad- 
vantages belonging to all neutral 
nations. Experience had, however, 

roved the contrary: her Imperial 

lajefty’s fubjects had been often 
molefled in their navigation, and 
retarded in their operations, by the 
fhips and privateers ot the bellige- 
rent powers. Her Imperial Maje- 
fty therefore declared, that fhe found 
herfelf wnder the neceflity of re- 
moving thofe vexations which were 
offered to the commerce of Ruilia, 
as well as to the liberty of com- 
merce in general, by all the means 
compatible with her dignity, and 
‘the welfare of her fubjects: but 
before fhe came to any ferious mea- 
fures, and in order to prevent all 
new mifunderttandings, fhe thought 
it jut and equitable to expofe to the 
eyes of all Europe the principles 
which fhe had adopted for her con- 
duét, and which were contained in 
the following propofitions; 


AND 


I. That neutral fhips fhould enjoy 
a free navigation, even from port to 
port, and on the coafts of the bellj. 
gerent powers. 

II. That all effects belonging to 
the fubjects of the belligerent pow- 
ers fhould be looked upon as free, 
on board fuch neutral fhips, ex. 
cepting only fuch goods as were iti- 
mulated conti aband. 

Ill. Her Imperial Majeity, for 
the proper underilanding of this, 
reters to the articles X. and XI. of 
her treaty of commerce with Great 
Britain, extending her obligations 
to all the other belligerent powers. 

In the treaty made between Great 
Britain and Rutiia, in 1734, it is 
‘* “The fubjects of either party 
may freely pats, repafs, and trade 
in all countries which now are, or 
hereatter fhall be at enmity with 
the other of the faid parties, placos 
actually blocked up, or beteged, 
only excepted, provided they do not 
carry any warlike ftores, or ammu- 
nition to the enemy: as for all other 
effects, their fhips, paffengers, and 
goods, fhall be free and unmoletted. 


al 
fad, “if 


~Cannons, mortars, fire arms, pif- 


tols, bombs, grenadoes, bullets, 
balls, tuzees, flints, matches, pow- 
der, daltpetre, fulphur, cuiratles, 
pikes, iwords, belts, pouches, car- 
touch-boxes, faddles, and bridles, 
in any quantity, beyond what may 
be neceflary for the thip’s provifion, 
and may preperly appertain to, and 
be judged neceffary tor every man of 
the fhip’s crew, or for each paflen- 
ger, fhall be deemed ammunition of 
war; and if any fucl be found, they 
may feize and.coniifcate the fame 
according to law: but neither the 
veffels, paflengers, or. the ref of 
the goods, fhall be detained for that 


-reafon, or hindered from purfuing 


their voyage.”” The fame ennumera- 
tion of the goods, dtipulated as con- 


traband, 
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tfaband, was given in the treaty 
concluded between Great Britain 
and Ruilia, in 1766. 

1V. That in order to determine 
what characterizes a port blocked 
ap, that denomination fhould not 
be granted but to fuch places, be- 
fore which there were a¢tually a 
number ot enemy’s fhips ttationed 
near enough, fo as to make its entry 
dangerous. 

V. That thefe principles fhould 
ferve as rules in the judicial pro- 
ceedings and fentences upon the le- 
gulity of prizes. 

Her Imperial Majefty declared, 
that the was firmly refolved to main- 
tain thefe principles, and that in 
order to protect the honour of her 
flac, and the fecurity of the com- 
meree and navigation of her fub- 
jects, fhe had given an order to fit 
out a contiderable part of her naval 
forces. She added, that this mea- 
fure would have no influence on the 
trict and rigorous neutrality which 
fle was relolved rigoroufly to ob- 
ferve to long as fhe fhould not be 
provoked and forced to depart trom 
her principles of moderation and 
impartiality. Ir was only in that 
extremity, that her fleet would be 
ordered to act wherever her honour, 
itereft, and neceflity, fhould re- 
quire. 

This declaration was alfo commu- 
nicated to the Sates General, by 
Prince Gallitzin, envoy extraordi- 
nary from the Emprefs of Ruffia: 
and fhe invited them to make a 
common caufe with her, fo far as 
fuch an union might ferve to pro- 
tect commerce and navigation. Si- 
milar communications, and invita- 
tions, were alfo made to the courts 
of Copenhagen, of Stockholm, and 
ot Lifbon, in order, it was faid, 
that by the united care of all the 
neutral maritime powers,.the pavi- 
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gation of all the neutral trading na- 
tions might be eftablifhed and lega- 
lized, and a fyftem adopted, found. 
ed upon juitice, and which, .by its 
real advantage, might ferve for rules 
for future ages. ‘The memorial of 
the Emprefs of Rutlia, though very 
unfavourable to the views of Great 
Britain, received a civil anfwer from 
that court: but by other powers itwas 
received, as it might naturally be ex- 
pected, with much more cordialjty. 
In the anfwer of the king of France, 
it was faid, that “* what her Imnpe- 
rial Majefty claimed from the bel- 
ligerent powers was nothing elfe 
than the rules preferibed to the 
French navy ; the execution where- 
of was maintained with an exac¢tnefs 
known and applauded by all. Eu- 
rope.”” He espretied his approba- 
tion of the principles and views of 
her Imperial Majefty ; and declared, 
that trom the meatures fhe had now 
adopted, ** folid advantages would 
undoubtedly refult, not only to her 
fubjects, but alfo to all nations.” 
The Kings of Sweden and Denmark, 
alfo formally acceded to the armed 
neutrality propoied by the Emprefs 
of Ruifia, and declared their per- 
fect approbation of her fentiments. 
The States General likewife did the 
fame: but on account of that flow- 
nefs of deliberation which prevails 
in the councils of the republic, ic 
was not till towards the clofe of 
the year that their concurrence 
was notified to the court of Ruffia. 
It was refolved, by the powers en- 
gaged in this armed neutrality, to 
make a common caufe of it at fea, 
againft any of the belligerent pow- 
ers who fhould violate, with re- 
{pect to neutral nations, the prin- 
ciples which had been laid down 
in the memorial of the Empretfs of 
Ruffia. 
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CHAP. VIII. 


Captures made by Sir Hyde Parker in the Weft Indies. Sir G corge Brydges 


Rodney takes a large Spanifh convoy, and afterwards defcats the Spani/b 
Fleet under the Command of Don Juan de Langara. Adlon in the W, of 


— Indies between fome Englifb and French Men of War under the Command 


of Commodore Cornwallis, and of Monf: de la Mothe Picquet. Engage- 
ments in the Weft Indies betsveen the Englith under the Command of Admiral 
R , and the French Fleet under Count de Guichen. A Funtlion Sormed 
beteveen the French and Spani/h Fleets near the Ifland of Dominica. An 
unfucce/iful Attempt made 4 the Spaniards to burn the Englifh Shipping at 
ounce fi re al Prizes taken os the Englifb. The gallant + 4a 
of the Captain of La Belle Poule. The Haft and Weft India outward 

und Fleets taken by the combined Fleets of France and Spain. Other nas 
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HE clofe of the year 1779, 

and the commencement of the 

year 1780, were attended with fome 
confiderable naval advantages gained 
over the enemy by the arms of 
Great Britain. On the 18th of De- 
cember, 1779, the fleet under the 
command of Sir Hyde Parker, in 
the Weft Indies, captured nine fail 
of French merchant fhips, which, 
with feveral others, were under the 
convoy of fome fhips of war. More 
of them would have been taken, 
had not the French admiral defended 
the trading veffels under his care 
with great bravery and dexterity. 
Two days after, Sir Hyde Parker 
detached Rear Admiral Rowley in 
the Suffolk, with the Vengeance, 
Magnificent and  Stirling-Caftle, 
in purfuit of three large French 
fhips, of which he had received in- 
telligence, and which were fuppofed 
to be part of Monf, La Mothe Pic- 
uet’s fquadron, returning from 
Orenaia. On the 21ft of the fame 
month the rear-admiral came in 
fight of them, and the next day all 
the three were taken. The firft was, 
the La Fortune frigate, of 42 guns, 
and 247 men, commanded by the 
Chevalier Marigny ; the fecond, the 


La Blanche frigate, of 36 guns, and 
212 men, commanded by Monf, 
Gallifoniere; and the third, the La 
Ellis, of 28 guns, and 68 men, com- 
manded by Monf, Fonteneaux. Se. 
veral other veflels were alfo taken, 
about the fame time, by the fyuadron 
commanded by Sir Hyde Parker. 

On the 8th of January, 1780, Sir 
George Brydges Rodney, who had 
been intrufted with the command of 
a fleet, one object of the deftination 
of which was the relief of Gibraltar, 
fell in with twenty-two fail of Span- 
ith fhips. They proved to be a con- 
voy, which had failed from St. Se- 
baitian’s on the firft of the fame 
month, and were under the pro- 
tection of feven fhips and veffels of 
war belonging to the royal company 
of Carraccas. The Englifh fqua- 
dron gave chafe immediately, on 
defcryiny the Spanifh fhips; and in 
a few hours the whole fleet was 
taken. 

In little more than a week after, 
the fame fortunate and gallant ad- 
miral met with ftill more fignal 
fuccefs. On the 16th of the 
month he engaged, near Cape Saint 
Vincent, a Spanifh fleet, confifting 
of eleven fhips of the line and two 
frigates, 


> a, 2. Oe lleCU 


-, 












































Tr, 
d- 
ial 
he 
ot 


ng 
vO 


FOREIGN 


frigates, under Don [Juan de Lan- 
caras ‘The Spaniards made a gal- 
jant defence, but tour of their largeft 
fhips were taken, and carried into 
Gibraltar. ‘Thefe were the Phoenix, 
of So guns and 700 men, on beard 
which was the admiral, Don Juan 
de Langara ; the Monarca, ot 70 
euns, and 600 men, Don Antonio 
Oy arvide commander ; the Princetia, 
ot 72 guns, and 600 men, Don 
Manuel De Leon cornmander; and 
the Diligente, of 7o wuns, and 600 
men, Don Antonio Abornoz com- 
mander. Two other feventy gun 
fhips were alfo taken, but one ot 
thefe was driven on fhore on the 
breakers, and loit, and the other was 
likewile driven on fthore, but atter- 
wards recovered. Four thips of the 
line efcaped, and the two trigates ; 
but two otf the former were much 
damaged in the a¢tion; in the courte 
of which one Spanith thip, the San 
Domingo, of 7O guns, and 600 
men, was blown up. ‘The five men 
ot war taken were remarkably fine 
fhips, and were afterwards complete- 
ly retitted, manned, and put into 
the Englith line of battle. The 
Spanifh admiral, and his othcers, ap- 
plied to Sir George Rodney to obtain 
the liberty of returning to Spain up- 
on their parole of honour: but this 
he declined tor forme time, becaute 
he was intormed, that a great numbe 

ot Britifh feamen were then prifoa- 
ers in Spain, who ought to have 
been releafed. Howey cr, afterwards 
receiving aflurances that thefe fhould 
be immediately fet at liberty, he 
releated the Spanith admiral and 
ofhcers upon their parole: and 
the pri ifoners in eencral were treated 
with fuch gene rofity and humanity, 
as appeared to make a ¢reat in - 
fion upon the court of Madrid, and 
the Spamifl) nation. When admiral 
Rodney had fupplied the gaisiion 
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of Gibraltar with provifions, ammu- 
nition, and money, he proceeded on 
his voyage to the Wett Indies; hav- 
ing fent home part of his fleet with 
his Spanith prizes, under the com- 
mand of rear-admiral Digby; who 
took a French man of war on his 
return, the Prothée, of 64 guns, 
and 7OO men. 

On the 2oth of March there was 
an action in the Wett Indies, be- 
tween fome French and Engiith men 
ot war, the former under the com- 
mand of Mont. De La Mothe Pi- 
quet, and the latter, being part of 
Sir Peter Parker’s fquadron, under 
that of Commodore Cornwallis. The 
Englith fhips were, the Lion of 64 
guns; the Briftol, of 50; and the 
Janus, of 40; the French were, the 
Annibal, of 74 guns; the Diadem, 
ot 74; the Retiechi, of 64; and 
the Amphion, of 56. Thefe had 
a number of merchant fhips under 
their convoy ; and tell in with the 
Englth flips of war off Monn 
Chrifti, On the appearance of the 
Englih, the French admiral made 
fignal for the merchant flips to get 
to windward, and to crowd fail mm 
order to get into Cape Francois, 
which they accordingly did. ‘The 
action continued the whole night, 
and part ot the following day, but 
no thip was taken on either fide. 
Commodore Cornwallis was after- 
wards joined by the Ruby, a 64 gun 
flip, and the Niger and Pomona 
frigates. Accordin; g to the Enelith 

wunts, the French had another 
{lip of war betides thote already 
mentioned; but the French repre 
fent that thip, the Amphitrite, as 
having arrived at Cape Frangois be- 
tore the commencement of the action. 
The engagement was maintained on 
both fides with great fpirit: but the 
Ficneh at length gave up the contetft, 
and made the beit of their way ior 
i Cape 
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Cape Francois. The French admiral 
was wounded in the action; and the 
Jafon was fo much difabled, that the 
Lion and the Briftol were obliged to 
tow with their boats to her affiftance. 

Admiral Rodney having arrived 
in the Weft Indies, and taken upon 
him the command of his Majetty’s 
fhips at the Leeward iflands, an ac- 
tion —— between him and the 

French fleet, under the command of 


Count de Guichen, on the 17th of 


April. The Enghth fquadron con- 
fitted of twenty fhips of the line, 
befides frigates; and the French fleet 
of twenty-three fhips of the line, 
and feveral frigates. At cleven in 
the forenoon admiral Rodney made 
the fignal to prepare for battle : fome 
time afterwards he made the fignal 
for every fhip to bear down, and fteer 
for her oppoiite in the enemy’s line ; 
and having made the fignal for b attle, 
he alfo made another to notify to the 
fleet, that it was his intention to 
engage clofely, and that the Admi- 
ral’s thip was to be the example. 
The action began a little before 
one ; and continued till about a 

uarter after four in the afternoon. 
Admiral Rodney was on board the 
Sandwich, a ninety gen flip, which 
beat three of the French fhips out 
of their line of battle, and entirely 
broke it. But fuch was at length 
the crippled condition of the Sand- 
wich, and of feveral other flips, 
that it was impofible to purfue the 
French that night withourthe great- 
eft difadvantage. The victory was, 
indeed, claimed on both fides; but 
no fhip was taken on cither: and 
the French retired to Guadaloupe. 
Admiral Rodney’s fip, the § Sand- 
wich, had fuffered fo much, that, 
for twenty-four hours, the was with 
difficulty kept above water. Of the 
Englith there were killed in this 
engagement 120, and 353 were 


wounded. In the account which 
was tranfmitted of it to the Adimiralry 
by Sir George Brydges Rodney, li 
acquainted their lordthips, that ** the 
French Admiral appeared to him to 
be a brave and gallant officer, and 
that he had the honour to be nobly 
fupported during the whole aétion.”” 
This was underftood at home to 
convey an oblique reflection on 
fome of his own officers: and to 
intimate, that he had not been pro- 
perly fupported by ail of them. 
M: ijor-general V aughan was prefent 
in this engagement, on board the 
Sandwich: and in a letter w hich he 
wrote to Lord George Germaine on 
the occafion, he declared, that “ no 
fhip could have been led on with 
more gallantry, nor did the annals 
of the navy record a greater cha- 
racter than Sir George {upported, 
in fetting the nobleft of examples.” 
The Montagu, Capt. Houlton, the 
Intrepid, Capt. St. John, and the 
Princefs Royal, Capt. Harmood, 
on board of w hich was Rear-admiral 
Parker, appear alfo to have been 
much Jiftinguifled in this a¢tion. 
On the roth of May, another ac- 
tion happened between the fleets 
under Admiral Rodney and Montf. 
de Guichen. It did not commence 
till near feven in the evening, only 
afew fhips having engaged, which 
were foon feparated; and the whole 
ended in nothing decifive, Of the 
Englith 21 were killed, and 100 
wounded, The fleets met again on 
the rgth of the faine month, when 
another action enfued: but this alfo 
terminated without any material ad- 
vantage on cither fide. In the laf 
engagement 47 of the Englifh were 
killed, and 193 wounded. Accord- 
ing to the French accounts, the to- 
tal of their lofs, in thefe three ac- 
tions, amounted to 1¢8 killed, and 
820 wounded. It was too manitet 
in 
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in the courfe of thefle cneagements, 
notwithttanding the acknowledged 
hraverv of the Britifli Admiral, that 
the decided fuperiority on which 
the E nglith had been accuftomed to 
reckon in naval encounters, W hen 
their force and that of the enemy 
were nearly equal, was not now ex- 
hibited. \\ hatever 1! nfer ity there 
might be onthe part of the com- 
mon feamen of the French fleet, 
there appeared to be no inferiority, 
with ref {pect eit] ve to naval tkill, or 
courage, in the French ofhecers 

It was a very unfavourable 
curnftance for Great Britain, th 
the French fhould have LOO! midali 
a flect in the Weft-Indies: and th: 
great force of the enemy Was aug 
mented in Junc, by being 
with a Spanith {quadron, near th 
Wland of Dominica. The French 
and Spanifh fleets, when united, 
amounted to thirty-fx fail of the 
line. They did not, however, at- 
tuck any of the Britifh iflands, or 
even reconnoitre the fleet under the 
command of Sir George Brydges 
Re dn V5 which then lay at anchor 
in Gros Iflet Bay. Such, indeed, 
were the viy tlance and vO od con- 
ductof that Admiral, and fo fenfible 


were the inhabitants of thefe iflands 


| 


joie 4 


of his fervices, that the houfes of 


aflembly of St. Chriftopher’s and 
Nevis prefenied addreiles to him, 
teftitying their gratitude for the fe- 
curity they enjoyed, in confequence 
of his fpirited and feafonable exer- 
tions. 

In the mean time, Gibraltar con- 
tinued to be clofelv belieged: and 
on the 7th of June, an attempt was 
made by the Spaniard: sto burn the 
Enclifh flip ping there. Seven fire- 
fhips were employed for this pur- 
pole, and the attempt was made a 
little afte: midnight: but the fcheme 
was rendered abortive by the vigi- 
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lance and activity of the Englifh. 
The enterprize was conduct d by 
the Spanith Rear-admiral Ba; cello, 
in a fhip of the line, with two frie 
gates, and feveral xebeques, and 
other armed veflels: but though 
the Spaniards had the mofl lavour- 
able wind and weather for their de- 
ign, yet not the leat damage was 
done to the Englith fhipping, nor 
a fingle man hurt. A conflant fi 

Wis K pt up trom lt the 1} }s and 


the garriton on the 9] anifh boats 


ind galhes, wl 1 were very nu- 
merous: and the Englifh officers 
and feamen in their boats grappled 
} | TOW f olf tl ' flip , note 
with! ding t! juicnt ¢ cpl hon 
of fhell » am ili th eflorts of t} 
Spaniard Won Barecllo, there- 
fore, retreated int! ) n \ 
his frat und t | 
ly hy tt leat his cn 
terpi 


bhe fan Hae AGM # ivity were 
alfo exhibited by the Enelith about 
this time, a in fome other naval 


tranfacthions, which, though not 
ot ereat nportance as to th ir 
cftects, delerve to he recorced. 
In juitice to the French it hhoula 
lhikewile bie ob rved, thut great 


; 
courage, and an hich fenfe of ho- 


nour, were manitetted by them in 
feveral naval encounters. On the 
iit of July, the Romney, a fifty 
gun fhip, comn — by ¢ Captain 
Home, took off Cape Fintflerre the 


ary 
Artois, of 40 vuns, 


and 460 men, 
er a fharp and well condus¢ted 
action of 46 minutes. The Artois 
was a remarkable line frigate, quite 
new, and larger than the Romne 
in all her dimenfions. She was fi 
ted out by the province ot Art S, 
and fupplied with officers and men 
by the king of Fran : and thefe 
received pay both from the king 
and county of Arto! . But the 
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Captain, Monf. Le Fabre, who was 
avery ret fpectable and experi need 
officer, fe,ved without any pay or 
emolument whatfoe ver and the at- 
teniion of peop le in France was 
much turned upon the fuccefs ot 
this fhip, it being upon a new con- 
fraction, and a new kind of eftab- 
lifament, which was calculated to 
lead the other counties to follow the 
example of \rtois. ‘The Romney 
had only 2 men wounded: but the 
Artois had 20 men killed, and go 
wounded, 

The Romney alfo took off Vigo, 
the fame month, atter 
Pearl, i 


on the 6th of 
a chace ot five hours, 
French trigate, r 1S 

125 men, commans ed by Chevaher 
de Breignou., rks fume day the 
Prudente, of 36 guns, commanded 
by Captain W aldegrave, took the 
Capricicule of 44 guns, and 350 
men, atter an engagement of four 
hours. The French had the firtt 
and fecond Captains, and so men 
killed, and upwards of 50 wounded. 
The Prudente had 1g men killed, 
the fit lieutenant and ar men 
wounded. But Capt.\ aldecrave was 
fterwards obliged to burn the 
French fhip, iteobeme fo 
damaged in the action, that it: was 


S vung, and 


much 
to kne- 
~) 


On the rath ot the fame month 
the Nontuch, gun fhip, 


commanded by Sir Jiares Wallace, 
a very brave Officer, dit la 
Aect fteerme to the wettward, to 
W ch {} vecha it Wa found 
to b 1 4 . fo 8 t, | nd 
fo ntz and Bou coniitt. 
ing of 22 fal, under tl R of 
thi rievat As foon as the 
No mb eal the convoy, 
puthed tor the Loire, but 
! me tra S. 

ind a { d ont 
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of the frigates getting a-pround , 
the Blanche Blanc, was burnt the 
next morning by the boats of the 
Nonfuch; a great part of her fiores 
having been previoufly taken out. 
Whilft Sir James Wallace’s boats 
were thus employed, he bblerved 
three fails making fignals to each 
other, to which he immediately cave 
About CF pe he camé 
up with, and clolely ma bia ait red one 
ot ected s which sibel to be the 
Belle Poule, mounted with 32 euns, 
12 pounders, and 275 men, com- 
manded by the Chevalier Kerga- 
riou. Phe French Captain made 
a moft — detenec . but atter 
havi 1e def Cie led his hip al long 
tine, he was mortally wounded, as 
he was repeating an © pre fior he 
had often 
ment, : 
Ile had fearcely reached the tur- 
vreon’s room, whi n he expired, It 
was much againit his inclination 
that he was carried down, as he 
wifhed to have died on the fore- 
cattle. On the death of this brave 
man, the command devolved on his 
tir ft lheutenant, M. La Motte kh 
bourel, who detended the fh Ip wit 
great courage for thre 
an hour longer. He then relue- 
tantly truck his flac, ith ‘ing fo nd 
Imp thble to keep the fl ip trom 
inking, if the engage.ent had been 
any longercontinued. Six tect water 
were in the hold, fixteen {hot in 
the body of rhe il ip, the mafts and 
vards b oken, the fails and ric * 
cut to picees, the ¢ Captain and 2 
men killed, and the tecond Capeisie 
with other ofhcers and men, to the 
amount of <o, 
Nonfuch had only five men killed, 
and ten wounded. The fame month 
\dmiral Geary, who commanded 
the grand fle ty took twelve valuable 
bound from Port 
au 


chace. 


ufed during the engave- 


Courage, mes enfans, courage! 
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au Prince to Bourceaux, and other 
ports of France. . 

But in the month tollowinge a 
very important and unexpected cap- 
ture was made by the Spaimards, 
which could not but excite much 
alarm in Great Britain. On the 
Sch of Aucull, Captain Moutray, 
who had under his command the 
Ramillies, of 74 guns, and two fri- 
wates, With the trade bound tor the 
Fait and Wet Indies, under con- 
voy. had the mistortune to tall in 
with the combined fleets of brance 
ind Spain which had failed trom 
Cadiz the preceding day. The 
two frigates 


, 


Ramilliecs, and the 
eicaped : b if the re it were to com- 
pletely {\ rounded, that five Jratt 
Indiamen were taken, and fitty 
merchant fhips, bound tor the Wett 
Indices. ‘Their cargoes were e©3 

tremely valuable: it was one of the 
2 i complete naval Captures ever 
made; and was a heavy ttroke to 
the commerce. ol Gsreat Britain. 
Phe Spamards on this vccalion be- 
haved ¢o their prifoners with great 
attention and humanity; and ap- 
peared difpofed to make an ade- 


quate return tor the generous treat- 
ment which their countrymen had 
experienced trom Adiniral Rodney. 
In the courte ot the fame month, 
fome {pirited actions happened be 
tween fingle fhips of the ne liih 


, 4 . ‘ ah 
ana rena Mn nations, two or wWwhien 


were more particularly dittinguifhed. 
and 22g men, cumman led \ Cap- 
tam William Peere Walhams, teil 
itl, neal Uthant, with a French 
tirgate, called La Nymphe, com- 


On the roth, the Flora, of 39 guns, 
t 
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manded by the Chevalier Du Re- 
main. It w a copper-bottomed 
fhip, mounted 32 LUIS, thouch 
pi reed for 40, and hei comples 
ment conhiled of 291 men. She 
had been only tous days out of 
Breit, and was employed upon re- 
connoitrine fervies ott that port. 
It was an obilinate action on both 
lides tor about an hous and a 
quarter, during which both ot the 
fhins were greatly dama red, The 
French endeavoured to board the 
Klora, but were repull d with ereat 
lofs. The Enelith then boarded 
the French flip in return, ftruck 
their colours, and in a fhort time 
took poll hon ot the fhip. The 
French «¢ iptain died the fame even- 
iny of his wounds; 62 of his ofk- 
cers and men had been killed, and 
68 wounded. On board the Flora 
27 were killed and wounded. 

On the rth, the Bicntaifant, of 
64 guns, Capt. Macbride, in com- 
pany with the Charon, of 44 guns, 
tell in with the Count d’Artois, of 
64 guns, and 644 men, a private 
{hip of war, commanded by the 
Chevale Clonard. \\ hen they 
had tought tor fome time, the 
French Captain attempted, in a 
very daring manner, to board the 
Bientaiant. But in this he was 
net fuccefstul. After a {harp aCe 
tion of an hour and ten Minutes, 
her rigging and tails b ing cut to 
picces, 21 men killed, and 35 mcn 
wounded, amony whom was the 
Captain, the Count d’artois itruck 
her colours. ‘The Bientaifant had 
3 kilied, and 21 wounded; and one 
man was wounded in the Charon. 
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IX. 


Svate of Affairs in America, at the « clofe of the Year wy Qs and the Com. 


grcncemeéenl of the Year 1780. 


Sir He nry Clinten and 


Admiral Arbuthnos 


fet fail from New York, ‘wit a confiderable Body of Troops, in order to 


attack t $ harleflown, South 
tion. An intenfe Froft at New 


CC arolina. 


York, 


The Town Surrenders on 


/ 


C apitu las 
in confequence of which 


all Com. 


poewea quith that City, by Was ter, are eitirely cut of’. The Inhab tants 


that # ity armed for its dD: fe NCE. 
as Staten Ifland. General C! 
to take up Arms againfh the Congres 


l Infucce/sful Attempt of the Americans 


imton ae s the In habitant 5 of South Carolina 


Slaughter of the Americans at Wac- 


faw. An Academy of Arts and Selene cfiabiifhed in Maffichufete’s Bay, 


Refolves of the € Congrefs. 

HOUGH no great probabi- 

lity had hitherto appeared of 
a reduction of the Britith colonies 
in America, 
the year 1770 ‘had been in many re- 
ipects favourabl le to the royal arm 
nor had the Americans deriv 3 
thofe advantages from their alliance 
with France which might have been 
expected. The difference of man- 
ners, and of religion between the 
French and the Americans appears 
to have excited fome jealoufy in the 
latter: nor had they found the 
French very fincere, or at leaft very 
ufeful allies. 
the Americans to have put as {fpeedy 
an end te the war as poflible, and 
to have entirely lined. the Britifh 
from their continent. But 
this feems not to have been the in- 
tention of the French: or, if they 
had any fuch delign, they executed 
it with ver y little judgement. The 
rafhnefs and ill conduct of d’Eftaing, 
in Georgia, in 1779, had rendered 


troops 


abortive all his efforts in favour of 


the Americans; and they laboured 
under great difficulties at the com- 
mencement of the year 1780. In 
fact, a loan of money from the 
court of France, of which they 
flood in great need, would have 
been much more beneficial to them, 
I 


yet the campaign ot 


It was the interett of 


than any other aid they were like- 
ly to derive from that quarter. 
Kut whatever inconveniencies they 
might labour under, whatever 
might be their wants, and however 
they might be wearied with the long 
continuance of the war, the Ame- 
rican colonies yet diicovered no dit: 
potition to fubmit again to the au- 
thority ot Great Britain. 

On the 26th of December, 1770, 
Sir Henry Clinton fet fail from 
New York, with a contiderable bo- 
dy of troops, intended tor the at- 
tack of Charles Town, South Caro- 
lina, ina fleet of fhips of war and 
tranfports, under the command of 
Vice-admiral Arbuthnot. They 
had a very tedious voyage, the 
weather was uncommonly bad, fe 
veral of the tranfports were loft, as 
were alfo the greater part of the 
horfes which they carried with 
them, intended for cavalry or other 
public ufes, and an ordnance fhip 
likewile foundered at fea, Having 
arrived at Savannah, where they 
endeavoured to repair the damages 
they had fuftained on their voyage, 
they proceeded from thence on the 
roth of February, 1 1780, to North 


Edifto, the place of debarkation, 
wiich had been previoufly ap- 
pointed. They had a favourable 


and 
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and fpeedy paflage thither: and 
though it required time to have 
the bar explored, and the channe! 
marked, the tranfports all entered 
the harbour the next dav; and the 
army took poilethon of John’s ifland 
without oppotition, = Pr eparauons 
were then made for pating the 
fguadron over Charles Town bar, 
where the high-water {pring-tides 
were only nineteen tect water: but 
no opportunity offered of going into 
the harbour ull the 2cth ot March, 
when it was effected without any 
accident, though the American gal- 
os continually attem pted to prevent 

- Enelith boats from founding the 
chanel The Britith troops had 

evioutly removed from John’s to 
I: umes’s land; and on the oth ot 
the fame month effected their land- 
ing onCharles Town neck. On the 
rit of April, they broke ground 
within 800 yards of the American 
works; and by the 8th the betiegers 
guns were mounted in b: attery. 

As foon as the army began to 
erect their batteries againft the town, 
Admiral Arbuthnot embraced the 
firft tavourable opportunity of patl- 
ing Sullivan’s ifland, upon which 
there was a ftrone fort ot batteries, 
the chief defence of the harbour. 
He weighed on the gth, with the 
Roebuck, Richmond, and Romulus, 
Blonde, Virginia, Raleigh, and 
Sandwich armed thip, the Renown 
bringing up the rear: and, pafling 
throu; ch a fevere fire, anchored in 

out two hours under James’sifland, 
ith the lofts of 27 fcamen killed 
and wounded. The Richmond’s 
fore topmi uit was flot away, and the 
fips in general futtained damage in 
their maits and rigging, though not 
materially in their hulls. But the 
Acetus tranfport, having on board 
fome naval ftores, grounded within 
gun-fhot of Sullivan’s ifland, and 
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received fo much damage, that fhe 
was obliged to be abandoned and 
burnt. 

On the roth, Sir Henry Clinton 
and Admiral Arbuthnot fummoned 
the town to furrender to his majef- 
tv’s arms: but Major-general Lin- 
coln, who commanded in Charles 
Town, returned them an anfwer, 
declaring it to be his intention to 
detend the place. The batteries 
were now opened againft the town : 
and from their effect the fire of the 
American advanced works confider- 
ably abated. It appears, that the 
number of troops under the come 
mand of Linecln were by tar too 
tew tor detending works ot fuch exe 
tent as thofe of Charles Town; and 
that many of thefe were men Inttle 
accuitomed to military fervice, and 
very ill provided with cloaths, and 
other neceffaries, Lincoln had been 
for fone time expecting reinforce- 
ments and fupplies from Virginia, 
and other a : but they Caine in 
very flow! Earl Cornwallis, and 
Lieutenant ania 1cl Tarleton sadee 
him, were alio extremely active in 

itercepting {uch reinforcements 
sad fupphes as were fent to the 
American general. They totally 
deteated a contiderable body Of Ca- 
valry and militia which was pro- 
ceeding to the relief of the town, 
and alfo made themfelves matters of 
fome poits which gave them in a 
great degree the command of the 
couatry, by which means great fup- 
plies ot provifions tell into their 
hands. 

Such was the ftate of things, and 
Fort Sullivan had alfo been taken 
by the king’s troops, when on the 
1Sth of May, General Clinton again 
fummoned the town to furrender: 
an offer being made, as had been 
done before, that, if they furren- 
dered, the lives and propery of 
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che inhabitants fhould be preferved 
to them. Articles of capitulation 
were then propoled by General 
Lincoln: but the terms were not 
agreed to by General Clinton. At 
length, however, the town being 
clotely invetted on all fides, and the 
preparations to florm it inevery part 
being in great forwardnels, and the 
fhips ready to move to the aflault, 
Genera! Lincoln, who had been ap- 
lied to for that purpote, by the in- 
ecrenadag furrendered it on fuch ar- 
ticles of capitulation as Gen, Clinton 
had betore agreed to. ‘This was on 
the 4th ot May, which was one 
month and two days afcer the town 
had been firft fummoned to furrender. 
By the articles of capitulation, 
the continental troops and failors, 
with their baggage, were to be con- 
ducted to a piace to be agreed upon, 
where they were to remain priloners 
of war until exchanged. W hilft 
prifoners they were fo be fuppled 
with good and wholelome provitions 
in fuch quantity as was ferved out 
to the troops of his Britannte ma- 
jetty. The militia 1a garrifon were 
to be permitted to return to their 
refpective homes, as prifoners on 
parole: which parole, fo long as 
they obferved, was to fecure them 
from being molefled in their pro- 
perty by the Britith troops. The 
officers of the American army and 
navy were to keep their twords, 
pitols, and bageage, Which was not 
to be fearched, and to retain their 
fervants. The whole e@arrilon, at 
the hour appointd for that purpofe, 
were to march out of the town to 
the ground between the «vorks of the 
place and the canal, ‘where they 
were to depotit their ATINS ; but the 
drums were not to beat a Brittth 
march, or the colours to be uncated. 
A vetlel was to be pt mitted to co 
to Philadelphia with General Lin- 
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coln’s difpatches, which were not to 
be opened. 

A large quantity of ordnance, 
arms and ammunition, was found jn 
Charles Town ; and, according to Sir 
Henry Clinton’s account, the num- 
ber of prifoncers taken in Charles 
Town amounted to 6618 men, ex- 
clufively of near a thoufand failors 
inarms. But, according to general 
Lincoln’s account tranfinitted to 


the Congreis, the whole number of 


continental troops, taken prifoners, 
amounted to no more than 2489, 
The remainder, therefore, included 
in General Clinton’s account, mut 
have contitted of militia and inha- 
bitants of the town. Several Ame- 
rican frigates was alfo taken or de. 
ftroyed in the harbour of Charles 
Town. The lofs of the king’s 
troops in the courfe of the fieve, 
amounted to about 75 killed, and 
1é > wounded ; and that of the A- 
mericans to 8g killed, and a40 
wounded, 

It appears fomewhat extraordjna- 
ry, that the Americans fhould not 
have fufhiciently furnifued Charles 
Town with troops and _ provifions, 
tu have enabled fo important a place 
to make a more vigorous defence. 
But thote who were not imme diately 
interefted in the fate of the place 
appear to have been extremely lan- 
guid in furnifhing it with the necef- 
lary reintorcements and fupplies ; 
and fuch of the colonies as were nat 
tar diftant, particularly Virginia, 
and who could not be infenfible of 
the neceflity of it, feemed willing 
to lay the burthen upon their 
neighbours rather than upon theme 
felves. The long continuance of 
the war, and the poverty in which 
it muft have involved great num- 
bers of the Americans, might na- 
turally render them the more back- 
ward in furnifhing fupplies, But 
not- 
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notwithftanding all thefe confidera- 
tions, the conduct of the Americans 
in this affair appears to have been 
characterized by great remifinefs 
and want of policy. Elowever, the 
lofs of Charles Town evidently ex- 
cited a confiderable alarm in Ame- 
rica: and their writers, 
particularly the auchor ot the cele- 
brated performance intitled Com- 
mon Senile, in fome other pieces, 
made ufe of it as a powerful argu- 
ment to lead them to more vigorous 
exertions againit Great Britain, that 
they migat the more eflectually and 
certainly fecure their independency. 
While Sir Henry Clinton was 
employe d in his voyuge to Charles 
Town, and tn the fiege of that place, 
the garrifon at New York ieem not 
to have been wholly free from a ip- 
preh for their fatety. 
An intenfe troit with 
great falls of tnow, began about the 
middle of December, 1779, 
jliut up the navigation ot the port 
ot New York from the fea, within 
a few days after the departure of 


popular 


enhons own 


accompanied 


and 


Admiral Arbuthnot and General 
Clinton. The fe verity of the wea- 
ther increafed to fo great a degree, 


that towards the midle of January 
all communications with New York 
by water were entirely cut off, and 
as many new ones opened by the 
ice. The inhabitants could fearcel y 
be faid to be in an infular ftate. 
Horfes, with heavy carriages, could 
FO over the ice into the Jerieys, 
trom one ifland to another. The 
paflage in the North River, even in 
the wideft part from New-York to 
Paulus Hook, which was 2000 yards, 
was about the igth of January, 
practicable for the heavieft cannon: 
an event which had been unknown 
im the memory of man. Provifions 
Were foon atter tranfported upon 
ledges, and a detachment of cavalry 
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marched upon the ice, from New. 
York to Staten I{land, which wag 
a diftance of eleven miles. 

The city of New-York being thus 
circumftunced, was confidtred as 
much e xpoled to the attacks from the 
troops in the fervice ot the congrefs: 
it was flrongly reported, that 
Gin reral W; whineton was meditating 
a great itroke upon New-York, with 
his whole force, by different attacks. 
Some time before this, Major-genes 
ral Pattifon, commandant at New- 
York, having received an addrefs 
trom many of the inhabitants, of- 
fering to put themfelves in military 
array, he thought the prejent a 
favourable « pportunity ot trying the 
fincerity ot their profellions. Ac- 
cordingly he iffued a procla mation, 
calling upon all the male inhahi- 
tants, from fixtcen to fixty, to take 
up arms. The requifition was fo 
readily complied with, that in a feaw 


ANG 


days 40 companies trom the fix 
wards of the city were enrolled, 
othcered, and under arms, to the 


number of 2600, many fubitantial 
citizens ferving in the ranks of each 
company. Other volunteer come 
panics were formed: and the city 
was put into a very ftrong potlure 
of detence. 

No attack, however, was mac le 
upon the city of New-York, what- 
ever defign might originally have 
been meditated: but an attempt was 
made upon Staten- Iiland, where 
there were about 1800 men, under 
the command of Brigadier-general 
Sterling, who were all intrenched. 
General Wathington, whofe army 
was hutted at Morris-Town, feat a 
detachment of 2700 men, with fix 
pieces of cannon, two mortars, and 
fome hories, commanded by lord 
Sterling, who arrived at Staten- 
Iiland early in the morning of the 
15th of January. The advanced 
polts 
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pofts of the Britith troops retired 
upon the approach of the Ameri- 
cans, who formed the line, and 
made fome movements in the courte 
of the day: but they withdrew in 
the night, after having burnt one 
houfe, ~ pillayed fome others, and 
carried off with them about 200 
lread of cattle. Imm diate ly on the 
arrival of the Americans on Staten 
ifland. Lieutenant general Knyp- 
haufen had embarked 609 men to 
attempt a paflage, and to fupport 
General Sterling: but the floating 
ice compelled them to return. It 
is however, imaged, that the ap- 
yeurance of thele gr Son with 
the Bnuth troops on board, which 
the Americans could fe newarde the 
clofe ot the day, induced the lattes 
to make to precipitate a retreat. 
During the winter tome little fkir- 
mifhes enfued, in the nety hbourhood 
of New York, between the King’s 
troops and the Americans, in which 
the tormer had much the advantage, 
and in which they killed about 65 
of the latter, and made 320 prifon- 
ers. About the zoth of February the 
rivers and itrenhts round New- 
York beeame navigable: and they 
were thereby freed trom all appre- 
henfions of an attack upon that city, 

Atter Charles Town had furren- 
dered to the king’s troops, goneral 
Clinton ilued two proclamations, 
and alfo circulated a bhand-bill 
among tt the inhabitants ot South 
Carolin l, in order to induce them 
to return to thei allewianee, and to 
be ready to jou the kingr’s troops. 
It was laid, that the helping hand 
of every man was wanted to re-etta- 
blith peace and rood ON crnment: 


and that as the commander in chief 


withed not to draw the king’s friends 
into danver, while anv doubt could 
remain ot their fuces fs; to now 
that this was certain, he trufted 
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that one and all would heartily join, 
and, by a general concurrence, give 
eftect to fuch neceflary meafures for 
that purpofe, as from time to time 
might be pointed out. Thole who 
had families were to form a militia 
to remaim at home, and occationall 
to aflemble in their own diftriéts, 
when required, under othecers of 
the own chuling, tor the mainte. 
nance of peace and good order, 
Thofe who had no tamilies, and 
who could conveniently be {pared 
for a time, it was prefumed, would 
cheartully affitt his majetty’s troops 
in driving ther « ppreflors, acting 
unde the sethosioy of Congret 
and all the miferies of war, tar from 
that colony. kor this purpote it 
was faid to be neceflary, that the 
young men fhould be ready to at 
femble when required, and to ferve 
with the king’s troop’s for any fix 
months of the enfuing twelve that 
might be found requilite, under pro- 
per regulations. ‘They might chule 
otheers to each company to com 
mand them, and were to be allowed, 
when on fervice, pay, ammunition, 
and provifions, in the fame mannet 
as the king’s troops. When they 
jomed the army, cach man was to 
be furntthed with a certificate, de- 
claring that he was only enegaced 
to ferve asa militia-man tor the tune 
{pecitied ; that he was not to be 
marched beyond North-Carolina 
and Georgia; and that, when the 
timc was out, he was treed trom ail 
claims whatever of military fervice, 
excepting the common and ufual mi- 
litia duty where he lived. He would 
then, it was faid, have paid his debe 
to his country, and be entitled to 
enjoy undifturbed that peace, liber- 
ty, and property, at home, which 
he had contributed to fecure. ‘The 
proclamations and publications of 
General Clinton appear to have 
produced 
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produced fome effect in South Ca- 
rolina; though they probably ope- 
rated chiefly upon thofe who were 
before not much inclined to the caufe 
of American independence. Two 
hundred and ten of the inhabitants 
of Charles Town, figned an addrefs 
to General Clinton, and Admiral 
Arbuthnot, foliciting to be re-ad- 
mitted to the character and condi- 
tion of Britifh tubjeéts, the inhabi- 
tants of that city having been hither- 
to confidered as prifoners on parole ; 
declaring, their difapprobation ot 
the doétrine of American indepen- 
dency; and exprefling their regret, 
that after the repeal of thole fta- 
tutes which gave rife to the troubles 
in America, the overtures made by 
his maictty’s commiffioners had not 
been regarded by the Congrets. 
Sir Henry Clinton, in one of the 
proclamations ifluec at this time, 
declared, that if any perfons fhould 
thenceforward appear in arms, in 
Order to pr the eftablifhment 
of his majyefty’s government in that 
country, ot fhould, under any ’ pre- 
tence or authority wig weit at 
tempt to compel any othe 
or perions to do fo, oO) ni Oo (| yould 
hinder or intimidate the king’s faith- 
ful and loyal fubjects from joining 
his forces, 


‘Vent 


perion 


or otherwite performing 
thefe duties their allegiance = re- 
quired, fuch perfons thould be 
treated with the urmoitt feverity, and 
their eftates be immediately feized 
io order to be confilcated. 

General Clinton detached carl 
Cornwallis, with a body of troops, 
up the north. fide of ihe river Santee, 
to attack any troops or militia whic h 
nicht be found in the fervice of the 
Congrefs. Accordingly, his lord- 
fhip having received information, 
that there were fome Virginian 
troops, under the command of col. 
Burford, at Wacfaw, near the line 
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which divides North from South 
Carolina, he fent lieutenant-colonel 
Tarleton, with 7oo light troops on 
horfeback, to ateack them, That 
brave and aétive officer procecded 
with the utmoft celerity, marching 
10¢ miles in s4 hours. When he 
came up to the Americans, which 
was on the 29th of May, he re- 
quired them to furrender themielves 
priloners of war, with their arms 
and ammunition: but he agreed to 
permit the officers to return to their 


habitations, on parole, ull they 
were exchanged; to allow them 
their fide-arms, private baggage, 


and horfes ; and to let the milina- 
foldiers return to their habitations 
on parole: only the continental 
foldicrs were to go to Lampriere’s- 
point, or any neighbouring poft, 
tillthey were ‘exchanged, He gave 
them half an hour to confider of 
thefe terms; but the Americans re- 
fuling to comply, though nearly 
furrounded with ‘Tarleton’s troops, 
and contifting of not half his num- 
bers, a bloody ation enfued. Two 
hundred and fixty-three of the 
Americans were killed and wound- 


ed, though they feem not to have 
amounte< in the whole to many 
more than three hundred. Few 


cleaped: and only ¢3 prifoners were 
taken except the wounded. The 
killed and wounded of the king’s 
troops amounted to no more than 
feventcen. So many of the Ame- 
ricans were put to the fword on this 
ocealion, confidering the fmnallnefs 
of their numbers, that it was termed 
by them a maflacre; and indeed, 
it does appear to have been one of 
thoie actions, in the courfe of this 
unhappy war, in which, whatever 
commendation the king’s troops 
ight be entitled to for their aéti- 
vity and ardour, they had no claim 
to the praife of humanity, 
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The raveges of war did not pre- 
vent the Americans from paying 
fome attention to the arts of peace. 
On the gth.of May ap act pailed, 
by the'council and hoyle of repre- 
fentatives of Maflachufett’s bay, 
for incorporating and cftablifhing a 
fociety for the cultivation and pro- 


‘motion of the Artsand Sciences. It 


was to beentitled the American Aca- 
demy of Arts and Sciences; the 
firit members were named in the act: 
and they were never to be more 
than two hundred, nor lefs than tor- 
ty. It was declared in the act, that 
the end and defign of the inftitu- 


‘tion of the faid academy, was to 


promote and encourage the know- 
ledge of the antiquitics of America, 
and of the natural hiltory of the 
country; and to determine the ules 
to which its various natural produc- 
tions might be apphed; to pro- 
mote and encourage medicinal dif- 
coveries; mathematical ditquilitions ; 
philofophical enquiries and experi- 
‘ments; aftronomical, meteorologi- 
cal, and geographical obfervations ; 
and improvements in agriculture, 
arts, manutactures, and commerce; 
and, in fine, to cultivate every art 
and feience, which might tend to 
advance the intere{t, honour, digni- 
ty, and happinets, of a free, inde- 
pendant, and virtuous people. 
Some doubts having ariien in the 
Congrefs, towards the clofe of the 
preceding year, about the propricty 


of their aflembling in the city of 
Philadelphia, it was now refolved 
that they fhould continue to meer 
there: and a committee of three 
members was appointed, to report a 
proper place where buildings might 
be provided for the reception of the 
Congrefs, together with an eftimate 
of the expence of providing fuch 
buildings, and the neceflary offices 
for the feveral boards. It was alfo 
refolved by the Congrefs, that a mo- 
nument fhould be erected to the me- 
mory of their late genersl, Richard 
Montgomery, who tell at Qucbee, 
in teftimony of bis fignal and im- 
portant fervices to the United States 
ot America, with an infeription 
expreflive of his amiable character 
and heroic atchievements ; and that 
the continental treafurers fhould be 
directed to advance a fum ROC e€x- 
ceeding 300]. to Dr. Franklin, to 
detray the expence; that gentleman 
being detired to caule the monument 
to be executed at Paris, or in fome 
other part of France. 

It was likewile refolved by the 
Congrefs, that a court fhould be efta- 
blithed, for the trial of all appeals 
from the court of admiralty ot the 
United States of America, in cafes 
of capture, to confitt of three judges, 
appointed and commitlioned by Con- 
grefs and who were to take an oath 
ot othce; and that the trials in this 
court fhould be determined by the 
ulage of nations, 
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Meeting of Parliament after the Rece/ 
Minifer in favour of Ireland. 


f York prelented to the Houle of Commons by Sir George Saville. 
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P. X. 


Debates occafioned by another Bill 
Petition from the Co 


Debates 


- sae nfe of Peers, occafioned by a Motion of the Earl of Shelburne, for 


apo! 'g a Co 


mine into the public Expenditure, 

“HE firtt bufinefs of importance 
“| in which the Houfe of Com- 
mons engiged after the recefs, was 
the deliberating upon a bill brought 
in by lord North on the 24th of 
January, 1750, in co nformity to, 
and in purfuance ot the propotitions 
which he had before ftated to the 
houte, tor allowing ** the trade be- 
mween Lreland and the Brittth colomies 
and plantations in America and the 
Wett-Indies, and the Britifh fettle- 

Atrica, to be 
manner as it 1s 
cen Great Bri- 


ments on the coatt 
like 


betw 


carried on in 


Pie 
now carrnea on 


tain and the fatd colonies and fettle- 
inents.”” Lord George Gordon call- 
ed upon the miniiter to inform the 
houle, what reception the people ot 
Irclond had given to what had al- 
reddy been done in favour of that 
kinedom This intormation, he 
faid, oueht tobe eiven to parliament, 
bet ny tarther fleps relative to 
Ireland were taken. Ile atlerted, 
that withttanding the addreti oO! 
the Inth parlia he had the bett 
Information, that the p ople of tha 
country were not contented; that 
the d  affociations required 
more than was contained in the pro- 
polit which had been laid betore 


the mini- 
itthev did note pect it 


the Britith parliament bi 


a matter of favour, but demand- 
ed it 4 matter ot right. His 
lo aihip lf tonrew out foin intima- 
tions of the danec: of a rebellion in 
that kingdom, It was faid by the 


mittee of Members of both Houfes of Parliament, fo ¢xa- 
and to promote a Retrenchment of it. 


minifter, in reply, that it was wéll 
known, that his propofitions, and 
what had been already done in favout 
of Ireland, had been received by 
the parliament of that kingdom with 
fatisfaction and with gratitude: and 
that there was every reafon to hope, 
that the connection between the two 
kingdoms would be more intimate 
and tirm than ever, and that the be- 
nefits of it would be reaped by both. 
Lord Irnham informed the houfe, 
that he had lately been in Ireland, 
and had been prefent in the parlia- 
ment of that kingdom: that the 
propofitions of lord North had 
civen creat fatisfaction both to the 
parliame it and people; that there 
was not the (mallet appearance of 
difcontent in that kingdom; but 
that, rr contrary, all was cor- 
di: lity and frie ndihip towards Eng- 
land. ‘Thomas Eeerton remark- 
ed, that tinier, when queftions of 
commerce refpectine Ireland had 
been in the feveral manu- 
facturing towns of the kingdom had 
applied to parliament, and urged 
ir fituation, as ano bieétion to the 
matters then under ditcuffion ; plead- 
ing, that in reliance on the good 
faith of param ‘nt they had put 
themfelves into that fituation, and 
that therefore it would be unjuft to 
9 rant to Ireland what mutt materially 


on 


avitation, 


thei 


affect their intereft. The cafe now, 
he faid, was much altered; it was 
no longer a quefhion of commerce 


but a quettion of great national im- 
portance ; 
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portance; for which reafon the fe- 
veral places in the ay ony likely 
to be affected by what had already 
been done, and by what more re- 
mained to be done for Ireland, had 
thought it decent and dutiful to re- 
main filent, and to truft altogether 
to the wifliom and juftice of parlia- 
ment. But he hoped, that a bad 
ufe would not be made of their for- 
bearance; that all confideration of 
their intereft would not be abandon- 
ed; but that the prefent bill would 
be deliberately difcufled; fo that 
there might be no caufe of com- 
laint from any party hereafter. The 
bil at length pafled, though not 
without fome farther oppofition from 
lord George Gordon, and one or 
two other members. 


Mr. Turner, member for the city 


of York, made a complaint of the 
non-attendance of the members of 
that houfe to their duty in parlia- 
ment. It was fhameful, he faid, to 
the laitdegree, to behold St. Stephen’s 
walls fo much deferted. It was ab- 
furd vo talk of the reprefentatives of 
the people being in that houie; they 
were not to be found there; though 
they were marching in fuch troops 
about the town, that he met them 
at the corner of almoft every ftreet. 
The confequence, he faid, he be- 
lieved, would be, that the contfti- 
tuent body of the people, finding 
themfelves without reprefentatives 
except in name, and that they had 
in reality none to conduct their pub- 
lic or private interefts or concerns, 
would, inftead of fending reprefen- 
tatives either there or ellewhcre, at 
length wifcly determine to conduct 
their own affairs. 

When a motion was made by the 
minifter, that Dr. Horne, prefident 
of Magadalen college, Oxford, fhould 
preach before the houfe on the 4th 
of February following, which was 
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the day appointed for a genera! faft, 
Jord George Gordon remarked, that 
whoever had of late years advifed 
his majelty to order a faft to te 
generally obferved throughout the 
kingdom, had done much ferious 
mifchief. At leaft, he faid, the fat 
ought to be confined to England, 
and not extended to Scotland: for 
whenever a faft had been ordered in 
that kingdom, the popular preachers 
there had made a practice of inter- 
weaving politics in their difcourfes, 
and had preached up Jehu, Reho- 
bean, and the wicked Ahab. They 
reprefented thefe Jewith princes as 
having departed from the principles 
of their forefathers, and deduced 
from their conduét remarks highly 
prejudicial to the interefts of the 
ftate ; and peculiarly dangerous, his 
lordfip added, in thefe popith times; 
efpecially among thofe who were in- 
clined to deem the king a tyrant, and 
to ufe language equally indecent and 
unwarrantable. The fame noble 
lord about this time gave confider- 
able interruption to the proceedings 
of the houfe, by reading pamphlets, 
and letters in news-papers, on Irith 
affairs, as parts of his {peeches, and 
by behaving otherwife in a very 
whimfical and eccentric manner. 
On the Sth of February, the pe- 
tition from the county of York 
was prefented to the houfe by fir 
George Saville. The houfe was un- 
ufually full, and the gallery was 
crowded. A deep filence, and a 
fixed attention prevailed on both 
fides of the houfe, when fir George 
arofe to exprefs the fenfe of his con- 
fticuents. He had the honour, he 
faid, to reprefent a very extenfive, a 
very populous, a very mercantile, 
manufacturing, and rich county. 
From that county he now prefented 
a petition, fubfcribed by more than 
eight thoufand frecholders. It was 
not 
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nota petition about brid res, or roads, 
or inclofure bills, fubjects which of- 
ten employed much of the time of 
that houfe, but it related to the ge- 
neral interefts of the nation. The 
people had heard, he obferved, that 
a regard to private intereft, in that 
houfe, prevented the members of it 
from doing their duty to their con- 
ftiruents. The people felt feverely 
the preflure of heavy taxes, and yet 
were told, that the money which 
they could fo ill fpare, was waited 
protufely, without producing any 


good, nay, to the production of 


many bad effects. They, there- 
fore, folicited, that enquiry might 
be made into the expenditure of that 
money; thatit there were any ex- 
orbitant falaries, they might be re- 
duced; and that if there were any 
ufelefs places, or unmerited penfions, 
they might be abolifhed. Thefe, 
Sir George faid, were the great ob- 
jects to which 8000 of his conttitu- 
ents had exprefsly required . that 
houfe to direct their immedute at- 
tention. They had reprefented thefe 
things:in their petition calmly, and 
with moderation. Nothiny was faid 
ot the conduct of the minifters; no 
ftrictures were made on their paft 
meatures; and the moft pointed care 
had been taken to fhun all appear- 
ance of party. They grounded 
their application on the too manitett 
and acknowledged calamities with 
which the nation was furrounded. 
They did not take upon themfelves 
to dictate any particular mode of en- 
quiry, or redrefs of the grievances 
of which they complained. They 
did not initruct parliament where 
they were to go, nor what particu- 
lar fteps they were to take. They 
only expected, from the wifdom and 
integrity of the reprefentatives of the 
people, that they fhould not be put 


off with palliative, excufes, fhuf- 


HISTORY. 7 


fling artifices, or partial expedients, 
Mock enguirtes would not anfwer 
their expectations. 

Sir George remarked, that it was 
often intinuated, in order to detract 
from the weight of petitions, that 
they were procured by underhand 
arts, or by publicly canvatling for 
them; or it was alledged, that the 
petitioners were of no great impor- 
tance; but that no fuch infinuations 
vould be juft in the prefent cafe. 
The petition from the county of 
York was firtt moved in a meeting of 
upwards of. fix hundred gentlemen: 
and there was more property in the 
hall in which it was agreed to, than 
was contained within the walls of 
the Houie of Commons. The pe- 
tition was the refult of the common 
teclings of a numerous people: the 
caufe was as general as the effect: it 
was the fame voice that founded in 
Yorkthire, which would foon be 
heard am other parts of the country. 
He knew, he faid, that the admini- 
{tration would not dare to refule 
giving the petition a hearing: but 


it Was an_¢aly matter to hear a peti- 


tion, and to put it off without com- 


plying with the prayer of it. . The 
minifter might not object to having 


the petition read; he might profefs 


great regard for the petitioners, and 


an anxious concern fortheirinterefts ; 
he might even go fo far as to con- 


fent toenquire intothealledged griev- 


ances, and to fix.a time and a come 
mittee for that purpofe; and yet it 
might ftill be his fecret purpofe to 
deteat the end of the petition. He 
therefore called upon the noble lord 
to fpeak out, and to declare openly 
whether he meant to countenance 
and fupport the petition, or not. 
This, he faid, would be acting in a 
manly manner, and be much more 
worthy of him, than the arts of mi- 
nifterial cratt and finefle. Lord 
North 
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North fomewhat hurt by 
this mode of addrefe: but did not 
give a very direct anfwer. The pe- 
tition having been read, in con{e- 
of x motion for that pu es 
which was not oppofed, his lordfhip 
faid, that it fhould have his content 
to lie on the table for fome time, as 
is ufual in fuch cafes, for the peru- 
fai of the members: that the houte, 
he doubted not, would take it into 
their ferious confideration; and af- 
ter enquiring into the facts alledged, 
after weighmg the merits of the 
caufe, would trecly and impartially 
decide, according to the beft of their 
judgment, in fuch a manner, as to 
confult the good of the petitioners, 
without lofing fight of that of the 
country in general. A_ petition, 
ro ely prefented, would always, 
he oped, meet in that houfe with a 
fair and candid attention. He ob- 
ferved, that it was not fair afd can- 
did to fuppofe that if an enquiry 
was undertaken, with re{pect to the 
objects of the wen it would be 
done with finifter and partial views. 
Nor mutt the houfe confider his pro- 
ceeding to raife the neceflary fup- 
plies, as any difrefpect to the peti- 
trons 9The petition would be neither 
formally, nor virtually negatived, 
although the confideration of it was 
not perterred to all other butinefs. 
The fupplies had been voted, and 
it would be neceflary, without much 
longer delay, to enter on the fubject 
of waysand means. Mr. Fox {poke 
in favour of the petition from the 
county of York: and petitions were 
alfo prefented of the fame purport, 
from the city of York, from the 
city of Briitol, and from the town 
of Nottingham. 

The fame day a long debate took 
place im the Houfe of Peers, in con- 
fequence of a motion made by the 
Karl of Sheiburne, of which he had 
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given notice previoufly to the recefs, 
r appointing a committee of mem. 
bers of both houfes of parliament, 
poflefiing neither employments nor 
penfions, to examine without delay 
into the public expenditure, and the 
mode of accounting for the fame. 
Fis lordfhip obferved, that as it was 
his intention to act openly, diredtly, 
and fairly, he had given notice of 
the motion which he now made 
full eight wecks before, in order 
that their lordilips might be fully 
acquainted with its import, its ten- 
dency, and the feveral great objects 
which it evidently embraced. As 
it had lain fo long on their Insdthips’ 
table, for therr perufal and examina- 
tion, and as the matter contained m 
it was of public mtereft and concern, 
he crafted it would meet with a full, 
grave, and impartial difcuffion. 
The great point, his lordfhip faid, 
to which all bis wifes tended, and 
to efiect which his motion was chiefly 
framed, was to annihijate the undue. 
influences; operatmg upon both 
houfes of parlianient, andito eftablith 
power inthe place of it: a-contti- 
tutional power inftead of an uncon- 
ftitutiofiabinfluence. The latter was 
the cutie and bane; and would, if 
not timely eradicated,» prove the 
deftruction of this country. . the 
former, whethér defertbed under the 
name of prerogative, or patronage, 
orthe natural influence of the crown, 
grew out of the nature of the con- 
ititution. It was influence which 
had contributed fo fully to the rum 
of this country. It had got intoovr 
navy’, intoour army, into both houfes 
of parliament, and into every depart- 
ment both civil and military. It 
was the great fource from whenceal- 
moft all promovion fprang. It was 
the only direct and certain road to 
preferment. The  conttirutional 
powcr of the crown, in rewarding 
proteilional 
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rofeffonal merit, in ftimulating 
candidates for martial fame to great 
and glorious actions, in exciting a 
noble and generous fpirit of emula- 


tion, was loft in the accurfed gulf 


of influence. The unworthy, the 
fervile, and the grovelling rejoiced, 
becaufe they faw, that when the 
power of the crown degenerated into 
mere influence, the means moft like- 
ly to procure preferment or favour 
were of a nature perfe&lly congenial 
to their own minds, On the other 
band, the able veteran, the man of 
high honour and diftinguifhed inte- 
grity, was fure either to be overlook- 
ed, or to fuffer under daily o¢cafions 
of mortification and difguft. Such 
was the confequence of the undue 
influence of he crown, operating 
upon parliament, as contrafted to 
the folid, natural, conftitutional pow- 
er of the crown, which formed part 
of the effential, inherent rights and 
appendages of royalty, in this limit- 
ed government; and which was what 
principally. conftituted the bafis of 
the independence of the crown upon 
the other two branches of the legifla- 
ture. The fovereign had the power 
of conferring all favours and graces ; 
the appointment of officers civil 
and military ; the beftowing of titles 
of rank and honour. Thefe were 
great and high prerogatives, but 
were placed very properly, and of 
courfe gave him a great and exten- 
five influence; and attached to the 
fovereign thofe, who, in their differ- 
ent ftations, experienced his notice 
and attention. But the influence 
which he had been cenfuring, his 
lordfhip faid, reverfed the whole or- 
der of things. The power which 
fhould originate, and folely origi- 
nate with the prince, began in par- 
lament. It was from thence that 
all pretenfions to favour were efta- 
— and inftead of confidering 
1780. 
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real claims, the perfonal vote, or 
parliamentary weight and connec. 
tions, were put into the fcale again 
long fervice, great abilities, expe- 
rience, and all the qualifications 
neceflary to confticute the ftatefman,’ 
the feaman, or the foldier, Thua’ 
was the crown deprived of its native’ 
and proper influence, while an in- 
fluence of another kind was fubfti- 
tuted in its ftead, as the price o 
creating an undue and unconttitu- 
tional influence in parliament. To! 
reftore to the crown its conftitutional! 
power, to render parliament indé- 
pendent, and to place government 
upon its only true foundations, wif 
dom, juftice, and publi¢ virtue; 
which will ever fecure the confidence 
and affection of the people, this, 
the noble Earl faid, was his mot 
earneft wifh, and this could not be’ 
effected without ftriking at the root 
of parliamentary corruption 
His lordfhip rocteded to enter 
into along detail relative to the mode’ 
of contracting the public debts, their 
enormous magnitude, the high rate’ 
of intereft at which the nation was 
compelled to borrow, and the fhame- 
ful waite of public money, in every 
branch of the national expenditure: 
and endeavoured to fhew, that un- 
lefs an immediate and effectual plan 
of economy was adopted, it would 
be hardly poffible for the nation to 
continue the war in which it was en- 
gaged. It was indeed, he faid, a 
moft ruinous and difgraceful war, 
into which the minifter had led the 
people by degrees, and almoft im- 
perceptibly, till he had fo far plu» gs 
ed them, that there was not a poffi- 
bility of retreat. To fupport this 
war, the minifter had borrowed, year 
after year, upon fictitious and un- 
productive taxes, and anticipated the 
produce of the finking fund to anfwer 
his own views; one time employing 
G it 
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it Wikhout the leave or confent. of 
parliament; another, anticipating 
it, in order to keep the evil day as 
fax off as poffible. But all this ma- 
t would in the end avail 
nanines for fuch burthens muft be 
laid upon the people, for the fup- 
port of the war, as would make all 
the evil of it appear in its full mag- 
nitude. Thirteen millions, he un- 
derftood, would be wanted for the 
fervice of the prefent year. The 
minifter coma intent folely upon 
borrowing, and to have loft fight of 
every idea of decreafing the debt. 
The finking fund, that only, and that 
thin partition between public credit 
and national bankruptcy, was giving 
way; and, if not ipeedily propped 
a fupported, a fal) alrogether. 
The power of the minifter over the 
public purfe, his lordfhip faid, was a 
matter much to be lamented, and 
was big with national calamity. It 
was the abufe of this power, in the 
early ftages of the fatal bufinefs re- 
Sing America, that led us into 
at civil war; that hoodwinked us, 
though on the very verge of an aw- 
ful precipice; that loft us our colo- 
nies; and, at length, involved us 
in a war with France and Spain. 
And, finally, which was worfe than 
all, it was the pofiedfion of the purle 
that created that corrupt and dan- 
gerous influence in parliament, 
which, whilft it put into the mi- 
nifter’s hands the means of delufion, 
at the fame time ferved to fortity 
him in his mad career, and that too 
even withouta profpect of punifhing 
him for the enormity of his crimes. 
It ic had amounted merely to a 
waite of public money; if pres 
were burthened only to gratify the 
proflitute, unprincipled, and avari- 
gious, the evil, though great, might 
have been remedied. But when the 
crane was coupled with more fatal 
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confequences; in parricular, that of 
procuring majorities to fupport a 
wicked, bloody, and unjuft war; 
when it was the price paid for diffe. 
vering her colonies from the Britifh 
eg when it enabled minifters 
to icduce the nation into a war with 
the united power of the houfe of 
Bourbon; and, finally, when it was 
the caufe of fhedding the blood of 
one hundred thoufand Britith fub- 
jects, then, indeed, the power of 
fuch a minifter, fo employed, was a 
greater curfe by far, and, deferved 
more to be deprecated, than pefti- 
lence or than famine. It was to 
prevent, the noble Earl faid, the 
countenance of thefe evils; it was 
to defeat this corrupt and fatal in- 
fluence, that the motion, which he 
now laid before their lordfhips, was 
foley intended. 

The mode of incurring the pub- 
lic expenditure, and of voting the 
fupplies, and accounting for the mo- 
nics fo voted, all united in creating 
this corrupt and unconttitutional 
power which he had been defcribing, 
Every opportunity had been em- 
braced of extending that power ; and 
this had appeared to be the object 
even of the acts of parliament that 
had been paffed for the regulation of 
the Eaft-India com any. For the 
fame fpeculation in foie continued, 
the fame fource of illicit commerce 
was open, and the fame enormities 
were practifed. No one regulation 
of importance, no real retorm of 
government in India had taken place, 
cither for the eafe and conveniences 
of the natives, the happinefs of fo- 
ciety in general, or for the honour 
and dignity of the Britifh character. 
His lordfhip was alfo extremely fe- 
vere upon contractors in general, 
particularly fuch of them as enjoyed 
feats in parliament; contending, that 
they were acurfe to this country; 
I not 
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not only for the immenfe fortunes 
they amaffed by public rapine and 

junder, but the undue and corrupt 
influence they put into the hands of 
the minifter. 

One object of reformation that he 
had in view by his motion, his lord- 
fhip faid, was, that of putting an 
“a to all intricacy of accounts, and 
faving the public an immente fum, 
by getting their money accounts 
kept, as every private tradefman’s 
might be, for nothing. This he 
meant to enforce by moving a refo- 
jution in the committee, that all 
public money fhould be paid into 
the Bank of England, immediately 
after it was collected. ‘The prefent 
offices of the revenue, he obierved, 
were inconceivably chargeable, and 
tho’ they were extremely numerous, 
they afforded no check or fecurity to 
the public whatever. The Bank 
was now the proper*place of national 
depofit, it was perfectly fafe, and 
mutt be regarded as preferable to any 
other treafury. In arguing this 
point, his lordthip drew a compari- 
fon between the mode of making 
payments followed by private trad- 
ing companies, and that adopted by 
government; fhewing how compli- 
cate, intricate, and expenfive, the 
latter was, and how cheap and fimple 
the former. He declared, that his 
motion was intended to embrace all 
the greater objects of reformation, 
but not to meddle or interfere with 
any of the fmaller: that there 
were feveral which might eafily be 
comprehended in a fingle act of par- 
liament; fuch as a refumption of 
the 100,000l. lately granted in an- 
nual addition tothe King’s civil litt. 
There were alfo others that might 
be fo provided for: but he would 
not anticipate them, becaufe he un- 
derftood that an ingenious gentle- 
man of the other houfe intended in 
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a day or two to introduce a plan for 
that purpofe. 

His motion, he farther obferved, 
was not of a nature novel to parlia- 
ment. For in former times, parti- 
cularly in the years 1702, 1703, 
and in 1717, there had been com- 
miffioners of accounts appointed by 
act of parliament. A committee, 
fuch as his motion went to the ap- 
pointment of, and thefe commiifion- 
ers of accounts, he conceived to be 
exactly fimilar, The objects he 
meant to be principally the fubject 
of inquiry were thefe: 

1. That all public expences fhould 
be limited and bound down to the 
compa{s and extent of the grants of 
parhament, previoufly made for the 
rc{pective tervices, excepting in par- 
ticular and unavoidable cafes of fo- 
reign war, and military operations 
at a diftance trom home, and there 
the excefs to be a matter of indem- 
nity; the officer over-drawing the 
grants of parliament to ftand in the 
hight of a criminal, till his accounts 
were fairly ftated, and fo approved 
by parliament, as to warrant their 
granting him an indemnity. 

2. That all contraéts whatever 
fhould be laid open, publicly ad- 
vertiled, and given to the beft bid- 
der, without tavour or partiality. 

3 To abolifh all finecure places, 
and ufelefs offices, to which high 
falaries and emoluments were an- 
nexed, 

4. To abolifh all offices, what- 
ever their falaries or appointments, 
that anfwered no other end but that 
of increafing the undue and uncon- 
ftitutional influence of the crown. 

His lordfhip ufed a variety of oth x 
arguments in fupport and illuftration 
of his motion: and it was feconded 
by the Earl of Coventry. That no- 
bleman obferved, that he had fpent 
the greateft part of the lait recefs in 
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the country, and was both aftonithed 
and mortified to find all his fears and 
apprehenfions fo fully realized, rela- 
tive to the fall of rents, and the 
decreafe in the value of land. He 
mentioned a ftriking inftance of the 
fatter that had happened with ref- 
to an eftate in Northampton- 
eo of the late Earl of Halifax, 
which had been lately fold for cigh- 
teen years purchafe, though a tew 
years before it would have fold for 
thirty. This might ferve as aftandard 
whereby to eftimate the value of the 
whole landed property of the king- 
dom, whether as affecting the land- 
lord or tenant, He therefore, fub- 
mitted it to their lordfhips wifdom 
and ferious confideration, whether 
it did not behove them, both in ref- 
pect to the public and their own pri- 
vate intcreft, not only to recommend, 
but to exert themfelves to the ut- 
moft, to promote the mott rigid aco- 
nomy; fuchas might tend to lighten 
the burthens of the people, and to 
prevent one part of the community 
from opprefling and preying upon 
the other, and might direct the trea- 
fures of the nation into their proper 
channels. But in the midft of 
the public calamities, his lordthip 
faid, he could perceive one ray of 
hope break in, to cheer us in our 
furrounding diftrefles. This was, 
that a majority of the nation, 
men of every party and defcrip- 
tion, feemed to be of opinion, that 
nothing but a general reform could 
fave this country. A change of mi- 
niftry, and an eeconomical expendi- 
ture of the public money, was the 
general cry; and he trufled, if the 
ople themfelves were fincere and 
rm, that the falvation of this coun- 
try might yet be effected. 
The motion was oppofed by Lord 
Stormont, fecretary of ftate. He 
faid he had two principal obje€tions 
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to it, both of which, in his opi- 
nion, were infurmountable. The 
firft was, the impropriety, and in- 
decd incompetency, of one houfe of 
parliament coming to a refolution, 
which was eventually to bind and 
conclude the proceedings of another 
houfe of parliament. The houfe 
of lords had no more power or aus 
thority over the houfe of commons, 
than the latter over the former. It 
was, therefore, in the higheft degree 
abfurd and nugatory to refolve or 
vote what, when refolved or voted, 
carried with it no efficacy whatever 
without thofe walls. It woukd not 
only be nugatory, butit would carry 
a moft unfavourable and fufpicious 
appearance, as if what might bear 
only the appearance of ignorance, 
was artfully intended, if complied 
with or affented to, to be hereatter 
drawn into precedent. The fecond 
objection was, that the motion im- 
plied in it an improper interterence 
of that houfe, in the firft inftance, 
of inquiring into, reforming, and 
controlling the public expenditure. 
This was an exclufive, inherent pri- 
vilege of thé other houle, which 
they would never part with upon any 
account, directly or indirectly, by 
compofition, compromife, or com- 
pact. It muft mifcarry, if attempted ; 
and would probably gg attended with 
the moft fatal confequence, that of 
retarding and interrupting the pub- 
lic bufinefs of the nation. His 
lordfhip obferved, that fuch difputes 
had arifen in the beginning of Queen 
Anne’s reign, which produced great 
heats and difagreements within doors, 
and much ditlatisfaction and difcone 
tent without; infomuch, that the 
Queen was obliged to diffolve her 
parhament, in order to prevent mat- 
ters from being brought to extremi- 
ty. Contefts between both houfes, 
ought, at all times, and on all oc- 
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cafions to be carefully provided a- 
gaintt, and prevented. But much 
more fo, in feafons of great difficulty, 
fuch as the prefent confeffedly was; 
when, of courfe, harmony and mu- 
tual confidence were become indifpen- 
fably neceffary to the carrying on of 
public bufinels, and the fafety of the 
ftate. Independently otf thefe ob- 
jections, it might be obierved, that 
the accountant bills pafled, during 
the reigns of King Willjam and 
Queen Anne, were difcontinued, 
fince the year 17:5, becaufe they 
were found to anfwer no good pur- 
pofe; to have proved nugatory as to 
the attainment of any fubftantial or 
defirable object; and to have ori- 
ginated and been promoted by party : 
fo that when the houfe of Hanover 
came to be more firmly eftablifhed 
on the throne; when fa¢tion, tu- 
mult, and fedition, were crufhed; 
and when the continual fluétuation 
of councils, which perplexed and 
diftraéted the two preceding reigns, 
gave way to fteadinefs and ftability, 
there was an end to the annual law 
of examining, controuling, and ftat- 
ing the public accounts of the king- 
dom, 

His lordthip alfo made fome ftric- 
tures on the real intention of bring- 
ing forward the motion of the noble 
Earl at the prefent time. He affirm- 
ed, that it was meant to combine 
the motion with the petitions now 
before, and daily prefenting, to the 
other houfe: and that as the peti- 
tions themfelves had been promoted 
by the moft unjuftifiable and im- 
proper means, fo the motion cer- 
tainly was meant to bear a relation to 
them, in order to embarrafs gove¢n- 
ment, and throw an odium on ‘his 
majefty’s confidential advifers, The 
petitions and theiy contents were in 
general created; and when they 
keemed to arife fpontaneoufly, and 


HISTORY: Be 


from fentiment, which he believed 
was the cafe in very few inftances, 
they were founded in no better than 
abfurd, impracticable notions of 
public reformation, and fpecious 
theories, which were calculated to 
miflead the nation; becaufe they 
were directed to what, if attainable 
at all, muft in fact undermine .the 
conftitution, and finally lead to pubs 
lic confufion. 

Both the petitions of the people, 
and the motion of the noble Earl, 
were vindicated by the Duke of 
Grafton. His grace obferved, that 
he had but juft returned from the 
country, and, trom his own certain 
knowledge, could lay his hand upon 
his breaft, and declare upon his ho- 
nour, that the {pirit of difcontent and 
diffatistaction was almoft univerfally 
gone forth, and that the petitions 
exprefled the genuine «ntiments of 
the people, As to the point of in- 
formality which was fuppofed to be 
in the motion, and which was fo 
much laboured, if this was the only 
objection to it, it might foon be re- 
moved. ‘The principle of the mo- 
tion, public reformation, and na- 
tional coeconomy, formed the great 
object; it was no matter how the 
motion was new framed, altered, and 
modified, fo that thefe were pro- 
moted; and, in any alterations of 
this kind, he knew that the. noble 
Earl with whom the motion origi- 
nated, would readily concur. 

The Earl of Chetterfield contend- 
ed, that the majority of the people 
were extremely well contented under 
the prefent government, and that 
the county petitions and affociations 
were the latt ftruggles of an expir- 
ing faction, who, by inflammatory 
fpeeches and mifreprefentations, had 
endeavoured to promote infurreétions 
in Ireland: and having failed in that 
attempt, now fought, by fimilar 
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means, to fow diffention in this 
kingdom. But he had no doubt, 
that meafures equally wife and effi- 
cacious with thofe which had been 
adopted in refpect to the fifter king- 
dom, would likewife defeat the de- 
figns of fuch as wifhed to involve 
their country in civil confufion. 
His lordthip alfo ftrongly objected 
to that part of the motion, which 
was intended to exclude perfons en- 
joying places under government 
from the propofed committee, as it 
imported, that whoever was called 
upon to advife, affift, or ferve his 
fovereign, was, by that circum- 
ftance alone, incapacitated from 
ferving his country. Such an idea 
was no lefs ungenerous than unjuf: 
for it amounted to an actual con- 
demnation of all his Majefty’s fer- 
vants, without one tittle of proof 
to fupport ik. 

The Marquis of Rockingham de- 
fended the motion; and obferved, 
that he had never loft fight of one 
great object fince the commence- 
ment of the prefent reign: and this 
was, the fyftem eftablifhed as foon 
as his me be Majefty afcended the 
throne: namely, a fixed determina- 
tion to govern this cauntry under 
the forms of law, through the in- 
fluence of the crown. He had no 
fooner perceived this fyftem, than 
he fet fis face againft it, and had 
now, for upwards of feveenteen 

ears, endeavoured to defeat its 
intended effects. Every thing with- 
in and without, whether in cabinet, 
parliament, or elfewhere, carried 
about it the moft evident and un- 
equivocal marks of fuch a fyftem: 
the whole awconomy of executive 
government, in all its branches, 
proclaimed it, whether profeflional, 
deliberative, or official. The fup- 
porters of itin print, in books, pam- 
phicts, and news-papers, avowed 
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it, and defended it without referve: 
It was early in the prefent reign 
promulgated, as a court axiom, that 
“ the power and influence of the 
crown alone was fufficient to fu 
port any fet of men his Majetty 
might think proper to call to his 
councils.”” The fact bore evidence 
of its truth: for, through the in- 
fluence of the crown, majorities had 
been procured to fupport any men, 
or any meafures, which an adminitftra- 
tion, thus conftituted, thought proper 
todictate. This was theorigin of all 
our national misfortunes, the latter 
being no more than the confequence 
of the principle which gave birth 
to the meafures that produced them. 
He was ready to avow, in his place, 
that as the meafures of the prefent 
reign contained the fulleft teftimony 
of the principle which called them 
into being, fo they bore every in- 
ternal ical Goitiiiad evidence of their 
dangerous and alarming origin: for 
taking and combining them toge- 
ther, they formed and prefented fuch 
a fyftem of corruption, public ve- 
nality, and defponfm, as never be- 
fore took place in any limited go- 
vernment. The fhort time he re- 
mained in office, to which he had 
been called at the exprefs defire of 
his fovereign, he endeavoured all 
in his power to oppofe and defeat 
this unnatural and unconftitutional 
influence of the crown, but to very 
little purpofe: and as he had coine 
into office at his Majefty’s defire, 
fo he quitted it in obedience to the 
fame authority. 

His lordfhip farther obferved, that 
the principle of defpotifm, which 
had appeared, and feemed uniform- 
ly to pervade all the acts of the pre- 
ent reign, was particularly manifett 
in the meafures purfued refpecting 
America and the Eaft-India Com- 
pany. The influence of the-crown, 
under 
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ander the impofing pretence of af- 
ferting the rights of parliament, 
was employed to veft the patronage, 
or unlimited fovereignty of all Ame- 
rica, in the crown. The fame ufe 
was made of this influence over the 
Eaft India Company ; and after the 
firft attempt had brought bankrupt- 
cy on that Company, the fecond 
finally vefted the patronage of it in 
the crown for ever. It had been 
urged, that in the poffeffion of fuch 
immenfe revenues and profits, terri- 
torial and commercial, the Eaft In- 
dia Company ought to be compelled 
to contribute to the cxigencies of 
the ftate, and to bear part of the 
burthens, in common with the reft 
of their fellow-fubjects : but the 
whole was a minifterial trick, a ftate 
juggle, to throw duft in the eyes of 
the people. It was patronage, a 
farther extenfion of court-influence, 
which was at the bottom of all this, 
however varnifhed over with the 
{pecious appearances of public re- 
formation, general juftice, and an 
equitable diftribution of taxes and 
burthens to be borne by the feveral 
parts of the empire, 

As to the meeting of the free- 
holders of Yorkfhire, his lordfhip 
faid, it had not been propofed or 
promoted by any party, or faction, 
or particular defcription of men. 
It originated in the fpontaneous 
propofitions and communications of 
the independent and honeft part of 
the people, of all defcrjptions, par- 
ties, and interefts. The meeting 
was fo truly refpeétable, that within 
the compais of s fingle room, in 
which the frecholders were con- 
vened, there were perfons aftually 
prefent, who pofletted landed pro- 
perty to the amount of eight hun- 
dred thoufand pounds per annum: 
and, fince that meeting, near nine 
thoufand gentlemen, clergy, and 
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freeholders, had figned the petition, 
As a farther proof of the general 
fentiments of the people of York- 
fhire, he affirmed, that the petition 
from the city of York had been 
figned by no lefs than 920 perfons, 
yet by the laft poll-books, at the 
general election in 1774, it appear- 
ed that no more than 972 polled, 
though it was a warmly contefted 
one. He exhorted the minifters not 
to perfiit in the fame blind fpirit 
of hitherto invincible obftinacy, 
which had led the nation into its 
prefent dangerous and calamitous 
fituation : but to pay fome attention 
to the voice of the people, and to 
the interefts of their country. 

The Earl of Mansfield, after en- 
deavouring to prove, that the mo- 
tion was both in its frame, purport, 
and tendency, totally unprecedents 
ed, proceeded to point out its ims 
emgare = S With this view, he 
gave an hiftorical detail of the fe- 
veral difputes which arofe between 
both Houfes, from the Reftoration 
downwards, to the laft in 1703, re- 
lative to the profecution of Lord 
Halifax, on one part by the Com 
mons, and the defence and protection 
given to him by that Houfe. Upon 
thefe precedents, he inferred, that 
to refolve that a committee fhould 
be appointed of that Houfe, in order 
to inquire into the public expendi- 
ture, would be entirely nugatory, 
and ufelefs. His lordfhip farther 
remarked, that the intended refor- 
mation, fo far as it related to con+ 
tracts, and the improper expendi- 
ture of the public money, was un- 
neceflarv, becaufe the powers al- 
ready in being were fully competent 
to the attainment of redrefs, without 
any new ones being created for that 
purpofe. He remembered, his lordthip 
faid, that when he was attorney- 
general, a governor had fraudulently 
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charged the public for the cleehipg 
of a regiment, and had made a fal 
return. Complaint was made of the 
fraud, and he profecuted him to 
conviction. In like manner, what- 
ever bargain or contract was made 
with government, the law fuppoled 
it to be a Jona fide tranfaction, and 
that the crown had full value, and 
an equitable equivalent; and the 
Jaw, in every {uch tranfaction, gave 
a power of redrefs, either by puaith- 
ing the perfon who fhould be found, 
or detected, in defrauding the pub- 
lic, or allowing the contra¢tor fuch 
a fum as his fervices, or his com- 
modity deferved. 

Lord Shelburne took a compre- 
henfive view of the arguinents that 
had been urged againft his motion, 
and endeavoured to fhew their fu- 
nlity. As to the objection, that 
the Commons would not admit the 
Lords to interfere in money mat- 
ters, he proved, that committees of 
both Houfes had been more than 
once appointed to examine into the 
public expenditure ; and that there 
were other inftances, in which the 
Commons had even invited the 
Lords to committees for the confi- 
deration of money matters. He was 
not, however, he faid, in any reé- 
{pect tenacious of the form of his 
motion : their lordfhips might a- 
mend and fafhion it as they pleafed, 
provided that his great object was 
really attended to, a reformation 
ot the public expenditure: but he 
conlidered many of the obferva- 
tions which had been made in op 
mere to his motion, as mere eva- 

ons, calculated only to fet afide a 
bulinefs, which their lordfhips could 
not but know was indifpenfably ne- 
ceffary for the falvation of the em- 
pire. He was particularly farcaftic 
an his reply to Lord Mansfield » 
and congratulated the Houfe, and 
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the nation, on the precedent whic 
that learned Lord bad given, in his 
own perfon, of zeal for his coun. 
try, in profecuting, as attorney. 
general, the petit-larceny of « go. 
vernor, or colonel of a regiment, 
who had charged tor the cl: thing 
of a few men who were not in be. 
ing. This was, his Lordfhip faid, 
carrying the rights of the people to 
a very ftupendous height indeed ; 
but if that learned Lord, when at. 
torney-generai, had been led away 
too far, by his publ. zeal and pub- 
lic {pirit, he had fince made for it 
very ample atonement. 
The Lord Chancellor entered into 
a dilcuffion of the exclufive right 
claimed by the Commons of orizina- 
ting money-bills, and of every power 
and privilege {pringing from that 
right, relative to the exclufive con- 
troul of its general appropriation, 
particular application, and expen- 
diture: and remarked, that any ate 
tempt, in the firft inftance, to in- 
fringe on the rights of the Commons, 
refpecting the grants and éxpendi- 
ture of the public money, might, 
at the prefent crifis, be productive 
of the very worft confequences, by 
finally terminating in a difagree- 
ment between both Houles. His 
Lordthip alfo endeavoured to thew, 
that fetting up all contracts to the 
loweft bidder, had been attempted 
upon many former occafions, but 
had, after repeated trials, been dif- 
continued, being found inexpedient, 
and not productive of any real bene- 
fit. Heconcluded with obferving, 
that he hoped no noble lord would 
be intimidated from voting againt 
the motion, fince it required no 
very large fhare of seripaal cou- 
rage, ta be able to defy all the 
malice that could be fhewn without 
doors, againft thofe who, though 
they were as willing to adopt any 
ws i ia 
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feafible plan of ccconomy, as the 
noble Earl, whofe propotition was 
under difcuffion, yet dared to object 
to a motion impracticable in its 
manner, and fruitlefs in its object. 
Lord Camden remarked, that the 
noble lords who oppofed the motion 
afiened every reaion for their op- 
pofition but that neareft their hearts : 
which was, left it might tend, as 
it certainly would, if agreed to, to 
diminifh the overgrown, dangerous, 
and unconftituticnal iafluence of the 
crown. Much had been faid upon 
various heads ; but none of the ar- 
guments being fufficiently ftrong, a 
moft curious one had been conjured 
up, relative to the exclufive right 
ot the other houfe to originate 
money-bills, and controul and di- 
rect the public expenditure. But 
all that matter might be cut fhort 
by a fingle fuppofition. ‘lhe point 
of order, or exclufive privilege, 
would initantly vanifh, if both houfes 
agreed in principle, and united in 
opinion, upon the neceility of a _re- 
form. It could not be denied, but 
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that the Houfe of Peers had a tight 
to enquire, fo far as the difpofal of 
public monies came under their 
cognizance as a deliberative body: 
and it fignified very little which 
Houfe took up the bufinefs, fo that 
the object was obtained. The mat- 
ter could not be finally fettled with- 
out the aid of an aét of parliament: 
and in that cafe either Houfe had 
the power of affenting, or diffent- 
ing, to whatever came from the 
other. If parliament would but 
confent to adopt a plan of reforma- 
tion, he would anfwer once for all, 
that the means of carrying it into 
execution might be ftruck out in a 
few minutes. 

Several other lords fpoke on both 
fides of the queftion, in this long 
and important debate, and a variet 
of extraneous matter was tattod nese. 
But the motion was at length re- 
jected, by a majority of 101 to ¢¢. 
A fpirited proteft was entered, 
which was figned by thirty-three 
peers ; and two others proteited fe- 
parately, 
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Petition prefented to the Houfe of Commons from the Planters, Merchants, and 
other Perfons interefied in the Tfland of Jamaica. Debates thereupon. De- 
bates on the fame Subje? in the Houfe of Peers. A Plan of Reform in the 
Conftitution of feveral Parts of the public Oeconomy laid before the Houfe of 
Commons, by Mr. Burke, Leave given for four Bills to be brought in, in 


purfuance of that Plan, 


S the French, in the courfe of 

the preceding year, had made 
themfelves mafters of thé iflands of 
St. Vincent’s and Grenada, and had 
now a very powerful fleet in the Weft 
Indies, the merchants, planters, and 
other perfons poffefled of property 
in the Weft India iflands, were na- 
turally alarmed; and the more, as 


even the important ifland of Jamaica 
was apprehended to be in great 
danger. Accordingly, on the roth 
of February, a petition was pre. 
fented to the Houfe of Commons, 
from the Meany 3. merchants, and 
other perfons interefted in that 
ifland, ftating, that. it was inferior 
in value to none of the dependencies 
of 
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of Great Britain, that its defence 
was an objeét of the utmoft import- 
ance, and yet that it had not been 
protected by adminiftration: that the 
temporary fafety which it had en- 
joyed had been owing to the direc- 
tion of the enemy’s force towards 
other objects, and not to any intrin- 
fic means of defence provided by 
his. majefty’s minifters. The peti- 
tioners farther reprefented, that at 
an early period of the unfortunate 
conteft with America, the body of 
the Weft India planters and mer- 
chants had humbly ftated their ap- 
prehenfions to parliament, and de- 
precated the unhappy meafures 
which were then taken ; but it was 
the misfortune of the public, as well 
as theirs, that no attention was paid 
to their humble prayers, and that 
their moft dutiful and faithful re- 

refentations were totally neglected. 

hey affirmed, that they had not 
deferved to be thus abandoned, from 
a want of having purchafed, for a 
valuable confideration, the protection 
of the ftate: that the planters had 
feen, not only with acquiefcence, 
but pleafure, their trade almoft 
wholly confined to the mother- 
country, the place of refidence of the 
greater part, and the object of the 
rendereft affection to all of them; that 
both planters and merchants had 
had the produce of their eftates as 
largely taxed in Great Britain to 
the common fupport, as any others : 
that the aflembly of the ifland of 
Jamaica had, beyond any tormer ex- 
ample of liberality, and far beyond 
their abilities, laid deftruétive im- 
pofitions on their eftates and proper- 
cies within the ifland, to which had 
been added vaft perfonal fervices ; 
all which they had patiently borne, 
as well as the heavy loffes and bur- 
thens, which had been the fatal, 
though not unforcfeen confequences 





of their feparation from North 
America. After all thefe impofi. 
tions and taxes in England, thefe 
taxes and perfonal fervices in Ja. 
maica, and various other hardthips 
which had been the refult of the 
war, they had reforted in their in- 
dividual characters to their almoft 
exhaufted purfes, and made a large 
private fubfeription for their own 
defence. But yet the ifland was far 
from being in a ftate of fecurity, and 
they could get no fatisfactory an- 
fwers from his majelty’s minitters ; 
they had therefore been under a ne- 
cefhty of making the prefent appli. 
cation to parliament. 

This petition was prefented by 
Mr. Pennant, member for Liver. 

ool; who enforced it by a fpeech, 
in which he obferved, that fo neg- 
leétful had the miniftry been of an 
ifland fo valuable as Jamaica was 
well known to be to this country, 
that the reprefentations from the 
governor and council of it, fo far 
from obtaining any relict from 
hence, were hardly favoured with a 
perufal by men in office, whofe pro- 
vince it was to look at them, and 
whofe duty it was to have made a 
proper ufe of the information con- 
tained in them. 

The minifter for the American 
department affirmed, that Jamaica 
had not been left undefended, nor 
was it at that time neglected. Since 
the prefent war there had been a 
greater naval force for its protection 
than at any time during the late 
Spanifh war: and for the truth of 
this aflertion, he appealed to admiral 
Keppel. The ifland had been fo far 
from being wholly neglected, that 4 
confiderable force had been fent out, 
upon a requifition from the governor 
and council. His lordfhip farther 
faid, that, if he was a Jamaica 
planter, a ftrong force on that ifland 

would 
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would be the laft thing he fhould with 
for, as it would only tend to encou- 
rage the enemy to attack, and would 
jook as if we had placed all the 
ftrength we could there. He like- 
wife reprobated the idea of exhauft- 
ing all our power by {tationing fuch 
a part of it on onc ifland, and fuch a 
part of it on another, and leaving us 
nothing at home to fend out on an 
emergency. He was confident, he 
faid, that every thing had been done 
for Jamaica, that could have been 
done, confiftently with the duty that 
miniftry owed to other parts of the 
empire. 

Admiral Keppel, in anfwer to 
the appeal that had been made to 
him, obferved, that there was occa- 
fion now for a much greater mili- 
tary force on the ifland, than dur. 
ing the late war, when we were 
mafters of the fea; whereas now 
we had the fovereignty only by ac- 
cident. But for miniftry to 
weak, both in military and naval 
defence, furcly betrayed a negle¢t 
that called for the fevereft caters : 
and he affured the houfe, that Ja- 
maica muft have been taken fome 
months ago, by a force that would 
have been fent out trom Hifpaniola, 
had it not been for the epidemical 
ficknefs that happened amongft the 
foldiers and feamen. After the de- 
bate, the petition was ordered to lie 
on the table. 

On the 21{t of the month, the Mar- 
quis of Rockingham alfo prefented a 
fhimilar petition from the fame perfons 
to the Houfe of Peers. His lordfhip 
obferved, that the if!and of Jeimaica 
had been neglected tor feveral years, 
both in refpeét of its internal fafe- 
» beg external protection and de- 
ence. He remarked, that this neg- 
lect had been felt fo ftrongly fome 
years ago, before the breaking out 
of the troubles in Americ, that 

































HISTORY. 9r 
a petition had been prefented in the 


year 1773 to government, ftating, 
that the cultivation and commerce 
of the ifland had been greatly im- 
a and aa eg the 

eceding thirty or thirty-five years; 
chee the Suinbior of black flaves had 
been proportionably increafed, and 
that the white inhabitants had been 
greatly on the decreafe ; that in 
confequence of fuch a decreafe of 
white inhabitants, and fuch an in- 
creafe of flaves, the internal fafety 
of the ifland required a larger mi- 
litary force than they then had: 
and that they were well founded in. 
this opinion, appeared froin an ine 
furre€tion among the Blacks, which 
had becn lately quelled, but which 
they had reafon to fear might break 
out afrefh. It was alfo ftated in 
that petition, that the whole mili- 
tary force on the ifland confifted 
but of two battalions of 300 men 
each: whilft the French and Spa- 
niards had 10,000 regular troops at 
St. Domingo and Hifpaniola: and 
that it was the opinion of the inhae 
bitants of Jamaica, that two batta- 
lions, or regiments, of 1000 men 
each at leaft, was the {malleft force 
that would be fufficient to prote&® 
the ifland from infurreétions within, 
or attacks from without. . But of 
this application, fo ftrongly fupport- 
ed by the real ftate of the ifland, no 
notice was taken by government: on 
the contrary, two years after, in- 
ftead of augmenting the defence of 
the ifland, the governor received an 
order to fend one of the two batta- 
lions, which were in Jamaica, to 
carry on the unfortunate and mif 
chievous war in America. The 
few troops which had been fent af- 
terwards, his lordfhip faid, were 
very infufficient for the defence of 
the ifland, and it had been as badly 
protected by fea. That this was 
not 
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not a mere affertion, he could prove 
from a letter of General Dalling, 
the governor, wherein he ttated the 
dread of a vilit from d’ttaing, and 
did not hefitate to acknoy iedye, 
that if he fhouid not be tlrongly re- 
inforced, he defpaired ot being able 
to make an effectual refiitance. Such 
being the conduct ot minifters, and 
fuch the comparatively detencelets 
ftate of the ifland, the merchants 
and planters had prepared the peti- 
tion, which his lordihip now pre- 
fented to the Houle, and which he 
moved might be read, and that it 
might lic on their lordilips table 
for their perufal. ‘This was agreed 
to; but it appeared that there had 
been a protett againit the petition 
by tome Weit India merchants who 


well with government. The firt 
Lord of the Adiniraity declared, that 
there was a grots miltake which 
pervaded the whole of the petition 
now prefented. ‘This was, the af- 
fertion, that the minittry had aban- 
doned and neglected the protection 
of Jamaica ior a feries of years: 
whereas the fact was notorioutly 
otherwife. ‘Troops, military ftores 
of all kinds, and fhips of war, had 
been fent thither from time to time: 
and lord Cornwallis, with a land 
force ot 5,000 men, had been em- 
barked at New York, tor that 
land, accompanied by tour men of 
war of the line; though that no- 
bleman had indeed yeceived coun- 
rer orders, When wt was kuown that 
d’Eitung was gone to attuck Sa- 
vannah. Lord Rockingham con- 
rended, that d’Lituing, had not his 
troops been prevented by ficknefs, 
would have been in poffefion ot 


Tinmica bertore it would have been 
t power of lord Cornwallis 
gr ha tled from New York. He 
c the miniitry lewerely tor 


not fending a naval force, fince 
they had not been able to fend a 
land one: though why the latter 
had been impracticable, as had been 
pretended, feemed tomewhat extra. 
ordinary, when the Britith nation 
had a more numerous body of men 
in pay than any power in Eu. 
rope, or perhaps in the known 
worid. 

On the rith of February, Mr. 
Burke communicated to the Houfe 
ot Commons, in a fpeech of great 
length, replete with information, 
and embellithed with all the beau. 
ties of eloquence, his * plan of re. 
torin in the conftitution of feveral 
parts ot the public ceconomy :” of 
which he had given notice previous 
to the recets. Ele had enaeavour- 
ed, he fai, that this plan fhould 
include, in its exccution, a conit- 
derable reduction of improper ex- 
pence ; that it fhould etiect a con- 
verfion of unprolitable tities into a 
productive eftate ; that it flould 
lead to, and indeed almoit compel, 
a provident adminiftration of fuch 
fyms of public money as mutt re- 
main under diferetionary trufts ; 
and that it flyould render incurring 
debts on the civil eftablifhment, 
which muft ultimately affect na- 
tional ftrength and national credit, 
fo very dificult, as to become next 
to impra¢ticable. But what he had 
bent the whole force of his mind 
to, was, the reduction of that cor- 
rupt influence, which was itfelf the 
perennial fpring of all prodigality, 
and all diforder; which loaded us 
more than millions of debt; which 
took atvay vigour from our arms, 
wifdom from our councils, and eve- 
ry fhadow otf authority and cred! 
from the moft venerable parts of the 
conttitution, 

A plan of national eeconomy, he 
faid, was indifpenfably mentee 
t 
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It was necéflary from otr own po- 
litical circumftances ; it was necef- 
{ary from the operations of the ene- 
mv; and it was neceflary from the 
demands of the people ; whote de- 
fires, When they did not militate 
with the ftable and eternal rules of 
‘uftice and reafon, ought to be as 
~ law to the houfe of commons. 
The miniftrv had, indeed, affected 
to doubt, whether the people really 
defired a plan of c@conoimy in the 
civil government. But this, he 
faid. was too ridiculous. It was 
impoflible that they fhould not de- 
fire it. It was impofhible that a pro- 
digalitv, which drew its refources 
from their indigence, fhould be 
plealing to them. Little factions 
of pentioners, and their dependents, 
might talk another language. But 
the voice of nature was againft 
them; and it would be heard. The 
people of England would not, they 
could not, take it kindly, that  re- 
prefentatives fhould refufe to their 
conftituents, what an abfolute fo- 
vereign voluntary offered to his 
fubjects. The king of France had 
declared, that it was his wifh to 
convince his fubjeéts, of the defire 
that he entertained, not to recur to 
new impojitions, till he had firft 
exhautted all the refources which 
order and ceconomy could poflibly 
fupply: and all that the people of 
England had petitioned for, was, 
that before any new burthens were 
laid upon this country, effectual 
meafures might be taken by the 
houfe of commons, to inquire into, 
and to correét, the grofs abufes in 
the expenditure of public money. 
Their defires were very moderate, 
and came far fhort of the voluntary 
conceffions of the king of France. 
In that kingdom, a general reform, 
executed throughout every depart- 
ment of the revenue, had created 
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an annual income of more than half 
a million, whilft it facilitated and 
fimplified all the functions of ad- 
miniftration. The king’s houfe- 
hold, at the remoteft avenues to 
which all intormation had hitherto 
been ftopped, had now been fur- 
rendered by the Gallic monarch to 
the economy of his minifter. Oeco- 
nomy had eutered in triumph into 
the public fplendor of the monarch, 
into his private amufements, into 
the appointments of his neareft and 
higheit relations. ‘Thefe were the 
acts of a patriot king; and the 
rendered France more formidable 
than at preceeding periods. It had, 
indeed, been pretended, that thefe 
appearances of oconomy in the 
French adminiftration were only ime 
pofitions on the public. But furely 
the creation of a navy, and a two 
years war without taxing, were a 
very fingular {pecies of impofture. 

He had imagined it neceflary, 
Mr. Burke faid, as foon as he con- 
ceived thoughts of fubmitting to the 
houfe of commons fome plan of re- 
form, to take a comprehenfive view 
of the ftate of this country; to 
make a fort of furvey of its jurif- 
diétions, in eftates, and its efta- 
blifhments. Something, in every 
one of them, feemed to ftand in the 
way of all cconomy in their admi- 
niftration, and to prevent every pof- 
fibility of methodizing the tyftem, 
But in order to guide him in his 
propofed plan of national reform, 
he had laid down the feven follow- 
ing fundamental rules. 

Firf, That all jurifdictions which 
furnifh more matter of expence, 
more temptaticn to oppreffion, or 
more means and inftruments of cor- 
rupt influence, than advantage to 
juitice or political adminiftration, 
ought to be abolitled, 
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Secondly, That all public eftates 
which are more fubfervient to the 

urpofes of vexing, overawing, and 
influencing thofe who hold under 
them, and to the expences of re- 
ceipt and management, than of be- 
nefit to the revenue, Ought, upon 
every principle, both of revenue 
and of freedom, to be dilpofed of. 

Thirdly, That all offices which 
bring more charge than propor- 
tional advantage to the ftate; that 
all offices which may be engratted 
on others, uniting and fimplifying 
their duties, ought, in the firft 
cafe, to be taken away; and in the 
fecond to be confolidated. 

Fourthly, That all fuch offices 
ought to be abolifhed as obftruct the 
profpect of the general fuperintend- 
ant of finance; which deftroy his 
fuperintendancy, which difable him 
from forefeeing and providing for 
charges as they may occur ; from 
preventing expence in is origin, 
checking it in its progrefs, or fe- 
curing its application to its proper 
purpolecs. 

kifi?ly, That it is proper to efta- 
blifh an invariable order in all pay- 
ments; which will prevent parti- 
ality; which will give preference 
to fervices, not according to the im- 
portunity of the demandant, but 
the rank and order of then utility 
or their juttice. 

Sixth/y, That it is right to reduce 
every cftablifiment, and every part 
of an cltablifhment, as nearly as 
poffible, to certainty, the life of all 
order and good management. 

Seventhly, That all fubordinate 
trealuries, as the nurferies of mif- 
management, at das naturally draw- 
ing to themfelves as much money 
as they can, keeping it as long 
as they can, and accounting for it 
as late as they can, ought to be 
diffolved: they having a tendency 
to perplex and diitract the public 


accounts, and to excite a fufpicing 
of government, even beyond the 
extent of their abufe. 

He had proceeded in his pian, 
he faid, under the authority, and 
with the guidance of thefe princi. 
ples; wifhing that nothing in any 
eftablifhment might be changed, 
where he was not able to make a 
ftrong, direét, and folid application 
ot thofe principles, or of fome one 
of them: an aconomical conithiru- 
tion being a neceffary bafis for an 
c@economical adminiftration. 

With regard to the fovereign ju- 
rifdictions, he remarked, that who- 
ever took a view of this kingdom, 
in a curfory manner, would ima. 
gine, that he beheld a folid, coin- 
patted, uniform fyitem of monar- 
chy; in which all inferior jurif- 
dictions were but as rays diverging 
from one centre. But, on examin- 
ing it more nearly, much eccentri- 
city and confulion would be found. 
It is not a monarchy in ftrictnefs, 
But, as in the Saxon times this 
country was a heptarchy, it is now 
a ftrange fort of pentarchy. It is 
divided into five feveral diftine 
principalities, befides the fupreme; 
nainely, the principality of Wales, 
the duchy of Cornwall, the duchy 
of Lancafter, the county palatine 
of Lancafter, and the earldom of 
Chefter. In every one of thefe 
there is a regular eftablifhment of 
confiderable expence, and mott do- 
mineering influence. Each of thefe 
principalities has the apparatus ot a 
kingdom, for the jurildiction over 
a few private eftates; and the for- 
mality and charge of the Exchequer 
ot Great Britain, for collecting very 
inconliderable revenues. Mr. Burke, 
therefore, propofed, that all thefe 
five principalitics thould be united 
to the crown, and to its ordinary 
jurifdiction, and that the oflices 
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connected with them flould be abo- 
lithed, as only occationing an ute- 
tefs and chargeable feparation trom 
the body of the people. 

Another part of his plan was, 
that the landed eftate of the crown 


fhould be told for the public bene- 
fir. A landed eftate, he remarked, 
was the wort that the crown could 
poflets. All minute and diiperted 


polleiiions, p fiethons that are often 
ot incetcriminate value, and which 
require a continnal perfonal at- 


tendance, are of @ nature more 
proper tor private management, than 
public adminittration. As to the 
toret lands, in Which the crown 
has the dominion of the foil, and 
the game and timber, and in which 
the pr yl hav e¢ a varicty of rights, 
in common of herbage, and othe: 
commons, according to the ulage 


of the feveral toreits ; he pr poted 


to have thofe rights of the crown 
valued as manorial rights are valued 
On an wiclofure, aud the defined 
portion ot land to be given for 
then; which land was to be fold 
tor the p ibhe benefit. But in this 
fale of the crown-lands, he exCept- 
ed all the houfes, gardens, and 


parks bel mging to the crown, and 
fuch one torelt as fhould be chofen 


Nahe 


by his majefty as bett accommo- 
dated to his pleafures. By this 
part of reform, the  expenfive 


office of furveyor-general would fall, 
with all the influence with which it 
is attended; and alfo the two chief 
juftices in eyre, with all their train 
of dependants. 

He next proceeded to propofe 
fome arrangements with refpect to 
the eftablifliment of the royal houfe- 
hold, which, he obferved, was ex- 
ceedingly abufive in its conftitution. 
It was formed upon manners and 
cuftoms that had long fince expired. 
It was formed, in many refpedis, 
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upon feudal principles. Befides the 
traces of feudality in the king’s 
houlehold, it was alfo formed upon 
the principles ot a body corporate: 
it had its own magiitrates, courts, 
and by-laws. This was the origin 
of the ancient court called the 
Green-cloth ; compoted of the mar- 
fhal, trealurer, and other reat ot- 
ficers of the houtchold, with certain 
clerks. Various ettablifiments of 
this kind had been continued, with- 
out the leait utility, or the leaft re- 
ference to the modern mode of liv- 
ing. The royal houfchold had loft 
all that was ttately and venerable in 
the antique manners, without res 
trenching any thing of the cum- 
brous charge of a Gothic eftablifh- 
ment. It was fhrunk into the po- 
lifhed littlenefs of modern elegance 
and perfonal accommodation. — It 
had evaporated from the yrofs con- 
crete, into an eflence and rectified 
fpirit of expence, where you might 
have tuns of ancient pomp ina vial 
of modern luxury. But when the 
reafon ot citablifiaments was 
gone, it was ablurd to preferve no- 
thing but the burthen of them. It 
was, however, manifeft on what 
account fuch eftablifhments were 
ftill continued. It was for the pur- 
pofes of influence, and for thofe 
purpofes only, that at lea‘t half of 
the houfchold eftablifiments were 
retained: though no revenue, not 
even a royal revenue, could exift 
under the accumulated charge of 
ancient eftablifhment, modern luxu- 
ry, and parliamentary political cor- 
ruption. He, theretore, propofed, 
that the offices of the treafurer of 
the chamber, the treafurer of the 
houfehold, the cofferer of the houfe- 
hold, the comptroller of the houfe- 
hold, the matter ot the houfehold, 
clerks to the grecn-cloth, their de- 
putics, clerks, and affiflants, and 
all 
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all inferior offices appertaining to 
the before-mentioned offices, fhould 
be aholithed and taken away: that 
the lord-tteward of the houfehold 
fhould take an account of all perfons 
who were maintained, or whom his 
majefty fhould order to be main- 
tained, at board, during his plea- 
fore, in the royal houfehold, and 
fhould diftribute the fame into a 
certain number of tables, tor a cer- 
tain number of perfons, according 
to the quality and condition of the 


perfons who fhould be fo tabled; 
ant (hould contract for the keeping 


up the fame, and all things relative 
thercto, at a fixed fum by the head 

which contract or contra éts fhould 
be previoufly examined and “p- 
proved by the board of treafur 

that no P erfon fhould make or exe- 
cute fuch contraéts with the lord. 
fteward of the houfehold, who fhould 
not, at the time of contracting, and 


for a certain fHipulated number of 
4 


years before, have been really en- 
caved in the trade and 


in Which he mad 


occupati yn 
le the faid conrract 
and that no perton having a contract 
{fRould, during the time of his hold- 
ing it, be capable of being elected, 
or of fitting and voting as amember 
of parliament. By thts plan almoft 
all the indiusre ofbces under the lord- 
fteward micht be tpared, to the ex- 
treme fimplificution, and to the tar 
better: execution of every one of 
his furdtions. 

Afr. Burke alfo rrovch 
board of works [hy wld be ‘ 18 ied 
together with all the oifices Cepend- 
ent on it, That boart, he faid, 
had cott the peblic nearly four hun- 
dred thoufand pounds tince the year 
u777, and was under th fame de- 
stpiption with all the other il-con 
trived ettabliflments, and callea for 
the fame retorm. The publie, 
bowever, were itil to feck tor the 


— 
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vifible fiens of all that expence, 
The good works of the board of 
works were as care tuily conceal led, 
as other rood works oucht to be. 
They were perfectly invit fible. The 
fact was, that the board of works, 
which ought to be a concern of 
builders, and of fuch perfons, and 
none elie, was turned into a junto of 
members of pa irhament. He there. 
fore recommended, that all the bu- 
finefs of the royal edifices fhould be 
put into the hands of a real builder, 
who fhou!d not be a member of pars 
hament; and who thould be obliged, 
by a previous eflimate, and final 
payinent, to appear twice at the trea- 


1ury, be fore the public could be 
— . an 
loaded with any es penee. The 


kine’s gardens were to come under 
a fimilar regulation. 

The mint allo, thouch not a de- 
partment of the houfehold, was a 
great expence to the nation, chiefly 
for the fake of members of parlia- 
ment. “Thouch a manufacture, and 
nothing elie, it had its treafury, and 
its unneceiiary oflices of p arade and 
dignity. But he propofed, that the 
bufinefs of the- mint fhould be un- 
dertaken upon the principles of a 
manutacture; that med ~ the beft 
and che ipe it executi » by a cone 
traé, upon proper fecurities, and 
under proper regulations. He, 
likewife, recommended fome im- 
portant ceconomical regulations ree 
fpecting the office of ordnance, and 
the offices of the paymatter of the 
forces, andthe treafurer of the navy: 
and that the office of paymafter of 
the penfions fhould be abolifled, and 
the payment of every denomination 
of pentions transferred to the exche- 
quer. All thete arrangements toge- 
ther, he obferved, would te found 
to reheve the nation from a vatt 
weight of influence, without dif- 
treling, but rather by forwarding 
every 
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every public fervice. When fome- 
thing of this kind was done, then 
the public might begin to breathe. 

Under other governments, a quef- 
tion ot expe nce was only a quettion 
of @conomy, and it was nothing 
more: but tin Great Britain, in 
every queftion of national expence, 
there was always a mixture ot con- 
ftitutional confiderations. 

Penfions he propofed not wholly 
to abolith, becaule there might be 
eales wherein the granting them 
would be agreeable to juttice and to 
reafon ; but to reduce them to the 
fum of 6°c,o00l. a year, which was 
never to be excecde d. Nor did he 
think it advileable to leflen any of 
the offices of honour about the 
crown, in their number or their 
eroluments. Thefe emoluments, 
except in one or two cafes, did not 
much more than antfwer the charge 
of attendance. Men of condition, 
he obferved, naturally loved to be 
about a court; and women of con- 
dition loved it much more. But 
there was in all regular attendance, 
fo much of conttrai int, that it it 
were a mere charge, without any 
compenfation, the court would foon 
be deferted by all the nobility of 
the kingdom. ‘This defertion would 
produce the moft ferious mifchiefs. 
Kings, he faid, were naturally lov- 
ers of low company. They were 
fo elevated above all the reft of 
eo that they muft look upon 

their fubjects ason alevel. They 
were r; ather apt to hate than to love 
their nol nlity, on account of the 

cafional refiftance to their will, 
which would b e made by their vir- 
tue, then ‘petulance, or their pride. 
He admitted, indeed, that many of 
he nobility were as perfectly W illing 
to act the part of flatterers, tale- 
bearers, parafites, pimps, and bul- 
toons, as any of the loweit and vileit 
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of mankind could poffibly be. But 
they were not properly qualified for 
this object of their ambition. The 
want of a regular education, and 
early habits, and fome lurking re- 
mains of their dignity, would never 
permit them to become a match for 
an Itahan eunuch, a mountebank, 
a filler, a player, or any regular 
practitioner ot that tribe. The 
Roman emperors, almoft from the 
beginning, threw themfelves into 
fuch hands: and the mifchief in- 
creafed every day till the decline ot 
the empire, and its final ruin: It 
was, theretore, of great importance, 
provided the thing Was Not ¢ overdone, 
to contrive fuch an eftablifhinent as 
mutt, almott whether a prince would 
or not, bring into daily and hourly 
Offices about his perfon, a great 
number of his firft nobility ; and it 
was rather an ufeful pre iuudice that 
gave them a pride in fuch a fervi- 
tude. For though they were not 
much the better for courts, a court 
would be much the better for them. 

The new ofhce of third fecretary 
of ftate, or fecretary of flate for the 
colonies, he propoted to abolifh, as 
totally unneceflary. “Two feeretaries 
had been found fuflicient before the 
colonies were loft, and they mutt be 
fully fufhcient now. Whatever 
American butfinefs now remained, 
might be transferred to either of the 
{ecretarics, or might he divided be- 
tween them. The ofhce of third 
fecretary of ftate was indeed made 
for the mere convenience of the ar- 
rangements of political intrigue, and 
not tor the fervices of the ftate. It 
was made in order to vlve a colour 
to an exorbitant increafe of the civil 
lift; and, in the fame act, to bring 
a new accetlion to the loaded com- 
poit heap of corrupt influence. 

He next proceeded to thew, and 
indeed demonttrated, by arguments 
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of the moft convincing kind, ac- 
companied with the finett ftrokes of 
wit and fatire, that the board of 
trae and plantations was not of the 
leaft ute, excepting merely by the ad- 
dition which it made to the infiu- 
ence of the crown. (That board, 
he faid, was a fort of temperate bed 
of influence; a fort of gently ripen- 
ing hot-houfe, wherein eight men- 
bers of parliament, received ialaries 
of a thoufand a year, for a certain 
given time, in orde! to mature, at 
a preper teafon, a claim to two 
thouland, granted for doing lefs, 
and on the credit of having toiled to 
jong in that interior laborious de- 
puunent. But the fact was, that 
the board had never becn of the 
leaftt fervice to the con merce of this 
country; and, whenever it did in- 
terincddie i matters of trade and 
manufactures, they fulte ed cxtreme- 
ly from their injudicious tampering. 
Whenever commercial reeulations 
were necefiary, they fhould be made 
by parliament, which was alone 
competent to fuch regulations. Par- 
liament wanted no initruction from 
boards of tra ‘e, or trom any other 
boards: and it would be a great 
misfortune if they fhould give the 
leaftattention to their reports. Par- 
liamentary inquiry was the only mode 
ot obtaining parliain ntary informa- 
tion. ‘There Was more re al know- 
ledge to be obtamed, by att ndine 
the detail of butinefs in the parha- 
mentary commiuttecs, than CVel Uh 
come, ‘ol ever would come, trom 
any board in the kingdom, or from 
all ot them t goth rs Nor would 
an afiduous member of parhament 
be the worte inflructed there, for 
not being paid athoutand a year for 
learning his leflon. He lkewile 
faid, that having himfelt trequently 
attended the parlian entary commit- 


: hs 
tecs, he had oblerved that no de- 
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feription of members gave fo little 
attendance, either to communicate, 
or toobtaimn initruéction Upon Matters 
of commerce, as the honourable 
members of the rave board of trade, 
He dy { not, mide C d, re colle a that 
he had cvel {ec none of thre mii that 
fort of butinefs: 


. ee « 
though pot bly 
fome members 


might have better 
and might call to mind 


» that migh 


MmCcMorics, 


lome ol t aceidentlly 
' ; 


have | rouse ht one or othe r of them, 
at one time or other, to attend a 
matter of commerce. 

The board of trade and planta. 
tions, he farthe: remarked, had not 
been of any ule to the colonies, as 
color ies: {o little ot ule, that the 
flourithing fettlements of New. 
England, of Virginia, and of Mary- 
land, and all our w ealthy colonies in 
the W ett-Indies, were ot a date 
prior to the firlt board of Charles the 
second. Pennfylvania and Carolina 
were fettled in the interval between 
the extinction of the firft, and the 
tormation of the fecond board of 
trade and plantations, in the reign 
of Wilham the Third. Two colo- 
nics alone owed their origin to that 
board; Georgia and Nova Scotia, 
Georgia, tll lately, had made a 
very flow progrefs: and never did 
make any progrefs at all, tll it had 
wholly vot rid of all the reg ilations 
which the board of trade had mould: 
ed into its original conftitution. 
That colony had coit the nation ve- 
ry great fums of money; whereas 
the colon $V hich had had the tor- 
tune of not being godtathered by 
the board of trade, never coit the 
nation a filling, excepting what had 
been fo properly {pent in loling 
them. But the colony of Georgia, 
weak as it was, carried with it to 
the lait hour, and did fo even im its 
prefent dead pallid vifage, the per- 
fect releimblance of its parents. It 

aiways 





er, 








ifa- 
not 


CW- 





FOREIGN 


aiways had, and now continued to 
have an eflabluhment paid by the 


i 
public of hue ind, tor the fake ot 
the influence or the crown; threat 
colony never aville been able, or 
’ oe } . yeryeye { t+ +} qo _ 
Willing, to Tan pon ittcil the ex 


pec or if }Pi DC! 


ws OoOWwnh al jh ro) ] red ) ty . Thy 
‘ * 
. , , 
province 0! Nova Scotia was the 
: 7ot Tr. \, . 
\ uncett ] -¢ ft t< Ourit ch id ot 


oer 
fae DOUG, sua 


- ’ . } { 1 vor verry 
(srcat Britain In no icl t! tn feven 


hundred thoufind pounds, without 
being yet able to ty r thole of- 
of expence, Which were muil- 
called its government. 

hie proce i to oO VC. nat 
however rea } adioioii ragion 


° . } ) \ 

fil nt hy ti ICT 1 tac board oft 
. q 

trude ana lamtations, thcy were 

very cautious how they employed | it; 

ees error 

bi) it . 1) 
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Th parhiain nt, 
it they icem dto!} dD it up for any 
When commercial 


its of the ereatett weieht, and 


other purpote. 
‘ 


mott clolely connected with our 
urpenaencles, Were | itated 1) pur- 
kiainent, nobody ver thouchr of 
coniulting the board of trade; nor 
did any of the mnume: ible recula- 
tions of that kind, which had been 
made, for dome years pak, derive 
., or their Nuprovemens, 
from that board. OF the feveral 
Fatt-India bills which had been fuc- 


CENIVELA produeed tince 1707s not 


their ome 


onigmated there; nor did any 

in dream of referring 
uy part of them thither. 
the acts were tramed which were 
Amencan war, or 
attendant on its commencement, 
tlations, 


preidaes to the 


of commercial ree 


fuch as th y Were; the intercoule 


is the prohibitary bill: the fith- 
ow Bott , . ’ 
'Y Dinjg aa bone of thele was tue 


ing them an equal t 
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bosrd of trade confulted: though 
if that board was not concerned w 
fuch things, in what particular w: 

it thought fit that it fhould be COT. 
cerned? But m the courfe of all 
thete bills throueh the houfe, the 
inembers of that board were remark- 
ably cautious of intermeddiine. 
; ul decorum bette: 

they knew thrt matters of f ile 


i ~i% 


‘yy 

icy Uhacl 
leas ts ‘Are »¢ } (, d 
| bhingtullons were no OUunels OF 


‘there were two recent occafions 
Which. it the idea of anv ute for thet 
board had not been extineuilhed by 
srard, ’ try aaanen eae | 1) ‘ 1] 
Dreiec ri plo, dppearea OUdiV tO Cal 
for their imeterterence. When com- 


miilioners were fent topay the duuiul 


a 

ii 

reipects of his majetty, und the pir 

lament, tothe Congret sotthe lt nited 

States of America, a part ot their 

powers under the commiflion was of a 
I 


nereral wature Piney were au 


thorized in the moit ample and unde- 
fined manner, to form a commercial 
treaty with Amertea on th. por, 
As the tormation of fuch a treaty 
would neceflarily have been no iels 
than the break ng up of our whole 
commerenml fvitem, and the givine 
it an entive new torm, it micht 
have — imagined that the board 
ot trade would have fat day and 
night to model p rop fitions, which, 
on our a miy ht ferve as a batis 
to thi ue tr But nothing of thi 
kind iianead Their learned let- 
fure was not in the lealt interrupted 
though one ot the members of thar 
bout d Wials al 
might, in mere 
othee, have been fuppoled t Nth 
afhew of deliberation on the tub- 


commulhiones 


COM p.m it to 


,. 
ject. 


When the acts were lately tram: 
fo) on ing a mec trade to Lie land 
wooliens, and im all thines el 
with independent nations, and en 
rade fo our own 
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colonies, it might have been fup- 
ofed, that the novelty of this great, 
i arduous and critical improve- 
ment of fyitem, would have wholly 
deftroyed the plan of furmer re- 
creation of the board of trade, by 
veferences to examine, compare, 
and digeft matters tor parliament : 
it might have been imagined, that 
Irifh commiffioners of cuftoms and 
Englith commiffioners of cuftoms, 
and commiffioners of excife, that 
merchants and manutacturers of 
every denomination, had daily 
crowded their outer rooms. But 
there was nothing of all this. The 
perpetual virtual adjournment, and 
the unbroken fitting vacation of that 
board, were no more difturbed by 
the Irith than by the plantation come 
merce, or any other commerce. It 
was, therefore, Mr. Burke faid,on the 
opinion of parhament, on the opi- 
nion ot the minitters, andon their own 
opinion of their inutility, that he pro- 
pofed .o fupprels the board of trade 
and plantanions; and to recommit all 
its bufinefs’ to the council, from 
whence it was very improvidently 
taken; and which butinefs, what- 
ever it might be, was there much 
better done, and without any ex- 
pene Ct. ; ; 

He alfo propofed fome regula- 
tions in the houfehold, relative to 
the officers of the yeomen of the 
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( 
gentlemen penffoners: and hkewile 
a plan of arrangement, by which 
the civil lit money was to be ap- 
propriated and fixed to its feveral 


dervices accordine to thetr nature. 
He divided the civil litt payments 
into nine clafles, putting each clafs 


or runitiee ( t the demand: and a 
fixed and invariable order was to be 
eftablithed in all the payments 
the civil lif, which it was not to be 
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nd the ofhicers and band of 
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permitted to the firit lord of the 
treafury to depart from, upon an 
pretence whatfoever. 

Mr. Burke’s attention to the pub. 
lic economy did not prevent him 
from making fome provifion, in his 
plan of reformation, for thofe pri- 
vate perfons, whofe whole livecli- 
hood, or the greateft part of it, 
might confift in the profits of places 
intended to be fuppreffed. Com. 
miflioners were to be appointed to 
examine all cafes of this kind, rea- 
fonable allowances and itipends were 
to be granted, and as many as pof- 
fible were to be provided for by 
being put into fuch offices of real 
utility to the ftate, as from time to 
time thould become vacant. put 
no peer, or member of parliament, 
was to be entitled to any relief of 
this kind. , 

Befides the great faving to the 
public which would arife trom the 
adoption ot this plan, he obferved, 
that it would extinguifh fecret cor- 
ruption almoft to the pofiibilitv. of 
its exiftence, and it would dettroy 
direct and vifible influence equal to 
the ofhees of at leaft fifty members 
ot parhament, He thought the 
whole of his plam not only practi- 
cable, but practicable in a very fhort 
time, It parliament were in earnef 
about it, and would exert that in- 
duitry, and thofe talents, in for- 
warding the work, which he was 
afraid might be exerted in imped- 
ing it, he engaged, that the whole 
Inight be put Into complete execue 
tion withina year. For his own 
part he engaged to the houte, it 
they chute to appoint him to any 
part of the execution of the work, 
that by night and by day, in town 
or in country, at the defk, or in the 
torett, he would, without regard to 
convenience, eafe, or pleafure, de- 
vote hunfelf to the public fervice, 
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not expecting, or admitting, any 
reward whatfoever. 

At the fame time, he added, 
he fhould be able, and fhould be 
permitted, he would lend a help- 
ing hand to any other eood work 
which fhould be going on. He had 
not the preftumption to fuppofe, that 
his plan cont: tuned init the whole of 
what the public had a right to ex- 
pect, in the great work of reforma- 
tion that they called tor. Indeed, 
it fell infinitely fhort of it. It fell 
fhort even of his own ideas. He 
had fome thoughts not yet fully 
ripened, relative to a reform in the 
culloms and excife, as well as in 
fome other branches of financial ad- 
minif{tration. There were other 
things too, which formed effential 
parts in a great plan, forthe pur- 
pofe of reitoring independence to 
ewe The contractors bill 
ot the preceding vear was fit to be 
revived; as well as the bill for fuf- 
pending the votes of cuitom-houte 
othcers, which had been brought 
into parliament feveral years hetore 
by Mr. Dowdefwell. It would be 
Inkewife neceflary to review our mi- 
litary expences for fome years patt; 
and, if potlible, to bind up and 
cloie that bleeding artery of profu- 
don. Something mutt alfo be de- 
viled, if poifible, to check the ruin- 
Ous expenee of elections. Au or 
moft of thefe things muft be done, 
aly d every one muit take his parte 
It wu as the more neceflary that the 
houle of commons fhould exert 
themfelves, becaute the whole hope 
of retormation was now cait upon 
them. In ths he referred to the 
late rejection in the houfe of peers 
ot Lord 
ay) pointing a committee of. both 
houfes to examine into the public 
expenditure. Noman, he faid, was 
more zealontly attached than he was 
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to the privileges of the houfe of 
commons, particularly in regard to 
the exclufive management of inoney. 
The lords had no right to the dif- 
pofition, in any fenfe, of the public 
purfe: but they had gone farther in 
felf-denial than the utmott jealouly 
of the commons could have require 
ed. A power of examining ace 
counts, to cenfure, correct, and 
punifh, the commons had never 
thought of denying to the houle or 
lords. It was fomething more 
than a century fince the commons 
had voted that body ufelefs: but 
they had now voted themfelves fo. 
He, therefore, exhorted the com- 
mons, in parliament aflembled, to 
be one and the fame thing with the 
commons at large. The diftin¢tions 
that were made to feparate them, 
were unnatural and wicked contriv- 
ances. The reprefe itatives of the 
pe ple fhould incorporate theme 
felves with them, and give them a 
faithtul pledge, that though they 
honoured the crown, they Jelonge 
to them, and were their faithtul 
auxiliaries, and not their tafk-maf- 
ters. Their motto and their prin- 
ciple fhould be, “ War with the 
world, and peace ith our contti- 
tuents.”’ 

Mr. Burke was three hours and 
twenty minutes in delivering this 
moft elegant and claborate fpeech ; 
and the candour and moderation, 
the variety and extent of informa- 
tion, the perfpicuity of reafoning, 
and the elegance of manner, with 
which his plan of reformation was 
introduced, obtained him the warm- 
eft and moft unreferved applaufe 
trom all parties. Even the miniiter 
umfelf declared, that a more able 
fee ech had never been delivered in 
that houfe; and that he believed 
no other gentleman would have 
been equal to it, though he had the 
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happinefs to know many who pof- 
felled yreat brilliancy ot parts. 
The whole ot Vir. Burkce’s plan 
was to be comprehended im fis 
bills. He firit moved for leave to 
bring in a bill ® for the betrer re- 
elation ot his majedly ’s civil etta- 
blifhments, and of COYtaie p ibahic 
ofhec - tor the limitation of pel 
ons, and the Lup pre thon of certian 
atelels, expenfive, and incouvenient 
places ; aml tor applyiny the ino- 
nies faved thereby to the publi {ere 
vice.’ ford North fai, he certatn- 
ly flhhould not oppagse the bringine in 
of this ntl: but he defired the houte 
mj© underitat d, that he did roe they - 
by picdire himielt, thar | 
not oppote toi fome one or othe 
of its fubt quent ftaces. ‘Lhe fub- 
rect wis of th mott ferrous 1s port- 
anee, and went to the new tor biey 
ot our cdomettic eflablifime ne: it re- 
quired theretore, the moit delibe- 
rate contideration, and oucht tol t 
ditcutfed with the urmott cure and 
circumfpection. Lord George Gor- 
don {poke Ass 8 ppolition to the bill, 
and infitted on div the houle 
avainit bringing ian; out had the 


himte tt 


idineg 


mortitic thon to 


finn apone 

in the diviiion agarnit i. 
Lord North itated, that there was 
a difference between this bill tor re- 
' hating the ettabl (iments, mid 


jome ot the ot he rs, aS they aticcted 
the ancient patrimony of the crown 
and theretore withed them to be 
poitponed, till the king’ content 
could be obtained. This diftine- 
tion Was ttrongly contro, erted ; but 
when it was intifted on as a point 
of decorum only, it was agreed to 
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cordingly, on the Monday 
ine, heave was 


O another day. 


riven, On the motion 


ot Mr. Burke, without oppolition, 
co bring an the three tollowin 
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. \ Nik Jor 11) lo the cro 
the duchy and co ty Palatine ot 
1. nealicr; Jor the huUppreivon (>} 
unnecellary ofc 9 lw bel 1) kt) 


thereto s,s ior the “{Certainime ye ahi 


feCuriey of temane and orhes ri his 
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and tor the fale of ails » dan 
ton t 
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palatine, or cither of them; ana 
bo ip by th proguce ihiercot to 
the public tervice.”’ 

At tae fame Lime, iv Durke 


moved for leave to bring im * a bill 
for uniting the duchy of Cornwall 

} - ae , “ + 
to the Crown; Tol thi fuppre ion Of 
now be- 
afcertuin- 
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certain unnecet 
longing thereto; tor the 
Nncrnt 


Ootner yvicrlyt 


oth he | 
and iceurity of tenant and 
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the iale of 
ria i; Lala 
within, or ob long ’ 
! he na ; ‘-- 
qiauaciry . anG IO} ApPpivin f the pio- 
} ae ’ ; ss 7 a i.) 
Guce thereor to the pubic fervice. 
ctlone being made by 
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the furveyor-general of the duchy 
concerning the melts of the Prine 
or \\ ale ‘. then in his mit orityv, an | 
Lord North reneunin , per tly i- 
} 


lent, Nir. Burke, ut bCTh th, the i i} 


4\ai 


ras“ He neccity of fome refor- 

| mation, in the public expen- 
Ciiure, continued to» be prefied with 
the moft indctatigable zeal by the 
renticmen im oppolition, Some pro- 
politions of that kind were laid be- 
fore the Houte of Common 9 
rath of February, by Colonel Barre. 
HH obterved, that the plan ol @co- 
, Which had been fubmitted to 
the confideration of the Houle by 


Mr. b ike 


anu ability, comprehended a vreau 


Om tiie 


homy 


» with fuch eloquence 


deal, and promifed advantaves to this 
CO buitry of tl e molt flatter nature. 
But he was well aflured, that gen- 
ticman did not claim any exclutive 
privilese of forming propofitions lor 
athorouvh reform. It was a great 
crilis, and every man fhould exert 
himilelt tor the national benectit. 
The pubhe meetings of the countics 
evinced that the people expr ted 
rm drels, and it became that ho Ic, 
in the prefent hour of difficulty, and 
fufpicion, to uct as became the re- 
prefentative of the people. As to 
himfelf, there were fome objects 
Which he ardently wifhed to intro- 
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he ftrongly contended againft the 
pri i 1 le ot the objection, confented 
to withdraw this laft motion for the 
preient, to be removed upon an 


‘ 
CaATLY OCCAUOUN. 
* 


fe XII, 

reduce the public E-xpenditure, recome 

Co ! Bar } 4 7 A M wi lee r con , 
f Cad f } if Sub ‘ cl. DD, hat ° ON 
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‘ by the Croton, In Am),le 


4; adore / fa by fh [I le One of Mr. 


, am 4 
/ j f den "/ my Vé v1 the ju fi 


ary and ‘ lraerai la’y Services of [hé 


duce to the confideration of the 
houle, and which would be prop tly 
connected with thofe of his honour- 
able trie nad. to whote public {priit d 
efforts the nation was fo much in- 
debted. In that gentleman’s plan, 
he had not attempted to lIeffen the 
reat emoluments of the hieh oth cg 
inthe Exchequer, but had lete them 
to continue as the y were during the 
live of the prefent poffeflo: . put 
he confefled, that he thought fome- 
thing more fliould be done. He did 
not think it right, that perfons, who 
were in general potletfed of larye 
piivate fortunes, fhould be permit. 
ted, during the wars and calamitics 
of the country, to reap advan- 
tage 5 w hin h the y di l not mW tin ; of 
peace and profperity : and he would 
on this ground introduce a prope fi- 
tion, that the perquilites and profits 
ot thofe places fliould be put ona 
footing cqual to the peace eftablifh- 
ment; which he thought was tft 
and reafonable. 

Another 1 byeét of the high ft 
importance, and whi h, im his Opie 
mion, Ccalicd moit loudly for retore 
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mation was the mode of voting the 
public money without citimate. It 
appeared, that no lefs than fix mil- 
lions of the public money was in the 
hands of two minifters, tor which 
there had not been, to that inoment, 
the fmalleft account. What could 
the people of this country think of 
fuch a proceeding ? He could with 
aflurance inform the Houie, that the 
greatett part of that large fum might 
have been reduced to eftimate. 

In the year 1775, the extraordi- 
narics had amounted to more than 
goo,ocol. Surprifed at the enor- 
mity of this fum, he called for 
vouchers, 
poflible, how it had been expended. 
‘The accounts came, but he found 
that inttead of throwing any light 
on the matter, they ftated no more 
than the dates ot the warrants from 
the commander in chict, on which 
the money had been paid. As he 
proceeded i n this, he waded deeper 
into obteurity, and there was no 
more hght thrown on the matte by 
the accounts, than there had been 
by the grols vote of the Houle. He 
was convinced, he fal, that nothing 
but a commiflion of accounts, con- 
lifting of a finall number of men, 
could correct this evil, and bring it 
within proper bounds and control. 
He knew that the minilters would 
have the naming of the committee : 
but notwithitanding this, he torelaw 
much good trom it. A fmall com- 
mittee would not dare, in the face 
of their country, to make a mockery 
of what was intended as a national 
good. Ou this he reited his hopes, ¢t 
and he would on a future day intro- 
aiuce propoli tions to this eftect. 

The minifter upon this oceafion 
made a tpeech, trom which tt was ma- 
nitett, thateven he thoucht it necef- 
fary that fomething fhould be done 
to veform the public expenditure. 


$ 


that he might enquire, if 


He faid, that he wifhed to hear the 
propofitions of gentlemen from every 
fide of the houfe: and he affured 
them, that no man in it would be 
more ready to adopt any plan that 
appe ared calculated for the promo- 
tion of econoiny, and for reducing 
the public expence to order and li. 
mit. When a * in of reformation 
had late! V bee: laid before > the 
Houfe with fo ir ingenuity, he 
Inq\ ured if there were any more pro- 
potitions ftill left. He did this, be- 
caufe he was fomewhat furprifed, 
that the author of that plan fhou! d 
have neglected the ground which he 

thought the mott “effential of all. 
That the expenditure of the public 
mouev fhould be brought, as much 
as poilible, under check aad control, 
he was well convinced; and no 
member, he believed, would ven- 
ture to deny the propofition. It 
Was very certain, that the prefent 
courfe of Exchequer was inimical to 
a fpeedy and effectual contro}. The 
fyitem was unequal to the extent of 
the bufinefs ; and it created delays 
and inconveniencies exceedingly dif- 
agreeable, and which tended to ob- 
ftruct, mftead of expediting, as they 
ought, the national fervice. The 
iw sagne, he faid, ought to be fatistied 
with refpect to the expenditure ; it 
was their right; they expected it; 
and he, tor his own part, wilhed that 
the utmoft clearnefs and prectfion 
thould be foundin the public accounts. 
He was convinced, that all the ex- 
pence could not be reduced to efti- 
mate. The nature of war was fuch, 
that no pro| bauble eftin vi ite could be 
found ¢ capable ot prov dit bey Ag: init 
contingenacs. There mutt, there- 
fore, be exceedings ; and ever fince 
the land and fea ferviece of this couns 
try had advanced to bulk and mag- 
ni tude, exceedings were found to be 


abiolutely neceflary. When an of- 
ficer 
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ficer made a demand, it was not pof- 
Gbie to withhold it. The fervice in 
the hour of danger and action mutt 
not be abandoned : and though the 
fums fo advanced might be even ex- 
travagant, yet ata diftance from the 
feene of action, and unacquainted 
yi the neceflities of the occafion, 
vovernment could not retufe the re- 

a But the officer was an{wer- 
‘ble to his country tor the fums that 
he reccived: and it was on this ref- 
nfibilit y that the advancements had 

en origi ier made and admitted. 

“He acknowleged, that he thought 
acommilflion of accounts the moft 
~— way of checking the public 

xpence hays he contidered it as 

0 faluta , and indeed fo neceflarv 
a pes that he withed to fee it 
adopted. The honourable gentle- 
man Who firit threw out the propo- 
fition had faid, that the only ob- 
jection was, that the muimiftry would 
have the n iming otf mu. He knew, 
hat the majority oO} the houle would 
have the naming of it: but why 
the decition of the majority of the 
houle of cominons fhould throw 
an oblo juy on the pertons they 
named, he was yet to learn. Com- 
mittees of accounts had frequently 
been appointed, and they had fome- 
times tailed of producing any good. 
When tormed on principles ot _ 
tion, they were actuated by intrigue, 
not by zeal; and politics had mix od 
— . es with every Gatien: 


When they hid been appointed of 


atemporary nature, and gentlemen 
had both attended them, ‘and their 
cuty in the Houfe, little good had 
been derived from them: for their 
tine had been inade quate to the ob- 
jects of their concern. Buta com- 
mittee of a {mall number of gentle- 
men rendered permanent, «and fit- 
tag through the year, would be 


. S euse , a j ' 
Capahe of renderine folid advantare 
as a 
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to the country. As to the honour- 
able gentleman’s other propofition, 
refpecting the emoluments and fala- 
ries of offices during war, he could 
only fay, that no exorbitant fees, 
no extravagant profits, arofe in the 
ofhces. If the emoluments were 
large and uncommon in the prefent 
ftate of things, it was becaufe a 
larger receipt and expenditure now 
occurred than during a peace eftae 
bhihment. A certain profit was an- 
nexed to the amount of the receipt 
and payment, and that confequent- 
ly arofe in proportion to the ad- 
vancement of the national expences 

Colonel Barré commended the 
noble lord for the manner in which 
he had fpoken ; he now confidered 
him as having pledged himfelf to 
agree to a committee of accounts ; 
and he formed the moft favourable 
yrefage of fuccefs from his declara- 
tions. He admitted, that the extra- 
ordinaries could not be prevented 
altogether, and that it was impof- 
fible to withhold the dem: ands of of- 
ficers upon actual fervice. But 
were he in the fituation of the mi- 
nifter, he would let officers know, 
that it was not the treafury alone 
that they had to fatisfy, but the par- 
lament ‘alfo; and that the treafury 
could not protect them from the in- 
quiries and cenfure of their coun- 
try. As to what his lordfhip had 
advanced concerning the emolu- 
ments of office, he faid, that cer- 
tainly men who enjoyed great and 
extravagant profits, me rely trom the 
occafions of war, ought to make no 
objection to yielding up thofe pro- 
fits, and fhould be contented with 
the profits which they received in 
peace. He atked the minifter whe- 
t 


her he would afford him his affiftance 


in his {cheme of a commiflion of 
accounts, which his lordflip re adily 
promifed; and the Colonel informed 


the 
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the houfe, that he fhould lay be- 
fore them a plan of this kind in a 
fhort time. Lord George Gordon 
remarked, that credit “had been 

iven too haflily to the declarations 
of the minifter, and that too favour- 
able an opinion had been formed of 
his intentions: for his own part, he 
believed, that he had no other de- 
fign but to cajole the houfe and the 
people. 

Mr. Fox obferved, that a better 
method of accounting to the houfe 
for the eapenditure of pubhe mo- 
nies Ought to be adopted. At pre- 
fent, the iffue of very large fun 

was year after year unaccounte { tor: 
and ‘he thou cht, that the minifter 


fhould no Waly rer be fuffered to lay 


out enormous fums, for the expen- 
diture of which the houfe had as 
little given their allent, as the pub- 
lic were fatis h ed : its rece Ipts. ‘| he 
very lait year, he eftimate tor the 
t) anfport rove Bi trom Corke to 
America, had been given in at 
60,0001. and no lefs a fum than 
go0o0,cool. was ante? charged for 
that very fervice; though the m- 
nifter, with a nadetty pecul lr to 
himfelf, had never thought it worth 
his while to explain fuch an cnor- 
mous excels ot the ettimate. No 
lefs a fum than 60,0001. bp alfo 
been iflued to Mr. Stewa » buy 
refents for the he a Re how 
it Was laid out, the houfe was total- 
ly ignorant. It was, therefore, in- 
difpe: ably neceffa: that the ex- 
enditure of the pa lic money 
ould be put under fome control: 
and it was alio neceflury, that the 
influence of the crown fhould be 
checked, for the fafety of the con- 
fticution. Lord North, in reply 
faid, that the influence of the crown 
had not increafed of late years, and 
that any attempt at a diminution of 
it was to be refitted: whereupon 
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Colonel Barré faid, he fhould be 
glad to learn from the noble lord, 
whether, if a commitiion of accounts 
fhould be appointed, it Was to be 
an inftruction to the n, to avoid 
touching upon any thing that nicht 


» 


tend to if fien th ¢ inf ee of the 
CTrOM ne ej hi Ss he part eis ulas ly dd cfired 
to Db . rorm ed OT, as it wo uld be 


bette T, “he faid, to die In the cauute 
at onee, 1f no real and fublt inti il 


relief was intended to be afforded to 
q- ‘ i wwe, 

the peopfe of hieland. The mini. 

fter gavé no direct aniwer to this, 


but des Lure { his re idinefs TO ace 
q ricice 1 a COMM rilths bh of ACCOUNTS 5 
and to aflord hus ath 
prom tion of it. In the courte of 
this ce bate, aN het of reflections 
were thrown out againtt the county 
petitions and affoctations; but they 
were very ably detended by the eens 
tlemen engaged in oppolition. 

On the following day Sir George 
Savile moved, that an account of 
all places held under the govern- 
ment, with the falaries annexed to 
them, fhould be laid betore the 
hor fe. “The motion was acreed to, 
with out oppofition. He then mov- 


ed, That an humble addrets be 
refented to his majefty, that he 
would be gracioufly pleated to give 


Keotileia that there fhould be laid 
before that Houfe, an account of 
all fubfitting pentions granted by 
the crown during ; ple afure, or other- 
Wile, fpecifying the amount of fuch 
pentions retpectively, and the times 
when, and the perfons to whom, 
fuch pentions were granted.”” This 
motion went directly to one great 
object of the petitions of the pco- 
ple. They had prayed that pen- 
fions, unmerited by public fervices, 
all finecure places, or efficient p laces 
with exorbitant falaries fhould be 
retrenched, and the favings appro- 


priated to the public fervice. But 
with 
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without an authentic lift of the per- 
{ons enjoying fuch pentions, it w ould 
be impoilible to appreciate their re- 
{pective merits, or to obtain the in- 
formation necefiary to comply with 
the requilitions of the people. But 
the motion was oppofed by Lord 
Nugent, who faid, that many de- 
ferving perfons enjoyed his majefty’s 
private bounty, who would not with 
their names to be made public. 
Some reduced gentry ftood in the 
fame predicament: and there were 
many Lady Bridgets, Lady Maries, 
and Jennies, who would be much 
hurt at having their names entered 
in the proceedings of that Houte, as 
pennoners of the ttate. Pinde in 
general Was apt to extend its influ- 
ence more or lefs every where; but 
female pride was fanctioned, and 
partly approved by cuttom. But itla- 
dy Jenny, and lady Mary, who pafled 
as perfons of confequence in their 
refpective neighbourhoods, — were 
difcovered to be mere penfioners 
and dependents on a court, they 
would toon lofe the refpect to which 
they were entitled by their rank. 
At all events, as their appointinents 
were but fmall, and the object all 
taken together but trifling, he 
thought it would be much better if 
the honourable baronet would give 
up his motion, Sir George Savile 
rt plied, that lo far as the lady Ma- 
rics, and ladies Jennies and Bridgets, 
came Within the views of his motion, 
he telt equally with the noble lord, 
for the inconveniencies and difagree- 
able coniequences, arifing from the 
circumitance of publicly declaring 
the means, which perfons of rank, 
but finall fortune, had to fupport 
themielves, To this very painful 
heceluty he had nothing to oppofe, 
but the great and important advan- 
tages which his contftitueuts expected 
to derive from fuch a general dif- 
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clofure. No man felt more for the 
delicacy, and nice feelings, of lady 
Betty or lady Mary; but yet noman, 
contidering the great object in view, 
could facrifice thofe inferior teelings 
with more pertect refignation. The 
debate on this fubject was now in- 
terrupted by the fudden indifpotition 
ot the Speaker; and the Houfe was 
adjourned till the 21 ft of the month, 
when the debate was rejumed. 

The minitter then moved an 
amendment to the motion: that af- 
ter the words “‘orctherwife,”’ fhould 
be added, ** and payable at the Exe 
chequer.”’ His lordfhip obferved, 
that he believed the true ftate of 
pentions was but very impertedctly 
known. All was not properly 
{peaking penfiox that appeared on 
the penfion lift. He enumerated a 
number of falaries that were paid 
under the denomination of penfions. 
Seventecn thoufand pounds were 
paid at the Exchequer; and fourteen 
thoufand by the paymatfter of the 
penfioners. Thirty-five thoufand 
pounds of what pafled tor penfion- 
litt was not really fo. After deduét- 
ing this fum, and the four fhillings 
inthe pound ot the tax on places 
and penfions, the fum remaining 
under the denomination of penfion 
was forty-cight, or fifty thoufand 
pounds, a fum lefs by ten thoufand 
pounds than what an honourable 
gentleman, in his plan of public 
economy, had agreed to allow to 
the crown for that purpofe. He 
thought that the county meetings 
were very ill informed with regard 
to many unportant particulars: and 
he was perfuaded, that if the people 
of England knew, thatall they could 
expect from expoiing the names of 
pentioners, was only the favings of 
a fevere oeconomy, applied to fo 
fmall a fubject as fitty thoufand 
pounds, they would have greater 

libere 
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liberality and delicacy than to infitt 
upon the preient motion. It mutt 
be grating to every humane and 
honourable man, to ‘expofe the ne- 
ceflities of ancient and noble families 
to the prying eyes of malignant 
curiolity ; to hold up the man who 
has a penfion, to the detra¢tion and 
envy of him who hates hin, 
becaufe he has none; to prepare 
a feaft for party-writers, and furnith 
materials tor magazines and new!- 
papers, which would magnify and 
milrepreicnt every circumftance i 
the whole detail of the account of 


pentions. Thete were the bad ef- 
tects, and he knew of no good ones 
that could refult trom an indifer- 


minate expofure of all who received 
penhons from yovernment. 

Mr. Dunn ing faid, that he 
fidered the motion then ” tore them 
importa becaute 
Upon its tate the laaeihens ons ot the 
people ot England hung with regard 
to the object of their numerous pe- 
titions. It the honourable baronet’s 
motion was received, as it came 
pure trom his mouth, and unmixed 


cOon- 


as extreme ly 


with ilate craft, then might the 
people hope that thei petitions 
would have the detfired effect. But 
if it Was to. be trict red down into 
the amenamenis propotd by the 
noble lora, there Was no room to 
hope that any farther application 
from the people of 1) land, ot that 
kind, would avail them. The mi- 
Miter mutt greatiy uncer-rate +! 

underftandings of gentlemen in chat 
houte, and thole Ukewife of the 
people at large, it he thousht they 
would be duped by his rots art : 
fo far as to believe, that the ditt col- 
ties he held cacy were tt re) ob- 
je tions Which private i | ced 
his heart when he op a 1)- 
ton. The tum o, i ty ti vand 


pounds Was certainly not flich as to 
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yield great favings to the nation 
trom the moft rigid @conomy. But 
the faving of money was but a fe. 
condary obied. The reduction of 
the influence of the crown was the 
rh. It by cutting off torty-thou- 
fand pounds from the civil litt, they 
coule l cut oft forty voters from that 
phal anx, Whom no confidcrations of 
public utility could influence, whom 
no obitacles could deter foomn adher- 
to the minifter of the day, in 
whatever predicament he might 
ftand, an important end would be 
dined: tor not only would the 
faving of that forty-thoufand pounds 
prevent a profution and watte of 
much greater fums, butit would con- 
folidate cs batis of Britith liberty. 
The minitter, he remarked, did 
not refule to lay before the houle 
an account of about thirty-five thou. 
fand pounds paid by the paymatter 
of the penfioners, and at the public 
hexchs quer. “Phat is, he offered to 
compromile matters, by giving “po 
fomething that they did not want, 
lieu of fomething that they 
What they might know at publ lic of- 
fices, he woth f tell them: what was 
afecret among courtiers and places 
nen, he would keepa feeret. With 
fuch defiens, and obferving fucha line 
of conduct, ought he to be furp ited, 
that the petidoners in the different 
rland were, on many 
very ill informed ? 


fecmed to be of 


nGe 
ing 


did. 


counties ot En: 
p litical fubjects, 
But the muinitter 


—* that becaufe the country 
petitioners were tl informed, theres 
tore it was impertinent in them to 
defire the means of better informa- 
tion, \ noble lord had objected tO 
the motion trom motives of delicacy, 
becaufe it would affect the nice teel- 


certain ladies; but it was 
mM ty that it was thete la- 
dies, but certain polit: ical detaulters, 

init whom the motion was ss 
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led. Poverty was no difgrace where 
‘+ was not brought on by vice or 
folly : 1t was no fhame for perfons 
nobly defecended, when reduced to 
want through the extravagance or 
vices ot fome of their anceftors, to 
receive bounty from the royal hand. 
It would be well, if the lift of pen- 
fioners was made up of perfons of 
that defcription. But there was 
much re alon to fufpect, that 1t a- 
bounded with perfons of tar lefs than 
even the negative merit of inoften- 
five maiden ladies in circumitances 
of indigence. 

The minitter had objected to the 
expofition of reipec tuble names to 
the prying cye of m: thenant curlo- 
fity. It would bea pity that through 
any of our public meafures, the 
names of penfioners fhould be in- 
ferted in magazines and news-papers, 
in which their characters would be 
traduced, their fervices depreciate d, 
and a thoufand little fervices Mnag- 
nified or mifreprefented. But Was 
the Noble Lord aware ot the feverity 
of this cenfure on admini tration, or 
had he {poken thefe words only 1 
he hurry and animation of de rl > 
If the lit of penfioners was fuch as 
the Noble Lord need not be afhamed 
of, it would be his intereft and his 
duty to have it publifhed in all the 
magazines and news-papers in Great 
Britain. He ought immediately to 
employ his hireling feribes to infert 
itin their pamphlets, to lecture, to 
comment upon it, and to fhew the 
world, that the jealoufies and fur- 
miles with which we had been deat- 
ened concerning the pentfion litt, 
were entirely without foundation, 

It was thrown out on the fide of 
adminiftration, he remarked, that 
the prefent was not a time to think 
of plans of retormation in the ftate ; 


that by fuch attem pts the hands of 


adminiftration would be w eakened ; 
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the wheels of rovernment would be 
ftopped. This language went abroad 
among ignorant and weak people, 
and they were deluded by the found 
without examining the fenfe. But 
in_reality what was government, but 
the execution of the laws of the 
country, the preferving the confti- 
tution inviolate, for the good of the 
community ? It was intended by 
public wconomy not to weaken, but 
to ftrengthen the hands of the 
crown ; not to impede, but to faci- 
litate the movement of the wheels 
of government. “ But it is a 
ftorm,’ ”” exclaims the minifter of the 
day; “* all hands to work! only 
remember, that I and my adherents 
are the fhip; don’t meddle with us, 
for if you remove us from the helm, 
down finks the fhip.’? It was not 
parliamentary debate, he proceeded 
to obferve, it was not reafoning, 
that they had now got into: but the 
miniftry flatiy de nied that white was 
white, or that black was black. 
The Noble Lord who pretided in ad- 
miniitration often talked of gentle 
men envying and hating placemen 
and pentioners, beeaufe they wanted 
places and pentions to themfelves ; 
* but what place,’”’ faid Mr. Dune 
ning, ** willthe Noble Lord give me 
that I will accept ?’? He appealed 
io the whole tenor of his life tor 
the fincerity of his fentiments when 
he declared, that it was his firm con- 
viction, that public aconomy, and 
that only, would retard the ruin of 
this down-talling nation. He was 
not, he faid, one of thote who loved 
to fifh in muddy waters, or that 
fought to eftablifh his fortune on the 
ruins of the ftate. His confcience 
bore him witnels, that he neither 
wifhed to be rewarded for taking 
any thare in the falvage, nor to par- 
ticipate in the wrecks of the flate. 
He only withed to fee the vetlel 
failiny 
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failing gaily and pleafantly, as in 
former times, and bound to fricndly 
and propinoys havens. 

Several precedents were mention- 
ed in the courfe of this debate, ot 
fimilar motions to that now made 
by Sic George Savile, and which 
had been agreed to by former par- 
liaments. Colonel Barie particularly 
meationed, that fuch a motion was 
made, and agreed to, on the 18th 
of December, 1703, when the then 
ayinafter-gcneral, Sir Stephen Fox, 
i brought to the bar, was or- 
dered home with three members ot 
the Houfe, who had charge of him, 
to tetch his accounts, and was com- 
pelled to give the names of all the 
men hers oft p iwhament W ho had 
pentions given thein. | 

Ny : By nar « allied upon the minittes 
to get up, and declare like an honett 
man, il there were not pentions pail 
be fides thofe received at the othce 
ot the bavinatter-yene ral, or the 
Exchequet tor he had good infor- 
mation, that divers members of par- 
liament, of both Houles, received 
pentions at the cud ot every feflion ; 
that a hit was privately made out 
for that purpole, ind burnt imime- 
diately after the penhons were paid 
according to tt. 

The Lord-advocate of Scotland 
Was for rejes tig the motion gv sere. 
There was no part of it, he faid, 
fit to be comphed with. It the 
gentlemen jn oppotition knew any 
penhoners who were unworthy of 
heir penuions, why did they not 
point them our ? He did not in his 
conference belreve, that there were 
any members of parliament that re- 
ceived any part ot the forty-eight 
thoufand pounds that were men- 
tioned to be employed im _ pentions. 
te was of Opinion, that the quel- 
non oughe not to be avreed to, 
ecaute that to leffen the pention- 





H AND 
lift more than it was at prefent, was 
not amongit the propolitions fo, 


‘ 


general reform of the public ie 
penditure ; and he verily bel; ved, 
that if the petitioners could be 
brought to the bar of the Hout 
they would one and all declare, that 
they did not wifh any INqUITY into 
the iit of penfions, 

Mr. Burke obferved, that there 
was no language he was mutter of, 
that would enable him to make 4 
proper return for the effufion of 
compliments which the mintfter had 
pourc 1 Upon the plan of mconomy 
that he had fubmitted to the Houfe. 
The Noble Lord admired it prodi- 
rioully ; it had rivetted his | iInegy 
ric; but when any part ot it ¢ one 
under conti ration, his Lo dflip 
was the fink to condemn it. Hy 


iked the whole of the propotition 


b nd when they were divided, |} was 


fure to condemn them. is to thy 
miniiter’s pretends ie delicacy, on 
account of this lady, and t! yy 
he believed there was no lady Betty, 


nor lady Jane, that would ca 
fie tor the minifter’s expoting then 
names, if the penfion were to be 
continued, 

Myr. Fox treated with the utmott 
contempt the affertion of the Lord- 
idvoeate ot Scotland, that the coun- 
ty petitioners, if at the bar, would 
dilapprove of the motion then be- 
tore the Houte, It Walls an alte rt ny, 


he hata, \' hic h Was mniftrous al id 
{ 


prepottcrous, and too grofs tor any 
one to ule , but the perion who had 
ufed it: becaufe, to firike off all 
unneceflary and unmerited penfions, 
Wis Certainly going directly to the 
two creat obj cts of the petition, 
which were, a reduétion of the pub- 
lic expences, and a deereafe of the 
influence of the crown. As to the 
pretence of the mimiter, that it was 
the penfion lift, 


’ 


midelicute to oly e 
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it was to the lait degree ridiculous, 


for the pention litt ot Ireland Wius 


every yeu riven. The tlemen 


in Oppo fition had been called upon 
to name th — rions W hom they tut- 
pec ed to be I erving Oo! the pen- 
{ions they re Celvi dd : and yet uw icem- 
ed determined by adininiftiation to 
keep back the penfion hit, which 
was the only thing that could en- 
it. Ife farther re- 
ic miniite: rejected 


ble them to do 
marked, that tt . 
this an { that branch ot the intended 
reform, becaufe it would not make 
any great faving to the public : but 
this was prepoticrous ; tor all great 
things were onlv to be done by dic- 
tail. It had been fat 1, that a total 
abolition of the penfion hit would 
fave th public but 45, ool. But 
furely a number of fuch favings, 
and a number of them meht be 
made, would mak« Up in the ayere- 
gate a very great fum total. He 
tho iy lat wt incumbent on the mine 
fe to p! Luce thy hit called for: 
id he challenged tim to eet any fix 
members ot the Pout » that would 
ftand Up, and dl clare their belict 
that the pention lift was not abufed, 
or that perfons were not hired to at- 
tack the con‘titutio l, and to vaility its 
belt friends. In the mot prethnay 

i ipon the miniiter 
to C1ve mal Pp ple (ath haction, tor 


they | lie Vv ¢ (| Mi rye mowwrity of the 
! , . 

i) cy l ity il cin otthe 
crown: and hh ntreated the mem- 


bers to do th: "5 and t »> enforce 
sy} , } 
mtice ; fo conhdel who they were, 
ind trom Whence they came ; tor the 
pe } at MH eh hall thie i, and would Cccr- 
Maniy Wninake them,whenthcy found 
they could no longer confide in 
them. As to the influence of the 
crown, h¢ thous ht the people would 
have it lefiened, however it mig! ht be 
relifted: and ] . 
Huiicds and is own opinion Was, 
tit ought to be entirely deftroyed. 


HISTORY. ane 


The Attorney-general, Mr. Wed- 
derburn, endeavoured to thew, that 
the precedents which had been urged 
of fimilar motions to that now be- 
tore the Houte, were not applicable 
to the pre lent cafe, or w > attended 
with circumftances which rendered 
them very mnproper for imitation. 
The precedent of 1703, he obierved, 
was in that parliament which une 
pe whed Lord Somers, Lord Hale 
tax, and Lord Portland, and tra- 
duce d the characte of Kine Wil- 
lian; and was no proper object of 
imitation. He ftgted the propriety 
of oivil Y all due attention to the 
petinons, but the great ba Ng 
of granting, withou amination, 
all then requelts. 7 laid. that he 
believed the motives of far the 

reatett part of the petitioners were 
pertectly pure ; but that to fuppote 
the motives of all of them fo, was 
abiurd. They prayed tor many 
things that ought to be granted, but 
in fome things they were miltaken 
and mifinformed. ~ He admitted, 
that the pretent method of account- 
ing for the public money was ex- 
ceptionable > and th: if old eftabl lifh- 
ments, very unfie for the prefent 
fituation of this country, had been 
the caule of exorbitant emoluments 5 
which ought to be reduced, and the 
cttablifaments aitered. The fame 
circumttances had alfo been the 
caute of great arrears remaining, 
ufelefs to the public, in the hands 
of great public accountants. When 
a nation was prefled by war, when 
the people vere burthened with 
taxes, the cry of “ unaccounted 
millions’? was jutt and natural: and 
it was the duty ot pariement to lif- 
ten to the people . and t »vrant them 
relief. Here then he adopted the 
jutt and folid prayer ot the petition- 
ers, and here he would go all length 
to grant their requeits. But with 

relpe cl 
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refpect to reducing the influence of 
the crown, there he paufed, and 
muft pay fome attention to the kind 
of influence in quettion. If by that 
influence was meant what was natu- 
rally vefied in the king: of this coun- 
try, as the great executive maciitrate 

of the kingdom, as forming one 
branch of the legiflative body, as 
the fountain of honour and merey, 
the rewarder of indigent and honeit 
merit; to the impairing of that truly 
juit and conttitutional influence he 
could not fubferibe. As to what was 
properly called corrupt inf! uence, 
there could be no difference of om- 
nion upon that fubject. He late 
ted, that no tree government ever 
had ftood, or ever could ttand, upon 
corruption, and that it was only the 
lowett and meancit writers who had 
propagated that idea, which had 
been talfely and injurioutly attribu- 
ted to Sir Robert Walpole. This 
idea had alfo been idly and ignorant- 

ly adopted by foreign writers, and 
had been held forth for the purpof 5 
of faction: but was never ferioufly 
believed but by the ignorant and 
mifled. But though corrupt. in- 
fluence was not to be defended, the 
fair, che conftitutional influence ot 
the crown, arifing from its fitua- 
tion, and tending to preferve it in 
its duc place in the conttitu ition, 
ought not to be deftroyed. This he 
confidered as a Whig opinion, an 
opinion adopted at the Revolution, 
and continued trom that ume, with 
the approbation ot everv Whig ad- 
mii uitration, and every VW hig oppo- 
hition. 

With reipect to the lift of penfions 
defired to be granted, the fum ex- 
pended in that way was below what 
wteohad been t thoug ht reafonable for 
the crown to give in bounty and 
charity, by an honourable gentle- 


6 


man who had lately communicated 


a plan of ceeconomy to the How fe ; 
and the money could not be applied 
to the purpofe of influencing the 
votes of members of parliament, be- 
caufe no member of parliament 
could hold a penfion during pleafure. 
No reaton, therefore, but curiofity, 
could be given tor producing the 
names of penfioners : and, without 
an obvious public benefit, to have 
the virtuous, the noble, and the 
tender-hearted, though indigent, un- 
neceflarily pointed at, was an invi- 
dious meafure. Nothing but ne- 
ceffity fhould lead the Houfe to {2- 
crifice virtue at the fhirine of malice, 
to expofe to the licentious obloguy, 
to the injurious mifreprefentation, 
to the wanton criticifim, tothe ene 
vious {neer, and feandalous deta- 
mation of the times, all that was 
delicate and fentible, all that indi. 
gent and modeft merit withed to 
hide. 

Colonel Barré arraigned the con- 
duct of the adminiftration with great 
warmth, and in very fevere terms. 
He {poke ot the miniftry as being 
influenced by the moft profligate 
motives, and as h: iving been guilty 
ot the greatett treachery to their 
country. They had reduced, he 
faid, Great Britain, trom the mott 
flourithing and glorious flate to the 
brink of ruin; and they were now 
ftriving to impede and check the 
endeavours ot honeft men to aifitt 
their country in diftrefs, and to en- 
able her to have a profp ét of re- 
covery. He remarked, that not 
one Englifhman had dared to ttand 
up, in the courfe of the whole dav, 
to fupport the minifter: and he fe- 
verely om acked the Attorney-ger : 
ral, and the Lord-advoeate ot Scot- 
land, f or the part they had taken; 
the one of whom enjoyed finecure 
places in Scotland, and the other 
was looking up to the firft ficuation 
in 
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in the law department of this coun- 
try. 

Mr. a edderburn appeared mucn 
hurt at What was faid on this occa- 


fion; and obferved, that it was the 
conftant cuftom of that honourab! 
gentleman to be perfonal againit 


him, whenever he found himteit dit- 
fed to fpeak. The Colonel 
ied, that this affertion was talle. 
his oceafioned fome contufion in 
the Houfe; but the Speaker in- 
terfered, in order to prevent any 
farther ill confequences refulting 
from the contett, and an accommo- 
dation took place. At half an hour 
pait one mn the morning the Houfe 
divided upon Lord North’s amend- 


ment, which was agreed to by a 
majority of two votes only : there 
being for the amendment 188, and 
nounntt it 186. Upon this, the mo- 
tion, in its amended ftate, was 
agreed to without a divifion. 

Sir George Savile now declared, 
that the motion as it ftood, with the 
amendment of the minifter, was no 
longer his motion, nor could it con- 
vey to his conftituents the informa- 
tion which he had thought it his 
duty to endeavour to procure them. 
It could furnifh no grounds for ob- 
taining for them that relief, which 
had been his object in making the 
motion. 

On the 23d of the fame month, 
Mr. Burke’s firft bill for a general 
reform in the public ceconomy was 
réad the firft time. He was very de- 
firous to learn from the miniiter, 
Whether he meant to oppofe it on the 
fecond reading : but to this inquiry 
he could get no pofitive antwer. 
His lordfhip faid, that he did not 
yet know whether he fhould oppofe 
tornot. It was a bill of the ut- 
moft importance, and it required 
ume and leifure to ftudy and deter- 
Hine its pro} ricty. 

1730. 
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The fame day Mr. Buller moved, 
That “ a fu 


m, not exceeding 
298e.28el. fhould 


, be granted gor the 
ordinary tervice of the navy:”" and, 
that al fum, not exceeding 
697,58o0l. fhould be granted for the 
extraondinaries of the navy.”’ Both 

fe motions were agreed to, after 
lome oppolition from Mr. Temple 
Luttreli. Myr. Minchin alfo made 


a motion, which was agreed to, that 
** accounts fhould be Iaid upon the 
table of the application of the fums 
voted laft year for the erdinary and 
extraordinary fervice of the navy, 

{pecitying the particular fervices 
performed with that money, from 
the rift of January to the 3:1ft of 
December, 1779.” 

. Some objections having been made 
againft granting any fupplies, till at- 
tention had been paid to the petitions 
of the people, and relief afforded 
them, the minifter obferved, that ir 
certainly was the tenor of the peti- 
tions on the table, that more moncy 
fhould not be granted, unlefs the 
plan of economy was adopted ; but 
he denied that this was the voice 
of the people of Englend. The 
petitions were far from {peaking the 
general tenfe, nor was there one that 
was figned by a majority of the free- 
holders. It had been ftated by an 
honourable Baronet, that the peti- 
tion from the county of York was 
fubfcribed by gooo perfons: but ad- 
mitting thefe to be all freeholders, 
they were not more than a third part 
of the trecholders of the county. It 
might be the univerfal with to efte- 
blith a fyitem of economy ; but it 
was not the general with to with- 
hold fupplics from government, till 
that tyitem was ettabiifhed : though 
it it had been the general voice of 
the people of England, he fhould 
not think himfelf bound to obcy it. 
Every fubject of Britain had a might 
I te 
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to petition that Bloufe ; bur that 
Houfe had a right to think for ite, 
and was not to be bound by the op1- 
nions of others. ' 
Sir George Savile affured the 
Noble Lord that he was totauly muil- 
taken in bis celewlation abour the 
number of frecholders in \« lire; 
he had over-rated them conlide:ably, 
having been out i bis reckoning at 
leaft one half. If he was a much 
miftaken in his calculations of i- 
nance fo! thre pref nt vcear, he would 
be very wide trom the mark. He 
conjured his Lordfhip not to flattes 


’ 


Lf 
+ Ph 


himifelt, that the voice ot the pe ppc 
ol Engl ind was not contained in th 
co nity |r uOns. Ele had behat 

i uit the fame manner atthe b yin- 
ning of the American contett. tle 
would not believe that the voice ol 


: ax 
the colome: Was contained Im tiicil 


petitions ; he would not yive car co 
admonition; he would not believe 
that the people were determined, 
becaufe they were temperate ; noi 
would he be convinced of his crror, 


till he had bolt the country. Lie 


« 





A N D 


exhorted the Noble Lord not to 
pert it ian blindnefs, but to take 
Warning by experience; and to be- 
lieve, that GoCco frech hid rs Out .ot 
the county 0} York were not to lL: 
1 ‘wlected. 

On the 28th of the mouth for- 
debate arofe inthe Hou! of Cx 
mons On the fecond re ading ot a bil 
brought .n by Lord Beauch Imp, to 
amend anact of the 32d of King 
CGseorge ac. mititubed, * An aci tol 
reliet of debtors, with refpect to the 
imprifonment of then perfor 


to oblice debrors who thould coy 


’ she he 


tinue in execution in piilon bey OnG 
a certain time, and ter tums not 
exceeding what are mentioned in the 

rT, to make agucovery of and « 
liver upon oath, thei etlates lor the 
creditors benchi.”’ ‘Dhis a plats w 
have been ad v¥cry eq rt iWOje aud ly 
mane bill; but many perfon 
gaged in trade could net enter dito 
the liberality of its views: petition 
theretore, were procured ae unde at 
trom diflerent paris of the hiogdom, 
and the bill was at leneth lott. 
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thon was made in the Houfe of Com 
mons by Lord North, ** That the 
thanks of that Houle fhould be wiven 
ro Admiral Sir George Bry dees Rod- 
important f rvices he had rendere 

his king and country.” The mo 
gon W ‘8 un mimoullyaerres dito rnd 


ney, Bart. for the late fignal an 
' ! 
i 


yeryv handfome ecncomiums were be- 
ftowed on the admiral by both par- 
tics. It was likewile mtimated, tha 
hefides the thanks of the Houte, 1 
would be proper to addrefs his ma- 
ietty to contet fome pott of honoul 
ol profit on him, as an additional re- 
ward. But this was objected to by 
the minifter, becaule that coupling 
a vote of thanks with an addrets for 
a reward, would be a very incon- 
venient precedent, and nicht here- 
afrer fubiect the | loufe to vreat dif- 
frcule ¥ Nor was it in the leaft ne- 
ceflary, as the Lloufe micht be affur- 
ed that the fervices of Admiral Rod- 
ney would not be neglected. A vote 
of thanks to this 
alfo unanimoully arreed to, on the 
tollowine day by the Houfe of | 

On the 2d of March, Lord North 
gave notice tothe Houfe of Commons 


of his intentions to brine in ais bill 


vallant othcer was 


for appointine a commiflion— of 
aa , 1] 


accounts. his, hy ’ {aicd, woul 


much better than a committee of 


‘ 
accounts. In many inftanees, in 
eer 
Which committees of accounts had 


been tried, they had been found in- 
acequate to the purpocts for which 
they w re appotnte d. But hethought 


+! , 04] ‘ ] 
‘ ta comimition of ac unts would 


ain aye cy . . The 
proauce very latutaryv cette : Bi 
waste enphiet ae ae 

‘ C J WHICH he ly id Tit ViICW W ¢ re. 


firit, that the commiffioners fhould 
inquire into, and report to the houf 
What arrears of moncy the re were in 
the h inds Oo} otheer ’ A hv hn } ht he 
4) plied to the Ie eiti Ot vern- 
ment, and that they might 
the incre sic OF arrears fur the future: 
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fecondly, that they might contrive 

more expeditious mode of palling 
tnd auditing the accounts at the ex- 
chequer; and, thirdly, that they 
micht inquire into the fees and per- 
quifites of creat offices, and fee what 
de might be +, and what 
havin ef? th) pi bhiec. 

Colonel Barre comy lained, that 
the conduct of the minifter was ex- 

' 


tremely unfair and unparliamentary. 


lle himielf had a few d ivs fince In- 
formed the Houfe, that he had a plan 
to propofe for the inveftigation of the 
public accounts. He had called upon 
thi Noble Lordto know whether his 
Lordfiup would afford him his affift- 
ance; becaufe, he was confcious, that 
without the power of a minifter, it 
would be impotlible to penctrate the 
arcana, and to come to the bottom 
of many matters, which loudly de- 
manded inquiry. The minifter had 
hen promifed him his aid, and he 
had thanked him for that promife. He 
was, therefore, much furprifed to fee 


the Noble Lord, inftead of the aid 


which he had pron ied him, now 


fnatch the bufinefs from his hands ; 
and take at all upon himiclf. The 
{ nN which } had formed, was 
f nawifh to ferve the public, 
on a with to check t! t cance 


and the | rofulion of thofe who mana- 


ved the public expen iture: but the 
(tron: arin oft at Hii! (Cl a VW roite d 


it out of } 1s han i * siti i acl } iif an 


end to his la re, to th proauce 
of many watchtul hours, and many 
{leenlefs nigvbts. tle fhould, how- 
CVC, he pericetly fat} lied, if the 
bufinefs were really taken into better 
hands, and would content himf 


VV ith the obf init y of In (tat nm. it 
he faw that the meafure which he 
hy: d recor! ended, Wa adoy ted and 
(tabli | tubftantial 
i¢© thought the 
d introduced matt > 
ito 
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into his propo’ed commitfion, which 
might be much better provided for 
by other means. The arrears of 
public money, in the hands of the 
different revenue officers, could be 
afcertained by the noble lord at once, 
and might be applied to the neceff- 
ties of government, without the de- 
lays of acommiflion. It ought alto 
to bea part of the title of the propo- 
fed bill, that the commiffioners he 
appointed “to prevent detaleations, 
wafte, and extravagance, in the re- 
ceipt and payment of the public mo- 
ney.”” He had not hitherto produ- 
ced his own plan to the houfe, be- 
caufe he was unwilling todo this ull 
he had properly digettedit, and made 
it as worthy ot their notice as his 
abilities would enable him. It had 
been his intention inthat plan to aim 
at two great points; firft to prevent 
defalcation, watte and extravagance, 
in the public expenditure, and to 
bring the iffue under proper check 
and controul; and, fecondly, to ttrike 
directly at the influence of the crown. 
Thefe were the objects which he had 
in view; and if the noble Jord alio 
kept thefe in his eye, he thould be 
fatisfied and filent. 

The Colonel alfo informed the 
houfe, that he fhould immediately 
make two motions, tor the prow C 


tion of papers, which would be ne- 
ceflary in the inveflivation ot the 
public accounts. His tirth motion 
was, “that the officers of the mint 
fhould lay an account betor 
houfe ot the Tecs, perquilit » and 
allowances, that there were on t 


re-comnage of the wold com, tpeei- 
fying the particular fums paid to 


each perfon, the fums claimed by 
¢.) he &c.”” His {ec nad, i ‘| hat 
> proper oflicers fhould lav betor 
the noufe an account of all the mo- 


received into his maicity CX- 
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hands forthe year ending at Michaet- 
mas, 17° 8, with the fees, perquifites, 
and allowances arifing to each parti- 
cular perfon, on the receipt of the 
payment of the faid money, {pecity- 
ing the parccular claims, and fums 
received by each, to whom and fo: 
what paid, and fpecttving the na- 
ture of the office of each particular 
perfon.”” Both thefe motions were 
agreed to. 

Mr. Burke’s bill being this day 
read a fecond time, he moved that tt 
fhould be committed tor the day tol- 
lowing. This was o! jected to by 
Lord Beauchamp, Lord Novens, 
and Lord “orth, as too earls adav. 
Mr. tox uccufed the mintiier of ar- 
tempting an unneceflary delay. It 
was ablurd and ridiculous to pretend, 
he faid, that too early a dav was pro- 
poled tor the biil to vo into a com- 
mittee. It was not fuppote 1, that 
the whole of the bill was to be im- 
mediately confidered, buta partonly, 
and what was that part? Whether 
the third feeretary of ftate, namely, 
the i cretary ot tare torthe American 
colonies, Was not an office altercther 
ulelets, and as fuch to be abolifhed ? 
‘This was the fir part of the bill to 
ated; and it was fo himple 
aqucition, that it could re putre no 
more time than had been taken to 


The minittcr, he remarked, had 
often complained, that the oppoti- 
ion were actuated by mite elted 
Views, and this w choed by all 


ms 1 tale) > and rer pre ndents. But 
how did the prefent conduct of the 
gentiemen engaced 18 oppolition cor- 
refpond with that charge? It they 
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qe tat which they aimed, why were 
thes itrus gg ling tor economy in the 


5 


expel nditure ot the pub lic money? 
He maint. ined, that by then pre- 
fent conduct, they were giving the 
fulleit evl lence ot the Cit intere {ted - 
nefs and Uprighenets s of their views. 
But he charged the minitter with an 
intention of tetting Mr. Burke's bill 
rotally alide, or rendering it nuga- 
tory, | y diffol Iving the parliament 
after he hac i procured the fuppl 

An amendment had been mov ed 
by Lord Beauchamp to Mr. Burke’s 
notion of referring his bill toa com- 
nittee the Gay tollo Ving 3 namely, 
that it fhould be delerred ull Wed- 
nefday, the Sth of that month. 
This was fupported by Lord Noith, 
who diiclaimed anv intention of dif- 
folving parlian ent betore the ufual 
time, and ceclared, that it was his 
real intention that Mir. B irke’s bill 
fhould ¢o into a commnuttee on the 
Wednetday tollowine: but intormed 
the houfe, that as the bill confilted 
of a variety of allegations, he fup- 
poted dit would not he thought un- 
reaflonable, it he fhould then call 


for evicence in fupport o! thofe facts 
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truth ot the allegations in his 
bill, with the moft fuperlative con- 
tempt. The noble agin’ knew that 
it Was impotfible, Ile ‘ rted, that 
the third lecretary of Peet was ufe- 
les, and how was he to prove it, 
but by the n toriety of the tact? 
Neither the deputy, nor the clerks, 
nor even the fire-lighter, would 
come to vouch j it. It the noble lord 
g, that which 
it Was im ofl le for him, in the 
nature of things, to give farther 
evidence of than general notoricty, 


his bill was put to death already, 


put him u pon provins 
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Indeed, it appeared, he faid, as if 
the minifter meant only to gain time, 
to run taxation againft reform, to 
obtain his fupplies, to trifle with 
the houfe, ad to go into all the 
confufion of a general election, 
without fatisfying the people, or 
complying with one of their pet- 
tions. Lord Beauchamp’s amend- 
ment was at length carried, by a 
ee ony of 230 againit 195. 

in the 6th of the month, the 
Toes being formed into a committee 
of fupp ly, ¥ e minifter ftated to the 
committee, the farther fupphies that 
would be Bees ifite for the fervice of 
the curren year, Fie bidaretd. that 
it muit be obvious to every gentle- 
man, that the expences of the laft 
vear had been unavoidable Our 
enemies had fitted out fo formidable 
aticet, and fent it to fea againit us, 
that the boafted armada, and all 
the fleets that we have read of in 
hit rv, which had ever been fent 
agvinit Great Britain, in toriner 
tines, were in the comparifon bue 
mere tritles, when weighed acaintt 
the naval prep rations of France and 
S| pain the preceding years A large 
fleer had been neceffiry, ther fore, 
to be fitted out on our | art; and a 
finer, either in point or n iunber, or 
in point of ftreneth, had never failed 
out of our p rts. But every eftect 


: ; fis 
was traceub| > fo ifs Ca if \~ ANG IC Was 
the navy of Mneiand, and its army, 
] ] } J } aff ‘ 

that had devoured the refours of 


the country; for to thefe princtpal- 
ly were to be attributed the enor- 
mity of the laft year’s expence 
Rut thefe expences had been necef- 
farily incurred in the fupport of the 
jutt rights of this country. 

His lor rdihip the n went into a re- 
cital of the fupplies already voted, 
and thofe that remained to be voted, 
for the fervice-ot the current Veal, 
ftating them article by article; and, 
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having caft up the feveral grofs a- 
mounts, he made the total nearly 
twenty-one millions. After namin 
the eftimates for the army, the army 
extracrdinaries, the ordinary and 
xtraordinary of the navy, the ord- 
nance, and the various other ufual 
fervices, he obferved, that what 
contributed to augment the fum that 
was wanted for the prefent year, was 
the deficiency of the taxcs tor the 
preceding year. The new taxes had 
not been fo productive as was ex- 
pected, but fome new regulations 
would be adopted that would render 
them more beneficial to government. 
After nr y vi ordinary revenues 
ot the natio he informed the 
houte, th at the e fum of twelve mil- 
lions extraordinary would be wanted, 
which he propoted to borrow by a 
loan, to which a great number of 
perfons had readily — to fub- 
icribe; and, it he had wanted twen- 
ty millions, he could cafi ily have ob- 
tained it. The terms i this Hoan 
were, 1ocl. at 4 _ cent. confolidat- 
ed with thofe anted in the scant 
777, fer the term of ten years trom 
that period, which he valued at 74). 
along annuity for eighty vears, at 
il. 16s. 3d. vValucd at fintcen vears 
purchafe, 29]. with the proportion- 
able part of four lottery tickets to 
each thouland pounds, eftin ited at 
th. and all together making 1¢ 
for every iccl. tublfembed; which 


would confequentiy leave a balance 
ot 4l. per cent. in favour of the iub- 
feribers. Ele took notice > that ther 
had been a negociation between ad- 
miniftration and the Patt-India com- 
any ‘ora renewal of their charte: : 
a this hi d not tucceeded, He rc- 
tie he had formed 
expectat ions of obtai ning avery 
confiderable fupply the pre efent year 
from that company; but they would 
not agree to juch terms as adminif. 


pretted this, beco 
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tration judged reafonable. But an- 
other year he thought that very great 
refources might be drawn from that 
very opul lent body: tor he trufted, 
that parhi ament would aflert the un- 
doubted night they had over their 
territorial poffetlions; and, if they 
fhould not be inclined to rake then 
into thair own hands, he was fure 
they would infift upon that equal 
participation which they had every 
reaton to claim. 

As to exchequer bills, his lord- 
fhip was of opinion, that they fhould 
be the fame as the laft year, which 
was to the amount of 3,400,000). 
which fum, added to 2,750,000l. 
railed by the taxes on malt and land, 
and 2,5c0,0col. borrowed from the 
finking fund, and 12,0c0,c00l. to 
be tunded, would compl ete the 
fup plies wanted for the fervice of 
the preient year. He farther in- 
formed the houfe, that he fhould 
have occation to propote more new 
taxes, but he fhould defer men- 
tioning them till the Friday follow- 
ing. <All he would fay at prefent 
was, that let the people murmur as 
they would, he was determined to 
propoie none but iubitantial taxes ; 
taxes, which being governed by 
certain and almoft indubitable rules, 
fhould carry with them the ftrongett 
probability ef fully anfwering the 
~- s tor which they were given. 

. Fox faid, the houte. ought ta 
be facie d, whether there was any 
real neceiflity tor fo enormous a fum 
as upwards of twenty millions for 

the public fervice, and whether the 
ore at fums which had been before 
voted were hone {tly and duly applied, 
He remarked, that the extraordi- 
naries of the army had been a chief 
part of the public expe nditure, and 
defired that it might be ob ferved 
how great a part of thofe extraordi- 
haries were occationed by the Ame- 
yica 
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rican war. He called upon the houfe 
to demand an explicit anfwer fram 
the minifters, whether they meant 
to puriuc that defiructis e War any 
longer: and to confider how many 
milhons. had been appropriated to 
chat fervice for the two laft yeurs, 
though there had not been a fingle 
ftroke ftruck there the whole ot the 
laft campaign. For the only thi Ing 
that h: id been don upon the conti- 
nent, was the provedtion of Savan- 
nah trom falling into the hands of 
the F ren ch ° 

Sir George Savile urged the ne- 
ceflity ot viving jome affurance of 
relict to the county petitioners, be- 
fore fuch great fupphes were granted 
to the government: and he ce nfured 
the minifter for the extreme indelt 
cacy with which he had taken the 
motion for a commuilion of accounts 
out of the hands of Col mel Barre. 
Atte r fon e turther det hate, the com- 
mittee agreed to the requifitions of 
the miniiter; and on the follow ing 
day the houfe refolved, that twelve 
millions fhould be raifed by annui- 
tics, and 480,000, * a lottery, to 
conlift of g8,000 tickets, at col. 
cach. 

The fame day a motion was made 
by Mr. Turn r for an accountof the 
ymprets fervice to be laid betore the 
houle. Mr. Penton, one of the 
commifioners of the ad mira "; Op- 
pofed the motion; alleging, that it 
would be 1 mpc dhible to m: alee yar the 
fort of account detired, 

Mr. James Luttrel afferted, that 
this objection was ill founded, be- 
cay ife each licutenant of a gang Was 
obliged to render an account of fuch 
moucy as pafled through his hands. 
Admiral Keppel corroborated this 
aflertion ; and declared, that there 
Was no matter which demanded tn- 
quity and regulation more than the 


pret us fervice ; that the {uns of 
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money lavifhed away in it were in- 
conceivable, and the manner in 
which it was performed fo liable to 
abule, and in faét fo much abufed, 
that there was noc an officer in the 
fervice who did not know, that al- 
moft tour out of every five of the 
perfons impretied, when examined, 
were obliged to be fent back to the 
hofpitals and prifons from whence 
they had been taken. Notwith- 
ftanding thefe obfervations, Mr. 
Turner’s motion was rejected. But 
Mr. pe immediately moved, 
“ That an account of the number of 


. officers, aa their rank, employed 


on the impreis fervice, together 
with the expences attending the 
fame, and the number of men pro- 
cured trom the firft of January, 1779, 
diftinguifhing the volunteers trom 
the imprefied men, fhould be laid 
before the houle.’”? This was more 
precile than Mr. Turner’s motion, 
and confined entirely to the preced- 
ing year; and Mr. Hutiey pretied 
it ttrongiv, declaring that he would 
vide the houle upon it, if it was 
not agreed to: upon which the 
houle agreed to it without a divifion. 
A o Dae OF et ni ider able Marc h ie 
leneth TOOK Place mM the 
houte of peers, W hich was occafioned 
by the removal of the Marquis of Care 
marthen trom the heutenancy of the 
ait Riding of Yorkthire, and of the 
Karl of Pembroke trom the lieute- 
nancy of the « unaty of WW ilt: ° The 
debate Was Opel ‘d by the Earl of 
Shelburne, who obferved, that the 
honour and dignity of parliament, 
anda regard to the prefervation ot 
the conftitution, rendered it necef- 
fary that inquiry fhould be made 
into the caule of two noble lords be- 
ing ditmiffed trom their employ- 
rents, againft whom no charge of 
de linquency could poflibly be made, 
nor was pretended to be made; nor 


I 4 could 


GRY my 


OE ee owe al 


~r 


oe Perens | ps yr ge nr 





— am Sy 



















= nee 


P< 
Dy 


ele ger —_ 
= a La Oe ~ 


— 
a 
rd 


OO 2 eer. -~ 
eee 
_ 
ath FF 4 
- ~ “ 


ee 
ae 
=— epee 


te 


+ 
p 4 


a 
~—- 


pr ggg oo 


ears 
aS ee: 
ee me 


—s 


_—_— 
page 
























te pm A A lL 








120 BRITISH AND 


could any reafon be afligned bur this, 
that one noble lord had declared the 
fide he fhould take on a queftion 
agitated in that houfe, the motion 
for appointing a parliamentary com- 
mittee to inquire into the publ 
expenditure, and the other no ie 
lord had abfolutely voted on it. 
Thefe were the only crimes they 
had committed ; and f¢ r the exctle 
cife of this common freedom, inhe- 
rent in the conilitution, and belong- 
ing to every member of either 
houte of parliament, they were dil- 
graced in the face of their country, 
without even fo much as knowing 
the caufe ‘of their difmiilion, or 
having the opportunity of fatistying 


« 


iC 


their refpective cf unties On that 
head. His lordthip pointed out very 
ftrongly the dangerous confequences 
of fuch proceedings, and ¢ pecially 
at a time like the prefent, when 
every body confefled and felt the 
influence ot the crown, in every ce 
artment, from the minitter to the 
lowe officer of excife. He then 
entered into an exact detail of the 


, 


rife and power of lord-ligutenants of 


counties; and oblerved, that this 


great office, though very ancient in 
the conftitution, was not generally 
eftablithed till the re yn ot Queen 
Ehizabeth; and = that its powers, 
from the beginnins, were in a great 
refircct independent of the crown, 
and always confidered as a balance 
between the people and the power 
Of prerogative, 

His lordfhip then made fome ob- 


fervations on the ettablifhment. of 


the militia, praifed its original in- 
ftitution, and the conititutional fup- 
port and affiftance which fuch a body 
of freemen, under proper regulations, 
muft yield to their country. But 
that this creat inftitution, ever fince 
the year 1762, had been fo broken 
sn upon by acts of parliament, that 


its power and force were almoft 
wholly thrown into the hands of the 
crown. Such was the fituation of 
the militia, and innovations were 
allo taking place in the army which 
rendered it more dangerous than 
formerly to public liberty. A new 
regulation had lately been udopted 
called oceafional rank, and there 
Were extraordinary appointments to 
eommand, without any vilible or 
linaginable circumftances of jut 
qualification, and which could only 
origmate in views ipiurious to the 
interelts of national treedom, Ainong 
other infiances, he ftated the ap- 
pointment of Mr. Fullarton to the 
command of a regi nent. Many old 
ofheers, of approved merit, and long 
fervice, were ready and zealous to 
purfue their profetlion, able and 
Willing to raile regiments, and fo- 
hieitous to be employed at their 
head: but fuch men were not em- 
ploved. On the other hand, this 
young man, who knew nothing of 
military fervice, who had not a mi- 
litary idea, who was abfolutely un- 
known to the army, and utterly ig- 
norant of the common elements of 
the profeifion, was taken from the 
defk of an ambaflador, appointed to 
raife a regiment, and placed at its 
head. When fuch a perfon, trom 
being a comms, a clerk to an em- 
bafly at Paris, was at once made 
colonel and commander of a regi- 
ment, it was a monftrous abufe in 
the fervice. Mr. Fullarton had the 
fuperiority in command over Lord 
Harrington, a young nobleman of 
the moft active and enterprifing 
fpirit, who had fought his way, 
inch by inch, to command, and 
whofe great rank, and family con- 
nections, benefited him: in no other 
light but that of pointing out his 
fervices tothe public. It was given 
out, he underitood, that Mr. Ful- 
larton’s 
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tarton’s was to be a buccanec ring 
regiment: he fhould be ylad to 
know what that was; he did not 
underftand it; but when regiments 
were fo raifed, when mint iter ial par- 
tialities were fo excreiicd, to the 
annihilation of all legiiimate rank, 
and conftitutional fuceetlion, in fo 
many inftances, both in the militia 
and the army; he did not know 
whether fuch t ‘oops might not be 
intended rather to fight againit the 
liberties of the country, than the 
enemies otf the ftate; to buccanecr 
the city of London, as well us the 
coatt of America. He obferved, 
that the influence of the crown was 
daily taking fuch alarming ittrides, 
both in the militia and the army, 
and, in fhort, in every } 

partment, that if it were not 


diately c! the prero; 
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linme- 
hecked, rative 
would be the ruling int! 


ftate. The militia might 


’ 
ucnee Of the 


} e made 


inftrumental in over-turmnag the 
liberties of their country, if no- 
blemen were to ve bit rarily re- 


moved from the licutcnancies ol 
counties, ely bhecaufe they difco- 
vered fome attachment to the caufe 
of public freedom, and dared to 
He, there- 


vote againft the 
fore, mace a motion in the following 
the Marquis of 


terms: ** Wherea 
; difmifled trom his 


nie 


court, 


Carmarthen w: 
employment of the licutenancy of 
the Eaft Riding of 
York, 


when 


the county ot 


the morning of that d: ly 
to fi ipport Wit rh 
his vote a moti mn that was made in 
the Houfe on the th day of Ech. 
ruary laft was well known; and 
Whereas the Earl of Pembroke was 
likewife difmified from the lieute- 
haney of the county of Wilts foon 
alter he gave his vote on the fame 
gueftion, which office of licutenant 
: as been at all times im portant, but 
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fent conftitution of the militia; and 
whereas no caute has been fuggefted 
or communiceted to either of the 
fuid lords for fuch difmitlion, this 
Houfe therefore hath every ground 
to believe that the fame had refe- 
rence to their conduct in parliament: 
it is therefore moved, that an 
humble addreis be prefented to his 
majetty, to delire that he will be 
gracioufly pleafed to acquaint this 
Houfe whether he has been advtted, 
and by whom, to difimifs the re 
two noble lords, or either of them, 
trom their faid employ ments, for 
their conduct in parliament.” 

The Marquis of Carmarthen faid, 
he approved of the motion, becaufe 
he hoped it might be the means of 

enabling him to tell his inquiring 
county, for what reaton he had been 
diiplaced trom acting as their lord 
licutenant. He flattered himfell, 
that his removal was not oceationed 
by any abufe of the power anne: ced 
to his office, nor did he underftand 
that he had given any offence to the 
people of the. county of York, either 


as licutenant, or by the vote he had 
given. On the contrary, had 
received feveral letters irom many 


of the mott r. {pect entlemen ia 
that county, centaining a full aps 
probation of his conduct in parlia- 
ment. 

The Earl of Pembroke obferved, 
that his family had been lord lieute- 
nants of the county of Wilts ever 
fince that office was known in Eng- 
land: and he was happy to find, that 
his canduct had been fuch, upon 
ail occalions, as to mcet the appro 
bation of his countv. He then 
made fome fevere remarks on feveral 
promotions that had lately taken 
place ; and faid, that he heartily de- 
{pit ed the means which were made 
ufe of to obtain rank, contrary to 
the eltablifhed rules of fervice. He 
alfo 
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alfo affirmed, that an army, in which 
fuch things were permitted, mutt 
cither moulder away, or become a 
dangerous engine in the hands of 
government. 

Lord Stormont oppofed the mo- 
tion, becaufe it was inthe difcretion 
of the crown to remove any oflicer 
it thought proper: and therefore it 
would be out of all rule to addrefs 
his majefty on fuch a fubject, when 
his prerogative wasconcerned. The 
two noble lords who were the fub- 
yect of the motion held their offices 
through the favour of the crown, 
and had therefore no right to com- 
slain when it was withdrawn: for 
they had loft nothing which they 
could call their own. Lord Radnor 
replied, that it it was expected that 
noble lords who held fuch places 
were always to vote in parliament as 
prerogative fhould dictate, thofe 
places could be contidered in no 
other heht than as the worft ot 
bribes. 

The Marquis of Rockingham re- 
marked, that the militia was every 
day making nearer approaches to a 
ftanding army. The militia was 
inftituted merely as a conttitutional 
force: it was intended tor the de- 
fence of the kingdom againit foreign 
enemics, and at the fame time to be 
compofed of men, not immediately 
dependent upon the crown and its 
minifters. This was the true and 
original idea on which the militia, 
as now conftituted, was firfl taken 
up: but if unqualitied perfons were 
m rmitted to ferve, merely as mer- 
cenaries, for the fake of pay and 
rank; if fubfhirates were continued 
from time to time, after the expi- 
ration of the three years for which 
they engaged; and finally, which 
was the main fpring of the whole, 
if the lord heuténants of counties 


were to be difmffed, merely for 


AND 


their political principles, or for dif. 
fering from the minitter for the time 
being; under thefe circumftances 
he faw little difference between 2 
militia anda ftanding army. Of the 
two, indeed, he was inclined to 
give the preference to the latter: 
becaufe they feldom trouble th . 
{elves with parties or politics, but 
contined their attention chiefly to 
their duty as foldiers, and to the in. 
tereft and honour of theircountry, and 
their fovereign. He could readil 
conceive, that by difplacing lord- 
lieutenants of one defcription, and 
replacing them with another, it 
would be much more eafy, to model 
the militia agreeably to the withes 
ot the miniftry, than it would the 
army. He, therefore, entirely ap- 
proved ot the motion which had 
been made by the noble earl. 

The Duke of Richmond alfo de- 
fended the motion; and obferved, 
that as to the difcretion of the 
crown, 1n a choice of perfons to fill 
the offices of the ftate, it was un- 
doubtedly an inherent prerogative 
of the crown, which was vetted in 
if for the wifett and be tt DUP DO) 
but the exercile of this preroeatiy . 
or right, as well as of every other 
power or night the crown enjoved, 
was fubjeét to the control or ‘ani- 
madvertion of parliament. After 
farther explaining what he undei- 
ftood to be the difcretionarv power 
or prerogative, which the kings of 
this realm enjoyed, or had a richt 
to claim, under the conttitution of 
a limited government, he contends 
ed, that whenever that power was 
wantonly and evidently abufed, it 
became tyrannical, er arbitrary, and 
not diferetionary. 

His grace then proceeded to fhew, 
that the whole order of things was 
reverfed in the line of promotion, 
civil and military, particularly in 

the 
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che iatter. All rank was trampled 
upon, all fabordination was at an 
end: corruption and facuon had 
pervaded every order of men, and 
every departnent of the tlate. tn- 
puenee and patronage had {wept 
away every thing betore them, and 
favour, and not merit or experience, 
was the fure road to preferment. 
He particularly cenfured the late 
promotion of Mr. Fullarton. He 
delived any one lord to lay his hand 
upon his heart, and fairly to de- 
clare, whether he thought a man 
clofetted at Paris, or thrufl up be- 
hind a deik, could inftantly, by in- 
tuition, itep forward as a c¢: indicate 
for military command: or it he did, 
what kind of perfons muit thole be, 
who could not only hiften to, but 
give way to fuch ridiculous and ab- 
{urd pretentions? A man of yelter- 
day, aclerk to the embatty at Parts, 
was, by a mere excrtion of power, 
or miniiterial cap TICE, put over the 
heads ot up. irds ot a thouland olhi- 


cers, many of them of long and 
t) ied fervice, of eltablifhed merit in 
their Pproteiion, and bred up tothe 


art of war "eta their ecarhieit youth. 
Such promotion 5, jo contrary to the 


ruies of iervice, not only in this 
country, “+ ~ cve ry part of ue 
rope, were {uy nt to drive every 


nan of ‘ain ir pone i} ai irom the 
fervice, to dill min difcon nts 
thi oughoi it the whole army, and to 
deter the young nobility, of w eight 
and fortune, from entering into the 
army; tor they and that they 


were lof only liable to be robbed of 


their juit rank, in the ufual courfe 
of preierment, but to have perfons 
put over their heads to command 
them, Who, perhaps, hardly knew 
the right end of a firclock. 

pi he L Or: ic har nce llo I oppoted the 
motion, He faid, that 1f his ma- 
Jelty’s royal will was lubject to par- 
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liamentary control and examina- 
tion, upon every promotion, or re» 
moval, which prudence directed him 
to put into execution, fuch modes 

ot proceeding would end in a total 
fubverfion of the king’s preroga- 
tive; and parliament might never 
be extricated from the difficulties, 
which would be the confequence of 
fuch addrefles and appeals to the 
fovercign, upon every exercife of 
the power veited in him by the con- 
flirution, He added, that no proof 
had been laid before their lordihips, 
nor eveu an attempt to prove, that 
the difmiffion of the noble marquis, 
or of the noble earl, arofe from any 
votre they had given in that houfe. 
it theretore tollowed,-that till fome 
tact were tated, or proot made, that 
their parliamentary conduct was the 
caufe of their dilmiflon, it would 
not he decent to app! mach the hnrone 
upon the fubject. On the contrary, 
in his opuuon, wt would be highly 
improper, and difrefpecitul. Lord 
Cainden replied, th: it the mode of 
realoning adopted by the learned 
lord who preceded him, however 
confonant it mieht be to the prac- 
tice of the courts of law, Was t tally 
inapplicable to the proceedings of 
that houfe, and contrary to parha- 
mentary ufage. He afked, whether 
there was any noble lord in that 
houte, who believed that the dif- 
millions alluded to were not oc- 
cafioned by votes given within 
thofe walls ? No man could fen- 
oufly entertain any doubt upon the 
fubject: there was all the evidence 
which the common fenfe of mankind 
could require; and he was, theres 
fore, alftonifhed, to here the learned 
lord call tor other proofs. Tobe per- 
petually calling tor proots of things 

that were {clt- evident, or of which 
it was known, that no other proof 
but public notoriety could be obtain- 


ed, 
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ed, only tended to ebftruét and em- 
barrafs the real bufinefs of parlia- 
ment, and to prevent it from doing 
jultice to the nation. He entirely 
approved of the motion, becaufe, if 
it was aflented to, it might prevent 
private influence from having the 
sower of depriving men of rank and 
influence of an opportunity of ferv- 
ing their country, and operate as 
an antidote againft thofe who were 
corrupt enough to promote men 
who had neither rank, fortune, nor 
abilities, to quahfy them for the 
functions that they undertook. 

The Duke of Devonfhire declared 
himfelf in favour of the motion. It 
was the firft time of his {peaking in 
parliament, and he delivered his 
fentiments with propriety and eafe. 
His grace faid, that he had hither- 
to been filent, relauve to political 
attairs, becaufe they were not very 
agreeable to his temper: but fuch 
was now the deplorable fituation of 
his country, that he fhould think 
himfelt bate, degenerate, and un- 
worthy the name and character of 
a man who bad the intereft ot that 
country at heart, it he remained 
any longer indifferent. The na- 
tional danger was become fo great, 
that it was the duty of every honett 
man to take a decifive part. The 
nation could not have fallen into 
ruin fo rapidly, if it had not been 
for dreadful mifmanagement: and 
he plainly faw, that the prefent ad- 
miniftration were incapable of re- 
tricving the bad fituation of the pub- 
fic affairs. He approved of the pe- 
titions and affociations, though he 
thought the latter might be abufed: 
fhould that ever be the cafe, he 
would not fupport them; bute at 

relent he encouraged them, be- 
cafe he was afraid that, without 


them, the petitions would foon he 
forgotten. He 'fpoke againft the 
prefent fyftem merely from convic- 
tion: he renounced al? party mos 
tives, and party views. His only 
with was the peace, profperity, and 
welfare of his native country. He 
could have no temptation to encou- 
rage domettic broils, or civil con- 
fufion. He had a confiderable flake 
to lofe, and could be no farther a 
gainer, than as he was interetted as 
an Englifhman, in the prefervation 
of the conftitution, and of the in- 
valuable rights, liberties, and_pri- 
vileges, which were derived from ir, 
Several other lords fpoke in the de- 
bate on both fides; but the motion 
was at length rejected, by a majo- 
rity of g2 againit 39. <A_protett 
was entered, figned by nineteen 
peers. 

A petition for a reformation of 
the public expenditure from the 
mayor, aldermen, and citizens of 
Heretord, was pretented tothe houte 
of commons, by Mr. Scudamore, 
on the 8th of the month; and a 
proteft againtt it beine read by Sir 
Richard Symons, this occationed 
fome very fevere retiexions to be 
thrown out in that houfe aeainft the 
clergy. It was obferved by Mr. 
Barrow, member for Gloucetler, that 
the proteft, which had been read, 
was mofttly figned, and he fuppofed 
had been fet on foot, by the clen- 
cal gentlemen about the cathedral 
of Hercford, with the bithop at 
their head: and it was intimated by 
hin, and one or two other members, 
that the body of the clergy were 
gencrally too ready to fupport all 
the meafures of the court, however 
exceptionable in themfelves, and 
however pernicious to the commu 
nity at large, 
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De b, ue in 
the Expenaiture of the Civil Lift. 
Burke’s Bill, relat ive to abolifbing the 


or Secretary of 


‘HE attempt which was m: ade 
‘T by Mr. Burke’s bill, and 
which was countenanced by many 
dittinguiihed members of both houtes, 
to control the expenditure of the 

| lift, gave nfe to a very fpirited 
ies in the houfe of commons, 
on the right of parliame nt to inter- 
fere in that expenditure. Thi fub- 
ject was firit itarted by Mr. Rigby, 
paymaiter ot the torces, who feems 
on this occafion to have acted wrth- 
out any previous confultation with 
the minitter, and without his appro- 
bation. On the day which was ap- 
March § pointed for the houte 

— 7 to refolve itfelt into a 
committee on Mr. Burke’s bill, pre- 
vioutly to the entering regularly on 
that bufinefs, Mr. Rigby intormed 
the houfe, that there were many parts 
ot that bill of which he highly ap- 
proved, and others that he totally 
difapproved. He approved of that 
part of the bill which had reterence 
to the formation of the mode of 
receiving, auditing the accounts, 
and iffuing the monies at the ex- 
chequer; but he entirely difap- 
proved of the interference of parhia- 
nent in the e <penditure of the civil 
lift. He had ever thought, and 
ever fhould, that the civil lift reve- 
hue was as much his majelty’s, as 
any eitate enjoyed by any member 
ot that houie, which was deter- 
minable. The civillift revenue was 
fettled on his th ajetty, on his ac- 
ceflion, for life; which was an in- 
tereft no power on carth could de- 
Prive him of without manifeft in- 
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Pp. XIV. 


Houfe of Commons on the Right of Parliament to enterfere in 


Dickete on the Joh Clauje of M-. 
Office of the third Ne coretary o/ * State, 


State for the Celuies. The Clau/le rejected. 


juttice ; and confequently that part 
of the bilt to which he referred, 
which went to the control of the 
civil hit, and to an appropriation 
of the fuppofed favings to arife from 
the reform, was dh attempt no lefs 
unprecedented, than fraught with 
injuftice. His majefty’s table, his 
houlehold, his wardrobe, were all 
to be new modelled: nay, it was 
intended to have his very table 
ferved by contract. This would not 
only degrade the fovereign, but re- 
duce him to the ttate of a precarious 
pentioner, whofe ttpend was one 
year leflened, and was liable the 
next to be {ull farther reduced. But 
for what purpofe was.all this? To 
leffen the influence of the crown. 
He heard a great deal of the influe 
ence of the crown, but he believed 
influence was never lefs known, or 
felt, than fince the acceffion of his 
prefent majetty; and he could fpeak 
from experience, that he never 
knew it to have lefs etfect than fince 
the prefent fovereign came to the 
throne. He, therefore, meant to 
{tate a propofition to the houfe, ree 
lative to the right of parhament to 
interfere in the expenditure of the 
civil liit, provided the order of the 
day could be difcharged, tll that 
bufinefs was difcuffed. 

Lord Beauchamp oppofed the difs 
charging of the order of the day, 
though he highly approved of the 
doctrine which had been laid down 
by the payimatier of the forces, and 
of the open and manly manner in 
which he had delivered his fenti- 
ments, 
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ments. But notwithftanding this, 
he confeffed, that he was always 

verle to meeting abitract que (tious: 
and, indecd , he neve! - fhould con- 
fent to give his vote for an albitratt 
qacttion, unlefs it could be flewn, 
that it immediately arofe trom the 
butinels betore the houle. No per- 
fon could fay, that this was the cafe 
in the pretent inftance. For wh 
the houie fhould go into a comant- 
tee, thote gentiemen who ditap 
proved ot the claufe, which was fir 
to come under difdutiion, would op- 
pote it on fuch grounds as appeared 
to them the mott conclufive : foinc 
on the ground, that the office pro- 
poted to be abolifhed was not an 
ufelefs one; others, that proots of 
the allegations.contained in the mil 
were neceflary; and a third cde- 
fcription, perhaps, becaufe parlia- 
ment had no right to interfere in 
the civil lit expendicure, tor any 
other caufe than that of notorious 
abule. 

Lerd John Cavendith fai, he 
ceuld not fit filent, nor hear, without 
indignation, the affertions which 
had been thrown out, that the par- 
liament had no controlling power 
over the civil lit revenue. If that 
doctrine was true, the people of this 
country were flaves. There was a 
great and eflential diftinction betweer 


h 
‘ 


wivat c property, and that ip ecies of 


isterett, which pertons enjoying pub- 
lic emoluments had in their tte pends, 
falarics, or {tated revenues Mien 
held priv: ate prop t rty for themfel iv 
alone; places ot truit and pr 
for the eood of the tite. ‘| he 
rule held throughout, trom = the 
{finaileit and meanelt, co the greatefi 
and molt lucrative: it was a condi- 
tion, trom Ww hich the tenure ot the 
crown itiell was not exe mypted. Par- 
liament bad an undoubted neht to 
reform abuies, and was of courfe 
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caimpetent fo inq\ ure into them; for 
they could not reform \ vithout pi 

vious il juLry. Thole who were {o- 
licitos t Din untamn the dignity of the 
crown, and who were accuftomed to 
{peak highly of the perfonal Wo rth 
of hin by whom it Was Worn, foul ! d 
leht they reprefent- 
ed him, when t ty fuppoted him 
totaliy regardlels ef the condition of 
his peoptc:, and wnagined that he 
would with to bet the only aay te in 
O Was not to tre 


contider im wha 


lis dominions, v 
or to be aifected the public m if. 
rorfune 

Mr. Fox faid, that the propofi- 
tron which lad been Jaid down, thee 
the houle Was not competent to in- 
quire into, or to control the civil 
rit expenditure, involved in it doc. 
trines of a moit alarming nature, and 
appeared to him to be utterly fub- 
veriive of the firlt principles of the 
conititution. He fincerely hoped, 
th reftore, that, before the houfe pro- 
ceeded tarther, they would ict that 
propotition be diteutied; for it would 
be ¢ jual nugatory and ridiculous, 
io ©o into the committee on the bill, 
till the fenfe of the houte were taken 
upon that queition. It mutt be firtt 
got rid of, betore any one claute in 
the bill could be taken into confider- 
ation. But he declared, that if it 
fhould be retolved and determined in 
the athrmative, that parliament had 
not a right to interfere, to reform, 
arrange, and, if neceflary, to re- 
fume the grants they had made to 
the crown for public purpote S» in 
fhort, to fee to the proper app: lica- 
tion of the monies they had granted, 


there was at once an end of the irbere 


ee 48 
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tics of this country. Such a vote 
would, in its confequences, amount 
toa diifolution of the government as 
modelled atthe Revolurion. It would 
prove a {t; ib viven to its very vitals. 


kor thou h the inembers of that 
houte 
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houfe might continue to aflemble in 
‘+ as ufual; though they might be 
called upon to vote fupplies accord- 
ing to the preferibed torms of the 
confitution; the right to vote and 
deliberate, without the right to fu- 
perintend and control the expen- 
diture of the money fo voted, would 
avail nothing; and they wney be- 
come as mere tlaves in reality as any 
in Europe. It to princes, and their 
reyes was given the exclulive 

ght of difpoting of any part of the 
t onal ires ot the nation, without con- 
trol, or without account, the he 
herties of the people trom that in- 
{tant would be gone tor ever. 

Should fuch a vote be agreed to, 
Now ig: faid, by a majority of that 
houfe, he fhould look upon his tons 
ind labours to be at an end. The 
people would have recou rie to other 
means of redrefs, when parliament 
had prec luded all poilible expecta- 
tions ot it, through the ordinary 
inethods preferibed by the conttitu- 
ton. They would have recourie 
to other arguments than what might 
be urged in the courfe ot debates in 
that houfe, in order to reicue them- 
felves, and their pofterity, from the 

chains which were forging tor them. 
Should fuch be the nece ity, he 
never again would enter that houfe: 
hi prelence there would bx ot little 
comfequence. Fle would unite him- 
felt with thofe out of that houfe, 
Whofe fentiments correfponded with 
his own. He hoped he thould ac- 
quit himfelt like a man; and he 
knew of nothing in his own ditpoii- 
tion, which wou ‘ld prevent him ee 
cligag ing with firmnefs and perfe- 
Verance in the frugele. Nor had 
he any re san sodoubr, but that the 
frienas of ral liberty, and of the 
ceahituson would oeevail in the 
Conteit, 


Lord Beaucham> faid. that the 
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propofition which had been ftarted, 
did not imply in it all the econfe- 
quences that were fuggefted. All 
that was meant was, that without 
proot of fome abufe, it would be un- 
juit to interfere in the expenditure 
of the civil litt. The nghtto retorm 
abufes was not dened: it was only 
afierted, that there ought to be 2 
proot of the abule previoufly, to’ the 
interterence. This, he contended, 
Was fupported by the conttitution, 
taking the nghtinthe tlrongeft man- 
ner to exitt: ‘and, theretore, # would 
be expected, that the office’ of 
third fecrctary of ftate fhotild be 
fhewn to be ufelefs, before the hotife 
could confent to its abolition, 

Lord North faid, that he entirely 
approved of the propoliuion which 
the payimatter of the forces was de- 
firous of moving, and if the houfe 
fhould think proper to enter into the 
cifcutfon, which he thought at pre- 
fent unneceflary, he would moft cer- 
tainly vote tor it. He heped, how- 
ever, at prefent, that ate houfe 
would think with him, that it was 
not neceflary. In his opinion, fuch 
a meafure would be unprecedented. 
The order ot the day had been re- 
cularly moved; and he od that 
it would be found unufual, o adinit 
a queition to be debated, w hich was 
fuppofed to militate againit a bill, 
depending in the houte. 

Mr. Rigby endeavoured to vine 
dicate the fentiments that he had 
advanced: and declared, that no 
man more revered the mghts of the 
conttitution than himfelt, or would 
vo farther in maintaining the rights 
of the people, in that houfe; where 
only, im his opinion, they could be 

conftitutionally defended, fo long as 
par liament exiited, He attains 

ledged, that the people had a right 
to petition that houle, and each of 
the other branches of the legiflature: 
bur 
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but it was in that houfe alone, that 
the voice of the people could be 
fairly known and acknowledged, and 
from whence only it could be furely 
and fafely coliecied. The people 
had a right to petition ; but that 
houfe had alfo the right to grant, or 
to reject, according as it flhould fee 
proper. 

The pay mater of the forces alio 
threw out fome hints, as if the con- 
duct of the minitter was not fuihe- 
ently firm and decifive. When go- 
vernment, he faid, was funk and 
unfypported, the ftate was in dai- 
ges and he thoughr it full time for 
the nable Jord to {peak out, and to 
declare, what he was determined to 
grant, and what he had determined 
to refufe: by which means a great 
deal of time, which was now unne- 
ceffarily wafted, might be faved; 
and the attention of the miniflers be 
directed to the difcharge of the func- 
tions of executive government; 
which now demanded the moit un- 
ceafing afliduitics ot thofe entruited 
with the exercife ot them. ‘The no- 
ble lord had made a conceflion to the 
gentlemen on the oppolite tide of the 
houfe, by admitting, that all ule- 
le(s finccures fhould be taken away. 
No man was more firmly of opinion, 
that they ought to be taken away 
than himfelf: but if fuch a vefor- 
mation was to extend to pertons en- 
joying ollices for lite, by which a 
frechold was legally vetted in them, 
he would moit ce rtainly det his face 
againit any fuch attempt: for as he 
had refolved to retit ; iny plan, tor 

yaring down, weakening, or letien- 

i r the preros auves OF the crown, or 
lcpriving it ot the revenuc annexed 

to ufo lite ; lo he would be equally 
tenacious of the rights of the iub- 
ject. Hie had heard reports of ex- 
tending the retorm much farther, of 
a reiumption of ail ancient grants 


from the crown; but this was wha¢ 
he would fever confent to. 

The attorney-general conceived, 
that the propofition which had been 
flarted amounted to no more than a 
mere abftract quettion, which no 
man was bound to refolve. If the 
propofition was applicable to the bill 
reterred to, the proper place to de- 
bate if would be in the committee, 
Ile afiured the houfe, that he was 
averfe to the difeutlion of the quef: 
tion: tor he could fairly ceelare, 
that, if it fhould be put, he did noe 
— whether he thould ceive ita ne- 
g rative or an atlirmative. 

Mr. Burke defired that the quef- 
tion in agitation might be determin- 
ed upon, before the houfe went into 
a committee upon his bill. The 
prefent doctrine, fhould it be adopt- 
ed, went equally to the defe ating 
every part of his bill: though if that 
were all, if only the fate of the bill 
were deverminnd: by agrecing to the 
propofition, it would not give him 
much uneafinefs. But it was a prin- 
ciple, which, in his opinion, went 
to overthrow the conftitution, and 
to annihilate the effential rights and 
privileges of parliament. The re- 
folving, howev er, that the houle of 

commons was incompeten to in- 
quire into, or to control, the ex- 
penditure of the civil litt revenue, 
1 not, theugh it might be in- 
tended to effect it, de troy the liber 
ties of Britain. Debate, it is true, 
would be at an end, becaute it could 
anfwer no uleful purpofe. The du- 
ties ot thofe who had itruggled tora 
long feries of years, againit every 
difadvantage that it was potlib »le to 
conceive, againft large majorities, 
public ob inne, repe: ated defeat, 
and daily mortifications, would 
ceafe: their unavailing oppofition 
would be terminated. The people 
muit do what parliament had — 
cu, 


would 


th 
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ed, or rather what they had re- 
folved not to do, or had declared 
themlelves incompetent to ettect: 
but he trufted, that health would 
follow. A fever purged off pu- 
ritied the blood, gave it a more hap- 
py circulation, and renovated or cor- 
rected a weak or difordered conftitu- 
tion. A fracture, properly healed, 
acquire sd itrength fuperior to any 
other part of the bone. ‘The crown 
held no public right, or public pro- 
perty, butas a trutt for, and under 
the people. It could gain or fofe 
nothing in truth, asoneen it enjoyed 
all it potteti “das a favour; and tor 
the attainment of certain di fined or 
implied purpoles ; which purpofes 
were underitood to be good governs 
ment, and the well-being of the 
ftate. The prerogatives of the 
crown, the highett and moit tran- 
feendent part of its power, were 
created, and of courfe ought to be 
exercifed, for the benetit of the 
people, who created and conferred 
them. It was, therefore, to the latt 
degree abfurd, to draw a line, or 
feparate the private rights of an in- 
dividual, as held tor any other end 
but the good of the whole commu- 
nity: every right his majefty en- 


joyed as fovercign, was a delegated 


neht, and confequently fubject to 
examination, to correction, and con- 
trol, It was particularly of the very 
eflence of that houfe to inquire, to 
regulate, and control; and when- 
ever it waved, concealed. or fuf- 
pended that right, when a proper 
opportunity offered of exerting it, 
then mott clearly every object of 
their meeting and deliberating was 
atanend. They were no longer 
the rep elentatives of the people, 
‘vho had fent them there; they were 
no lonver the tervants of the public ; 
but an corrupt, or fervile tools “4 


thofe who paid and rewarded then 
1780. 
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for their treachery or negle& of 
duty. 

Mr. Thomas Pitt, after ftating 
the neceflity of coming to an imme- 
diate determination on the fubject, 
remarked that the miniiterial fide 
ot the houfe were apparently atraid 
to meet the queition, in the thape in 
which it then prefented  irtfelf, 
though they were not afhamed 7 
ac knowledge that they approved o 
it, and that they intended to teed 
the principle, when the houfe went 
into a committee. But he affirmed, 
that if the propofition which had 
been ttarted thor tld pete to be the 
fenfe of the houfe, the government 


ot this country woul ld be as defpotic 
as anvin E UrOpe. 


Mr. Dunning confidered the pro- 


potition as involving in it a q! ueltion 
of conttitutional law. He denied, 


that the king poffeffed any part of 
his revenue, asa ey or diftine 


property ; becaufe it he did, he 
might the n employ it to any purpofe 
whatever. But the ufes, ‘to which 
it Was appropriated, clearly marked 
out, that the difpotal, or expendi 
ture of it, was within the control 
of parliament. The reafon was ob- 
vious: it had been given by parlia- 
ment. It was a pat liamentary grant 
involving in it a truft; and confe- 
quently, that grant implied a con- 
trol, which was incident to every 
other fpecies of truft whatever; 
namely, a power to fee that the 
truit was taithtully difcharged: 
which it was ln pe ible to det termine, 
without inquiring into the expendi. 
ture; and equ: ily impotlible was it 
to inquire to any good purpofes, it 
the power to ingul re Was not accome 
panied by a power to control. To 
talk, theretore, of the injuttice of 
inquiry, without proving fome 
abufe, was, in his apprehenfion, as 
ridiculous as to fay, that amanoug ht 
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to be punifhed for the commiffion 
of a crime, but that it would be un- 
juit to try him, till you had proved 
his euilt. 

The queftion was at length put 
for the order of the day, which was 
refolved in the affirmative, the pay- 
matter of the forces on this occation 
finding himfelf in’ the minority. 
‘The houfe then refolved itielf into a 
committee, on Mr. Burke’s bill, and 
Mr. Elwes was called to the chair. 
The tirtt claufe of the bill now came 
under difcuffion: the deign of which 
was to abolith the office of third fe- 
cretary of ftate, or fecretary of thate 
tor the colonies. 

Lord Beauchamp fpoke in favour 
of the office, and againit the claute. 
He maintained, that the houfe bad 
no right to interfere in the expen- 
diture of the king’s civil hit revenue, 
upon any other “ground but that of 
grofs abufe previoutly proved: and 
even then, confiftently with the tpe- 
cial, potitive, and veited rights, ac- 
cruing from a legiflative act, he 
dubted much, though it might be 
legal, whether it would be conttitu- 
tionally legal, to take from’ the 
crown, by act of parhiar ent, what 
levally belonged to it. If abutes 
were proved, it was certainly com- 
petent to that honfe to point out to 


their fove reign, the proper mode of 


removing and correcting them. But, 
in his opimon, that mode was not 
by pafling of a law of refumpuon, 
which would never be reforted to, 
in any given inftance, but in that 
of the lait neceflity, when every 
other method had been tried, and 
0 been found unfucce!stul. But 
fuppoting that it was right and fit 
tor parliament to interfere Upon mo- 
tives of public @conomy, another 
qu \eltion would arife; namely, whe- 
ther the object to be obtained, the 
faving propofed, was of futhcient 
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magnitude to juftify that houfe in 
the. fuppretlion of an ufeful office, 
For in the contemplation of the 
houfe it muft be deemed an ulfetul 
othee, ull the contrary were proved, 
It was clearly an innovation: and 
though the particular ollace propoted 
to be abolifhed might, or might not 
be, of fuflicient confequence to 
create an alarm, he wifhed it might 
be confidered what the pretent bill 
went to. ‘This claufe tormed buta 
part, anda very fall part, of the 
bill: but if the propricty of the 
prefent claute fhould * refolved, the 
lame principle would fpread itfelf 
through every other part of the bill, 
and be extended to all the branches 
ot the roval houfhold, and into the 
domeftic arrangemecuts within the 
royal palace itfelf. 

The fecretary at war contended, 
that the influence ot the crown, fo 
tar trom being increafed, fince the 
acceflion of his prefent majefty, had 
been rather on the decline. But al- 
lowing its exiitence to the extent 
which had been fuppofed, that 
houfe was incompetent to intertete, 
or control its expenditure. Nor was 
that houfe obliged to attend to the 
petitions of the people, any tarther 
than the fentiinents which were con- 
tained in them, accord with their 
own judgment. Between fuppoling 
the petitions to be right, in praying 
forthe abolition of all ufelels and 
unneeefiary places, the office pro- 
pofed to be aboliflied by this claufe 
did not come within that deiemp- 
tion; and, confequently, it Was not 
fupported b vVahy realon w! hich could, 
or which ought to be prefumed to 
operate, within or withgut that 
houte. 

Mr. Burke reprobated, in very 
ftrong terms, the doctrine, that 
there was no difference between the 
king's property in the civil lit, and 
private 
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private property. The king, he 
jaid, was only atruitee for the pub- 
lic. Property and fubjects* exifted 
before kings were clected; and they 
were endowed with a proportion of 
the former for the protection of the 
latter. And fhould the fervant, he 
afked, the creature of the people, be 
reprefented by treafonable fubjects, 
by falfe and pretended friends, as 
claiming an inherent, felf-created 
original, and divine right, in the 
voluntary grant of that people for 
whofe good he received it, and for 
whofe good it might be refumed ? 
This was the very quinteffence of 
Jacobitiim. It was not Toryifin, 
but Jacobitifin. The Tories, in- 
deed, leaned towards monarchy; 
but ftill they pvoteifed, that the 
monarchy to which they Icaned, was 
amonarchy limited within certain 
bounds by the law, and controlable 
by the conftitution. Jacobitifm cle- 
vated kings into the rank of gods, 
and contended, that the people were 
made for them, not they for the 
people. Butit was doing Jacobitifm 
injuttice, that Jacobitifin at leaft the 
remains of which had been lately feen 
in this country, to compare it with 
the doctrines which had been that 
cay advanced in that houfe. For 
there was fomething generous ina 
{teady attachment to the perfons of 
aroyal family in diftrefs, and the 
compaffion of the heart made amends 
for the errors of the judgment. But 
in the prefent times, in this enlight- 
ened age, in this country, and on 
that ocealion, to avow fuch theories 
of defpotifm, was forething worfe 
than Jacobitifm. It was Jacobitilin 
fublimated and refined into a deteft- 
ed fyitem of the mot humiliating 
flavery. 

As to the office of third fecretary 
of itate, it was maniteitly an ufelets 
and fupernumerary office, To prove 
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this, he muft call the late Earl of 
Suffolk from the dead; though he 
was convinced, that even if one 
fhould rife from the dead, there were 
fome in that houfe who would not, 
on that fubject, believe his teftimony. 
Lord Suffolk was a man of honour} 
he would not, therefore, have fat 
a year in his bed-chamber reiting 
his legs, afflicted with the gout, on his 
green box, containing the papers of 
his office, and at the fame time have 
held the place of fecretary of ftate, 
if he had not been convinced in 
his confcience, that the bufinefs of 
the ftate would be very well mana- 
ged without his afliftance. Nay, 
atter he was dead, his office remain- 
ed with him. The third fecretary- 
fhip was in reality already extinét; 
it was depofited with the corpfe of 
Lord Suffolk, ina fuperb cemetry. 
Its tuncral obfequics were performed 
on the oceafion: it was laid afide 
with that pomp which became its 
pomp; with enfigns, e‘cutchcons, 
and flambeaux. A fucceflor, indeed, 
after an interval of # year, was ap- 
pointed to him. But it eo afked 
the reafon, no other could be given 
than the Irifluman’s: the other two 
fecretaries were doing nothing, and 
a third was appointed to help them. 
He made fundry other obfervations 
in fupport of his claufe; and remark- 
ed, that befides the aétual faving to 
the public which would refult from 
it, and the leflening of the influ- 
ence of the crown, the bufinefs 
tranfacted ia the refpective othces of 
fecretary of ftate, when united again 
as formerly, might be better executed 
by fewer hands. 

The Lord Advocate of Scotland 
faid, that the confiitution had been 
more accurately fertled at the Revo- 
lution than at any preceding period. 
Before that tim Be the civil lift had 
been voted to the Kings of England, 
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without any fpecification of what 
part. ot it fhoald be applied to the 
maintenance of armics, or navics, 
and what to the fuppore of their 
houfhold and civil government. At 
the Revolution this evil was re- 
medied: a certain fum Was appro- 
priated to the defence of the ftate, 
and a certain fum to the king, to 
which he had as good a right as any 
individual could have to his private 
property. For whether the king 
was called truitee, fervant of the 
public, or fovercign, he Was an he- 
reditary monarch, and inherited the 
rights and property ot his predecef- 
fors by as tirm attle of inheritance 
as any, by which any gentleman tn 
that houfe laid claim to the eftate of 
his anceftors. If then the king had 
not violated the limitations fixed to 
the exercife of the royal prerogative 
at the Revolution it was not in the 
power ot parliament. to deprive him 
of his juft and conitituuonal nghts 
and property. . . 
Mr. Fox expreffed his aftonifh- 
ment, that members of that houfe 
fhould {till perfift in queftioning the 
right of parliament. to Inquire mto 
the expenditure of the civil htt. 
Had not the exercife ot this right 
been the uniform practice of parlia- 
ment? Was it ignorance, or was it 
fomething worle, that led men to 
nake an oppofition to fo plain «an 
axiom, to a power fo rooted in par- 
liament ? Had the prefent king any 
hereditary right? Parhament, in- 
deed, had made him the fuceeffor to 
the throne: but hereditary right he 
had none. Ile Was, aS had be n 
betore obferved in the courte of that 
debate, the mere creature of the 
people’s inftitution, and held no- 
thing but what he held in truft for 


the yr ople, tor their ule ind 0 eft. 
©. of ii any members ot th) it ny ile 
isich OC lo ablurd as to ii ppcte that 


the king’s civil lift revenue was given 
to his majefty to expend juft as he 
fhould think fit? No; it was civyen 
him for the fervice of the public: 
and the reprefentatives of the peo- 
ple had at all times a conftitutional 
authority to inquire into the €Xxpen- 
diture of that allowance. They had 
alfo a right to reduce it; and, ip. 
deed, to take the whole of it, or, ig 
other words, to refume the whole of 
it, into their hands again, when. 
ever the abufe of it, or the exigen. 
cies of the times fhould require it. 
The king was no longer king than 
while he fhould be tound to wear 
his crown for the rood of his peo- 
ple: for all power lodged in the 
crown, or ellewhere, could only 
center in that one vreat and funda- 
mental point, 

The civil eftablifhment for the 
prefent king had been very liberally 
confidered on his majeity’s accefiion: 
for the parliament and nation thea 
formed the moft flattering expecta- 
tions trom him. They took for 
granted every thing he promifed, 
and did not know what he reall 
meant. “They had not the leatt fui: 
picion of the fyftem by which his 
government was to be regulated, and 
did not torefee the calamities and mi- 
feries which they were to experience 
from an American war. But creat as 
the allowance tor his ma‘efty’s civil 
lift was, his expences had not been 
confined within that allowance. He 
came from time to time to parlia- 
ment, praying them to pay off what 
he was in arrears: and the debts of 
the crown were as regularly voted 
as new taxes. His mayjefty had al- 
fo, notwithftanding the neceffities 
of the times, reccived an augmenta- 
tion of one hundred thoufand pounds 
ayear. Dut national eeconomy was 
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now become indiipentably neceilary 5 
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of {tate ory manifeftly ufclefs, and 
only ferved to increafe the influence 
of the crown, it ought to be abolith- 


H15 


ed. 
claufe was rejected by a majority of 
208 againit 201. 
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After fome farther debate, the 
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XV. 


¥ 
Dehate in the Houle of Peers on a Motion made by the Earl of Effingham, for 


laying before that Houfe a lift oF * fuch 
in the 

ina Brill 
in Mr. Burke’s Bill for a holisfbir 1g the Board 
T he Speaver declares bis ky niiments concerning the 


Le ijlont or Le mploy ment. Debate 
Nort?’s > Mbotion far Leave to bring 
Accounts. Debate on the Clau/e 
of Trade and Planiations. 


Nig ht of e Harve to inquire inta the E-xbenditure of the & 
County Petitions, and the Influence of the Crewn. 
Vote for the 
New Taxes wep a y the Miniter, 


mittee of the wt hole hoje, 
and Plantations. 
Hoje. 
ARIOUS efforts continued to 


be made by the oppofition, in 
both houfes, for, dinjinithing the in- 
fluence of the crown, and putting 
fome {top to parliamentary corrup- 
tion. It was with this view that, 
on the roth of March, the Earl of 
Kihngham made a motion in the 
houte ot Peers, that there fhould be 
laid betore that houle, a litt of fuch 
members of it as enjoyed any place, 
pention or employment, for aterm 


| of years, for life, during pleafure, 
: er during § good be haviour. He ob- 
| ferved, that it was generally believed 
| without doors, that great emolu- 
: ments and high emp sloy ments had a 
f very {trong influence on the deter- 
minations of parliament. The in- 


fluence of the crown could, indeed, 
hardly be denied: hopes and fears 
were created in the breafts of men, 
, accordin g to their different tempers 


> 

5 and di! (politions. The influence of 
, preterment, in expecta tion, or the 
’ 

‘ anxioufnels of retainine what we al- 


ready held, Was an uni verfally per- 
vading principle, though not uni- 


» Members of it as enjoyed any Places 
Hovfe of Commons, on Lord 
for appointing g a Commifion of 


wil Lift, the 
The Mayo rity, ima Conte 
ton of the ‘Beard of Trade 


and agreed to by the 


Pel bal: tif 


formly. operative. Even the right 
reverend bench, though they could 
not be affected by any tear of lofing 
the very refpect: able rank and.emo- 
luments the y held in the ftate, might 
poffibly not entirely overlook tranf- 
lations to higher dignitic s and greater 
emoluments. There was alfo a cere 
tain part of the peerage, who were 
differently circumftaneed from the 
other members of that houfe, whofe 
feats there ttood upon a different 
footing from thofe who enjoyed that 
right by inheritance. He meant, 
he faid, the pecrage of the northern 
part of the ' kingdom ; which, in 
conjunction with the right reverend 
prelates, threw a great weight into 
the feale of the crown. His motion, 
however, was framed on no idea ot 
that kind, and led to no innovation. 
It was rather an enquiry, which, 
hereafter, in the diferetion of the 
houle, might lead to correction and 
regulation. It was fuggeited from 
the opinions which generally pre- 


vailed without doors, that the in- 
fluence of the crown was enormous, 
K 3 and 
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and that it was neceflary to fet fome 
limits to it. The other houfe had, 
by feveral atts, confeficd the idea 
to be well founded. They had 
framed bills exprefsly for the pur- 
fe, and had, particularly in the 
inftance of penfions granted by the 
crown during pleature, excluded 
rfons of that defcription from 
chee either elected, or, if elected, 
from fitting in parliament. He 
wifhed to preferve all poflible deli- 
cacy on the fubject, and to avoid 
every appearance of making any per- 
fonal application to anv one noble 
lord ; but it was certain, from many 
decifions in that houfe, which had 
taken place of late years, that thofe 
noble fords, who {tood in the fitua- 
tion defcribed in the motion, almott 
univerfally voted with adminittra- 
tion upon every queftion, whilit 
thofe who were under no fueh in- 
fluence voted on the other fide. He 
reminded their lordflips, that the 
times were rather critical ; and that 
though they were not the reprefen- 
tatives of the people, it was their 
duty to pay a proper attention and 
regard to their iaterefts, to their 
wiihes, and to their reafonable re- 
quefts, He recommended a retro- 
fpect to paft times, and that their 
Jordfhips fhould confider how much 
it behoved them to ftand well in the 
opinion of the public, as that would 
be always their beft and fureft fup- 
ort, There was a period when that 
owt was become fo pbnoxious to 
the people, as to be declared ufelefs 
by the voice of their repreientatives : 
and furely it was at ail times their 
intereft to have the people believe, 
that their lordfhips were influenced 
by principles of public virtue, and 
not actuated by fuch motives as were 
inconfftent with the welfare of the 
community. 
Lord Stormont ob'ected to the mo- 


tion very ftrongly, as being highly 
injurious to the honour and dignity 
of that houfe. It carried, he faid, 
upon the verv face of it, a grofs im- 
utation on the integrity of their 
lordfhips ; becaufe it implicd, that 
they were capable of being improper: 
ly actuated by hopes, and fears, and 
expectations ; and that their native 
dignity, and the good of their coun- 
try, were not the ruling motives in 
all their actions. He could not fuf- 
peét, that any motive fo bafe as that 
of intereft, could influence the minds 
of their lord{hips. It was a fuppo- 
fition not to be made. The motion 
appeared to him to be new and un- 
preeedented ; it could not be ima- 
gined that enjoying a place, or a 
enfion, could have any influence 
in their decifions ; nor did he know 
of any juft grounds for unfavourable 
fufpicions in the minds of men 
againit the conduct ot their lordfhips, 
Complying with the motion would 
be only giving countenance to the 
unjuit furmifes and fulpicions of the 
people, and acting in a manner dero- 
gatory to the dignity of that houfe. 
The duke of Richmond remark- 
ed, that the noble Vifcount was 
much accuitomed to fubftitute high 
founding words in the room of ar- 
gument ; and to talk of the honour 
and dignity of parliament, when the 
conduct that he recommended was 
neither very honourable nor very 
dignified. His grace treated the idea, 
of their lordfiips not being to be in- 
fluenced by motives of intereft, as ri- 
diculous in a very high degree, Were 
the members of that houfe, becaule 
they were peers, to fet themfelves 
above human nature? Were they 
more than men? Were they leis 
lable to influence than the members 
of the other houfe of parliament ? 
The members of the Houfe of Com- 
mons had repeatedly acknowledged, 
that 
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that they were not fuperior to the 
influence of the crown, bv patling 
hills for the exclufion of placemen, 
and other fimilar acts, in which that 
houfe had concurred. And what- 
ever pompous airs they might af- 
fume, human nature was precifely 
the fume in that Houfe as in the 
Houle of Commons, or in any other 
houle. It was, therctore, abfurd to 
argue, that it would be derogatory 
tothe honour and dignity of their 
lerdflups, to fuppofe that any of 
them could be i imprope rly influenced 
hy thecrown. ‘The real honour and 
dignity of that houle would beft be 
jhewn by proving its independency, 
not merely by atlerting it in high 
founding phrafes ; by taking every 
potlible precaution to check the 
power of court influence, and to 
prevent its effects within their walls : 
und the prefent was, of all others, 
the fitteit time for putting fuch a 
refolution in practice. 

His Grace then adverted to the 
fate of the Scottith peerage, and 
dwelt a confiderable time on their 
dependency on — adminiftration. 
their dependency arofe, in great 
part from their particular fituation, 
which, fo far as it regarded their 
parliamentary conduct, bound them, 
in fome meature, by a kind of con- 
tract, to promote the views, and to 
fupport the meafures of the minifter, 
tor the time boing. It arofe from the 
electors more than from the elected. 
The electors were, for the mot 
part, dependent on the crown or ad- 
miniftration: and they voted as they 
were directed. The minifter’s litt 

was fent about previous to a gene- 
ral election ; and thofe, who lived 
on the boi inty of the crown, were 
directed how to vote at the eleétion 
of the fixteen peers; fo that the in- 
fit tence of the crown, on the Scotch 

lords who voted in that houfe, arofe 
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from the tenure by which they held 
their feats. As long as he had known 
any thing of parliament, he recol- 
lected but one intftance of any noble 
lord, from that part of the kingdom, 
diffenting in opinion from thofe who 
had nominated him. This was the 
Earl of Stair; and the cale of that 
nobleman was within the recollection 
of the houle. He had voted agree- 
ably to the dictates of his confcience, 
acainft the meafures of adminiftra- 
tion refpecting America. He de- 
clared at the time, that he withed to 
vote with the miniftry whenever he 
could; but that on that occafion, he 
could not, as a man of honour and 
confcienee, vote otherwife than he 
did. What was the confequence ? 
His lordfiip was left out of the mi- 
nifter’s lift at the enfuing election, 
and of courfe loit his feat in that 
houfe. From that time to the pre- 
fent in all divitions, upon great po- 
litical points, the fixtcen Scottifh 
peers have invariably voted with the 
miniitry. His Grace obferved, that 
he was a Scotch peer himfelf, and 
therefore fincerely lamented the 
ftate of the pecrage of that part of 
the united kingdom: and he hoped, 
that the noble lords, who enjoyed 
titles there, would contrive fome 
means to emancipate themfelves 
from the influence of the crown, 
which had been fo flamefully exer- 
cifed tor a feries of years, by its 
minifters, in garbling the Scottifh 
elections. 

The Earl of Marchmont oppofed 
the motion, and vindicated the Scot- 
tith peerage ; but did not controvert 
the tacts which had been advanced 
by the Duke of Richmond. The 
motion was alfo oppofed by Lord 
Fauconberg and Lord Denbigh ; 
and was at length rejected by a ma- 


jority of §1 to 24, 


On the 13th of the month, Lord 
K 4 North 



































































































SE EE me 


136 BRITISH AND 


North moved for leave to bring in 
** a bill to appoint and enable com- 
millioners to take, ftate, and make 
up the public accounts ; to afcertain 


what balances were in the hands of 


sublic officers ; to difeover what de- 
+ eis exiited in the mode of mi kine 
up accounts at the excheque r; and 
to report to the houfe what they 
fhould deem the belt method of re- 
moving them.”’ His lordthip point- 
ed out the bill as meant to be di- 
rected to three different objects. He 
ebferved, thatthe tirtt was to inform 
that houfe and the pubhe ot the real 
ftate of the accounts of the king- 
dom, that the nation might fee in 
what manner the great fuims which 
were granted by parhament had been 
difpoled of ; the fecond was, by al- 
eertaining the outttanding balances, 
to enable government to compel pay- 
ment; and the lait, by difcovering 
the defects, to prevent fuch imcon- 
veniencies in time to come. He con- 
feffed, that the courfe of accounting 
at the exchequer was far trom being 
fuited to the encreafed fate of the 
national expenditure, and was at- 
tended with too much delay. He 
was of opinion, that the p rfons ap- 
pointed to hill the commitiion fhould 
not be members of that houle; be- 
caufe it would take up their whole 
time, and ot courte draw their at- 
tention from their other bufinefs in 
parliament; and becaufe let the 
commifhoners be whom they would, 
no matter from which fide of the 
houfe elected, it would be deemed a 
party appointment. The perfons, 
therefore, that he fhould fubmit to 
the confideration of the houte would 
not be members of it; and, to re- 
move every caufe of fufpicion, he 
meant that they fhould be fuch as 
enjoyed, no place of profit or cmolu- 
mene under the crown. 
Mr. Thomas Townthend contend- 


ed, that the noble lord’s bill cari. 

on the face of it, the ftronge ft mark 
of minitterial deceit and impotition 
it was notonly delufive, but it co: 
tained a direct infult on the hou! 
Ire iupeached at once thi i Interrity 
and their abilities : it amphed cithe: 
the one or the other ot thele two 


| 


things: cithes that halt a doze 
" , i 


Mh, 


’ 


\e 


Wen Che men could not be {« le ica out 
of 5568, of which that houle was 
comp te d. equal to the talk ; oO] 
that being equal to it, they were 
not to be trulted. As to this being 
done to prevent party predilecti , 
it was a mere trick. Were there 
no party-men out of that houle? 
Were party and’ faction contined 
within thofe walls? No: the fame 
hopes, the fame fears, and the fame 
fentiments, according to circum: 
ftance and fituation, pervaded every 
brealt in the kingdom, at leatt of 
perfons in fuch a rank ot life as were 
fic to be nominated in a commiflion 
of that kind. The minifler, in one 
inflance as well as in the other, 
would have the nomination: and it 
availed very little, whether his lord- 
flip {elected his triends from the op- 
polite benches, or picked them up 
mn the ftreet, or trom the next al- 
fembly to which he reforted. But 
if members of that houfe were ap- 
pointed, they would be doubly re- 
{pontible ; both in their places there, 
and as commiflioners; whereas the 
perfons to be appointed, by the pro- 
pot d bill, would only be amenable, 
like any other fet of individuals, to 
the courts of juttice, under the pro- 
yilions of the bill. 

Mr. Burke faid, that he could 
not but think that the propofal, of 
excluding members of that houie 
from the intended commitlion of 
accounts, was a feandalous reflec- 
tion upon them, and calculated to 
diiparage them in the eyes of theas 
cont 
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conftituents; who, by this open 
fiema, would be told what kind ot 
perfons they were looking up to tor 
a redrels of grievances: for though 
the grievances chietly complained ot 
were abufes in the expenditure of 
the public money, the principle ot 
the propofed bill amounted to un ac- 
knowledgement, that their repreicn- 
tatives in parliament had neithe: ho- 
nour, honetty, or ability, to dil- 
charge the mott eflential part of their 
duty, that which might be confider- 
ed as the principal purpote tor which 
they were icnt there, 

Mr. WM clbore Klis declared him- 
felf of opinion, that it would be moit 
prope! tv appome perions to be com=- 
mifioners Who were not members ot 
that houfe; beeaufe if members only 
fliould be named, the commuilhon 
might be vacated, as no man could 
tell whether the ap- 
pointed would be re-ciccted at the 
enfuing general election. ‘The At- 
torn y-General likewife detended 
the exclufion of members ot parha- 
ment from the propoied commuttion, 
becaufe every former commitlion, 
which had been formed of members 
ot parliament, { fasled in pro- 


imcimnbers to 


had 
ducing the detired effect. 

Mr. Fox ridiculed the minitter’s 
appointing a commutlion of accounts 
asafolemn faree, and an intended 
impofition on the public. ‘The no- 
ble lord would, in a commiilion fo 


conttituted, be his own judge; for 
he was to nominate the commif- 
honers, and to pay them. IHle pre- 


tended, that he would not appoint 
placemen or penfioners: but the fact 
was, that they would be placemen 
with large falaries, as foon as they 
eutered upon their offices; and they 
Would be penfioners ever after tll 
they were provided for. Colonel 
Barré defired to contradiét a r port 
that was {pread abroad, that the mi- 
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nitter had ftolen his bill from him ; 
tor he would do him the juttice to 
declare, that he had not: the idea, 
indeed, upon which it was founded, 
was origimally his; but the bill now 
propoted was entirely of the noble 
lora’s own tabrication. After fome 
further debate, the houfe agreed to 
the motion. 

The fame day the houfe went into 
a committee on Mr. Burke’s bill, 
when the claute for abolithing the 
Board of Trade came under contidere 
ation. Mr, Eden went into an 
hiitorical account of that board, 
thewed that it was inftituted by par- 
lament, and maintained, that it 
wou!d not be right to make fo mate- 
rial an alteration, without good evi- 
dence being produced that the board 
was ufelefs and unneceflary. The 
contrary he faid, was the tact; and 
to prove it he affirmed, that the re- 
cords of the board confitted of about 
2300 volumes, many of which con- 
tained interefting and important pa- 
pers, which any gentleman migh¢ 
perufe if he pleafed. ‘The author of 
the bill, when the former claufe of 
it was difcutied, had chofen to call 
his witnefles from the dead: here 
too he might have the names of Mr, 
Locke, Mr. Addifon, Mr. Prior, 
Lord Molefworth, Mr. Charles 
‘Townfhend, and many others of the 
firit character for abilities, who were 
all at ditlerent times members of the 
board in quettion, 

Mr. Burke ridiculed the fuppofi- 
tion, that the 2300 volumes belong 
ing to the Board of Trade afforded 
any evidence of its utility. He 
bereed leave to decline perufing 
them; but remarked, that they 
would ferve as a monument, under 
which both he and his claufe might 
be buried, and they might form a 
tuneral pile for them as large as one 
ot the pyramids of Egypt. As a 
Board 
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Board of Trade, he faid, he detefled 


that which his claufe was intended 
to abolith, becaufe be regarded it 
as ufelefs, alle, and expentive: but 
confidered as an academy of Belles 
Lettres, into which it was now con- 
verted, he was willing to bow his 
head in reverence to the great and 
fhining talents of its feveral mem- 
bers. Every department of litera- 
ture, the folid and the entertaining, 
the inftructive and the amufing, had 
its feparate proteflor, The public 
exercifes of the academy did it ho- 
nour, and rendered it an object of 
admiration and applaufe. To the 
rofeifors themfelves he held all pof- 
Fle deference, and trom that de- 
ference it was that he wifhed to 
refcue them from the ignominy of 
being degraded to a Board of Trade. 
As an academy of Belles Lettres, he 
fhould hold them hallowed; as a 
Board of Trade, he wiflied to abo- 
lith them. The members of that 
board were dittinguifhed for their 
hittorical labours, their metaphyti- 
cal refearches, their epiftolary cor- 
reipondence, their difquifitions on 
criminal law, and their poetry: but 
they were not of the leaft ufe to the 
commercial world, One gentleman 
who fat at the board, and who had 
done fo for many years, among 
other pertormances defervedly ef. 
teemed, had written on the Origin 
of Evil. He could not fay that it 
was the board at which he fat, which 
had (uggetted the title of his book, 
but he might venture to obferve, that 
the honourable gentleman's long 
experience might have led him to 
know, that the Board of Trade was 
one great political evil, as it was 
attended with conlidcrable expence, 
and was continued to increaie the 
undue and unconttitutional influence 
of the crown in that houfe, which 
Was ue of the greateit political evils, 
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or indeed the aggregate of them 
all. 

In the courfe of this debate, Mr, 
Fox called upon the Speaker, Sir 
Fletcher Norton, to give his opi- 
nion on the competency of thar 
houfe to enquire into and control the 
civil lift expenditure: upon which 
the Speaker rofe, and obferved, that 
ever fince he had the honour of pre- 
fiding in that houfe, he had avoided 
as much as poflible giving any opi- 
nion refpecting matters which came 
before it. His duty and inclination 
led him to adopt that mode of con- 
duct. His duty, leit from the re- 
{pectable and honourable ftation he 
hiled, his mixing in debate, without 
arrogating any thing to himfelf, 
might be fuppofed to create an im- 
proper influence in fome of his 
hearers ; and his inclination torbad 
him, becaufe he knew, from expe- 
rience, that whatever he might fup- 
port as an individual member, might 
be apt to bias his judgment in his 
other character, that of fpeaker, 
when he came to prefide in the 
houfe. It was true, that the mode 
and order of proceeding did not pre- 
clude him from {peaking in a com- 
mittee; the houfe was now in one; 
and confequentiy, within the moit 
rigid rules of order, he was as much 
at liberty to deliver his fentiments 
as any other member: and he ac- 
knowledged, that he had more than 
once, foon after he was cuailed to 
his prefent ftation, exercifed that 
right. But from whatever caufe it 
proceeded, he always found, on 
{uch occafions, that his conduct was 
apt to be mifinterpreted ; and that 
whatever he offered, as arifing from 
his own teclings and judgment, was 
deemed rather, taking a ftep out of 
the proper duties of his office; which 
were faid to be, a ftriét obfervance 
of whatever might tend to imprets 
on 
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on the houfe the mofl ftrict impar- 
tiality and indifference. However, 
as he had been publicly called upon, 
he fhould.now freely declare his fen- 
timents concerning the bill which 
was then under diicuffion. 

The honourable gentieman, he 
obferved, who had brought the bill 
into the houfe, deferved well of his 
countrv. He had fent him the bill 
in order to know whether he ap- 

roved or difapproved of it. He 
acknowledged, that he was preju- 
diced in its favour by the very able 
and eloquent {peech that the author 
of it made on his motion for leave ; 
one of the moft inftruétive and en- 
tertaining he had ever heard in that 
houfe, or out of it; indeed fo much 
fo, that however highly he had be- 
fore eftimated that gentleman’s par- 
liawentary talents, it ferved to con- 
frin him in the opinion he had long 
entertained of his unrivalled abi- 
lities. But notwithftanding every 
previous prejudice created in his 
mind, he contefled, that when he 
caine to examine the bill, the two 
principles which appeared in it did 
ftrike him with equal weight. He 
could eafily fee the right of parhia- 
ment in gencral, upon extraordi- 
nary occations, to control the whole 
of the civil lift expenditure; but 
then he thought the neceffity fhould 
be fhewn, and that without this any 
inquiry or contral would be preima- 
ture. Nothing of the kind, or at 
leaft nothing pofitive or diftinct, had 
been pointed out: and this fuggeft- 
ed to him the dittinétion which he 
had fome time fince formed, that is, 
a diftinétion between that part of the 
civil lift which was appropriated to 
the {pecial purpofes of government, 
and that other part which was ap- 
propriated to the expences or matn- 
tenance of the king’s houfhold. The 
former he thought directly and ime 
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mediately within the control of par- 
liament; and, indeed, that it ne- 
ceflarily was fo, from the nature of 
a publictruft. The latter he thought 
ftood upon a very different ground, 
and bore as near a relation as poffi- 
ble in its nature to private property. 
There were inftances in which it 
might become very proper for par- 
liament to interfere, refpecting even 
this part of the revenue of the civil 
lilt: but though parliament had a 
right to intertere even in the regu 
lation of the expences of the king’s 
houfhold, yet fo far from wantonly 
interfering, there fhould be good 
ground even for controling the ex- 
penditure of chat part of the revenue 
appropriated to public ufes, fuch as 
the falaries of the judges and am- 
baffadors, and other fimilar appoint- 
ments. Jo apply thefe_ gencral 
premifes to the bill then before the 
houle, he faid, he had no doubt in 
his own mind, that the control 
which went to regulate that part of 
the expenditure not appropriated ‘to 
the king’s domeftic expences, was 
not only right in principle, but wife, 
neceflary, and expedient at the pre- 
fent crifis, from the gencral ftate of 
this country, borne down as it was 
with enormous burthens, and in- 
creafing taxes. But while he faid 
this, he deemed it his duty openly 
to declare, that he difapproved of 
that part of the bill which propofed 
the abolition of the feveral royal 
domeftic eftablifhments: and as he 
had been thus explicit, he thought 
it proper that he fhould affign the 
reafons for this opinion. 

On his majefty’s acceffion, a grofs 
fm ot 800,000l. was accepted of, 
in lieu of the feveral exifting duties 
appropriated for the fupport of the 
civil lift. But at the end of eight 
years the miniftry came to parlia- 
ment for a fuin of money to pay off 
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an arrear incurred, which was fup- 
pofed nearly to amount to what the 
crown had relinquithed, by the ac- 
ceptance of this grofsfum. In eight 
years after, fince he had the honour 
to prefide in that houfe, the miniite y 
came again on a fimilar errand, with 
a farther requeft of an annual addi- 
tion, to the grofs fum ot 100,000. 
With this requiflition the houfe had 
complied. Of the propricty of this 
augmentation, he would not under- 
take to fpeak from his own know- 
ledge: bue he had every reafon to 
believe, from every thing that he 
had heard within the houfe, or 
could learn out of it, that 8co,cool. 
a year was fully equal to the main- 
taining the dignity of the crown, 
with the greateft luitre. But the 
majority of that houfe thought 
otherwife, and perhaps very proper- 
ly, and had granted the additional 
100,0001. Such being’ the fact, 
fuch being the claims of the crown 
at the ume, and fuch the acqurel- 
cence of the houle, he conteiled, 
that he was totally ata lofs to know 
upon what grounds the houle could 
proceed to refume, not only the ad- 
ditional increale, but a confiderable 


part, if he underitood rightly, of 


the original grofs fum granted at his 
majetty’s acceflion. When the ap- 
plication for the augmentation was 
made, in 977, it was then, in hi: 
judgment, the time to have made a 
ttand: it was now too late, at leaft 
fo tar as the prefent bill went toa 
reduction of the royal expenditure ; 
becaufe the arguments, and of courfe 
the conclulive fenfe of the houfe, 
all turned upon the fingle circum- 
flance, that the grant upon his maje- 
fty’s aceetlion w as totally inadequate 


ccs 


to thre increafing neceflary CX} 
of the royal houfchold; his majefty 
having a numerous family in ap! 0- 
greilive ftate of increafe; and the 
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expence of living being augmented 
by the advance in price of the ne: 
eeflaries and convenicnces otf lite, 
W hat weight there might be in thefe 
arguments, he would not undertake 
to determine; but tll the faéts and 
arguments, upon which the houfe 
then proceeded to vote an addition 
to the civil lift revenue, were dif- 
proved or given up, he muff con- 
tinuc to think, that the houfe could 
not juftly Tuy any claim to confitt- 
ency, if they proceeded to rcfume the 
grant they had made, fo far as the 
expenditure of it applied to the 
king’s houfehold expences. Conte- 
quently, though he was’ ready to 
fupporc that part of the honourable 
gentleman’s bill, which propofed to 
regulate that expenditure ot the ci 
vil Iift which was appropriated to 
public ufes, he could not think if 
proper to interfere in the arrange- 
ment or control of the king’s houte- 
hold or domeftic expences. He 
did not, however, mean by any 
thing he had advanced, to {peak of 
the parliament as incompetent to 
regulations of this kind. Parlia- 
ment had an inhefent right vefted 
in it of controling and regulating 
every branch of the public expendi- 
ture, the civil litas well as the reit; 
but then as the civil lift revenue, 
that pare of it which was appro- 
priated to his majefty’s own expen- 
ces, Was a pofitive, legal, vetted 
right, the neceflity for retrenchment 
ought to be fully ; clearly, and fatils 
factonly fhewn, before parliament 
fliould interfere. But when that ne- 
eetlitv was clearly made out, it was 


not only the riche, but the duty of 


pal lament to inte rpofe, and no Ie {3 
the duty and intereft of the crown to 
al puich c. 

No man, he prefumed, was pre- 


pared to contend, that the g 
ment ot this country, in its prm- 
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ciples and texture, was nota limit- 
ed one: that it had been fo at all 
times, he had not a fingle doubt, 
however the conttitution might have 

been violated, or departed irom upon 
fu me occ: ions, and in particular 
reigns. It had pertect freedom tor 
its bafis, which was fubject to no 
other reitraint, but what was impo- 
fed by law. Every thing which 
col ntriputed to make men hi apppy, as 
individuals or ar pear reipecting 
both their pe rfon: il ar id political ca- 
pacity, Was derived from, and was 
maintained by the laws. It was 
clearly a government by compact, 
tin which every right or privilege 
held or en joyed, was qualified and 
conditional. Such was the ule to 


{uch too was ee right of every fub- 
ject. Every man in the common- 
§ bound ny ad taws 
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With refpect to that-claufe of the 
bill betore the houle, which was 
under immediate contideration, it 
was not liable to any juit objection. 
The board or trade was a depi artment 
of ftate, not of the ee id ds it 


Hecnme 
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not oniy ufelefs hs its 


V 
fcatone _ dye milchievous in its 
eflects; it anfwered no purpoic what- 
foc » bu to bring feven or eight 
embers to vote 1 n every 
that came before parliament. 
clearly, conici- 
aud firmly of opinion, 


ie board of trade ought to be 
ied. 
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| Che ipeaker afterwards proceed - 
ed to mak ot bterv atucons on 
fe petitions that had been prefent- 


2 He faid, that it 
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was undoubtedly the inherent privi- 
lege of the people of England to 
petition either houfe of parliament, 
or any branch of the legiflature. 
The prefent petitions upon the ta- 
ble, were the petitions of a moft 
re{pectable body of people, of the 
free clectors otf this kingdom: and 
fo far as they were confined to the 
real objects of redrefs, not only de- 
ferved redrefs, but every poflible at- 
tention and refpect, in the mode 
of adminittering it. He at the fame 
time declared, “th: it he difapproved 
ot the committees and affociations. 
It they were not illegal, they were, 
in his opinion, extremely improper, 
and might terminate in confequences 
which every good man, upon cool 
reflexion, would with to avoid. 
They had befides this evil tendency, 
that they took off from the weight 
of the petitions in that houfe; be- 
caule they pointed to other meafures 
of redrefs, while they were feeking 
it at the hands of their reprefentatives 
affembled in parliament; thereby 
holding out motives of compulfion, 
and rendering that an act of necef- 
lity which ought to be the ettect 
of confideration and conviction. But 
as to the petitions, they not only 
contained matter worthy of parlia- 
mentary confideration, but the per- 

fons from whom they came were 
deferving of every refpeét that it 
Was potlible for that houfe to fhew 
to fo numerous and refpectable a 
part of their conftituents. He, 
therefore, lamented, that the peti- 
tions fhould hitherto have been fo 
much neglected. ‘They ought not 
to have been permitted to lie fo long 
upon the table without notice. Cer- 
tain days, in each week, ought to 
have been allotted for taking thein 
into conhideration. The feflion was 
already tar advanced, and he never 
knew delay to be productive of any 
good 
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good confequence, when the prin- 
ciple to be fupported was previoufly 
decided upon. The houte fhould, 
therefore, now proceed to confider 
the petitions with all imaginable 
difpatch and alacrity, and avoid 
every thing which might give rea- 
fon to doubt the fincertty of their 
intentions to redrefs the grievances 
of the people. 

One great object recommended in 
the petitions, was public aconomy, 
a thing at all times defirable, but 
at prefent, from a varicty of cir- 
cumttances, become abfolutely ne- 
ceflary tor the. prefervation of the 
ftate. Another object of the pen- 
tions was, the redudétion of the in- 
fluence of the crown. The neceffi- 
ty of this, to the welfare of the com- 
munity, was fufhciently apparent. 
It was impofhible for any man, who 
had been fo many years prefent in 
that houfe as he had been, not to 
perceive both the actual exiltence 
of the influence of the crown, and 
its mauitett increafe. Ie was confe- 
quently the duty of every indepen- 
dent member of that houfe, to do all 
in his power to reduce that influence, 
and co adopt and fupport fuch mea- 
fures as were beft calculated to pre- 
vent its tuture increafe, and the 
evils which refulted from it. 

Betore he concluded, the fpeaker 
took notice, that no friendflup had 
fubfiited between him and the mi- 
nifter, fince the time that he had 
made fuch an addrefs to his majefty 
as he conceived became his ttanion, 
on prefenting the bill tor an aug- 
mentation ot the civil lift. Some 
pertonal altercation then took place 
between Lord North andthe {peak- 
er: and the latter threw out feveral 
hints of his having been 
by government. He parucularly 
ftated, that when he accepted the 
pott of tpeaker of the houte of com- 
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mons, it was on exprefs condition, 
that he thould not be obliged to go 
out of the line of his profeffion, 
but fhould be permitted to quit the 
fpeaker’s chair, and be provided tor 
in Wettminfter-hall, whenever a 
proper vacancy fhould offer. Bur 
this agreement had not been fulfilled 
by adimini{tration. It was replied 
by the minifter, that whatever apree- 
ment of this kind had been made, 
was previousto his coming into pow- 
er; and he did not conceive himftcif 
bound by the promuifes of his prede- 
ceffors. Several other gentlemen 
fpoke in this debate: and, when 
the divifion took place, the minitter 
received a mortilication to which he 
had not been accuttomed, that of 
finding himfelf in the minority; the 
numbers for abolifhing the board of 
trade being 207 to 199 againtt it. 
On the isth of the month, the 
houfe having refolved itfelf into a 
committee of ways and means, lord 
North propoied fundry new taxes 
for the payment of the intereft of 
the new loan of twelve millions. 
Thefe were an additional duty of 
fix pence per bufhel on malt; aa 
additional duty of one penny per 
quart, or 4l. per ton, on Portugal 
wines, and 8}. on French wines; 
an additional fhilling per gallon on 
run and brandy; one penny per 
gallon on low wines, and three- 
pence on Britith fpirits ; upon the 
whole of thefe taxes an additions! 
duty of five per cent.  ten-pence 
per bufhel additional tax on falt; 
tea-licences of five fhillines each, to 
be taken out every year by all per- 
fons retailing tea; an additional 
ftamp-duty of 6d. on all the adver- 
tifements in news-papers; a ftamp- 
duty of 2s. 6d. on all receipts tor 
legacies under 201. of gs. for all 
legacies of sol. or more than 20l. 
and of 20s. for all legacies amount- 


ing 
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ing to 100 pounds or upwards. 
Mr. Byng faid, that the petitions of 
the people ought to be complied 
with, before more new taxes were 


and Lord George Gordon 


voted > 
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concurred in this fentiment. Burt 
little other oppofition was made, 
and thefe taxes were at length agreed 
to by the houte. 








CHAP. 


C)y re exhibited Te rT! inft Lord North, 


XVI. 


by Mr. Temple Luttrell, of corrupt 


Pradices in the Borough of Millbourn Port. The Minifler is acqui itted by the 
How, A Duel foug At bets UCN the E ari of Sh clhurne and Mr. Fullarton, im 
confeguence of FE. vprefions thrown out in @ Parliamentary Debate. Sundry 

Cla ufes it Mr. Burke’s Bill, for abolifbing certain Offwes in the Royal Houje- 
hold, reed. Debate occafone. t by a Motion of the Miniter relative to the 
Eaft ludia Company. l.rd Nor th’s Bill, for appointing C omm!/ foners of the 


Prodlic Accounts, read the frf Time. 


Objers pal? $4 ions made iA t/ ¢ Houfe 0 


Commons, remline 10 Me mbers engaged i Duels for Jcxprefie is ufed in Par- 


hiamentary Debate. 


Charge having been exhibit- 
ed avainit Lord North by 


Mr. Temple Luttrell member for 
Milbourn Port, the houle entered 
into an examination of the grounds 
of that accufation on the 16th of 
March. The charge was, that cor- 

rupt pi actices had been communted 
in the borough of Milbourn Port by 
Lord North, firit lord ot the trea- 
fury, or by the agents acting in his 
nime, tending to influence the en- 


fuing general eicction. Several wit- 


Meiles were examined at the bar ot 


the houte in fupport of this charge. 
Ir ap ‘ ared trom the ev idence, that 
there had been fome corrupt prac- 
tices relative to the fale of that bo- 
rough; thata gentleman, who was 
tenant to Lord North, who had been 
employed in raifing recruits tor one 
of his fons, and who was in fome 


degree ot intumacy with his lord- 


Miup, had been active in a neyociu- 
tion ot this kind; that this rentle- 


5 


man made ute of his lordihip’s name 
-_ 

Mi othe negociation, and had de- 

Clared, that his lordilip was deters 


mined to oppofe Mr. Luttrell at the 
next general election, let him go 
wherever he would. It alfo ap- 
peared, that other perfons had made 
ule of the miniltcr’s name in this 
negociation; and a written memo- 
randum was produced, drawn up at 
the time when the affair was in agi- 
tution, in which it was ftated, as a 
pare of the agreement, that the gen- 
tleman cholen for that borough 
fhould be one whom Lord North 
fhould approve. Some queftions 
that were put to one of the witnefles, 
he was cxeufed from anfwering, be- 
caufe he had been employed in the 
bufinels as an ‘attorney, and his 
aniwers might tend to. criminate 
himfelf; and other parts of the evi- 
dence offered by Mr. Luttrell wer 
not admitted. Upon the whole, 
the houfe were of opinion, that the 
charge was not brought home to 
Lord North, and therefore voted, 
that it was ill-founded and injuris 
ous, 

On the 2oth, Mr. Fullarton made 
a complaint in the houfe of come 
mons 
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mons of the contemptuous languace, 
and fevere reflections, that had late- 
ly been thrown out againft him in 
the houfe of peers by the Earl ot 
Shelburne. Several gentlemen vin- 
dicated the conduct of that noble- 
mans but Mr. Fullarton exprefled 
his indignation fo ftrongly, and 
fpoke of the noble Lord in fuch 
terms, that he was at length called 
to order. The houfe atterwards 
went into a committee on Mr. 
Burke’s bill, and proceeded to the 
claufes for abolifhing thirteen offices 
in the prefent eftablifhment of his 
majefty’s houfehold, for fupply- 
ing them, by furnifhing the royal 
table and apartments, by contract. 
Many objections having r bee n ftarted 
to the project of ferving the houle- 

hold by contract, Mr. Burke agreed, 
to ftrike out that claute: but. atrer 
fome debate, all the claufes were 
rejefted. In the courfe of the de- 
bate, Mr. Burke obterved, = that 
though the expence of the king’s 
houfchold was fo great to the nation, 
fuch was the fy ftem ot ceconomy in- 
troduced into his majefty’s kitchen, 
that not even a rat could cheat the 
cooks or feullons of a ferap of 
checie. In his plan of retorm, he 
faid, he h id not propofed to make 
any diminution of the allowance tor 
the privy purfe, tor which a clear 
48,oool. per annum was allotted 
Even thatfum alone was fufhcient 
to enable his majeity to live with 
much greater {plend: rand dignity 


than he at prefent did. le men- 
tioned, in proot ot thi . the mode 
of hving of the Duke ot Northum- 


berland, who poficiled three palaces 
each of which were more f{plend idly 
furnifhed than in any one of his ma- 
jeftw’s houtes, thouch that noble- 
man’s incon ¢c¢ Was not moire than 
48,0001. per annum. He remind “dl 
the committee of the magnificence 
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and expence which had ever cha- 
ractericd ==Northumberland-houte, 
which had rendered it the refort of 
the curious in all countries, from 
the French ambatlador down to the 
loweit emiflary of foreign courts, 
This was parucularly the cate in 
the life-time of the late Duchefs, 
when there was much more magni- 
ficence and hofpitality at Northum- 
berland-houfe, than’ in any one of 
the king’s palaces, or in all of them 
together. 

The following day Mr. Fullarton 
fent a letter to lord Shelb vurne, ftat- 
ing What he had faid concerning his 
lordfhi ip inthe houfe of commons, 
and what he intended to have faid, 
it he had not been called to order. 
This letter amounting to achallenge, 
a duel entued between them, in 
Hyde Park, early in the morning 
ot the nd. in which the earl te- 
ceived a dangerous wound, but 
which was not prod uctive of any 
tatal cficct ‘That pare of the pub- 
le which tavoured the Opp ‘ition to 
governnent, appeared to be much 


interefted in this tranfaction, und 
were extremely anxious for his lord- 
fhip’s recovery. The town-cler’ .f 
thx city ot London wus appointed 
by a committee of common council, 
refpecttully to en juire atter lis lord- 
{lip’s er tv. which, they faid, had 
been ‘hig! 1h endan veered, in con- 
fequence ot his upright and {ipirited 
conduct in wt th ent.” Sir Cecil 
Wray, and two other gentlemen 
were hikewife deputed, tre m the 


imittce of the inhabitants of W« 
nites: to acquaint the earl with 
*“ the itrong itenfe that they enter- 
tained of the manly fupport which 
his lordihip had conitantly and uni 
rorm iy given to the caule of the 
people, and particularly during the 
Pp! cient ictlion of parlia unent ; and at 
the fame time, to exprefs the great 

cule 
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foncern which they had felt, at the 
danger to which fo valuable a life 
had been expofed, in confequence 
of the faithfl and fpirited difcharge 
of his duty asa peer of parliament.’ 
Similar compliments were alfo con- 
veyed to this nobleman trom other 
committees e haps ition. 
On the 21{t, Lord North moved, 
“ That notice be given, that the 
capital {tock or debt of 4,200,c00l. 
andall arrears of annuity, due and 
yayable in refpect the reot from th e 
public to the united company otf 
merchants trading to the Eatt Indies, 
fhould be paid on the sth of Apr il, 
1783, agree: ibly to the power of 
redem iption in the act.’” His lordfhip 
obferved, that he had for fome time 
paft expected, that he fhould have 
received propofals from the Eaft 
India company for a renewal of their 
charter; but as none had come, he 
thought it his duty to intorm the 
houfe, that in conformity to certain 
ftipulations, in various acts of par- 
liament, the Eatt India company’s 
charter would have three years to 
come of it, from the 2th of March 
enfuing; but as the ty le had been 
altered fince the bargain was origi- 
nally made, the new ftyle chan; ged 
the day, and carried it forward to 
the sth of April; from which day, 
Rarthere. the company had three 
- right to an exclulive trade to 
the Eaft Indies, but no more, pro- 
vided the parliament gave notice to 
pay them off the 4,200,000. which 
was duc to them from the public on 
or after that day. His lordthip 
owned, that he had feen certain 
Propolitions, which he had thought 
might have been made the bafis of 
a treat y fora new charter; but, on 
the directors referring them to a 
general ‘tens they h: id been reject- 
ed by the majority of the proprie- 
tors, 3 and other propofitions had been 


" a aad ient to him, which he 
780. 
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thought were by no means fafficie ntly 


advant: arcous, nor fuch as, in his 
opinion, the public ought to accede 
to. He ftated the right of tae pub- 


lic either to the whole of the territo- 
rial acquifitions and revenues; or, 
if the company were allowed to hold 
the exclufive trade longer, to a par- 
tictpation of the profits: and remarks 
ed, that as te company had not of- 
fered him fuch propofitions, as ap- 
peared a for him to treat upon, it 
was his duty to fkate matter 
the houfe, and to make the motion 
that he now did. 

Mr. Fox oppofed the motion, and 
inquired, whether the noble lord was 
not content with having loft Ameri- 
ca? Or, whether he was determined 
not to quit the fituation in which 
he ftood, ull he had reduced the do- 
minions of the crown tothe con- 
fines of Great Britain ? What good 
could the prefeut motion be attended 
with; or rather, what evil might 
it not produce? The motion was a 
threat, and the idleft of all poflible 
menaces, becaufe it was ‘alls at a 
time, when the minifter knew in his 
own mind, that he neither intended, 
nor was capable of carrying it into 
execution. Why then throw tt 
out, unlefs the noble lord wifhed to 
ruin the company’s poffeilions in In- 
dia, and to deprive this country of 
the ample revenue that fhe received 
through the commerce and trade of 
that company ? 

Lord North replied, that his 
motion was not Sacended as amee 
nace: his defign only was to put in 
a claim, on behalf of the public, 
to the reverfion of a fa gt which 
undout btedly bel iongca to then n, at 
that moment when it was efpeciaily 


the to 


proper that it fhould be formally 
made. It fhould be confidered, that 
if the notice was not now given, 


the company would unavordably 
hold in their pofleifion, that which 


ie ough? 
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ought in three years to revert to the 
ublic, longer than th@y ought to 
Fold it, and longer than it Was in- 
tended they fhould hold it, unlefs 
their charter were renewed. It the 
prefent company fhould break up, 
and divide their ftock, it mutt not 
be fuppoted that the public would, 
as anoceflary confoquence, lofe the 
revenues arifing trom their territo- 
rial acquifitions in India: tor he 
trufted, that there were meaus otf 
fecuring them. He did not with to 
break with the prefent company ; 
he did not detire to drive them to 
the necefity of a diflolution; but 
the company ought not to imagine 
that the putdic lay at their mercy. 
The public had a right to expect 
great refources from the company, 
and from the territorial acquilitions 
in India. He admitted, that the 
company, 4s it was now eftablifhed, 
was the beft medium of bringing 
home the revenues trom India: but 
it the company were fo unreafons 
able, and fo inconhiderate, as not 
to come to a fair bargain with the 
public, a new company might. be 
tormed, and fuch plans adopted, as 
might remedy the evil threatened to 
the revenue. 

Mr. Burke declared that he exe- 
erated the narrow idca of bargain- 
ing with the Eatt India company, 
as if we Were treating with an ene- 
my, and on the fuppofiton, that 
every thing we did not get by the 
bargain was fo much lofs to us. 
Ne reprobated the intention of giv- 
ing notice to the company, as pro- 
poted in the motion, as one of the 
mott wicked, abandoned, profligate, 
and mad fchemes, that ever was 
formed. He ridiculed, as abfurd in 
the very highelt degree, the fpecu- 
lation of a new company, aflerting, 
thar, lke a new Mifiiippi fcheme, 
it was only fit for fuch a bubble 
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projector as Mr. Law. He contend- 
ed, that parliament were not pre- 
pared to come to a decifion on a 
point of fo much importance, as 
that of giving the Fatt-India com- 
pany notice, that they would be 
paid off the 4,200,c0ol. Before 
the houfe attempted that rafh ftep, 
betore the noble lord hazarded his 
{peculation of a new company, the 
ftatc of the company’s accounts ought 


to be laid betore them, the ftate of 
their acquilitions in India, the ftate of 


their revenues, and every other pa- 
per and document that could enable 
the houfe to form an opinion, and 
judge for themfelves. It was the 
rapacity of the minifter to gain a 
ereat revenue from America, that 
had loft us the thirteen colonies. 
This ought to be a warning to pars 
liament, and fhould deter them trom 
rath and hazardous experiments ot 
a finailar nature. Several other gen- 
tlemen {poke in this debate: but the 
miniter’s motion was ut length a- 
greed to by the houle. 

The fame day lord North’s bill 
for appointing commiffioners of the 
public accounts was read the firtt 
ume. On this oceation, Colonel 
Barré again complained of the un- 
handfome manner in which the bull- 
nets had been wretted out of his hands 
by the minitter ; and produced au 
act which had been pafled in the 
fecond year of the reign of King 
Wilham and Queen Mary, which 
Was exactly the fame in title with 
that now prefented by his lordfhip. 
But there was a very material and 
eflential differeace between thefe 
bills. The bill now brought in by 
the minifter went only to three 
points; the mode of accounting, 
the defects in that mode, and the 
report of the balances in the hands 
of certain officers in high truft. 
Whereas the act paffed in the reign 
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of William and Mary, went gene- 
rally to the whole of the public ex- 
penditure, to the treafury, admiral- 
ty, navy, army, all the fubordinate 
boards and public eftablifhments, 
and even to the facred expenditure 
of the whole of the civil lift. This 
act had been almoft literally copied 
by another in the roth of Queen 
Anne. The bill, which he himfelt 
had intended to prefent to the houfe, 
would have been extremely different 
from the fhameful impofture, the 
feandalous deceit, which was en- 
deavoured to be put upon the peo- 
ple by the fhadow now propoted by 
minifter. The pretent bill 
nothing, evey of what it 


the 
meant 


pretend ed to import, much lefs of 


any thing fubttantial, or which 
went to the root ot the oul. It was 
a cheat, a feandalous cheat, of the 


moft grofs kind, and clumfy texture. 
It was only meant as a trick on the 
public, to divide, diftract, and fow 
divifions among thofe, who virtual- 
ly meant the fame thing, but who, 
acting from what were called mo- 
derate principles, might be detached 
trom the great body of the people, 
under a talfe notion, that thouch 
every thing could not be obtained at 
» yet confiderable advances 
might be expected in the great 
fcheme of political reformation. 
Lord North faid, he was not then 
prepared to enter into a debate on 
the bill, becaute the prefent was not 
¢ proper ftage. When it came to 
a t, he fhould fupport it to the bett 
of his abiliues, and affign fuch rea- 
fons as feemed fufficient to him to 
determine his judgment. An act of 
parliament, pafled upon a particular 
ocalion, had been read by an ho- 
nourable gentleman, to fhew, that 
Parliament thought they were vetted 
With a power to inquire into, and to 
control the civil litt expenditures 


one 
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He believed no man would under- 
take to controvert the right, in every 
potible cafe that cotild be put, or 
in every poflible fituation; but 
thofe who argued for the applica- 
tion of the general principle i the 
prefent ftate ot public att: irs, were 
bound to prove, in his opinion, that 
it Was now neceflary to carry it into 
execution. Otherwife, their argu- 
ments amounted only to this: that 
whatever parliament might do at 
one time, they ought, becaule they 
had a right, to do at another 

The next day Sir James Lowther 
threw out fome obfervations relative 
to the duel that had happened be- 
tween the Earl of Shelburne and 
Mr. Fullarton. He faid, that if 
fuch events were to take place, in 
confequence of words tpoken in par- 
hament, and the houfe did not in- 
terpofe its authority, there would 
be an end of the freedom of puarlia- 
mentary debate. It tree debate were 
to be interpreted into perfonal atiack, 
and quettions of a pubiic nvure, 
which came before cither | ufe, 
were to be decided by the iword, 
parliament would refe mble a Polifla 
diet, and the members would do 
better to give up all ideas of pariia- 
mentary difcuflion, to abandon the 


fenate, and refort at once to » the 
field, where they might have re- 
courfe to arms, as the fol> arbiter of 


political differeuces of eg 

Mr. Adam, between whom and 
Mr. Fox a duel had taken place on 
a fimilar occafion, rofe to defend 
himfelf and Mr. Full:rton. He 
faid, that when he gave a challenge 
to Mr. Fox, he had been intiuenced 
only by principles of honour, and 
his own immediate feelings, and not 
by any view ot recommending him- 
felf to adminiftration; and he was 
well convinced that this was, the 


cafe of Mr. Fullarton, with whom 


L 2 he 
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he was thoroughly acquainted, hav- 
ing been bred up with him, and 
whom he knew to be a man of ho- 
nour. 

Mr. Burke obferved, that the 
very means and end of public debate 
were free difeufhon, and an open 
unreferved mode of agitating every 
fubject to which the gueftion under 
debate had reference. Without that 
free difeuffion, the queftion could 
not be properly agitated at all. He 
contended, that the words fpoken in 
the other houfe by the Earl of Shel- 
burne., and which occafioned a duel 
between that nobleman and Mr. 
Fullarton, were in the itricteft fenfe 
parliamentary language. His lord- 


fhip had entered into 2 conf- 
deration of the ttate of the army, 
which was a material part of the 
public expence, and undoubtedly a 
fic fubject of parliamentary difcuf- 
fion. In doing this, he had comp! ‘ins 
ed of one regiment being put under 
the command of an improper perfon. 
No man could fay that this was 
unparliamentary; It ought not to 
have been taken fuch offence at: 
nor ought men to give fuch a loof- 
to their paffions in cafes ot this nature, 
The debate on this fubject ended 
without any parliamentary refolu- 
tion relative toit, thouch this was 
ttrongly recommended by Sir James 
Lowther. 





C H A 
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P XVilI. 


The Heufe of Commons refolved intaa Committee, in order to take into Con- 
fideration the Petitions of the People. A Motion of Mr. Dunning, that 
the Infiuence of the Crown had increafed, was increafing, and ought to be 


diminithed, after a long Debate, a 


; 


greed to by a Ma onrnly of tle How/e. 


— . . - % . : 
The Horje ajo rejoie, im confequence of another Motion of the fame Gen- 


tleman, that it was competent to that Toi fe fo enquire into, and to corres 


q 
> 


Abufes in the Expenditure of the Crvil Liff Revenue, wilenever it lrould 


feem expedient to the WH sjdom ef that Houfe jo te do.  Anot/er Refolution 


agreed 
J ¢ é. 


to, relateve to the Duty of the Houle to provide immediate Rew fs of the Abufes 
fom lained of i” the Petitions. Otrer Vorle 2» made by Mr. Du Ming and 


aoreed to by the Hoxfe. 


N the 6th of April, the houf 
() of commons refolved imelf in- 
10 A Committee, Im Order to take the 
petitions of the people into coniider- 
AION: and on this occahion avery 
nn portaut debate took place Ci 1 
cerning the influence of the crown, 
The titles of the petitions were pre- 
rioully read, and they amounted to 
forty in uumber. ihe debate was 
opened by Mr. Dunning, who ob- 
ferved, that there were two great 
objets which the petitions recom- 


mended to the care and attention of 
parliament: thefewere, «a reduction 
of the dangerous, alarming, and in- 
creating influence of the crown, 
and an a conomicai expenditure of 
the public money. Little had yet 
been done in compliance with the 
requilitions of the people. One 
gentleman had, indeed, introduced 
a bill, cancerning which, though 
he had often refleéted, he had not 
been able to determine, whether the 
picicrence ought to be given to the 
jucge 
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sadoment with which it was framed, 
or to the elegance with which 1 
had been communicated to parlia- 
ment. Ihe beit tettimony of its 
merit was beftowed tn the involun- 
tary burit of applaufe with which 
‘¢ was received, and which ferved 
ro fhew, that there were moments 
when, even in that houle, men 
could not refit the force of convic- 
tion. Thefe moments, however, 
were generally of fhort duration ; 
and men in the fobriety of reficction 
could frame expedients to evade the 
force of the moft folemn truths. 
This had been the cafe in the pre- 
fent inftance; for though the. bill 
had been received at firft with fo 
much good will and approbation, yet 
after a time, which had been {pent 
in the exercife of invention, ftrata- 
gems had been formed to elude-the 
plan, and to defeat it. Another 
gentleman, with whom he lived in 
habits of particular friendfhip, had 
given notice ef a motion which he 
intended to make for a committee of 
accounts, to Inquire into and check 
the expenditure of the public mo- 
ney. This was a plan which re- 
quired much attention, and which 
could not be put in practice without 
many materials, The minifter only 
could furnifh thofe materials, and 
he promifed his affiftance in the bu- 
finefs. But how did he afford that 
affiftance ? Forcfeeing that many 
things extremely irkfome and un- 
pleafant to his lordfhip might come 
out, fhould fuch a committee be in- 
Hituted by a dill framed by the gen- 
tleman who originally propofed it, 
he fnatched the bufinefs out of his 
hands, by bringing in a bill with a 
fimilar ttle, but not calculated or 
intended to promote the beneficial 
purpotes which the gentleman who 
fir moved it had intended, An- 
axher member had moved for the pro- 
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duction of the penfion-lift. But this 
had been with-held in a fingular 
inanner, and under the moft abfurd 
pretences ; and it was manifeft trom 
the concealment, that there was 
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fomething in that lift which the mi- , 


nifters dreaded to expofe. 

As fo little, therefore, bad hi- 
therto been done towards complying 
with the petitions of the people, he 


thought it abfolutely neceflary that: 


parliament fhould come to a cleur 
und explicit conclufion on the fub- 
ject; and that in the pretent feflion 
it fhould be plainly demonttrated 
to the people that their petitions 


would either be granted or rejected, ; 


He hoped, that he fhould be able to 
effectuate this, and with this view 
he had framed fuch propofitidns, as 
would produce, either directly, or 
by clear implication, that intorma- 
tion. The firit object which he 
meant to fubmit to the houfe, was a 
propofition collected from the feve- 
ral petitions, which, it agreed to, 
would eitablifh the grounds of their 
prayer for redrefs. Hs fecond pros 
pofition fhould include the means of 
that rediefs. Should the houfe con- 
cur in his propofitions, he meant to 
follow them up with real, fubftan- 
tial, and practicable meatures: but 
fhould they diflent from them, or 
endeavour to evade or procraftinate, 


there would be at once an end of 


the petitions, and a full anfwer to 
the petitioners. 

His firft motion was, that it fhould 
be refolved by that houfe, * That 
the influence of the crown had in. 
creafed, was incfeafling, and ought 
to be diminifhed.”” This, -he faid, 


he confidered as an unqueftionable 


fact, as a fact of which no man in 
that houle could entertain a doubt. 
He did not mean by the influence 
of the crown, that influence which 
arofe from its virtues, or the juft 
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rigats of its prerogative, but that 
which arote trom Corruption, and 
other undue practices. He might 
wobably be called upon for provt ot 
the increafe of the influence of the 
crown. He had no witnefles, be- 
caufe where every man could be 
witnels, it was ditheult to pitch upon 
any particular man. Every man 
that he met on the fireets would tell 
him, that the members of the Howie 
of Commons knew better than any 
other men, that the istluence of the 
crown was increafed, and increaling 
daily to a moft ruinous length. Ma- 
ny men in that houfe could pont to 
their next neighbour, and fay that 
he was corrupted, and was actually 
to be paidin hard and for did guineas, 
or perbaps in fatter, but not leis 
fordid paper, tor his conduct that 
day.: Nothing but an influence ot 
the mott corrupt and alarming na- 
ture could ever induce gentlemen in 
that houfe to vive votes Which they 
reprobated out. of the houle. He 
had himfelf been often prefent, when 
members of that houfe had ec 
demned, in the moil violent, indig- 
nant, and contumelious terms, the 
meafures which they had fupported 
jn it. It was notorious, that many 
of that majority who had, tor iome 
vears, fupported all the meatures of 
the miniffer in that houte, were as 
loud om ridiculing and centuting 
his meatures without doors, as any 
of the gentlemen in the oppofition, 
This was a well known fact; and it 
the talk were not an invidious one, 
he could directly name at leatt fitty 
members, who had done fo in his 
presence. The reaton was manitett ; 
without doors they {poke their real 
{entiments; in that houfe they were 
bribed to vote againtt them. 
Betides the ordin uy Means ot core 
ru ptlon Uier } in that houtfe, he mcn- 
tioned the parual diftribuuon of mi- 


litary promotions, lo ttery tickets, 
and the fubfcriptions to the loan. 
He alfo obferved, that an increafed 
army and navy, increafed cuftoms 
and taxes, and conicquently an ex- 
tended collection, neceflarily threw 
into the hands of the executive 
power a new and unutual degree of 
influence. He found another great 
fource of influence in the patronage 
of the Eaift India Company. Di. 
rectors were made contractors, and 
contractors directors, to ferve the 
purpotes of the miniter. In fhort, 
the pernicious tendency of the in- 
fluence of the crown wags every 
where maniteit throughout the king- 
dom, nor could any thing be more 
ridiculous than to doubt the reality 
ot its exiltence. 

Lord Nugent oppofed the motion 
as involving im it an abitract que- 
tion, and becaufe it Was not con- 
nected with any one meafure what- 
ever: it pointed | to no remedy, nor 
Was, it apparently defigned to avert 
any evil, As to the propofition it- 
felt, he was convinced that it was 
not well founded. Be had more 
than once given it as his fincere opi- 
nion, that the influcnce of he 
crown Was not increafed, neither 
comparatn ely increafed, nor. im- 
properly increafed. Though he had 
long been a member of parliament, 
he could affirm, that he never recol- 
lecied a period in which influence 
was lefs felt, than fince the noble 
Lord who prefided in the treafury 
came into his prefent fituation. He 
faid, that the influence of the crown 
was always greateft in moments of 
fuccefs : and j it Was never io great as 
in the glorious reign of George II. 
and under the adminittration ot that 
great minifter the Earl of Chatham, 
who never corrupted, But even 
admutting that the influence of the 
crown had increafed for fome years 
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paft, was the prefent a proper time 
eo diminifh it ? Ought the influence 
of the crown to be leffened at a time 
when America was loft, he feared, 
irretrievably loft? If there were any 
members of that houfe who fele 
themfelves to be the corrupt tools 
and tlaves of government, he hoped 
they would atone for their faults by 
acknowledging that they had been 
guilty, and promifing amendinent. 
For his own part, he had fupported 
the minifter becaufe he thought him 
to be in the right. He had fup- 
ported him as armly as his nearett 
triend. He owned, however, that 
we had been in the wrong. Ile was 
convinced, thar we had been in the 
wrong with refpect to America. 
Events had altered his opinion, but 
he had fupported the minitter im his 
meafures refpecting the colonies, 
trom a perfuation, that we had both 
juftice, and a probability of fuceefs, 
on our fide. He was now fo far al- 
tered, that he wifhed we could get 
out of the American war by any 
handfome means. 

Sir Fletcher Norton faid, that his 
fituation in that honfe rendered it 
extremely irkfome to him to rife ups 
on the prefent occafion ; as it might 
be thought thar his fituation carried 
with it fome degree of influence, and 
that it was his duty to keep the icale 
even, and not to take any decided 
part refpecting the contrariety of opi- 
uons Which prevailed in that houte. 
But however cautious he ought to 
be of obtruding his own opiyons 
upon it, there were cafes in which 
it would be criminal in him to re- 
main filent. The prefent he deemed 
to be one of them, and fhould there- 
tore ttate his fentiments to the houfe 
on the fubje¢t before them. He 
faid, that his particular thanks were 
due to the learned gentleman who 
moved the bufinefs, He had taken 





















































HISTORY. 1st 
it up in a very proper manner, and 
hdd ftated to the Poufe what was 
their immediate duty on the occa- 
fion. As to the propofition, that 
the influence of the crown had in- 
creafed, and was increating, it was 
a tact of which every man muft be 
convinced, who had been a witnefs 
to what every day pafled within 
thofe walls. ‘The petitions on the 
table averred the tact: 1¢ was the 
duty ot that houfe to fay, whether 
it Was or was not fo. Ie was an al- 
leganon which called for no proof : 
if did not, indec d, admit ot any. It 
could only be known to the mem- 
bers of that houte, as they were the 
only perfons competent to refolve 
it: if proved by evidence, fuch were 
the circumitances of the cafe, that 
they only could know whether it was 
true or talle. They were bound as 
jurors, by the convi¢tion arifing in 
theit own minds, and were obliged 
to determine accordingly. As to hin.- 
felf, he meant to be explicit, and 
theretore declared in the mott direct, 
exprefs, and unequivocal terms, that 
the influence of the crown had been 
increafing of late to a moft alarming 
degree. It might poflibly be very 
galling to the committce to hear this 
declaration trom the Speaker of the 
houfe: but it was his duty to hold 
the fcales even, and to take care, as 
far as it fhould be in his power, that 
neither the prerogative of the crown, 
nor the liberties of the people, 
fhould be violated. 

No man had a higher veneration 
for monarghy than he had ; he 
meant that fpecies of it which was 
eftablifhed in this country, a m- 
narchy limited by law. He did not 
intend to enter into an abltract dif- 
quifition of the advantages fuch a 
mode of civil government had over 
all others, but this he would fay, that 
it was the form beft fuyited to the ge- 
nius 
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nius an d difpoficion of the people of 
this country. They had 1 lived un- 
der it for many centuries, and what- 
ever changes had happened in the 
revolutions of ume, and fucceilive ; 
wes, they had hitherto preferved 
thei: hil crti 4. Such a eovernment 
roqguired no aiiftance, bute what it 
ceraved fromthe conititution and the 

laws ‘The po wers veited inthe e fC- 
cutive part of the government, and 
mm hia 0} inion wile ly psc ed there, 
were ample and fuflicient for all the 
pul poi » of good government; and, 
without any further aid, were much 
tov apn tor the purpofes ot bad 
government ; and he thought him- 
felt bound as an h mnrett man to fay, 
that the influence of the crown had 
i KA realed inuch beyond the ideas ot 
a monaichy friétly limited in its 
nature and extent. He was forry, 
in One ienfe, to behold thole peti- 
tions from the people, which were 
now upon the table; becaute he 


thought the houle, confcwus of 


what ought to be done, fhould have 
pieve: ted the neceflicy. What the 
peuitioners now demanded, fhould 
have originated within thole walls ; 
and what would now bear every ap- 
pearance of torce and compulhon, 
would then have been received with 
grautucde on one fide, and with cre- 
dit to the other. They were then 
fitting as the reprefentatives of the 
people, and jolely tor their advan- 
tage and benoit, and in duty ftood 
ledyed to the people, who were 
hei creators, tour the taithtul dif- 
h 


-”-_— 


Tie Lord- “advocate . of scotland 
fpoke with great ref {pect of the autho- 
rit i character o Sir Fletcher 
Norton, but declared . that he totally 
differed trom hin on the prefent 
quetti n. He denied, that any un- 
gue infiuence of the crown was ex- 
excited, or that there was any war- 
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rantable caufe for the houfe to vote 
the propofition that had been of- 
fered to their confideration. He 
remarked, that the conilitution gay; 
the crown the executive power ot 
eovernment, and that the executive : 
ower ever W ould have a d ates 0 
influence ; hecaule it was impoll ble 
to imagine, that the {pecies ot fub. 
ordinauion, which the gov erned con 
feiledly paid to the governing pow- 
cr, could have extitence, wit hout 
admitting that a neceflary weight 
o! influence belonged to the £0. 
verning power. To attempt, there- 
fore, to diminifh the influence of 
the crown, Was nothing fhort of 
alteration of the conttitution ; 
meafure of too ferious, too inport 
ant, and too confequential a nature 
to be fuddenly adopted, oOrat any 
rate agreed to, without firtt elta 
bhihing proot to conviction, that 
the influence of the crown was {o 
great, and fo much increafed, 
to become alarming and dangerous 
to the libertics of the people .. ome 
prefent motion was in itfelf an ab- 
ttract propolition, perfectly incon- 
clulive, and altogether inconfequen- 
tual. The houfe, thercfore, would 
act very im prudently, to ufe no 
marmot ‘epithet, if they refolved 1 
vithout fome proof of i its truth, and 
ni fome notice of what othei 
motions it was intended to be fol- 
low ed with. 

Mr. Thomas Pitt replied, and 
mentioned the circumftance of the 
minifter being in pofletiion ot his 
prefent office, as an undubitable 
proof of the enormous influence of 
the crown. He afked, whether 
that noble lord had not loft Ame- 
rica f Whether he had not {pent 
millions of the public money, and 
waited rivers of Britifh blood, in 
that iniquitous conteft? And thoug th 
the whole country execrated the 
Ame! ican 
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American war, the fame miniiter, 
by whom the colonies had been 
jot, itill held his place. To what 
was this alcribable? Solely to the 
‘ncreafed influence of the crown. 
The whole buiinefs of the minif- 
ter, fora feries of years, had been 
to make excules, and to devale ex- 
pedicnts; to find fupplies from year 
ro year, without inventing any me- 
thod in finance, any fcheme ot fup- 
ply comprehenfive or permanent, or 
adopting any meature for the bene- 
fit of the nation. ‘The minifter had 
funk and degraded the honour of 
Great Britain, and difgraced the 
name of Englifiman. He had tar- 
been proud of the name of 
fhman; for there was atime, 
and he hoped he did not fpeak it 
through vanity, when this country 
was brought to the higheit pitch of 
clory under a Whig muinitter, a re- 
jation of his, he meant the Earl of 
Chatham. But it was now the re- 
Ii'very thing we once valu- 
ed had been loft in the American 
war. As to the minilter, his name 
was a fubject of contempt and fidi- 
cule in every court ot Europe. 
The prefent motion was highly fea- 
fonable and proper, becaufe the in- 
iluence of the crown was fo cnor- 
mouily increafed, that the people 
of England at large at length faw it, 
and were alarmed. They had ex- 
pretied their fenfe of it in their pe- 
ations, and folicited that it might be 
ciminifhed. To comply with that 
requeft was the duty of the houfe, 
and if fomething effectual was not 
done upon the prelent occafion, the 
mott dreadful confequences might be 
the refulr. , 

Lord North warmly denied, that 
America had been loft through hun, 
Or that he could juflly be accufed as 
the author of the public dittrefs. 


He withed his conduct to be invef- 
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tigated; for he was ready to ane 
{wer any charge that might be 
brqughr againft 1. With regard to 
the American war, and the various 
meafures purtued relative to it, 
they were not his meafures as @ 
Minifter, they were all grounded 
on acts of the legiflature; fome of 
the bills had been propofed by him, 
and fome by others, to which he 
had given his confent, in common 
with the majority of the reprefenta- 
tives of the people. In propofin 
and aflenting to thofe bills, he had 
acted as a member of parliament, 
and as fuch only was refponfible. 
In the courfe of his fpeech the 
minifter threw out fome {trong ex- 
preflions againft the gentlemen in 
oppofition, charging them with pure 
fuing meaiures which were calcu- 
lated to overturn the conftitution, 
He was called ta order, anda cone 
fiderable degree of clamour took 
place in the houfe. After this had 
fublided, feveral other gentlemen, 
oa both fides, {poke in the debate. 
The Lord-advocate of Scotland 
moved, that the words, “* it is now 
neceflary to declare,’’ fhould be add- 
ed to the motion. He did this 
under the idea, that it would be 
fooner rejected in that form than 
as it was originally moved. But 
in this he was miftaken; no objec- 
tion was made to the amendmenty 
and at twelve o’clock the committee 
divided. ‘The numbers were, for 
Mr. Dunning’s motion 233, againtk 
it 215; fo that the minifter was 
again left in a minority. 

Mr. Dunning then made a fe- 
cond motion, which was, that it 
fhould be refolved, ‘* That it wa 
competent to that houfe to examine 
into, and to correct abufes, in the 
expenditure of the civil lift re- 
venues, as well as in every other 
branch of the public revenue, whene 
ever 
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ever it fhould {cem expedient to the 
wifdom of that houfe fo to do.” It 
was oppofed by Lord North, who 
exprefled his withes very ftrongly 
that the committce would not pro- 
ceed; but on this occafion he did 
not meet with the ufual attention: 
the motion was agreed to by the 
houfe. 

Mr. Thomas Pitt then made an- 
other motion, which was, * That it 
was the duty of that houfe to pro- 
vide, as far as'might be, an im- 
mediate and effectual redrefs of the 
abufes complained of in the pe- 
titions prefented to the houfe, from 
the different counties, cities, and 
towns in this kingdom.”” The mi- 
nifter again implored the committee 
not to proceed; but without effect ; 
the motion was agreed to. It was 
then moved by Mr. Fox, that the 
faid refolucons fhould be immedi- 
atcly reported to the houfe; which 
was oppofed by Lord North as vio- 
lent, arbitrary, and unufual. The 
motion was, however, agreed to by 
the houfe; and Mr. Huffey report- 
ed accordingly, that the committee 
had come to the faid refolutions fe- 
verally. It was then refolved by 
the houfe, that the report fhould 
be immediately received. The re- 
port was thereupon made by Mr. 
Hufley, and read and agreed to by 
the houfe. Thefe decifions afford- 
ed no inconfiderable ground of tri- 
umph to the oppofition; and there 
were many who began to entertain 
hopes, that fome important change 
of public men, and of public mea- 
fures, might be effected, 

On the toth of the fame month, 
the houfe again refolved itfelf into 
a committee, in order to take into 
farther confideration the petition of 
the peopic: upon which Mr. Dun- 
ning roe, and congratulated the 


houfe upon the decifions which they 
had lately made, which were im- 

rtant and effential, and fuch as 
could not fail to give great fatisfac- 
tion to the people at large. Thefe 
refolutions would, however, avail 
but little, unlefs the houfe procced- 
ed effectually to remedy the griev- 
ances complained of by the people. 
The alarming and increafing influ- 
ence of the Crown being now ad- 
mitted by a folemn decifion of that 
houfe, it neceflarily followed that 
it was incumbent on them to go 
trom generals to particulars, and to 
come to fuch refolutions as were 
moft likely to cure that evil. The 
fort of influence chiefly complained 
ot in the petitions, and which fo 
much alarmed the people, was the 
corrupt pecuniary influence fuppof- 
ed to be exercifed on the members 
of that houfe; and which fuppoti- 
tion alone could account for the 
miniftry having been fupported in 
fuch pernicious meatures, as it could 
not be imagined would have met 
with that fupport, had it not been 
for the exertion of that corrupt in- 
fluence. With a view, therefore, 
of extirpating that influence, he 
moved, that it fhould be refolved, 
** that in order to fecure the inde- 
pendency of parliament, and to ob-+ 
viate all fufpicions of its purity, 
there fhould be laid before that 
houte, by the proper officer, every 
feffion, within feven days after the 
meeting of parliament, an account 
of all monies paid out of the civil 
lift, or any part of the public reve- 
nuc, to or for the ufe, or in truft 
for any member of parliament 
fince the laft recefs, by every per- 
fon who fhould have paid the fame.” 
Some objections were ftarted to this 
motion by Lord North, Mr. Wed- 
derburn, Mr. Macdonald, Mr, Adam, 
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art Dunning then moved, * That 
the perfous holding the ainee of 
treafurer of the houlchold, the trea- 
furer of the chamber, the coffer- 
er of the houfchold, the comptrol- 
ler of the houfehold, the matter 
of the houfchold, the clerks of the 
green cloth, and the deputies of 
them, fhould be rendered incapable 

of a feat in that houfe.’? “This mo- 
tion was alfo oppoled by Mr. Wed- 
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derburn and the Lord-advocate of 
Scotland : but it was carried, upon 
a divifion, by a majority of 2165 to 
213. 

On the 13th, a bill brought in 
by Mr. Crew “for preventing re 
venuc-oflicers from voting at elec- 
tions,’” was read the fecond time. It 
occationed a debate of fome length ; 
but was rejected by a majority of 
225tv 196. The following day, the 
houfe adjourned tor. ten “day Ss, On 
account of the indifpofition of the 
Speaker, 
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Coa/. Several Clanfies os lr. Burke’ 5 Bill rejed Fed. The Minifter’ 5 Bill 


for a Commiffion of Accounts paffed 


into a Law. A Motion made by Ge- 


neral Conevay, for leave to bring in a Bill for quieting the Troubles in the 


BritiJh Colonies in America. The 


Motion rejected. Debate . the Houfe 
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BILE. for excluding con- 
tractors, under certain re- 


trictions, from fitting in the Houfe 
vet Commons, had met with confi- 
derable oppofition, and was at 
length rejected, the preceding fef- 
fion, in that houfe: but in the pre- 
tent feflion it paticd in that houfe 

without « oppotition, and was tran{- 
mitted to the Houfe of Peers. There, 
rent it met with a very difterr 
ent tate. When a motion was made 
by the Duke of Bolton, that the 


bill fhould be committed, 
Lord Stormont rofe to 
oppole the principle of the bill; 
and his lordfhip faid, that he had 
ever been accuftomed to think, that 
imputations were not to be thrown 
upon bodies and defcriptions of men 
without proof. The principle of 
the bill was erroneous, becaufe it 
went to distranchife a body of men, 
and deprive them of the moft va- 
luable objeét of ambition, that of 
reprefenting their fellow-citizens - 
the 
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the parliament of a free country, 
without any charge being adduced 
aeainit them of guilt or criminality. 
It was a meafure no lefs cruel than 
unjuft; and there was no precedent 
to be found upon the Journals, un- 
lefs in the time of the Long Parlia- 
ment, who excluded tax-gatherers 
from the lower houfe. He did not 
with to make the conduct of that 

rliament a rule for the preient 
day ; but the exclufion of tax. 
gatherers was certainly a meafure 
more juftifiable than the preienc: 


for they were in gencral needy men, 
and confequently more lable to cor- 
ruption. But furciy parvhament 
would not with to excladé mer 


chants of great property, merely 
becaute they happened to be cn- 
gaged, fairly and honcitly, mn con- 
cra¢ts with wovernment: tor unicts 
proot were rought to the contrary, 
their lordihips mult fuppofe, that 
the contra¢ts were fair and beneti- 
cial. Tt would be unjuit to deprive 
men of their nehe without proving 
that they had abufed it. It would 
be throwing a verv wliberal and cru- 
cl ttigma on a body of refpectable 
men; and he hoped their lordihips 
would never give into the popular 
rejudice, that, becaufe men en- 
yoved places of emolument and pro- 
ht under government, the y were not 
lett at liberty to act agreeably to 
their own confciences, but were ren- 
dered dependent on adminiltration. 
The Earl ot Coventry detended 
the bill, as a very neceiiary and 
proper ttep towards complying with 
the wilhes ot the people. A rejee- 
ton Of M might, in fhict, create a 
quarrel between the two houfles ; 
tor 1t Was a very delicate point for 
their ijordfhips to intertere, and to 
deteat the evident and ardent wifhes 
of the othcr houic, in a matter re- 
Jating to their own honour, treedom 
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and indépendence. But it was not 
only the unanimous wifh of the 
Houte of Commons, it was the with 
of the people of England; and he 
begged their lordfhips to refleét, that 
this was the firft of all the bills of 
national relief that had reached their 
houfe, and their decifion upon it 
would be a teft of their treatment 
of the whole. All the petitions of 
the people tended to this point: and 
it might produce the moft alarming 
confequences if rejected. Hattily 
to reject a bill of this kind, which 
had unanimoufly pafled the othe: 
houfe, would be treating the repre- 
fentatives of the peopic with CcONn- 
tempt and ditrefpedt. le, there- 
fore, earneftly exhorted their lord- 
hips, that they would fend the bill 
to a committee, and endeavour to 
correct and amend any parts of it 
which they might think exception- 
able, and not reject it in a fit of 
apparent patlion and caprice. 

The Earl ot Hillfborough faid, 
that the time was now come, or wa 
m all appearance near at hand, 
when the confequence of the Houte 
of Lords would be tully apparent : 
when its ufe would be feen, and its 
neceflary influence in the conftitu- 
tion. It was their duty, when 
the prerogative of the crown was 
ftretched and extended to improper 
bounds, to connect themfelves with 
the people; and, on the other hand, 
when the people were warmed by 
enthuhaim or error into madnefs, 
when they were mad trom virtue, 
and were bent on reforming and 
amending the conititution on erro- 
neous principles, which he conceir- 
ed now to be the cafe, it was thew 
duty to check and refift that deliri- 
um of virtue, that rage and tempt it 
ot liberty, and to bring them back 
to codlnets and fobriety. 

He obferved farther, that the 
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idea of excluding contractors from 
the Houfe of Commons was abfurd, 
becaufe it was impracticable. If 
the miuifter meant to corrupt, the 
yrohibition was eatily fet afide. 
Though a member of parliament 
could not contract in his own name, 
could not he foon get a:perfon to do 
it for him; and when the tenders 
came to be examined, would it not 
{till be in the power of the minitter, 
fuppofing him to be corrupt, to fe- 
lect a favourite contractor, and af- 
terwards manage matters in fuch a 
manner, as to reunburfe the perfon 
who made the loweft offer? The 
was alfo improper in another 
becaufe it went to lay con- 
tracts open, which would have a 
tendency to expofe the fervices tor 
which they were intended to the 
enemy. His lordfhip added, that 
the prefent times unfortunately ex- 
hibited nothing but an innovating 
{pirit of alteration and ideal perfec- 
tion, internal commotion, caufelefs 
difcontents, turbulence, and diifen- 
fion. The people were run mad 
about public virtue: this, there- 
fore, was the moment in which it 
was the particular duty of their 
lordfhips to interfere, and to check 
the encroachments of the people 
upon the jult, acknowledged, and 
conftitutional prerogatives of the 
crown. 

The Duke of Grafton faid, that 
he trufted their lordfhips had too 
ftrong a fenfe of what they owed 
to their own dignity, to confent to 
become the engine of the minifter 
on the prefent occafion, and to do 
that for him there which in another 
place he had. not dared to attempt 
himlelf, The people of England 
had petitioned the Houfe of Com- 
mous, they had complained of the 
“ictcaled intluence of the crown, 
4nd rocontmended jwconomy in the 
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HISTORY. 1s7 
expenditure of the public money. 
The Houfe of Commons had vote 
ed, that the influence of the crown 
had increafed, and that it oughe 
to be diminifhed. The Houle of 
Commons had alio voted, that it 
was their duty to comply with the 
petitions of the people, and to pro- 
vide an immediate and effectual 
redrefs. ‘This bill was in per- 
fect conformity to thefe votes, and 
to the petitions of the people, and 
could neither with reafon, nor with 
decency, be rejected by that houfe. 
His grace alfo made tome obferva- 
tions upon contractors, and upon 
the operations. and effects. of cone 
tracts on thofe perfons ‘who en- 
joyed them, and who had feats in 
the other houfe. Contractors, he 
faid, were put into poffeflion of 
enormous fums belonging to the 
public, and the national purfe was 
emptied, in order to fecure the 
dead votes of a few unprincipled, 
avaricious, and infatiable indivi- 
duals. 

The bill was alfo defended by the 
Earl of Derby, the Earl of Shel- 
burne, and Lord Camden ; and op- 
poled by the Lord Chancellor, Earl 
Bathurit, and the Earl of Mansfield. 
It was at laft rejected by a majorit 
of 61 to 41. A proteft was mia 
und figned by twenty-two peers ; 
in which they declared, that ** no 
realons had been afligned for the 
rejection of the bill, but fuch as ap- 
peared to them frivolous or danger 
ous; and that as to the argument 
that ‘* it was neceflary to abate 
the fpecies of virtue that began to 
fhew itfelf in the Houfe of Com- 
mons,” they looked upon “ this 
new ipecies of frenzy to be rather 
a character of foundnefs than a 
fymptom of infanity ;’? and they 
declared, that “‘ as they frequently 
came into contact with the other 
houfe, 


168 BRITISH AND 


houfe, they heartily withed, that 
that diflemper might become con- 
tavious.”” Four other peers pro- 
te(lted feparately. The rejection of 
this bill by the houfe of peers, atter 
it had patted the commons, was 
fpoken of in very ftrong terms, and 
with much indignation, by many 
serfons without doors. It was con- 
fidered as amounting to tull evi- 
dence, that the upper houfe were 
refolved not to comply with the 
county petitions: and it was alfo 
wel as a proof, that it was the 
fixed determination of government 
notto make any material alteration in 
the prefent fyftem of adminiftration. 

On the 24th of the month Mr. 
Dunning moved in the houfe of 
commons, * that an humble = ad- 
drefs fhould be prefented to his ma- 
jetty, requetting that he would not 
diflolve the parliament, nor pro- 
rogue the pretent feffion, until pro- 
ver meafures fhould have been taken 
y that houfe to diminith the in- 
fluence of the crown, and to corre¢t 
the other evils complained of in the 
etitions of the people.”” He fad, 
* was aware that it would be urged 
in objection to this motion, that it 
would detain gentlemen longer trom 
their bufinefs, or their pleafures, 
than was ufual. To this he fhould 
anfwer, that he was not without 
bufinets himfelf, and was as fond of 
amufement, as a proper relief trom 
the fatigues of that bufinefs, as any 
other gentleman; but he confidered 
the petitions of the people as an ob- 
ject of the firft importance; and 
therefore, in order to prepare, dif- 
cufs, and determine upon fich mea- 
fures, as that houfe fhould think 
proper to adopt, in remedy of the 
grievances complained af by the 
people, he was ready and willing to 
facritice is bufinefs, however pro- 
fitable ; his amufements, however 
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pleafureable. But before he faeri- 
ficed cither the one or the other, it 
was defirable for him to know, that 
the facrifice would be of fome avail, 
and that what he gave up, would be 
atoned tor by the effential fervice 
rendered to his country. With this 
view he made his prefent motion; 
and it was not neceffary to employ 
much time in proving, that gentle- 
men would not be kept any confi- 
derable time longer than ufual from 
their purfuits, or from their homes, 
were his motion carried: becaufe he 
could venture to @flure them, that 
if the minitters were fincere ip 
their declaration, that fomething 
material ought to be done in com- 
pliance with the petitions, the whole 
that was neceflary to be done would 
take up but very little time in ad- 
dition to the ufual period of the 
fefions. But he was fenfible, that 
there was abundant reafon to doubt 
the fincerity of the minitters; their 
intentions fcemed too apparent trom 
the rejection or the contractors bill 
in the other houfe; it appeared to 
be their determination, to defeat 
every meafure that fhould be pro- 
pofed, in compliance with the pe- 
titions of the people; and that, not 
by any open, manly, or uniform 
fyitem, but by fuch underhand 
contrivances and evafions as fhould 
occur, either in that houfe or in the 
other. But whatever the defigns ot 
adminiftration might be, it was of 
importance that the people fhould 
not be deceived; and that their re- 
prefentatives fhould be enabled to 
acquaint them as foon as poffible, 
whether they had any probability 
of obtaining any effectual redrefs of 
the grievances of which they com- 
plained. 

Mr. Thomas Pitt conjured the 
houte, as they loved peace at home, 
as they wifhed for unanimity and 
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concord among the ae to con- 
cur in the motion. e reprefented, 
that the indignation and retentment 
of the people might burft out with 
irrefiftible fury, and might over- 
whelm the government, if . they 
were forced to imbibe the opinion, 
that what had been done was meant 
only to deceive them, and that from 
the beginning it was not intended to 
afford them the Icatt ferious redrefs. 
lle protefted, that he {poke the 
real fentiments of his foul, that 
he had no object but the general 
quiet of his country, and a with to 
reftore it to its former greatnets. 
He declared that nothing would 
have tempted him to abandon his 
domeftic retirement, and to come 
to that houfe debilitated as he was 
by illnefs, and fearcely able to fup- 
port the fatigues of parliamentary 
attendince, but an earneft wifh to 
contribute towards averting the dif- 
mal profpect before him; towards 
faving his apparently devoted coun- 
try trom the ruin that feemed to 
hang over its head. 

Lord Nugent oppofed the mo- 
tion, becaule to comply with it 
would be affuming more than be- 
longed to one branch of the legifla- 
ture. It would be controlling the 
king’s prerogative, and defiring him 
to do that which would affect the 
other houfe of parliament, without 
knowing whether it would be agree- 
able to them. Mr, Adam alfo op- 
poled the motion on fimilar pases: 
and ftated the dangers that might 
arife from too indiferiminate a com- 
pliance with the withes of the people. 
The motion was likewife oppofed by 
Lord George Germain, and the 
Lord-advocate of Scotland ; and 
deteaded by Mr. Fox, Mr. Thomas 
ownthend, General Conway, and 
Colonel Barré. It was at length 
rejected, upon a divifion, by a ma- 
jority of 254 to 203. 
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The following day a debate took 
place in the Houfe of Peers, relative 
to the ftate of Plymouth, and its 
Vicinities, at the time the combined 
fleets of France and Spain appeared 
before it in the preceding year. ‘he 
lords in oppofition endeavoured to 
fhew, that Plymouth was in a very 
neglected and defencelefs ftate when 
the combined fleets appeared before 
it. This was controverted by the 
lords in adminittration; but the 
Duke of Richmond produced a very 

articular account, written by Sir 
David Lindfay, who had been ap- 
pointed to the command at Ply- 
mouth in April, 1779, in which 
that officer ftated, that when he ar- 
rived at that fortrefs, he found it moft 
aftonifingly defencelefs,the lines mi- 
ferable beyond defcription, and the 
force not nearly equal to the duty 3 
fo that he was under the neceflity 
of writing up word to adminiftra- 
tion that the place was not tenable 
againft an attack. His grace, there- 
fore, moved, | hat the houfe fhould, 
on the 2d of May following, refolve 
itfelf into a committee of the whole 
houfe, in order to inquire into the 
ftate of detence of Piymouth, and 
the counties of Devon and Corn- 
wall, at the time when the combined 
fleets of France and Spain appeared 
off that coait. But this motion was 
rejected, by a majority of g2 to 

i 

In the courfe of this debate, Lord 
Shelburne condemned the general 
government of the army, and the 
military arrangements, in very {trong 
terms. He atlirmed, that all regard 
for merit was totally forgotten ; that 
fome of the bett officers in the fer- 
vice were either neglected or ill- 
treated ; and that thofe perfons who 
ftood well with adminiftration, no 
mattcr how little fitted by nature or 
habit to ferve in the army, were 


put 
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over the heads of fome of the 
ableft and moit diftinguifhed vete- 
rans in the fervice. Lord Pembroke 
declared, that a plan or {yitem of 
favouricifin and oppreflion prevailed 
im the army, which was increafed 
by the new device of giving tempo- 
rary rank; and that in the navy, 
by minifterial intrigues, the nation 
had been deprived of fome of the 
able(t and moft diitinguifhed com 
manders. 

On the 28th, the houfe of com- 
mons aguin rcfolved itfelt into a com- 
mittee on Mr. Burke’s bill, and took 
into their contideration the claufe 
for abolifhing the office of the great 
wardrobe, the office of the removing 
wardrobe, the office of matter of the 
robes, the office called the jewel- 
office, and all che piaces dependent 
upon them. After fome debate, ‘the 
claufe was rejected by a majority of 
a10 to 162. 

On the 1f of May the houfe 
went into a committee on Lord 
North’s bill for a commitfion ot ac- 
counts. His lordfhip informed the 
houfe, that the only reafon why he 
had propofed, that the commitiion- 
ers fhould not be members, really 
was, becaufe the common parlia- 
mentary bufine!s was now fo ereat, 
debates ran {fo high, and the umes 
were fo contentious, that almott 
every gentleman had taken cither 
the one fide or the other; and there- 
fore it they were chofen commil- 
fioners, their conduét in that fitua- 
tion would be liable to very great 
mitconftruction; and he did not be- 
heve, that their being appointed 
commufioners would give the people 
fo much fatistaction, as if gentle- 
men without doors, and of refpect- 
able characters, were named for the 
office. 

Mr. Dunning contended, that the 
minifter’s bil was fo far trom com- 


plying with the prayer of the pet}. 
tions, of anfwering the wifhes of 
the people of England, that it ran 
directly counter to both. The pco- 
ple moft clearly, moft intelligibly, 
and moft unequivocally, called upon 
that houfe to correct the crofs 
abufes in the expenditure of public 
money, to reduce all exorbitant 
emoluments, to refcind and abolifhy 
all finecure places, and unmerited 
penfions, and to appropriate the 
produce to the neceffities of the 
ftate. The petitioners looked up to 
the houfe, as poffetling the means 
to go to, and to exterminate, the 
root of the evil; as having oppor- 
tunity to trace it to the bottom, by 
proper and neceffary inveftigation ; 
and power to eradicate it effectually, 
rotally, and withour danger of leav- 
ing the {mallett veftives of its ex- 
titence. But did the bill fhew, in 
any one fenfe whatever, that the 
houle poflefled the power which the 
people of England fuppofed it to 
poticis? Did it amount to a proof, 
or any thing like a proof, that they 
were willing, poflctiing that power 
atcribed to them, fo to exercile it, 
as to anfwer the expectations of the 
people without doors? On the con- 
trary, the prefent bill was a torinal 
and folemn renunciation of the 
powers afcribed to that houfe by the 
petitioners. It was a total abdica- 
tion of the rights of that houfe, fo 
tar as they could be ufefully exer- 
cifed, in ferioufly affording thar re- 
het and redrefs of grievances which 
the people required at their hands. 
[It was neither wife, warrantab 
nor confonant to the conftitution of 
parliament, to delegate on any occas 
fion thofe rights which belonged to 
the houfe of commons. Nor did 
the minifter give the Icaft ground 
for hope, that he withed to dele- 
gate the rights of the houle of com- 
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mons to fuch hands as were proper 
to be entrufted with fo extraordinary 
a delegation. 

y Si Fletcher Norton faid, that he 
could not help thinking it a very fin- 
ular mode of complying with the 
withes of the people, the two great 
aims of which were, “* a@conomy in 
the public expenditure, and the di- 
minution of the influence of the 
crown,” to frame a commiflion, 
creating new placemen, at the no- 
mination of the minifter, to be paid 
large falaries, with a power to ein- 
ploy as many fecretaries, clerks, 
and meflengers, as they fhould think 
proper. With regard to the right 
of delegation, he was mott tully 
convinced, that no fuch right ex- 
ifted in that houfe. They were the 
reprefentatives of the people, em- 
owered to act for their conttituents 
- themfelves, and in their own 
perfons folely. Their powers and 
privileges were perfonal, and could 
only be perfonally exercifed. Their 
fir power, and that which gave 
them all their weight and balance 
in the conftitution, was the power 
of the purfe. That power was two- 
fold; it confifted ot the exclufive 
night of voting the public money, 
and their right of examination and 
control of the public accounts, 
Thefe two parts of their power were 
infeparable: it therefore behoved 
every man, who wifhed well to his 
country, and who defired to pre- 
ferve its conftitution in its native 
purity, to watch over both with 
equal jealoufy ; becaufe if the one 
Were parted with, no man could 
lay, as the tranfition was extremely 
ealy, that the other would not fol- 
low likewife, though perhaps the 
exact period of time might not be 
at hand. That houfe, therefore, 
had no right of delegation in any 
Cafe ee : they were the hold- 

I bo. 
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ers of the rights of the people, for 
whom they exercifed them. The 
other houfe of parliament was dif. 
ferently conftituted: reprefentin 
the ariftocracy, they reprefensed 
themfelves, and confequently could 
part with that power, which was 
their own, as they chofe, fo long as 
their delegating of it did not affeét 
the commons of England. Hence 
their right of voting by proxy; but 
who ever heard of a member of that 
houfe voting by proxy? The pre- 
fent propotition, therefore, of the 
noble lord, he was perfuaded was 
illegal; and, if complied with, 
would amount to a forfeiture of the 
coinpact between the reprefentatives 
and the reprefented; inafmuch as 
thofe who adopted it would clearly 
betray their truft, and forfeit the 
confidence of thofe who entrutted 
them with the powers of the com- 
mons of England. He obferved 
farther, that the houfe had a great 
deal to do in a very little time; the 
feflion was drawing towards a period, 
and they had folemnly pledged 
themfelves to redrefs the grievances 
complained of, and to comply with 
the petitions of the people of Eng- 
land. It was, therefore, high time 
to get rid of meafures, which, like 
the prefent bill, were idle, nugato- 
ry, and frivolous, and to proceed 
effectually and truly to afford thar 
relief which was required by their 
conflituents. 

The firft commiffioner nominated 
by the minifter was Sir Guy Carle- 
ton; and this nomination was treat- 
ed with great ridicule by the gentle- 
men in oppofition. It was faid to 
be very proper to put 2 truncheou 
into the general’s hand, but not 
quite fo proper to degrade a veteran 
commander to an cxaminer of ac- 
counts: though it was remarked, 
that the turning a general into 4 
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clerk, was very much of a piece 
with the late appointment of a clerk 
to the command of a regiment. 
Notwithftanding thefe objections, 
the nomination was confirmed ; other 
commiffioners were alfo appointed, 
the bill paffed the houfe, was tranf- 
mitted to the lords, and received 
the royal affent. 

On the sth of May, a motion 
was made by General Conway, for 
leave to bring in “* A bill for quiet- 
ing the troubles now reigning in the 
Bnitith colonies in America, and for 
enabling his majefty to appoint com- 
miffioners, with full powers to treat, 
and conclude upon terms of conci- 
liation with the faid colonies.”” He 
obferved, that the general fituation 
of the nation was the moft dangerous 
it was ever in, fince the exiltence 
of the Britifh monarchy. We were, 
he faid, preffed with debt, and ex- 
haufted by taxes; our refources, 
and almoft our fpirit failing; with 
little but our pride and paffions left 
to fupport us; involved in a dan- 
gerous and unequal war with the 
united force of France and Spain, 
while a fatal rebellion was preying 
upon our vitals: fuch was our ge- 
neral calamitous fituation. But 
this was not all: we had not only 
many powerful enemies, but we had 
not one friend. It was not France 
and Spain alone; all Furope feemed 
armed, or arming againft us. The 
great powers derided and defpifed, 
and even the litte ones pecked at 
and infulted us. The Dantzickers, 
the towns of Lubeck and Hamburgh, 
even Holland, the lat lingering 
friend, feemed to have bidden fare- 
well. We were like the ftricken deer, 
driven out of the herd, and might 
foon not have a name, or a being, 
among the powers of Europe. To 
fuch a pitch had our faults and our 
follics, our ignorance and our pre- 
fumption brought ua. 


The avowed principle of the 
war, he obferved, was the taxation 
of America; a fyitem foolifhly, he 
thought, and fatally conceived, e- 

ually impolitic and unjuft. He 
thould never forget, he faid, that 
fatal night, when that houfe, in a 
thin committee, and in a dark and 
evil hour, like a band of black con- 
fpirators, refolved to rob three mil- 
lions of Britith fubjeéts of their li- 
berty and property; for it was then 
that a refolution was propofed and 
formed to tax America. He was 
one of the few who oppofed that pro- 
pofition; and warned his country- 
men, at that early period, of the 
many dangers that attended it. He 
now felt inexpreifible fatistaction in 
that remembrance ; and fhould carry 
it, with pride and confolation, to 
his grave. 

The General afterwards pointed 

ut the neceflity of an immediate re- 
conciliation with America, and fkated 
the purport of his bill. He pro- 
pofed to hold out terms which the 
Americans at large, or any particu- 
lar province, might accept when 
they would, and be aaninanaly at 
his majeity’s peace. He meant to 
remove all their juft complaints, and 
to grant them all their juit demands ; 
to make their own petitions, in ge- 
neral, the ground of our concetlions; 
to fecure them all their rights, ther 
liberty and their property, not 
grudgingly, but fully and freely ; 
net tlightly, nor precarioufly, but 
irrevocably; not dependent upon 
the caprice of any minifter, but 
bound by the faith of the Bnuth 
parliament. He declared himiclt 
much againft acknowledging the 1n- 
dependence of the Americans; and 
hoped, that from their diftrefles, 
they might be brought to accept of 
reafonable terms, wathout admitting 
their claim ot independency. but 
the General’s bil being oppofed by 
i the 
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the friends of adminiftration, and 
but faintly fupported by the gentle- 
men on the other fide, who thought 
it inadequate to the object, his mo- 
tion was rejected by a majority of 
223 to 81. 

Some refolutions relative to the 
American war were alfo moved, on 
a fubfequent day, by Mr. Hartley ; 
but thefe were rejected, as was like- 
wife a motion made by Governor 
Pownall, for leave to bring in a bill to 
empower his majefty to make peace, 
truce, or convention with America. 

On the 18th of the fame month, 
the houfe again refolved itfelt into a 
committee on Mr. Burke’s ill; when 
the claufes for abolifling the offices 
ot mafter of the buck-hounds, fox- 
hounds, and harriers, of paymatter 
of the pentions, and feveral others, 
were taken into confideration: but 
they were all rejected, and the bill 
was at length loit. 

In the debate on one of the above 
tlaufes of Mr. Burke’s bill, Mr. Al- 
derman Sawbridge obferved, that, 
fince the vote of the 6th of April, 
the influence of the crown had been 
in a progreifive ftate of increafe. On 
that memorable night, a majority of 
243 gentlemen had voted, that 
“the influence of the crown had 
increafed, was increafing, and ought 
to be diminifhed.’? Great numbers, 
who compofed that majority, had 
proved the fecond part of the pro- 
pofition, in their own pertons, in 
the cleareft and moft unqueitionable 
manner. They had felt its influence 
ta its fulleft extent, but they difap- 
proved of the conclufion, that “ it 
Ought to be diminifhed.”” So far 
trom it, that, in almott every iub- 
fequent vote they gave, they de- 
clared, that it ought not to be di- 
mimithed, and they very confiftently 
tetufed to diminith it; which was 
fach a phenomenon in politics as re- 
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uired fome expkination. He be- 
heved, however, that he could him. 
felt in fome degree explain it. Some 
meatfures of a public nature had been 
propofed, in the courle of the week 
fubfequent to the memorable deci- 
fion of the houfe; whereupon a few 
country gentlemen, or county mem- 
bers, from what motives he could not 
pretend to determine, feemed, or 
affected to be ftaggered. They di- 
vided from their trends, or ablented 
themnfelves. But this was only the 
forerunner of the fudden alteration 
which was abouttotake place. ‘The 
fpeaker’s illnefs caufed a recefs of a 
tew days, and what was before in 
embrio, grew in the interim into full 
maturity. Fhe miniter brought 
over perfons of a doubrtul delerip- 
tion fo fuccefsfully, that, by the 
time the houfe met again, fo many 
n*w converts were made, as to en- 
fure the noble lord a decided majo- 
rity. The refult was, that, in the 
fpace of a few days, influence had 
fuddenly increafed, more than it had 
at any former period in the courie 
of as many months; and what the 
friends of their country had been 
toiling and labouring to effect, dur- 
ing the preceding part of the teflion, 
was at once demolithed by the magic 
touch of the minifter, with great 
cafe to himfelf, and, as he pretum- 
ed, with infinite fatistaction to the 
perfons thus miraculoutly converted. 
The moment was critical; the ac- 
curfed fyttem, which directed the 
affairs of this country to the very 
brink of ruin, was on the very point 
of diffolution, when, by the arr and 
management of the noble |! 
was eltabliihed upon a firmer and 
more permanent bafis than ever. 
Lord North zpeared ar firft to 
be much hurt at this attack, but af- 
terwards endeavoured to turn the 
accufation into ridicule; a 
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Mr. George Rous remarked, that 
the charge was of too ferious a na- 
ture to betrifled with, and ought to 
be anfwered in a very different man- 
ner. The charge imported, that 
the noble lord had corrupted mem- 
hers in that houfe, in order to ob- 
tain a majority, for the purpofe of 
defeating the petitions of a great 
majority of the conftituent part of 
the electors of England, and a ftill 
greater majority of the people at 
large. Ifthe charge was not true, 
why did not the noble lord infitt on 
having the alderman’s words taken 
down? This was the regular and 
parhamentary mode of proceeding, 
and was much more proper than ill- 
timed ridicule. Mr. Rous faid tar- 
ther, that he knew himfelf that the 
charge was true; and the people 
mutt be at length convinced of w hat 
the real means were, which the m- 
niite: had emploved to procure a 
majority fubfequent to the vote of 
the Oth ot April. 

Mr. Sawbridge rofe again, and 
maintained his ‘former aflertion, in 
the moft direét and unqualified 
terms. He was convinced, he faid, 
that the noble lord had, during the 
fpeaker’s ilinefs, influenced or cor- 
rupted feveral of the majority of the 
bth of April, and that he had tam 
pe red with many. It his lordthip 
was prep red to meet the charge, he 
dared him to take down his words: 
tor it he did, though it might be, 
perhaps, dithcult to prove the ac- 
cual corruption, he was ready and 
tully prepared to go into the actual 
proots of the tampering; Or of ol- 
ters having been laid out, to in- 
fluence forme of the members of that 
houte, to vote againft their tormer 
opinions, their pertect conviction, 
and the interefts of their country. 

Lord North faid, that he detied 
his acculers to make any fuch charge 
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good againft him; and if the gen- 
tlemin, who firft brought the charge, 
was fo well informed on the fubiect 
as he pretended to be, it was his 
butinefs, as the acculer, to bring 
the charge forward: tor as he had 
avoided any ipecification, it was 
inpoiible tor him to enter into a 
defence of his conduct, ull he knew 
the nature or civcumitances on which 
the uccufation was tounded. 

On the rit ot June a motion was 
made in the houle of peers, by the 
Earl ot Shelburne, that ** an hum- 
ble addrefs be preiented to his ma- 
jetty, requeiting that he would be 
piealed to order, that there thould 
be laid before that houle a copy ot 
his majefty’s declaration, pubiithed 
in the London Gazette on Tueiday 
the itth of April latt, fuipending 
provinionally all the particular fh 
pulations reipecting the treedom et 
nia’ iration and colnmeree, i time 
ot war, of the fubjects ot the States- 
general; with copies of all. memo- 
rais prelented to his mayjeity’s Die 
niiters by the neutral pow ers in Eu- 
rope, reipecung the claims of tree 
navigation and commerce with his 
Majeity’s encmies in time of way, 
with the aniwers given thereta; as 
alfo copies, or extracts, of all-cor- 
retpondence with his majeity’s mi- 
nitters, fo far as relates to the fame 
fubject, or to any iteps taken, or 
engagements entered into between 
the tad neutral powers in Europe, 
trom the ittof May, 1779, to the 
preient tune.”” His lordfhip ob- 
lerved, that he was induced to make 
this motion by the prefent fituation ot 
this Country with regard to Holland, 
Ruffia, and the other northern powers 
of Europe; and® he acknowledged, 
that his motion led to a cenfure up- 
on the adminittration. The papers 
which he wanted to be laid betere 
the houle, were fuch as could not 
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be denied upon the hacknied theme 
of fecrecy, caution, prudence, and 
a fear ot betraying intelligence to 
the enemy; becaufe all Europe, or 
at leaft all thofe individuals who 
were defirous of obtaining informa- 
tion about the political tranfactions 
of the times, muft be acquainted 
with them already; as they had all 
appeared im print both inthe foreign 
and Englifh publications. But his rea- 
fon for moving: tor thele papers was, 
tharas they were not upon their lord- 
thip’s table, they were not, accord- 
ing to the parliamentary torm, io be- 
fore the houte, that he could ground 
any motion upon their contents. 

"There were two objects, he faid, 
which were cipecially deferving of 
the? attention of their lordilips: 
which were diitinct in themtelves, 
though they were productive but of 
one effect; He meant the total 
neglect, on the part of the miniltry, 
of obtaining alliances on the conti- 
nent of Europe, and the difobliging 
the tew triends we had, Holland 
was amongit thofe tew triends: but 
foon atter the breaking out of the 
American war, by a moft bullying 
and opprefiive conduct, we irritated 
the Dutch, and filled them with re- 
fentments, which would probably 
not {peedily be eradicated. We had 
treated them more like the wretched 
dependants, Or fubjects ot pe tty Ita- 
lian republics, than a ftate which 
filled fo reipectable a nich in the 
grand European’ fyflem. There 
were then two principal treaties 
exiting between Great Britain and 
Holiand: one of thefe permitted 
the Dutch to trade with our foreign 
enemies in time of war; the other 
obliged them to ailift us, in the 
event of our being attacked in Eu- 
rope. On the breaking out of the 
troubles in America, we were not 
“t War with any foreign power, cis 
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ther in, Europe, or elfewhere. Of 
confequence, there could be no jutt 
requifition made to the ftates-gene- 
ral for either troops or fhips. But 
what was the conduct of the court 
of Great Britain? Orders were 
given by it to feize all naval ftores in 
Dutch bottoms; and thus was the 
treaty of 1674 broken without co- 
lour or pretence. When hoftilities 
were commenced with France, which 
was done by Great Britain, and not 
by France, by the taking of the 
Pallas and Licorne frigates, the 
fame orders were renewed. The 
treaty of 1674 was broken through, 
without a pretence of the treaty of 
1716 being evaded: and even the 
violent and rath meafure of the 3d 
of January laft, the feizure of the 
fips. under the convoy of Count 
Byland, was not preceded by the 
requifition made to the States-gene- 
ral tor troops and flips. Belides, 
the tenor of the treaty of 17136 did 
not bind Holland, but upon two 
contingencies; firft, that our. ene- 
mies were the aggreflors, which in 
fact they were not; and, fecondly, 
that we were attacked in Europe, 
which he prefumed, no man would 
affert. Tlowever that might be, 
it was clear that we had firft violated 
one treaty with Holland; and that 
we had afterwards attacked the 
Dutch in an hoftile manner, before 
we could poflibly know, whether 
they would have fulfilled the othe 
treaty for the fupply of the men and 
fhips. That bufinels was at the 
time in a train of negociation. Eve- 
ry perfon in the jeait acquainted 
with the conftitution of the United 
Provinces, mult know, that their 
deliberations were neceffarily flow, 
when every province was vefted 
with a negative, and almoft every 
town and diftri¢t, in each ptovince, 
with a negative likewife in thei 
M 3 pra- 
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rovincial affemblies. It was con- 

feoenly impoffible, from the na- 
ture of their government, to come 
to an immediate decifion, as in 
other countries, where the whole 
of the executive power was lodged 
in a fingle hand. 

His lordfhip afterwards obferved, 
that he was aftonifhed and con- 
founded, when he firft faw the late 
manifefto of the Emprefs of Ruf- 
fia, in which that princefg had dared 
to lay down a code of maritime 
law for all Europe. It was evident 
from that ftate paper, that Rufha, 
a power of modern growth, fcarcely 
known as a naval power a few years 
avo, and whom he had been taught 
by the miniftry to regard as a friend 
and ally, was not only difpofed to 
with-hold her affiftance from us, but 
was determined to go very difagree- 
able lengths, and to affiit in over- 
whelming the maritime power of 
Great Britain, He remarked that this 
manifefto was publifhed foon after 
our rafh and unjuft condué in ftop- 
ping and firing at count Byland, 
and feizing the fhips under his con- 
voy: which had given Holland juft 
reafon to complain of a violation of 
treaty on our part, and was not only 
an infule to the Dutch flag, but 
amounted to a denial and queftion 
of her fovereignty as a maritime 
ftate. 

His lordfhip mentioned feveral 
opportunities which the miniftry 
had loft of forming new and advan- 
tageous alliances; and = arraigned 
their conduct as inconfiftent with 
wildom, prudence, or even com- 
mon fenfe. He faid, they had 
not only loft America, the better 
half ot the empire, but they had 
alfo contrived to fet every power in 
Europe again us. Their conduc 
had difappointed wife men, and it 
had enlightened fools. It had 


— the eyes of the boorith 
ollander, the dull German, the 
barbarous Ruffian, and the favage 
Coffack. Thofe perfons mutt be 
blind indeed, who did not {ee that 
the independence of America would 
inevitably refult from what had 
pafled in Holland, and in Ruiffia. 
The new code of maritime law, 
promulgated by the latter, was 
clearly intended to be univerfal, 
France, and the other powers whofe 
intereft it was to prevent America 
from being ever under the domi- 
nion ot Great Britain again, would 
take care that the new maritime 
code thould ¢xtend to her: and the 
confequence would be, her ports 
would be filled with neutral thee, 
and thofe naval ftores which we for- 
merly drew from America, would, 
in fpite of our teeth, and in the 
very face of our ficets, be carried 
to fupply the enemy, and_aiflitt 
them in their hoftile efforts again 
this country. Every power in Eu- 
rope would feel itfelf concerned in 
fupporting the independence of 
America: and that which, from 
the commencement of the war, it 
chiefly concerned Great Britain to 
prevent, was now by the rafh, pre- 
cipitate, and mad meafures of ad- 
miniftration, become the intereft of 
almoft every other power to fup- 
port. 

Lord Stormont oppofed the mo- 
tion, and faid, that it was the con- 
duct of Holland which ought to be 
cenfured, and not that of Great 
Britain. That part of the treaty 
between the two nations which an- 
{wered the purpofes of the Dutch, 
they had fought and preffed a reli- 
gious obfervance of; but they had 
declined to fulfil their engagements 
with refpeét to furnifhing fhips and 
troops. That fuccour had been re- 
peatedly demanded, and as repeat- 
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edly evaded and procraftinated by 
Holland, though not exprefily re- 
fufed. At firit, as we were only 
at war with America, the anfwer 
was, that the Cafus Federis did not 
exift. But that plea could no —_ 
er be urged after the attacks made 
by the French at Rhode Ifland and 
Charles Town, and the attempt by 
Spain upon Gibraltar, Upon thefe 
events as they arofe, applications 
had been regularly made to the 
States General, calling upon them 
to fulfil the treaty on their part, as 
it had been faithfully adhered to by 
us. But notwithftanding thofe ap- 
plications had been ee by 
remonitrances, and prefled with all 
pofible urgency, as to the: nature 
of the claim, and the neceflity of 
an immed‘ate compliance, Holland 
fill contmued to fupply our ene- 
nies with all kinds of naval ftores, 
under the fanction of the treaty of 
1674; at the fame time feduloufly 
endeavouring to explain away the 
nature of the obligation impofed up- 
on them, refpecting the fhips and 
troops. The attack made upon the 
Dutch admiral he thought perfectly 
right, becaufe at the time when he 
was met with by commodore Field- 
ing, he had naval ftores under his 
convoy. He hoped it would never 
be imputed to the miniftry by that 
houfe as a crime, that they prevent- 
ed Holland from continuing the no- 
minal ally of Great Britain, while 
her conduct clearly fhewed that fhe 
was the friend, if not the open aux- 
iliary of France. His lordthip alfo 
ftrongly expreffed his perfuafion, 
that the court of Ruffia would not 
take any fteps that fhouid be really 
_— to the interefts of Great 
ritain, 
_ Lord Camden defended the mo- 
tion, and obferved, that the minif- 
try had wantonly infulted Holland ; 
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they had hurt her in her tendereft 
point, that of her commerce, and 
the advantages derived from it: and 
they had accompanied thofe injuries 
with a degree of haughtinefs, that 
had created in the minds of the 
Hollanders the moft deep and fixed 
refentments. France had availed 
herfelf of this: fhe had brought 
over fome of the provinces to her 
fide; and laboured to fpread a fpi- 
rit of diflike to the Englith through 
out the other provinces, which did 
not fall fo fully into her views. In 
the mean time, no care was taken 
to form any connexion in the North, 
to hold out exclufive benefits and 
advantages, in order to counteract 
the ill-humour of Holland, or to 
counterpoife her weight, in the op- 
pofite fcale, fhould fhe join France. 
Every thing was left to chance: and 
the miniftry, in a paroxyfm of de- 
{fpair, had feized the Dutch fhips. 
This alarmed the other neutral 
powers, and produced the fudden 
declaration of the court of Peterf- 
burgh, which was certainly very 
hoftile to Great Britain, though no 
man could yet pretend to tell pre- 
cifely what would be the effects of 
it. 

He remembered, his lordthip 
faid, during the laft war, the then 
minifter, one of the firft war minif- 
ters this or any other country ever 
beheld, adopted a very different 
mode of conduct from that of the 
prefent adminiftration. He believ- 
ed no man doubted of the fpirit of 
the late Earl of Chatham, his firm- 
nefs, and love of enterprize: but 
yet, undaunted as he was, his vi- 
gour of mind was happily tempered 
with judgment, with penctration, 
and with forefight. It was the po- 
litics of that day to confine national 
exertions to deeds, not to words. 
We then availed ourfelves of the 
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advantages of our fieuation, but we 
nifo condwéted ourfelves with cau- 
tion and good temper. He was 
then attornoy-general, his advice 
was fomctimes afked, and the pn- 
vate fentiments of that confummate 
ftatefman, as explained to him in 
confidence, were, that our enemies 
muft be cut from the fupply of 
naval and military flores, to the ut- 
moft of our power, bur that all pof- 
fible induftry fhould be employed to 
revent any alarm; that the com- 
plaints of the neutrals fhould be at- 
tended to, every deference paid to 
the complainants, and fpeedy re- 
drefs adminiftered: but neverthe- 
lefs, that the greut, the only ob- 
yet, fhould never be loittig¢ht of, 
that of dittreffing the common ene- 
my, and depriving them of the 
finews of war. This was the fyt- 
tem the Earl of Chatham aéted up- 
on: this was the moderation he dit- 
slaved, in the very zenith of glory 


and victory, in the rapid career of 


the moft unprecedented fuceefs that 
any country could ever ~ boatt 
of. He infulted no man becaute 
he had the power to do itt he 
crouched to no man for tear of the 
event. His country Was equally 
dreaded and refpected. No injury 
went unredrefied; no infult un- 
chatted; and at the very moment 
when the naval power of Great 
Britain, it oppoled to the degregate 
of the whole naval power of Eu- 
rope, would preponderate the feale, 
that truly wile, as well as in every 
reipect truly great man, arranged 
matters in tuch a manner, as to 
caufe ftriét juftice to be done to the 
meaneit, or moit infignificant ftate 
in Europe, as much as if the op- 

reflon ot a private individual be- 
” ging to that ftate, if not redreff- 
ed, would have been decifive of the 
war againit us, 
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The Earl of Sandwich faid, thay 


no man could more fincerely lamenp 
the misfortunes and difficulties into 
which we were plunged, and b 
which we were furrounded, than he 
did. But notwithftanding this, he 
knew of no method {fo likely to ex. 
tricate us, as acting with {pirit and 
refolution: nor did he fuppofe, that 
any better proof could be given of 
our wifdom, than availing ourfelves 
of the locality of our fituation, by 
intercepting all military or naval 
ftores deihined for the ufe of our 
enemies, Whatever might be the 
confequence with refpect to the neu- 
tral powers. As to alliances, how- 
ever detirable they might be, they 
did not at prefent feem to be attain- 
able. ‘Lhe other great, powers of 
Europe ftood aloot. It was a con- 
telt, in which they could not be 
perfuaded that they had any even- 
tual interelt. It arofe between our- 
felves and our fubjects in the firf 
mftance, and at length brought on 
amaritime war between us and the 
houfe of Bourbon. There were 
befides diftinét confiderations, which 
prevented the other powers tgom in- 
terfering im the quarrel, One in 
particular was, that the objects con- 
tending for were not fituated in 
Europe, but in America: fo that 
what was called the balanee ot power 
in kurope, was not affected by our 
difputes. 

The Earl of Mansfield admit- 
ted, that all, poffible circumfpection 
fhould be ufed, in order to avoid 
giving any real caufe of offence. 
He believed the fa¢t was fo; tor 
he had not yet heard, that a fingle 
Ruffian flip had been captured; or 
that a fingle complaint on that head 
had been made by the court of Pe- 
terfburgh. The Dutch, in former 
wars, had complained, as they did 
at prefent; and had then, as well 
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as now, been too ready to affift our 
enemies. He objected to the mo- 
tion, becaufe a vote of cenfure 
againft the adminiftration was in- 
tended to be grounded upon it. 
That was the only reafon that in- 
duced him to give his vote tor with- 
holding the papers. It fignified 
yerv little if che mere motion went; 
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but it-was that which was intended 
to be engrafted upon it that he was 
folely againft; for he would never 


give his vote for cenfuring thofe who 
had, in his opinion, faithfully and 
ably difcharged their duty. The 
motion was rejected, by a majority 
of g4 to 36. 


——~—— —— —- --- 
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Rife of the Protefiant A ffociatio Te 


Pp XIX. 


Lord George Gordon Lecomes their 


Prefident, and prefents their Petition to the Houfe of Commons. Ob 


/ervations, on the Riots. and Conflagrations that enfued in the Metr 


iy. The Duke of Richmond gives Notice, in the Houfe ef Peers, of 
his defign to bring in a@ Bill for annual Parliaments, and a more equal 
Reprefentation of. the People. Debate occafioned by the; Employment of the 


Military in the Suppreffion of the Riots. 


Sir George Savile’s Bill, Sor 


preventing Perfons  profefing the Romifh Religion from educating the 


Children 0 Proteflants 7% dled b } 
4 4 9 "te ) 
liament. 


E have feen that eminent 
political abilities, and great 
eloquence, had been ¢inployed in 
-parliament, in order to obtain a 
reformation, of the public expendi- 
ture; and a-dimiaution of, the in- 
fluence of the crown; and that thete 
efiorts. in the fenate had received 
confiderable ¢ountenance and fup- 
port from the eounty meetings and 
ailogiations. , But the beneficial ef- 
fects which-might have,been ex- 
pectetl from thele exertions of fome 
of the able& men. in the-kingdom, 
were in'a great degree prevented by 
igetings of another. kind, which 
Occahioned very unexpected events, 
and which chiefly took. their sife 
from fome of the weakeft,and mott 
unenlightened men that the nation 
could produce. We refer. to the 
proteitant affociation, to the tumul- 


tuous meeting . which originated . 


from it, andto the riots and con- 





the Houfe. Diffolution of the Par- 


flagrations that took place in the 
metropolis: which excited univer- 
fal terror and alarm, and threw a 
damp, upon all affociations, even 
for the moft conftitutional purpofes ; 
excepting thofe only of a military 
kind, ‘which were afterwards formed 
for the public defence. 

In 1778, an act was paffed, * for 
relieving his majefty’s fubjeéts, pro- 
felling the Romifh religion, trom 
certain penalties and difabilities im- 
pofed upon them in the rith and 
12th years of the reign of King 
William Ill.” This act paffed 
unanimoufly, it being the general 
opinion of liberal minded men, of 
,all parties, that the laws againft the 
papifts were abundantly too ri- 
gorous, and that in an enlightened 
age, in which the principles of to- 
leration fo much hd they 
were a difgrace to our ftaiute-books. 


Nor 
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Nor did the act at firft appear to 
excite any great alarm among per- 
fons of any clafs. Burt though the 
aét was far enough from granting a 
legal toleration to the papitts, and 
only relieved them from fome par- 
ticular penalties, as they now 
thought the a inclined to 
be more indulgent to them than 
formerly, they began to take fome- 
what greater liberties in the public 
exercife of their religion, than thofe 
to which they had been accuitom- 
ed. By degrees, a number of per- 
fons in London, and fome other 
parts of the kingdom, began to ex- 
prefs or apprehenfions of the 
increafe of Popery, and to exclaim 
againft rhe late att, by which they 
thought it was countenanced and 
fupported, Meetings of thefe zea- 
lous petfons were held from time to 
time in London: they formed them- 
felves into a body under the title of 
the Proteftant Affociation, and Lord 
George Gordon at length became 
their prelident. The object of their 
affociation was, to procure a repeal 
of the late act in favour of the ot 
pits. The perfons who attended 
thefe meetings were many of them 
honeft and well intentioned people, 
who had a juft averfion to Popery, 
but who did not fufficiently conti- 
fier, that an intolerant fpirit was 
at leaft as cenfurable ina Protet- 
tant as in a Papiit. The members 
of this affociation werc, indeed, 
chiefly diftinguifhed by zeal, by 
bigotry, and by ignorance. No 
men of liberal fentiments, of any 
party, had any connexion with 
them. They were chi fly Metho- 
diits, and bigotted Calvinitts, of the 
lower ranks of hfe. Hardly any of 
the clergy of the et blifhed church, 
or ot the diffenting clergy, gave the 
leatt countenance to thefe meetings. 
They grew, however, numerous; 


a petition to parliament was framed, 
for a repeal of the late act, and the 
utmoft pains were employed to pro- 
cure fubfcriptions to it. Beides being 
carried about to private houtes, 
copies of the petition, with parch- 
ments tor lignatures, were {tent to 
the veftries of the churches and meet- 
ings of the metropolis. Bur the 
petition received little countenance 
trom the eftablifhed clergy; and no 
Englith diffenting minifter of the 
metropolis, who had been regularly 
educated, or who was of any note 
for knowlege or learning, would 
fuffer the petition to lie in his vettry 
for fubfcription. It was only trom 
the methoditls, a few lay preachers, 
and fome of the more bigotted Cal- 
vinifts, that it received any encou- 
ragement or fuppart. Notwithftand- 
ing thefe difadvantages, one hundred 
and twenty thoufand perfons are 
faid to have figned this illiberal and 
intolerant: petition: among whom 
were mer, women, and children, 
and fome who could only make their 
marks, 

Much as the proteftant Affocia- 
tion had been defpifed, it foon ap- 
peared that they were capable of 
being the fource of great mifchict, 
In order to give the more weight 
to their petition, it was refolved 
that it fhould be attended with great 
numbers of the petitioners in per- 
fon, and a public advertifement was 
iffued for that purpofe, figned by 
Lord George Gordon, Accord- 
ingly, at leaft fifty thovfand perfons 
are fuppofed to have afiembled with 
this view, on the ad of June, in 
St. George’s fields, from whence 
they proceeded, with much regula- 
rity and order, to the houle of 
commons, where their petition was 
prefented by their prefident. In 
the courfe of the day feveral mem- 
bers of both houfes of parliament 

wore 
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were grofly infulted and ill-treated 
by the populace: and a mob affern- 
bled the fame evening, by which 
the Sardinian chapel in Lincoln’s 
ian-fieids, and another in Warwick- 
treet, Golden-fquare, were nearly 
demoliihed. 

Ve fhall not enter into a parti- 
cular account of the dreadful riots 
and conflagrations that enfued, for 
feveral {ublequent days, in the me- 
tropolis, and by which i¢ was ren- 
dered an unexampled fcene of alarm, 
terror, and devattation, becaufe a 
minute relation of thefe unexpected 
calamities, and of the tragical re- 
fult, will be found in another part 
of this volume. We fhall here, 
therefore, content ourfelves with 
making fome general obfervations 
relative to this unhappy fubject. 

It is certain, that it would be 
unjuit to impute to the Proteftant 
Affociation, as they thought pro- 
per to ftyle themfelves, the whole 
of the mifchief that enfued, or to 
fuppofe that they forefaw the cala- 
mities to which they gave occafion. 
But though this be admitted, it is 
manifeft, that it was their wretched 
bigotry to which thefe unhappy 
fcenes owed their origin; and that 
the members of that aflociation ma- 
nifelted a fpirit, the very reverfe 
of real and enlightened Proteftants, 
and difgraceful to the national cha- 
racter. If a fpirit of perfecution be 
hateful in Papifts, it is ftill more 
deteftuble, oo ool inconfiftent, in 
thofe who profefs themfelves to be 
Proteftants. Such an exhibition of 
bigotry in England was alfo the 
more difhonourable, becaufe the 
prefent age is much enlightened on 
the fubject of toleration: and even 
Papifts acknowledge the pernicious 
tendency of intolerance, and mani- 


felt a more tolerant fpirit in various 
parts of Europe, 
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It is afferted, that no member of 
the Proteftant Affociation was exe- 
cuted or tried for any fhare in the 
riots. How far this is true, we 
cannot determine: the faét can on- 
ly be afecrtained by a minute come 
parifon of the names of the perfons 
tried or convicted, with the nume- 
rous names on the petition, to which 
few perfons have had acceis. But 
fhould it be admitted that no per- 
fons who fubfcribed the petition, 
were tried or convicted on account 
of the riots, it would not follow 
that none of them were concerned 
in them. There can be no doubt 
but that many engaged in the riots, 
who were neither convicted nor tri- 
ed: and it is probable, that thofe, 
who engaged in them from religious 
bigotry, would have the difcretion 
to retire before the laft exceffes, and 
before the intervention of the mili- 
tary. There is abundant reafon to 
fuppofe, that the demolition of the 
Popifh chapels, and probably fome 
part of the mifchief that was done 
to the private houfes of Papitts, 
was chiefly the refult of religious 
bigotry: though after Newgate was 
fet on fire, to give hberty to the 
firft rioters that were apprehended, 
when the ruffians that iffued from 
thence, and from other prifons, 
were added tothe mob, it is mani- 
feft, that a great part of the vio- 
lence and devattation that enfued, 
muft be attributed to thefe new af- 
fociates of the rabble. It may be 
mentioned as one agreeable circum. 
ftance, in the midft of thefe unhap- 
py fcenes, that it was taken notice 
of by foreigners, as a ftriking evi- 
dence of the humanity of the Eng. 
lifh, even in the midit of civil rage 
and tumult, that notwithftanding a 
total ftop was put for fome time to 
all the functions of magiftracy, and 
the exercife of civil government, 
not 
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not a fingle life was loft by the vio- 
lence of the mob, during the con- 
tinuance of the riots, till the inter- 
ference of the military. 

It unfortunately happened, that, 
at this period, the ofhce ot chiet 
magittrate of London was held by 
a man, in no refpect dittinguithed 
by fpirie, or by underftanding ; and 
who afforded a ftriking evidence of 
the ill confequences which muf 
{ometimes arife, trom electing men 
to fuch important offices, without 
regard to any other confideration, 
than that of the property they pof- 
fefs. A fpirited exertion of the 
magittrates, at the commencement 
of thele riots, would have put an 
end to them much fooner; and with 
lets bloodfhed. But the magutrates 
in general, in Weftmintter and 
Southwark as well as in Lendon, 
difcovered little a¢tivity: and even 
the mintitry for fome time were a3 
torpul as. the magiftrates. ‘They 
were at firft chietly attentive to the 
prefervation of their own houfes, 
and of the Royal palace: but they 
at length adopted thote meafures 
which finally tuppretied the riots. 

Some ot the common people pro- 
bably engaged with more readinefs 
in the riots, from the unpopulari- 
tv of the adminiftration, at leatt 
ainong many perfons of that clafs: 
and, perhaps, fo much violence 
amd diiorder could not have hap- 
pened under any adminitration, 
which had been univerfaily refpected 
by the common people. It is alfo 
probable, that a part of the ina¢ti- 
vity ot fome perions, not in the 
offees of magiitracy, with refpect 
to oppoting the progrefs of the ri- 
oters, meht are trom their doubts 
concerming their intentions, and what 
would be the effects of the violences 
they might commit. It was at firtt 


imagined by fome, that the rioters 
would have exerted much of their 
rage againft the houfes or perfons 
of the minifters of ftate: which 
might poilibly reftrain them from 
exerting themfelves againtt them 
with the vigour they otherwife 
would have done. But when it came 
to be a general attack upon all pro- 
perty, and no man was fure that 
he was fafe, there was then a more 
univerfal and earneit defire for the 
fuppreflion of the riots: but this 
was not effected ull after confider- 
able exertions of the military, which 
at length reftored the capital of the 
kingdom to order and tranquillity. 
Such were the alarm and terro; 
that was occafioned by the riots, 
tumults, and devaitations in the me- 
tropolis, that the ardour which had 
appeared for promoting — populai 
meetings and afiociations, and fox 
oppoling the meafures of govern- 
ment, was in a great degree fup- 
pretied. The county meetings were 
reprefented by fome as having a 
tendency, like the Proteftant Aflocia- 
tion, to bring on inturrections and 
rebellion. Many began to confider 
all popular mectings as extremely 
dangerous; and among the com- 
mercial and monied people, there 
was not an inconfiderable number, 
who were fo panie-ftruck by the late 
riots, that all attention to the prin- 
ciples of the conititution was over- 
ruled, by their extreme anxicty 
about the prefervation ot their pro- 
perty. Had it not been for thefe 
events, though the minitier was 
again at the head of a majority in 
parliament, it i$ notwithitanding 
probable, that the fpirit of oppoli- 
tion which prevailed in the different 
counties would have compelled ad- 
miniftration to make fome concel- 
fions to the people. But theie 
trant 
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tranfactions extremely ftrengthened 
the hands of adminiftration, and 


rende 
la 


popul 


r leaders lets formidable. 


red the exertions of the popu- 
The 


ar party were alfo fomewhat 


weakened, by the diffenfions which 


rook 


ty mectings, 


place among them in the coun- 
and aflemblics ot 


that kind, relative to annual parha- 


ments, 


and other political regula. 


tions, Which were propofed to be 


adopt 
Tl 
p tril. 


ed. 2 
ve bufinefs of both houfes of 


unent was almoft entirely ful- 


pended, for more than a fortnight, 
op account of the riots, and the per- 


ton il 
j 
wis 
wy Cli 
with 
whel 
ut J 
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‘ufults offered to the members, 
becaufe Weftminfter, and the 
ues to parliament, were filled 
armed troops. On the day 
1 the riots commenced, the 2d 
une, the Duke of Richmond 
notice of his defign to bring 
bill for annual parliaments, and 


amore equal reprefentation of the 
people in the houfe ot commons. 


He 
to ic 
dual 


no 
is 


moit fincerely withed, he faid, 
e the abufes that had been gra- 
ly, tor nearly a century, creep- 
into government, fometimes 


more flowly, at others with more 


raph 
The 
ing, 


nit 
saa 


1 itrides. corrected or removed. 


conititution was daily impair- 
aiid parliament becoming more 
more corrupt; indeed, mott 


grofsly and flagrantly corrupt. He 


cont 


meu 


ended, that the prefent parlia- 
t was in reality no parliament 


at all, becaufe it was not, as their 


lord 


(hips well knew, a fair and 


equal reprefentation of the pcople. 


He 


whi 


Was a total enemy to the fyilem 
ch prevailed fince the com- 


menceiment of the prefent adminil- 
tration, becaufe it tended to render 


the 


of £overument, 


king’s will the rule and meafure 
Indeed, from the 


very beginning of the prefent reign, 


it } 


iad been the uniform attempt 


and endeavour to form adiinittra- 
tions of the moft motley and hete- 
rogencous kind, to make them up 
of men who had no previous friend- 
fhip, no connexion, no acquaint- 
ance. with each other; and who 
therefore could with the moft per- 
fect eafe, and without the leatt 
difficulty, be difinifled, whenever 
the dovereign fhould think proper. 
No particular abilities were necef- 
fary, nor any other qualification, 
but a readinefs to do whatever was 
commanded, ‘This fyftem was fup- 
ported by corruption, and the in- 
fluence of the crown. The people 
had petitioned for a reduction of 
that influence, and feveral bills had 
been brought in tor that purpofe, 
He thought the moft effectual re- 
medy would be, thortening the du- 
ration of parliaments, rendering 
them annual, if poilible, and to 
caufe every man ia the kingdom, 
of tull age, and not difqualified b 

law, to be reprefented in the houte 
of commons. The bill which he 
propoied, he now only withed to 
have read the firft time, and fhould 
then leave it upon the table, without 
attempting to do any more with it 
during the prefent fetlion, except 
having it printed, that their lord- 
{hips and the public might, during 
the fummer recefs, confider it ful- 
ly, and prepare themielves againft 
the next fethon of parliament, to 
difcufs, and to decide upon it, 
Some little oppofition was made to 
his grace’s propolition; but the 
farther profecution of the bufinefs 
was prevented by the riots, and the 
infults offered to the members, 
which commenced while the duke 
was {peaking in fupport of his mo- 
tion. 

On the roth of the month, his 
majefty came to the houfe of peers, 
and made a fpeech relative to the 
late 
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late riots, in which he informed 
both houfes, that he be — 
obliged, ‘* by every tie of duty an 
affection to his people, to fupprefs, 
in every part, thofe rebellious in- 
furre@ions, and to provide for the 
public fafety, by the moft effectual 
and immediate application of the 
rorce intrufted to him by parlia- 
ment.”” Both houfes of parliament 
prefented addreffes of thanks to his 
majefty on the occafion. But as in 
the fuppreffion of the riots, the mi- 
litary had been commanded to act, 
without waiting for any ofders, or 
authority, from the civil magiftrate, 
the Duke of Richmond fard, that 
he expected fome of his majefty’s 
minifters would rife, and give their 
lordfhips affurances, that the meafures 
taken in order to fupprefs the riots, 
which were defenfible only upon the 
ground of neceffity, would be fo 
ftated; and that what was illegally 
done, on the ground of neceffity, 
would be cured by an a& of in- 
demnity. 

Various other obfervations were 
thrown out relative to the king’s 
prerogative, and military law: up- 
on which Lord Mansfield faid, that 
neither the king’s prerogative, nor 
military law, had any thing to do 
with the conduct of government, in 
their endeavours to quell the late 
outrages. All men, of all ranks, 
defcriptions, and denominations, 
were Sead by their oath of alle- 
giance, to interpofe for the preven- 
tion of acts of high treafon, or felo- 
ny, wherever any attempts to per- 
petrate fuch ‘crimes were made in 
their prefence; and were criminal, 
if they did not do it; fuppofing, as 
muft be underftood, that the ability 
of prevention was within their pow- 
cr, or capacity. 

This, his lordfhip proceeded to 
obferve, was a general duty; an 


uhiverfal obligation that extended 
to all the members of the commu- 
nity. If a man perceived another 
in the aé of pulling down a chapel, 
or place of worthip, or fetiing fire 
to a houft, he not only had a right, 
but it was his duty to endeavour 
to prevent him. If the perpetrato: 
tefifted, fo as to make violence ne- 
ceffary in the prevention, the cir- 
cumtftances wére a futiictent fanction 
and exculpation for the confe- 
quences of fucha Violence, to what- 
ever degree it imght extend. How 
then was it, that this peculiar kind 
of thing called military law, was to 
be confidered as beine eftab-ithed 
from the hate interpofition of the 
foldiery ? What did they do, that 
any man was not bound to do, if 
he had poffeffed the power? No- 
thing. They were fent for to the 
metropolis: that order the king had 
an undoubted right to give as the 
head of his armies. When they 
came, they were ordered to patrole 
the ftreets. In the execution of that 
duty, they found certain men in the 
actual commirlion of felony, and 
therefore were bound, in common 
with all civil men who had the 
power, and no otherwife, to pre- 
vent it. If they had exercifed that 
power in an improper manner they 
would have been amenable to the 
civil law, and not to the military : 
and if any individual of them had 
killed a man, without being juft- 
fied by the offender’s perfeverance 
in the aét of felony, he would have 
been liable to be tried for murder, 
and to have fuffered the laws. In 
the whole of thefe proceedings, 
therefore, the military had not acted 
in their technical capacity as mi- 
litary, but had merely exercifed 
their duty as civil men, which they, 
in common with other civil men, 


had both a right and an obligation 


to 
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to exercife. When a body of men 
were convened, without proceeding 
to the actual perpetration of trea- 
fonable, or felonious acts, then, by 
a claufe in the riot-act, the pre- 
fence of a civil magiitrate was ne- 
ceffary, betore the military could 
interpofe at all: and for this reafon, 
that as no acts of felony were com- 
mitted, they could have no plea in 
their civil character for meddling at 
all. But by the ftatute-law of the 
country, it became felonious m any 
combination of men to perfevere in 
that combination, atter the roit-act 
had been read by a juftice of the 
peace ; and this being done, then, 
and not till then, they had a con- 
ftitutional reafon for their interpo- 
fition; namely, the privilege and 
duty of hindering the commition of 
felony, whenever they had it in 
their power. This being, there- 
fore, the plain voice of the law, 
his lordflup did not fee how any 
prerogative of the king had been 
exerciled, nor how military law 
had been eftablifhed. Nothing had 
been done out of the regular courfe 
of the law, and no power had been 
affumed by the foldiery, which they 
did not poffefs as civil individuals, 
and not in their technical capacity, 
as members of the military. 

The fpeech met with little oppo- 
fition in the houfe of peers, except- 
ing from the Duke of Richmond; 
but without doors it was much can- 
vafled, both in converfation, and 
in news-papers and pamphlets. It 
was admitted, that it foldiers came 
accidentally, as individuals, to any 
place where felonies where commit- 
ting, they might interfere, as well 
as others of the king’s fubjects, in 
the prevention of them. But this 
was a totally different cafe, from 
that of bodies of armed troops being 
feat, under officers commnitlioned by 
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the king, and with orders to act 
againft riotous and diforderly pers 
fons, without any authority trom 
the civil magittrate. It was main. 
tained, that the conftitution of Eng 
land knew no fuch character as a 
mercenary foldier, at the fole will 
of the executive power, Soldiers 
were held to their duty by laws, 
which affected no other part of the 
community: and no foldier, as fuchy 
could be employed in the fervice of 
the conftitution, without a particu. 
lat act of parliament in his favour. 
The idea, that a military man was 
convertible into a foldier, or a citi- 
zen, as royalty might move its 
{ceptre, was a novel idea, and only 
made tor the prefent occafion. Mer- 
cenary armies were underftood to 
confidt of men, who had either de- 
tached themfelves, or been forced 
from civil focieties.. Laws were 
made on thofe fuppolitions, regard- 
ing their liberties and lives, fuch as 
no members of civil fociety could 
fubmit to. Soldicrs were only to- 
lerated by annual bills, and under 
repeated pretences: and the very 
idea of blending them with the 
common fubjects of the ftate, and 
giving perfous of their defcription 
a right of judging on its moft im- 
portant occurrences, would have fill- 
ed our anceitors with horror. The 
laws tolerated an army for certain 
periods, and under certain reftric- 
tions; but there was no law which 
admitted the interference of the mi- 
litary in any of the operations of 
civil government. 

It was acknowledged, that the late 
atrocious riots had rendered an ex- 
traordinary exertion of power abfo- 
lutely neceffary: but it was at the 
fame time contended, that the in- 
terpofition of the army in thofe out- 
rages, without any authority from 
the civil magittrate, was an act of 
pre- 
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rerogative, unconftitutional, and 
illegal, though perfectly feafonable, 
and beneficial. The public fatety 
and benefit might fometimes excutle 
exertions of power, which would be 
injurious and tyrannical on ordinary 
occafions, But the utmoft — care 
fhould be taken, that fuch extraor- 
dinary exertions fhould not be eftab- 
lithed as precedents, which might 
operate very fatally to the confttu- 
tion. An act of indemnity to the 
miniftry, therefore, on account of 
the neceffiry of the cafe, fhould be 
immediately paffed. But if a large 
ftanding army was kept up, and the 
king was underftood to be invefted 
with a power of ordering the troops 
to act difcretionally, whenever he 
fhould judge proper, without any 
authority trom the civil magitrate, 
the people could have no poffible 
fecurity for their liberties. In vain 
might be their appeals to the courts 
of juftice: for the efheacy of ap- 
peals of that kind, in fuch cafes, 
would depend on the pleafure ot 
the prince. 

Many were filled with fimilar ap- 
prehentions, and alarmed at the dan- 
gerous precedent which the late ex- 
ertions of the military afforded, 
however necefflary they might be 
from the very fingular circumitances 
of the cafe. Among others, Su 
George Savile, in an addrefs to his 
conftituents fome time afterwards, 
declared that he confidered them as 
* tully, effectually, and abfolutely 


under the difcretion and power of 


a military force, which was to act 
without waiting for the authority of 
the civil magiltrates.’’ 


A letter written by Lord Amhertt 
to Lieutenant-colonel ‘Twitleton, 
who commanded the troops em- 
ployed in London forthe fuppreffion 
ot the riots, and which was under- 
ftood to be an order for difarming 
the citizens, was much canvaffed in 
both houfes of parliament. The 
letter, however, was denied to have 
fuch a meaning, and was faid to 
be levelled only at diforderly per- 
fons who were found in artis. It 
excited, however, no inconfiderable 
alarm; and was an _ inducement, 
added to the confideration of the late 
riots, to lead a great number of citi- 
zens to provide themfelves with arms, 
and to join in plans of military affo- 
ciation, that they might be enabled 
to protect themfelves and the city 
from violence and outrage, without 
any future interpofition of the mili- 
tarv. 

On the 28th of the month, a bill, 
brought in by Sir George Savile, 
tor preventing perfons profetling the 
Romith religion trom teaching, or 
educating the children of Prote- 
ftants, was pafled by the houtfe of 
commons, but was afterwards re- 
jected by the lords. On the 8th of 
July, the king went to the houfe, 
and, atter a {fpeech from the throne, 
prorogued the parliament: and thus 
ended this long and important fel- 
fion, the debates in which had been 
extremely interefting, and in which 
a very great degree ot knowlege, 
eloquence, and parliamentary abi- 
lity, had been difplayed in both 
houfes. On the firft of September 
following the parliament was dil- 
folved. 
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XX. 


Difficulties of the American Congrefs occafioned by the Depreci _ of their Paper 
Currency. Annive rfary of y ae ‘can Independe nce celebrated at Philad lphia. 
A large Body of French Troops, under ne command of the Count de Rocham- 
beau, "landed at Rhode [fand. Vidlory obtained by Earl Cornwallis over Gene- 
val Gates in South Carolina. Gallantry and Adivity of Lieutenant-Colonel 
Tarleton. Unfuccefiful Expedition into the Ferfevs. Arnold deferts the Service 
of the Congre/’. Executio m of Mayor Andr?, Adjutant General to the li ritifh 


Arm. pe nold made a Bri igadier General in 


ai Addref; lo the Inhab riant 5 of America. 


Royal Qervice, and p' Alift és 
Capture of Mr. Laurens, late Pree 


filent of the Congrefi, and his Commitment to the Tower of Louden. Rupture 


evith Holland. 


T will now be neceffary to turn 

our attention to fome tranfactions 
out of Great Britain, and particu- 
larly in America, the affairs of 
which {till continued to be extremely 
critical. ‘The difficulties of the Con- 
grefs and of the people of America, 
had been greatly increafed by the de- 
preciation of their papercurrency. At 
the time when the Colonies engaged 
in a war with Great Britain, they 
had no regular civil governments 
eitablifhed among them, ot fuflicient 
energy to enforce the collection of 
taxes, or to provide tunds for the 
redemption of fuch bills of credit as 
their neceflities obliged them to iffue 
In confequence of this {tate of things, 
their bills increafed in quantity tar 
beyond the fum neceffary for the 
purpofe of a circulating medium: 
and as they wanted at the fame time 
{pecific funds to reft on for their re- 
demption, they faw their paper cur- 
rency daily fink in iy The de- 
preciation continued, by a kind of 
gradual progretlion, "from the year 
1777 t0.1780: fo that, at the lat- 
ter period, the continental dollars 
were pafled, by common confent, in 
moft parts of Ame rica, at the rate of 
at leaft thirty-nine fortieths below 


their nominal value, ‘The impof- 
1780, 


fibility of keeping up the credit of 
the currency to any fixed ftandard, 

occafioned great and almott anfare 
mountable embarraflments in afcer- 
taining the value of property, or 
carrying on trade with any fuflicient 
certainty. Thofe who fold, and 
thofe who bought, were left without 
a rule whereon to form a judement 
of their profit, or their lofs, and 
every fpecies of commerce or ex- 
change, whether foreign or domef- 
tic, was expofed to numberlefs and 
increafing difficulties. The confe- 
quences of the depreciation of the 
paper currency were alfo felt with pee 
culiar feverity by tuch of the Ames 
ricans as were engaged in their mille 
tary fervices, and greatly augmented 
their other ‘hardfhips. The requifi- 
tions made by the Conerets to he 
feveral colonics for fupplies, we ¢ 
alfo tar from being always regularly 
complied with: and their troops 
were not unfrequently in want of 
the moit common neceiffaries ; which 
naturally occalioned complain’s and 


difcontent among _ n. Some of 


thefe difficulties, efulting from 
their Pen en and fituation, 
perhaps no wifdom could have pre- 
vented: but they feem to have arifen 
in part, from the congrefs not being 

fuffici- 
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fufficiently acquainted with the prin- 
ciples of finance, and from a defect 
of fyftem in the departments of their 

overnment. The caufe of the 
Lowden’ appears alfo to have fut- 
fered fomewhat by their depending 
too much on temporary enliitments. 
But the congrefs endeavoured, w- 
wards the clofe of the year 1750, to 
put their army upon a more perma- 
nent footing, and to give all the 
fitisfaction to their officers and fol- 
diers which their circumitances 
would permit. They appointed a 
committee for arranging their finan- 
ces; and made fome new regula- 
tions refpecting their war-ofhice and 
treafury-board, and other public 
departinents. 

Notwithftanding the difadvantages 


° , ] ‘ 
under which = th Vv laboured, the 


Americans feemed to entertain no 
doubts but that they thould be able 
to maintain the il inde pencency,. 
The 4th ol July vas celebrated this 
year at Philadelphia, with fome 
pomp, as the annis erfary of Ame- 
rican independence. A commence- 
ment for conterring degrees in the 
arts was held the fame day, 1n the 
hall of the univertity there, at which 
the prelident and members of the 
Cony refs attended, and other perfons 
in } iblic ofhces. The Cher alies 
De la Lucerne, miniite: plenip tene- 
tiarv from the French king to the 
L nited States, Was allo preient on 
the oceatien. A charg Was pub- 
licly addrefled by the provott ot the 
univ erfity to the ftudents, Th which 
he faid, that he could not but cone 


“Son that auipicl- 


gratulate them 
ous day, which, amidit the confu- 
. and defo] gery, RY 
hhons and delolations of war, beheld 
learning beginning to revive, and 
animated them with the picafing 
profpect of fleeing the fucred lamp of 
icience burning with a {till bichter 


tlame, and icattering its iavigorating 


rays over the unexplored deferts of 
that extenfive continent; until the 
whole world fliould be involved jp 
the united blaze ot knowledge, li- 
berty, and religion. When he 
firetched his views torward, he faid, 
and furveyed the riling glories 
ot America, the enriching confe- 
quences of their determined rug gle 
for liberty, the extenfive fields of 
intellectual improvement and ufeful 
invention, in fcience and arts, in 
agriculcure and commerce, in reli- 
gion and government, through which 
the unfettered mind would rane 
with increafing delight, in queit ot u 
undi‘covered treaiure, which yet lay 


> 


- 


concealed in the animal, vegetable, 
and mineral kingdoms of that new 
world; orinthe other tertile fources 
O1 knowled: C with Which it ibound- 
ed; his heart fwelled with the pleaf- 
1! proipect, that the fons ot that 
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felves, in the different walks of life, 
by their literary contributions to 
the embeilifhment and increale of 
human happinefs.”’ 

On the roth of July, Monf. Ter- 
nay, with a fleet contifting of feven 
{hips of the line, befides trigat Sy 
and a large body of French troops, 
commanded by the Count de Ro- 
chambeau, arrived at Khode Hland; 
and the following day 60co men were 
landed there. A committce from the 
general affembly of Rhode Itland was 
Appoint d to congratulate the French 
general upon his arrival: where- 
upon he returned an anfwer, in 
Which he informed them, that the 
king, his mafter, had fent him to 
the affiftance of his good and faith- 
ful allies, the United States of Ame- 
rica. At prefent, he faid, he only 
broughtover the vanguard ofa much 
greater force deftined for their aid; 
and the king had ordered him, to 
allure them, that his whole power 
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8 as 
frould be exerted for their fupport. 


He b 


added, that the French troops 


were uncer the atria iC if Giisti Lil : 
and, acting undcl tne orders Br, 
, , 7 sy ee -_ , . Rp 
Generali Wallungton, Would live wita 
the Americans as their brethren, 

A ehnme Was loon aiter tormed, 


ot making a Cc imbined attack, with 
Enghih {hips and troops, under the 
command of Sir Henry Clinton and 
Admiral Arbuthnot, againft the 
French flect and troops at Rhy yde- 
liland. According ly, a contiderable 
part of the troops at New York were 
embarked tor that purpoie. Gene- 
ral Wathington having received in- 
formation of th's, pat fled the North 
River, by a very rapid movement, 
and with an army, increafed to 
12,000 men, proceeded with cele- 
rity towards King’s Bridge, in 
ordet to attack New but 
learning that the Britifh General haa 

his intcntions, and difem- 
barked his troops, on the 31 of t 
month, General VW afhington re- 
crofled the river, and returned to 
his former ttation. 


Su Henry Clin- 


re 
,OrK $ 


cha by . ed 


ton and the Admiral had agreed to 
relinguith their defign of attacking 


the French and Americans at Rhode 


liland, as MNpractie ible tor tlie 
preient. 

An unfuccefsful at 

An untucceisful atte: np was alf 
this time in tl _Textey:, ; 
by General Knyphaufen, with 700 > 


Britith troops under. his command, 


- aue about 


to lurprile the advan ¢ ed poits ot 
General Wath ns ton’s army. They 
proceeced very rapidly toward 


opr igheld, mectlag little opps ofition 
tui they came to the bridge there, 
which was very gallay tly ‘def nded 
by 72 of the continental troops, 


for fifteen minutes, againit the 
, a. | 

Brith army. But they were at 
le NETH Obuged to give up i unequal 


4conteit, with the lof 3 of 37 men. 


Alter fecuring this pafs, the Brith 
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troops marc ~hed into the place, and 
fet fire to moft of the houfes. They 
alfo commitced fome other depreda- 

the Jerteys, but gained no 
laurels there, being obliged to return 


tions in 


about the beginning of July without 
effecting any thing material. 


But in South Carolina the 
ins were attended with more fuc- 
‘ Earl Cornwallis, who com- 
manded the Britifh troops there, ob- 
tained a very fignal victory over 
General Gates, on the 16th of Au- 


royal 


c 1S. 


guilt. The action began at break of 
day, in a fituation very advantage- 
ous for the Britifh troops, but very 


unfavourable to the Americans: The 
latter much more numerous; 
but the ground on which both armies 
flo xd was narrowed by fwam Ips on the 

eht and left, fo that the Americans 
sould not properly avail themielves 
fuperior numbers. There 
feems to have been fome want of 
gene ralfhip in Gates, in fuffering 
himfelf to be furprifed in fo difad- 
Vantayeous a p ition: but this cir- 


were 


ot their 


cunaiitance Was p art! j the cfledt of 
accident: for both armies fet out, 
with a defign of attacking cach 
other, preeiicty at the fame time, 


the preceding evening, and 

met before day-lhght, at 

the place where the action happen- 
’ . } . ies 

Cc I. he attack Was J c DY the 


Britifh troops with great vigour, 
and in a few action was 


t oerner 
( Kihlile 
d 


minutes the 


eeneral along the whole line. It was 
at this time a dead calm, with a 
little hazincfs in the air, which pre- 


ee from rifing, 
a darknefs, that 
fee the effect of 


and well- -lupported fire 


the 
hi 
OCC: ifione ui {o t ick 
it was difhcu It to 
very heavy 


Vel iting 


on both fides. The Britigh troops 
either kept up a conftant fire, or 


made ufe of bayonets, as opportu- 
nities offered; and. : after an obtti- 
nate refiftance daririg thfee quar- 
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ters of an hour, threw the Ameri- 
cans into total confufion, and forced 
them to give way in all quarters. 
The continental troops appear to 
have behaved well, but the militia 
were foon broken, and left the tormer 
to oppofe the whole force of the 
Britith troops. General Gates did 
all in his power to rally the militia, 
but without effeét: the continentals 
retreated in fome order; but the 
rout of the militia was fo great, that 
the Britify cavalry are faid to have 
continued the purfuit of them to 
the diftance of twenty-two miles 
from the place where the action hap- 
pened. The lofs of the Americans 
was very confiderable: about one 
choukaad prifoners were taken, and 
more are faid to have been killed 
and wounded, but the number is 
not very accurately afcertained. 
Seven pieces of brafs cannon, a 
number of colours, and all the am- 
munition waggons of the Americans 
were alfo taken. Of the Britifh 
troops, the killed and wound a- 
mounted to two hundred and thir- 
teen. Among the prifoners taken, 
was Major-gencral Baron de Kalb, 
a Pruffian officer in the American 
fervice, who was mortally wounded, 
having exhibited great gallantry in 
the courfe of the a¢tion, and re- 
ceived eleven wounds. The Britifh 
troops, by which this great victory 
was atchieved, did not much exceed 
two thoufand, while the American 
army is faid to have amounted to 
fix thoufand; of which, however, 
the greateit part was militia. 
Lieutenant colonel Tarleton, who 
had greatly diftinguifhed himfelf in 
this action, was detached the fol- 
lowing day, with fome cavalry and 
Jight infantry, amounting to about 
three hundred and fifty men, to at- 
tack a corps of Americans under ge- 
neral Sumpter. He executed this 
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fervice with great activity and mi- 
litary addrefs. He procured good 
information of Sumpter’s move- 
ments, and by forced and concealed 
marches, came up with, and fur. 
prifed him in the middle of the da 
on the 18th, near the Catawba fords, 
He totally deftroyed, or difperfed, 
his detachment, which confifted of 
feven hundred men, killing one hun- 
dred and fifty on the fpot, and tak- 
ing two pieces of brafs cannon, 
three hundred prifoners, and forty- 
four waggons. 

About this time fome very cruel 
depradations were committed on the 
Americans near Albany, and in the 
neighbourhood of Canada, by de- 
tachments from the royal army, 
joined by parties of Indians and 
American Loyalifts. Many fettle- 
ments were deitroyed, houfes burnt, 
large tracts of country laid wafte, 
and other barbarities commnted; 
which were as contrary te true po- 
licy, as they were to the dictates of 
humanity: for they could anfwer no 
other purpofe but that of increafing 
the calamities occafioned by this un- 
happy war, and augmenting the 
animofity of the Americans againt 
Great Britain. 

Not long after thefe events, 
means were found to detach major- 
general Arnold, who had engaged 
fo ardently in the caufe of America, 
and who had exhibited fo much 
bravery in the fupport of it, from 
the interefts of the Congrefs. Major 
André, adjutant-general to the Brit- 
ifh army, was a principal agent in 
this tranfaction: or, if the overture 
of joining the king’s troops came 
firft from Arnold, this gentleman 
was the perfon employed to concert 
the affair with him. More muft 
have been originally comprehended 
in the fcheme than the mere defer- 
tion of the American caufe by Ar- 
nolds 
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nold: but whatever defigns had been 
formed, for promoting the views of 
the Britifh government, they were 
fruftrated by the apprenfion of 
Mr. André. He was taken in dif- 
guife, and after having affumed a fulfe 
name, on the 23d of September, by 
three American foldiers; to whom 
he offered confiderable rewards, if 
they would have fuffered him to ef- 
cape, but without effect. Several 
papers, written by Arnold, were 
found upon him; and when Arnold 
had learnt that Mr. André was 
feized, he found means to get on 
board a barge, and to efcape to one 
of the king’s thips. General Wafh- 
ington referred the cafe of Major 
André to the examination and deci- 
fion of a board of general officers ; 
confifting of Major-general Green, 
Major-general Lord Sterling, Major- 
general the Marquis de la Fayette, 
Major-genera] the Baron de Sten- 
ben, two other major-generals, and 
eight brigadier-generals. Major 
André was examined before them, 
and the particulars of his cafe in- 
quired into; and they reported to 
the American commander in chief, 
that Mr. André came on fhore trom 
the Vulture floop of war in the 
night, on an interview with Gene- 
ral Arnold, in a private and fecret 
manner; that he changed his drefs 
within the American lines, and un- 
der a feigned name, and in a dif- 
guifed habit paffed the American 
works at Stoney and Verplank’s 
points, on the evening of the 22d 
otf September; that he was taken 
on the morning of the 23d, at Tar- 
ry-town, he being then on his way 
for New York; and that, when 
taken, he had in his poffeflion feve- 
ral papers, which contained intel- 
ligence for the enemy. They, there- 
for, determined, that he ought 
te be confidered as a fpy from the 























































HISTORY. 8 
enemy; and, that agreeable to the 
law and ufage of nations, he oughe 
to fuffer death. Sir Henry Clinton 
Licutenant-general Robertfon, an 
the late American General Arnold, 
all wrote preffing letters to General 
Wafhington on the occafion, in order 
to prevent the decifion of the Board 
of General officers from being put 
in force. But their applications 
were ineffectual. Major André was 
hanged at Tappan, in the province 
of New York, on the 2d of Oéto- 
ber. He met his fate with great 
firmnefs; but appeared fomewhat 
hurt, that he was not allowed a 
more military death, for which he 
had folicited. He was a gentleman 
of very amiable qualities, had a 
tafte for literature and the fine arts, 
and poffeffed many accomplifhments. 
His death, therefore, was regretted 
even by his enemies; and the feve- 
rity of the determination concern- 
ing him was much exclaimed againft 
in Great Britain, It was however, 
generally acknowledged by impar- 
tial perfons, that there was nothing 
in the execution of this unfortunate 
gentleman, but what was perfectly 
confonant to the rules of war. 
Arnold was made a_ Brigadier- 
general in the king’s fervice; and 
publifhed an addrefs to the inhabi- 
tants of America, dated from New 
York, Otober 7, in which he en- 
deavoured to juttify his defertion of 
their caufe. He faid, that when 
he firft engaged in it, he conceived 
the rights of his country to be in 
danger, and that duty and honour 
called him to her defence. A re- 
drefs of grievances was his only aim 
and objeét; and, therefore, he ac- 
uiefced unwillingly in the declara- 
tion of er aoe. = So becaufe he 
thought it precipitate. But what 
now induced him to defert their 
caufe, was the difguft he had con- 
4 ceived 
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ceived at the French alliance, and 
at the refufal of Congrefs to com- 
ply with. the, laft terms offered by 
Great Britain, which he thought 
equal to all their expectations, and 
to all their withes. 

The Americans, however, ac- 
counted for the conduéct of Arnold 
jn a different manner. They alleg- 
ed, that he had fo involv ed himielf 
in debts and difficulties, by his ex- 
travagant manner of living in Ame- 
rica, that he had rendered it very 
inconvenient for him to continue 
there; that atter the evacuation ot 
Philadelphia by the Britifli troops, 
Arnold, being inveited with the 
command in that city, had made 
the houfe of Mr. Penn, which was 
the beit in the city, his head- quar- 
ters. This he had furnifhed in an 
elegant and expenfive manner, and 
lived in a ftyle far beyond his in- 
come. It was manitelt, they iaid, 
that he covld at firit have no great 
averfion to the French alliance, be- 
caufe that when Monf. Gerard, mi- 
nifter plenipotentiary trom the court 
of France, arrived at Philadelphia, in 
July, 1778, General Arnold early 
and ecarneitly folicited that minitter, 
with his whole fuite, to take apart- 
ments, and bed and board at his 
houie, until a proper houle could 
be provided by the order ot the 
congrefs. ‘This offer Monf. Gerard 
accepted, and continued with him 
fome weeks. The French minifter 
refid -d upwards of for urteen months 
in Philadelphia; during which time 
General Am ld kept ‘up the moit 
friendly and intimate acg Uaintance 
with him, and there was a conti- 
nued interchange of dinners, balls, 
routes, and concerts: fo that Mont. 
Gerard mutt have believed, that in 
General Arnold he had found, and 
lett one of the warmeft friends the 
court of France had in America, 


He was alfo one of the firf in con. 
gratulating the Chevalier la Ly- 
zerne, the fecond French minitter. 
About this time complaints and ac- 
cufations were exhibited a; gaint him 
by the government of Ph iladelphia, 
for divers mal-practices; a mong 
which charges were the appropri: tien 
of goods and merchandize to his own 
ufe, which he had feized as Britifh 
property in Philadelphia, in July, 
1775. It was determined by a 
court-martial, that his conduct was 
highly reprehenfible ; but he was 
indulgently treated, and was, there- 
fore only reprimanded by the com- 
mander in chief, General \ \ aflung- 
ton. It was in thefe psd 
the Americans faid, bankrupted in 
reputation and fortune, loaded with 
debts, and having a growing and ex- 
penlive family, that General Arnold 
firit turned his thoughts towards 
joining the royal arms. 

Atter the deieat of General Gates 
by Earl Cornwallis, that nobleman 
exerted himfelf to the utmott in ex- 
tending the progrefs of the Brith 
arms, and with contiderable effect. 
But one enterprize, which was con- 
duc ted by Ay ay! rr Fergufo: , proved 
unfuccefstul. That ottice r had taken 
abundant pains to difetpiine tome ot 
the Tory militia, as they were term- 
ed; and with a party of thefe, and 
fome Britith troops, amounting in 
the whole to about 1400 men, made 
incurfioas into the country. But 
on the 7th ot October, he was at- 
tacked by a fuperior body of Ame- 
ricans, at a ‘Pi ice called King’ Se 
mountain, and totally defeated. One 
hundred and fifty were killed in the 
action, and 8:10 made prifon ers, of 
which 150 were wounded. fitteea 
hundred ftands of arms alfo fell 
into the hands of the Americans, 
whofe lofs was inconfiderable. But 
the following month Licutenant- 
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“month of Auguft, 1778; that 


inftructions and powers had been 
given by them, tor the purpofe 
of entering into a treaty of indif- 
foluble friendfhip with the faid 
rebels, natural fubjects of a fo- 
vereign to whom the Republic 
was joined by the ftrictett tics of 
friendthip.”’ His Britannic majetty, 
therefore, required that {o irregular 
a conduct might be formally dif 
avowed; and alfo intiftéd “‘on {peed , 


ee 
“ 
ce 
a) 
<< 
2) 
é 


“ec 


** fatisfaction, adequate to the of- 
* fence, and the exemplary pu- 
** nifhment of the penfionary Van 
** Berkel and his accomplices, as 
** difturbers of the public peice, and 
és 


violators of the rights of nations.” 
The States-General not giving an 
immediate anfwer to this memorial, 
the demand contained in it was 
prefled by the Britifh ambaffador in 
repeated conferences, and in a fe- 
cond memorial. Their recorder 
was then directed to wait on him, 
and to inform him, that his memo- 
rial had been taken ad referendum by 
the deputies of the refpective pro- 
vinces, according to the received 
cuftom and conttitution of govern- 
ment; and that they would endea- 
vour to frame an antwer to his me- 
morial, as foon as the conttitution of 
their government would permit. 
This gave fo little fagistaction to the 
Britith court, that their ambaflador 
was ordered to withdraw from the 
Hague, and a declaration of hofti- 
lities againft Holland was publiflied 
on the 20th of December. Betore 
the departure of Count Welderen, 
the Dutch ambafflador, from Lon- 
don, he wrote a letter, containing 
lome 


propofitions, to lord Store 
mont, feerctary of ftate: but the 
letier wa returned unopened, at 
which the Dutch minifter expreffed 


much furprize. But he was ane 
fwered, that all connection between 


the 











-_—— 




















































184 BRITISH, &e. 


the two nations was broken off by 
the aggreffion of Holland, and that 
he was no longer confidered as the 
minifter of a friendly power. 

The manifeito which was pub- 
lithed by the Britifh court againtt 
Holland, was generally applauded 
as a fpirited performance, and the 
greater part of the nation feemed to 
approve of the conduct of govern- 
ment on this occafion, and to think 
that the behaviour of the Dutch, at 
the prefent crifis, rendered hoftili- 
ties juttifiable and neceflary. But 
there were many who thoughts, that 
a war with Holland was an evil of 
too great a magnitude to be haftily 
refolved on, and efpecially at a time 
when Great Britain had already fo 
many enemies to contend with: 


who confidered the injury and the 
diminution which the Englifh com. 
merce mulft fuftain trom a rupture 
with Holland; who regretted the 
lois of that ally, who ot all others 
had the moft reafon to with for our 
prefervation; who thought, that 
fuflicient allowance had not been 
made for that flownefs of delibera- 
tion which naturally prevails in the 
councils of the Republic, from the 
very conftitution oft ; and that the 
conduct of the Brtith miniftry, in 
this tranfaction, had not been cha- 
racterifed by that wifdom and mode- 
ration, which feemed to be indifpen- 
fably requifite in the prefent very 
critical and dangerous fituation of 
the affairs of Great Britain. 
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PRINCIPAL OCCURRENCES 


In the Year 1780. 


JANUARY. 


ft. HIS day, being New- 

year’s day, there was a 
great court at St. Tadies's, and the 
poet-laureat’s ode was performed as 


ufual, 
Admiralty-offce, Jen. 3. 

Captain Marthal, of his majefty’s 
fhip Emerald, arrived late laft night 
from capt. Fielding, with an ac 
count of his having fallen in with a 
fleet of Dutch merchant fhips, un- 
der convoy of the admiral count By- 
land, with a fquadron of five fhips 
and frigates of war. 

Capt. Fielding defired permiffion 
to vifit the merchant fhips, which 
was refufed. Upon fending his 
boats to vifit them, they were fired 
at; upon which he fired a fhot a- 
head of the Dutch admiral, who re- 
turned a broadfide; captain Field- 
ing did the like; and thenthe Dutch 
immediately ftruck their colours.— 
Such of the merchant fhips as have 
naval ftores on board were ftopped, 
and the Dutch admiral was told, 
that he was at liberty to hoift his 
colours, and profecute his voyage. 
He accepted the former and ialut- 
ed, but declined the latter, and is 
coming with the thips that were 
— his convoy at Spithead, Lond, 

ax 
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6. After the lévee yefterday, a 
council was held, and his excellency 
count Welderen, the Dutch envoy, 
had a private audience of his ma- 
jefty, relative to the late capture of 
the Dutch fhips laden with naval 
ftores to France, and their convoy, 
intercepted by the ficet under com- 
modore Fielding. 

This morning a fire broke out 
at the houfe of Mr. Evans, a chand- 
ler’s fhop, in Great Wild Street, 
Lincoln’s-Inn-Fields, which in a 
fhort time burnt that and two ad- 
joining houfes, and damaged fome 
others. Mr, Evans, and four per- 
fons befides, unhappily perifhed in 
the flames, 

8. Yefterday, purfuant to the 
advertifement of the fheriffs, a nu- 
merous and moft refpectable affem- 
bly of the nobility, gentlemen, 
clergy, and freeholders of the 
county of Middlefex, met in the 
Affembly Room at Hackney; Mr. 
alderman ‘Townfend having taken 
the chair, George Byng, Efy. read 
a petition to parliament, exaétly 
conformable to that ofthe county of 
York, complaining of the expendi- 
ture of the public money, and pray- 
ing aretrenchment in all fuperfluous 
articles, and the abolition of pen- 
fions for doing nothing. It was 
agreed that the petition fhould be 
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(2) PRINCIPAL 


prefented to parliament on the 11th 
of April, by the chairman of the 
meeting. A committee of fifty- 
three was appointed, and the county 
meeting adjourned to Friday the 
2gth inftant. 
Admivalty-office, Fan. 10, 1780. 
Captain Clerke, of his majefty’s 
floop the Refolution, in a letter to 
Mr. Stephens, dated the 8th .of 
une, 1779, in the harbour of St. 
Peres and St. Paul, Kampfchatka, 
which was received yefterday, gives 
the melancholy account of the cele- 
brated capt. Cooke, late commander 
of that floop, with four of his pri- 
vate mariners, having been killed 
on the 14th of February laft at the 
ifland of O’why’he, one of a group 
of new-difcovered iflands, in the 
22d degtee of north latitude, in an 
affray with a num¢rous and tumul- 
uous body of the natives, 


Captain Clerke adds, that he had” 


received every friendly fipply from 
the Ruffian governme: and that 
as the companics of the Xefolution 
and Kher confort the Difcovery were 
in perfect health, and the two “oops 
had twelve moriths ftores and » ‘OVi- 
fions on board, he was preparimy to 
make another attempt to explore « 
northern paflage to kurope. 

13. The following interefting affair 
nds been the topic of converfation 
in almoft every part of Europe. 

One John ‘Michael Arnold, a 
niiller, had bought the leafe of a 
mill belonging to the eftate of count 
Schmettau, ot Pommerzig, fituat- 
ed in the New Marche of Branden- 
burgh, near the city of Cuftrin, and 
known in that province under the 
name of the Pommertziger Kerb’s 
Mill. This mill, at the me when 
Mr. Arnold bought the leafe of it, 
wus pientfully fupplied with water 


by a rivulet which empties irfelf 


mato the river Warta. During fix 
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years Mr. Arnold had made various 
improvements in the faid mill, and 
by means of his labour and induftry 
had been enabled to pay his rent re- 
gularly, and to acquire a fu Ticiency 
for the maintenance of his family, 
At the end ofthat period, about four 
years ago, the proprietor of the faid 
mill retolved to enlarge a fith-pond 
contigyous to his feat, and caufed a 
canal to be cut from the faid rivuler, 
at afmall diftance above the mill, 
to fupply his fifh-pond with water. 
By thefe means the current of the 
ftream was lIeflened, and the quan- 
tity of water fo niuch diminifhed, 
that the mill could no longer do the 
ufual work. 

The miller’ had forefeen the 

vent, and from the beginning had 
remonftrated"againft the cutting of 
the canal. But his remonttrances, as 
well as his. folicitations for cancell- 
ing the leafe, proving in vain, he 
was at laft forced to feek redrefs in a 
court of judicature at Cuftrin, to 
whofe cognizance the affair belong- 
ed; but his lord being a man of 
fortune and confequence in that pro- 
vince, foon found means to fruftrate 
his endeavours. He continued to 
enlarge his fifh-pond, fo that the 
miller, inftead of obtaining redrefs, 
tound his water daily decreafing to 
fuch a degree, that at laft he could 
only work during two or three weeks 
in fpring, and about as many in the 
latter part of the year. 

Under thefe circumftances, the 
miller could no longer ‘procure his 
livetihood, and pay his rent, and 
confequently became indebted to his 
lord tor a confiderable fum. The 
latter, in order to obtain his rent, 
entered a fuit againft him in the 
fame court of law at Cuftrin, which 
had before refufed relief to the 
miller, and foon obtained a fen- 
lence agamit the miller’s ettects, 
which 
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which fentence being approved of 
and ratified in the high court of ap+ 
peals at Berlin, were put into execu- 
tion. The miller’s leafe, utenfils, 
oods, and chattels, were feized and 
fold, in order to pay the arrears of 
rent, and the expences of a mott 
iniquitous law-funit ; and thus poor 
Armold and his family were re- 
duced to want and wretchednefs. 

A glaring injuftice of that kind 
could not pafs unnoticed by fome 
friends to humanity, who well 
knew the benevolent and equitable 
intentions of their fovereign. They 
advifed and affified the miller to lav 
his cafe before the king. His ma- 
iefty, ftruck with the fimplicity of 
the narrative, and the injuftice that 
had apparently been committed, re- 
folved to enquire minutely into this 
affair, and if the miller’s aifertions 
were founded in truth, to punifhy, 
in an exemplary manner, the au- 
thors and promoters of fuch an un- 
juit fentence. 

' The king accordingly made in- 
quiries, and the informations he 
received corroborated the miller’s 
narrative. His majefty afterwards 
ordered the regifter of his high 
court of appeals, as alfo all the me- 
morials and pleadings of the faid law- 
fuit to be laid before him, which he 
reviled himfelf, affifted by an emi- 
nent lawyer; and that nothing 
might be wanting, his majefty fent 
a perfon of confidence to Cuttrin, 
with orders to furvey the faid mill, 
the rivulet, and the new canal, as 
alfo to enquire into the miller’s cha- 
racter, his former fituation in iife, 
the true caufe of his failure, and all 
other circumftances attending this 
affair. And after being fully con- 
vinced, as well from the ré port of 
the faid commit ner, as alfo from 
the papers laid before him, that the 
fenicace againit the -faid miller Ar- 
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nold was an act of the moft fingular 
injuftice and oppreffion, his majefty 
immediately dictated and figned his 
refolutions thereupon. 

On the nexc day the king ordered 
his high chancellor, Baron Furot, as 
allo Meff. Chrift. Eman. Friedell, 
Henry Lewis Graun, and . John 
Lewis Ranfleben, the three coun- 
fellors learned in law, who, toge- 
ther with the chancellor had fign- 
ed and approved the faid fentence, 
into his cabinet, and on their ar- 
rival his majefty put the following 
queftions to them: 

Queftion I. When a lord takes 
from a peafant who rents a piece of 
ground under him, his waggon, 
horfe, plough, and other utenfils, 
by which he earns his living, and 
is thereby prevented from paying 
his rent, can a fentence of diftrets 
be in juftice pronounced upon that 
peafant ? 

They all anfwered in the neva- 
tive. 

Queftion II. Can a like fentence 
be pronounced upon a miller for 
non-payment of rent for a mill, 
after the water, which ufed to turn 
his mill, is wiltally taken from him 
by the proprietor of the mill ? 

They alfo aniwered in the nega- 
tive. 

Then, faid the king, you have 
) ourtelve:s acknowledged the injuftice 
you have committed.—Here 1s the 
cafe:—A nobleman, in order to 
enlarge his fifh-pond, has caufed a 
canal to be cut to receive more wa- 
ter froma rivulet which ufed to turn 
amill, By thefe means the miller 
loft his water, and could not work 
his mill above a fortnight in fpring, 
and about as many days in autumn. 
Notwithttanding which it is expected 
that he fhall pay his rent as before, 
when his mill was plentifully fupplied 
with water; but as that was out of 
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his power, from the impoffibility of 
puriuing his trade, the court of jul- 
tice at Cuftrin decreed, that the 
miller’s effects, goods, and chattels, 
fhould be fold to pay the arrears of 
rent; which fentence being fent to 
the high court of appeals here, 1s 
confirmed and figned by you, and 
has fince been executed. 

Here the king ordered the fen- 
tence, with their refpective figna- 
tures, to be laid before them, and 
afterwards commanded his private 
fecretary to read the refolutions 
which his majefty had dictated to 
him, and figned itera and which 
are as follow: 

“The fentence decreed aguintt 
the miller Arnold, of the ates 
mertziger Kerb’s Mill, in the New 
Marche of Brandenburgh, being 
an act of the mof fingular injuf- 
tice, and entirely oppofite to the 
paternal intentions of his majetty, 
whofe defire it is that impartial juf- 
tice be f{peedily adminiftered to all 
his fubjects, whether rich or poor, 
without any regard to their rank or 
perfons; his majefty, in order to 
prevent fimilar iniquities for the fu- 
ture, is refolved to punifh, in an 
exemplary manner, the authors of 
that unjuit fentence, and to eftablifh 
an cxample for the future conduct 
of judges and magiftrates in his do- 
minions. For they all are to confi- 
der, that the meanefl peafant, nay 
even the beggar, is a man as well as 
the king, = confequently equally 
intitled to impartial juftice, efpeci- 
ally, as in the prefence of jutftice all 
are equal, whether it be a prince 
who brings a complaint againf a 
peafant, or a peafant who prefers 
one againit a prince; in fimilar 
cafes juitice fhould act uniformly, 
without any retrofpect to rank or 
perion. This ought to be an uni- 
verlal rule for the conduct of judges; 
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and if the courts of law in his maief. 
ie dominions fhould ever deviate 
rom this principle of equity, they 
may depend upon being feverely 
punifhed: for an unjuit magiftrate, 
or a court of law, guilty of wrong, 
and fubfervient to oppreflion, are 
more dangerous than a band of 
robbers, againft whom any man 
may be on his guard; but bad men 
entrufted with authority, who, under 
the cloak of juftice, practife their 
iniquitics, are not fo eafily guarded 
againft; they are the wort of 
villains, and deferve double punifh- 
ment. 

*“* The king, at the fame time, 
hereby fignifies to all his courts of 
law, that he has appointed a new 
high chancellor, and that his majef- 
ty will be very exact for the future, 
in the examination of his, and of 
their proceedings. They are, more- 
over, hereby ftrictly commanded, 

* I. To bring all law-fuits to the 
{fpeedieft conclution. 

** 11. Carefully to obferve that the 
facred name of juitice may never be 
profaned by any acts otf oppreflion 
and injuftice. And 

“11I. To aét with the moft ab- 
folute impartiality towards every 
one, Whether prince or peafant, 
without the leaft regard to fituation 
in lite. 

** And in cafe his majefty fhould 
find their proceedings in any ways 
contrary to the above orders, they 
may depend upon a rigorous pu- 
nifhment: the prefident, as well as 
the refpective judges and counfellors, 
who fhall be found guilty of, or ac- 
ceflary to, any fentence directly op- 
pofite to the fundamental principles 
of juftice, Whereoft all the courts 
of law in all his majefty’s dominions 
are to take notice. 

(Signed) FREDERIC.” 
berlin, Deve 11, 1779 hilite 
5 i\© 
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After the reading of the above, 
the king told the high chancellor 
that he had no farther occafion for 
his fervices, and ordered them all 
to withdraw, and the three counfel- 
lors, Friedel, Graun, and Rantfle- 
ben to be taken into cuftody. He 
alfo fent immediate orders to Cuf- 
trin, for the prefident, judges, and 
counfellors, who had decreed the 
unjuft fentence in the firft inftance, 
to be arrefted; and afterwards no- 
minated a commiffion, under the 
direétion of Baron de Zedltz, mi- 
nifter of ftate, to procced againft 
them all according to law, 

His majefty, in confideration of 
the faid injubice has prefented the 
miller Arnold with the fum of 1500 
rixdollars. He alfo ordered that a 
fum, equal to that produced by the 
fale of the miller’s effects, be ftop- 
ped and paid to him from the fala- 
ries due to the refpective judges, 
&c. who had any .fhare in that un- 
jut fentence; and has, moreover, 
condemned the proprietor of the 
mill to reimburfe to the miller all 
the rent he had received, from the 
time when he firft opened the canal. 

14. The feffions ended at the 
Old-Bailey, when the following 
perfons received fentence of death, 
viz, John Franque, alias Franks, 
tor a burglary; John M‘Carmick, 
for ftealing, in the dwelling-houfe of 
Anne Crucius, where he was fer- 
vant, 120], 17s. two fnuff-boxes 
mounted in gold, and other things; 
Robert Hughes, for a burglary; 
John Kenteby, for robbing William 
Smith on the high-way; John Ben 
field, William Turley, and Mary 
Williams, for coining and counter- 
feiting fillings, {ix-pences, and half- 
crowns. 

16. We hear from Peebles, in 
Scotland, that on Saturday fe’nnight, 
being the firft day of the year, fix 
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old men who live in the old town of 
Peebles, whofe ages exceed 628 
years, met and made merry with 
each other. What makes this the 
more remaikable is, that they all 
live within 46 yards diftance of 
each other; and that four of them, 
though above 86 years old, {till 
earn their own livelihood; and one, 
whofe wife was alfo prefent, has 
been married to her upwards of 5 
years; another had his eldeft fon 
with him, who is 63 years of age. 

ig. A court of alderman was 
held at Guildhall, when Mr. 
Thorp, one of the Common-Coun- 
cil ot the Ward of Aldgate, pre- 
fented a letter from Mr. alderman 
Lee, defiring to furrender the of- 
fice of alderman of the faid Ward, 
The court accordingly accepted of 
the faid refignation, it being under- 
ftood, that the alderman had en- 
gaged in the fervice of the Cone 
grefs. 

The following malefactors were 
executed at Tyburn, viz. Hugh 
Mulvey, John Wiley, John ‘\ ood- 
more, John Howell, and William 
Kent. 

21. A wardmote was held for the 
election of an alderman for Aldgate 
Ward, in the room of William 
Efq. when William Burnell, Eig. 
one of the late fherifis, was chofen 
without oppofition, 

The king’s proclamation, fetting 
forth, that for the future all foreign 
{hips taken carrying to and affifting 
the enemies of Great Britain with 
warlike-ftores or goods of any kind, 
fhould be deemed legal prizes, and 
the fhip or fhips and cargoes fhould 
be fold for the benefit of thole who 
took them, was read at the Royal 
Exchange gate by Mr. Bifhop, the 
common-cryer, aflifted by the pro« 
per officers, 
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Ad miralty-oftce, Jan, 21. 

Rear-admiral Parker, commander 
in chief of his majeity’s fhips at the 
Leeward Iflands, in his letter to Mr. 
Stephens, dated at Barbadoes the 
r6th of O&ober laft, has tranfmitted 
a lift of feveral prizes that had been 
taken by the iseiton under his 
command. And Captain Kecler of 
the Adteon, (one of the rear-admi- 
ral’s fquadron) in a letter to Mr. 
Stephens, dated at St. Lucia, the 
2oth of October, relates, that being 
afew days before, with the Corn- 
wall, on a cruize off the ifland of 
Martinique, they faw two fail, the 
one in chafe of the other, the latter 
of which, by fignal from the for- 
mer, was known to be an enemy ; 
that they ftood athwart her in or- 
der tocut her off trom the ifland ; 
and that foon afterwards fhe ttruck 
to the Proferpine of 18 guns, (the 
frigate that was in purtuit of her) 
and proved to be the Alcmene, one 
of count d’Eftaing’s fquadron, of 
30 guns and 220 men, without a gun 
being fired on either fide. 

Admiralty-office, fan. 22. 

Rear-admiral Gambier, in his 
letter to Mr. Stephens, dated at 
Plymouth, the 19th inftant, gives 
aim account of the arrival of Mr. 
William Jones, mafter’s mate of 
the Pearl, in the Amifta Spanifh 
prize, by whom he learns, that on 
the 7th initant Admiral Sir George 
Rodney, with the fleet under his 
command, in latitude 42° g! lon- 

itude 13° 2S’ fell in with a Span- 
ith fleet of nineteen tranfports from 
Bilboa bound to Cadix, laden with 
provifions and naval ftores, under 
convoy of a 64 gun fhip and five 
frigates ; the whole of which, ex- 
cepting one traniport, he took; 
that the veflel which he has brought 
in has cable of 24° inches, and all 
iorts ol cordage vn board ; and that 
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the frigates alfo are chiefly laden 

with cordage. 

Eatrad of a Letter from Captain 
Goodall, of his majefy’s fhip 
Valiant, to Mr. Stephens, dated 
at St. Helen’ s, Fan. 19. 

The Seaford arrived here lat 
night, and brought in with her the 
two following Dutch galliots, bur- 
then about one hundred and eighty 
tons each, firft from Hamburgh, 
and laft from the Texel, for Brett. 

De Jaffrow Anna, Garben Ages 
mailer, laden with fhips’ knees, 
ftandards, &c. and 15886lb. of 
copper in fheets, for fheathing. 

Le Vrow Catherine, Peter Han- 
fen, matter, from the fame to 
Brett, and with a fimilar cargo. 
They are both fent into Spithead, 
Gaz. 

26. In the general affembly of 
Penfylvanja, held at Philadelphia 
the 23d of September laft, it was 
agreed, that the claims made by the 
proprietors of that province, to the 
whole of the foil contained within 
the charter, together with the refer- 
vation of quit-rents, purchafe-mo- 
ney, &c. being no longer confiftent 
with the fafety of the common- 
wealth; the aflembly therefore, as 
reprefentatives of the province, re- 
fumed the fame, under certain re- 
ftriftions and provifoes, to them- 
felves; granting, however, to the 
Penn family, the fum of 130,000l. 
fterling, to be paid by different in- 
ftallments, of not lefs than 15,000l. 
a-year, nor mare than 20,0001. the 
firit payment to be made at the ex- 
piration of one year, after the ter- 
mination of the prefent war. 
Extra® of a Letter from Vienna, 

Dec. 18. i; 

** Amongft all the curiofities of 
this great metropolis, I know none 
that has given me more pleafure than 
the converfing with Mctaitatio, the 
great 
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great compofer of Italian Operas, 
who was almoft the only genius who 
could reconcile found to fenfe, and 
revived the idea of the ancient 
Greek drama and its choruffes in 
the moft effeminate of public exhi- 
bitions. He is now near ninety 
years of age, but has all the viva. 
city’ of youth; he is the life and 
foul of ‘every company he vifits; 
he is gay, talkative, pleafant and 
agreeable. By his countenance, fo 
little an impreffion has time made 
upon it, you would not imagine 
that he was arrived at his fitneth 
year. Happy in himfelf, he en- 
deavours to make others fo; in 
{hort, he is the moft extraordinary, 
as well as the moft amiable of men.”’ 
Extra of a Letter from the Madrid 
Gazetie, Devs 31. 

“ A courier extraordinary is ar- 
rived from Ferrol with accounts, 
that on the 21it.of this month his 
majefty’s frigate the Cortes arrived 
there from the Havannah, from 
whence fhe failed on the 15th of 
November with difpatches for the 
king, &c. On board this frigate 
came Don Jofeph Valliere, who 
brings with him, from New Or- 
Jeans, feveral ftandards and other 
trophies taken from the Englith by 
an expedition happily conceived and 
executed by Don Barnard de Galvez, 
governor of Louiliana, againit the 
eftablifhments and forts pofleffed by 
the Englifh on the borders of the 
Miffiippi, in which he took three 
forts, and made a vaft number of 
prifoners. ‘The king has received 
the particulars of this affair, by 
which it appears, that the governor 
of Louifiana, as feon as he heard of 
the rupture with England, formed 
a defign of undertaking fome enter- 
prize againft the enemy’s citablith- 
ments in this neighbourhood, and 
accordingly affembled all the troops 
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he could, both regular, recruits, 
militia, Mulattoes, and Indians, of 
all which together he raifed a body 
of 1427; but a forced march and 
ficknefs had reduced his army one- 
third before he reached an Englifh 
fort, called Manchack, which how- 
ever he took by affault; he then 
proceeded to Baton Rouge, which 
was pretty well fortified, and gar- 
rifoned with 400 troops, befides 100 
inhabitants armed. Finding he could 
not take it by affault, he refolved 
to befiege it, and on the 21 of 
September opened a battery, which 
in three hours and half fo damaged 
the fort, that the Englifh governor 
defired to capitulate, to which Don 
Galvez confented, upon condition 
of the garrifon becoming prifoners 
of war, and at the fame time that 
the fort of Panmure, in the country 
of the Natches, fhould be given 
up. The Englith having fubmitted, 
the garrifon marched out of the fort 
with the honours of war, and at 
502 paces diftant laid down their 
arms, and delivered their colours to 
a detachment of our troops; the 
number of prifoners in all amounts 
to 550, including 28 officers. We 
alfo took eight barks laden with 
provifions, and upwards of so ma- 
riners, befides the three forts, with 
all their artillery, ammunition, pro- 
vifion, &c.”’ 


FEBRUARY. 


2. Yefterday the inhabitants of 
Weftminfter, to the number of 
ooo, met in Weftminfter. hall, pur- 
fais to public advertifement, -to 
agree on a petition to parliament, 
to controu! the fhameful watte of 
the public money, &c 

ihe hon. Charles Fox being call- 


ed to the chair, Mr. Sawbridge 
made a warm fpeech, intimating, 
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that the complaints of the people 
were well-grounded, and reprefent- 
ed the neceflity there was for the 
prefeoting a petition fimilar to that 
of York, which was agreed to in 
that county on the 30th of Decem- 
ber laft. It was then read by the 
chairman, and carried without onc 
diffenting hand, 

Mr. Wilkes came forward, and 
{tated the fhameful abufe of public 
money; faid, we had been promifed 
a navy fuperior to that of France 
and Spain; but it was not long 
fince it had been inferior to that of 
France only. He faid a number of 
pointed things againft the perfons in 
power, and expreffed his happinels 
at that fpirit of affociation, which, 
at this period, pervades the king- 
dom, 

A motion was then made, that a 
committee fhould be appointed to 
correfpond with the other commit- 
tees through the kingdom; and the 
duke of Portland, the earls Egre- 
mont and Temple, the lords John 
and George Cavendifh, the hon. 
"Thomas 5 tha cay Meffrs. Saw- 
bridge and Wilkes, and about ninety 
other noblemen and gentlemen, 
were appointed of the committee. 

Dr. Jebb then exprefled his ap- 

robation of the meafures adopted 
“ the meeting in a very fpirited 
harangue; he lamented the many 
ill confequences that daily arofe to 
the city of Weftminiter, by being 
reprefented by a gentleman, who 
had fearcely ever been in England 
fince his eleétion; and by another, 
who confidered himfelf as. a repre- 
fentative of a certain noble peer, 
and not the reprefenrative of the 
electors: and as a reformation was 
begun, he thought that the elec- 
tron of proper reprefentatives a very 
effential point to be attended to; he 
therefore begged leave to recom- 





[February, 


mend the worthy chairman, Mr, 
Fox, on whofe parliamentary con. 
duc he paffed the higheft encomi- 
ums, as the moft proper perfon to 
reprefent the city of Weftininfter in 
parliament, This was feconded by 
lord John Cavendifh, and fupport- 
ed by Mr, Wilkes and Mr. Turner, 
and, being put to the vote, was 
unanimoully carried. 

3. Yefterday came on at Lincoln’s 
Inn Hall, before the lord-chancel. 
lor and the lord chief-juftice, the 
important hearing of an informa- 
tion brought by the attorney-gene- 
ral againitt-a Mr. Reilly, an Up- 
holfterer, for fuing out a writ againf 
Mr. Pizzoni, the late refident from 
the republic of Venice; Mr. Gap- 
per, an attorney, for having figned 
it; and Mr. Cowdron, a fheriff’s 
officer, for having executed it, at 
atime that Pizzoni was entitled to 
the privileges of an ambaffador. 
The counfel for the crown, to pro- 
tect the right of ambaffadors in this 
country, were the attorney and 
folicitor-general; for the defend- 
ants, Mr, Mansfield, Mr. Howarth, 
Mr. Mingay, and Mr. Stackpole, 
Before the caufe was entered into, 
the court informed the defendants, 
that the proceedings of the infor- 
mations were, in point of law, not 
ftriétly regular, and if infifted on 
they muft be amended; but as that 
ae would protract time without 
anfwering any good purpofe, it 
was advifcable to wave any objec- 
tion, and to proceed on the menits: 
the defendants admitted the facts as 
ftated, and contended, that if liable 
to cenfure, it was for an error of 
underftanding only, and not for a 
wilful violation of the facred privi- 
leges of , forcign ambaffadors; tor 
this was a cafe that ftood on very 
particularcircumftances. Monf. Piz- 
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ublic man: he was fucceed by 
Monf. Cavalli in his public capa- 
city, and {taid afterwar s more than 
eight days in this kingdom, confe- 
uently he had a reafonable time to 
devart. The defendants had con- 
fidered him in the character of a pri- 
yate fubjeét, and therefore had been 
(if wron r) mifled in their own judg- 
ments. Phat on being told by the 
folicitor of the treafury of the mif- 
take, Monf. Pizzoni was inftantly 
releafed. ‘ } 

The court determined, that it 

was a violation of the privilege of 
Monf. Pizzoni, notwithftanding his 
fucceffor had arrived. They faid, 
there was no time limited for the 
departure of ambaffadors, who were 
to have no reftraint on thei per- 
fons; but they allowed that many 
extenuating circumftances appeared, 
and though they condemned the 
conduét of the defendants, pott- 
ned judgment fixe die. 
Os Tuelday night, between eight 
and nine o'clock, a fire broke out 
in the cabin of the Haywood tranf- 
port, capt. Collins, of s00 tons, 
which lay in Mr. Dudman’s wet- 
dock, near Deptford, which burnt 
her down to the water’sedge. The 
captain was in bed when it broke 
out, and was obliged to jump out of 
the cabin window into the water to 
fave himfelf. A boy is miffing, and 
as he was likewile in bed, it is 
feared he perifhed in the flames. 
The Anne and Elizabeth, lying at 
the fame place, has received fome 
damage. 

4. The fituation and obftinate 
virtue of the baron de Mizeland- 
Witz, are remarkable. He was one 
of the Swedifh fenate deprived of 
all power by the prefent king, upon 
the memorable revolution in the go- 
vernment, which changed it to an 


abfolute monarchy. He was poffefled 
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of an eftate equal to one of 10,0001, 
a-year in England, and upon that 
event fied his country, faying, 
** That he would fuffer the mot* 
wretched exile abroad, rather than 
remain a flave where he had a right 
to freedom.”” He took up his re- 
fidence at Hamburgh, where he has 
lived ever fince in great poverty, 
lodging in a very miferable apart. 
ment and waiting entirely on on 
felf. The king has written twice 
to him in the moft flattering terms, 
inviting his return to his eftate and 
honours;—but he never took any 
notice of the letters ; and upon his 
majefty fending him a remittance to 
enable him to live more comforte 
ably, he refufed it, fternly faying, 
** I will die rather than receive a 
dollar at the hands of one who has 
enflaved my country!” 

The quettion refpecting the build. 
ing fhips at Bombay, for military 
and commercial purpofes, was bal- 
lotted for i at the India 
houfe, and carried in the negative, 
the number being, for it, 166; 
againft it, 327; majority, 162. 

5. Yetterday being the day ape 
pointed for a public taft, to implore 
the divine bleffing on his majefty’s 
arms, the fame was obferved ace 
cordingly. 

Yefterday, among many other une. 
fortunate objects who applied for: 
admittance into the Magdalen Hof- 
pital, a young woman aged feven- 
teen, prefented herfelf, of a ver 
good appearance, clean, though exe 
tremely neceffitous. She delivered 
her melancholy tale with fingular 
fimplicity and energy; faid, the was 
the daughter of a foldier, whoferved 
many years at Gibraltar, where he 
and his wife died about two years 
ago that fhe came to England foon 
atter the death of her parents, in 
fearch of an aunt who lived near 
Oxford- 
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Oxford-ftreet, but on her arrival 
found the aunt dead: heving no 
friend or perfon to apply ro, this 
unhappy giv! lived for tome tme on 
her clothes; but that recourfe ful- 
ing, and having no means of fup- 
port, fhe was induced to fubmit 
to, and continue in the drudgery oi 

roftiturion, to preferve a milerable 
being from famine and death; 
which latt, from the deteffation in 
which fhe held her paft life, mutt 
have been inevitable in a very fhort 
time, had fhe not been relieved by 
the above charity. 

For thefe feveral days paft, the 
town, particularly the female part 
of it, have been greatly alarmed 
with the report of a ict of tcllows 


who are faid to infeft the ttreets ot 


this metropolis, early in the even- 
ing, where they grofsly abuie and 
il-treat the women that they meet 
with, It appears, that there have 
been a few inftances of indecency 
and vio! : but rumberlefs ito- 
rics were propagated that had no 
¢doundation in truth; and the fear 
was much greater than the danger. 
Te contributed, however, ‘to’ Keep 
the females very much ai home, 
few of them comparatively ventur- 
ine abroad after dark, while thele 
rep rts continued to be propagated. 


Extra& of a Letter from Berlin, $a- 
Wii yv, S, 

“© The king, in the affair of the 
miller, fent an order to the court of 
juttice for criminal affairs, that they 
were to pronounce fentence accord- 
ing to the report made to him by 
colonel Hecking, which they re- 
fufed: adding, they would give no 
fentence againft their duty and con- 
fcience; upon wich the king him- 
felf framed a fentence (which has 
already been mentioned), but no 
minilter of ftate would counterfign 





the fame, and therefore his majefty’s 
firnature flood alone. It neverthe. 
leis was carried into execution; but 
the counfellors who were fent to 
Spandau, will make their fortunes ; 
the public are entirely in their fa. 
vour, and have raifed by fubfcrip. 
tion 2000 rixdollars for the travel. 
ling expences only, and the monies 
railed fince by far exceed their fala- 
ries, The princefs Amelia, the 
hereditary prince of Pruffia, and 
the reit of the princes, have alfo 
fubfcribed large cc. Nobody ap- 
pears at prefent at the operas or 
ridotto. he place at the opera 
where the royal family ufed to fit, 
with their numerous attendants, 
was occupied the other day folcly 
by general Buddenbrok. The king 
appears quite unconcerned at thelc 
proceedings, nor docs he fhew any 
refentment, or endeavour tq ap- 
peafe fo general a difcontent: when 
he heard of it, he calmly repiied, 
** Le public me boude, jl a tort, 
car je ne travaille que pour lui.” 
The public pouts at me; they are 
in the wrong, for it is only for 
them [ work. 

g- In Holt’s New-York Journal, 
of Nov. 29, there is inferted an 
act of the United States, paffed on 
the 22d of October laft, for the for- 
feiture and fale of the eftates of Sir 
Henry Clinton, Knt. Jobn Mur- 
ray, earl of Dunmore, formerly go- 
vernor of the colony of New York; 
Wm. Tryon, late governor of the 
faid colony; John Watts, Oliver 
de Lancy, Hugh Wallace, Henry 
White, fohn Harris Cruger, Wil- 
liam Axtel, and Roger Morris, 
Efqrs. late members of the council 
of that colony; George Duncan 
Ludlow, and Thomas Jones, late 
juttices of the fupreme court of the 
faid colony; and John Tabor 
Kempe, late attorney-gencral of ber 
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faid colony ; and of feveral other 
yerfons therein named; vefling the 
property of their eftates j in the | peo- 
ple of the United States of Ameri- 
ca: declaring them guilty of felony, 
and for ever banifhed under pajn of 
dei weeny 

10. This day was held a court of 
common-council at. Guildhall, when 
the new coinmittees were choftn, 
and the letters (32 in number) from 
the noblemen to whom the: vote of 
thanks of the corporation had been 
prefented, for their fpirited and pa- 
triotic behaviour in the bn ge of 
, on the motion of an enguiry 
into the fineclre places, at recom- 
mending ceconomy in the difpofal 
of public money, was re: ad. 

The letters read in the court of 
common-council, as mentioned be- 


lords 


fore, were written by the oe 


noblemen: dukes of Cumberlan 
Richmond, Grafton, Portland, Bol- 
ton, Devonthire, Manchefter; the 

marquis of Rockingham; earls of 
Cholmondeley, Coventry, Harcourt, 
Jerfey, Spencer, Derby, Tanker- 
ville, Suffolk, She lburne, Radnor, 
Ferrers, Abingd on, Effingham; the 
vifcount Say and Seyl; lords Beau- 
licu, Befborough, Raventwarth, 
Fitzwilliam, Craven; bifhops of $t. 
Afaph and Peterborough. 

The following is a copy of the 
letter fent from his roywl highnels 
the duke of Cumbe: and 3 
Windjfor Great Loe lge,y Dec. 235 197 

SUR, 

I rece} ved yefterday, by order of 
the common-council of the city of 
London, a co; py of their unanimous 
refolution, tranfinitted to me by Mr. 
Remembrancer. 

I feel myfelf dou bly interefted a 
a prince and an Eng lifhman, in 
giving my hearty afle nt to every 
meafure which m: ay tend to fupport 
the common ftrenct! 1, Weaith, and 


latercft ot the empire, A fair and 


candid inveftigttion of the expendi- 
ture of the public moncy mutt be 
conducive to thofe falutary ends, as 
it would enable the king to employ 
the refources of this country in fuch 
exertions by fea and land as may 
reftore his majefty’s dominions to 
their former {plendour, and promote 
the true honour and dignity of the 
crown, by eftablifhing the happineis 
and profperity of the people. 

The approbation the common- 
council have exprefled of my. con- 
duct in parliament is very acceptable 
to me, 

Jo Mr. Remembrancer 

of the City of London. 

12. Yefterday, in the court of 
Exchequer at We itminiter, was de- 
termined the famous tithe caufe, 
which has been depending upwards 
of forty years, between the Dean 
and Chapter of the CollegiateChurch 
of Rippon, in the county of York, 
and the family of the Ingolbys, and 
occupiers Of land in Dacre and Be- 
verley, in the faid county, refpect- 
ing the Elain of the Dean and Chaps 
ter to the fmall tithes and Eatter- 
offerings of the faid townflips, when 
the plaintifis right to the ipecies of 
tithes and dues claimed by their 
bill, was, after avery full and im- 
partial he: wing of ten days, by the 
unanimous confent of the whole 
court, clearly eftablifhed, and a decree 
given jn their favour accordingly. 

' Admirai lty-office, lich, 126 

Capt. Thompfon, of his majefty’s 
fhip the’ America, arrived late latt 
night with a letter from admiral Sit 
Ge ‘orge Bryd; res Rodney, to Mr. 
Stephens, of which the follow ing is 
a copy : 

Sandwich, at Sea, Fan. 9. Lat. 41. 
44. Longitude Iq If, Cape fine 
nifterre, Foo TY oEoe 79 Leagues. 

SLR 

Ye fterday, at daylight, the fqua- 

dron of his majeth Ps thi s,under my 
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Jills 


Henry 
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command defcried 22 fail in the 
north-eaft quarter; we immediately 
gave chafe, and in a few hours the 
whole was taken. 

They proved to be a Spanifh 
convoy, which failed from St. Se- 
baftian’s the sft of January, and 
were under the protection of feven 
fhips and veflels of war, belonging 
to the royal company of Carracas, 
viz. the Guipufcoano, of 64 guns, 
and sso men. The San Carlos, of 

2 guns, and 300 men. The San 
Rafael, of 30 guns and 155 men, 
The Santa Terefa, of 28 guns, and 
rso men. The San Bruno, of 26 
guns, and 140 men. The Corbetta 
San Fermin, of 16 guns, and 60 
men. The San Vincente, of 10 
guns, and 40 men. Part of the 
convoy was laden with nayal ftores 
and provifions for the Spanifh fhips 
of war at Cadiz; the reft with bale- 
goods belonging to the royal com- 

any. 
. hofe laden with naval ftores and 
bale-goods I fhall immediately di- 
fpatch for England, under convoy 
of his majetty’s 7 the America 
and Pearl; thofe laden with provi- 
fions I fhall carry to Gibraltar, for 
which place I am now fteering, and 
have no doubt but the fervice 1 am 
fent upon there will be {peedily ef- 
fected. 

You will likewife pleafe to ac- 
quaint their lordfhips, that as I 
thought it highly neceflary to fend 
a 64 gun hip to protect fo valuable 
a convoy, 1 have commiffioned, of- 
ficered, and manned the Spuanifh 
fhip of war of the fame rate, and 
numed her the Prince William, in 
refpect to his royal highnefs, in 
whofe prefence fhe had the honour 
to be taken. Shetas been launched 
only fix months, is in every refpect 
completely fitted for war, and much 
larger than the Bienfaifant, Cup- 
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tain Macbride, to whom fhe ftruck, 

I beg leave to congratulate their 
lordfhips on this event, which mut 
greatly diftrefs the enemy, who | 
am well informed are in much want 
of provifions and naval ftores. | 
have the honour to be, with great 
regard, fir, your moft obedient, and 
moft humble fervant, 

G. B. Ropney. 


Lift of Merchants Ships under Convey 
of the armed Ships mentioned in the 
Soregoing Letter, 


Noftra Senora de l’Ores, laden 
with flour. San Francifco, ditto, 
La Conceptione, with ditto, and 
wheat. San Nicholas, with wheat, 
San Jeronimo, ditto, Divina Pro. 
videntia, with flour, San Gibilan, 
ditto. San Pacora, ditto. San Lau. 
ren, with French wheat. La Pro- 
videntia, with flour and wheat. La 
Bellona, with flour. Efperanza, 
with French ditto, Le Cidada de 
Mercia, with naval ftores. Le Ar- 
miftad, ditto... San Michael, with 
anchors and cables. La Fregatte 
de Bilboa, with tobacco. 


St. Fames’s, Feb. 12. 
Letters received this day from 
Mr. Fitzherbert, his majefty’s refi- 
dent at Bruffels, bring a canfirma- 
tion of the fignal fuccefs of his ma- 


jefty’s fleet under the command of 


admiral SieGeorge Rodney, on the 
16th of laft month, near the Straits 
mouth. 

The Spanifh fquadron, com- 
manded by Don Juan de Langara, 
made a running fight, the circum- 
ftances of which are not yet parti 
cularly known. That fquadron 
confifted of eleven fail of the line, 
three of which, the St. Genaro, St. 
Jufto, and Monarca, feparated bes 
tore the engagement; the San Ju- 
liano, San Eugenio, San Augul- 


tino, and San Lerenzo are arriv 
at 
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at Cadiz in a ve fhattered condi- 
tion; the San Domingo blew up 
during the action ; and the Pheenix, 
Princeffa, and Diligent were taken. 
The Phoenix is an eighty gun fhip; 
all the others feventy. 

Warfaw, Fan. 15. 

Eight days ago a melancholy 
event happened here. The clothes 
of the princefs, eldeft daughter of 
prince Adam Zartorytki, unfortu- 
nately took fire, and before it could 
be extinguifhed, fhe was fo much 
burnt, that fhe died yefterday in in- 
expreflible agonies. 

Cambridge, Feb. 13. 

The two annual premiums for 
this year, of 26]. each, beq ueathed 
by the late Dr. Smith, matter of 
Trinity College, in this univerfity, 
to the two junior Bachelors of Arts, 
who fhall appear, on examination, 
to be the beft proficients in, mathe- 
matics and natural philofophy, were 
laft Friday adjudged to Mr. Priett, 
of Pembroke-Hall, and to Mr. 
Friend of Chrift College. 

Tuam, Feb. 3- 

On the 27th ult. died at Tully, in 
the county of Mayo, Mr. Nicholas 
Galvey, at the age of 109 years. 
His wife died latt yw aged 98, 
They were married in the year 
1700, and had 20 children. What 
appears very remarkable of this 
couple, is, that they had lived all 
that time in a place furrounded on 
every fide, for feveral miles, by the 
deepett bogs, there being fcarcely fuf- 
ficient ground about the houfe to af- 
ford them common garden roots; 
and though it was their own pro- 
perty, they never reclaimed or im- 
proved a foot of it. 

16. Yefterday, there was a 
meeting of the proprietors of Eaft- 
India ftock. Sir William James, 
the chairman, rofe to explain the 
Caufe of the meeting, which was 


to receive and to difcufs the matter 
refpecting the propofitions that had 

between the court of directors 
and the treafury-board, refpecting 
the renewal of the charter. 

Mr. Creighton ftated the prefent 
fituation of the company: he touched 
particularly on the demands of gos 
vernment of one million fterling, 
and all the furplus arifing from the 
profits of their trade, after a pro 
prietary dividend of 81. per cent, 
beyond which the —. were 
never hereafter to go. e re- 
prefented it as unjuft and un- 
reafonable, that the company fhould 
run all rifques, and the pub- 
lic only reap the benefits with- 
out any rifqué. Lord North had 
provided nothing even for the cons 
tingencies that were moft likely to 
happen. Ships might be lof; 
goods fallin price; extra unavoid- 
able expences incurred, which it 
was impoiflible to forefee: what 
fund was there for this? None. 
He contrafted the prefent fituation 
of the company with that of others ; 
in particular, of the two affurance 
companies in the year 1720, who 
had agreed to pay government 
300,000]. but on the upfthot, it a 
peared they were incapable. They 
then came to government, made a 
difclofure of their neceflities, who 
remitted them half the fum. Would 
the prefent miniftry do the fame, 
provided the company fhould come 
into fuch exigencies? He conclud- 
ed with recommending to the pro- 
prietors, then prefent, a confidera« 
tion of their brethren who were ab- 
fent; that they were to confider for 
the foreigner, the orphan, and the 
widow, as well as for themfelves; 
that they were giving money away, 
the property of other people; and 
the prefent determinations would 
affect much farther than they, on a 
duper 
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fuperficial ‘view, might apprehend. 

Mr. Dempiter and Mr. Huiley 
followed Mr. Creighton, and parti- 
cularly ‘recommended the unani- 
mous fupport of government, at a 
time fo big with the fate of the 
company and the nation, whofe 
exiltence, they infifted, depended 
on each other. Mr. Fitzgerald, 

neral Smith, and Mr. William 
Sates followed, taking the part of 
the company. Mr. Dally contend- 
ed, that the company bid fair to be 
in a more flourifhing condition than 
ever, if no difagreement happened 
in confequence of the prefent pro- 
pofitions, which he was for co-in- 
ciding with juft as they now ap- 
peared, without alteration or amend- 
ment, 

Sir William James rofe to explain 
the part which the directors had 
taken throughout this bufinefs, urg- 
ing that they had made the beft 
terms they could with government, 
fubmitting its conclufion to the 
proprietary at large. Mr. Creigh- 
ton again rofe, aud with the affift- 
ance of general Smith (it growing* 
late) drew the matter as near as 
pollible to aconclufion, by moving 
that the proprietors meet the next 
day, and de die in diem (Sundays 
excepted) to go over the whoie of 
the propofitions, article by article, 
that the proprietors might reject or 
approve. 

17- Purfuant to the adjournment 
of Tuefday, the proprictors met 
again yellerday at twelve o’clock, 
to conlider of the feveral propofi- 
tions. Sir Walliam James rofe to 
tell the »proprictary that the firft 
propolition having been fo general- 
ly difliked, it had been altered by 
the company’s council, fo that it 
would now ftand, “ That the com- 
pany’s exclulive trade fhall be pro- 
longed for the term of ten years, 
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and three years notice, &c. and 
that the Eaft-India company’s pre. 
fent charter, rigiits, and privi- 
leges, fhall be preferved to them 
éntire.”” It was objected that this 
coming from thé chair was out of 
order, and that it could not come 
before the coart but throuch two 
proprietors. E 

Sir Edward Winnington adopted 
the motion, which was feconded by 
Mr. Call. The debate commenced 
from Mr. Fongerall, who read a 
paper which he held in his hand, 
and which he infifted fhould ftand as 
a preface to the propofitions, and 
was briefly to this effect: That 
all the company’s preient rights, 
charters, privileges and territovial 
pofleifions, fhould be confirmed to 
them for ever.”” 

Mr. Cuft was of opinion, that 
by a tacit acquiefcence tm the year 
t767, the company feemed to have 
given-up their rights in the grofs. 

He was followed by general 
Smith, who contended, that the 
company’s charter, fo oftcn con- 
firmed, ftood on a bafis not to be 
fhaken or overturned by the placarts 
of any minifter, however weak, ig- 
norant, or wicked; that it was the 
company’s own fault, in his opi- 
nion, it this fhould ever be the 
cafe, but that he held this argu- 
ment to be foreign to the prefent 
queftion; that fhould that bufinefs 
ever come to be agitated, he would 
be one of the firft to go before par- 
liament, or any committee from go- 
vernment; and did not doubt of 
fairly ftating the company’s un- 
doubted right. | 

Mr. Jones followed on the fame 
plan; he expatiated, with that pre- 
cifion and acutenefs fo neceflary at 
the bar, on the legality of the com- 
pany’s right; faid they ftood in @ 
fituation tar different from that of 


any 
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any other company ; that the chief 
executive magiftrate of the king- 
dom had given them charters, 
which had been confirmed by re- 
peated acts of the legiflature, and 
were not to beremoved. He brought 
a cafe in point ; the ifle of Man was 
formerly a principality in the Derby 
family ; it tell to the duke of Athol ; 
government found it a thorn in 
their fide, on account of the 
fmuggling trade .carried on there. 
What was to be done? They had 
no authority ; and the duke, as fole 
pofleflor, governor, and lawgiver, 
had his profits from thefe bucca- 
neers. It was refolved to purchafe 
it, if the duke would fell; and an 
a‘t of parliament was paffed for the 
purpofe. 

General Smith ftrengthened the 
argument of the laft ipeaker, by 
tating a circumftance which hap- 
pened in the year 17583 at which 
time lord Clive, then in the fupreme 
inilitary command in India, return- 
ed to one of the rajahs a territory of 
no lefs than fifteen thoufand a year, 
with confent of the company, whofe 
right to make peace, war, agrees 
ments with the reigning princes, 
&c. was not in the leaft queftionéd 
by government, 

Mr. Creighton called back the at- 
tention of the proprietors, to the 
main bulinefs, by obferving how 
much time had been loft, and how 
necefiary it was (now that they had 
entered far into a third day’s debate) 
to bring it, at leaft, into fome fort 
of method: Sat cito fi Jat bene, was 
his favourite maxim, yet unlefs the 
Proprietors could bring it into fome 
channel, and not to be fo fi equently 
launc’ ing into the main ocean, he 
forelaw it would run to unmeafur- 
able bounds. ‘The direétors had al- 
ready had it in hand ever fince 
March lait, eleven months, and the 
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time that the charter) expires was 
near at hand; yet he was fo far 
from willing to hurry the, bufinefs, 
that he hoped his brethren. would 
gradually meafure the ground they 
trod on, and ice that their footing, 
was fecure; they were arrived at a 
period when caution had become 
abfolutely neceffary. 

General Smith moved, that in- 
ftead of the monofyllable Ten, the 
term for prolonging, the. charter 
fhould ftand for Twenty years. This 
being feconded, the motion was de- 
bated, and the queftion being at 
length put, there appeared, on a 
divifion, for the propofition. in its, 
original flate, 40; with general 
Smith’s amendment, 38; majority. 2. 

19- On Thurfday after the mi- 
nifters had left St. James’s, the earl 
of Aylefbury was condudted by the 
lord in waiting to an audience in the 
clofet, when his majefty was pleafed , 
to appoint his lordihip : lord-licute- 
nant of the county of Wilts, in the 
room of the carl of Pembroke. 

Yeflerday, at feven o’clock in the 


evening,, the {crutineers appointed 


to caft upthe votes at the Eait India 

houfe, on the queftion refpecting 

the term of the prelongation of the 

company’s exclufive right of trade, 

which by the direétors propofitions 

was to be for no more than ten 

years,--made their report, viz. for 

the queftion, 278; againft it, 3115. 
majority, againtt the queftion, 33. 

It was then moved to adjourn the 
farther confideration of the bargain 
with government till the Tuelday 
following, which was unanimoufly 
agreed to. 

Extratt of a Letter from Corunna, 
Jan. 20. 

** The 16th init. the American fhip 
the Alliance, of 28 guns,and1is50 men, 
commanded by the famous Ameri- 
can Paul Jones, arrived here. He 


failed 
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failed from the Texel the 17th of 
laft month, having eluded the vigi- 
lance of the Englifh, who had a 
fquadron looking out for him, and 
expected him in the Downs. He 
croffed the channel, and came herte 
fafe, without meeting with any of 
the enemy’s fhips. In this cruife 
for ten or twelve days off our capes 
he took a Dutch thip, laden with 
ammunition and Provifions, for Gi- 
braltar, which he fent to Bofton. 
Capt. Cunningham is with him, 
having efcaped out of an Englifh 
prifon.”” 

Allthe crown lawyers have been 
confulted on the charter of the Eaft 
India company. The opinions are 
various, The Eaft India ftock is 
valued at 3,200,000]. Bonds and 
other debts, 1,800,000]. Total 
s,000,0001. Their property in In- 
dia exceeds the value of 13,000, 0001. 
Government debt 4,200,0001. and 
their effects in England will make 
up at leaft 20,000,c00l. Now, on 
a fuppofition that their charter is 
annihilated, government muft pay 
them 4,200,c001. The proprie- 
tors, on breaking up of the com- 
pany, if that fhould be the cafe, 
would divide gool. fterling at leaft 
for every 100l. ftock, after paying the 
bond and other creditors, befides 
deducting their capital. 

25. Yefterday thirteen. prifoners 
were tried at the Old Bailey, nine 
of whom were convicted of grand 
larceny, and four were acquitted. 

26. Yefterday twenty-one pri- 
foners were tried at the Old Bailey, 
two of whom were capitally cnavid 
ed, viz. Chriftopher Burrows and 
John Burden, for knocking down 
Sarah Gifford, on the highway, in 
the Green-park, St. James’s, and 
robbing her of a cloak and hat; 
five were convicted of grand larceny, 
three of petit larceny, and eleven 
were acquitted, 
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Admiralty-office, Feb. 26. 
Vice-admiral Arbuthnot, com. 


mander in chief of his majefty’s 
fhips in North America, hath, in 
his letters to Mr. Stephens, dated 
Sandy-hook, December £7, 1779, 
tranfmitted a lift of 21 captures and 
recaptures made by the fquadron 
under his command, between the 
24th of Aug. and the 2oth of Nov, 
1779° 

Admiralty-office, Feb. 28, 1780. 

Captain Edward Thomfon, of 
his majefty’s fhip Hyena, arrived 
early this morning from Gibraltar, 
with difpatches from admiral Sir 
George Brydges Rodney, ofwhich 
the following afte copies and ex- 
tracts: 


Sandwich, Gibraltar Bay, Fan. 27, 
1780, 
SrR, 

It is with the higheft fatisfac- 
tion I can congratulate their lord- 
fhips on a fignal victory obtained by 
his majefty’s fhips under my com- 
mand, over the Spanifh fquadron 
commanded by Don Juan Langara, 
wherein the Spanifh admiral and the 
greatcft part of his fquadron were 
either taken or deftroyed. 

Having received repeated intel- 
ligence of a Spanifh fquadron, faid 
to confift of fourteen fail of the line, 
cruizing off Cape St. Vincent, I 
gave notice to all the captains, up- 
on my approaching the faid Cape, 
to prepare for battle; and having 

affed it on the 16th in the morn- 
ing with the whole convoy, at one 
P. M. the cape then bearing north 
four leagues, the Bedford made the 
fignal for feeing a ficet in the S. E. 
quarter; I immediately made 4 
fignal for the line of battle a-breatt, 
and bore down upon them ;_ but be- 
fore that could be well affected, I 
perceived the enemy were a 
vouring to form a line of battle a- 
. head 
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head upon the ftarboard tack; and 
as the day was far advanced, end 
unwilling to delay the action, at 
two P. M. I hauled down the fignal 
for the line of battle a-breatt, and 
made the fignal for a general chace, 
to engage as the fhips came up by 
rotation, and to take the Ice-gage, 
in order to prevent the enemy’s re- 
treat into their own ports. 

At tour P. M. perceiving the 
headmott fhips vety near the enemy, 
I made a general fignal to engage 
and clofe; in a tew minutes the 
four headmoft fhips began the ac- 
tion, which was returned with great 
brifknefs by the enemy. At torty 
minutes paft four, one of the ene- 
my’s line of battle fhips blew up 
with a dreadful explotion; every 
perfon perithed, At fix P.M. one 
of the Spanifh fhips ittruck. The 
aftion and purfuit continued with a 
conttant fire till two o’clock in the 
morning, at which time the Mo- 
narca, the headmoft ot all the ene- 
my’s fhips, having ftruck to the 
Sandwich, after receiving one broad- 
fide, and all firing having ceuled, 
I made the fignal, and brought-to. 

The weather, during the mght, 
Was at times very tempeituous, wita 
agreat fea, which rendered it dit- 
ficult to take poffethon of, and fhite 
the prifoners of thote fhips that had 
furrendered to his majefty’s arms. 
It continued very bad weather the 
next day, when the Royal George, 
Prince George, Sandwich, and te- 
veral other {hips, were in great 
danger, and under the neceflity ot 
making fail to avoid the fhoals ot 
St. Lucar; nor did they get into 
deep water till the next morning, 
when, having joined the convoy, 
and made ~ ape Spartel, | dilpatch- 
ed two frigates to C'angier, to ac- 
Quaint his majeity’s conful with 
Our tuccels, that Great Britain was 
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avain miftrefs of the Straits, and 
defiring him to haften a fupply of 
freth provifions for the garrifons 
At fun-iet we entered the Gut. 

The gallant behaviour of the ade 
mirals, Captains, olucers, and men, 
t had the honour to command, was 
remarkably confpicuous: they feeme 
ed actuated with the fame {pirit, 
and were anxioufly eager to exert 
themiclves with the utmoft zeal ro 
ferve his majetty, and to humble 
the pride of his enemies. 

I nay venture to allirm, though 
the enemy made a gallant defence, 
that had the weather pioved but 
even moderate, or had the action 
happened in the day, not one of 
their fquadron had eicaped. 

Encloied I fend a hit of the Spa- 
nifh fquadron, as likewife of his 
majetty’s fhips, with the damage 
they received, 

I have the honour to be, with 
great regard, Sir, 

your mott obedient, 
and moit humble fervane, 
Geo. Bry: Ges RopNeEy, 
P/ ulip Stephens, Eq ° 


Thirty-two were killed, and one 
hundred and two wounded, on board 
his majc tty " thips. 

Return of (}} hers killed, 

Lieut. Charies Henry Strachan, 
Marines, kdgar. 

Return of Offic ers wounded, 
Lieut. Forreft, Ajax, tince dead, 
Lieut. Forbes, Kdpar. 

Matter of the Teriible, 


G. B. Ropney, 


A Lift of the Spanish Feet, under 
the Conmand of Don Fan de 
L.angara, 

Phemx. Don Juan de Langara, 
admiral, Don traneifeo Meélgarcto, 
captain, 8) guns, 7060 men, taken 
and brought into Gibraltar, 

san Auguitins Don Vizente Dos, 

(2) . €om- 
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commander, 70 guns, 600 men, ef- 


caped. 
San Genaro. Don Felix Terada, 
commander, 7O guns, 600 men, 
efcaped. 


San Jufto. Don Jofef, com- 
mander, 70 guns, 6co men, efcaped, 
very much damaged. 

San Lorenzo. Don Juan Araoz, 
commander, 70 guns, 600 men, 
efcaped very much damaged. 

San Julian. Marques de Medina, 
commander, 70 guns, 600 men, 
taken, the officers fhifted, and a 
licutenant with 70 feamen put on 
board: afterwards went on {hore. 

San Eugenio. Don Antonia Du- 
monte, commander, 70 guns, 600 
men, taken, the officers thitted, but 
driven a-fhore on the breakers, and 
loft. 

Monarea. Don Antonio Oyar- 
vide, commander, 70 guns, 600 
men, taken and brought imto Gi- 
braltar. 

Princeffa, Don Manual de Leon, 
commander, 70 guns, 6co men, 
taken and brouyht into Gibraltar. 

Dilicente. Don Antonio Abor- 
noz, commander, 70 guns, 605 
men, taken and brought into Gi- 
braltar. 

San Domingo. Don Ignacio Men- 
dezabel, commander, 70 guns, 600 
men, blown up in the action. 

St. Getrudie. Don Anibal Caf- 
foni, commander, 26 guns, 250 
men, elcaped, 

St. Botulia. Don Antonio Orte- 
ga, commander, 28 guns, 250 men, 
elcaped., G. B. Ropney. 
Eaxtrafi of a Letter from Sir George 

Brydges Rodney, to Mr. 

dated om board the Sandwich, 

Gibraltar Bay, ihe 28th of ¥a- 

muary, 1780. 

Bince my letter of yeiterday, 
grving their lordfhips an account 
ef che action with the enemy's {qua- 
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dron, and my entering the Gut 
with the fleet and convoy at fun. 
fet on the 18th, I mutt defire yoy 
will pleafe to acquaint them, that 
having no perifon on board the 
Sandwich acquainted with the bay 
of Gibraltar, 1 ordered rear-admiral] 
Digby to lead in, and fent two fri- 
gates a-head, to give notice to the 
garrifon of our approach. The 
weather proved very bad, and the 
current fo ftrong, that moft ot the 
fleet were driven to the back of the 
rock. The Sandwich,- and many 
of the fhips did not arrive in thig 
bay till yefterday. All the tranf. 
ports and victuallers are unloading ; 
every difpatch fhall be ufed to put 
his majeity’s farther commands into 
execution. 

Sandwich, Gibraltar Bay, Feb. 7; 

1780, 
SIR, 

I muft defire you will pleafe to 
acquaint their lordfhips, that every 
attention poflible has been paid to 
the Spanifh admiral and his officers. 
They are all extremely defirous of re 
turning to Spain upon their parole 
ot honour; but, as I am informed, 
that a great number of his majefty’s 
fubjects are now prifoners in Spain, 
I have declined giving them any 
affurances till the Britith fubjects 
are releafed; and having received 
yeiterday, by the Shrewibury from 
Lifbon, a letter from his majeity’s 
conful-general in Portugal, ace 
quainting me, that he had releafed 
626 Spanifh prifoners; and — 
frequent promifes had been made, 
he had not as yet received one i 
return: this letter from Sir John 
Hort has confirmed me in the refo- 
lution I had before taken, viz. not 
to releafe any prifoner, but upon 
the Spaniards delivering up all the 
Britith fubjects at prefent in Spain, 
and then only man for man. 

Hows 
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However gratifying or convenient 
st may prove ta individuals, the 
great 5 general line of -hottility 1s 
never to be torgot ¢ in vain We may 
conquer, if unconditional promiflory 
notes can forthwith put new arms 
into the enemy’s hands, and they 
openly avail themfelves ofthe Britith 
generolity, without making a jutt 
return, and detain the Britifh tea- 
men in their prifons. 

The great anxiety of the Spanifh 
admiral and his officers is fuch, and 
their afurances that my officers and 
feamen, that boarded their fhips 
and were forced on fhore near Cadiz, 
fhould be forthwith reftored, as 
likewife other Britith fubjects hav- 
ing been delayed upon frivolous 
pretences, I fent this morning the 
note I have the honour to enclote 
for their lordfhips perufal to the 
Spanifh admiral, an have | not a 
doubt but it will touch their feel- 
ings, and convince them that no 
delay mutt bé made. . 

I flatter myfelf that I fhall have 
their lordfhips approbation in my 
endeavours to releafe a thoufand 
good feamen, who may do confider- 
able fervice to their king and 
country. 

Iam, Sir, with great regard, 

your moft obedient, 
and moft humble fervant, 
G. B. Ropney. 
Philip Stephens, E/y. 
Gibraltar, Fed. 6, 1780. 

Admiral Rodney prefents his 
compliments to Sr. Don Juan de 
Langara, and will have great plea- 
fure in complying with his befire 
relative to the releafe of the three 
friars belonging to Capuchin’s Mif- 
fion, for the province of Cumanna, 
uf thofe friars are in the fleet. 

_ The admiral, whofe inclination 
i§ ever to ulleviate the misfortunes 
al War, by ihe wing every ref{pect 
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and attention to thofe brave men 
who have done their duty to their 
king and country, is under the ne- 
cefhty of informing Sr. Don Juan de 
Langara, that the releafe of him- 
felf and the Spanifh officers intirel 
depends upon Spain’s immediately 
releating all the Britifh prifoners now 
in her power. An equal number 
of prifoners will be returned for 
thofe fent by Spain. 

Humanity obliges the admiral to 
offer thofe prifoners who are now 
fick, if they may be received by the 
Spanith general: but this fhall be 
the lait time, unlefs the exchange 
takes place. 

Don Juan de Langara prefents 
his refpects to his excellency admi- 
ral Rodney, and returns thanks for 
his offer of releafing the three ec 
clefiaftics, whofe prefident’s memo- 
rial was tranfmitted to him. 

He obferves what his excellency 
fays refpecting the Spanith officers 
releafe; alfo what relates to the 
fick, on which fubjeét he can only 
inform his excellency (as he has 
done before throuch admiral Digby ) 
that he has written to Spain, come 
municating what was imparted to 
him by that gentleman, and believes 
he will very fhortly have an anfwer, 
of which he will give notice to his 
exccliency. 

The Spanith general again repeats 
his refpects to his excellency admi- 
ral Rodney. 

Gibraltar, Feb. 6, 1780. 

28. On Saturday ten prifoners 
were tried at the Old Bailey, one 
of whom was capitally convitted, 
viz. William Herbert, for return. 
ing from tranfportation, and bein 
found at large in this kingdom be- 
fore the expiration of his term. 

The fame day the feffion ended, 
when feven convicts received judg- 
ment of death, fix of the prefent, 
(B 2) and 
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and one of the preceding feflion. 
Yefterday, at feven o’clock in the 
evening, the {crutineers appointed 
by the general court of the Eatft 
India Company to caft up the votes 
on the queition refpecting the pro- 
pofition offered by fome of the pro- 
rietors as the bafis of an agreement 
with the public for the prolonga- 
tion of the company’s exclufive 
right of trade for twenty years, 
made their reports, viz. 
For the queftion 
Againtt 
Majority forthe queftion —— 
It was then moved by Mr. Lufh- 
ington, and feconded by Mr. Jones, 
that the faid propofitions be pre- 
{x nted to Lord North by the chair. 
man and deputy chairman, accome 
panied by two proprietors, viz. ge- 
neral Smith and Mr. Crichton, 
which being unanimoutly agreed to, 
the court adjourned. 
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1. The following letters paffed on 
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the difmithon of the earl o! Pem- 
broke from the office ot  lord- 


heutenant of Wilts : 
St. fames’ s, Fed. 
“My Lorp, 

*“ T am much concerned that it 
falls to my lot to obey the king’s 
commands, by acquainting your 
tordthip, that his majetty has no 
farther oceafion for your fervice in 
the offices of lord-heutenant and 
cuftos rotulorum of the county of 
Wilts: and your lordihip will, I 
hope, believe me, when I affure 

I fhould be of a more 

reeable opporty nity of expreiling 

retpedt, with which 1 have the 
honour to be, My l ord, 

Your lordfhip’s mot obedient 

™ humble fervant, 

HiitrtssoRror: 


14, 1780. 
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Pembroke, Coc. ce 











aT <e & [ Merch, 
Privy Garden, Monday Night, Feb, 
14, 1780. 
“My Lorp, 

** I had the honour to receive 
your lordfhip’s letter to-day, in 
which your lordfhip fignifies his 
majefty’s commands to you to let 
me know he had no farther occa. 
fion for my fervice in the offices of 
lord-lieutenant and cuftos rotulo. 
rum of the county of Wilts. I am 
much obliged to you for the con- 
cern you are fo good as to exprefs 
upon the occafion. Your lordfhip 
will, I flatter myfelf, excufe me, it; 
confcious as I am of my never fail- 
ing duty, attachment, and affection 
to his majefty, I am under the ne- 
ceffity of imputing this mark of the 
king’s difpleafure to his minitfters, 
on account of a vote I gave as a free 
man, upon a public quettion. I 
have the honour to be, My Lord, 

Your lordthip’s moft obedient, 

and moft humble fervant, 
Pembroke.” 
To the Earl of Hiil/borough, Sec. Se. 

The following fubjects are pro- 
pofed tor the chancellor’s prizes tor 
the prefent year, in the Univerfity 
of Oxford: for Latin verfes “In 
Mortem luctuofam Viri eximii, et 
celeberrim: Navigatoris, Jacobi 
Cook”? ** An Englifh Eifay on the 
Study of Antiquities. 

On Monday laft John Richard- 
fon, Efg. author of the Perfian and 
Arabic Diétionary, was prefented 
by the Univerfity of Oxford, to the 
honorary degree of matter of arts, 
by diploma. 

Tis faid to be a certain fact, thal all 
the fermers general in France are abole 


lihed, and fome of the moft intele 
livent amone them made commis 
fioners, in which that court fol- 


lowed the example of ours; for im 
king William’s reign the tarms 0 
cufiom and excile were abolifhed, 
an 
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and the farmers made commiffioners. 
By the above alteration, the re- 
venue of France will be improved, 
according to Neckar’s account, 
3,700,001. fterling a-year. 

3. Dr. Franklin was not only 
inftrumental in procuring the order 
from the court of France to all com- 
manders in their navy and captains 
of privateers, &c. in favour ot cap- 
tain Cook, our great, though un- 
fortunate, navigator, but fent co- 
pies of the following order to all 
the cruifers of the United Srates 
of America, in the different ports of 
France, Spain, Holland, &c. with 
orders to the feveral agents of Ame- 
yica to communicate the fame to 
other commanders that might ar- 
rive; it was alfo publifhed in the 
French, Dutch, and Spanifh newt- 
papers. 

To all captains and commanders 
of armed thips acting by commif- 
fion from the Congrets of the United 
States, now in war with Great Bri- 
tain. 

GENTLEMEN, 

A fbip having been fitted out 
from England betore the commence- 
ment ot this War, to make difcove- 
ries of new countries in unknown 
feas, under the conduct of that mott 
celebrated navigator and difcoverer, 
Capt: ain Cook ; an undertaking truly 
laudable in itfelt, as the increafe of 
geographical knowledge, facilitates 
the communication between dittant 
nations, in thee xchange of ufetul 
pr oducts and manufactures, and the 
extention of arts, w hereby the com- 
mon enjoyments of human life are 
multiplied and augmented, and {ci- 
ence of other kinds encreafed to the 
beneiit of mankind in general. ‘This 
is mott earne{ tly to recommend to 
every one of you, that ifthe fame (hip, 
which is now ec xpected to be foon in 
the European feas on her return, 
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fhould happen to fall in your hands, 
you would not now contider her ag 
un enemy, nor fuffer any plunder 
to be made of the effects contained 
in her, nor obftruct her immediate 
return to England, by detaining 
her or fending her to any other 
part of Europe, or to Aimerica; 
but that you would treat the faid 
Captain Cook, and his people, with 
all civility and kindnefs, affording 
them, as common fricnds to mane 
kind, all the affiftance in your power, 
which they may happen to ftand in 
need of. In fo doing you will not 
only gratify the gencrofity of your 
own difpofitions, but there is no 
doubt of your obtaining the appro- 
bation of the Congrefs, and your 
other American owners. I have 
the honour to be, gentlemen, your 
mott obedient humble fervant, 

B FRANKLIN. 
Minitter Plenipo- 
tentiary from the 
Congrefs of the 
United States at 
the Court of 
France. 

On Monday laft there was a moft 
numerous and refpectable meeting 
of the nobility, gentry, and free- 
holders of the county of Notting- 
ham, at the Moot-hall, in Manf- 
field, to confider of a petition upon 
the prefent extravagant expenditure 
ot the public money, in unmerited 
pentions, finecure places, the core 
ruption and fervility of parliament, 
&c. &c. 

A committee of affociation and 
corre fpondence was chofen, confift- 
ing of thirty-one, with power to 
add to their num ber, af they think 
proper, 

4. Yefterday the earl of Peme 
broke refigned his command of the 
firft regiment of dragoons, 


At Pah, mear 
Paris, this 
10th day of 
Merch, 17 / 79° 
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Admiralty-offee, March 4, 1780. 

Captain Robert Sutton, late com- 
mander of his majefty’s flip the 
Sphynx, arrived on the rift inftant, 
from the Leeward Iflands, with di- 
{patches from rear-adiniral Hiyde 
Parker to Philip Stevens, Kfq. of 
which the following are extracts and 
copies. 

Extrati of a Letter from Rear-Ad- 
miral Hyde Parker, to Mr. Ste- 
phen, dated Prine efs Royal, Gros 
Ifet Bay, St. Luia, Dee. 9, 
1779: 

My lat to you of the 16th of Oc- 
tober, acquainted you with my ar- 
rival at Barbadoes withthe {fquadron 
of his mujefty’s flips under my com- 
mand. , 

On the 24th of Otober, the 
Aétron and Proferpine came into 
Carlile Bay, with the Alcmene fr- 
gate of 26 guns, © nimanded by 
capt. de Bonneval; the was chaled 
by feveral fhips, but ttruck to the 
Proferpine. From the capture of 
this flup J firft learned with certainty, 
that Count d’Ettaing was gone with 
all his fleet to America. 

Extrad of a Leiter from Rear-Ad- 
priral Hyde Parker, fo Mr. Ste- 
hens dated Prince/s Royal, Gros 

diet Bay, St. Lucia, Dee. 

1779: 

Capt. Sutton not having yet left 
the fquadron, gives me an oppor- 
tunky to add a fupplement to my 
letter of the oth initant, and to de- 
fire you wil] inform their lordiliips, 
that on the ifth inftant, berween 
eight and iiine o’clock in the morn- 
ing, the Prefton being between 
Martinico and Sr. Lucia, to wind- 
ward, made the fignal for a fleet, 
which was no fooner obferved on 
board the Princefs Royal, than a 
fignal was thrown out for the fhips 
under my commanded to {lip their 
cables, and chafe to windward. The 
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captains were then affembled at q 
court-martial; and as the thips were 
in a courfe of fitting, fome lay on 
the heel, others had their fails une 
bent, and from all of them great 
numbers were employed on fhore in 
wooding and watering. Underthefe 
circumttances the alertnefs and dif. 
patch with which the fhips put to 
fea was furprifing cven to me, who 
am no ftranger to the aé@tivity and 
brifknefs of the Englith officers and 
feamen. As the fquadron ftood over 
for Port-Royal, the enemy’s {hips 
were difcovered to be a convoy, 
Before four in the afternoon, nine 
oy ten of them run themfelves on 
fhore on the Ifland of Martinico, 
and were fet on tire by our boats, 
either immediately, or the next 
morning. About the faihe time I 
obterved the Boreas engaged with 
the French frigate in Port-Royal 
Bay; a Trench rear-admiral, with 
two other 74 gun fhips, flipped their 
cables, and bore down upon hin, 
which obliged the Boreas to fheer 
off. This dextrous manoeuvre faved 
their trigate, and fome of their 
inerchant ‘hips. ‘The French ad- 
miral hauled his wind in good time, 
and kept plying for the road. The 
flips a-head of the Princefs Royal 
at this time were the Conqueror, 
Albion, Elizabeth, Vigilant, and 
Centurion, but the Conqueror a- 
head and to windward of the rett. 
About five this fhip got within 
difttance of the French rear admiral, 
who beran the cannonade. The 
fleadinefs and coolnefs with which 
on every tack the Conqueror re- 
ceived the fire of thefe three hips, 
and returned his own, working his 
fhip with as much exactnefs as if 
he had been turning into Spithead, 
and on every board gaining confider- 
ably on the enemy, gave me infinite 
pleafure; the reft of the fips fhewed 
no 
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no lefs eagernefs to get into action. 
Towards iun-fet the Albion had got 
well up to fecond the Conqueror, 
and the other fhips were in action, 
but as they had worked, not only 
within the danger of the fhoals of 
this bay, but within che reach of 
the batteries, from whence were 
fired both fhells and fhot, I called 
them off by the night fignal at a 
uarter betore feven. It was with 
inexpreifible coucern I then heard 
that captain Walter Grifith was 
killed by che lait broadtide. . The 
fervice cannot lofe a better man or 
a better officer, The Conqueror 
had three men killed, and eleven 
wounded. The damage done to the 
fhip is not very contiderable, nor | 
believe to any of the other flips, 
as | have had no report from them. 
They are cruifing under commo- 
dore Collingwood off the Point of 
Sulines. We have taken nine fail 
of this convoy which came from 
Marleilles, under convoy of the 
Aurora, about the middle of O&cto- 
ber; I judge rhat, including the 
frigate, they were 26 in number; 
four more had loft company, and 
are yet expected, rather at St. Lu- 
cia than Martinico. All of the 
French fhips, except thofe who were 
engaged, were in the Carenage, I 
believe in ill condition, and many 
ot their crews in the hofpital. 

On the 2oth, ttanding with feven 
fhips over to St. Lucia, late in the 
evening, I received a letter from 
Sir Heary Calder, informing me, 
three large fhips were feen that af- 
ternoon trom the Morne, tteering to 
the northward, fuppofed to be part 
ot Monf. la Motte Piquet’s fqua- 
dron returning from Grenada. As 
1 judged this intelligence very prob- 
able, rear-admiral Rowley was im- 
mediately detached in the Suffolk, 
with the Vengeance, Meaguificent, 
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and Sterling-Caftle, in purfuit of 

them. 

Extra of a Letter from Rear-Admi- 
ral Rowly to Rear-Amiral Hyde 
Parker, dated Suffolk at Sea, off 
Mount Fortune, Fan. 1, 1780. 

SIR, 

_ I beg leave to acquaint you, that, 
in purfuance of your order of the 
20th of December laft, I proceeded 
with feveral fhips in waite of the 
three fhips which you had intelli- 
gence of. 

On Tuefday the 2: ft, at eight 
A. M. three ftrange fail being dit 
covered from the Suffolk’s matt- 
head in the north-weft, 1 ordered 
the fignal to be made for a general 
chace, which being obeyed with the 
greateft alacrity, 1 had the fatsifac- 
tion by noon to find, that we gain- 
ed upon them very faft. 

On Wednefday the 22d, at three 
P. M. they hoiited French colours, 
but foon after hauled them down 
again: at five, having come well 
up with the chace, which I could 
now plainly perceive were French 
frigates, 1 tired a fhot at them, 
which was returned. At half an 
hour paft fix the Magnificent ex- 
changed feveral fhot with one of the 
frigates, which after a chafe of 14 
hours, I had the pleafure to fee 
ftrike to her. She proved to be La 
Blanche frigate, of 36 guns, and 
212 men, commanded by Moni 
Galliffoniere. 

At eleven, La Fortune frigate, of 
42 guns, and 247 men, commande 
ed by the Chevalier Marigny, ftruck 
to the Suffolk, after a chace of 18 
hours. ‘Tbe Vengeance on my lee- 
quarter, having come up with La 
Sencha, took charge of her, and 
exchanged the prifoners, &c. while 
the Stirling-Caftle and Magnificent 
continued the chafe to leeward after 
the third fp, which they came up 
(B 4) with 
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with and took after a chace of 36 
hours, on Thusfday the 23d ult. at 
three P. M, She proved to be La 
Elis, of 28 RUNS, and 63 men, 
commanded by Monf. Fontenaux. 
Ge etl. 

6th. Yelterday a court of cam- 
mon-council was held at Guildhall, 
when it was refolyed, thar the tree 
dom of this city be given to admiral 
Rodney in box value 100 gui- 
neas, as a token of the gratetul 
fenie the court entertain ot the 
fiznal fervices rendered by him to 
this country, in the deteat of the 
Spanitth fleet under Don Langara, 


OL. 
Jin My. Office Mar. h 6, 1780. 
bier. nt 0. kes, af his maje- 
fly’s ihip the Prince Geo .e, arrived 
yeiterday in the afternoon with di- 
farches from admiral Sir George 
Brydges Rodaey, and rear-admiral 
Digby to Mr. Stephens, ot which 
the following are extracts; 
Extrad of a Letter from 
Bridges Rodacy to Mr. Stephens 
dated on board the Sandiwi/, at 
Sea, the 1<th of February, 4; y 


Pieale to acquaint their lordthips, 
that on the 13th initant I lett the 
‘ on ' | nd S | 

bay of AniOraitar, with his maycity’s 


fleet unde iny command ; the Marl- 
borouch, Invineible, and Detence 
arrived the fame da} , after concuct- 
ing the yj<tuallers and ttore-flups to 
Mahon; durin ‘their | aflage to and 
from that iland, they had not met 
with or heard of any of the enemy’s 
fhips cruifiye in thefe feas, In the 
evening his mayeity’s fhip the Tri- 
ton jomned me in the Gut, after 
having conducted the convoy and 
the money he was charged with faf 
into the Port of Mahon, where he 
had remained two days, and then 
proceeded to join me with the 
rnor "s difpatches. 
mie, that every thing 


; 


vO- 


He reports to 
in that iiland 


Si Grorge 
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was in perfect fecurity and order. 

Their lordfhips will pleafe to ob. 
ferve, by the correfpondence be. 
tween the Spanifh admiral, the ge. 

1cral who commands the Span ith 
Slr beto:e Gibraltar, and myfelf, 
that I had given orders tor the em- 
barkation of Monf. Lang rara tO take 
place tor Ene rland, Upon th ck _— lith 
prifoners not being delivered u) 

On the morn ung ot the intended 
embarkation the Spanih general 
fent Notice, that the Ene uih pri- 
foners were on their way to St. 
Roch - that he had receiv. d poll ive 
orders trom his fovereign, to treat 
them with the highcit refpect and 
that the court ot Madrid 
were truly fenhble of the humanity 
and urbanity with which their ofh- 
cers and men had been treated; di- 
recting him and the viceroy of the 
province, and all his catholic ma- 
s, to treat the Englifh 


attention: 


} ty’s olhiee: 


ofhcers with the greateit civility and 
kindnefs. 
The Spanifth admiral, after have 


ing {ent me his ee boinc ne 
me with his extreme ill tkate of 
health, and the dangerous condition 
of his woun s, not then healed, as 
iikewile the general of the Spanillz 
ariny’s letter to him of that morn- 
jing, wherein he mentioned the ex- 
prefs orders otf his catholic ma- 
jeity, relative to the treatment and 
re{pect he was to thow the Brinth 
ofkcers on his receiving them at St, 
Roch, and conducting them to Gi- 
braltar; I thought it a mot propes 
time to add to that generous treute 
ment which had made fo great ay 
inpreflion on the court of Madrid 
and the spanifh nation, by releating 
the S rs 9 admiral and the Spaniih 
0 cor upon the: " pa role Ol hon Ul, 
fioned by the admiral and all the 
Spanith othcers. 


None of the common prifoners 
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had been releafed, but fuch as were 
wounded, of extremely fick, for 
which receints were given; all the 
ethers, except 500, Which were lett 
at Gibraltar, to be exchanged for 
Britith fuljects, are now on board 
the fleet on their patlage to Eng- 
. - of a Letter from Rear-admi- 

val Dicby to Mr. Stephens, dated 

on board the Prince George, at Seay 

the rd of March, 1780. 

Their lordthips will receive here- 
with Sir George Rodney’s dif- 
patches, with a journal of the pro- 
ceedinys ot the fleet hace it has been 
put un er my command; by which 
they will fee, that 1 failed trom 
Gibraltar the 14th of February with 
Sir Ge ree Rodney, who kept me 
with him till the rorh inftant, when 
he made the fignal for fepararing, 
and pirted company immediately, 
leaving me with the command of 
the flect and Spanifh prizes, except 
fuch Ships as were order d to pro- 
ce. uih him to the place of his 
dettination, Nothing material hap- 
pened ill the 23d, about one 
o’clok, when we tell in with a 
Fienen c NVOY, conhiting of two 
O43 gun flips, two large ftore-fhips 
armed ec. flute, a trigate. and about 
23 (ail of vetiels bound io the Mauri- 
ius: they were fo muchon their 
Qua’, that before we «could fee 
then trom the deck, except one, 
and ot that only the head of her 
top-fails, they made fail from us: 
the thgnal tor a ge neral chace was 
made immediately, and the Refolu- 
tion had the good luck to come up 
with the Prothée, of 64 guns, and 
goo men, about ane o'clock in the 
moining, and took her without 
loiing a mai. She is commanded 
by M nf Chilot, who I find was 
the commanding ofhcer of the ex- 
pedition, The whole convoy are, 






































OCCURRENCES, - (25) 


on the king’s account, laden with 
warlike ftores and troops; the Pro- 
thée and Ajax, both of 64 guns, 
have money on board, amounting 
to above one hundred and twenty 
thoufand pounds. The Marlbo- 
rough has taken a {now with war- 
like ftores; and the Apollo, who 
parted rp | in chace the morn 
ing we faw them, has alfo taken 
one. The Invincible, Bienfaifant, 
and Triton, have juft now joined 
with another {mall prize of the 
fame convoy; the refit muit have 
bore away in the early part of the 
evening: there were jeveral hours 
that even the headmott thips did 
not fee any of them. 

10. Yefterday a court of pro- 
prietors was held at the Eaft-india 
houfe, in Leadenhall-itreet, when 
Sir William Janes, Bart. the chair- 
man, rofe to acquaint the proprie- 
tary, that purfuant to their inftruc- 
tions of the 28th of February, he 
had on lriday lait, in company with 
William Devaynes, Efq. the deputy 
chairman, general Smith, and Mr. 
Crichton, waited on Lord North, at 
his lordfhip’s houle in Downing- 
ftreet; thar the noble lord received 
them very politely; that he read 
the propolitions with much atten- 
tion; and that they afterwards had 
a converiation of near two hours to- 
gether, in which his lordthip def- 
canted on each propofition fingly, 
and at laft concluded by rejecting 
them altogether; arguing, that he 
could never think of carrying fuch 
terms into parliament at a time 
when the company were in fo very 
flourifhing a condition, and whenthe 
public needed the affiftance of all 
its members: befides, faid his lord- 
fhip, thefe terms are much worfe 
than thofe which at prefent fubfift; 
and confidering the fituation of the 
partics, the public have a right to 
expect 
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expect better, not worfe. Sir Wil- 
liam concluded by faying, that him- 
felf and his worthy colleagues had 
made ufe of every argument to ob- 
viate the minifter’s objections ; but 
that he had concluded with a pofi- 
tive declaration, that he muft then 
give them notice of payment. 

x1, At a court-martial aflembled 
on board his majefty’s fhip Victory, 
in Portfmouth harbour, the 2d of 
March, 1780, and held every day 
afterwards (Sundays excepted) till 
the 7th of the faid month, on the 
cafe of captain Philip Boteler, it 
was determined, that he did not do 
his utmoft to prevent his majefty’s 
fhip Ardent, which he commanded, 
from falling into the enemy’s hands; 
and it was therefore adjudged, that 
he fhould be difmiffed from his ma- 
jefty’s fervice. 


Admirailty-Offce, March 11, 1780 
Extradl of a Letter from Vice-Admi- 
sal Sir Peter Parker, Commander 
in Chief of bis Mayefly’s Ships at 
amaica to Mr. Stephens, dated at 


Port Royal, January, 1780. 


The 2¢th of Nov. a confiderable 
body of Spaniards invefted St. Fer- 
nando de Omoa, and on the 28th 
the garrifon and the crew of the 
Porcupine were fo reduced by a 
pettilential diforder which raged 
amongft them, that it became ne- 
ceffary to evacuate the fort, after 
having fpiked the guns, and em- 
barked the ammunition and ftores, 

The 8th inftant, the Salifbury, 
eommanded by capt. Inglis, brought 
in here a Spanifh private fhip of 
war, of 50 guns, named the Se, 
Carlos, commanded by Don Juan 
Antonio Zavelletta, from Cadiz, 
bound to Omoa, laden with brafs 
¢cunnon, fhot, mufquets, and other 
military flores for the tort. Captain 
Inglis has fhown good conduct and 
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a becoming fpirit as well before as 
during the action. Enclofed is his 
letter giving an account of the aétion. 

Captain Luttrell has taken pot. 
feflion of the ifland of Rattan for 
hjs majefty. 


Saliflury, off Port Royal, Fan.8, 1780, 
SIR, 

On the 12th of laft month, at 
day-break, being then off Porto de 
Sall, in the bay of Honduras, we 
faw two fail to the eattward, the 
one a large fhip, the other a floop, 
to which we gave chafe, it bein 
then light breezes. After different 
manoeuvres, and the ftrange fhi 
making fome private fignals rou 
the day, at fix in the evening we 
got pretty near, when fhe hoifted a 
Spanifh enfign and pendant. Ae 
half paft fix we fired fome fhor, 
which were immediately returned, 
and continued clofing, with a cons 
ftant fire on board on both fides, 
till paft eight o’clock, when her 
main-matft went over-board, and fhe 
furrendered. Her mizen-matt alfo 
went during the night. 

She proved to be the St. Carlos, 
of 50 guns, 38 twelve-pounders, 16 
of which are brafs, 12 fix-pounders, 
and 397 men; a private fhip of 
war, commanded by Don Juan An- 
tonio Zavelletta, from Cadiz, bound 
to Port Omoa, having on board 12 
twenty-four pounders brafs cannon, 
a quantity of fhot and fhells, 5000 
ftand of arms, &c. 

The floop made off in the night. 

In the a¢tion there were four men 
killed on board the Salifbury, and 
14 wounded, five of whom died of 
their wounds: Mr. Miller, the maf- 
ter, much wounded, but is in 4 
fair way of recovery. 

The Salifbury fuffered much in 
her fails and rigging, which we im- 
mediately fet about repairing; 48 
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alfo in putting the prize into as good 
a {tate of failing and defence as cire- 
cumitances would admit of, under 
the command of lieutenant Haynes, 
firit lieutenant of the Salifbury. 
Lam, Sir, your moft obedieut 
humble fervant, 
Cuarces Inouis. 


Bir Peter Parker, Knt. Vices 
Admiral of the Blue, Se. 

13. The laft accounts from 
Ireland furnifh us with the follow- 
ing circumftances :— The Dubha 
Volunteers going to be reviewed in 
the Phoenix Park, onthe rft inttant, 
were met in Barrack-ftreet by the 
king’s troops going to relieve guard 
at the Cattle: the tormer infifted on 
having the way, which was obth- 
nately retufed by the latter, On ac- 
count of their being the king’s 
rroops, and fo tewacious were the 
Volunteers of fupporting every de- 
gree of national freedom, that the 
duke of Leinfter was fent for; but 
notwithitandiag his perfuations to 
give way to the royal army, the 
Volunteers infitted to a ma. to have 
the way, or ficht for ir, and fo de- 
termined were they, that they 
formed themtelves for the fatal pur- 
pofe: however the officers of both 
parties at len thagreed that the Vo- 
lunteers fhould have their way, to 
prevent the dreadful confequence. 
A fort of tormal excufe was next 
day fent to the Jord-lieutenant to 
the Caftle, but couched in fuch a 
form that juftified their conduct on 
the dignity of national independence 
and treedom, 

18. This morning a fire broke 
out at Northumberland-houte, at 
the caft end of the fecond ftory, 
fronting the ftreet, in a room where 
the fervants kept their liveries and 
other clothes. From five o’clock, 
When it was firft perceived, it raged 
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furioufly till eight; the flames had 
burnt from the eaft end to the weft, 
there being no party-wall in the 
whole range of building. The roof 
is deftroved, as are alfo the firft and 
fecond floors, at the former of which 
the fire was Sopp the rooms on 


the ground-floor being moft of them 
arched with brick. 


From the Jamaica Gazerre. 
Copy of a Letter from Mr. Fames 

Dickfon, to Mayor-general Cooke, 

at Kingflon, Jamaica, dated San 


vannal-la-mar, Dec. 7, 1779. 


* Latt night a terrible fire broke 
out at the bay, near the fort, which 
was reduced by it to afhes: the 
long ftores, and all the houfes on 
that fide, till you come oppofite to 
Mr. Monro’s, and all the houfes in 
Mrs. Allwood’s-row are confumed. 
Mr. Monro’s large houfe has fhared 
the fame fate. The fire was fo vio- 
lent, that ic burnt a canoe even in 
the fea. The lofs muft be immenfe, 
as little or nothing could be faved 
from fuch a rapid conflagration. 
About one this morning all Savan- 
nah was illuminated by the blaze; 
and had it not been foe the land- 
breeze, I queftion if there would 
have been a houfe ftanding on the 
bay. ‘The fire broke out at a white 
carpenter’s fhop near the fort. The 
row of houfes where Mr. Thomas 
Tomlinfen and Dobfon the fadler li- 
ved, is alfo burnt down. Iam, &c. 


Admiralty-Offce, March 18, 1780. 
Extra of a Letter from the Right 
Hon. Lord Longford, Captain of 
his Mayefty's Ship the Alexander, 
to Mr. Stephens, datcd Spithead, 
March 16, 1780. 
On the 12th inf. being to the 
weftward of Scilly, we gave chafe 
toa large frigate in the fouth-eaft 
quarter, and atter 18 hours chafe 
got within half gun-fot of her: at 


6 day 
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day-light, the morning of the 13th, 
fhe hoifted French colours, and we 
fired chafe-guns to each other for 
about two ae When we had 
at nearly along-fide of her, my 
ore-top-maft, without being ftruck 

or any part of the rigging cut, an 

without wind, went over the fide; 
I found it quite rotten. The Cou- 
yageux continued the chafe, and 
about noon, after firing a great 
number of fhot, came up with and 
took her, She proved the Monfieur 
privateer, of Granville, of 40 guns, 
awelve and fix-pounders, and 362 
men, commanded by Jean de Bo- 
¢het. She is a very fine frigate, 
almof new, 134 feet on the gun- 
deck, 

Thurfday came on at the affizes 
at Maiditone in Kent, the trial of 

ohn Knight, for aifliiting fome 
— glers in fhooting two dragoons 
at Whittabie, near Canterbury, the 
26th ult. when he was found guilty, 
and fentenced to be executed on 
Pennington heath on Saturday. 

20. On Sunday night a fire broke 
out at a tin and oil fhop, in Princes- 
fireet, Oxtord-ftreet, which burnt 
the houfe and furniture, and def- 
troyed the ftock in trade beiore it 
was extinguifhed. Several lives were 
loft. The man of the houfe, who 
had a wife and three children, came 
through the flames with a child 
under each arm, and returned to 
fave the third, when the ftaircafe- 
floor fell in with him, and they were 
burnt; a woman jumped out of 
the garret window naked, and fell 
upon the lamp-iron, and was fo ter- 
ribly bruifed, that fhe died yeiterday 
morning in the Middlefex Hofpital. 
The apprentice boy, it is faid, is 
alfo burnt. The bones of the man 
and child were dug up yeltrday 
morning. 
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King fon, Famaica, Feb. 5, 1780, 

The regular troops detached from 
the 6oth regiment, and the corps 
of Royal Irith, together with the 
Volunteers which have for fome 
time paft been afiembling at Fore 
Aygutta, embarked on W ednefday 
on board fix large armed veffels, 
for a feeret expedition, under the 
command of colonel John Polfon, 
and major-commandant captain John 
M‘Donald, and on the following 
day they failed from Port Royal, 
accompanied by his majefty’s thip 
Hinchinbroke, Horatio Nefon, E{q. 
commander; arméd fhips Horatio, 
Wilham Thomfon, Efq. command, 
er; armed brigs Penelope and Ju, 
lia, captains Johnfon and Greg; 
three armed floops, and an armed 
fchooner named the Royal George; 
the whole mounting 100 pieces of 
cannon, and excellently manned; 
they confift of near 500 regulars, 
dratced from the different corps in 
this ifland, and a great number of 
volunteers; and are to be joined at 
the place of rendezvous by 500 Bay- 
men, and 1¢00 Indians. The 
whole, when affembled, will make 
a well-appointed force of above 3000 
men, commanded by officers of a 
proved abilities, provided with a 
good train of artillery, and fupplied 
with all manner of warlike ftores 
neceflary to carry the thunder of 
the Britith arms into the heart of ag 
enemy’s country. 

22. This morning a duel was 
fought in Hydc-Park, between the 
earl of Shelburne and Wm. Fullar- 
ton, Efq. member for Plympton, 
in Devonflirc. The cautfe of the 
above duel originated in fome ex- 
preilions fed by lord Shelburng re- 
{pecting colonel Fullarton, in a pat- 
liamentary debate. The twa par- 
tics met at five in the morning. 

Thg 
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The right hon. the earl of Shel- 
burne being attended by lord Fre- 
derick Cavendifh, »as his fecond, 
and Mr. Fullarton, by the earl of 
Balcarras. The place of combat 
being chofen, the ground was mea- 
{ured out, and each party took his 
ftand at twelve paces diftance. Mr. 
Fullarton fired firft, but miffed his 
lordfhip, who in return difcharged 
his piftol, but without effect. Mr. 
Fullarton then fired a fecond time, 


when the ball lodged in the upper 


part of his lordfhip’s thigh. 

Mr. Fullarton, perceiving his 
lordfhip wounded, advanced towards 
him, telling him, he had now an 
opportunity of explaining what he 
had faid in the Houle of Lords. 
Lord Shelburne replied, he did not 
come there to make any explana- 
tions; on which lord Balcarras re- 
turned Mr. Fullarton to his ground, 
when lord Shelburne very gallantly 
fired his piftol into the air, faying, 
Mr. Fullarton could not fuppole 
that he fhould now mean to fre at 
him. 

The feconds here interpofing, 
put an end to the combat, and 
lord Shelburne walked to Hyde Park 
Corner, where getting into a hack- 
ney coach, he was carried home, 
and Mr. Adair being fent for, ex- 
tracted the ball. 

23. At the affizes for Suffex, 
held at Eaft Grinftead, on Monday 
and Tuefday laft, the following 

rifoners were tried: James Burnet, 
indi¢ted for the wilful: murder of 
Thomas Hewitt, game-keeper to 
his grace the duke of Richmond, at 
Goodwood-park, in December laft, 
and found guilty of manilaughter, 
and fentenced to be burnt in the 
hand, and to be imprifoned twelve 
months in Horfham jail.—William 
Garrett was indicted for the wilful 


murder of his wife, on the firft of 
laft February, by fhooting Hef with 
a gun loaded with bullets, which 
entered her right fhoulder, and came 
out at the left breaft: he was’ 
found guilty, and fentenced to be 
executed yefterday, and his body 
delivered for diffection. | 

On Monday laft anchored in the 
Downs, his majefty’s thip Charon, 
the hon. J. Luttrell, from the Gulph 
of Honduras, but laft from Ja- 
maica. 

The ‘Charon brings an account 
of the unfortunate lofs of the’ Le- 
viathan man of war: fhe fprung @ 
leak at fea the 16th of February laf, 
in a hard gale of wind; and by the 
continuation of bad weather, fhe 
could not be preferved longer than 
the 27th, when fhe foundered, ‘The 
crew, with fome provifions, and a 
few ftores, were with difficulty 
faved. 

At the Devon affizes, which be- 

an at Exeter on Monday laft, Wil- 
fies Wotton, for the murder of 
three women at Bratton Clovelly, 
was fentenced to be hanged in chains 
near the place where the murder 
was committed, and two men for 
burglary received fentence of death. 
Admiralty-Offce, March 23, 1780. 

Captain Byron, of his majefty’s 
fhip the Proferpine, arrived the arf 
inttant in the evening, with di- 
fpatches from rear admiral Hyde 
Parker, with whom he parted the 
24th of laft month, off Antigua. 

The admiral mentions the fafe 
arrival of Sir Hyde Parker, in the 
Phoenix, at Barbadoes, with gene- 
ral Vaughan and the troops, and 
the trade under his convoy; and 
that it was his intention to accom- 
pany Sir Hyde Parker witn the 
troops und trade bound to Jamaica, 
as far on their way as Antigua. 

The 
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The admiral adds, that Monf. La 
Motte Piquet having flipped out of 
Port Royal Bay in Martinico, with 
feven fail of the line and one fri- 
gate, he divided his {quadron, put- 
ting nine fhips under the command 
of Commodore Collingwood, and re- 
ferved an equal number to himéelf, 
and immediately put to fea in pur- 
{uit of the enemy: the commodore’s 
divifion got fight of them on the 
Sth of February, and immediately 
gave chafe, but had the mortifica- 
tion to fee them efcape, under fa- 
your of a breeze along fhore, into the 
Road of Bafle Terre in Guadaloupe, 
where they fheltered themfelves 
under cover of the fort. ‘The com- 
modore continued to cruife between 
that ifland and Martinico, with a 
view of intercepting Monf. La Motte 
Piquet, if he thould attempt to re- 
turn to Port Royal. 

Admiraltyy-Offce, March 25, 1780. 

Vice-admiral Sir Peter Parker, 
commander in chief of his majefty’s 
fips at Jamaica, has tranfinuted to 
Mr. Stephens, in his letter of the 
ad of December lait, a lift of 
twenty-one prizes taken by the {qua- 
dron under his command, between 
the 2¢th of May and 14th of No- 
vember laft. Gazctie. 

Liverpool, March 23. On Frida 
lat, te td ten and eleven o'clock 
at night, a prefs-gang ailembled be- 
fore the houle of Mr. James Rich- 
ards, in Hackin’s Key, in this 
town, where a number of failors 
had reforted, to protect themfelves 
from being imprefied; and upon 
Richards refufing to open the door, 
a general firing enfued, which con- 
tinued about half an hour. In the 
— Richards, the matter of the 
houfe, received two wounds in the 
face, of which he now lies danger- 
e@ufly ill at the infirmary. <A foldier 
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belonging to the Yorkshire militia, 
who happened to be in the houfe 
when the prefs-gang came, was 
fhot through the body, and died of 
his wounds the next morning. The 
coroner’s inqueft hath fince fat on 
the body, and the jury have brought 
in their verdict wilful murder 
againit perfons unknown. 

Hague, March 23. Sir Jofeph 
Yorke prefented a very ftrong me. 
morial to the States-General on the 
2ift of this month: in which, after 
fetting forth the high eftimation in 
which the king of a Britain his 
mafter always held the friendfhip of 
and alliance with the republic, which 
he thinks founded on the wileft and 
moft advantageous principles for both 
nations, he enumerates the various 
points in which the ftates have vio- 
lated the treaties fubfifting between 
them and Great Britain, by grant- 
ing convoys to naval ftores going to 
France, Sc. He then mentions the 
abfolute filence the ftates have kept 
as to the formal demand of the ftipu- 
lated fuccours from the republic, and 
concludes with declaring, ** That 
notwithftanding all this the king his 
matter cannot think that the States- 
General mean to abandon a {yftem 
which has been fupported with fuch 
fuccefs and glory for upwards of a 
century, and therefore authorifes 
him, as his ambaflador, to confer 
with the ftates, in order to regulate 
every thing in an amicable mauner ; 
but that if their High Mightineffes 
were determined to break the ailie 
ance with Great Britain, things 
would bear another face, and the 
king his mafter would with regret 
be obliged to take other meafures 
than he had hitherto done, and look 
upon the republic in no other light 
than as any other neutral power. 


In confequence of which he had or- 
ders 
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ders to declare, in the moft friendly, 
but yet in the moft ferious manner, 
that if the States-General did not, 
in the courfe of three weeks from the 
day of the prefentation of this me- 
morial, give a fatistactory an{wer re- 
lative to the fuccours which have 
been demanded upwards of eight 
months, his majefty would look upon 
fych conduét as breaking off the ale 
fiance on the part of their High 
Mightineffes, and in confequence 
fhould only confider the united pro- 
vinces asa neutral power, not pri- 
vileged by any particular treaties, 
and fhould fufpend till farther or- 
ders all the itipulations of the trea- 
ties made in favour of the fubjects 
of the republic, particularly thofe 
of the treaty of 1674, and fhould 
only keep to the right of nations, 
by which all neutral and unprivi- 
leged nations govern themfelves.”” 

Cambridge, March 27. The fol- 
lowing are the fubjects for this year, 
propoied by the vice chancellor, for 
two prizes of AD he risg each, the 

ift of Richard Croftes and James 

ansfield, Efjrs. our reprefentatives 
in parliament, to two fenior bache- 
Jors of arts; andthe like torwo mid- 
die bachelors, who fhall compofe the 
belt exercifes in Latin profe : 


For the fenior Bachelors : 
4n ridiculum vim ifam in fe habeam, 
at per id fedum argumentando vera ao 
Salfs rite dignofcantur ? 


For the junior Bachelors : 


Male fe res habet, cum, quod virtute 
Gffci debet, id tentatur pecunia. 


0. On Mey laft at the affizes 
at Kingfton, in Surrey, the trials on 
the crown fide came on before the 
Hon. Mr. Juitice Gould and a {pe- 
cial jury, when Mr. Donovan (who 
voluntarily furrendered) was tried for 
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having killed in a duel, in Novem. 
ber lait, Capt, JamegHanfone The 
jury, without going Out of court, ac- 
quitted Mr. Donovan of the niurder, 
and found him guilty ofmanflaughter 
on the coroner's inqueft. The judge 
fined him ten pounds to the king, 
which being paid in court, he was 
immediately difcharged. 

31. The reports of the deputies 
from feveral {tates to the affembly of 
the States-General, holden at the 
Hague on the 3d init. concerning the 
affair between Commodore Fieldia 
and Count de Byland, were as fol- 
low : 

“ Refolved, that Count Byland 
was by no means the aggreffor, but 
that Commodore Fielding, on the 
contrary, infulted the flag of the 
Dutch nation, by forcibly examin- 
ing the Dutch merchantmen, and 
by detaining fuch of them as he 
thong proper. | 

** Refolved, That a general and 
unlimited convoy is abfolutely nes 
ceffary to protect the commerce of 
the united provinces, and that even 
fuch goods as are not expreffedly 
deemed contraband by the different 
treaties, are not to be fent out with- 
out aconvoy; and 

*“* Refolved, That the deputies 
from the feveral itates do move in 
the general aflombly for an unlimit« 
ed convoy, and intreat the deputics 
of the reit of the ftates to vore and 
declare themfelves for the queftion.” 


Ata general court of the Hon, 
Eaft-India Company, it was ree 
folved, 

“ That it would tend greatly te 
promote the interefts, and to fecure 
the independence of the Eaft-India 
Company, if perfons holding cone 
tracts with government, not let at 
public bidding, were excluded from 
the direction of the Company.” 


APRIL, 
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APRIL. 


r. This dayi@ feffion of the High 
Court of ty was held at 


eager Hall, in the Old got be- 
re Sir James Marriot, judge of 
the Admiralty, and Lord Mansfield, 
when John Williams and James 
Stoneham werfe tried for piratically 
and felonioufly caufing and making 
a revolt on board a private “ys of 
war named the Eagle, on the high 
feas, within the jurifdiction of the 
Admiralty of England. The prifon- 
ers were convicted, and immediately 
received fentence of death: It ap- 
peared in the courfe of the evidence 
that the captdin of the Eagle had 
re a Dutch, a Portuguefe, and 
& Danifh merchant hhip, all of whom 
he had plundered; and that previous 
to bringing them to, he hoifted Aine- 


‘rican ‘colours, had covered the Eagle 


at the fhip’s head with a tarpaulin, 
und had given directions to fuch of 
his crew as attended him at the time 
he boarded the neutral flips, to re- 

refent the Eagle to be the Black 
Prince, a privateer from Botton. 
They were recommended by the 
jury to bis majefty’s mercy. 


Whitchall, April 1. 


Extrad of a Letter from Major-General 
Campbell to Lord George Germain, 
dated Penfacola, December 15, 1779. 


What a grievous mortification 
muftit be to me to have to relate 
to your lordfhip, for my fovereign’s 
information, the conqueft of the 
Weftern part of this province, by 
the arms ‘of Spain, in confequence 
of their carly intelligence of the 
commencement of hoftilities. Hav- 
img in my dilpatches of the 14th 
of September, prepared your lord- 
fhip for the events which have fol- 
lowed, I fhall refer for particulars to 
Lieurenant-Colonel Dickfon’s Ictter 


to me of the 20th of O&ober from 
New Orleans, tothe articles of capi- 
tulation between him and his exce|. 
lency Don Bernardo de Galvez, go. 
vernor of Lodifiana, at Baton Rouge, 
the 21ft day of September, to the 
lift he fufnithes of the killed, wound. 
ed, and prifoners, and to a paper 
containing the reafons affigned by 
him for preferring Baton Rouge for 
a poft whereat to make a ftand, as 
comprifing all the additional intelli. 
gence that appears to be requifite, 
of this unfortunate difatter, 

1 cannot help obferving, that fa&s 
have demonftrated, that Spain had 
predeterminéd on a rupture with 
Great Britain long before the decla- 
tation made on the 16th day of June 
laft by their ambaffador at che Court 
of London; had laid their plans, and 
prepared all their governors abroad 
for fuch an event; and it would ap. 
pear, had even fixed on the day, or 
at leaft, nearly the time, on which it 
was to take place: for we are here 
informed, that war was declared at 
Porto Rico in a few days after the 
16th of June. Englith veflels are 
known to have been carried into the 
Havannah as prizes in the beginning 
of Auguft laft. And from New Ors 
leans 1 have the governor’s own acy 
knowledgment of his being apprized 
of the commencement of hotilities 
on the oth day ot Augutt lait: but 
how much earlier his intelligence of 
that event really was, is uncertain. 
However that be, it 1s now uncene 
trovertibly known, that he has long 
ago been fecretly preparing for wart 
that having previoufly collected the 
whole force of the province of Lou» 
fiana, the independency of America 
was publicly recognized by beat of 
drum at New Orleans on the 1th 
day of Auguit; and every ching 
being’in readinefs for that purpote, 
he immediately marched againit our 

torces 
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forces on the Mififiippi; and he fo 
effectually fuceeeded by the capture, 
by itratagem, of a king’s floop TT] 
Lake Pontchartrain, by the feizure 
of afchooner in the river Mifliffippi 
on her way withrum and provifions 
for Manchack, and of fix other iinall 
geffels on the lakes and in the river 
Amit; Orie of thefe lat with troops 
of the regiment of Waldeck, and 
another with provifions, and by pre- 
ventive precautions in {topping any 
communication of intelligence of his 
movenients, being fent to this place, 
that be had nearly effected the ré- 
duction of the weitern part of this 
province, before we at Penfacola 
were apprized, or had the fmallett 
communication of his having com- 
menced hoftilities; the information 
of that event having only reached 
me on the 14th of September, as in- 
timated to your lordfhip in my let- 
ter of that date; and lieutenant co- 
lonel Dickfon, it appears, was forced 
to capitulate on the 21it day of that 
fame month. 

Copy of a Letter from Lieutenani- 
Colonel Dickfon to Major-General 
Campbell, dated New Orleans; Oc- 
tober 20, 1779. 

OTR, 

I fend by licutenant Wilfon, for 
your information, a copy of a journal 
which 1 kept ever fince the com- 
mencement of hodttilities with the 
Spaniards. The dangerous and dif- 
agreeable fituation I was in ever fince 
that period will be fully related to 
you by him, and I hope will in every 
particular juttify me, by convincing 
you that 1 have uled my utmoft ef- 
forts, even to the laft minute, againtt 
a great fuperiority of forces, with 
every other advantage an enemy 
could defire. I fend by lieutenant 
Wilfon the capitulation in Englifh, 
&s propofed by me to his excellency 


Don Bernardo de Galvez, and the 
3780. 


origival one in the French language, 

as finally concluded on between us, 

The terms are honourable to the 

troops and favourable to the inha- 

bitants, and | hope will meet with 
your full spantinions Engineer 

Graham, who has obtained leave 

from his exeellency Don. Bernardo 

de Galvez to go to Penfacola on 
private bufinels, was very ufeful to 
me in drawing up the terms of ca- 
pitulation, and fince our arrival here, 
on many occations, from his pertect 
knowledge of the French language, 

It is with pleafure 1 affure you, 
that all the officers and men under 
my command, behaved exceedingly 
well, and didevery duty they were 
ordered with great cheerfulnefs and 
exactnefs. Lieutenant Wilfon and 
the detachment of the royal artil- 
lery; as well as the additional gun- 
ners, diftinguifhed themfelves par- 
ticularly the day the enemy offered 
their batteries againit the redoube, 

1 mutt, in juitice to his excellency 
Don Bernardo de Galvez, fay, that 
the officers and foldicrs, who are pris 
foners of war at this place, are treat- 
ed with the greateit generofity and 
attention, not only by the officers, 
but even the Spanifh foldiers feem 
to take pleafure in being civil and 
kind to the prifoners in general. 

lam, &c. 

(Signed) Atex. Dickson, lieus 
tenant colonel 16th regiment of 
foot. 

Articles of Capitulation agreed upon 
and granted between bis Excellency 
Don Bernardo de Galvez, his Ca- 
tholic Mayef/ty’s Governor and Com- 
mander in Chief of the Province 
and Forces of Leuifiana, and Alex 
ander Dickfon, Ejfqs Lieutenant- 
Colencl of the 10th Regiment of 
Infantry, and Commander of the 
Troops of his Britannic Maje/ly 
-, “ Mifijppi, Seu for toe 

( . 


afe- 
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Garrifon and Difri of Baton 
Rouge in Weft Florida. 
Article I. 

The garrifon fhall not be made 
prifoners of war, nor obliged to en- 
gage not to bear arms for a certain 
time. . 

II. But they hall go out with all 
the military honours, arms, bag- 

ge horfes, drums beating, matches 
ighted at both ends, colours flying, 
two pieces field artillery, with their 
ammunition for fifty rounds, and 
thirty-fix rounds for the infantry. 

IIl. The garrifon fhall be con- 
veyed as foon as poffible, undera 
good efcort and convoy, to Penfa- 
cola, in Spanith veffels, either by 
the Balife, or the Lakes, as it may 
be thought proper; and the troops 
fall be furnifhed with good and 
wholefome provifions for the paflage, 
at leatt for three weeks, the veflels 
and provifions being firft examined 
and fearched by commiffaries ap- 
pointed for that purpofe by lieute- 
nant-colonel Dickion ; and the char- 
ges and expences fhall be repaid on 
the debarkation of the troops at Pen- 
facola. 

IV. His exceilency Don Ber- 
nardo de Galvez, fhall provide the 
troops with a veiiel of 100 tons 
burthen, or with two large boats, 
which fhall not be fearched: and, in 
cafe of want, with as many as fhall 
be found neceflary for conveying 
the wounded and fick, which fhall 
be able to undergo the fatigues of 
the voyage: and the other fick and 
wounded that cannot be conveyed 
immediately, fhall be permitted, as 
foon as they are able, to join their 
regiments; and, in the mean time 
his catholic majeity fhall furnifh them 
with every atuitance of which they 
may ttand in need. 


Anfwer. The fuperiority of the: 


troops uader my command, as well 


as of arms, ammunition, and pros 
vifions, together with the know. 
ledge 1 have of the bad fituation jn 
which the eae and the fort of Ba. 
ton Rouge muft be, from which all 
communication is cut off, having ta- 
ken every veffel coming from Penfa. 
cola with troops and provifions, as 
well as the armed veflel Weft Flo. 
rida, which was their only protec. 
tion, and from which veffels there 
are already in town more than 150 
prifoners of war: al} this will not 
permit me to accede to the propofi- 
tion of not making prifoners of war 
the Britifh troops which are in the 
fort of Baton enek I therefore 
pofitively require their furrendering 
themfelves prifoners of war; but 
confidering the honourable defence 
made by leutenant-colonel Dickfon, 
his officers and troops, they hall 
go out with drums beating, pieces 
charged, and colours flying, five 
hundred paces from the fort, where 
they fhall deliver the arms and co- 
lours to the troops under my com- 
mand, and furrender themfelves pri- 
foners of war, to be exchanged at 
the pleafure of the king my matter ; 
engaging, at the fame time, that 
they fhall be treated with refpect, 
and all pofftble humanity.—The 
field officers fhall be permitted to 
wear their fwords.—The fort at the 
Natchez as depending on this, fhall 
be evacuated and delivered up to 
me; and the garrifon fhall have the 
liberty to retire to Penfacola, Ja 
maica, or fuch other place under 
the government of his Britannic 
majetty, as they fhall judge pro- 
per. 

What is contained in the above, 
is to be confidered as my anfwer to 
the rift, 2d, 3d, and 4th articles. 

V. All the baggage and other 
effects, belonging to the officers, 


foldiers, and other perfons of the 
gare 
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garrifon, fhall remain their proper- 
ty, and be fent with them. 

Granted. y 

VI. In cafe any foldiers, or other 
armed perfons, fhall be found in the 
garrifon, who have before been in 
the fervice of his eatholic majetty, 
and have abfented themfelves with- 
out leave, that matter fhall not be 
examined into, but they fhall enjoy 
the terms of the capitulation, in as 
ample a manner as the others. 

Granted. 

‘ VII. Every perfon that fhall have 
borne arms in this garrifon, fhall 
be treated as part of the garrifon, 
whether they are engaged in any 
military corps, Or occupy any em- 
ploy under his Britanme majetty, 
or not. 

Being confidered as part of the 
garrifon, they fhall be prifoners of 
war, referving to myfelt the mght 
to grant liberty (to thofe who are 
not foldiers» or to inlift them if I 
think proper. 

VIII. All the negroes that fhall 


‘be found in the garrifon, fhall be - 


delivered to their matters, as alfo, all 
the flaves taken or retaken fince the 
commencement of hoftilities between 
the crowns of Spain and Great Bri- 
tain in thefe environs. 

Granted. ; 

1X. The inhabitants of this di- 
ftrict, fhall be under the fame laws, 
and enjoy the fame privileges and 
immunities of religion and judica- 
ture, and fhall have the fame ma- 
giftvates as they had under the hn- 
glihh «government, at leaft till the 
peace fhall be re-eitablithed. 

Granted in every point that fhall 
not be contrary to our laws, uatil 
the deeifion of the king my matter 
is known. 

X. The inhabitants fhall, in like 
manner, be kept in ‘ull and entire 
poiiciiion of all their effects and flaves, 
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and in fhort of every thing that be* 


longs to them. 

Granted, 

XI, All the cattle and other prae 
vifions taken from the inhabitants 
for the. troops of his catholic ma- 
jefty, fhall be paid for, without de- 
duction, according to the eftablifhed 
price of fuch articles in Louifiania, 

Granted, provided they fhall pro» 
duce fufficient proofs. 

XII. All the inhabitants who fhall 
prefer quitting the country or diftrict, 
in order to eftablifh themfelves in 
fome part of the dominions of his 
Britannic Majetty, fhall be provid- 
ed with a pafipore for their perfons, 
families, and effects, and they flail 
be permitted to remain without be- 
ing difturbed or obliged to take the 
oath of fidelity to his catholic mas 
jefty. 

Granted, in tefpe& to the liberty 
of retiring; but they fhall be oblig- 
ed to take the oath of fidelity during 
their refidence in the jurifuiction of 
his catholic majefty. 

XILI. The etiects moveable or ims 
moveable, whether of military of 
other perfons abient or prefent, thall 
remain their property; and they fhall 
have the right to fell or difpofe of 
them, as they fhall judge proper. 

Granted. 

XLV. There fhall not be the leaft 
infult offered to the troops of the 
garrifon, by the befiegers; and the 
favages, mulattoes, and negroes fhall 
be particularly. prevented from ine 
fringing this {tipulation. 

Granted. 

Article XV. No papers, whether 
public or private, fhall be feized, 
fearched, or examined under any 
pretence whatever, 

Granted. 

Article XVI. Under the above 
mentioned conditions and ftipula- 
tions, licutenant-colonel Dickfon 


(© a) will 
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will deliver up to his exceéllency 
Don Bernardo de Galvez the re- 
doubt of Baton Rouge, with all the 
¢annon now motnted upon the para- 
pets of the redoubt, and thofe that 
may be found belonging to it, which 
flrall, with all the reihaining ammu- 
nition, &c. except what has been 
expreffed in the 2d article, be put 
into the poffeffion of fuch officers as 
his excellency Don Bernardo de 
Galvez fhall fend for that purpofe, 
by the officer commanding the roy- 
al artillery of his Britannic majetty 
in that poft. 

Lieutenant colonel Dickfon will, 
in liKe manner, deliver up to his 
éxcellehcy Don Bernardo de Galvez, 
or to the commiffaries he fhall pleafe 
to fend for that purpofe, all the pro- 
vifions and other effects belonging 
to his Britannic majefty, which are 
in the garrifon. 

Atthe time of the final ftipula- 
tion of the convention, the barrier 
or pott of the. garrifon fhall be deli- 
vered up to the befiegers, and their 
centitiels fhall relieve the centinels 
of the garrifon with all the military 
honours. 

Mutual hoftages fliall be fent for 
the accomplifliment of thefe articles, 
who fhall be delivered up as foon as 
the convention is completed. 

N. B. In refpeét to the oth article, 
the inhabitants of this diftriG, in rak- 
ing the oath of fidelity to his catho- 
lre majefty, during the prefent war, 
that is tu fay, for the time that is 
yranted them to quit the country, 
fhall be exempt from bearing arts, 
at leait againit their nattral and pri- 
mitive fovereign his Britannic ma- 
jefty. And in refpeét to the rath 
article, his excelleney the governor 
of Lonitiana fhall permit the inhabi- 
tants of the town of New Ofleans 
and province of Louifiana, and the 
merchant -vefitis which ‘are in the 


4 ‘ 


ports,.to convey the Englith inhabj. 

tants, with their effeéts, to the defti. 

nation they fhall prefer. 

I accept the propofitions granted 
by his excellency Don Bernardo de 
Galvez, which ate ftipulated in the 
French language, having no inter. 
preter of the — language in 
the fort Baton Rouge, the aif of 
September, 1779. 

(Signed) (Signed) 

B. de Gatvez. Alex. Dickfon, Lr, 
Colonel 16th reg, 
foot, écehandods 
ing his Britannic 
thajefty’s troops 
on the Miffiffippi, 
&c. in Weft Flo 

| rida. 

N. B. The inhabitants of the di 
ftrict of the Natches fhall in like 
manner enjoy the fame rights and 
privileges granted to thofe of this 
diftriét by the capitulation: and 
moreover the permiffion to weat 
their fwords is granted to all the of 
ficers without exception. 

(Signed) (Signed) 

B. de Galvez: Alex. Dickfon, Lt, 
Colonel 16th regs 
foot, commands 
ing his Britannie 
majefty’s troops 
on the Miffiffippi, 
&c. in Welt Flo- 
rida. 

Copy of Liertcnant-Colonel Dickfows 

Reajons jar removing to Baton Rouge. 
Baton Rouge Redoubt, Sept. 22, 1779 

The various reports, feemingly 
well founded, that the rebels were 
in force above, and meditated in @ 
fort time an invafion of this part 
of the country, made it neceflary 
without delay to fix upon fome {pot 
where works might be throwf up 
and fortifications ereéted, to as t0 
prevent, if poffible, the troops um 


der my command, and the country 
I was 
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1 was fent to protect, from falling 
into the hands of the enemy. Che 
fituation of Manchac was unant- 
moufly’ condemned, and the fort 
¢here confidered as indefenfible a- 
gainit cannon. Accordingly, on the 
noth day of July, 1779, agreeably 
%o my own fentiments, and thofe of 
the engineer and other officers | con- 
fulted on this occafion, it was de- 
termined to take poft at Meff. Watts 
and Flowers’s plantation at Baton 
Rouge, the fituation of which, and 
jarge quantity of cleared ground, 
pointing it out as the only place 
where [ could have a reafonable 
profpect of accomplifhing the intent 
of my command. | accordingly fent 
engineer Graham, with a letter ad- 
dreffed to the inhabitants, requett- 
ing them to co-operate. with me in 
¢hrowing up a redoubt on that place, 
with which they cheerfully complied. 

Having intelligence which 1 could 
depend upon, on the 3d day of ep- 
tember, that his excellency Don 
Bernardo de Galvez was approach- 
ing in force to attack me, and that 
the redoubt at this place was in pret- 
ty good forwardnefs, it was deter- 
mined in a council of war to remove 
the troops, artillery, and ftores, as 
foon as poffible, to the redoubt, 
which was accordingly done. On 
the 12th day of September the re- 
doubt was invefted, and early in the 
morning of the 2:it a battery of 
heavy cannon was opened againtt 
it; and after an inceflant fire on 
both tides for more than three hours, 
I found myfelf obliged to yield to 
the great {uperiority of his artillery, 
and to furrender the redoubt to his 
excellency Don Bernardo de Galvez, 
who commanded the troops of his 
catholic majetty. 

1am confident I fhould not have 
been able to have made fo good a 
defence at Manchac, and of courte 





to have procured fuch favourable 
terms for the troops under my cém- 
mand, and the country I was fent 
to protect. 

On account of the redoubt’s being 
erected thereon, governor Galvez, 
contidering the plantation of Meff. 
Watts and Flowers as belonging to 
the king, has accordingly taken it ; 
and unlefs government ‘fhall make 
them a recompence, by reafon of 
their loyalty and readinefs to pro- 
mote the protection of the country, 
they will lofe a very valuable pro- 
perty ; I therefore moft ftrongly re- 
commend them to government for 
a generous fatisfaction. 

(Signed) Alex. Dickfon, Lieut, 
Colonel 16th reg. 
of foot. 

I do hereby certify, That having 
been confulted by lieutenant-colone) 
Dickfon, when it was reported that 
the rebels were coming down fo 
attack his Britannic majefty’s pof- 
feffions on the Mifliflippi, it appear- 
ed tome, that in our actual circum- 
{tances nothing better could be done 
than to erect a ficld redoubt in the 
clearing of Meff. Watts and Flowers, 
who had been generous enough to 
offer the ufe of the land provifion- 
ally for that purpofe, and that heat- 
ing that the Spanifh forces under 
Don Bernardo de Galvez were com- 
ing to attack us, that it appeared to 
me that nothing elfe was left but to 
make our fland in the faid Field Re- 
doubt, the ftockade fort at Manchac 
being «untenable againft cannon. 

(Signed) 

¥. F. Grabam, Affiftant-Engineer, 

Return of the Killed and Wounded. 
Royal artillery. 1 rank and file 

wounded—16th regiment. 1 rank 

and file killed; 1 Fitto wounded ; 

» dead, fince prifoners.—6oth re- 

giment. 1 enfign killed—Wal- 

deck regiment, 1 enfign, 1 rank 
(C 3) and 
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and, file, killed; . a, heurenant, 

1 furgeon’s mate, 2 ferjeants, 19 

yank and file dead; {ince prifoners. 

—Enfign Brock, 3d battalion 

Goth regiment, enfign Nolting, 

Waldeck regiment killed. Lieu- 

tenant Leonardi, Waldeck regi- 

ment died, fince prifoner, on his 

way to New Oriean: Note, 1 

officery 1 ferjeant, and 6 private 

men, being very flightly wounded, 
and always fit for duty, not in- 
cluded in the above. 

(Signed)  ArexanpeR Dickson, 

Lieut, Col, 60th. Regim. of Foot. 
Atrue Copy, James Camrse tr. 

Major of Brigade. 

6. Yefterday the feflions began 
at the Old Bailey, when 17 pri- 
foners were tried, two of whom 
were capitaily convidied, viz, fohn 
Sparrow, for aflaulting Joha Turner 

tarris, on Conftituuon hill, in the 
Green Park, and robbing him et a 
filver watch and 35. jn money; 
Thomas Williams, alias Charlys 
Callow avy for aflaulting Capt, Jo- 
feph Richards on the highway, near 
Stepney Caufeway, and robbing him 
ot a gold watch and fome moncy ; 
four were convicted ot grand lar- 
ceny, three of petit layceny, and 
eight acquired, 

7- Yetterday there was a very 
numerous meeting of the inhabit- 
ants of Weitnintiter, in W efiminiler- 
hii, whep a report was read trom 
the committee af aliociation, and 
Mr, Fox made a very. animated 
hirangue to the atlembly, ie which 
he arraigned the concuct and prin- 
ciples ot admimétration in the moft 
pointed terms, and parricularly at- 


tacked Lord North’s commiffion of 


accounts, as a grofs infult upon the 
people. It was refolved by the al- 
jcmbiy, to fupporr Mr, Fox in his 
tlecuon tor \.efminiter; and the 
mecting was adjourned fine die, fub- 





ject to the call of the committee, 

10. . Lelterday a_ plaifterer, and 
coachman were brough: trom the 
New Jail, Southwark, to St Mar, 
garet’s Hill, and fet. inthe pillory, 
according to their lenteace, for .an 
unnatural ¢rime. The coachman 
was killed in the pillory, and the 
plaifterer was very feverely treated, 

On Saturday three priioners were 
tried at the Seflion’s-houfe in the 
Old Bailey, one of whom, Andrew 
Breeme, was convicted of fetting 
his houle on tug, in Glanville 
ftreet, Rathbone-place. 

The following melancholy ac. 
count is juft received at the Admi- 
ralty, viz. that as the Penelope 
floop, which had captured three 
Spanifh prizes in the Weft-Indies, 
was returning with the prifoners in. 
to Jamaica, a violent gale came on, 
which forced moft of the Penclope’s 
crew to go aloft, during which ume 
the Spaniards, who were not. com, 
fined, rofe, cut Capt. Jones’s throaty 
and maffacred every man upon and 
between decks, afterwards. thot the 
remainder as they defcended fron 
aloft, and then ftood away with the 
flip foy the Havannah. Caprtaia 
Jonegs’s fon, who was put prize 
matter into one of the Spanith vel- 
lels, brought over the above horrid 
relarion. 

13. Yefterday the following pers 
fons were executed at Tyburn, pure 
fuant to their fentence: Robert An- 
drews, Robert Hughes, Richard 
Paliner, John M‘Cormick, John 
Franks, Jone Benfield, and Wil- 
ham Turly. 

‘athe Jate Nr. Richard Browne, 
king’s profefior of Hebrew, in the 
Univerfity of Oxford, having made 
a great collection of Oriental coing 
among which were many valuable 
gold ones, in the Coptic character, 
they are prefented by his osc i 

t 
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Chritt Church College, and depo- 
fited in their, library. ; 

17. On Saturday, on a trial at 
bar in the Court ot King’s Bench, 
the will of the late duke of Kingfton, 
‘jn favour of the fent countets 
dowager of Briftol, was eftablifhed. 

20. Laft Sunday, about one 
o’clock at noon, a moft terrible fire 
broke out in a houfe next the W heat- 
fheaf, at Drayton, near Abingdon, 
Berks; there being a very trong 
wefterly wind, it foon fpread itfelf 
en both fides of the road to the 
other end of the place, fo that with- 
in the {pace of two hours, forty- 
three dwelling-boufes, with all the 
barns, out-houfes, and ricks near 
them were confumed. 

27. Yefterday Mr. Wilmot, one 
of the Middilefex juftices, was 
brought up to the Court of King’s 
Bench, and received the fentence 
ef the court, having been found 
guilty upon an indictment of illegally 
mprifoning a perfon under colour 
ef the Impreis. Act. The court 
fentenced him to a fine of 100). 
Extra of a Letter from Lieutenant- 

General Knyphaujen to Lord George 

Germaine, dated New York, March 

27, 1780. 

1 have the honour to inform your 
lordfhip, that fince general Clin- 
ton’s departure from hence, on the 
26th of December laft, we have had 
the longeft and mott fevere winter 
that was ever remembered: all was 
continent ; and horfes with heavy 
carriages could go over the ice into 
the Jerfeye, from one ifland to ano- 
ther: and it is only fince the 20th 
of February that the rivers and 
ftraits have been navigable. 

The rebels thought to avail them- 
felves of this eafy communication, 
and threatened an attack upon 
Btaten-Ifland, where there were .a- 

us 1800 men, under the com- 
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mand of brigadier-general Sterling, 
who were pretty well intrenched, 
For this purpofe general Wathing- 
ton, whofe army was hutted. at 
Morris-Town, fent a detachment 
of 2700 men, with fix pieces of 
cannon, two mortars, and fome 
borfe, commanded by lord Sterling, 
who arrived on the iffand early ia 
the morning of the 1¢th of January, 
our advanced pofts having ‘retired 
upon theirapproach, They formed 
the line; and having made fome 
movements in the courfe of that 
day, withdrew in the night, after 
having burnt one houfe, pillaged 
fome others, and carried off with 
them about 200 head of cattle. 
The day of their arrival on the 
land, I embarked 600 men 
to attempt a paflage, and fupport 
general Sterling; but the floating 
ice prevented their fuccefs, and 
obliged chem to return. I imagine 
that the appearance of thefe tranf- 
ports, with troops on board, which 
they could fee towards the clofe of 
the day, induced them to make this 
fudden retreat, as they could not 
tell what fuccefé they might have. 
Some prifoners were made in their 
retreat, 

In the night of the 22d of this 
month we partly furprifed and took 
a rebel poft in the | ey confift- 
ing of 250 men, of whom we made 
only 65 prifoners, owing to two 
embarkations, one from hence un- 
der lieutenant-colonel Macpherfon, 
and another from Kingforidge under 
lieutenant-colonel Howard, not ar- 
riving at the appointed time. - Our 
lofs upon this occafion was very in- 
conliderable. Captain Armftrong, — 
of the 42d regiment, is wounded, 
By thefe little enterprizes during the 
winter, as far as we can afcertain, 
we have made 320 prifoners, and 
killed about 65 of the enciny, 

By 
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. By the bett intelligence I have 
been able to get, general Wathing - 
ton’s army at Morris-Town confiits 
of about gooo men, befides mi)jtia. 
"There has been a great deferuon 
among them: tired of the war, and 
diffatisGed with the depreciated yaivue 
of their money, a general difcontent 
pervades the whole army. 
Extra of a Letter from Mayor-Ge- 
neval Paitifoa to Lord George Ger- 

main, dated New York, Feb. 22, 

1750, 

The intenfe frof, accompamed 
With creat fails of fnow, which .be- 
gan here about the middle at-De- 
cembcr, fhurup the navigation of 
this port from the fea, within a tew 
days after admiral Arbuthnot’s ficer, 
with the troops under the com- 
thander in chief, had takon its de- 
parture from Sandy Hook... ‘The 
feverity of the weather increafed to 
that derréc, that towards the mid- 
dle of January all communications 
with this city by water were entire- 
ly cut off, and as many new ones 
opened by the ice. We could fearce- 
hy be fuid to be im an infular ftate. 
The paflage of the north, even in 
the wideft part, from hence’ to Pau- 
lus Hook (2000 yards), was about 
the igth, practicable for tlre heavi- 
eft cannon, an event unknown in the 
memory of man; and very {oon af- 
ter provifions were tran{ported from 
fleighs, and detachments of cavalry 
marched from New York to Staten 
}iland (11 miles) upon the ice. The 
eaft river to Brooklyn on Long 
Tfand was ulfo, for many days, 
blocked up. 

Thus circumftanced, my lord, 
this city was laid open on may 
fides to an attack from an enter- 
priting enemy; and notwithftand- 
my the unfucce(ifal attempt they 
made upan §tatén Ifland, on the 
44th of January, it was peverthe- 


lefs ftrongly reported that genera} 
Wafhington was meditating a great 
ftroke upon New Y ork, with his whole 
force, by different attacks; and al. 
though the undertaking would per- 
haps have been too daring and un- 
warrantable, yet the ‘repeated jn« 
telligence we received of the many 
preparations they were making for 
that purpofe, forbad the abjolute 
difbeliet of fuch a plan’s being under 
contemplation: therefore, havin 
received in November lait an ade 
dreis, figned by the principal inha- 
bstants in behalf of themielves and 
tellow-citizens,. to put themtelves 
m military array, [I thought it a 
favourable-oecation of putting the 
lincenity of their profetiions ‘to the 
teft, and of adding im the prefent 
inftance to the fecurity of the city 
and garriion, which the commander 
in chiet was. 'plealed to honour me 
with the care-and command of, ag 
well as efiablihhing in tuture tuck 
an internal defence, as to.make a 
garriton of lefs ftrength fufficient m 
general tor its protection, I con- 
fulted with general Tryon upon the 
expediency of. this meafure; and as 
he entirely concurred in my opinion, 
I did not hefitate (having taken the 
femie too of fome of the principal 
citizens’ to iflue a proclamation, 
calling upon all the male: inhabite 
ants, trom the age of 17 to 60, ta 
embody and take arms. The cheete 
tulnefs and alacrity with which it 
was univerfally complied, exceeded 
all expectation; and, ‘in the {pace 
of feven days atter the proclamas 
tion, we had the pleafure to fee 40 
companies, from the fix wards of 
the city, enrolled, officered, and une 
der arms, to the number of 2660, 
many of the moft refpedtable citi- 
zens ferving in the ranks of each 
company. Above goo purchaled 
arms at their own expenee, and the 
whoig 
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ere defirous of doing the 
re there had been a fufficient 
number of firelocks im town tor 
fale; but that not being the cafe, 
it was neceflary to fupply the defi- 
ciency from the king’s ftores. I or- 
dered them however to be iffued 
only as a loan, and upon condi- 
tion of each captain becoming re- 
nfible, under chdt hand, to the 
furekeeper, for returning to him, 
when called upon, the number he 
received, or to pay 63, tor each 
fandsof arms:jf “required. ‘The ot- 
ficers appointed to the compames 
are all perfons of known well af- 
fected principles. 

This ‘laudable fpirit and ardour 
being happily railed, quickly dif- 
fufed itfelf amongtt all orders of 
men. The feveral public depart- 
ments vied with cach other. who 
fhould .be. moft forward in offering 
me their fervices as volunteers. ‘I 
rea ily accepted their oflers, and 
formed them into companies ac- 
cordingly. ~The old yoluaveer com- 
panies likewife augmented their 
numbers; and in a very few duys I 
reviewed them all toprether under 
arms, moft of them cloathed in uni- 
form at their own expence. Gen. 
Koyphaufen, gen. Tryon, and all 
the general oflicers, were prefent, 
and expreffed the higheit 4atistac- 
tion at fo refpectable a body of men. 

The rigour of the troft 4s ‘now 
happily abated, and we are flattered 
with the profpect ef a complete 
thaw; fo that all ideas of “an attack 
are now at an ‘end. Indeed it was 
much to have been wiflied they had 
made one, ‘as we were fo well pre- 
pared to repel it to theirccoft. We 
already learn, that the recent dif 
Play o: loyalty here, with ‘the great 
acquilition of force it produces, ‘has 

ad its effets upon the friends of 
government without the lines, as well 


as upon the enemy, who ‘lrave been 
apprehenfive of an attack being inv 
tended apon theit main force at 
Morris Town. London Gax, 


M AY. 


g- Yefterday morning two per- 
fons, one ‘a tradefman and the other 
a fheriff’s officer, were brought be- 
fore the Court of King’s Bench to 
receive fentence for having fome 
time avo arrefted one of the dome- 
ftics belonging to his excellency 
Count de Welderen. Mr. Juftice 
Willes, in a fhort fpeech, explained 
the nature of the offence, ob erviug, 
at the fame time, how’ ‘neceffary 
it was ftrictly to adhere to the law 
of nations: that the ‘perfons now 
before them, had been guilty of a 
very high offence againft that law, 
and which called loudly for an exe 
emplary punifhment: the judgment 
therefore of the court was, that the 
two perfons be immediately taken 
mto the cuitody of the marfhal of 
this court, and ‘be by him condu&- 
éd this day, at any hour that ma 
be appointed, to the dwelling houfe 
of Count de Welderen, with a label 
faftened to each of their breafts, de- 
noting their offence, and that the 
do then and there atk pardon of his 
excellency for the crime by them 
committed; the tradefman to be 
afterwatds imprifoned for three 
months, and the fheriff’s officer to 
pay-a fine of sol. and be committed 
till he pay the fame. 

Conflantinople, May 4. In the 
night of the 18th laft, a fire broke 
out in the palace of the late Reis- 
Effendi, the progrefs of which wag 
fo violent, that in a very fhort time 
that magnificent building, which 
coft him ‘more than 200,000 crowns, 
with two others contiguous, was re- 
duced to afhes, “The minifter’s fons 
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and fixteen other perfons, who were 
im it, were burnt to death. 
tz. On Monday laf the fefhons 
ended at the Old Bailey, when the 
following perfons received fentence 
ef death, viz. William Edwards, 
for robbing Willtam Randall on the 
highwey, scar Bagnigge-welis, ot 
two guineas and 3s. when he ufed 
the profecutor with great cruelty, 
and with a hanger cut off two ot his 
fingers; jJof. Biley, alias Bruth, tor 
fealing and driving away a cow out 
of lilmgton fields, the property of 
Patrick Watere; Thomas Hum- 
hreys, for robbing William Bil- 
Loy, on the highway, in Pancras 
fields; and James Purie tora rape 
on Elizabeth Midwinter. Albert 
Lowe, for the murder of his wife, 
after a trial of five hours, was acquit- 
ecd of the murder, and tound guilty 
vanflaughter only. 
eh wiralt y- “OF me, Mi ty 2 26; 178>. 

Captain Uve a late commander 
of his Majefty’s fiip Ajax, and 
capt. Bazely, of ‘his Maj eity’s fhip 
the Pegalus, arrived late lait night 
with difpatches trom admiral ‘Sir 
George Brydges Rodney, Bart. 
comm ander j in chief ot his Maje! fty’ $ 
fhip 3 at the Leeward lilands, to Mr. 
Stephens, eiving the tallowing ac- 
) ot the French 


count of the deteat 


fiects. under the command of the 

Comte de Guichen. 

Latrasd of a Letter from Sir George 
Brydges Roducy to. Mr. Stephens, 
dated Sandwuh, og Fort Royal Bay, 
Martinique, April 26, 1780. 

Since acquainting their lordthips 


of my oar al at Barbadocs and St. 
Lucia, and taking upon me the com- 
") oA, @ of his m jetty’ $ fhips in that 
ftation, the enemy, who had parad- 
ed for feveral betore St. 
Lucia, with 2¢ {liips of the line, 
and eight frigates fuil of tro >ps, and 
wcre in hopes of furpriiing the 
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ifland, were difappointed in their 
views by the good ewes made 
of the troops by Gen. Vaughan, and 
of the fhip by rear-admira! Parker. 
They retired into Fort Royal Bay a 
few hours before my arrival at Gros 
lilet Bay on the 27th of March. 

As foon as the fleet could potibly 
be got ready, I determined to return 
theic vifit, and offer them battle; 
and accordingiy on the 2d of Apnil, 
proceeded with the whole fleet of 
Fort Royal Bay, where, for two 
days, l otfered the enemy battle; 
the fleet being near enough to count 
all their guns, and at times within 
random-fhot of fome of their forts. 
Monheur de Guichen, notwith- 
ftanding his fuperior number, chofe 
to remain in port. I thoughe it 
moft proper for his majefty’s te: vice 
to leave a fquadron of copper-bor- 
tomed fhips to watch the motions of 
the enemy, and to give me timely 
notice fhould they attempt to fail, 
With the other I anchored in Gros 
ready at a moment’s 
warning to cut or flip, in order to 
purfue or engage the enemy, thould 
they leave Fort Royal Bay. 

In this fituation both fleets re- 
mained mill the isth initant, when 
the enemy with their whole force 
put to fea in the middle of the night; 
immediate notice of which being 
given me, I followed them, and hav- 
ing looked inte Fort Royal Bay, and 
the road of St. Pierre’s, on the "16th 
we got fight of them about eight 
leagues to leeward of the Pear! rock. 
A general chace to the north-wett 
followed, and at five in the evening 
we plainly difcovered that they con- 
fitted of 23 fail. of the line, one 
fitty-gun fhip, three frigates, @ 
lugger, and cutter. When might 

came on, I tormed the fleet in 3 
line of battle a-head, and ordered 


the Venus and Greyhound frigates 
ta 





































Sew wees NS OF OF FY we" —- =e~ 


VG w Oo 


woe « 


1780.) OCCURRENCES. (43) 


to keep between his majefty’s and 
the enemy’s fleets to watch their mo- 
tions, which was admirably well 
attended to oy that good and veteran 
oficer, capt. Ferguion. 

The manceuvres the enemy made 
during the night, indicated a with 
to avoid battle, which | was deter- 
mined they fhould not, and there- 
fore counteracted all their motions. — 

At day-light in the morning of 
the 17th, we faw rhe enemy diftinct- 
jy beginning to form the line a-head: 
] made the fignal for the line a-head 
at uo cables length diltance. At 
45 minutes after ix I gave notice 
by public fignal, that my intention 
was to attack the enemy’s rear with 
my whole force; which fignal was 
anfwered by every fhip in the flect. 
At feven A. M. perceiving the fleet 
too much extended, I made the tig- 
nal tor the line of battic, at one ca- 
ble’slenethaiunderonly. Ag thirty 
minutes after eight, A. M. 1 made 
a firnal for a line of battle a breatt, 
each thip bearing from the other N. 
by W. and S. by E. and bore down 
upon the enemy. This fignal was 
penetrated by them, who dilcover- 
ed my iniention, wore and formed 
a line of battle on the other tack: I 
immediately made the fignal to haul 
the wind, and torm the line of bat- 
tle a-head: at nine A. M. made the 
fienal tor the line of battle a-head, 
at two cables length on the larboard 
tack, 

The different movements of the 
enemy obliged me to be very atten- 
tive, and watch every opportu- 
nity that offered of attacking them 
to advantage. 

At eleven A. M, I made the fig- 
nalto prepare for battle, to convince 
the whole fleet 1 was determined to 
bring the enemy to an engage- 
ment. At so minutes after eleven 
A. M. I made the fignal for every 
fap to bear down and ftcer for hér 


oppofite in the enemy’s line, agree. 
bly to the 21ft article of the addi- 
tional fighting inftructions. At s¢ 
minutes alter eleven A. M. I made 
the fignal tor battle: a few minutes 
after, the fignal that it was my inten- 
tion to engage clote, and of courfe 
the admiral’s fhip to be the example. 
A tew minutes before one P. M. one 
ot the headmoft fhips began the 
action. At one P.M. the Sande 
wich, in the centre, after having 
received feveral fires from the ene- 
my, began to engage. Perceiving 
feveral of our fhips engaging at a 
diftance, I repeated the Hgnal for 
clofe action. ‘The aétion in the cea- 
tre continued till 15 minutes after 
four P. M. when Monf. Guichen ia 
the Couronne, in which they had 
mounted go guns, the Triumphant, 
and Fendant, after engaging the 
Sandwich for an hour and an half, 
bore away. 

The fuperiority of the fire from 
the Sandwich, and the gallant be- 
haviour of her officers and men, en- 
abled her to fuftain fo unequal a 
combat; though, before attacked 
by them, fhe had beat three fhips 
out of their line of battle, had en- 
tirely broke it, and was to leeward 
ot the wake of the French admiral. 

At the conclufion of the battle the 
enemy might be faid to be com- 
pletely beaten; but fuch was the 
diftance of the van and rear from the 
centre, and the crippled condition 
of feveral fhips, particularly the 
Sandwich, who for 24 hours was 
with difficulty kept above water, that 
it was impoilible to purfue them that 
night without the greateft difadvan- 
tage; however, every endeavour 
was ufed to put the Beet in order; 
and I have the pleafure to acquaint 
their lordfhips, that on the 20th we 
again got fight of the enemy’s fleer, 
and for three fucceflive days purfued 
them, but without effect, they 
ufin g 
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wiing every endeavour pofiible to a- 
woid a fecond aétion, and endeavour- 
ed to pufh for Fort Royal, Mar- 
tinico. We cut them off. “Do pre- 
vent the rifque of another action, 
they took ‘flelter under Guada- 
Joupe. : 

as I found it was in vain to tol- 
Yow them with his majelty’s fleet in 
the candition they were in, and 
every motion of the enemy indicat- 
ing their intention of getting to Fort 
Royal Bay, Martinico, where alone 
they could repair their fhattered 
ticet, | thought the only chance we 
had of bringing ‘them ag. lin to action 
was to be ‘of “Fort Koyal before 
them; where the fleet under my 
command Arow is, in daily expecta- 
gion of their arrival. 

Admiral Parke: ucquaints me that 
feveral flaps of the enemy’s van 
mere greatly difabled, and forced to 
bear away; his own fh ip was das 
meged, and the main-matt in great 
“dunrecr. 

]. cannot conclude without ac- 
‘quainting their lordihips, that the 
French admiral, who appeared to 
wea brave and gallant ‘otheer, had 
the honour to be nobly fupporied 
@uring the whole a¢tion. 


G. B. RODNEY. 


In the nbove action 120 men were 
killed on board the Enelih fleet, and 
353 wounded. 

Orricers Killed. 
Hon. capt. St. John of the Intrepid. 
Lieut. Deacon, ft heut. of ditto. 
Lient. Hooper, rd heut. of ditto, 
Mr. Dam, a Danifh heut. of ditto. 
Licut. Mackton, of the Sanh ich. 
Licut. Wiemore, of the Mec Witte 
Orrre rs Wounde ; 
Capt. + ilton, of the >see Uru. 
Hon. Alex atider Coc krane, 4th licut. 
oft hi 
Capt. Carey, of the Marines. 


Capt. Ogle, of the 87th regiment, 
doing duty on board, 

Capt. New nham, of the Grafton, 

Lieut. Stewart, 3d hieut. of ditto. 

Lieut James Smith, sth licut. of 
ditto. 

Lieut. Edwarea Smith, of the § 
wich, 

Lieut. Harriot (marines) of the E}j. 
zabeth. 

Gunner of the Intrepid. 

Extracl of a Letter from the Hon, 
Mazyor- General Vaughan, Come 
mander in Chief of his Majefty's 
Forces in the Leeward and Carih. 
bee Lands, to Lord Ge rMauit, 
dated St. Lucia, April 25, 1780, 
Intelligence have been received 

of the French leet moving trom 
Port Royal, Sir Geor ve Rodney 
immediately put to fea; andas open- 
ings might offer of viewing the ene- 
my’s itlands, affording the tr oops 
fuch fupport as they might require, 
or of contributing in any meafure 
to the fervice, 1 accompanied him 
m the Sandwich, which bore the 
mott diftinguithed fhare in the action 
that happened on the 17th inftane. 
No fhip could have been led on with 
more gallantry, or do the annals of 
the navy record a greater character 
than Sir George fup ported, in fet- 
ting the nobleft of examples ; but 
to attempt his praife would be de- 
tracting trom his merit, which fur- 
pales applaute. 

Stockholm, May 2. Our court has 
accepted of the plan of an armed 
neutrality propofed by the empress 
of Ruffia, and has, in confequence, 
given orders to equip fix more thips 
ot the line; fo that our naval force 
will be equal to that of Denmark, 
and contitt of ten fail of the line 
and tix frigates. Six fhips of the 
line will_remain at Carlfcreon pro- 
perly fitted out, and re: idy to be em- 
ployed on the earliegt HOLICe. 

Copeas 


and. 





A, Be At ti, i Mi at 


—ee A, oo. ee. Ae ee eee eee eee 


42S = ~~ rr 


= £ 











3760:} OCCURRENCES. (4s) 


Copenhageny May 9. The ew 
has agreed to the propotal of the 
empreis of Ruffia; in confequence 
of which, meaiures are taken to fit 
out the intended armament ; hefides 
the four fhips of the line, and two 
frigates now equipping, the court 
has put two more of 70 and 60 guns 
$nto commiiiion, and failors are rail 
ing with all {peed for this armament. 


JUNE, 


y. About two o’clock in the af- 
ternoon a moft violent ttorm of hail 
laid open almoft all the houfes in 
Warminiter, Wilts, by dettroying 
the glafs in the windows expofed to 
the Ss. and S.S.W. The hail-ftones 
meafured from three to nine inches 
in circumference. It was equally 
felt in many other places, particu- 
larly at Oxtord, where about fix in 
the evening a ball of fire entered 
the houfe of Mr. Meredith, a cutler 
of that city; fhivered the ftair-cale, 
reduced a chimney-glafs to powder, 
pierced a mahogany cheit as if with 
{mall fhot, tnelted « bell-metal mor- 
tar, beat down the maid-fervant, and 
did other damage; but what is re- 
markable, no one was killed, though 
people were litting in the rooms 
where the imprefiions of the fire 
were moit manifeit. At lord Wey- 
mouth’s feat at Longleat, the glafs 
of the hot-houle, melon and cucum- 
ber frames, were fhattered in athou- 
fand pieces: geetc, ducks, and poul- 
try of all forts, were killed wherever 
they were expofed; in fhort, fuch 
general deflruction was never known 
from a tempeit in the memory of the 
videft man living. 

2, Sunday meetings had been 
for fome time pait held in Lon- 
don, by perfons fiyling themfelvas 
the Proteitant aflociation, of which 


Lord George Gordon became pres 


fident. The object of their affocias 
tion was, to procure a repeal ot an 
act which had been lately pafled, 
“* for reli¢ving his majefty’s fubjects 
protefiing the Romifh religion, from 
certain penalties and difabilities im- 
pofed upon them in the rth and 
12th years of the reign of kin 
William III.”? The members of the 
aflociation profefled great apprehen« 
fions of the increafe of popery, and 
employed the utmott pains to pro- 
cure fub{criptions to a petition te 
parliament for a repeal of the aét ja 
favour of the Papitts. It was re- 
ported that more than an hundred 
thoufand perfons had figned the pe- 
tition. It was alfo refolved, in ore 
der to give their petition the ereater 
weight, that the aflociation fhould 
go in proceflion to the houfe of 
commons, on the day that it was 
prefented. ‘To promote this fcheme 
the following advertifement was 
publithed : 
Proteflant Affociation. 

** Whereas no hallin London caw 
contain 40,000 perfons. Relolved, 
that this affociution do mect on Fri- 
day next, in St. George’s fields, at 
ten o’clock in the morning, to con- 
fider of the moft prudent and re- 
ipecttul manner of attending their 
petition, which will be prefented 
the fame day to the houfe of com- 
mons. 

** Refolved, for the fake of good 
order and regularity, that this affo- 
ciation, in coming to the ground, 
do feparate themfelves into four di- 
{tinct divifions, viz. the London di« 
vilion, the Weitmintter divifion, the 
Southwark divifion, and the Scotch 
divilion. 

** Refolved, that the London di- 
vilion do take place upon the right 
of the ground towards Southwark, 
the Weitminiter divifion fecond, the 
Southwark divifion third, and the 
Scotch 
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Seotch divifion upon the left, all 
wearing blue cockades, to diftinguith 
themfelves from the papifts; and 
thofe who approve of the late act in 
favour of popery. 

“ Refolved, that the magiftrates 
of London, Weftminfter, and South- 
wark, are requefted to attend, that 
their prefence may over-awe and 
controul any riotous or evil-minded 
perfons, who. may with to difturb 
the legal and peaceable deportment 
of his majefty’s protettant fubjects.— 
By order of the aflociation. Signed 
G. Gordon, prefident. Dated, Lon- 
don, May 29.” 

Aceordingly, on the day appoint 
ed, namely, Friday, June 2d, a vatt 
concourfe of people affembled trom 
all parts of the city and fuburbs, in 
St. George’s ficlds, where they were 
joined about eleven o’clock by lord 
George Gordon. On his lord{hip’s 
arrival they formed a ring round 
him, in which fituation he made a 
fhort fpeech to them, ftrongly re- 
commending a peaceable deportment 
and behaviour, and that im this dif- 

ofition they fhould proceed to the 
houte with their petition. A hand- 
bill was likewife diitributed, incul- 
cating the fame pacific temper. 

During the fpeech made by his 
lordthip, the crowd, in their defire 
of feeing and hearing, prefied to 
clofely around him, that partly with 
the heat of the day, and partly with 
the largenefs of their number, his 
lordihip was near being futtocated. 
The throng being then removed to 
a little farther diltance, his lord{hi 
marched them in four different bo- 
dies, according to their four divi- 
fions of London, Weftmintter, South- 
wark, and Scotland, three or four 
times round the fields, atter which 
his lordilup left them, proceeding in 
his carnage over Welimintter-bridge 
to the Houfe of Commons, in order 
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to be at hand there, to prefent the 
petition when brought up. 

The committee of the affociation 
with feveral other members of the 
fociety, went the fame way. The 
reft, amounting to at leaft 50,000, 
took their route over London bridge, 
marching in tolerable order, and 
very quietly, about fix or eight in 
a rank, through* ornhill, Cheapfide, 
&c. towards W eftmintter, following 
their refpective banners, on which 
were written the name of the divi. 
fion, with the words “ No Popery,” 
and other labels, expreffive of the 
bufinefs of the day. Each petitioner 
alfo wore a blue cockade in his hat, 
fome of which were ornamented with 
gold and filver; and many likewife 
had printed labels affixed to them, 
of the tame tenor with thole on the 
banner. 

At the head of the Scotch divi- 
fon, a Highlander marched in his 
country drefs, with his {word drawn, 
and tollowed by a pair of bay-pipes. 

In St. George’s fields, previous to 
the march, a taylor was employed 
to tack together the different fkins, 
figued by the petitioners, compoting 
a very large roll, which was carried 
on a man’s head. 

In this manner they marched on, 
gathering every where as they went, 
and when they came towards Char- 
ing-crofs, were joined by frefh num- 
bers, fome on horfeback and in 
coaches, who proceeded with them to 
the houfe. As they proceeded by 
the churches, they gave them three 
cheers. The Admiralty was alfo fa- 
luted by them as they pafled; and 
by the time they came to New Pa- 
lace yard, the conpany which pate 
ed over Weitmintter-bridge having 
ined them, their numbers wer 
now fo large, that Old Palace yard, 
with Weftminfer-hall, and all the 
avenues about both heufes of par- 
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liament, were entirely filled with 
them. , 

In this fituation they waited the 
arrival of the members of both 
houfes, many of whom were very 
roughly treated by them in their 
way to the houfe. Among thete 
their principal vengeance feems to 
have fallen upon the peers, both 
fpiritual and temporal, particularly 
on the archbifhop of York, whoite 
carriage they ftopped, and greatly 
infulted him; the Lord Pretident, 
whom they feized, joitled, and kick- 
ed on the legs;, lord Mansfield, 
whom they ftopped, and reviled to 
his face; lord Stormont, whofe car- 
riage they took pofletlion ot for near 
half an hour, getting upon the box 
and wheels, taking great liberties 
with his lordfhip’s perfoa; and they 
might not perhaps even then have 
parted with his lordfhip, had not a 
gentleman jumped into the carriage, 
and prevailed upon the populace to 
defift. The duke of Northumber- 
land was treated rather favourably, 
but loft his watch. Lord Botton 
was feverely handled by them,’ and 
the bifhop of Litchfield met with 
nearly the like treatinent. Befides 
thefe, the lords Hillfoorough and 
Townthend (who went together in 
the fame carriage) with lord Wil- 
loughby de Broke, and lord Afhburn- 
ham, were very roughly handled, 
the two former lofing their bags, 
and the two latter being buffetted 
about for fome time. Lord St. John 
and lord Dudley received likewife 
ftrong marks of the rioters refent- 
ment. 

The bifhop of Lincoln (Thurlow) 
hardly efcaped with hia life. The 
humanity of Mr. Atkinfon, an at- 
torney, in Weftminfter, admitted his 
lordthip into his houfe, at the rifque 
of his property and exiitence: and 
the bifhop in difguife got away over 
the tops of the houfes, 
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The commons fared better indi- 
vidually ; though, collectively, they 
were juitly under fill greater appre- 
hentions than the lords. 

But Mr. Strahan and Welbore 
Ellis, Efq. experienced a pood deal 
of rough treatment. The former 
had his carriage confiderably damag- 
ed, and the ome oe | gentic- 
nan was purfued to the Guildhall, 
Wettminiler, the windows of which 
the populace broke in their fury, 
and then getting at the object of 
their purfux, treated him with much 
roughnels. Lord Trentham likewile 
received a confiderable degree of in- 
fult, and had the front-glafs of his 
vis-a-vis broken. 

When lord North made his ap-. 
pearance, it was with difficulty he 
found his way to the commons, be- 
ing ftopped on the fkair-cafe by fe- 
veral of the members of the affoci- 
ation. Lord George Germaine too, 
on his arrival, was much hifled and 
groaned at, and porter thrown into 
his face. 

The mob twice attempted to force 
their way into the Houfe of Come 
mons, and it was with difliculty the 
members goteitherin ar out, They 
attempted alfo the Houfe of Lords, 
but by the excellent management of 
Sir Francis Molyneux, and the ex- 
ertions of the door-keepers, were 
kept out. 

However, they filled the Lobby 
of the commons houfe, and prefled 
fo violently againit the door, that 
the members might truly be faid to 
be clofely blocked up. Mott part 
of the day was fpent in that houfe 
in debates relative to the mob. But 
when the houfe had obtained fome 
degree of order, lord George intro- 
duced his petition, which he faid 
was figned by near 120,000 prote- 
{tant fubjects, ** praying the repeal 
of the act of laft iedion an favour of 
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the Roman catholics,” and moved 
to have the faid petition brought up. 
Mr. Alderman Bull feconded his 
motion, and leave was accordingly 
given. 

In the interim, while this bufinefs 
Was in agitation, lord George was 
frequently called upon to dilperfe his 
followers. His manner of addrefl- 
ing them is differently reported. 
Firft, he told them they had nothing 
to hope from the temper of the 
hov'e; then, that it was refolved 
to confider their petition on Tuef- 
day, but he did not like delays; 
and laftly, he advifed them to de- 
part peaceably, and rely upon the 
goodnefs of their gracious king, who, 
now that he knew the defires of his 
people, would be ready to meet their 
wifhes. With this affurance, as foon 
as the Noufe broke up, mott of them 
difperfed, and the guards, who had 
been fent for, and were arrived, 
were in a fhort time after ordered 
home. 

But though order and tranquillity 
were re-eftabliflied in this part of the 
town, it was far otherwile elfewhere. 
The mob paraded off in different 
divihons from Palace-vard, and fome 
of them went to the Romifh chapel 
in Duke-ftreet, Lincoln’s Inn-tields, 
and others to that of Warwick-ttreet, 
Golden-fquare, where, finding little 
or no oppofition, they pulled down 
the altars, ornaments, and furniture, 
and committed the whole to the 
flames. Amonctt other valuables, 
Was the beautiful painting at the 
altar of the Sardinian ch yp 1, by the 
Chevalier Cafali,* which is faid to 
have coit 25001. A party of the 
guards was fent for, but before 
they arrived the mifchief was done. 
Thirteen of the ri ters were taken ° 
the reit, on the appearance of the 
military, inflantly diperfed. 

3° On the day foliowing, the 


thirteen rioters that had becn appre. 
hended by the military the preceding 
night, were examined, and after. 
wards recommitted for farther ‘ex. 
amination. 

Little or no difturbance happen. 
ed this day, and fober people began 
to hope that the rage of bigotry, 
and ot lawlefs violence, had fubfid. 
ed; but their hopes of this kind 
were unhappily difappointed. 

4. On Sunday in the ufternoon, 
the mob met at Moortelds, and, as 
it were in an inftant, collected 2 
body of feveral thoutands, who, on 
the cry of ** No Papiits! Root out 
Popery!”’ prefently attacked the po- 
pith chapel in Rope-maker’s alley, 
the infide of which they totally de- 
molifhed, and brought the altar, 
images, pictures, feats, and every 
moveable, into the itrcet, where 
they committed them to the flames 
About half after nine, a party of 
the guards arrived, when the mob 
immediately began to driperie. 

Some few accidents happe ned on 
the approaching of the military, but 
no perton was this night killed by 
the joldiers. Encouraged by this le- 
nity, they began on the following 
day to grow more daring and deipe- 
rate. 

s. Early on the Monday, they 
demolithed the fehool-houle, and 
three dwelling-houfes, in Rope-ma- 
ker’s alley, belonging to the priefts, 
with a valuable library of books. 
‘They now threatened the dettraction 
of all who fhould oppofe them ; and 
divided into different parties, and 
for different purpofes. One party 
fhewed itfelf before Lord George 
Gordon’s, inWelbeck-itreet; another 
party went in triumph to Virginia 
ttreet, Wapping ; a third directed 
their march to Nightingale-lape, 


Eatt Smithfield; and, while the firt 
party gutted (as their term was) the 
houls 
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houfe of Sir George Saville, on pre- 
tence of his having brought in the 
obnoxious bill, and thofe of Mr. 
Rainsforth of Stanhope-ftreet, and 
Mr. Maberly of Little Queen-ftreet, 
for giving evidence againtt their 
accomplices on Saturday, the other 
yarties deftroyed the Popifh chapels 
ia their refpective routes, infulted 
the Catholicks, plundered their hou- 
fes, and brought out and fet fire to 
their furniture. This day a pro- 
clamation was iffued, offering sool. 
reward for the difcovery of the 
perfons concerned in deftroying the 
Sardinian and Bavarian chapels. 
This day alfo the rioters appre- 
hended on Saturday, were fre-ex- 
amined, and five of the moft active 
committed to Newgate; to which 
gaol they were cicorted by a party 
of cuards, who, on their return, 
were pelted by the rioters: butfuch 
vas the humanity of their com- 
manding othcer, that he reftrained 
his men from firing upon them, as 
they appeared to him wholly un- 
armed. 

In vain had a refolution of the 
Afiociation been circu- 
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to be panick-ftruck; fo that no pro- 
per meafures had hitherto been 
adopted for fupprefling thefe alarm- 
ing riots. 

6..On Tuefday, the day which 
had been appointed to take the Pro- 
teftant petition into farther confide- 
ration by Parliament, the multitude 
that affembled about the Parliament 
houfe was no lefs numerous than 
that which furrounded it on the 
preceding Friday. They did not, 
as before, regularly affemble in St. 
George’s Fields, but came in {mall 
parties from different places. At 
firft they feemed orderly, but appa- 
rently refolute. In the courfe of 
the afternoon more parties arrived, 
and they began, by degrees, to be- 
come tumultuous. Lord Sandwich, 
however, was the only perfon who 
fuficred violence, and he was in- 
{tantly refeued by Col, Smith, who, 
with a party of horfe, efcorted him 
back to the Admiralty, from whence 
he wrote to Lord Mansfield, flating 
his cafe. On reading his letter in 
the Houfe of Peers, Lord, Ravent- 
worth exprefled his indignation 
that the Houle fhould ftill be in a 
fituation fo truly mortifying, that 
their Lordfhips could not, without 
perfonal danger, take their feats in 
that houfe. He was followed by 
Lord Denbieh, who complained of 
the infults his Lordfhip had himlelf 
fuffered, and objected to the fitting 
of the Houle under fuch circum- 
ftances. In this he was fupported 
by Lord Radnor. The Earl of 
Hilliborough begged of the noble 
Lords to point owt any other mode 
of proceeding for the fecurity of 
their Lordilups pertons than that 
tuken by his Majefty’s minitters ; 
and Lord Bathurit faid, that every 
power of the conftitution had been 
employed, and would continue to be 
employed, to fecure the treedom of 
(D) ther 























their deliberations: but, notwith- 
ftanding thefe affurances, the Houfe 
foon broke up, and adjourned to 
Thurfday. 

In the Lower-Houfe they went 
fill farther; and declared that no 
act of theirs could be legal while 
the Houfe was befet with a milita- 
ry force, and under 2 pC 
from the daring {pirit of the people: 
yet four refolutions to the followin 
purport were agreedto: 1. That it 
was a high and dangerous breach of 
‘the privilege of Parliament to infule 
or attack Members coming to at- 
tend their duty in that Houfe; 2. 
That a committee be appointed to 
enquire into the outrages, and dif- 
cover the authors; 3. That his 
Majefty’s Attorney-General be or- 
dered to profecute the perfons al- 
ready in cuftody, charged with 
deftroying the houfes and chapels 
of foreign ambaffadors; and, 4. 
That compenfation be made to the 
fufferers. Thefe refolutions pafled 
unanimoufly. 

During the fitting of the Houfe 
an attack had been made on the 
refidence of Lord North, in 
Downing-ftreet; but a party of 
Light Horie went and repulled the 
affailants. On the rifing of the 
Houfe, Lord George repaired to 
the corner of Bridge-itreet, inform- 
ing the ee what had been 
done, and advifed them to depart 
quietly. In return, they unhar- 
nefled his horfes, and drew him in 
triumph, together with Sir Philip 
Jennings Clerke, who had accom- 
panied him, and who had applied 
to his Lordflip for protection, to 
the houfe of Mr. Alderman Bull. 
While a party of the rioters were 
thus employed, Juftice Hide, with 
a party of the guards, endeavour- 
ed to wyy the reft. At firft 
they prefled hard upon the guards ; 


but the guards in théir turn, ¢ 
yretaets upon them, and a 
furioufly among them. They did 
not attempt again to face the mili. 
tary. 

n the evening, about feven 
o’clock, the rioters refenting the 
activity of Juftice- Hyde, a detach. 
ed party attacked his hourfe in Lifle- 
ftreet, ftript it of the furniture, and 
burnt it before his doors A party 
of the guards arrived too late; the 
mifchief was done, and the rioters 
fled. Newgate was now their next 
concern, and to releafe their con. 
fined affociates the object they had 
then in view. Like regular af- 
failants, they did not proceed to 
ftorm before they had offered terms. 
They called upon the keeper to re- 
leafe their comrades, as the onl 
means to fave his manfion. This 
he peremptorily refufed to do; but 
dreading what would happen, he 
potted to the Sheriffs to know their 
pleafure. .In cafes of emergency 
delays are dangerous. While the 
magiftrates: were deliberating, the 
gaol was fet on fire, and ca his 
return Mr. Akerman found his 
houfe in flames. A party of con- 
ftables, nearly to the number of 
100, came to his affliftance: thefe 
the rioters fuffered to pafs till they 
were entirely encircled, and then 
they were attacked with great fury, 
their ftaves broken and converted into 
brands, which were hurled about 
wherever the fire appeared but 
faintly kindled. It is fcarcely to 
be credited with what cclerity @ 
gaol, which to a common obterver 
appeared to be built with nothing 
that would burn, was deitroyed by 
the flames; nor is it lefs aftonifhing, 
that from a prifon thus in flames 4 
miferable crew of felons in irons, 
and a company of confined debtors, 


to the number, in the whole, of 
more 
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tnore than 300, could all be libe- 
rated as it were by magic, amidit 
fiames and firebrands, without the 
lofs of a fingle life, fome from the 

joomy cells of darknefs in which 
:4 devoted victims to public juitice 
were confined, and others from in- 
nef apartments, to which the accefs 
in tranquil times was both intricate 
and dificult. But it is not at all 
furprifog, that by a body of ex- 
ecrable villains thus let loofe upon 
the public, the houfe of that wor- 
thy and active magiftrate, Sir John 
Fielding, fhould be the firft marked 
for vengeance. Accordingly, the 
irons with which they had been 
fettered could fcarrely have been un- 
loofed, before the public-office in 
Bow-ftreet, and Sir John Fielding’s 
dwelling-houfe adjoining, were gut- 
ted, as their phrafe was, and the 
whole contents committed to the 
flames. 

The mob, not contented with 
thefe devaftations, repaired to the 
houfe of Lord Mansfield, in Bloomf- 
bury-Square. A detachment of the 
Seiad Teles lent for, the civil ma- 
giftrate gave direftions to fire on 
the rioters, by which fome were 
killed, and others wounded, but 
not till they had deftroyed, by fire, 
his lordfhip’s furniture, mortgages, 
books, and manuicripts: after which 
they got at the liquors, and intoxi- 
cated themfelves with them to the 
higheft degree. They then fet fire 
tothe houle, and entirciy deftroyed 
it, By the firing of the military, 
feveral bullets paffed through the 
parlour window of one Mr. Dubois, 
where fome company were fitting, 
but happily hurt none of them. A 
poor fervant maid, however, who 
happened unluckily to be going to 
the door, was killed by a ball, 
Which paffed through it into the 
pailage. Alarge body of the mob 


then fet off to deftroy his lordthip’s 
fine feat at Caen Wood; but ha pil 
on their arrival there, they fotin 

a large body of the military had 
got poffeffion .of it, about half an 
our before them, on which they 
retired, without making any attempt. 

Another party of the mob en- 
tered a pawnbroker’s in Golden. 
Lane: the houfe they gutted, de- 
{troyed the furniture, and brought 
all the goods into the ftreet, where 
they burnt them. The houfe of 
Mr, Lyon, in Bunhill-row, fhared 
the fame fate. In Clerkenwell, 
the two prifons were fet open, and 
ali the prifoners rt. leafed. In Great 
Queen-Street, Lincoln’s-Inn-Fields, 
the houfe of Juftice Coxe was de- 
ftroyed: thefe, and many other 
outrages Committed in various parts 
of the town, clofed the horrible 
fcene of this night’s riots. 

. The violence of the ulace, 
indead of diminifhing, mg ea 
glutted with the deftruction, hor- 
ror, and confternation, they had 
already fpread, feemed to be con- 
fiderably increafed onthe Wednefday; 
which is not fo much to be won- 
dered at, when we confider, that all 
the prifoners in Newgate, Clerken- 
well Bridewell, and New Prifon, 
were lét loofe on the terrified inha- 
bitants of the thunder-ftruck me- 
tropolis. Some even had the auda- 
city to go into public houfes, and 
call for what provifions and drink 
they thought proper, without pay- 
ing for any; nor dared the affright- 
ed publicans afk, for payment; on 
the contrary, they thought them- 
felves happy that they had not their 
houits pulled down. Others, ftill 
more daring, even knocked at the 
doors of private houfes at noon 
day, and extorted contributions from 
the inhabitants. 

Numbers of the mob paraded 
(D 2) early 
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early in the morning with blue'‘cock- 
ades in their hats; all che hackney- 
coachmen were obliged to wear the 
fame token; and “No Popery”’ 
Was written upon feveral Vexta of 
almoft every houfe in the City: in 
‘fome ftreets they were even obliged 
to hang bluc flags and ribbons out 
of ‘their windows. 

In the borough of Southwark 
réat Outrages were alfo committed: 
ome Popifh chapels, and other 
buildings in various parts, were 
burnt, particularly about Kent- 
itrect, and its environs. An at- 
tempt was likewife made to fire the 
Marthalfea: bute here the military 
foon repelled the rioters; and many 
of the fi bitancial inhabitants of the 
Borough having armed themfelves, 


fallied forth upon a large body of 


the rioters in Toolcy-{treet, killed 
and wounded feveral, took others 
orifoners, and put the reit to flight. 
But the King’s Bench prifon, with 
three houfes adjoining, a tavern, 
and the New Bndewell, were fet on 
fire, and almoit entirely deftroyed. 
As foon as the day was drawing to- 
wards a clofe, one of the moft awful 
and dreadful fpectacles this country 
ever beheld was exhibited. The 
mob had not only declared their 
refolution to firing the prifons, and 
fome private houtes, bur had avow- 
ed their intention to deftroy the 
Bank, Gray’s-Inn, the Temple, 
Lincoln’s Inn, the grand Arfenal at 
Woolwich, and Royal Palaces. An 
univerfal ftupor had feized the 
minds of men: they looked at one 
another, and waited with a religned 
conflernation for the events which 
were to follow. 

Nothing could convey a more 
awful idea of the mifchief which 
was dreaded, than the ftrong guard 
which was placed in the Royal 
Exchange for the proteétion of the 


Bank, as nothing perhaps could 
have equalled the nationzl defoly. 
tion, had the purpofes of the infur- 
gents upon tins place fitcceeded ; 
and an attack was actually made 
upon it. Soldiers were diftributed 
at Guildhall, in the Inns of Court, 
in almott every place tenable as a 
fortification, and in fome private 
houfes; and the cannon was dif. 
ofed to the beft advantage in the 
Park. 

With minds thus predifpofed to 
terror by fo many objects of devaf. 
tation, and in a city which but a 
few days before enjoyed the moft 
perteé&t tranquillity, let thofe who 
were not f{pectators’ judge what the 
inhabitants felt, when they beheld 
at the fame inftant of time the flames 
afeending and rolling in vatt and 
voluminous clouds from the King’s 
Bench and Fleet prifons, from New 
Bridewell, from the toll-gates on 
Blackfriars-bridge, from houfes in 
every quarter of the town, and 
particularly from the bottom and 
iniddle of Holborn, where the 
conflagration ‘was horrible beyond 
defcription. The houfes that were 
firft {et on fire at this laft mention- 
ed place both belonged to Mr. 
Langdale, an eminent  difliller, 
and contamed immenfe quantities 
of fpirituous liquors. It is eafy to 
conceive what fury thefe would add 
to the flames; but to form an ade- 
quate idea of the diftreiles of the 
neighbouring inhabitants, or indeed 
of the inhabitants in every part of 
the city, is not foecafy. Men, wo- 
men, ahd children, were running 
up and down with beds, glafies, 
bundles, or whatever they withed 
moit to preferve. In ftreets where 
there were no fires, numbers were 
removing their goods and efiects at 
midnight. The fhouts of the rot- 
ers were heard at one inftant, and 
at 
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at the next the dreadful report of 
{oldiers muikets, as if firing in pla- 
toons, and at various places: in 
fhort, every thing which could im- 
refs the mind with ideas of univer- 

m anarchy, and approaching dcfo- 
lation, feemed to be accumulating. 
Sleep and reft were things not 
thought of; the flreets were twarm- 
ing with people ; and uproar, con- 
fyion, and terror, reigned in every 

te 
“ erder had been iffued this 
day, by the authority of the King 
in council, ** for the military to 
att without waiting for directions 
from the civil magiftrates, and to 
ufe force for difperfing the illegal 
and tumuituous aflemblics of the 
people.” Accordingly, many of the 
rioters were killed, in confequence 
of the exertions of the military, in 
diferent parts of the town. The 
Northumberland and Surry militia 
were {his evening particularly active 
in the fuppreilion of the riots; as 
was alfo the London mihtary aflo- 
ciation. 

A court of common-council was 
held late this evening, when the 
lord-mayor acquainted them, that 
the caule of calling them together 
was the tumults that exifted in the 
city, delirine to have their advice 
therein. Several letters from the 
Secretaries of State were read. The 
court unanimoutly came to the 
following refolutions: that the 
fherifls of London be defired ta 
raife the poffie comitatus immedi- 
ately, and to purfue, with the lord- 
mayor and other magiltrates of this 
city, the moft effectual legal means 
for reftoring the public peace: that 
the thanks of the couyt be given to 
the military affociation, for the offer 
Of their fervices to reitore the 
peace of this city; and that it be 
fesommended to the fheriffs of this 


city to accept their offer: that 
the fheriffs of London be requefted 
to take the military force under 
their command, and ‘endeavour par: 
ticularly to proteét the Manfion- 
Houfe, Guildhall, Bank of England, 
or any other place that is in danger t 
and that the thanks of this court be 
given to the oilicers of the militia 
ot the city of London, for the vo- 
luntary otter of their fervices; and 
that they be requetted to put them- 
felves under the direction of the 
fheriffs of London, 

A royal proclamation was alfo 
iffued, charging and exhorting all 
his majefty’s loving fubjects to keep 
themfelves quictly within their ree 
fpective dwellings; and declaring 
that effectual orders had been given 
for an immediate exertion of the 
military force, in order to fupprefs 
the riots. 

8. The guards having been 
found infufficient in number to de- 
fend the various parts of the me- 
tropolis, all the troops and militia 
within thirty miles were fent for, 
and this, as well as the preceding 
day, feveral corps arrived. Before 
the end of the week, there were 
at leaft twenty thoufand troops in 
London, who were placed, as they 
came in, at the different places fup- 

fed to be moft in danger: the 
Bank, Exchange, Pott-otfice, Guild- 
hall, Inns of Court, &c. &c. and 
in many private houies. A ‘trong 
guard was placed at Buckingham. 
Houfe for the protection of his Ma- 
jefty. The guards were encamped 
in St. James’s Park, and the march- 
ing regiments and militia in Hyde 
Park, 

Several of the rioters were taken 
up this day in difference places. 
Many were found drunk epon the 
ruins of Mr. Langdale’s houfe and 
at Newgate, with the liquors found 
(D 3) at 
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at both places: others were found 
fecreted in feveral obfcure parts. 

The exertions of the military, 
by degrees, completely quelled 
thefe alarming riots, though not 
till many lives had been loft. The 
arrival of fuch large bodies of troops 
in the metropolis and its neigh- 
bourhood, continued to keep things 
quiet, and tranquillity was once 
more reftored. 

The following 0 pe saan as 
the return of thoie killed and wound- 
ed by the military: 


By the affociation, 
militia, and guards } wie killed. 


Light Horfe — 101 
Died in Hofpitals 75 

285 
Prifoners under cure 73 


358 

The number of prifoners fet at 
liberty from the feveral jails ex- 
ceeded two thoufand. 

9g. On Friday the flops in the 
city of London were opened as 
ufual; and buline(s, which had been 
fulpended, commenced again in 
Weftmintter. ball. 

This evening Lord George Gor- 
don was conducted to the Tower 
under a remarkably ftrong guard, 
faid to be far the moft numerous 
that ever efcorted a ttate-prifoner. 
His lord(ip had previouily under- 
oe an examination before the 

rivy Council. 

The Lord Mayor of London was 
likewife examined before the Privy 
Council, relative to the late riots. 

10 Mr. Fifer, an attorney, 
fecretary to the I’roteftant Aflocia- 
tion, was taken into cuitody, and 
conveyed under a ftrong guard to 
the ‘Tower; but after being exa- 
mined before the Privy Council, he 
was difcharged, 


A number of perfons were taken 
up, in different parts of the metro- 
polis, and*committed on fufpicion 
of being concerned in the late 
riots. 

13. On Friday night lata great 
riot happened at Bath. Its begin- 
ning was quite accidental, and 
aroie from the flightelt caufe. 
About eight o’clock in the evening 
fome boys were at play in St. James’s 
Parade, near the Romith chapel, 
when one of them threw a ftone 
and broke one of the windows. A 
man who lived: in an adjoining 
houfe coming out, and reprimanding 
the boy, a number of people ga- 
thered together, took the boy’s purt, 
and threw the man over a wall into 
St. James’s church yard. They 
then proceeded to demolifh tne 
windows and doors; and entering 
the chapel, threw every thing that 
was moveable into the ftreet, and 
burnt them. While this was tranf- 
acting, a party of the Bath volun- 
teers came armed, and endeavoured 
to difperfe the mob; one of them 
fired, and killed an oftier This, 
inftead of having the defired effect, 
ferved only to enrage them till 
more. They immediately fet fire 
to the chapel, which in a thort time 
was burnt down, together with fix 
or feven new-built houfes adjoining, 
the property of Roman Catholics. 
Their numbers by this time were 
encreafed to $000 or 10,000. But 
by the interpofition and exertions of 
the military, who were ordered, as 
in London, to act without any or- 
ders from the civil magiftrate, they 
were at length difperfed. 

A riot alfo happened at Hull on 
Sunday night, when a popith che- 
pel was deftroyed, and other mif- 
chief done: but the rioters were 


cifperfed by the Suffolk militia. 
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Whitehall, Fune 15, 1780. 

This morning the Earl of Lincoln, 
Aid de Camp to his Excellency 
General Sir Henry Clinton, Knight 
of the Bath, arrived at this office 
with the following difpatch for the 
Right Hon. Lord George Germaine, 

Charles-Town, May 13, 1780. 

My Lord, . 

I will not trouble your Lordthip 
with a repetition of the delays and 
difficulties which protracted ferious 

ration until the 29th of March, 
on which day the landing on Charles- 
Town Neck was effected. 

By this time a depét was formed ; 
the Admiral had patled the bar, and 
I had the effential affittance of off- 
cers and feamen of the royal navy 
for my operations. I was alto 
ftrengthened with the corps from 
Georgia, under Brigadier General 
Paterfon, which, through a coun- 
try interfected with rivers, and 
rendered more difficult by heavy 
rains, had advanced, not unoppofed, 
in the fpace of twelve days from 
Savannah to Afhly River. 

The paflage of Afhly under the 
conduct of Capt. Elphinfton, and 
by the good fervice of the officers 
and failors of the fleet, was accom- 
plifhed with order and expedition, 
and without refiftance on the part 
of the enemy. 

The day tucceeding it the army 
moved towards Charles-Town, and 
on the night of the firft of April 
broke ground within 800 yards of 
the rebel works. 

By the 8th our guns were mount: 
ed in battery; and I had the fatis- 
faction to fee the Admiral pafs inta 

Charles-Town harbour with the 
fuccefs his conduct deferved, though 
under a very heavy fire from Sul- 
livan’s Ifland, 

At this period we judged it ad- 
vileable to fend the enclofed fum- 





mons to the place, which «returned 
the anfwer I have the honour to 
tranfmit with it. 

The batteries were opened the 
nextday. From their effect we foon 
obferved the fire of the enemy’s 
advanced works to abate confidera- 
bly; the attention of the engineers, 
and diligence of the troops, but 
encreafing as they proceeded. A 
fecond parallel was completed on, 
the roth of April, and fecure ap- 
proaches opened to it. We were 
now within 450 yards of the place. 

My communications had hitherto 
required the utmoft attention. ‘The 
had been chofen from Perrencau's 
landing in Stono River acrofs the 
Wappoo, and by fimall inlets leav- 
ing only a mile of land carriage into 
the part of Athley-River oppolite 
our camp. 

Works for the protection of the 
ftores and fhipping in Stono, others 
on the communication, and feveral 
redoubts and batteries on Afhley, 
were labours neceflary to give fe 
curity in fo important a point. 

The prefence of the fleet in the 
harbour relieving me from appre- 
henfion on that part, and the Ad- 
miral taking to himfelf the defence 
of Fort Johnfon, I was able to de- 
tach 1400 men under Lieutenant- 
Colonel Webfter, of the 33d regi- 
ment, to break in upon the enemy’s 
remaining communication with the 
country. 

Our fuccefs, but for this meafure, 
would have been incomplete, as 
I had reafon to fear a naval force 
could not be got into Cooper’s 
River, nor confequently the place 
be totally invefted, 

Your Lordthip will obferve, that 
Colonel Webtter had, in tne ex- 
cutian of his orders, rivers to crofs, 
and other difficuic operations to 
eficct, in prefence of a very fuperior 
(D 4) cavalry, 
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cavalry, which might harafs him 
much. It was therefore of the ut- 
mott importance to ftrike at this 
corps, and, as fuddenly us poflible, 
to feize the principal pafics of the 
country. 

The furprize and defeat of the 
collected cavalry and militia of the 
rebels, and the pofleiling Biggin’s 
Bridge over Cooper by Liecutenant- 
Colone! Tarleton, with the horfe, 
the Legion, and Major Fergufon’s 
detachment, gave the command of 
the country to Col. Webiter, threw 
into his hands great fupplies of pro- 
vilion, and enabled him to take a 
poft near the head of Wandoo River, 
forbidding by land all further ac- 
cefs to the town from Cooper to the 
inland navigation, An armed naval 
force which the Admiral fent into 
Servee Bay, and another ftationed 
in Spencer’s Inlet, compleated the 
invettirure to the fea. 

A confiderabie reinforcement 
joining me trom New-York the 
uSth of April, 1 immediately 
{irengthened the corps beyond 
Cooper River, which, thus aug- 
mented, I requetted Liecutenant- 
Gencral Earl Cornwallis to take 
under his command. 

On the 6th of May the third 
parallel was compleated clofe to the 
edge of the Rebel Canal, and a fap 
carried to the dam, which contained 


ifs water on the right, by which. 


means a great part was drained to 
the bottom. 

We could now form jufter opi- 
nions of the defences of the town 
towards the land, which extended 
ina chain of redoubts, lines, and 
batteries, from Afblev to Cooper. 
In-tront of either flank of the works, 
iwamps, which the canal conneéts, 
@oze to each river: beiwixt thefe 
Impediments and the place are two 
rows ot abbatis, various other ob- 


ftructions, and a double picketted 
ditch: a horn-work of mafonry, 
which, during the fiege, the enemy 
clofed as a kind of citadel, ftrength- 
ened the center of the line and the 
gate, where the fame natural de- 
fences were not found as nearer the 
water: eighty pieces of cannon of 
mortars were mounted in the extent 
of thefe lines. 

On the 6th of May our batteries 
were seady in the third parallel. 

New and very forcible motives 
now prevailed to induce the place to 
capitulate. Admiral Arbuthnot had 
landed a fotce of feamen and ma- 
rines on Sulivan’s Ifland under 
Captain Hudfon, to whom on the 
threat that fhips fhould batter the 
fort, the garrifon delivered them- 
felves up on terms. 

Lieutenant-General ‘Earl Corn- 
wallis. had been no lefs fuccefstul 
in thecountry. ‘lhe cavalry under 
Lieute: ant-Colonel ‘Tarleton had 
again the good fortune which con- 
duct and gallantry deferve, and 
overtook at the Santee a body of 
horte the enemy had with difhculty 
collected together. They were mot 
fpiritedly charged and _ dcteated. 
Mott ot the riders fled to the no- 
rafies, or threw themfelves into the 
river, from whence tew can have 
extricated themfelves. Fifty or 60 
men were killed or taken, and every 
horfe of the corps, with the arms 
and appointments, fell into our 
hands. 

Although, in a fecond corref- 
pondence which the enemy folicited, 
they had fhown, in their propofals 
for a furrender, far too extentive 
pretenfions, the admiral and myfelt 
could not retrain from attempting 
once more to avert the cruel extre- 
mity of a ftorm. In this renewal 
of treaty however we did not find 
their indifctetion much abated. 
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The batteries of the third parallel 
were therefore opened, ae 9 ane 
felt fuperionty of fire foon obtained : 
the corps of Yagars, acting as mark{- 
men, were on this occafion extremely 
gs this fire we gained the 
counterfcarp of the out work which 
flanked the canal, the canal itfelf 
was pafled, and works carried on 
towards the ditch of the place. 

The 11th General Lincoln fent 
to us his acquiefcence to the terms 
he had two days betore objected to. 
Whatever fevere juitice might dictate 
on fuch an occafion, we refolved 
not to prefs to unconditional tub- 
mifion a reduced army, whom we 
hoped clemency might yet reconcile 
to us. - The articles of capitulation 
were therefore figned, iueh as I have 
the honour to enclofe them. 

On the 12th Major General Leilie 
took pofieflion of the town. 

There were taken, feven general 
officers, a commodore, 10 conti- 
nental regiments, and three, bat- 
talions of artillery, together with 
town and couniry militia, French 
and feamen, making about 6000 men 
inarms, The titular deputy go- 
vernor, council, and civil oificers, 
are allo prifoners. 

Four frigates and feveral armed 
veflels, with a great number of 
boats, have likewile fallen into our 
pofleffion, and about 400 pieces of 
cannon. 

I have yet, my lord, to add to 
this letter the expreilions of gra- 
titude I owe to the army, whofe 
courage and toil have given me 
fuccefs, 

1 have the honour to fend your 
lordfhip returns of our lofs. I have 
the honour to be, &c. 

H. CLINTON. 


Return of the killed and wounded of 


ive troops under the command of bis 
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Excellency General Sir Henry Clina 
ton, from their debarkation in South 
Carolina the 11th of February, to 
the furrender of Charles-Town the 

12th of May, 1780. 

Total Britifh, German and Pro. 
vincial. 2 enfigns, 1 ferjeant, 713 
rank and file killed; 1 captain, 7 
lieutenants, 2 ferjeants, 179 rank 
and file wounded. 

A lift of the rebel rips of war taken 
or defiroyed in the harbour of Charles 
own. 

The Bricole, pierced for 60, 
mounting 44 guns, twenty-four and 
eighteen pounders, funk, her cap- 
tain, officers, and company prifon- 
ers.—The Truite, 26 twelve poun- 
ers, funk, her captain, &c. prifoners, 
—Queen of France, 28 nine pound. 
ers, funk, ditto.—Gen. Moultrie, 
20 fix pounders, funk, ditto —Notre 
Dame (brig) 16 ditto, funk, ditto. 
Providence, 32 guns, eighteen and 
twelve pounders, taken, captain, 
ofkcers, and company prifoners.— 
Botton, of the fame firct, taken, 
ditto.—Ranger, 20 fix pounders, 
taken, ditto. 

FRENCH SHIPS, 

L’Aventure, 26-.nine and fix 
pounders, commanded by the Sieur 
de Brulot, Lieutenant de vaiffeaux, 
taken, ditto.—Polacre, 16 fix pound. 
ers, taken. Some empty brigs, ly. 
ing at the wharfs, with other fimall 
veilels, where alfo taken, and four 
armed galleys. 

M. ARBUTHNOT, 

SOUTH CAROLINA, 

ARTICLES of capitulation be. 
tween their Excellencies Sir Henry 
Ciinton, -General and Commander 
in Chief of his Majefty’s forces in 
the feveral provinces and colonies on 
the ‘Atlantic, Marriot Arbuthnor, 
Fig; Vice-Admiral of the Blue, and 
Commander in Chief of ail his Ma- 
jeity’s fhips and veflels in North 
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America, and Major-General Ben- 
jamin Lincoln, commanding in chief 
in Charies-Town. 

Article ]. That all aéts of hofti- 

lity and work fhall ceafe between 
the befiegers and befieged, until the 
articles of capitulation fhall be agreed 
on and executed, or collectively re- 
jected. 
» Anfwer. All acts of hoftility and 
work {hall ceafe, until the articles 
of capitulation are finally agreed to 
or rejected. 

Il. The town and fortifications 
fhall be furrendered to the Com- 
mander in Chief of theBritifh forces, 
fuch as they now itand. 

Anfwer. The town and fortifi- 
cations, with the fhipping at the 
wharts, artillery, and all public 
flores whatfoever, fhall be furren- 
dered in their prefent ftate to the 
commander of the invefting forces: 
proper officers fhall attend trom the 
refpective departments to receive 
them. 

III. The continental troops and 
failors, with their baggage, thall be 
conducted to a place to be agreed 
on, where they will remain prifoners 
of war until exchanged. While 
prifoners they fhall be fupplied with 

rood and wholefome provifions in 
uch quantity as ts ferved out to the 
troops of hjs Britannic majetty, 

Anjwer. Granted. 

1V. The militia now in garrifon 
fhall be permitted to return to their 
re{fpective homes, aud be fecured in 
their perfons and property. 

Anfwer. The militia now in gar- 
rifon thal} be permitted to return to 
their refpective homes as prifoners 
on parole: which parole, as long as 
they obferyve, fhall fecure them trom 
being moletted in their property by 
‘the Britith troops. ohn 

Art. V.. The fick and wounded 
fhall be coptinued under the care 


of their own furgeons, and be 
fupplied with medicines, and fuch 
neceflaries as are allowed to the 
Britifh hofpicals. 

Anfwer. Granted. 

Art. VI. he officers of the 
army and navy fhall keep their 
hortes, fwords, piftols, and bag- 
gage, which thall not be fearched, 
and retain their fervants. 

Anfwer. Granted, except with 
refpeét to the horfes, which will 
not be allowed to go out of town, 
but may be difpofed of by a per- 
fon left from each corps for that 
purpofe. 

Art. Vil. The garrifon hall, 
at an hour appointed, march out 
with eesteatl arms, drums beat- 
ing, and colours flying, to a place 
to be agreed on, where they will 
pile their arms. 

Anfwer. ‘The whole garrifon 
fhall, at an hour to be appointed, 
march out of the town to the ground 
between the works of the place and 
the canal, where they will depofit 
their arms. The drums are not to 
beat a Britifh march, or colours to 
be uncafed. 

Art. VIII, That the French 
Conful, his houfe, papers, and o- 
ther moveable property, fhall be 
protected and untouched, and a 
proper time granted to him for 
retiring to any place that may af- 
terwards be agreed upon between 
him and the Commander in Chief 
of the Britith forces. 

Anfwer, Agreed, with this re- 
{triction, that he is to confider 
himfelf as a prifoner on parole. 

Art. IX. That the citizens fhall 
be protected in their perfons and 
propertics. : 

Anfwer. All civil officers, and 
the citizens who have borne arms 
during the fiege, mutt be prifoners 
on parole; and, with refpect to 
thea 
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: in the city, fhall May 1a, 1780. 
one eels vores as are granted (Signed) H. CLINTON. 


militia; and all other per- 
Rg Bon in the town, not def- 
cribed in this or other articles, are 
porwithftanding underftood to be 

on parole, 

rare X That a twelyemonth’s 
time be allowed all fuch as do not 
chufe to continue under the Bri- 
tifh government to — of their 
effeéts, real and perfonal, in the 
Stare, without any moleftation 
whatever, or to remove fuch part 
thereof as they chufe, as well as 
themfelves and families; and that, 
during that time, they or any of 
them may have it at their option 
to reide occafionally im town or 
country. : 
 Asfoer. The difcuffion of this 
article of courfe cannot poffibly be 
entered into at prefent. 

art XI. That the fame pro- 

tection to their perfons and pros 
perties, and the fame time for the 
removal of their effects, be given 
to the fubjeéts of France and 
Spain, as are required for the citi- 
zens in the preceding article. 
- Anfuser. The fubjeéts of France 
and Spain fhall have the fame 
terms as are granted to the French 
Conful. 

Art. XII. That a veffcl be 
ore to go to Philadelphia with 
the General’s difpatches, which are 
hot to be opened 

Anfwer. Granted; and a pro- 
per veffel with a flag will be pro- 
vided for that purpofe 

All public papers and records 
muft be ‘carefully’ preferved, and 
faithfully delivered to fiich perfons 
as fhall be’ appointed to receive 
them. as 
Done in Charles-Town, 

May 12, 1780. 3B, Linco. 
he incamp before harles-Town, 


M. ARBUTHNOT, 
Copy of Summons fent to Major-Ge- 
neral Lincolu, the 10th of April 

1780. 

Camp before Charles-Town, April 10, 
1780. 

SIR Henry Clinton, K. B. Ge- 
neral and Commander in Chief of 
his Majefty’s Forces in the Colo- 
nies lying at the Atlantic from No- 
va Scotia, &c. &c. and Vice-Admi- 
ral Arbuthnot, Commander in 
Chief of his Majefty’s Ships, -&c. . 
in North America, &c. &c. regret- 
ing the effufion of blood, and the 
diftreffes which muft now com- 
mene, deem it confonant to hu- 
manity to warn the town and gare 
rifon of Charles Town of the ha- 
voc and defolation with which the 
are threatened from the formidable 
force furrounding them by land and 
fea. An alternative is offered at 
this hour to the jnhabitants, of 
faving their lives and property, 
(contained in the town) or of abid- 
ing by the fatal confequences of a 
cannonade and ftorm. 

Should the place in a fallacious 
fecurity, or its Commander in a 
wanton indifference to the fate of 
its inhabitants, delay the furrender, 
or fhould public ftores or thipping 
be deftroyed, the refentment of an 
exafperated foldiery may intervene ; 
but the fume mild and compaffionate 
offer can never be renewed. 

The reipective Commanders, who 
hereby fummon the ‘town, do not 
apprehend fo rath a part as farther 
refiftance will be taken; but ra- 
ther that the gates will be opened, 
and themfelves received with a de- 

ree of confidence which will fore 
Gel farther reconciliation. 

H. CLINTON, 
M. ARBUTHNOT. 


Copy 


(Signed) 






















































































60) PRIN CIPA L (June, 


Copy of a Letter from Mayor-general 
Lincoln to General Sir Hews Clin- 
ton and Vice-Admiral Arbuthnot, 
dated Charles Town, April, 10, 1780. 

GENTLEMEN, 

I have received your fummons of 
this date. Sixty days have pafied 
fince it has been known, that your 
intentions againft this town were 
hoftile, in which time has been af- 
forded to abandon it; but duty and 
inclination point to the propriety of 
{upporting it to the lai} extremity, 
] rea the horour to be, &c. 

(Signed) B. LINCOLN, 
Commanding in the South Depart- 

ment, 

Copy of a Letter from Sir Henry 
Clinton to Major General Lincoln, 
dated Camp, before Charles-Town, 
May 8, 1780. 

SIR, 

Circumiftanced as I now am, with 
refpect to the place invetted, huma- 
nity only can induce me to lay within 

rour reach the terms | had deter- 

mined fhould not again be protiered. 

The fall of Fort Sullrvan, the 
deftruction on the 6th inftant of 
what remained of your cavalry, the 
critical period to which our ap- 

roaches againft the town have 

Seonabe us, matk this as the term 

of your hope ot fuccour, (could 

you ever have framed any) and as 
an hour beyond which reliltance 1s 
temerity. 

By this laft fummons, therefore, 
Ithrow to your charge whatever 
vindictive feverity exatpcrated fol- 
dicrs may inflict upon the unhappy 
people whom you devote, by peric- 
vering in a fruitlels defence. 

I fhall expect your anfwer until 
eight o’clock, when hoililities will 
commence again, unlels the town 
be furrendered, 

I have the honour to be, &c, 


(Signed) H, CLINTON, 


Ia confequence of this letter 
Articles of Capitulation were pro. 
pofed by Major General Lincolp 
and anfwered by their Excellencies 
General Sir Edward Clinton, Knighy 
of the Bath, and Vice-Admiral 
Arbuthnot ; which anfwers being 
deemed by Mr. Lincoln to be inad. 
miflible, he propofed that other 
Articles, which he then fent, might 
be acceded to. Thofe Articles wore 
rejected by Sir Henry Clinton and 
Vice-Admiral Arbuthnot; and on 
the iith of May Major-General 
Lincoln wrote the following letter; 
Copy of a Letter from Major-General 

Lincoln to General Sir Henry 

Clinton, dated C/ ar les~T own, May 

11, 1789. 

DIR, 

The fame motives of humanit 
which inclined you to propofe Artis 
cles of Capitulation to this garrifon, 
induced me to offer thofe I had the 
honour of fending you on the 8th 
inft. They then appeared to me 
fuch as I might proffer and you res 
ceive with honour to both parties, 
Your exceptions to them, as they 
principally concerned the militia and 
citizens, | then conceived were fuch 
as could not be concurred with; but 
arecent application trom thofe peo- 
ple, wherein they exprefs a willing- 
nefs to comply with them, anda 
wif on my part to leffen as much 
as may be, the diftrefles of war to 
individuals, lead me now to offer 
you my acceptance of them. 

I have the honour to be, &c. 

(Signed) B. LINCOLN, 

His Excellency Sir Henry Clinton. 
Copy of a@ Letter from Sir Henry 

Cinton ta Major-General Lincoln, 

dated Camp before Charles-Town, 

May 11, 1780. 

SiR, 

When you rejected the favouras 

ble terms which were dictated by 
ay 
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eh defire to prevent the 
os of ‘blood, and interpofed 
Articles that were wholly inadmifh- 
ble, both the Admiral and myfelf 
were of opinion that the furrender 
of the town at diferetion was the 
only condition that fhould after- 
wards be attended to; but as the 
motives Which then induced them 
are fill ‘prevalent, 1 now mform 
you that the ee then offered will 
iti ranted. : 
Ae of the Articles fhall be 
fent for your ratification as foon 
as they can be prepared; and imme- 
diately after they are exchanged, a 
detachment of grenadiers will be 
fent to take poffeffion of the horn 
work oppofite your main gate. Every 
arrangement which may conduce to 
order in occupying the town, 
or be fettled before noon to-tnor- 
row, and at that time your gatrifon 
will march out. , 
I have the honour to be, &c. 
(Signed) H. CLINTON. 


Major-General Lincoln. 


20. Yefterday his Majefty went to 
the Howfe of Peers, and delivered 
the following fpeech from the throne: 

“ My Lords, and Gentlemen, 

“The outrages coimmitted by 
bands of defperate and abandoned 
men in various parts of this metro- 
polis, who broke forth with fuch 
violence into acts of felony and trea- 
fon, had fo far overborne all civil 
authority, and threatened fo di- 
rectly the immediate fubverfion of 
all legal power, and deftruction of 
all property, and the confufion of 
every order in the ftate, that I 
found myfelf obliged, by every tie 
of duty and affection to my peo- 
ple, to fupprefs, in every part, 
thofe rebellious infurreétions, and to 
Provide for the public fafety, by 
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the moft effectual and immediate 
application of the force intrufted to 
me by Parliament. 

“1 have directed copies of the 
proclamations iffued to be laid be- 
fore you. 

- Proper orders have been given 
for bringing the authors and abet- 
tors of thete infurrections, and the 
perpetrators of fuch ‘criminal aéts 
to {peedy trial, and fuch condign 
punifhment as the laws of their 
country prefcribe, and as the vin- 
dication of public juftice demands. 

“Though I truft ic is not necef 
fary, yet I think it right at’ this 
time, to renew to you my folemn 
affurances, that I have no other 
object but to make the laws of the 
realm, and the principles of our 
excellent conftitution in church and 
flate, the rule and meafure: of ‘m 
conduct; and I fhall evercontfider it 
as the firft duty of my ftation, and the 
chief glory of my reign, to main- 
tain and preferve the eftabliflied re- 
ligion of my kingdoms, and, as far 
as in me lies, to fecure and perpe- 
tuate the rights and liberties of my 
people.” 

The’ addrefs of thanks to the 
above fpeech was carried in both 
Houfes without a negative. 

This day the Marquis de Core 
don, Envoy Extraordinary from the 
King of Sardinia; the Chevalier de 
Pinto, Envoy Extraordinary and 
Pienipotentiary from the King of 
Portugal; Monfieur de Dreyer, En- 
voy Extraordinary from the King 
of Denmark; Monfieur dé Simolin, 
Minifter Plenipotentiary from the 
Emprefs of Rufha, and feveral other 
foreign Minifters, had private au- 
diences of his Royal Highnefs the 
Duke of Cumberland, The fame 
day there was alfo a crowded levee 
at Cuniberland Houfe. 

2. Let 
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22. Letters were received at the 
Admiralty, containing an account 
of a tharp action between his Ma- 
jefty’s thip Apollo, and a French 
frigate, in which captain Pownall of 
the Apollo was killed. Five of his 
men were alfo killed, and 20 
wounded. ‘The French frigate was 
driven on fhore near Oitend. 

ag. Yefterday the Seffions be- 

at the Old Bailey, when a num- 
a of perfons charged with being 
concerned in the late riots were 
tried, four of whom were capitally 
convicted, Two were alfo capitally 
convicted for other offences. 


ry LY. 


3. Mr. Henry John Mafkall, an 
apothecary, was tried at the Old 
Bailey, be aiding and affifting in 

ulling down the houfe of Lord 

ansfield, during the late riots ; 
but the jury brought him in not 
guilty. 

Several other perfons were tried 
the fame day for being concerned 
in the riots, one of whom was Ed- 
ward Dennis, the common hang- 
man, who was capitally convict- 
ed. 

WuitewAct, July 5s. 


“Extrafl of a Letter from Sir Henry 
Clinton, to Lord George Germain. 
Head-quarters, Charles-T own, 
South Carolina, Fune 4, 1780, 
mt Lord, 
HAD the honour in my 
difpatch, No. 88, by the Earl of 
Lincoln, to communicate to your 
Lordfhip the furrender of Charles- 
Town. Lam now able to give your 
Lordfhip a return of the prifoners 
taken, amounting, as you will ob- 
ferve, exclufive of near a thoufand 
fiilors in arms, to 5618 men, 


I informed your lordfhip tha¢ 
lieutenant-general Earl Cornwaijig 
was to march up the north fide of 
Santee, whilft another corps moved 
up the higher thore of thar river 
towards the diftrict of Ninety-fix, 

The trogps immediately under 
his lordfhip’s command have prefled 
fo etiectually upon a body of the 
rebels which remained in the pro- 
vince, that the Earl, by detaching 
his corps of cavalry, and with them 
the legion intantry mounted, hag 
completed the deftruction of every 
thing in arms againft us in this 
province. 

Lieutenant-colonel Tarleton head- 
ed this detachment, whofe ceélerity 
in performing a marth of near an 
hundred miles in two days, was e- 
qual to the ardour with which they 
attacked the enemy. Thefe retuf- 
ing the terms which were offered 
them, were charged, and deteateéd, 
with the lofs of one hundred and 
feventy two killed, and fome taken, 
together with the remaining field 
artillery of the fouthern army, their 
colours and bagzage. Gazette. 

In the fame Gazette is alfo ¢ 
letter from Admiral Rodney, con- 
taining an account of two actions 
between the Englifh and French 
fleets on the 15th and 19th of May. 
The French on both occafions avoid- 
ed a general engagement; however, 
Admiral Rodney at length obliged 
them to take fhelter in Martinico, 
in a fhattered condition. 

11. This day the Seffions ended 
at the Old Bailey, during which 85 
perfuns were tried for the late riots, 
ot whom 35 were capitally convicted, 

Several of the rioters were exe- 
cuted this day, namely William 
Macdonald, Charlotte Gardiner, and 
Mary Roberts, at Tower-bit; 
William Brown, in Bihhopfgate- 
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ftreet, ond William Bateman, in 
an-ifreet. 
ssa Thomas Taplin and Richard 
Roberts, rioters, were executed in 
Bow-ftreet; and James Henry on 
Holborn-hill. 
13. Enoch Fleming, a rioter, 
was executed in Oxford-road. 
Peterfourgh, Fu ne Lette rs 
from Mohilow of the 27th of May 
advife, that the Emperor arrived 
there on the 23d and the Emprefs 
of Rufia on the 2csth. Count 
Cobenzel prefented him to her Im- 
rial Majefty by the title of Count 
Falkenttein. Atter a refidence of 
five days at that place, their Impe- 
rial Majetties fupped the zoth at 
Schklow, a country feat of General 
Sotriz, and then proceeded toge- 
ther to Smoleniko. From thence 
the Emprefs will continue her route, 
and the Emperor will vilit Mofcow. 
28. Inthis day’s Gazette, are letters 
from John Dailing, kig. Governor 
of Jamaica, to Lotd George Ger- 
maine, and from Capt. Polfon to 
Governor Dalling, giving an ac- 
count of the reduction of Fort Juan 
on the river St. John, in the Gulph 
of Mexico, which leads to the rich 
and opulent city of Grenada on the 
Lake Nicaragua, by a detachment 
of his Majefty’s troops under.the 
command of Capt. Polfon of the 
6th regiment, in which were found 
one brafs mortar of 54 inches, 20 
ieces of brafs ordnance mounted, 
fides fwivels, to or 12 iron ditto 
difmounted, with a proportionable 
quantity of military ftores. 
_ Inthe fame Gazette are the follow- 
ing advices from Admiral Geary to 
the Admiralty, dated June ¢, at fea. 
“Monday the 3d inftant, the 
Monarch, being a-head on the look 
Our, at ten A. M. made the fignal 
for fecing a flect of 25 fail; which 
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judging to be a fquadron of the ene- 
my’s fhips of war, and that no time 
might be loft, I immediately order- 
ed a general chace, which was con- 
tinued all that day. At five P. M. 
the Monarch made the fignal to 
denote that fhe paffed the fternmoft 
of the enemy’s fhips without fecur- 
ing them, as foon afteewards did 
the Foudroyant, and fome others 
of the headmoft fhips; and at the 
fame time we could plainly difecover 
from the Victory’s maft-head, that 
they were nearly up with the reft 
of the enemy’s fhips. Soon after 
feven a thick fog unfortunately came 
on, and I fhortened fail in order to 
clofe with the flips neareft me, 
ftecring the fame courfe under an 
ealy fail until day light the next 
morning after. I with pleafure ac- 
quaint their lordflips, that all the 
{hips have fince rejoined me, except 
the Monarch and Detence, which I 
am informed were left in chace of 
the enemy’s fhips of war, under 
whofe protection the convoy failed. 

*“ The fleet which we chaced 
proves to be a convoy to Port au 
Prince, of between 25 and 30 fail, 
under convoy of the Fier of 50 
guns, and a large flip armed en 
flute, of which the veflels named in 
the inclofed lift have been captured; 
and had it not been tor the fudden 
coming on of the fogs at the hour I 
have mentioned, it 18 my opinion 
that every flip of them would have 
been taken. 

Lift of Prices i the 4th of Fuly, 
1780. 

Brig Le Jeun Francois, and fhip 
Le Comte D’Eftaing, by the Moe 
narch; fhip Le Hazard, by the 
Proferpine; Polacre Eleanora, by 
the Ambufcade; fhip Maria Terefa, 
by the Diana; fhip Count D’Argour, 
by the Canada; fhip Courier, z. 
t 
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the Royal George; polacre Cofmo- 
polite, by the Queen; Snow Voya- 
eur, by the tenon tanh fhip St. 
Rartholodiew, by the Prince rar 
fhip (name unknown) by the 
fence; polacre Le Solitaire, by the 
Alfred. The above veficls are 
chietly laden with fugar, coffee, and 
Indigo.” 
Extra of a Letter from Mefina, 
May 15. 

“Sunday laft, the rith inft. at 
eleven o’clock in the evening, after 
a violent earthquake, Mount Aétna 
opened on the S. W, fide, three 
miles diflant from the fummit. ‘Ihe 
lava took its direction on the fide of 
the plain of Catania, and on Wed- 
nefday it had run eight leagues. 
The inflamed matter burfts out with 
a violent noife, rifing about twenty- 
five feet in height, and immediate- 
ly falling down with great rapidity. 
They have meafured its progrefs 
in the almoft imperceptible declivity 
which leads to Belpaffo, a town 
feven miles from Meffina; it then 
advanced near half a fathomin a 
minute, and didnot feem likely to 
abate, fo that Belpaffo is threatened 
with entire ruin. The lava is at 
the broadeft place about four miles 
wide, and unlefs it thould meet 
Valleys to turn its courte, it will 
very probably do tome damage to 


Aa 


Catania, We flattered ourlelves 
that when the cruption began the 
earthquakes would have  ceafed; 
but we had every day fince frefh 
fhocks. ‘TL hofe of § indav at-cleven 
in the evening, and of Monday at 
four in the afternoon, were verv 
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violent, but momentary; that of 


Wednefday was, in every refpect, 
the fame as that which b ppened on 
the 28th of March, ‘and was pre- 
ceded by a great compre fen ot air 
in the uppel reeron trom the North, 
Wiciliua is quite deferted, the people 
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having encamped without the walls.” 

20. On Tuelday laft, an eng 
was put to the fittings of the court 
which had been held at St, Mar. 
garet’s-hill, by fpecial commiffion, 
for trying the rioters in Southwark ; 
during the courfe of which 50 per. 
fons were tried as rioters, of whom 
24 were capitally convicted, 

This day three more of the 
rioters were executed, viz. John 
Gamble, at Bethnall-green, Samuel 
Solomons in Whitechapel, and James 
Jackfon in the Old Bailey, 

21. ‘This day five noters were 
executed. Thomas Price, James 
Burn, and Benjamin Waters, in 
Old-ftreet ; and George Staples and 


Jonathan Stracey in Moorfields. 


22. Charles Kent and John Gray, 
rioters, were executed this day im 
Bloomfbury-fquare. ' 

An account was this day publifhed 
in the Gazette, that Capt. Walde- 
grave, of La Prudente, in company 
with the Licorne, had taken La 
Capricieufe, a large French frigate, 
which he was afterwards obliged to 
burn, fhe being fo much damaged 
in the action, that it was impracti- 
cable to bring her to England 

Conflantinople, July 26. Ac- 
cording to letters trom Bombay, 
dated March 1¢, and arrived the 
Sth inft. the Englith Eaft-India 
Company’s army, under*the com- 
mand of General “Goddard, had 
taken every place to the northward 
of Surat, and to the fouthward of 
Amadabad, the capital ot Guzerat, 
which was likewife taken by form 
the reth of February, with the lofs 
of about roo men killed and wound- 
ed. General Goddard was on his 
return to the fouthward, and was 
within a few miles of the Maharatta 
armies, the Generals of which were 
making propofals of peace, and, as 
a prelummary, had delivered uptwo 
Engluh 
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Englith Gentlemen, who had been 

in ir hands feveral months. 

Sir Edward Hughes was arrived 
with his fquadron at Madras, and 
all the Eaft-India fleets which fajled 
from England in March and May, 
1779) were likewife arrived in dif- 
ferent ports in India, not a fhip be- 
ing milling. (Lo Gazette.) 

Admiralty-Office, Fuly 29, 1780. — 

Commodore Johnitone, in his letter 
to Mr. Stephens dated oft Lifbon 
the 7th inftant, _ an account of 
his Majeity’s fhip the Romney, 
Capt. Home, having, in the latitude 
of 45, fallen in with and taken, 
after a clofe action of half an hour, 
the Artois French frigate of 40 
guns, and 474 men, commanded 
by Monf. Le Febre; in which 
action the Romney had three men 
wounded ; the Artois nine men killed, 
and 16 wounded, and the fails and 
rigging of both fhips much damaged. 

The Commodore likewife men- 
tions, that the olus had, on the 
24th of June, in company with 
two privateer cutters, taken the 
Eulale of 18 guns, and 100 men, 
bound from Bourdeaux to Port au 
Prince, laden chiefly with wine and 
Hour. 

Extra of a letter from Captain Fobn 
Harvey, of his Mayefly’s foip the 
Panther, to Mr. Stephens, dated 
Gibraltar Bay, June 8, 1780. 
Nothing material has happened 

here neceflary for their Lordfhip’s 

information fince Commodore Elliot 
failed, till the zth inft. when about 
one in the morning his Majefty’s 

fhip Enterprize, whofe Captain I 

dire&ted to moor northward of the 

New Mole, to prevent any attack 

on the fhips and veffels here, made 

the fignal of the enemy "5 approach, 

Seven fhips or vefiels were imme 

diately perceived to be fet on fire, 

and coming towards the New Mole, 

1780, 


Some of thefe fire fhips drove, and 
the others were, by the boats of the 
Enterprize, St. Fermin, and ord. 
nance tranfports, all towed by two 
o’clock, to the fouthward of the 
New Mole. The largeft went on 
fhore on Rofcia Bay. Four of them 
drifting towards the Panther, lying 
off Rofcia, her boats were fent to 
grapple them, which they foon ef- 
ected, and towed them on fhore. 
At half paft two, difcovering two 
veflels making towards the Panther, 
feveral guns, with round and grape 
fhot, were fired at them, on which 
they were fet on fire. The boats, 
without difficulty, in a little time 
towed them clear: One of them a 
brig, got on fhore at Europa Point ; 
the other, a fhip, drove to fea. 
Though the enemy had the moft 
favourable wind, weather, &c. for 
their purpofe, pe will pleafe to 
acquaint their Lordfhips, not the 
leatt damage has been done to the 
{hipping, nor had we a fingle man 
hurt. A conftant fire from all the 
{hips and che garrifon was kept up 
on the enemy’s gallies and boats, 
which were very numerous, but the 
darknefs of the night prevented our 
difcovering what execution was 
done. By what remains of the 
feveral veffels, and the fpecies of 
ftores and combuftibles unconfumed, 
it is evident no labour or expence 
has been {pared in their equipment. 
The largeft fhip is about 117 feet 
in the keel, had two tier of ports, 
and was about the fize of a 50 gun 
fhip. One fhip appeared to be 
about 300 tons, another of about 
280, four brigs, and two finall 
veffels. 

By the flames of the fire fhips we 
obferved feveral fhips ftanding off 
and on the entrance of the bays 
which at day-light we found to be 
the Spanifh Rear-Adiniral Barccllo, 
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in a fhip of the line, with two fri- 
gates, and feveral xebeques, and 
other armed vetlels. They failed 
in the night from Algezir, with a 
view of intercepting any fhip that 
might have been obliged to go out of 
the Bay. A fhip of the line hke- 
wife failed the day before from that 
lace to the eaftward, as is fuppofed 
with the fame defign. In the morn- 
ing the Spuanifh Admiral, with the 
frigates and xebeques, returned and 
anchored at Algezir, where he now 
remains. 


A UG U S§ T. 


s. Sir James Wallace, Captain 
of the Nonfuch, in a letter to Mr. 
Stephens, Secretary of the Admi- 
ralty, publithed in this day’s Ga- 
zette, gives an account, that while 
his boats were employed, on the 
roth of July, in burning a French 
frigate off the Loire, he obferved 
three fail in the N. W. making 
fignals to each other, to which he 
immediately gave chace, and about 
midnight came up with and clefely 
engaged one of them; that after a 
detence of more than two hours fhe 
ftruck, and proved to be La Belle 
Poule, mounted with 32) guns, 
twelve pounders, commanded by 
the Chevalier Kergariou, and 275 
men; that the captain and 24 men 
were killed, the fecond captain, with 
feveral other officers and men, to the 
am@ynt of 50, were wounded; and 
tWarahe Nonfuch had three men 
Killed and ten wounded, two of whom 
hive finee died, 

The frigates which were in com- 

any, but feparated, were L’Amia- 
fi of 22 guns, cight pounders; 
aud La Roflignolic, of 20 guns, fix 
pound rs. 

ao Yefterdar morning Robert 
Lovell, Edward Dorian, Mary 
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Cook, Oliver Johnfon, Elizabeth 
Collins, and John Bridport, fome 
of the rioters condemned at Mar. 
garet’s-hill, were executed in Sr 
George's fields, near the King’s 
Bench prifon, 

Lxtratt of a letter from Windfor, 

Aug. 13. 

“ Yefterday being the birth day 
of his Royal Highnefs the Prince 
of Wales, who entered into the 19th 
year of his age, it was celebrated 
here in a manner unufually feftive, 

** At one there was a drawing 
room in the grand faloon at the 
cattle, when their Majetties received 
the compliments of the nobility and 
gentry on the occafion. 

“ The Prince of Wales had a 
levee for the firft time in the Audi- 
ence chamber; the reft of the 
Royal family received the compli- 
ments at_the Qucen’s houfe in the 
Caftle-yard, except the Princefs 
Royal, who fat alone in the Queen’s 
apartment.” 

15- On Wednefday laft a mot 
dreadful ftorm of thunder and light- 
ning killed a man making hay near 
Swantea in Glamorganfhire, and fet 
fire to the hay on which he was 
found. The twivel of his watch 
was melted, and a sound hole made 
in the outer cale, which fixed it to 
the inner cafe, but no mark appear- 
ed on his body, and only a black 
fpot on his flirt near to the hole 
made in his watch. 

On the fame day a horfe and 18 
fheep were ftruck dead near Utk, in 
Monmouthfhire. They had ail got 
together under a pear-tree to avoid 
the violence of the tempeit. Two 
horfes were alfo killed by the 
lightning in a ftable near Poutypool. 

16. On Saturday lait a defperate 
affray happened at Plymouth bes 
tween the Brecknock regiment ob 
wulitia, joincd by the yzth regi- 
Lass 
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ment of foot, and the Hereford 
regiment of militia, aided by the 


Somerfet regiment. At fir they 
fought with their fide arms, but at 
Jength had recourfe to firelocks, 
when Gen. Gray interpoling, put a 
ffop to their proceedings, but not 
behore fome were killed and many 
wounded. 

On Saturday evening, an exprefs 
arrived with an account of a Ruffian 
fleet being arrived in the Channel. 
The following is a lift of the flups, 
and of their force: The Pantole- 
man, Cavalier Rear-Adiniral Keuze, 
Captain Cavalier Burke, fenior Cap- 
tain of the fleet, 74 guns, 670 men ; 
St. Nicoli, leading the van, Cava- 
lier Robert Dugdale, 66 guns, 575 
men; Alexander Neis Key, Cap- 
tain Boocaring, 64 guns, 550 men ; 
Ingarmolandy, Captain Poverleafh- 
ing, 64 guns, 550 men; Blaga- 
polucki, Captain Melnicutt, 64 guns, 
sso men; Maria, Captain Crutfa- 
nuff, 32 guns, 240 men. 

Admiralty-Office, Aug. 19. Ad- 
miral Geary, with part of the ficet 
under his command, arrived at 
Spithead. He brought with him a 
letter of marque named the Hall- 
wiel, of 350 tons, 24 guns, and $0 
men, with fugar, coffee, and indi- 
goonboard; alfoan Englifh brig, 
her prize, bound from Newfound- 
land to Lifbon; and a lugger pri- 
yateer of 8 guns, and 36 men. 

Capt. Wm. Peere Williams, of 
his Majefty’s fhip Flora, acquaints 
the board alfo with his having taken 
a French frigate called the Nymphe, 
commanded by the Chev. La Re- 
main, who died the day he was 
taken, of the wounds he received in 
the action. The Nymphe had 32 
§0s mounted, pierced for 4c, and 
2gi men, of whom 131 were killed 
or wounded. The Flora had 36 
guns, aod 259 men, 27 of whom 
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were killed or wounded. 

22. This day Henry Penny, one 
of the rioters, was executed in St. 
George’s-fields. 

Admiralty-Offi-e, 22d Aug. 1780. 

Captain Moutray, of his Majetty’s 
fhip the Ramillics, which failed 
from Plymouth on the agth of lait 
month, with the trade bound tor the 
Eatt and Weft Indies, has, in his 
letter of the oth inf. acquainted 
my Lords Commitffioners of the 
Admiralty, that on the night before, 
he unfortunately fell in with a ficet, 
which proved to be the combined 
flects of France and Spain from 
Cadiz, in lat. 36.40. N. long. 16. 
W. from London, and that there is 
the greateft reafon to apprehend that 
nearly the whole of the convoy were 
taken. 

According to the Spanifh accounts, 
the number of prizes, taken by them 
on this occafion from the Englith, 
amounted to fifty-five: among 
which were five Eatt-Indiamene 
The Englifh accounts make the 
whole number fifty-two. 

25. On Thurfday laft was pree 
fented to the Lord Mayor of York, 
by his Grace of Portland, a clutter 
ot Syrian grapes, the largeft, it is 
fuppofed, that ever grew in England. 
Its girt round was five feet nine 
inches, and its weight 11 pounds 
1O ounces, 

26. In the Gazette of this day is 
a letter from Capt. Macbride of the 
Bientaifant, in which he acquaints 
the Board of Admiralty, that on the 
13th he fell in with and had taken 
the Comte d’Artois, of 64 guns, 
upwards of 644 men, a private fhip 
of war, commanded by the Chevae 
lier Clonard, after an action in 
which the enemy had at men killed, 
and 35 wounded, , 

29. Yeiterday was executed neat 
Bath John Butler, who was con- 
(& 2) vacted 
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viéted of being concerned in the 
late riot in that city, in which the 
Popith chapel was deftroyed. 

o. We hear from Rome that 
they had a luftrum (or a number- 
ing of the people) there on the 24th 
of June, when it appeared there 
were in that city 155,184 inhabi- 
tants; of whom were 36,485 
houfekeepers. In this number were 
included 3847 monks, 2827 fecular 
pricits, 1gto nuns, 1065 ftudents, 
1470 alms-houfe poor, 7 negroes, 
and ¢2 perfons not Romans. The 
canialteiie from June 24, 1779, 
to June 24, 1780, was 5218, and 
the burials 7181. 


SEPTEMBER. 


t. This day a proclamation 
was iffued by the King in council, 
for diffolving the parliament, , and 
calling another. 

2. Yeilerday the Refolution and 
Difcovery, from a four years voyage 
on difcovery, arrived at Falmouth, 
The journals of the Captains Cooke 
and Clarke were previoufly in the 
poileiion of the Admiralty board. 

8. A return has been made of the 
inhabitants and garrifon of Gibral- 
tar on the g1ft of lait May. The 
inhabitants were 3201, of which 
there were 606 Engliith, 1832 Ro- 
man Catholics, and 863 Jews. The 
houfes amount to 446, of which 
195 are of the Proteitants, ray of 
Roman Catholics, and 107 of Jews. 
The garrifon confifted of the 1:ath, 

gth, s6th, g8th, z2d, and 73d, 
inglith regiments, with three Ha- 
noverian regiments, commanded by 
General La Motte. 

is. A brig trom Newcaftle, laden 
with coals, arrived at Portimouth 
in a mott bloody condition, having 
engaged a French privateer off 
Beachy-head, who thinking her an 
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IPA L (September, 
eafy prey boarded her; when the 
crew taking to their clofe quarters, 
killed or wounded every man to the 
number of 18, who came on deck, 
and night coming on fortunately 
made her efcape. 

18, Yelterday a moft alarming 
tempeft of thunder and lightning 
threw the inhabitants of Eaftbourne 
in Suffex into the utmoft confterna. 
tion. A ftream of eleétrical fire 
fell upon the houfe occupied by Mr, 
Adair, next to that in which Prince 
Edward refided, and juft at the clofe 
of the ftorm, when the feverity of 
it was fo far fubfided as to leave no 
apprenfions of danger, two of 
Mr. Adair’s fervants were going out 
to view an engagement at fea, when 
the coachman, who was foremoft, 
was ftruck inftantly dead, and thrown 
back againft the butler, who, without 
being fenfible of the caufe, fell 
likewife to the ground. Upon re- 
covering his furprize, he ran up 
ftairs in anfwer to the bell which 
was rung by the houfe-kceper. The 
butler’s report fuggefted the necefli- 
ty of enquiring after the reft of the 
family. Upon opening the dining- 
room door, Mr. Adair was found 
lying on the floor, apparently in a 
ftate of infenfibility. He had fuf- 
tained a fevere ftroke, which affect- 
ed his whole left fide, and particu- 
larly his arm, which was at firft 
fuppofed to have been broken. 
Amidit the hurry and confufion, 
the footman’s abfence was not no- 
ticed, who had fhared in his fellow- 
fervant’s fate; he was found ftretch- 
ed out. on the floor in the pantry, 
and actually dead. Mifs Adair was 
in her room drefling, and though 
the woodwork of the bed, from 
which fhe had juit rifen, was fhi- 
vered in pieces, fhe very happily 
did not fuftain the leatt perfonal 
injury. The houfe, appendages, 
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rniture, were much damaged, 
- ao fplit, and partly thrown 
down, the windows fhattered, look- 
ing-glaffes broken, bell-wires in fome 
of the rooms melted, and cornices 
difplaced. In the room where the 
footman was found, a large ftone, 
forming a part of the front wall, 
was forced out of its place. A 
feal-ring (on Mr. Adair’s finger) 
was cracked round the fetting of the 
fone, and the watch which was 
in his pocket bore the appearance 
of being battered. A very ex- 
traordinary circumftance regarding 
the coachman was this; though it 
was evident, from the livid marks 
on his breaft, that he received the 
fatal ftroke there, the lightning had 
rforated a round hole in the lower 
part of his wig behind, which ex- 
hibited no figns of being burnt, 
but looked as if it had been cut 
with a pinking iron.—None of the 
neighbouring houfes received da- 
mages 
19. On Saturday 27 prifoners 
were tried at the Old Builey, two 
of whom were capitally convicted, 
viz. Abraham Danford and William 
Newton, for felonioufly affaulting 
janes Watts, clerk to Meff. Smith, 
Vright, and Gray, bankers in 
Lombard-ftreet, in an empty houfe, 
in Water-lane, hired for the pur- 
pofe, putting him in fear of his 
life, and taking from him a pocket- 
book, containing notes and bills 
to the amount of about 4o0o00l. 
Their defign feems to have been of 
the moft horrid nature, as they 
had barricadoed the cellar windows, 
fixed double doors on the ftairs, fo 
as to prevent the hearing the cries 
of any perfon put therein; and they 
Were proceeding to drag the unfortu- 
hate young man thereto, having him 
by the throat in the pafiage; but 


on his repeated cries of murder, 
he was heard by Mrs. Boucher, a 
neighbour, who ran over to his 
affiftance, thundered at the door, 
which being 4aft, the burft open 
the lower fafh window, and got fo 
far in as to fee the tranfaction in 
the paflage, and to feize and fecure 
Dantord. Newton efcaped out of 
doors, bur on her cry of ftop thief, 
he was alfo fecured. Mr. Watts, 
being a quaker, refufed to give evie 
dence on oath. 

25. Yefterday Mr. Alderman 
Kirkman was interred, with un- 
ufual pomp, in Baffifhaw church, 
It was thought fomewhat fingular, 
that a gentleman who had not been 
of any confiderable note in his lifes 
tune, fhould be fo magnificently 
attended to his grave. But he had 
been a member of the London 
military affociation; and therefore 
that and the other military affocia- 
tions about the metropolis attended 
on the occafion, It being about the 
time of afternoon fervice on Sunday, 
the crowds who aflembled to fee 
the proceflion oc¢cafioned the fe- 
veral places of worfhip in London 
to be almoft deferted. 

Berlin, Sept, 13, His Majefty, 
from motives of real goodnefs, has 
caufed to be fet at liberty the 
judges and counfellors concerned 
in the affair of the miller Arnold, 
who had been fent to Spandau, and 
they are already arrived here. 

27+ Information is received, by 
means of a Spanifh packet-boat, 
taken by a privateer fitted out from 
Glafgow, of fundry infurreétions in 
the Spanifh fettlements in South 
America, 

Berlin, Aug. 28. Before the 
arrival of the King in Silefia, an 
order was read in all the pulpits, 
forbidding the prefenting of any 
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petitions to his Majefty during his 
ftay in that province, on any ac- 
yee” SS Pe ee 
count what oever. }his prohidi- 
tion was rendered necetiary byt 
Th tunities to which the King 
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pt 
their firft deftination was Rhode. 
Ifland. I, in confequence, folicited 
that tranfports for 6000 men mighe 
be in full readinefs to receive 
troops, fhould early intimation of 
the enemy’s arrival invite to enter. 


pri e againit them. 


war tellin with the French fleet off 
. ; , . 

Cape acnryv ; and on thn sth the 
\dmiral recerved information of ir, 


Fhe 13th Admiral Greaves ar. 
raved. 
On the 18th, by a courier from 
the Fatt end of Lone Iiland, the 

intelli rence was received of the 
t the French 


- ’ ‘ , . . 
of Rhode-Iiland, which I tranf 


arrival on tae rOotn ¢<« 


. . %» _ : . } . 
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ee put a DOUYV OF TFOODS anhout in the 
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woune, Treacy for Oneration to the 
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buiftward, at farther intormaticg 
fhould warrant it, and not too di- 
fant to return rapidly, ard act 

aunit the rebel army, fhould they, 
in my ablence, form an enterprize 
ice potts. 

Many caufes confpired to retard 
the arrival of tranfports at Frog’s 
Neck, trom which place mv eme 
barkation was onlv effected 
During this time ali hopes ot els 
fram a coup-de-main were of courte 
VW atted away. 

The Camilla and Amphitrite, 
w hic h were app inted mo ¢ nvoy 
us, joining the fame day, I pro- 
ceeded w th the tra ports to Hlun- 
tingdon-bay, where I was honoured 

th fuch accounts from the Ads 
he enemy 


had 


Dural, of the attention ¢ 
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+y fortify themfelves 
had given to ROSE RE. 
ep at l no longer entertainer an 1a a 
“making any attempt folely with 
ot ngs a . d 
I cannot judge what 
expected trom a 
wut Ll pretame that, 


the troops. 
macht have been 
‘oint operation ; Ou | 
} afnect aftairs bore at that tume 
inthe aipect amat rae ttime, 
‘+ was not co be undertaken with 

ropriety. 

On the iit therefore I returned 

| “ } 334, | ol 

eco Whiteitone, where I difembark- 
ping the traniports 
in readinets to receive them again, 
he army encamp- 
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if neceflary ; and 
ed near the thore. 
‘ag this time Wafhington, by 
a rapid movement, had, with an 

my nereated to ¢,000 men, 
pafled the North River, and was 
moving towards An , when 
he mutt have Iea ned that my ar- 
had not proceeded to 
Rhode-Ifland. He (I apprehend 


bu 


. er . 
ty s Driage 


ruence ot this) recrotled 


the river, and 1s now near Orange 


The Admiral is near Gardner’s- 
Ijand, to which place 
puilible, proceed to confer with 
him and his othcers, that if any 
thing can be done by the fle et, the 
liittance ot the land 


viven: for 1f 18 Ro 
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forces may De 


nger in my power, with my 
pretent numbers and refources, to 
think of anv deliberate undertaking, 
as principal, againit the united 


ree ot the French and rebels, in 
1 polit which 3<00 Briuth were 
adie to maintain, in a meaner 
poiture of defence, againit 18,000 
jacn, and a very powertul fleet. 
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Pr’ 7 . 
auttot 14 fhips and veifels taken 
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wards, onthe Newfoundland ftation: 
among them is the Mercury packet 
from Philadelphia, on board of 
which was the hon. Henry Laurens, 
Eig. late pretident ot the American 
congrels, bound en an embaitly to 
Holland. 

4. On the Sth of taft month the 
fleurthhing town of Gera in Germa- 
ny, fo ta: its manutacture, 
was bumeto the ground, and 744 
houfes, with all the furniture, rich 
merchandize, and all that it con- 
tained, totally confumed. The 
lois 16 immenfe, and the dittre(s 
unipeakable. Many perithed in 
the flames, and thote who efcaped 
knew not where to lay their heads. 
On the tame day the city of Strau- 
bingen 
Tate. 

s. Yefterday Mr. Laurens, lare 
pretident of the congrets, who was 
taken as he was going ambaffador 
to the States ot Holland, was ex. 
amined at the Cockpit betore Lord 
North and feveral nobility. He 
was committed to the Tower, on a 
charge ot high treafon, 

8. On the 20th of laf month 
the King of Sweden, by the name 
of Court Haga, arrived at 
Hague. During his thort tay, 
Mayeity vitited 


nous for 


nearly ihared the fame 


the 
his 
every thine worthy 
ot his curiofity in that town and 
neighbourhood, HEvxpretling a detire 
co fee the troops in garrifon there, 
the Dutch and Swils guards, led by 
his Highnels the Prince 
ot Orange in perion, marched to the 
ordinary place of exercife, where 
they were reviewed, and gave great 
futisfaction; atter which the Prince 
ot Orange gave a breakfatt, under 
tents prepared tor that purpofe, to 
his Swedih Majetty, and a very 
plendid company. The Kine was 
pieated to accept invitations to fup- 
per trom the kneglih and French 
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ambaffadors, and left the Hague on 
the 2gth, proceeding to vilit the 
other towns of Holland. 

Whitehall, O&. g. This morn- 
ing Captain Rofs, aid-de-camp to 
Licutenant-General Earl Cornwal- 
lis, arrived in town from South- 
Carolina, with a letter from his 
Lordthip to Lord George Germain, 
of which the following are cx- 
tracts: 

Camden, Aug. 21, 1780. 
My Lord, 

It is with great pleafure that I 
communicate to your Lordfhip an 
account of acompleat victory ob- 
tained on the :6thinit. by his Ma- 
jefty’s troops under my command, 
over the rebel fouthern army, com- 
manded by General Gates. 

On the oth inftant two expreffes 
arrived, with an account that Ge- 
neral Gates was advancing towards 
Lynche’s creek with his whole army, 
fuppoled to amount to 6000 men, 
exclulive of a detachment of one 
thoufand men under General Sump- 
ter, who, after having in vain 
attempted to force the potts at 
Rocky Point and Hanging Rock, 
was believed to be at that time try- 
wy to pet round the left of our 
polition, to cut off our communica- 
tion with the Congarecs and Charles- 
‘Town; that the dilattected country 
between Pedee and Black River had 
actually revolted; and that Lord 
Rawdon was contracting his potts, 
and preparing to aflemble his torce 
at Camden. 

In confequence of this informa- 
tion, 1 fet out in the evening of the 
roth, and arnved at Camden on 
the nivht between the 12th and 
rath, and there found Lord Rawdon 
with our W hole toree, except Liecu- 
tenant Colonel Turnbull’s finall de- 
tachment, which fell back from 
Rocky Mount to Major Ferguton’s 


LOGober, 


pofts of the militia of Nincty-fix on 
Little River. 

_I had now my option to make, 
either to retire or attempt the ene. 
my : for the pofition at Camden wag 
a bad one to be attacked in, and by 
General Sumpter’s advancing down 
the Wateree, my fupplies mutt have 
failed me in a few days. 

I faw nodifficulty in making good 
my retreat to Charles-Town, with 
the troops that were able to march; 
but in taking that refolution, I mut 
have not only left near 800 fick and 
a great quantity of ttorcs at this 
place, but I clearly faw the lofs of 
the whole province, except Charle3- 
Town; and of all Georgia, except 
Savannah, as immediate conie- 
quences, befides forfeiting all pres 
tenlions to future contidence trom 
our friends in this part ot Ame- 
rica. 

On the other hand, there was no 
doubt of the rebel army being well 
appointed, and of its number being 
upwards of 5000 men, exclutive ot 
General Sumpter’s detachment, and 
of a corps of Virginia militia of 12 
or 1500 men, cither actually joined 
or expected to join the main body 
every hour; and my own corps, 
which never was numerous, was 
now reduced, by ficknefs and other 
calualties, to about 1400 fighting 
men, of regulars and provincials, 
with 4 or soo militia and North Ca- 
rolina refugees. 

However, the greateft part of th 
troops that I had being pertectly 
good, and having left Charles Town 
fufficiently garrifoned and provide: 
for a fiege, and feeing little to lot 
by a defeat, and much to gain by 
a victory, I refolved to take the 
firft good opportunity to attack the 
rebel army. 

Accordingly I took great pains 
to procure gcod intormation of their 
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movements and pofition; and I 
learned that they had encamped, 


after marching from Hanging Rock, 
at Colonel Rugeley’s about twelve 
miles from hence, on the afternoon 
of the 14th. : 

After confulting fome intelligent 
people, well acquainted with the 
round, 1 determined to march at 
ten o’clock in the night of the I sth, 
and to attack at day-break, pointing 
my principal force againit their con- 
tinentals, who from good intelli- 
ence I knew to be badly pofted 
clofe to Colonel Rugeley’s houte. 
Late in the evening I received in- 
formation, that the Virginians had 
soined that day; however, that 
having been expected, I did not 
alter my plan, but marched at the 
hour appointed, Icaving the detence 
of Camden to fome provincials, mi- 
litia, and convalefcents, and a de- 
tachment ot the 63d regiment, who, 
by being mounted on horfes, which 
they had preffed on the road, it was 
hoped would arrive in the courfe of 
the night. 

I had proceeded nine miles, when 
about halt an hour pat two in the 
morning, my advanced guard fell 
inwith the enemy. By the weight 
of the fire | was convinced they 
were in confiderable force, and was 
loon afiured by fome deferters and 
priioners, that it was the whole 
rebel army on its march to attack 
us at Camden. I immediately 
halted and formed, and, the enemy 
doing the fame, the firing foon 
ceafed. Confiding in the difciplined 
courage of his Majefty’s troops, and 
Well apprifed by feveral intelligent 
inhabitants, that the ground on 
which both armies ftood, being 
narrowed by fwamps on the right 
and left, was extremely favourable 
for my! umbr rs, l did not choofe 
to hazard the ereat {take for which 
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I was going to fight, to the uncer- 
tainty and confution to which an 
action in the dark is fo particularly 
lable; but having taken meafures 
that the enemy fhould not have it in 
their power to avoid an engagement” 
on that ground, I refolved to defer 
the attack till day. Atthe dawn I 
made my laft difpofition, and formed 
the troops in the following order: 
The divifion on the right, confifted 
of a fall corps of light infantry, 
the 23d and 33d regiments, under 
the command of Lieutenant Colonel 
Webfter; the divilion of the left, 
confifting of the volunteers of Ire. 


‘land, infantry of the legion, and 


part of Licutenant Colonel Hamil- 
ton’s North Carolina reeiment under 
the command ot Lord Rawdon, with 
2 fix, and 2 three pounders which 
were commanded by Lieutenant 
M’Leod. ‘he 71f regiment, with 
two fix pounders, was formed as a 
referve,: one battalion in the rear of 
the divifion of the right, the other 
of that of the lett, and the caval- 
ry of the legion inthe rear, and the 
country being woody, clofe to the 
sift regiment, with orders to f{eize 
any opportunity that might offer ta 
break the enemy’s lne, and to be 
ready to protect our own, in cafe 
any corps fhould meet with a 
check. 

This difpofition was juft made 
when I perceived that the enemy, 
having likewile pertifted in their 
refolution to fight, were forming in 
two lines oppofite and near us; and 
obferving a movement on the left, 
which 1 fuppofed to be with an 
intention to make fome alteration 
in theirrorder, [ directed Licutenant 
Colonel Webfter to begin the ate 
tack, which was done with great 
vigour, and in a few minutes the 
aétion was gencral along the whole 
front. It was at this time a dead 
calmy 
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calm, with a little hazinefs in the 
air, which preventing the finoke 
from rifling, occafoned fo thick a 
darknels, that it was difficult to {ce 
the effect of a very heavy and well 
fupported fire on both fides, Our 
linc continued to advance in good 
orde r, and with the cool intrepidity 
ot experieaced Bnath Soldiers, keep- 
ing up a conftant fire, or making 
ule otf bayonets, as opportunities 
offered, and after an objtinate re- 
fiftance during three quarters of an 
hour, threw the enemy into total 
contulion, and forced them to give 
way in allquarters. At this inftant 
I ordered the cavalry te complete 
the route, which was performed with 
their ulual prompitude and gal- 
Jantry; and atter doing great exe- 
cution on the field of battle, they 
continued the purfuit to Hanging 
Rock, 22 miles from the place 
where the action happened, during 
which many ot the enemy were tlain, 
a number of prifoners, near 150 
waggons (in one of which was a 
brafs cannon, the carriage of which 
was damaged in the ftkivauth of the 
night) a contiderable quantty of 
mjlitary ftores, and all the baggage 
and camp equipage of the rebel 
army, tell jnto our hands. 

The lois ot the encimy was very 
confiderable: a number of colours, 
and feven pieces ot brats cannon 
(being all their artillery that were 
inthe action) with al] their ammu- 
nition waggons, were taken; be- 
tween cight and nine hundred were 
killed; among the number. Briga- 
dier General Gregory, and about one 
thoutand p:iioners, many of whom 
were wounded; of which number 
were Major General Baron de Kalb, 
fince dead, and Biigadier General 
Ruthertord. 

The fatigue of the troops ren- 
dered them incapable of farther 

] 





I PAL [Odaber, 
exertion on the day of the aétion: 
but as I faw the importance of def, 
troying or difperting, if poffible 
the corps under General Sumpter 
as it might prove a foundation hes 
affembling the routed army, on the 
morning of the 17th I detached 
Lieurenant Colonel Tarleton, wir 

the legion cavalry and intantry, and 
the corps of light infantry, makino 
in all about 330 men, with orders 
to attack him wherever he could 
fiad him: and at the fame time ] 
fent orders to Lieutenant Colonel 
Turnbull and Major Fergufon, at 
that time on little River, to put 
their corps in motion immediately, 
and on their fide to purfue and en- 
deavour to attack General Sumpter, 
Lieutenant Colonel ‘Tarleton exe. 
cuted this fervice with his ufual 
activity and military addrefs. He 
procured good intormation of Sump. 


: 
ters movements, and, by torced 


and concealed inarches, came up 
with and furprifed him in the middle 
of the day on the 18th, near the 
Catawba Fords: He totally dettroy- 
ed or difperfed his detachment, 
confitting then of 700 men, kill- 
ing 150 on the fpot, and taking 
two pieces of brafs cannon, 300 
priioners, and 44 wacgons. He 
likewife retook 100 of our men, 
who had fallen into their hands 
partly at the aétion at Hanging 
Kock, and partly in efcorting fome 
waggons trom Conearecs to Cam- 
den; and he releated 1§O of our 
militia men, or fricndly country 
people, who had been feized by the 
rebels. Captain Campbell, who 
commanded the light intantry, a 
very promifing officer, was untor- 
tunately killed in this affair, Our 
lois otherwite was trifling. This 
action was too brilliant to need any 
comment of mine, and will, I have 
no doubt, highly recommend Licu- 
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eenant Colonel Tarleton to his Majef- 
ey’s favour. The rebel forces being 
at prefent difperted, the interval 
commotions and infurrections in the 

rovince will now fubtide. But I 
fhall give directions to inflict exem- 
plary punifhment on fome of the 
moft guilty, in hopes to deter others, 
‘an future, from fporting with alle- 
mance and oaths, and with the 
Jenity and generofity of the Britith 
government. 


Retarn of the killed, cvounded, and 


" e 4 
mifing, of the troops under the 
’ of . *~ 5 e s i - ] 
command of Lieutenant - General 
Earl Cornwallis, im the  batjle 


foucht near Camden, South Caro- 
j A.’ ° . 
the 16th) of A ug uff, A 


lina, on 
1750. 


Total, 2 captains, 1 lieutenant, 


2 ’ ' *, 
2 ferjeants, 64 rank and file, killed; 
° 2 > 
2 licutenant-colonels, 3 Captains, 3 
lieutenants, § enligns, 13 ferjeants, 
lrummer, 212 rank and file 
I qgrummer, 2 I 5 alti at ta sity 
wounded; 2 ferjeants, g rank and 
fie mifine. 
16. Yetterday ai moft violent 


whirlwind or tornado burft on Ham- 
merimith, Roehampton, Richmond, 
Kingtton, and the environs. The 
torm to have come in one 
direction trom S. to N. It beat open 
the 5. door of Hammerfmith church, 
though avery ftrong one, and the 


Cis 


chandelier becoming a conductor to 
the lightning, it paft directly through 
the church, and beat out a very 
large Gothic window on the N. fide 
which was full of {trong workman- 
fhip both in iron and in ftone; tore 
down the fronts of fome houfles, 
blew down walls, and tore up large 
trees by the roots: all the windows 
onthe S, fide of the church were 
broken by tiles from the adjacent 
houles. The time of its duration 
at Hammertmith did not exceed 
s0ur minutes 


: 
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barn with fome poor people in it 
was blown down, and feven out of 
eleven were fent to the hofpital; a 
{table full of horfes was hikewife 
deftroyed. The effects of the light. 
ning on the ground of the fields, 
and of the ttorm on the largett 
trees, was moft aftonifhing. It has 
been faid, but we do not vouch it, 
that the ftorm carried a large tree 
clear acrofs the Thames, 

“he violent ftorm, which did fo 
much damage in the neighbourhood 
of London, was ftill more feverely 
felt at Cherburgh on the coaft of 
France, where feveral fhips were 
driven out of the bay; the fea rofe 
to an alarming height; at Velogne 
the convent was iftruck with the 
lichtnine; in the foreft of Tour le 
Ville the trees were fet on fire by 
flafes, which were inceffant for fome 
time; in fhort, the inhabitants on 
that part of the coatt for many miles 
were thrown into the utmoit con- 
{ternation,. 

20. On the 13th inf. M. de 
Sartine, the French minifter of ma- 
rine was diimified from that em- 
ployment by order of the French 
king, and M. de Caftries appointed 
in his room. His difmiffion 1s vari- 
oufly accounted for. His profufion 
is faid to be the chief caufe. 

22. The Queen was brought to 
bed of a Prince. 

31. This day the new parliament 
affembled, to which his Majefty went 
in the ufual ftate, and made a f{peech 
to both houfes. 


NOVEMBER. 


1. Laft night at feven o’clock, 
the ceremony of chriitening the 
young prince was performed in the 
great council chamber otf his Ma- 
jefty’s palace, by his grace the 


At Rochaimpton a Archbifhop of Canterbury, his royal 


highnels 
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highnefs the Prince’of Wales, and 
Prince Frederick being godfathers, 
and her royal highnefs the Princefs 
Royal being godmother. His royal 
— was named Alfred. 

Earl Promfret was commifted 
to a Tower, for challenging the 
mtr of Gratton. 

. Yelterday at noon there was a 


acne al court of the prop rictors of 


Eatt-India flock, at their beiehi in 
Leadenhall-ftreet, purfuant to a 
motion of Mr. Fitzgerald laft quar- 
terly court, * for taking into con- 
fideration the affiirs of the company 
both abroad and at home.”’ 

The general uccount of the com- 
pany’s affairs in England. India, and 
China, up to the rch of October, 
1780, was read, every article twice 
over, when tlfe balance in favour 
of the company was 6,962,817]. 
fterline, exclufive of their poifetlions 
abroad as tr home, forts, houfe in 
Leadenhall-ttreet, warchoutes, &c. 
valued at upwards of feven millions 
fter|iny more. 

14. A letter from Sir Henry 
Chieton to Lord George Germain, 
dated New York, Oct. 12, and pub- 
hited in the London Gazette of this 
day, informs his lordfhip, that the 
Amenmenn m: 0 yr general Arnold had 
quitted the rebel fervice, and joined 
the vee Sasiliat ; and of the un- 
forconate tatlure of a plan, which he 
had the moft fanguine hopes, it 
carried into execution, would have 
bet a |) roduc tive of t} ne wreate (} good 

contequence to his Maj retty ’s lervice, 
ie which termijated moft fatally 
for Mamr Andre, his adjutanr- 
general, who being taken prifoner, 
was tried by a board of rebel general 
officers, and condemned by ther 
fentence to fuffer death: which fen- 
tence was ordered by General Wath- 
ington to be carried into execution 
upon that untortunate gentleman 
on the ad initant. 


Admiral Arbuthnot, having acci- 
dentally fallen in with the Fortune 
frigate, availed himfelf of the op- 
portunity to acquaint the Admiralty 
board, that he had met with tran(. 
ports for New-York, and had feen 
them fafe to Sandy Hook; that fince 
his laft fix privateers mounting 29 
guns and manned with 700 feamen, 
had been captured from the rebels 
by his Majefty’s cruifers; and that 
the Culloden had juft taken the 
Se-mge floop Wafhington, of 

ofton, mounting 20 fix- -pounders, 
with 120 men; alfo that the Pear] 
had fallen in with the French fri- 
gute L’E{perance, of 28 twelve- 
pounders, which, after an action of 
two hours, had ftruck to the fu. 
perior gallantry of Captain Mons 
tacue. 

21. Colonel Archer coming from 
Portfmouth on Friday evening, was 
attacked near the Nag’s head on 
the Wandiworth road, by two high- 
waymen, one of whom prefenting 
his puitol, mifled going off, at 
which inant the colonel fired, - 
wounded him in the forchead, ¢ 
which he foon after died, and was 
carried to the above place. 

Yefterday Mr. Trumbull, fon of 
the American governor Trumbull 
of Connecticut, was committed to 
were on fufpicion of carrying on a 
treafonable correfpo: idence. 

Toulon, Nov. 1. One Gafpard, 
the chief of a numerous band of 
robbers, who had rendered them- 
felves very formidable im our neigh- 
bourhood, has at laft been taken at 
La Valette, by a detachment ot 
partizans. On the 28th he was 
conducted to Aix, by a detachment 
of s> men of the Piedmont regi 
ment and two brigades of the Mare- 
chaufee. Though chained to the 
cart which conve y mel him, he aflect ted 
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faluting the people who ran up to 
fee him as he patted. : 
Extract of a letter swritten by Count 

Welderen, the Dutch Envoy Extra- 

ordinary at the Britif/h Court, f0 

Greffer Fagel, dated London, Of. 

24, and was deliberated 

upon by the States of Holland and 

WV oft-Fricfland, together avith thofe 

of Zealand, who took copies of the 

jame, in order to lay before their 

“‘Conftituents, and to deliberate Jer- 

ther upon it. 

“ Sir, Some days ago Mr. James 
French James delivered to me a 
commifion from their High Migh- 
tinefles, in which they conftitute 
him their commiffary-gencral in the 
kingdom of Ireland, and requefted 
me to afk the King’s approbation, 
as without it he would not be ac- 
knowledged in that capacity. I 
eave the faid commiflion to the Lord 
Stormont, and detired him to obtain 
the approbation of the King his 
mafter to it, on the fame footing 
as Meff. Gordon and Tjatink enjoy. 
My Lord anfwered me that he would 
let me know the King’s pleaiure on 
the fubject, and afterwards faid that 
the advice of the Viceroy of Irec- 
land had been afked. Yefterday 
having occafion to fpeak to Lord 
Stormont, I again entered upon the 
above fubject, when he told me 
that ic had been found that hitherto 
there never had been a Commiflary 
General on the part of their High 
Mightinefles in Ireland, and that it 
Was anovelty into which the King 
his mafter could not at prefent enter, 
and confequentiy could not admit 
Mr. French in that qualitv. After 
this he returned me ihe com- 
miffion, 

“I did all in my power to have 
Mr. French ucknowledgcd in the 
Quality granted him by their High 
Mightinefles, but all my cfforts 


avbhich 
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proved fruitlefs. Ihave the honour 


to be, &c. 


23. Yefterday nine malefaétors 
were execyted at Tyburn, among 
whom were Abraham Danford and 
William Newton, for aflaultin 
James Watts, clerk to Mefirs, 
Smith, Wright, and Gray, bankers 
in Lombard-ftreet, in an empty 
houfe, in Water-lane, Blackfriars, 
and robbing him of his pocket-book, 
containing bills and notes to the 
amount of 4000l. 

30. Yeflerday morning about 
nine o’clock the two following ma- 
letactors were executed at Tyburn, 
viz. George Bifhop, for feloni- 
outly fecreting a letter which came 
ito his poficiion as a letter-car- 
ricr to the General-Poft Office, 
and ftealing thereout a_ bill of 
exchange, value 301. and Marga- 
ret M‘Lochlin, tor  felonioutly 
affaulting \V. Coppen, in a dwelling 
houfe, and robbing him of a filver 
watch. 


DECEMBER, 


re 


9. This day the feffions at the 
Old Bailey, which began on the 
ad, ended, when 10 conviéts 
ceived fentence of death, 
trick Madan, John Bailey, and 
William Cheatham, for privately 
ftealing gold chains and rings out of 
the fhop of Mr. Storey, in Sidney’s 
Alley, valuc 40l. Lawrence M‘Dere 
mot for fhop-lifting; Jofeph Cook 
(a boy) for robbing a woman in the 
ftreet;) John Price and Francis 
Mappe for privately flealing; Sa- 
mucl Blaken and William Colours 
tor houte-breaking ; and Mary Car- 
penter for tlealing plate. 

18. Laf Saturday about half paft 
four, a flight flock of an carthquake 
was felt at Newcatile. The air at 
the 
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the time was remarkable ftill. It fhared the fame fate. The Ven. 


n 
being market-day and a great buftle geance, with the = tna and Vefuvius al 
in the town, not many people teit boatihe, und the San Vincente fnow, ma! 
41s Operation. Thofe who were more were moored within the C€ Carenag Cs on 
retired, fay, the houfes, windows, and prepared with every caution thag unt 
chairs, tables, &c. were thrown could be taken to withitand the tem. of t 
junto a violent agitation for about peit, which had already driven (. it g 
two feconds, attended during the vevral of the tranfports on fhore, and ofh 
time with aremarkable noife. From by this time blew with irrefiftibt met 
various parts of the neighbourhood fury, attended with an_ inceffant 7 
of Newcaftle, allo from York, Rich- flood of rain, A little before twelre is 
mond, Leeds, Otley, Skipton, in o’clock, the Vengeance parted her tha 
Yorkthire, and trom Whitchaven in cables, and tailed upon the rocks, the 
Cumberland, we have the fame ac- It now became abfolutely requitite Fin 
counts. It oceafioned much con- to cut away her maitts, the lof§ of 
iternation, but we do not hear of which, with the help of a number An 
any damage done by it. of guns that were got forward, ealed 

, This day a proclamation was confiderably the force with which I 
‘ sTacd for proceeding to hottilities fhe itruck; and by the wind tortu- int 
: avainit the Dutch. nately fhifting two or thiece points the 
, Admiralty-Ofwe, Decs 26, 19780. farther to the eaftward, her ftern to | 
Lf Captain Hartwell, of his Majefty’s fwung off the rocks, and fhe was ma 
i flip Brune, who lett Antgua the beyond every expectation, faved; got 
rath of latt month, and landed at tor it now blew, it poflib le, with i 
' . Balumore in Ireland, the Sth — redoubled violence, and nothing was cel 
rad wirived this morning with letter to be feen or expected but ruin, de- to 
if trom Commodore Hotham andCom- folation, and deftruc tion, in every me 

ah niiloner Latorey to Mr. Stephens, part. The San Vincente fnow, tho 
ae o! Ww hich the followin i are ¢ hs Y with many of the trant{ports, vic- N. 
i | p eUL CANCE, Care Ile, wf. Lusi, tuallers, and traders, were diimatted, a fl 
Ht Oct. 23, 1750. . and niottly ali on fhore; in fhort, tha 
he On the roth in the morning, the no reprefentation can equal the an 

het Blanche, which was charged with feene of diitrefs that appe ared bee bo 
oF my lIctter to you ol that date, failed fore us. ; gal 
e with the Alemene tor Antigua. A The ftorm continued with incre- any 
fhort tune made a great change in dible vehemence during the whole Nig 

our htuation; tor onthe mght tol. day; but the weather about mide tha 

lowing (viz. the roth) there arofe a night became more moderate, and the 

hurricane at N. BE. which increated by the next morning the wind was uo 

by the morning to a degree of vio- totally abated. T he direction of it cel 

lence that is not to be deferibeds was trom N.N.E. to E.S.E. of Fel 

‘Phe Ajax, M mtagu, and Eymont, 29 hours duration. to 

which had been anchored betore the On the 13th the Montagu anchor- lai 

entrance ot the harbour, were, ed betore the harbour, without @ vei 

betore day-light, all torced to fea, mait or bs wwiprit ftanding, eight feet ma 

as Was the Amazon ivon ater; and water in her hold, and all her powe ter 

the Deal Cattle and Cumelon, which der damaged: Every aflittance was tic 

had been tlationed in Gros-Iilet Bay given to | ret her into the Carenagey C0 


fer the proiecuea of the hotpituls, where fhe is now fecured in fatety. 


The 
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The Ajax returned to this anchorage 
on the attt, with the lols of her 
main-yard, main-top-maft and mizen 
matt. “The Beaver’s prize, being 
on her paflage to Barbadots, was 
ynfortunately wrecked on the back 
of this land near Vieux Fort; and 
it gives me pain to add, that all her 
oficers and crew, except feventecn 
men, perifhed. 

The prefervation of the Amazon 
is fo fingular and extraordinary, 
that I herewith tranfinit a copy ot 
the account given of it by Captain 
Finch. I am, &c. 

W. HOTHAM. 
Anan, Englifh Harbour, Od. 17> 
1780. 

Lam at a lofs whether to exorefs 
in the ftrongeit terms my regret for 
the misfortunes that have happened 
to his Majeity’s flap under my com- 
mand, or my fatistaction, in having 
got her in tutety to this port. 

i flatter myiclf you faw the ne- 
ceflity we were under of putting 
to fea the morning after the com- 
mencement of the gale. ,We then 
food under our ttern itayfails W. by 
N. from the Carenage; it was but tor 
a fhort time the canvas held; aiter 
that the flup behaved pertectly well, 
and appeared to every perion on 
board of ttanding the 
gale that enfued, as was poilible for 
any fhip. About feven o’clock at 
night the gale increafed to a degree 
that can better be conccived trom 
the confequences, than any deferip- 
tion lean give. There was an evi- 
dent neceility of doing fomething to 
rcheve the flip; bue I was unwilling 
to cut away the lower matts till the 
lait extremity, and accordingly or- 
dcred the people up to cut aw ay he 
Main-top-mait. My orders were at- 
empted to be put in execution with 
tiie noit alacrity ; but betore it 


utm 
co 23 be ; 17} } ‘3 
Mid C aeeolnpiilledy, l tound it 


as capable 
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neceflary to call them down to cut 
away the main-matt, While I was 
waiting tor the men to come down, 
afudden gu‘t overfet the thip; mow 
ot the othicers, with myfelt and a 
number of the fhip’s company, gor 
upon the fide of the {hip; the wheel 
on the quarter-deck was then under 
water. In that fituation I could 
perecive the fhip fettle bodily fome 
fect, until the water was up to the 
atter-part of the fides of the car- 
ronades on the weather-fide. Norte 
withftanding the idhip was fo far 
gone, upon the maits, bowfprit, &c. 
going away the nghted fo tar as 
to bring the lee-gunwale even with 
the water’s edge. By the exertions 
of all the othcers and men, we toon 
got the lee quarter-deck guns and 
carronades overboard, and foon atter 
one of the torecattle guns and fhect 
anchor Which had fo 
rood an eftect, that we were enabled 
to get to the pulbps end Tee-runs 
on the main-deck. The throwing 
them overboard was in our fituation 
a work of great difliculty, and [ 
could perceive the fhip was going 
down by the itern. This arduous tafk 
Was accomplhilhed under the direction 
of Licutenant Pakenham, whole 
great experience and determined 
perieverance, marked hin out as 
pel haps the only individual to whona 
(amidit fuch great exertions) a pre- 
eminence could be given; and I do 
not think it potlible for greater 
exertions to be made. The water 
was above the cables on the orlop- 
deck, with a vatt quanticy between 
decks; and the itump of the main- 
matt falling out otf the ftep OCC1- 
fioned one of the chain-pumps to be 


cut away, 


rendered utelels, as was the other 
foon attcr. By the great activity of 
the two carpenter’s mates they were 
ait upon My repre- 
fenting this to Commiilioner Lato 


icy, 


rnateiyv cleared: 
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rey, he has appointed them both to 
act as carpenters (one in the Ama- 
zon, the other in the Antigua) ull 
your pleafure is known.  Befides 
the lois of our mafts, &c. the fhip 
has fuffered confiderable damages, 
the particulars of which I cannot 
fend until a furvey has been held 
upon the fhip. The books and pa- 

rs are totally deftroyed, fo that 
it is not in my power particularly to 
afcertain the lofs we have fuffered in 
men; I believe twenty drowned, 
befides a number wounded. For 
farther particulars I refer you to the 
gentlemen who will deliver this let- 
ter to“you. 

The carpenter was the only of- 
ficer loft upon this occafion. 

I have the honour to be, &c. &c. 

WM. CLEMENT FINCH. 
Jo Corimoaecre Hothar:. 
Max, Carenage, St. Lu lay Nov. S 
3780. 
SIR, 

It is with the dcepeit concern that 
to my account of the 23d of Oc- 
tober, I am now obliged to add a 
{till more melancholy one, otf the 
etlcdts of the late dreadful hurricane, 
the torce of which it appears, was 
not to be withftood, 

Upon the 25th the governor of 
Martinique fent me over, in a flag 
ot truce, thirty-one men of the 
crews of the Andromeda and Laurcl. 
‘Lhe tormer overict and foundered 
about fix leagues to windward of that 
land; and, by the account which 
the pilot of her gives, who was one 
ot the people faved, there 1s little 
expeétanon that the Endymion can 
have efeaped, as he fays, from her 
lituation when they laitfaw her, and 
the direction of the wind at that 
time, it Was impotlible for her to 
have cleared the ifland upon either 
tack: the Leurel was driven on 
fhore, and vory foon went to pieces. 


, 


The Marquis de Bouillé could no¢ 
confider men, who had only the 
force of the elements to cope with 
in the light of enemies, but. that 
having, in common with themfelves, 
partaken of the danger, they were 
in like manner entitled to every com- 
fort and relief that could be given 
in a time of fuch univerfal calamity 
and diftrefs. He laments only that 
their numbers were fo tew, and that 
among them no officer was faved, 
In his way of acting he has fhewn 
himfelf equally humane and gene. 
rous; and I fhould be wanting in 
thofe fentiments myfelf, if I omie- 
ted to point out totheir lordfhips his 
conduct upon this unhappy occation, 
A French convoy, of about fixty 
fail, under two frigates, intended 
for Martunique, have been totally 
difperfed, many of them loft, and 
fome taken. One of the frigates, 
named the Inconftant, got into Fort 
Royal difmafted, but the other | 
have not heard of. The Experi- 
ment was driven on fhore at Guada- 
loupe, the Juno was caft away at 
St. Vincent, anda brig, with 160 
men on board, troops and others, 
foundered at the fame place, and 
all perifhed. The hurricane, by 
every account, has been more fatal 
to the French iflands than to ours: 
it was telt at Tobago, but nor in 
fuch a degree us to do any milchief. 
By the Vigilant, which anchored 
here to-day, Iam informed by Com- 
miffioner Laforey, that the Venus 
is arrived at Enelifh Harbour with 
the lofs of her tore-maft and bows 
fprit; and the trade at St. Kitt’s put 
to fea on the approach of the gale, 
but the greateit part are fince re- 

turned. 
I am, &c. W. HOTHAM. 
Carca/s, at Antigua, Nov. 10, 1780. 
As Commodore Hotham’s letters 
will contain every material commu 
nication 
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nication to the time of their date, 
1 hate only left to add, that I am 
forry to inform you none of the 
thins mifling fince the late hurricane 
have arrived, or been heard of here, 


to this time. 


Iam, &c. JOHN LAFORY. 
Lift of ships miffing. 
Egmont, 74 guns, Capt. Houlton. 
Endymion, 44, Capt. Carteret. 
Deal Cattle, 24, Capt. Hawkins. 
Cameleon, 24, Capt. Johnftone. 
The Egmont was feen on the 1 rth 
of October in the morning, under 
her courfes. 
30. Yefterday the Bithop of Of- 
naburgh fet out for Margate, there 
to embark on board the Princefs 
Augufta yatch, for the continent. 


any 
~ 





Aas of Parliament pafed from Nov, 
22, 1779, % A hy 8, 178c. 

An act for continuing an act, made 
in the 17th year of ‘his m: jetty’ $ 
reign, tot empower his majetty to fe- 
cure and detain perfons charged 
with, or fufpected of, the crime of 
high treafon, committed in any of 
his m: ajeity’s colonies or plantations 
in America, or on the high feas, or 
the crime of piracy. 

An act to repeal certain a¢éts made 
in Great Britain, which reftrain the 
trade and commerce of Ireland with 
forcign parts. 

An act to allow the trade between 
Ireland and the Britifh Colonies and 
plantations in America and the Eaft 
Indies, and the Britith fettlements 
Africa, to be carried 
on in-hke manner as it is now carried 
on between Great Britain, and the 
faid colonies and fettlements. 

An act for the regulation of his 
majeity’s marine forces while on 


— ret ; 
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tor the better 
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majefty’s fhips of war, and on board 
merchant thips, and other fhips and 
veffels, 

An act to repeal fo much of an 
act, made in the roth year of the 
reign of Henry VII. or of any other 
acts, which prohibit the exporting 
of coin out of this realm into Ire- 
land; and fo much of certain aéts 
which prohibit the importation of 
foreign hops into Ireland, and which 
take off the drawback upon hops ex- 
ported from Great Britain to Ire- 
land; and to allow the importation 
into, and exportation from, Ireland 
of fuch goods as may be imported 
into, and exported from, ‘Great 
Britain by the merchants of England 
trading to the Levant feas. 

An act to continue feveral laws 
relating to the better fecuring the 
lawtul ‘trade of his m: yjefty’ $ hanyetts 
to and from the Eatt Indies, and for 
the more effectual preventing ail his 
majefty’s fubjects trading thither 
under foreign commiflions, &c. 

An act for laying additional du- 
ties upon wines and vinegar tunport- 
ed into this kingdom. 

An act tor laying additional 
ties on advertilements, and certain 
duties on receipts for legacies, &c. 

An act tor laying feveral addi- 
tional duties upon certain goods im- 
ported into the lile of Man; and 


for better regulating the trade, and 
fecuring the revenues, of the faid 
land. 

An act for laying additional du- 


ties upon ‘tarch and hair powder 
imported, and upon ftarely made in 
Great Britain, and upon tweets. 
An aét for laying addinonal du- 
tics upon ™ horfes and carriages. 
An act for continuing in the pof- 
fe ion of t! 1e Eait India company 
their territorial acquifitions and ree 
venues in the Eaft Indies, and allo 
contauing regulations 
(KF) tor 


for certain 
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for the better management of the 
affairs of that company. 

An aét for appointing and ena- 
bling commitlioners to examine, 
take, and ftate the public accounts 
of the kingdom. 

An at to identify fuch perfons 
as have acted in the fuppreflion of the 
riots and tumults in London, Weft- 
minfter, and Southwark, and tor the 
prefervation of the public peace. 

An aét to prevent any mifchief or 
inconvenience which may arife to 
the fheritls, gaolers, fuitors, prilo- 
ners, or others, by the prifoners in 
the feveral gaols in the countics of 
Middlefex and Surrey, and the city 
ot London, having been fet at he 
berty during the late tumults and 
mafurrections. 
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[ December, 


29. The lady of the Rey, Sir 
Harry Trelawney, Bart. of a fon 
and heir. 

Feb, 3. The Duchefs of Beau- 
fort, of a fon, at bis grace’s houfe in 
Grofvenor-fquare. 

6. The lady of the Right hon, 
Thomas Townfhend, jun. membey 
for Whitchurch, of a fon. 

i4- Lady Bagot, of a daughter, 

The lady of dir William Athurtt, 
of a fon, 

21. The lady of Lord Mahon, 
ot a daughter. 

The lady of Sir Thomas Fow ke, 
of a dauchter. 

Marc! 5. The Princefs of Afturias 
was brought to bed, at three o'clock 
in the morning, of a prince, who 
was foon after baptifed by the Car- 
dinal Patriarch. His names are 
Charles, Dominick, Eufebius, Ra- 
phacl, Jofeph, Anthony, John- 
Nepomucenes, Gabriel, Julian, 
Vincent Ferrer, Andrew Avelin, 
Louts, Ferdinand, Angel, Francis, 
Patcal, Joachan, Cayetan, Ignatius, 
Emanuel, Raimond, January, and 
Krancis-de-Paul. 

25. The Countefs of Winterton, 
of a danghter, at his lordfhip’s feat 
at Shillinglee-park, in Suflex, 

29. “Phe lady ot Lord de Ferrars, 
of a fon. 

The Right hon. Lady Manners, 
of a dauolite Ie 

April Se Vhe lady of the Earl 
of Warwick 
Warwick-ca 


” | 
ot a fon, at his teat at 


&. The ladv ot the Lord Vil 
count otormont, of alton. 

The Countels of Harrington, ot 
a fon and heir. 

1m. The Right hon. Lady Kine 
nai of a fon and he 


- . ’ ,% ) 
May. The lady ot Sir Guy Carlee 
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Gute 24. Lady Elizabeth Fane, 


Of he Countefs of Radnor, of 


‘ ‘The lady of Sir George Brydges 
Rodney, Bart. of a daughter, 

The lady of Sir Matthew White 
Ridley, of a fon. 

The lady of Sir John Blois, Bart. 
of a daughter. 

July 2 ~The Countefs of Shel- 
burne, of a fon. 

3. The lady of Lord Percy, of a 
daughter. 

The Duchefs of Athol, of a 
daughter. : 

9. The lady of the Buifhop of 
Lincoln, of a daughter. 

17. The lady of governor Penn, 
of a fon. 

22. The lady of the hon. Henry 
Stawell Bilfon Legge, of a daughter, 

23. The lady of Sir Francis 
Vincent, of a fon. 

Auguf. The Duchefs of Port- 
land, of a fon. 

The Countefs of Tankerville, of 
a daughter. 

The lady of Baron Fifcher, 
of a fon and heir. 

Sept. 17- Lady Portchefter, of a 
fon. 

22. Her Majefty, of a prince, at 
Windfor, 

Of. 14. Her imperial highnefs 
the Great-duchefs of Tufcany, of a 
princefs, at Florence, 

24. The Duchefs of Rutland, 
gf a fon. 

Nov.6. The Duchefs of Lein- 
fer, of a daughter. 

26. The lady of the Dean of 
Durham, of twins. 

» 28. Lady Bofton, of a fon. 

Dec. 4. Lady Galloway, of a 
daughter. 

$s. Duchefs of Buccleugh, of a 


daughter, 
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10. Lady Elizabeth Fofter, of a 


fon, 


21. The lady of Sir Tho, Eger. 


ton, of a fon. 
22. Lady Harriot Foley, of a fon, 





MARRIAGES, 1780, 


Fan. 10. James Sufannah Patton, 
Efq. major in the agth regiment of 
foot to Mifs Dockfey, only daughter 
of Thomas Dockfey, of Litchfield, 
Efq. and niece to the late David 
Garrick, Efy. 

12, Sparry Pefhall, Efq. brother 
of Sir ped Pethall, Bart. to Mifs 
Anna Maria Homer. 

Col. Gordon, of the soth regi-« 
ment, to Miis Bamfylde, daughter 
of the late Sir Richard Bamfylde, of 
Poftimore. 

24. John Cowper, of Catcombe, 
in Wilts, Efq. to Mifs Cope, fitter 
of Sir Charles Cope, Bart. 

Thomas Gage, Efq. only fon and 
heir of Sir Thomas Gage, Bart. of 
Coldham-hall, in Suffolk, to Mifs 
Charlotte Fitzherbert, daughter of 
the late Thomas Fitzherbert, Efq. 
of Swinnerton, in Staffordfhire. 

At Birmingham, Thomas Whit- 
more, Efq. of Apley, in Shropfhire, 
reprefentative in parliament for 
Bridgenorth, to Mifs Foley, of 
Stockton, in the fame county. 

At Powderham Caftle, the feat of 
Lord Vifcount Courtenay, the hon. 
Mifs Courtenay, his lordfhip’s 
daughter, to John Honeywood, Efq. 
grandion of Sir John uarseat, 
Bart. 

7. At Hendon, Middlefex, the 
Rev. Carrington Garrick, vicar of 
that place, to Mifs Eliza Bartif- 
cambe, of Half Moon-ftreet, Pics 
cadilly. 

At Dublin, the Right hon, Are 
(F 2) thur 
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thur Earl of Arran, to Mifs Under- 

wood, daughter of the late Richard 
inderwood, Efq. 

. 20 SF ebay Brander, Efq. of 

the Prierv, Chrift-Church, Hants, 

to Mrs. Lloyd, relict of the late John 

Lloyd, Efq. vice-admiral of the blue. 

At Rome, John Cox Hippitley, 
Efq. LL.D. of the Inner ‘Temple, 
to Mifs Margaret Stuart, daughter 
of Sir John Stuart, Bart. of Allen- 
bank, in the county of Berwick. 

26, At Bath, Richard Aubrey, 
Efq. youngett fon of Sir Thomas 
Aubrey, Bart. to Milfs Digby, 
daughter ot the late honourable 
Wriothefly Digby. 

At Ganton, Thomas Grimfton, 
Efq. ot Kilnwick, to Mifs F. Le- 
gard, daughter of the late Sir Digby 
Levard, Bart. 

Sir Richard Clayton, Bart. to Mifs 
White, daughter of Charles White, 
Efq. 

George Drummond, Efq. to Mifs 
Harley, eldeft daughterof the Right 
hon. Thomas Harley, Efq. 

March 13. At Liverpool, Gideon 
Johniton, fq. commander of his 
maiefty’s fhip the Adamant, to Miis 
Colquitt, elaeft daughter of Scroop 
Colquitt, fg. | 

At the Caiftle, Dobha, Almar 
}owry Corry, Efq. kuiezht of the 
fiyire tor the COUnTS oft Tyrone, to 
the Right hon. Lady Harriet Ho- 
bart, eldett daughter of the Earl of 
Bockinghamilure. 

18. Benjamin Keen, Efq fon of 
the bifhop of Ely, and member of 
parliament for the town of Cam- 
bridge, to Miis Ruck, daughter of 
the late G. Ruck, Efg. of Swin- 
comb, in Oxfordthire. 

3. At Bath, Peregrine Courte- 
nev, Efq.to Lady Augufta Glynn. 
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Phe Rev. Dr. Benet, recter of 


Oday re Now ec, Dortethhire, to Mis 
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liam Turton, of Sondyen, Oxford. 
fhire, Efq. 

20. At Bafingftoke, Henry Max. 
well, Efq. of Ewthot-houfe, iy 
Hhampfhire, to Mifs D. Brydges, 
daughter of Edward Brydges, Ef. 
of Wootton, in Kent. 

21. At Putenham, in Surrey, 
John Quicke, Efq. of Newton-houfe, 
near Exeter, to Mifs Amelia Cum. 
ming, youngelt fifter of Alexander 
Penrofe Cumming, Ef. of Altyre, 
North Britain. 

24. — Dunning, Efq. recorder 
of Brittol, to Mifs Baring, of Exe- 
ter. 

28. Thomas Bowen, Efq. of Ber- 
wick-ftreet, to Mifs Elizabeth Ben- 
fon, of Lower Grofvenor-ttreet. 

30. At St. George’s, Bloomfbury, 
Johnfon Newman, Eq. fecretary to 
the Ruflian embaffy, to Mrs. Pene- 
lope Playftove, a lady of New 
W indfor. 

April 9. Francis Fortefque Tur- 
vile, Efq. of Bofworth, Leicefter- 
fliive, to Mits Barbara Talbot, 
daughter of the late hon. Charles 
Talbot, of Hoercrots, and niece to 
the Earl of Shrewfbury. 

ig. Walter James Read, Efq. ouly 
furviving fon of Sir Thomas Read, of 
Langley, in the county of Berks, 
to the hon. Mifs Jane Pratt, young- 
eft daughter to the right honoura- 

le Lord Camden. 

17. Sir Thomas Mannock, of 
Gitiord hall, in Suffolk, Bart. to Mifs 
Anattafia Browne, a near relation of 
Lord Vifcount Montague. 

May 2. The Rev. Sandford Hare 
caftle, rector of Athol, in Perththire, 
to the dowager countefs of Mexbo- 
rough. 

3. The hon. Mr. Clifford, eldet 
fon of the right hon. Lord Clifford, 
to the hon. Mifs A. Langdale, daugh- 
ter of the late right hon, Lord Lang- 
dale. 

4. Richard 
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4. Richard Brooke, Efq. of Nor- 
ton, in Chefhire, to Mifs Mary 
Cunliffe, fecond daughter of the 
i Sir Robert Cunliffe, Bart. 

At Lifbon, the hon. Mr. Wal- 
ow his Britannic majefty’s ambat- 
jador at the court of Portugal, to 


Mits Diana Grofett, daug ghter of 


Walter Grofett, Ify. merchant in 
er 

The hon. Mifs Grenville, to 
m “hon. Mr. Neville, fon of the 


Earl of Abergavenny. 
17. Sir Francis Baflet, Bart. to 


Mils Cox. 

20. Major Vyfe, to Mifs Howard, 
daughter ot oir George Howard. 

23. Lord Parker, ton to the Earl 


of Macclesfield, to Miis Drake, of 


Ameriham. 
2+. The Marquis de la Pierre, to 
Miis Poclp, of He: tford-ttreet. 


Sune t Lhe Karl ot Balcarras, to 
Mis Dalrymple, daughter to Cha. 
Dairymple, Etg. h.an elier-iquare. 


2, The Kieht hen. the Earl of 


Tyreonn l, to Mails iluffes Delaval. 

b Mi‘s Catherine Grenvilte, 
youngett fifter of Earl ‘lVempie, to 
Mr. Neville, fon ot Richard Ald- 
worth Neviile, E-fg. ot Billingbeare, 
Berkthire. 

g. At Muarvbone church, Jerem. 
Milles, Kig. eldett fon of the rev. 
Dr. Milles, deun of Exeter, and pre- 
hdent or the tociety of Antiquaries, 
to Milfs Gardner, daughter and fole 
heiress of Kuw. Gardner, big. late 
of Pilaobury, © :erttordthire. 

ig. Sir ‘\m. rorbes, ot Graigie- 
var, Bart. to Mifs Sempill, eideit 
Gaughter of Lord Sempill, 

July 6. Robert Smith, Efq mem- 
ber tor Nottingham, to the eldet 
Caughter ot L. B. Barnard, Efq. of 
south Cave, Yorkthire. 

6 20. Peter Luivius, Kfq. chiet juf- 
tlee ‘_ Quebec, to Mits Bradftreet 
gt Duke-ftrecr, 


25. Rich. Tickell, Efg. to Mifs 
Linley, daughter of ‘Mr. Tho. Lin- 
ley, one of the patentees of the 


the: atre royal, Diury-lane. 

Aug. I. The hon. \\ mM. Ward, 
brother to Lord Vifcount Dudicy 
and Ward, to Mifs Bofville. 

7- In Dublip, Dennis Daly, Efg. 
of Dumandle, to Lady Harriet Max- 
well, only daughter of the late Earl 
of Farnham. 

17. Thomas Lord Grantham, to 
Lady Mary Grey, younger daughter 
to the Marchionefs Grey and Earl 
ot Hardwicke. 

29. Geo. Thornhill, iq. to Mis 
Hawkins, daughter of Sir Cerfar 
Hawkins, Bart. 

Sept. 18. The Rev. Nicholas Ba- 
con, A. M. rector of Barham, and 
viear of Coddenham, mn the county 
ot Sutiolk, a lineal deicendant of Siz 
Nicholas Bacon, lord-keeper of the 
great feal inthe reign of Queen Eli- 
zat tn, to Mits Anna Niaria Brown, 
ot Ipiwich, 

Oct. Her ferene highnefs the 
Princefs Auguis Carolina Frederiia 
Loui: ay eldett « aughter of his ferene 
highnets the reigning Duke of Brunt- 
wick, to his ferene ‘highnets Prince 
Frederick Wilham Charles of Wir- 
tembe:g. 

Nov. >. Capt. Garrick, nephew to 
th ¢ lute David Garrick, Liq. to Mils 
Leigh, daughtertoSirkgerton Leivh, 

2c. His er ccelleney Baron Kotzie- 
ben, the Hetlan muinitter, to Milfs 
W rottciley, iter af her grace the 
duchels ot Gratton. 

. Lord Duncinnon, fon of the 
ith hon. the earl of Be hor uch, to 
the fecond dai ivhter ot Kari Speacer, 

Dec. Uk. Lord George Murray, 
fecond fon to the late duke ot Athol, 
to Mus Ana Charlotte erent, daug he 
ter of heutenant-general Grant. 

122 The meht hon, Lord Se, 
Jobn, of Biettoc, to Mits Emma 
ph 3) W hitebread, 
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Whitbread, fecond daughter of Sa- 
muel Whitbread, Efq. member tor 
Bedford. 

13. Sir George Barlow Warren, 
Bart. to Mifs Caroline Clavering, 
youngeft daughter of the late Sir J. 
Clavering. 


PROMOTIONS in te Year 1780. 


Jan. 29. The Right Rev. Dr. 
George Chinnery, Bithop of Killa- 
loe and Kilfenora, alias Tenabore, 
to the Bifhoprick of Cloyne, with 
the Rectory of Union of Aghoda in 
the faid Diocefe, vacant by the 
trantlation of Dr. Charles Agar to 
the Archbithop of Cafhel. 

Dr. Thomas Barnard, Dean of 
Derry, to the Bithoprick of Killaloe 
and Kilfenora, alias Tenabore, void 
by the tranflation of Dr. George 
( hinnery tothe Bifhoprick of Cloyne. 

William Cecil Perry, Clerk, M. 
A. Dean of St. Flanan Killaloe, to 
the Deanery of Derry, void by. the 
promotion ot Dr. Thomas Barnard, 
to the Bithoprick of Killaloe. 

Samucl Kaftall, Clerk, to the 
Deanery of St. Flanan Wallaloe, void 
by the relignation of William Cecil 
Jerry, M.A. 
hed. 1. Lord Vifcount Beaucham 
tobe cotterer of his Muajeity’s Houte- 
hold, im the room ot the right hon. 
Lians Stanley, deceated. 

sir Richard Wortiey, Bart. tothe 
{feveral othees of Governor and Cap- 
tam of the [tle of Wight, and Go- 
vernor ot Cariubrooke-Cattle in the 
fai itle. 

12. Frederick Earl of Carlile, 
Lord Licutenant ot the Eaft Riding 
ot the county of York. 


Sur Kachard Wortley, Bart. comn- 
trolicr ot his Majeiiv’s Houfehold, 
{worn ot his NM jelty’s mott hon. 


privy coun il, 
iy. James Cunninghame, Efq, 





tra ts [Ofober, 
Major-general of his Majefty’s forces, 
to the office of Captain-general and 
Governor in chief of his Majetty’s 
itland of Barbadoes in America. 

‘The Karl of Aylefbury to be Lord 
Licutenant of the county of Wilts, 

The dignity of a Baronefs of the 
kingdom of Great Britain, to Lady 
Vrifcilla Barbara Elizabeth Bu rrel, by 
the name, flyle, and title of Barone(s 
Willoughby de Erefby, in the coun- 
ty of Lincoln. 

The right hon. John Scott, tothe 
ofhce or place of Clerk of the Com- 
mon Pleas in the court of [Exchequer 
in the kingdom of Ireland, 

26. Robert Macqueen, of Brax- 
field, Efq. to be a lord of Jufticiary 
in Scotland, in the room ot Alexan- 
cer Bofwell, of Auchinleck, Efq, 
rebened. 

29. Ralph Bigland, Efq. late 
Clarencicux, king of arms to the 
ofiice ot Garter king of arms, vacant 
by the death of ‘Thomas Brown, 
Aq. 

Marsh 21. Dr. James Hawkins, 
bifhop of Dromore, to the bifhoprick 
of Raphoe, vacant by the death of 
the right rev. Dr. John Ofwald, late 
bithop thereof, 

William Beresford, M. A. to the 
bihoprick of Dromore, vacant by 
the tranflation of Dr. James Haw- 
kins, late bifhop thereof, to the 
bifhoprick of Raphoe. 

Peter Dore, Etg. Richmond herald, 
to the ofthce of Norroy, king of arms, 
and principal herald of the north 
parts of England, 

25. George | ubb, do¢tor in divi- 
nity, to the office of Hebrew pro- 
teflor in the univertity of Oxtord, 
with the prebendarythip of Chritt- 
church thereunto annexed. 

Dy. George Mafon tothe bulhoprick 
of Sodor and Man. 

John Vaughan, Efq. of Gi Iden 
Grove, m the county ol Cacrmar- 
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then, Eq, lieutenant and cuftos ro- 


eulorum of and in the county of 


Caermarthen, on the refignation of 
Thomas Johnes, Efq. 

April 8. ‘The Hon. John Trevor, 
minifter plenipotentiary to the Elec- 
tor Palatine, and minifter to the 
diet of Ratifbon. " 

Ralph Bigland the younger, Efq. 
Rouge Dragon purfuivant of arms, 
to the office of Richmond Herald, 
vacant by the promotion of Peter 
Dore, Efq. 

is. Rev. Rownel Noel, D. D. to 
the deanery of Salifbury: Rev. Dr. 
Farmer, matter of Emanuel college, 
Cambridge, to the prebendary of Al- 
drewas, with the chancellorflup an- 
nexed, founded in the cathedral 
church of Litchfield; and the Rev. 
Dr. Cooke, Provott of King’s col- 
lege, to a preb ncary of kly, all 
Vac int by the death of the late Rev. 
Dr. Thomas Greene. 

Captain Wrehard Pearfon, to the 
honour ot hiuivh hood, tor his gal- 
lant be! in the engagement 


s to be Lord Licute- 
nant of the County of Southampton, 
vice the Duke of Chandos. 

May 6. Wark of Dalhoufie, high 
commiuhoner ot Scotland. 


2 "y ) “v¢ ie °o 
Benjamin Pingo, gent. Rouge 
drasou purtuivant 


lerick Flood, and Robert 
Ages. created baroncts of 


(). ry 
Walle:, 
lieland. 

13. George Lord Rivers, Lord 
Licutenant of the county of South- 
ampton. 

fune 9 


Right hon. Alexander 


Wedderburne, hig. appowted chief 


juttice of the common pleas, and 
worn of the privy council. 

1% Right hon. lord chief jufticc 
Wedderburne, created Lord Lough- 
bo ough, . 

0. John Campbell, 
nui of Milford Haven, 


fq. gover- 
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Aug. General Clarke to be Lieu. 
tenant-governor of Quebec. 

Sept. 4. James Mansfield, Efq. 
appointed folicitor- general. 

§: Sir William Gordon, K, B. 
and Lovel Stanhope, Efq. appointed 
clerks comptrollers of a Bad of 
green-cloth. 

6. Lord North, Lord Weftcote, 
Lord vifcount Palmerfton, Sir Rich. 
Sutton, bart. and John Buller, fen. 
Efq. appointed his Majefty’s com- 
mifhoners for executing the office of 
treafurer of his majetty’s exchequer. 

The Earl of Sandwich, the Earl 
of Lifburne, Henry Penton, Efq. 
Lord Mulgrave, Bamber Gafcoyne, 
Efy. the hon. Charles Fulke Greville, 
and George Darby, Efq. his majefty’s 
commitlioners for executing the othe 
of lord high admiral. 

The Earl of Carlitle, Lord Robert 
Spencer, William Eden, Thomas 
De Grey, Andrew Stuart, Edward 
Gibbon, Hans Sloane, and Benja- 
min Langlois, Efqrs. his majetty’s 
commuitlioners for trade and planta- 
tions. 

Charles Woltran Cornwall, Ffq. 
the ofhees of warden and chief jul- 
tice in-eyre of all his Majetty’s 
forefts, parks, chaces, and warrens, 
beyond Trent, 

Lord Vilcount Cranburn, trea- 
furer of his majeily’s houfehold. 

Chriftopher D’Oyley, Efy. comp- 
troiler of the accounts of his majef- 
tv’s army, in the room of Thomas 
Bowlby, hfq. 

Thomas Bowlby, Efq. commiffary 
general of the mutters, and chief 
mufter-mafl I of all his Mujetty’s 
forces, in the room ot Chriltopher 
D’Oyley, Efq, 

Henry Strachey, Nig. the ofhice of 
keepel ot his vv) ty : 
yance, and aimmuninon of war. 

Richard Com’, Eiq. treafurer 
and paymafter of his majefty’s othce 
of ordnance, 
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8. Archibald Macdonald, Ef. 
one of his majefty’s council, to be 
his majefty’s juttice of the countics 
of C ‘aermarthen, Pembroke, and 
Cardigan, the town and county ot 
Hi veri rdweft, and the co maty of 
ut re bi rough of Caermarthen, within 

hg = Ip lity of Wales. 

The righ hon. Lord Onflow, 
and yb ord Botton, lords of his majel- 
ty’s bed chamber. 

"36. William Adam, Ffq. trea- 
furer and pay-mafter of his majefty’s 
ordnance. 


27. The right hon. James Earl of 
Salifbury, treafurer of his majeity’s 
houthold, fworr n of | his majettv’s moft 


honourable privy -council. 
Karl Talbot, and hi 
to the dignity ot baron of Great 
Britain, by the name, ftvle, and 
title of Baron Dinevor, of Dinevor, 
inthe county of Cacrmarthen, with 
remautndertohiscauchter ] dy Cecil 
Rice, widow, and her heirs male. 
The Lord Vifcount Gace, of the 
kinedom of Ire'and, and his heirs 
male, to the dignity of baron of 
Great Britain, by the name, ftyle, 
and tithe of Baron G Lz, of Firle, 


Phe diemity of a baron of Great 
B tan to tl foll ing ithen 
{thy } | 1} » Vis the I] 7 
Parnc Brod ll, bv ' 
{ of Baron | I, 


ton th nehr | Vil 1) 
QGsrev, WA t, by the ne, tivic, 
lt t Baron Wal ham, of 
Wal han, in Norfolk; Sir Wl 
ham | W by the ie, ftyle, 
nd ticle ot Ba Barot, of Bagot’s 
Bro vy. ins ordflire; the bh 
( t y, by the: me, Vic, 
ft | Sou haippton, of 
Hut Wry te } H nts ; H 





Hood, Eiq 


to be rear-admtrals of thi 























































TP A LL. (July, 
andtitle of Baron P ortchefter of Hig h. 
clere, in the county of Southampton 

Matthew Buckle, Efq. Rober 
Mann, Efy. vice admirals of the 
red, to be FU a of the blue 

tau gh Pigot, Efq. right on, 

of lyneux Lord Shuk lham, John 

Varsbe in, Efq. vice-admirals ot the 
white; pre Duff, Eiq. vice ad. 
miralof the bluc, to be vice-admirals 
ot the red. 

John Reynolds, Efy. Sir Hugh 
Pallifer, Bart. hon. a Byron, 
Matthew Barton, Efq. Sir Peter 
Parker, Knt. hon. Samuel Barring- 
ton, Mariot Arbuthnot, Efq. Ro! rt 
Rodda: m, Eq. George Darby, ws 
John ¢ Camp! bell, It fq. 
of the blue, to be fice admirals of 
the white. 

James Gambier, Efq 
Lioyd, E-fq. Francis William Drake, 
fg. Sir Edward Hughes, Knight of 
ae Bath, Hyde Parker, Efq. rear- 
admirals of the red to be vice-adini- 
rals of the on" : 

John Evar .f (q. Mark Milbanke, 
Efq. rear admirals of the siiiie tu 
be vice-admirals of the blue. 

Nicholas Vincent, Efq. John Storr, 
Efq. Sir Edward Vernon, Kot. rear- 
admirals of the white, to be reare 
admirals of the red. 

Jofhua Rowley, Ef. Richard Ed- 
wards, fq. Thomas Graves, 
Kobert Digby, Efgq. Sir John Lock. 

irt Rofs, Bart. rear-admirals ot th 
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] } : ] { ! ; 
blu *» tO be rear-aamirais OO, im ° 
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vice adm ira 


Willi im 


following cepts 
yoInted Mag othec®’s 
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: Paayede 
fleet, viz, Charles Webt 


hfq. William Langdon, Efy., Ben 


min Marlow, Efgq. Alexances 
Ales mae l Inn , li 
Sir Chaloner Ov Knt. Si: 
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Francis Samu el Drake, Efq. Richard 
Kempenfelt, tq. to be rear-adimi- 
rals of the blue. 

Sir Andrew Snape Hammond, 
lieutenant-governor of Nova-Scotia. 

Of. Rev. Dr. Dennis, prefident 
of St. John’s college to fucceed Dr. 
Horne, as vice chancellor of Oxtord. 

Nov. 4. His royal highnefs Prince 
Frederick, bifhop ot Ofnaburgh, co- 
lonelin the army, by brevet, bearing 
date the 21 {ft of Nov. 1780. 

Licutenant-general Wm. Auguttus 
Pitt, colonel of the 1oth regiment 
of dragoons. 

Hon. Major-general Vaughan, 
governor of Berwick, 
ye Right hon. Charles Wolfran 


Cornwall, {peaker of the houle of 


commons, {worn of the privy council, 
Dec. 7. The Duke of Montague 
jo be matter of the horic to the king. 





eu a _ 


DEATHS, 1780. 





fan. 6. At Fulford, near York, 
Lady Tancred, relict of the late Sir 
Thomas Tanered, Bart. of Newby, 
in Yorkhire. 

13. At the feat of Lord Spencer 
at Althorp, in Northaimptonthire, 
the Richt Elon. Hans Stanley, mem- 
ber foi the town and county of 
oouthan pton, Cofferer of his Ma- 
jelly ’s Houfehold, Governor of the 
lile ot White, and Trultee of the 
Britih Mufeum. 

16. At Taplow, Bucks, Sir John 
Henry More, Bart. By his death 
the tle is extinct. 

20. At his feat near Uxbridge, 
it Henry Wilkinfon, Knt. tormer- 
ya Member of Parliament for the 
county of Cumberland 


ee bikde 


wa 


At hi houle at bevenoaks, in 
Kent, Henry Fermer, Efg. a Ma- 
Jol of th dgth Reciment of Foot. 


Was ix tect four inches high 


Lady Cuft, mother of the late 
Sir John Cutt, Speaker of the Houle 
of Commons. 

Sir Archibald M‘Donald, Kot. 

Lady Diana Middleton. 

Lady Head, dowager of the late 
Rev. Sir John Head, Archdeacon 
of Canterbury. 

28. Lady Jane Boyle, fitter to 
late Richard, Earl of Burling- 


Feb. 1. In York, the Hon. Lady 
Foulis, relict of the late Sir Wiliam 
Foulis, of Ingleby Manor, Bart. 

Her Royal Highnefs Louifa A- 
melia of Brunfwick, Vrincefs Dow- 
ager of Prutha, and mother to the 
Hereditary Prince of Pruflia, and 
to the {poule ot the Prince Stadt. 
holder. 

2. At his feat at Lowlayton, in 
Kilex, ‘Thomas Bladden, tq. father 
to the Countels of Eilex. He for- 
merly reprcfented the boroughs of 
Old Sarum, Steyning, and other 
places, during feveral icilions of par- 
liament. 

4. The Right Rev. Dr. Richard 
Richmond, Bithop of Sodarand Man, 

cs. Neur Sevenoaks, in the 82d 
year of her age, Lady Lambard, 
widow of the late Sir Mulron Lam- 
bard. 

10. At his feat at Tarton Park, 
11 Cheihire, Samuel Everton, ki |. 
one of the reprefentatives in 
this and the three preceding parlia- 
laments, for that county. He was 
the fecond and only turvivine fon 
of John Fyerton, iq. grandion of 
John Earkot Bridgewater, by Lady 
Klizabeth Cavendith, daughtcr ot 
John Duke ot Neweaitle. 

At Bothwell Caftle, in Scotland, 
Lady Lucas Douglas, wite of the 
Hon. Mr. Douglas, and daughter 
of their Graces the Duke and 
Duchefs of Montrote. 

12. At his feat near Chelmsford, 
in 























































































oe RO ea Say Mee 


(9°) PRINCIPAL 


jn Effex, Sir Thomas Worral, Knt. 
aged 73. 

At Burntwood Lodge, Captain 
Francis Marfden, of Col. Harvey’s 
regiment of militia. He was one 
of thofe who efcaped with their 
lives ( (though dangeroufly wounded) 
in the action of Bunker’s Hill, in 
America, being then a Captain in 
the ” regiment ot foot. 

14. Sir William Blackftone, Knit. 
one of the Judges of the Court of 
Common Pleas. 

Mrs. W illes, Lady of John Willes, 
Efq. eldett fon of the late Lord 
Chiet Juttice Willes, at his feat at 
Aftrop, in Northamptonfhire. 

16. In Wimpole-ftreet, Caven- 
difh-fyuare, Captain Stewart, of the 
roy al navy, fon of the late Admiral 


22. In James-ftreet, Bedford-row 


~ 


Thomas Browne, Efq. Garter Pris 
cipal King at Arms. 

22. Francois Marie d’Efte, Duke 
of Modena and Mirandole, Generai 
Field-marfhal of the armise of the 
Emprefs Queen, &c. aged 81 years 
and eicht months. He is fucceed- 
ed by ry eldeft fon Prince Hercule 
Renaud id’k {te, who has taken pol- 
feffion of all his deminion 3, Except 
the p: incipality ot Varcte, which, 
accorce ins ¥to an agreement with the 
court of Vienn a, 1s to be incorpo- 
rated into the dukedom ot Niilan. 

At his feat near Hatfield, in Hert- 
for dihire, Sir Anthony Cowper, Knt, 
age d 32. 

he Right Hon. Lady Catherine 
Peth (My Wi idow of the late Right Hon. 
Heary | ‘elham, only brother to the 


lace Duk sNews attle. Her lad ly (hip 
was dat er of John, fecond duke 
of Rut Rey by Catherine, Bibs by 
daughter of Wilham Lord Ruffell, 
and confequet ntly was filter tothe late 
Duke of Ru t land, and firft coulin to 


the k ite Dukes of Bedford and Bridi 





[March, 


water, and to the father of the Jar. 
Duke of Devonfhire. She was born 
in Oct. 1700. 

In Golden- fquare, General Def. 
aguliers, of the train of artillery, 

March s- Dr. Ifaac Schomberg, 
an eminent and learned phyfician, 

At Raphoe, in Ireland, the Right 
Rev. Dr. John Ofwald, Bithop of 
Raphoe. 

g. At his houfe in Golden- -fquare, 
the Right Hon. Lord Fortefeye 
Aland. 

13. Near Uxbridge, Sir William 
Barlow, Knit. in the 84th year of his 
age. 

16. In the goth year of her age, 
at ~~ Moyne, in Gloucefter. 
fhire, Lady Jenkinfon, mother of 
Banks Je nkinton, Ffq. 

18. At the houfe of Auchans, 
the Countefs Dowager of Eclin- 
toun, in the rift year. of her age. 

20. Inthe 69th year of his age, 
the Rev. Dr. Richard Brown, Ca- 
non of Chriut Church College, Ox- 
ford, king’s Proteflor of Hebrew, 
and Lord Aimoner’s Profeffor of 
Arabic in that Univerfity. 

At his feat near Cheimseford, in 
Effex, Sir Jofeph Tomlinfon, Kni, 
aged 64 

22. In Mortimer-ftreet, Caven- 
difh-fquare, in the 71it year of her 
age, Lady Sanderfon, relict of Sir 
William Sanderfon, Bart. and fitter 
to the late Sir Henry Gough, Bart. 

23. In Gerrard- {treet, the Rev, 
Dr. Green, Dean of dalifbury. 

24. The Right Hon. Lady Anne 
Sophia Egerton, wife of the Bithop 
of Durham. Her Ladythip was the 
daughter of Heury, late Duke of 
Kent, by the Lady Sophia Ben- 


ghter of the Earl of Port- 


tinck, dau 
land. 

At Bandon, in Ireland, Sir James 
Coc kburn, Bait. Lieutenant colonel 


of the 48th regunent of foot. 
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ag. At York, Thomas Hume, 
Efq. aged 115+ 

a. Francis Blake, Bart. 

ae | Farmeott, near 
Bridgenorth, in Shropthire, the 
Rey. Sir Stephen Glynn, Bart. of 
Hawarden, in Flintfhire. 

g. At Edinburgh, Lady [fabella 
Douglas, eldeft daughter of William, 
firit Earl of March. 

17. Hon. Henry St. John, fon 
of the late, and uncle to the pre- 
fent Lord St. John, of Bletioe, 
Captain of the Intrepid man of war, 
on board of which he was killed, 
with his firft and fecond Lieutenants, 
by the fame canon ball, in fight 
of the French fleet off Guadaloupe. 

21. Lady Anne Hope, daughter 
of the Earl of Hopetoun. 

26. The Right Hon. Lord Charles 
Gordon, uncle to his Grace the 
Duke ot Gordon. 

May 4. Lady Sophia Neville, 
daughter of the late, and fifter to 
the prefent Earl of Gainfborough. 

¢. Sir Charles Leighton, Bart. 

6. Sir Godfrey Webfter, Bart. of 
Battle-Abbey, in Suffex. 

14. George Earl of Granard, one 
of his Majefty’s privy-council in Ire- 
land, and a baronet of Nova Scotia. 

Lady Gooch, relict of the Right 
Rev. Sir Thomas Gooch, Bart. late 
Lord Bifhop ot bly. 

1g. Of the joint attack of a mor- 
tification in his bowels and the gout 
in his ftomach, Sir Charles Hardy, 
admiral of the white, commander in 
chief of the channel fquadron. 

20. TheHon. Thomas Townfhend, 
one of the oldeft Tellers in the Ex. 
chequer, and father of Thomas 
Townthend, Efy. Member for Whit- 
church in Hants. 

The Hon. Richard Savage Naf- 
fau, Srothe r to the Karl ot Roch- 
ford. He was one of the clerks 
ei the board of green-cloth, and 


Member for Malden in Effex, 

Sir Anthony Buchanan, © Bart, 
aged 96, 

25. Sir Henry Englefield, Bart, 

30. Sir Thomas Cave, Bart. 

June 3. Thomas Hutchinfon, 
Efg. formerly governor of Maffa- 
chufett’s Bay. 

7. Sir John Turner, Bart. 

13. The Hon. Francis Charles 
Montagu, fecond fon to John Vifc. 
Hinchingbroke, by his prefent lady, 

18. Rachael Morgan, relict of Sir 
William Morgan, of Tredagar, K. 
B. and daughter of William, {e- 
cond Duke of Devonfhire, by Ra- 
chael, daughter of William Lord 
Ruffel. 

Near Hempftead, Herts, Sir J 
Montagu, Knt.aged gr. 

22. Lady jane Strickland, aged gq. 

25. In upper Seymour-itreet, Sir 
T. Gerrard, Bart. 

io 1. General Belford. 

ord Vitcount Southwell. 

4. S. Muferave, M. D. F.R.S. 
late phyfician at Exeter. The doc- 
tor was a very learned Grecian; 
and the Univerlity of Oxtord pur- 
chafed his notes and collections on 
Euripides for 2001. which were in- 
corporated into the {plendid edition 
of that poet, in four vols. sto. 1778, 
under the direction of Mr. Holmes, 
of New Coilege, He publithed ar 
Leyden, ‘* Exercitationes in Euri- 
pidem, Libri IT. 1762.” 8vo. 

sir J. Hobby Mill, of Bifham 
Abbey, Berks. 

The Hon. Mrs. Clarges, fifter to 
Lord Barrington, and mother of Sir 
T. Clarges, Bart. 

28. At his feat at Antermonie, 
John Bell, Efg. who in ryig, 1716, ° 
1717, 1718, accompanied, as phy- 
fician and furgcon, Peter the Great’s 
embafly to Pertia, and in 1719, 
1720, 1721, to that of China, of 
which he pub 
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count in two vols. 4to. Glafgow, 


1762; fince reprinted in two vols. 
point 
» The Lady of the Right Hon. 
Pa "earl of Hillfborough, at his 
lordfhip’s houfe in Hanover- fquare. 
His Royal Highnefs Charles Al- 
exander, Duke of Lorrain and Bar, 
&c. grand-mafter of the Teutonic 
Order, &c. governor and captain- 
general of the Auftrian Netherlands, 
at his featat Tervueren, nearBruflels. 
Ang. 6. Mr. John Collet, at 


Chelica, wel! known tor his ingeni- 


ous compofitions in the comic line of 


palnting. 


13. Dr. Moyfey, an er ninent 
phytician, and father of Abel Moy- 
icy, Efq. one ot the members tor 
the ciry of bath. 

The Right Hon. John Drum- 
mond, commonly called Lord Drum- 
eft fon to the Earl of Perth. 
21. At Surry, the 
Counts Hiei la- 
aly thip was third daughter of John, 
Earl Granville, to the 


} } 
mond, cid 
Kichmon 1, 
im Cow 1) 


cowarc! per. 


firit marred 


Hon. John Spencer, aiterwards mar- 

ricd to the late Karl Cowper, 
George Venables, Lord Vernon, 
24. Lady Betty Warburton, reict 


-—" 
of the late Sir Peter Warburton, and 
‘hter of the late Earl of Derb: 
The Right Elon. Lord Vv; il- 
count Athbrook, of the kingdom ot 
Ircl ind. 

290. Sir Theodofi 
ley Boughton, Bart 

a3. At Chaich fer, ay ed 6° 
lady ot the 


dau 


20. 


s Edward Allef- 


the 
> 
Bithop of C bic he iter, 


Y Ar. * : } lin <«, 

Oey 4. whl John Field { ; K it. 
one of his majetty’s juth ot the 
peace fol the counties of Miadiclex, 


x, tlerts, Kent, and Surrey, and 
Cire city and liberty of Wi bh k bhiter, 
igo. The Richt Hon. the Kari ot 


bik? Pual lle 


Vilcount C1 


Galith 
webb iV . 

At Cloyne, the Riwint y v. Dr. 
Geo \ ery, Bithe p | ke 


— Lad Cai \ 
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a ie AN Keak 
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Wallop, fecond daughter of the right 
pe the Earl of Portfmouth, 

The hon. Lady Mary Ramf. 
sens reliét of Sir J. Ramfden, Bart. 

30. The moft hon. the Marchio. 
nefs of —- an. 

O4,-12. Anthony Chamier, Ef, 
under- Fictseary of tt: ite forthe Soult 
ern department, member of parlia- 
ment tor Tamworth, and fellow of 
the Royal Society. 

At Lyons in France, the hon. 
John Roper, fecond fon of the right 
hon. Lord Teynham. 

Sir Thomas Dyer, Bart. 

24. Sir John Mordaunt, Knet. of 
the Bath, the fecond general on the 
litt ot his Majefty’s forces, and colo- 
nel of the 14th regiment ot dragoons, 

At Bath, w here he had retired 
many years, George Clive, Eq, 
brother ot the late Judge Clive 
gentleman ot extentive learning, 
aud one of the firtt claffical {cholars 
ot the age. He received the firf 
principles of education under that 


> a 


great matter of all literature Dr, 
Andrew unape, the head-maiter of 
Eton in his time; on mention of 


whole name he ever paid the grate- 
tul tribute of a figh. He was inthe 
itricteft intimacy with Mr. 

of the writers in the Spectat 
lett him a fortune, which ena 
him to enjoy the remainder of his 
days in comfort. He was likewite 
vilited, efteemed, and reipected by 
the literati. 

Nov. 2. Sir George Wombwell, 
Bart. member of parliament fo ir Hen 
tingdon, and a director of the Eait- 
India Co mpany. 
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11. The hon. Henry Arlington 
Finch, youngett brother of the Earl 
ot Ay] lesford. 

12. The right hon. the Countefs 


of Donne gal. 

At Le yden, ared 76 Dr. Jerome 
Dav id Gaubius, profeffor ot —" 
cine aid furgery of the ug verily 
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of Leyden, firft phyfician to the 


‘ } > - 
Prince Stadtholder, and member of 
moft of the academies and focicties 


of the learned, 


At Vienna, the Emprefs Queen 
of Hungary, mother to the prefent 
Emperor of Germany, and to the 
of France. 
Oe +. George Lewis Scott, Efq. 
commifhoner of excife and of the 
board of longitude, F. R.S. and for- 
merly fub-preceptor to his Majetty. 
ro. The Rev. Dr. Cutts Barton, 
Dean of Briftol, and rector of St. 
Andrew’s, Holborn, 


OCCURRENCES, 


(93), 
The right hon. the Countefs Dow- 


ager of Shelburne. 

14. Rev. John Aikin, D. D. tu. 
tor in divinity to the academy at 
Warrington, father to the celebrated 
Mifs Aikin, now Mrs. Barbauld. 

22. The right hon. Lord Vifcount 
Downe. 

James Harris, Efq. F.R.S. truf- 
tee of the Britifh Mufeum, member 
for Chrift-church, at the Clofe, in 
Salifbury, author of feveral learn- 
ed works. 

26. Dr. John Fothergill, one of the 
moft eminent phyficians of his time, 


PUBLIC 


























































f 4] 


PUBLIC 








PAPERS, 





Fis Majefty's Speech to both Houfes of Parliament on the 25th of November 
1779 


My Lords and Gentlemen, 
MEET you in Parliamént at a 
time when we are called upon by 

every principle of duty, cal ony 
conlideration of interett, to exert 
our united efforts in the fupport and 
defence of our country, attacked by 
an unjuft and unprovoked war, and 
contending with one of the moft 
dangerous confederacies that ever 
was formed againft the Crown and 
people of Great Britain. 

The detigns and attempts of our 
enemies to invade this kingdom, 
have by the blefling of Providence, 
been hitherto fruftrated and difap- 
pointed. They ftill menace us with 
great armaments and preparations ; 
but we are, I truft, on our part, well 
prepared to meet every attack, and 
repel every intult. I know the cha- 
racter of my brave people: the me- 
naces of their enemics, and the 
approach of danger, have no other 
eflect on their minds, but to animate 
their courage, and to call forth that 
national {fpint, which has fo often 


checked and deteated the project ot 


ambition and injuitice, and enable 
the briuth fleets and armies to pro- 
tect their own country, to vindicate 
their own rights, and at the fame 
time to uphold and preferve the li- 
bertics of Europe, trom the reftlefs 


and encroaching power of the houfe 
of Bourbon. 

In the midft of my care and folici- 
tude for the welfare and fafety of this 
country, I have not been inattentive 
to the ftate of my loyal and faithfu 
kingdom. of Ireland. I have, in 
confequence of your addreffes, pre- 
fented to me in the lait fetlion, or- 
dered fuch papers to be coliected and 
laid before you, as may affiit yout 
deliberations on this important bufi- 
nefs; and I recommend it to you to 
confider what turther benefits and ad- 
vantages may be extended to that 
kingdom, by fuch regulations, and 
fuch methods, as may mott effectual- 
ly promote the common {ftrength, 
wealth, and interetts of all my do- 
minions. 

Gentlemen of the Houfe of Com- 
Mons, 

The proper eftimates fhall, in 
due time be laid before you. I fee, 
with extreme concern, that the ne- 
ceflary eftablifhments of my naval 
and military forces, and the various 
fervices and operations of the enfu- 
ing year, muftinevitably be attended 
with great and heavy expences; but 
I rely on your wifdom and public 
{pirit for fuch fupplies, as the cir- 
cumitances and exigencies of our 
affairs fhall be found to require. 
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My Lords and Gentlemen, 


Ihave great fatisfaction in renews 
ing the aflurances of my entire ap- 
robation of the good conduct and 
F cipline of the militia, and of their 
fready perfeverance in their duty; 
and i return my cordial thanks to all 
ranks of my loyal fubjects who have 
food forth in this arduous conjunc- 
ture, and by their zeal, their influ 
ence, and their perfonal fervice, 
have given confidence as well as 
ftrength to the national defence. 
Trufting in the Divine Providence, 
and in the juftice of my caufe, I am 
firmly refolved to profecute the war 
with vigour, and to make every ex- 
ertion, in order to compel our ene- 
mies to liften to equitable terms of 
peace and accommodation.” 





The Addrefs of the Houfe of Lords to 
his Mayefly. 


Moft gracious Sovereign, 

E, your Majeity’s moft dutiful 

\ and loyal {ubjeéts, the Lords 
Spiritual and Temporal, in Parliament 
affembled, beg leave to return your 
Majefty our humble thanks for your 
moit gracious {fpeech from thethrone, 
The jutt fenfe we have of the 
bleflings under your Majefty’s go- 
vernment, and the indignation we 
feel at the unprovoked and unwar- 
rantable aggreilion of our enemies, 
who feck to deprive us of thofe blefs- 
ings, and threaten your Majetty’s 
kingdoms with invafion, will eonti- 
hue to animate our refolutions, and 
redouble our efforts in the national 
defence. We truttthat thofe efforts, 
leconded by the zeal of a faithful, 
and loyal people, will under the 
Providence of God, be fully fufh- 
cient to repel every attack, to fruftrate 
the hopes, and deteat the celigns of 
any confederacy that may be formed 





againft your Majefty’s crown and 
dominions. 

In fuch a crifis the approach of 
danger can ferve only to call forth 
that national fpirit, which always 
rifes with the occafion that demands 
it, but never difplayed itfelf in a 
more important conjuncture, though 
it fo often protected the liberties of 
thefe kingdoms, and of Europe in 
general, and has enabled the Britifh 
flects and armies to withftand and de- 
feat the defigns of that reftlefs am- 
bition, which has fo frequentl 
difturbed the peace and lacaded the 
rights of mankind, 

We are deeply fenfible of your 
Majefty’s paternal goodnefs, which 
does not confine itfelf to one part of 
your dominions, but is anxious for 
the profperity of the whole, and, in 
the midit of your care and folicitude 
for the fatety and welfare of this coun 
try, has led your attention to the itate 
of your loyal and faithful kingdom of 
Ireland. Guided by the fame fenti- 
ments which prompted the humble 
addrefs we prefented to your Majefty 
the laft feflion, we will continue our 
attention to thofe important objects 
your Majetty’s wifdom recommends, 
and after deliberately weighing the 
whole, will confider what farther 
benefits may be extended to that 
kingdom, by fuch regulations, and 
fuch methods, as may moft effectual 
ly promote the common ftrength, 
wealth, and intereft of all your Mae 
jefty’s dominions. 

Your Majetty’s approbation of 
the good conduct and difcipline of 
the militia, and of their fteady per 
feverance in their duty, and the fa- 
tistaction your Majefty exprefles in 
the conduét of your loyal fubjects of 
all ranks, who have ftood forth in 
this arduous conjuncture, muft ree 
double that zeal, extend chat influ- 
ence, and increafe thofe perfonal 

exertions 
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exertions, which have given confi- 
dence as well as ftrength to the na- 
tional defence. 

We fee, with great fatisfaction, 
that your Majefty, trufting in the 
Divine Providence, and in the juftice 
of your caufe, is firmly refolved to 
profecute the war with vigour, and 
to make every exertion, in order to 
compel our enemies to liften to equi- 
table terms of peace and accommo- 
dation. Such fpirited and vigorous 
meafures muft be conducive to fo 
defirable an end: and we humbly 
beg leave to affure your Majetty, 
thatthey will meet with our mott hear 
ty concurrence and firmett fupport. 





——-- — en — _ 


7 he Add efs of the Hou/le of Commons 


} Pasehie 
lo are | Majefiy. 


Mott gracious Sovereign, 

W E, your Majetty’s moft duti- 

tiful and loyal fubjects, the 
Commons of Great Britain in Par- 
liament affembled, beg leave to re- 
turn your Majetty the thanks of this 
houle, for your motk gracious fpeech 
from the throne. 

We are truly fenfible that in the 
prefent arduous fituation of affairs, 
we are called upon by every princi- 
pic and every fentiment of Guty to 
your Majetty, and to thofe we re- 
pretent, to exert and to unite our 
utmoit efforts in the fupport and 
defence of our country againft a mott 
unjuit war, and one of the mott 
dangerous confederacies that was ever 
formed againit the Crown and peo- 
ple of Great Britain. 

We fee and revere the goodnefs 
of Divine Providence, in truftrating 
and difappointing the defigns of our 
enemies to invade this kingdom; and 
whenever they attempt to carry their 
wicnaces into execution, we trutt 


* . . 
that their attacks will be repelled, 
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and their enterprife defeated, by tha 
blefling of the fame Providence on 
the valour and intrepidity of your 
Majetty’s fleets and armies; “and 
that your Majefty’s gracious and en- 
dearing declaration of your confi- 
dence in the character and courage 
of your people will be juttified by 
the mott convincing proofs, chee 
they are ftill animated by the fame 
ardour, and the fame fpirit, thar 
have in former times carried this 
nation through fo many difficulties 
and dangers, and have {fo often ep- 
abled their ancettors to protect their 
country and all its dominions, and 
to fave not only their owa rights, 
but the hberties of other free thates, 
from the reftlefs ambition and en- 
croaching power of the houte ot 
Bourbon. 

We acknowledge, with thankful. 
mefs; your Majetty’s goodnels and 
attention to the addref3 of this ho lie, 
refpecting your loyal and faithful 
kingdom of Ireland, iv being plealed 
to order fuch papers to be communi- 
cated to this houfe, as may affiit 
our deliberations on this important 
bufinefs; and we beg leave to aflure 
your Majefty, that we will not fail 
to taken into our confideration what 
farther benefits and advantages may 
be extended to that kingdom, by fuch 
revulations, and fuch methods, as 
may moft effectually promote the 
common ftrength, wealth, and inte- 
reits of all your dominions. 

Permit us, Sir, to return our hum- 
ble thanks to your Majefty, for the 
gracious manner in which your Ma- 
jefty renews and confirms your entire 
approbation of the good conduct and 
fteady difcipline of the national m’- 
litia; and to affure your Majelty, 
that we concur moft fincerely with 
your Majetty, in acknowledging and 
applauding the meritorious zeal and 
fervices of thofe Joyal  fubjects 

whe 
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who ftood forth in the hour of dan- 


ger, and who have added confidence, 
ss well as ftrength, to the national 
ae 

“iow Majefty’s faithful commons 
receive with gratitude, and take a 
fincere part in, your Majefty’s pa- 
ternal expreffions of ¢oncern, that 
the various and extenlive fervices 
and operations of the enfuing year 
mutt unavoidably be attended with 
reatand heavy expences; yet, when 
it is confidered how much the com- 
merce, the profperity, and the fafe- 
ty of Great Britain, depend on the 
iffue of this conteft; we doubt not 
that fuch powerful confiderations 
and motives will induce all your Ma- 
jelty’s fubjects to fuftain, with cheer- 
fulnefs and magnanimity, whatever 
burthens fhall be found neceilary, 
for raifing fuch fupplies as may en- 
able your Majefty to profecute the 
war with vigour and effect, and to 
make every exertion, iu order to 
compel your enemies to liften to 
equitable terms of peace and accom- 
modation. 





Protef of the Peers, on the Rejeélion 
of Lord Shelburne’ s Motion, Fed. 8, 
1780. 


OVED, to appoint a commit- 
tee, confilting of Lords pof- 
feiling neither employment nor pen- 
fion, toexamine, without delay, in- 
tothe public expenditure, and the 
mode ot accounting for.the fame. 
Which being objected to, after 
long debate the queftion was put, 
Whether to agree to the faid motion ? 
Refolved in the negative. Con- 
tents 0, prcxies $—s53 non con- 
teats 81, proxics 20—101. 
Diffentient, 
it, Becaufe, however, the watte 
of public money, and the profufion 
1780. 


of ufelefs falaries, may have been 
heretofore overlooked in the days of 
wealth and pro/perity, the neceilities 
of the prefent time can no longer 
endure the fame fyftem of corrup- 
tion and prodigality. 

The se of money, the di- 
minifhed value of land, the finking 
of rents, with the decline of trade, 
are melancholy proofs that we are 
almoft arrived at the end of taxation; 
and yet the demands are annually 
increafed, while the hopes of peace 
are every year put to a greater 
diftance. 

For let any man confider the im- 
menfe debt increafing beyond the 
pofhibility of payment, with the pre- 
fent accumulation of taxes upon 
every article, not only of luxury, 
but of convenience, and even of 
neceflary ufe: and let him carry his 
thoughts forward to thofe additional 
duties which mutt immediately be 
impofed to make good the intereft 
of the approaching loan, and. of 
that debt which will remain unfund- 
ed, he will find that at leaft one 
million and a half of intereft mut 
be provided for, beflides what may be 
farther neceflary to make good the 
deficiencies of the late taxes, 

Under thefe circumiftances the 
favings of a ftrict and vigilant aco 
nomy in every branch, and the appli- 
cation of overgrown falaries, un- 
merited penfions, and ufelefs places 
to the public fervice, are almoit the 
only refource left in the exhaufted 
{tate of our finances. But befides 
this ftrong argument of neceffity that 
prefles upon the prefent moment, 
{uch and fo great are the abufes in the 
management and expenditure of the 
public moncy, as would call for the 
itricteft enquiry and animadverfion 
even in the beft of times. The 
practice of expending immenfe fums 
without confent of parliaments, un- 
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der the fallacious head of contingen- 
cies and extraordinaries, the greatcit 
part of which might ealily be com- 
prifed in an eftimate; but (becaufe 
fome unforefeen articles are not ca- 
pable of fuch precifion, the minif- 
ter has, under that colour, found 
out a method of expending the pub- 
lie money firft ad libitum, and when 
it has been fo expended, has found 
means to induce parliament to think 
itfelf bound in honour to ratify and 
make it good) deferves the highett 
cenfure; and no minifter who fhall 
dare to flake the public credit, for 
money that has not been voted, 
oughe to be juttified by a lefs autho- 
ritv than an actof indemnity. The 
millions which remain in confe- 
quence unexplained and unaccount- 
ed tor; the thametul facility ot ad- 
mitting almoft every claim; the 
improvident bargains made for the 
subile fervice ; the criminal neglect 
and even contempt ot the few checks 
eitablifhed in the board of treafury, 
befides great part of the money be- 
ing fhared im its paflage among a 
tribe of collectors, clerks, agents, 
jobbers or contractor, ot paid away 
by official extortion, or ftopped in 
its courfe to breed intereft tor tome 
ingrofling individuals, are grievances 
which che prefent motion has in 
view to remedy. 

adly, But great and important as 
the mution 3 39 this view of it, 1¢ Is 
till more Waportant in another, as 
it cends to narrow the wide {pread- 
rig influence of the crown, that has 
tuund its way inte every corner of 
the Kinyvdom. 

is is fuflicient to allude to this 
yo¢vance wathout any further en- 
luryement: but this argument, 
thwup h perhaps the trongeit mn ta 
vour of the motion, has been turned 
mte an oMe‘non to i, us if it 
Meant to abridge the sights of mo- 
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narchy, and make the crown de. 
pendent upon the parliament. 

It the objection means to infiny. 
ate that corruption is neceflary to 
government, we fhall leave thar 
principle to confute itfelf by its own 
apparent iniquity, 

That this motiof is intended to 
diminifh the conftitutional power of 
the crown we deny. The conttitu- 
tional power of the crown we are no 
lefs folicitous to preferve, than we are 
to annihilate its unconttitutional in- 
fluence. The prerogative rightly 
underitood, not touched or intended 
to be touched by this motion, will 
fupport the crown in all the fplendor 
which the king’s perfonal dignity 
requires, and with all the authority 
and vigour neceflary to give due 
effect to the executive powers of go- 
vernment. 

It has been argued, that this is 
not a proper time for retormation, 
when all the attention of the kine- 
dom fhould be employed upen the 
war, as the great and only objeet ia 
the prefent time of diftrefs; to 
which we beg leave to iniift that the 
prefent is, for that very reafon, the 
propercit time, becaufe nothing is 
fo cflential to the conduct and pro- 
fecution of the war as the frugal 
nianagement of that fupply by which 
only it can be carried on with any 
profpect of fuccels. Nor ought the 
plan of aweonomy to be any longer 
dclayed at the rig uc ot a general 
bankruptcy: and from the hittory of 
this, as well as other countries, 
times of necefiity have been always 
times of reform. 

adlv, Beeaufe we conceive that 
the mode of a committee, which 
might be to act with a committce of 
the other .houfe, and miht, if ne- 
ceffary, be rendered duiable, and 
veiled with due powers by an act of 
the whole legiflatace, might bring 
back 
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back the public expenditure to its 
conttitutional principle, might de- 
vife proper regulations for opening 
contracts to the propofals of every 
fair bidder, for retorming the abutfes 
of office, and the enomnity of fees, 
with a varicty of other abufes, par- 
ticularly that of large {ums of mo- 
ney lying in the hands of individuals 
to the lois of the ftate. 

An objection bas been ftrongly 
urged on the ground of an appre- 
henfion exprefled by fome lords, as 
if they ferioufly entertained it, of its 

roducing 4 quarrel between the 
two houfes of parliament, In con- 
fequence of which, the public bu- 
finefs might be obftructed, by a 
claim on the part of the houle of 
commons, to an exclufive right of 
confidering and providing for the 
{ubjects of this motion. 

Such a claim certainly cannot be 
fupported as a confequence of the 
claim of that houfe to originate 
money bills. Nota fingle lord ap- 

ared to entertain an idea that fifch 
aclaim would be well founded. In 
truth, the objection fuppofes it to 
be ill founded, and that therefore 
the houfe will refift it; and yet it 
aflumes that the houfe of conymons 
will advance and pertift in this ill 
tounded claim. We cannot difcover 
any colour for {uch a fuppofition, 
unlefs we were to adopt the infinua- 
tions of thofe who reprefent the 
corrupt intluence (which it is our 
with to fupprefs) as already per- 
vading that houfe. Thole who 
entertain that opinion of one houfe 
of parliament, will hardly think lefs 
direfpecttully of the other. To 
them it will feem a matter of indif- 
ference whether the motion is de- 
feated by the exertion of that in- 
fluence to excite a groundle{s claim 
1a the one houle, or by a ground- 
lefs apprehenfion of fuch a claim in 
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the other. But we, who would be 
underftood to think with more re- 
{pect of both, cannot entertain an ap- 
prehenfion fo injurious to the houfe 
of commons, as that they would, 
at this time efpecially, and on this 
occafion, have advanced fuch a claim, 

The motion has likewiie been ob« 
jected to on account of its difquali- 
fying perfons poffefling employments 
or pentions to be ct the propofed 
committee, We are far from fups 
pling that the pofleilion of place 
or penhon neceflarily corrupts the 
integrity of the pofieflor. We have 
feen, and the public have feen, 
many illuftrious inftances of the con- 
trary: yet we cannot but fuppofe 
that the public expectation of ad- 
vantage trom this meafure would 
have been lefs fanguine, if they had 
feen perfons poflefling offices fe+ 
lected to diftinguifh how far their 
ofices were ufetul, or their falanes 
adequate: they perhaps would not 
think the poffeffor of a penfion or 
office the fitteft judge how far that 
penfion or office had been merited 
or was neceflary. Wecamot there- 
fore think the motion juttly excep- 
tionable on this ground: it rather 
appears to us to have been drawn 
with a proper attention to noble 
lords in parliament’s exempting 
them from a fituation which they 
mutt neceffarily with to decline. 

We conceive ourfelves warranted 
in the mode propofed by precedent 
as well as reafon; and it was ftated 
to the houfe to have been recom- 
mended by the moit approved con- 
ftitutiona! glen who have written 
fince the Revolution: but having 
offered to meet any other propoli- 
tion which might carry with it fub- 
ftantial remedy, and no fuch being 
offered, notwichftanding the time 
this propofition has lain betore the 
houfe, we cannot help confidering 
(G 2) the 
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the prefent negative as going to the 
fubttantial as well as formal part of 
the motion, and hold ourfelves ob- 
liged to avail our elves of our right 
= entering our protett againit the 
rejection of the above propolition. 

athly, We are farther impelled 
to me | this motion becaufe the ob 
ject of it has been feconded and 
called for by a contiderable majority 
of the people, who are aflociating 
for this purpofe, and feem to be de- 
termined to purfue it by every legal 
and conftituuonal method that can 
be devifed for its fuccefs; and how- 
ever fome may effect to be alarmed, 
as # fuch aflociations tended to dif- 
turb the peace, or encroach upon 
the delegated power of the other 
houfe, we are perfuaded it has no 
other view but to collect the fenfe 
of the people, and to intorm the 
whole body of the reprefentatives 
what are the fentiments of the whole 
body of their conftituents, in which 
refpect their proceedings have been 
orderly, peaceable, and conilitution- 
al. And if it be afked what farther 
is ta be done if thefe petitions are 
yejected, the beft an{fwer is, that the 
eale cannot be fuppoted ; tor although 
upon a few feparate petitions it may 
be fairly faid that che other houte 
ought not to be decided by a part 
only of their conitituents, yet it 
cannot be prefumed they will act in 
defiance of the united opinion of the 
whole people, or indeed of any great 
and notorious majority. It is ad- 
mitted that they have a power to 
vote as they think fit; but it is not 
poilible to conceive that fo wile an 
atiembly wall ever be rath enough to 
reject fuch petitions; and by that 
means caule this dangerous queftion 
to be broached and agitated, Whether 
they have not broke their iru? 

The voice of the people wall cer- 
tainly be coim-licd with; minitters 
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may, as they feem to have done jp q 
recent inftance, deprive any man of 
what he holds at their pleafure, for 
prefuming to exercile his undoubted 
right of thinking for himéelf on thefe 
or other public fubjects; but jr 
will not be wife in them to treat thefe 
affociations with contempt, or call 
them by the invidious name of 
FACTION, a name by which the 
minority in both houfes of parlia- 
ment have been fo frequently and 
fo falfely calumniated ; becaute the 
name fo applied will recoil back Upon 
themfelves, when acting againft the 
general fenfe of the. nation; nor will 
they be able to reprefent thefe num- 
bers, fo refpectable in rank and pro- 
perty (as they did but too fucceff- 
fully the di‘contented Americans), 
as a mob of indigent and feditious 
incendiaries ; becaule the people to 
whom this 1s addretled, are the very 
people that are abufed, and every 
man bears within himfelf the tefti- 
mony of its falfehood. 

*PFhe minifters on this particular 
occafion, cannot deceive the people. 


Fortefcuc Abingdon 
Harcourt Pembroke ard 
De Ferrars Montgomery 
Beaulicu Fitzwilliam 
Camden Rutland 
Coventry Nugent Temple 
Richmond Bolton 
Manchefter Courtney 
Derby Stamford 
Eihingham Tankervile 
Grafton J. St. Afaph 
Portland Weycombe 
Ferrers Craven 
Cholmondeley Rockingham 
King Scarborough 
Abergavenn Jerfey 

J. Peterborough Devonfhire 


Ditientient without reatons. Radnor. 
For all the above reafons except the 
fourth, Ofborne. 
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To the Honourable the Commons of 
Great Britain in Partiament a/- 


embled : 

P Petition of the Gentlemen, Clergy, 
and Freebolders “of the County of 
York. 

Sheweth, 

“HAT this nation hath been 
‘T engaged for feveral years ina 
moit expentive and unfortunate war ; 
that many of our valuable colonies, 
having actually deciared themfelves 
independent, have formed a ftrict 
confederacy with France and Spain, 
the dangerous and inveterate ene- 
mies of Great Britain: that the 
conlequence of thete combined mif- 
fortunes had been a large addition 
eo the national debt, a heavy accu- 
mulation of taxes, a rapid decline of 
the trade, manufactures, and land- 
rents of the kingdom. 

Alarmed at the diminifhed re- 
fources and growing burthens of 
this country, and convinced that 
rigid frugality is now indifpenfibly 
neceflary in every department of 
the ftate, your petitioners obferve 
with grie!, that notwithftanding the 
calamities and impoverithed condi- 
tion of the nation, much. public 
money has been improvidently 
fquandered, and that many indivi- 
duals enjoy finecure places, efficient 
places with exorbitant emoluments, 
and penfions unmerited by public 
fervice, toa large and ftill increaf- 
ing amount; when the crown has 
acquired a great unconftitutional in- 
fluence, which, if not checked, 
may foon prove fatal to the liberties 
of this country. 

Your petitioners conceiving that 
the true end of every legitimate go- 
vernment is not the emolument of 
any individual, but the welfire of the 
community; and confidering that, 
by the conftirution of this realm, 
the national purfe is intrufted in a 
peculiar manner to the cuftody of 
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this honourable houfe; beg leave 
farther to reprefent, that until ef- 
fectual meafures be taken to redrefs 
the oppreffive grievances herein 
ftated, the grant of an additional 
fum of public money, beyond the 
Eo of the prefent taxes, will 
€ injurious to the rights and pro- 
perty of the people, and derogatory 
rom the honour and dignity of 
parliament. 

Your petitioners therefore, ap- 
pealing to the juftice of this honour- 
able houfe, do moft earnettly re- 
quetft, that before any new burthens 
are laid upon this country, effectual 
meafures may be taken by this houte 
to enquire into and correct the grofs 
abufes in the expenditure of public 
money; to reduce all exorbitant 
emoluments; to refcind and abolifh 
all finecure places and unmerited 
penfions; and to appropriate the 
produce to the neceilitics of the 
ftate in fuch 4 manner as to the wif- 
doin of parliament {liall feem meet. 

And your petitioners fhall ever 
pray, &c. 





To the Honcurable the Commons of 
Great Britain, in Parliament affem- 
bled: 

The Petition of the Mayor and Bur- 
geljes of the Tewn and County of the 
Town of Nottingham, in Common 
Council affembled. 

T the height of national ca- 
lamity, we the mayor and 
burgefles of the town and county 
of the town of Nottingham, in 
common hall affembied, approach 
a Britifh houfe of commons with 
that refpeét which is duc to the ap- 
pointed guardians of our rights, and 
with that hope which it becomes us 
to entertain from thofe who are ho- 
noured with fo great a tru. The 
growing and almolt infupportable 
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diftreffes of this injured and degrad- 
ed country fummon us into your 
prefence, that you may know our 
fenfe of thefe diftreffes, of their 
caufe and of their remedy: and find 
in the wifhes of the people the bet 
encouragement to an immediate and 
effectual interpofition for their 
refcue. 

Whether by crime, or by misfor- 
tune, or both, one great member of 
the Britith empire be gone; yet with 
fuch a diminution of wealth and 
power, to be engaged in the moft 
complicated and formidable war, 
furely afks for the moft rigid ceecono- 
my in every department of the ftate. 
But with grief and fhame we cb- 
ferve, that a wafteful prodigality has 
cdifipated our remaining ftrength, 
and by enfeebling our efforts, dif- 
graced our arms, and multiplied our 
loffes: while this very prodigality 
becomes the fource of increafed de- 
ynands, aggravates the burihens un- 
der which every rank and defcription 
of the people bow, and threatens in 
its progrefs a general ruin. 

We look up to your honourable 
houfe for a period to this dreadtal 
progrefs, and that with the integrity 


and firmnefs of the commons of 


Britain, you will make a fevere en- 
quiry into the expenditure of that 
immenfe treafyre, which a liberalit 
unknown in the moft flourifhing 
period has drawn from an almott ex- 
hauited nation. The magnanimity 
of a free people can give the laft 
filling in the caufe of their country, 
but in no other caufe; and this con- 
fidence which fhall difpofe them 
to the lait exertions, can only be 
derived from your inquifition into 
thofe abufes, which may render 
fuch exertions neceflary; they ex- 
peét to know, that fucceffive grants 
fal! not find them lefs prepared to 
mect an clatyd toc, and facilitate 
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the moft awful of all calamities, the 
ruin of their liberties. 

{n this reduced and humble ftare 
of the nation, it is a farther Pain to 
obferve, the enormous fums which 
are diverted to no public good; the 
exoibitant emoluments annexed to 
real, and much more to nomina! of- 
fices, with indifcriminate, unme. 
rited penfions; which devour the 
public treafure, deteat te national 
efforts, degrade the fpint of Eng. 
lifimen into fordid avarice, fubvert 
the independence of parliament, and 
aft with a malignant influence on 
al] that is dear to our country. 

Under the impreilion of thee 
awtul truths, we beg leave to re- 
prefent, that the redrefs of thefe 
ruinous abufes is the right of Bri- 
tons, and the only fource from which 
hope can again be brought back to 
their country; and that ull fome 
wife and vigorous meafures for the 
effecting this purpofe be adopted, 
no addition can with wifdoin, honour, 
or fafety, be made to the pecuniary 
burthens of thefe kingdoms. We 
would refpectfully obferve, that 
fuch a conduct in times of danger, 
diftrefs, and apprehenfion has been 
the dittinguifhing character of your 
honourable houfe, that by which 
the very being of your houfe, 
and the being of our conftitution 
has been preferved; and that in no 
period have diftrefs and apprehenfion 
more fummoned the reprefentatives 
of Britain to the exertion of their 
proper character, to the fulfilling 
every hope of thcir anxious confli- 
tuents. With thefe abufes in all 
their magnitude, in all their opera- 
tion before you, every grant beyond 
the produce of the prefent taxes, 
will be to wanton with the rights 
and property of the people, and betray 
the faith and dignity of parliament. — 

It is our prayer, therefore, to thi 
honourable 
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honourable houfe, that all extrava- 
~ant emoluments be reduced, all fu- 
perfluous and nominal ofhices be ubo- 
lifhed, and all unmerited pentfions be 
retumed, and that the emp be 
appropriated to the necethities ot the 
fate. And that till this wife and 
neceflaury reform be adopted, and 
ill effectual means be applied to en- 
quire into and collect the abuies ia 
the expenditure of the public money, 
whereby the fears and jealoutfics of 
the people may be appeafed, and a 
well-grounded confidence diftuled 
through the community, you will 
with that juftice and patriotifm which 
we premife oufelves from your ho- 
nourable houle, with-hold all grants 
of the public money, beyond the 

roduce of the prefent taxes. 

Trufting that this our judt and in- 
cerefting petition will meet with all 
fayourable reception: we ever pray, 
kc. Kc, 





—— 





Proteft of fome of the Noblenuen, Gen- 
tlemen, and Freevolders of Hertford- 
foire. 


WE: the noblemen, gentlemen, 
clergy, and treeholders of 
the county of Herttord, whofe 
names are hercunto fubicribed, do 
hereby proteit aguinft the proceed- 
ings of certain noblemen, gentle- 
men, clergy, and treecholders of the 
fuid county, at a meeting fummon- 
ed by the Sheritf of Hertiordfhire, 
and held at Hertford this 7th day of 
January, 1780, for the following 
among ft other reafons: 

Firit, Becaufe we apprehend the 
true fenfe of the county cannot be 
colleéted, nor the matters propofed 
duly examined in a mecting of this 
nature, fo new in its form, and fo 
void of iegutarity, or any known or 
eitabliflicd authority. 
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Secondly, Becaufe many affertions 
are made in the petition propofed to 
be prefented to the houle of com- 


mons, in fupport of which no proofs 


have been produced atthe meeting. 
Thirdly, Becaufe the petition ap- 


pears to us ¢o convey infinuations in- 


jurious and difrefpeétful to parlia- 


ment, and dangerous to the contti- 
tution; and rendered more fo, as 
it 1s accompanied by refolutions ex- 


planatory of the intentions and pur- 


pofes of it. 

Fourthly, Becaufe that part of 
the petition which relates to the 
granting fupplies appears to us to 
be an attack upon the rights, privi- 
leges, and freedom of the commons 
ot Great Britain in parliament affem- 
bled. 

Fitthly, Becaufe we conceive that 
the petition and refolutions are cal- 
culated to produce diffidence and 
fufpicions in the minds of his Ma- 
jetiv’s fubjects, at a time when una- 
nimity .and confidence in govern- 
ment are ecflentially neceffury to fup- 
port and invigorate the exertions of 
the ftate, in our defence againit the 
mott formidable attack that has ever 
been made on his Majeity’s domi- 
nions. 

And, Sixthly, We do moft purti- 
ticularly proteft againft the refolu- 
tions for appointing a committee of 
correfpondence, apparently tending 
to overawe the legiflature, by col- 
lecting and combining the faétious 
difcontents of the feveral parts of 
the kingdom into one fyftem, upon 
which to found powers, and to in- 
troduce meafures inconfiftent with, 
and fubveritve of, our prefent happy 
conititution, and to eftablifh a plan 
which appears to us to lead to the 
greateit calamitics which can befall 
our country, viz. infurrection, con- 
fufion, and anarchy ! 

(G4) Proicft 
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Proteft of fome of the Noblemen, Gentle- 
men, and Freeholders of the County 


of Suffex. 


E the noblemen, gentlemen, 


clergy, and frecholders of 
the county of Suilex, whofe names 
are hereunto fubleribed, do hereby 
declare our difapprobation of the 
wroceedings of a meeting held at 
tty the 2oth of January, 1780. 
Becaule, although in the prefent 
exi cencies of affairs, public @couomy 
is untloubtedly necedlary, yet, truit- 
ing in the wildom of parliament to 
redrefs all grievances which do really 
exill, we conceive that the allega- 
tione in the petition propofed tg be 
prefented to the houte of com 
mons, unfupported by proof, tend, 
to mitlead, and, together with the 
veloluuens of the mecting, are ¢al- 
culated to produce diffidence and 
fufpicion in the minds of the peo- 
ple, at atime when unanimity and 
confidence in government are ef- 
fenually neceflary, to fupport and 
inVigorate the exertions of ‘the ttate 
againit the moft formidable attack 
Which has ever been made on the 
Britith dominions. And we do moit 
paracularly proteft againtt the refo- 
lutions of appointing a committee 
ot correfpondence, with the declar- 
ed purpote of forming general alo- 
ciauons, apparently tending to over 
rule the legillature, to introduce 
meafures inconlilttent with, and fub- 
verhve of our prelernt excellent con- 
fiitution, and leading to contufion 
and anarchy. 
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Vemorial of ihe Deputies from foveral 
Commies, Cites, and Towns in Eng- 
iid, COM ar aihy Realons for a Pian 
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Middlefex, Suffex, Gloucefter, Hert. 
ford, Kent, Huntingdon, Dorfer, 
Bucks, Chefter, Devon, and Effex, 
trom the cities of London, Weft. 
minfter, Gloucefter, and the towns 
of Newcattle and Nottingham, hold. 
en at the St. Alban’s Tavern, and 
afterwards, by feveral adjournments, 
at the Great Room in King-ttreet, 
St. James’s, on Saturday the rth 
Tuetday the 14th, Wednefday the 
isth, Friday the 17th, Saturday the 
r8th, and Monday the 2oth days of 
March, 1780. 

The Keverend Chriftopher Wy- 
vill, one of the deputies from the 
county of York, in the chair: 

Refolved, That the deputies from 
the committees of the different peti- 
tioning counties, cities, and towns, 
fhall vote by deputations, each de- 
putation giving one vote. 

Read and approved the following 


MEMORIAL, containing REA- 
SONS tor a PLAN of ASSO- 
CIATION, propofed by the 
Deputies from the feveral coun- 
ties, cities, and towns, who have 
petitioned Parliament for a redrefg 
of erievances. 


IF there ever was a period in the 
annals of this country for popular 
jealoufy to be awake, and popular 
virtue to exert itfclf, it 1s the pre- 
fent. Other wras have been marked 
by partialinroads on the conftitution, 
grafping at particular prerogatives, 
and narrowing chiefly the fubordi- 
nate branches of civil liberty. But 
whatever was their meafure, difap- 
pointment and overthrow have ge- 
nerally been their fare. That pub- 
lic virtue, which hath diftinguifhed 
Fnelifhmen, never torlook our an- 
ceftors in the hour of umportant trial, 
never Jett the arbitrary mind to 
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reprefentatives in the or fom y 
might be depended on at the na- 
sonal call, and in that barrier they 
ever found themfelves impregnable. | 

What is our fituation at prefent: 
By the operation of a defpatic fyftem, 
which has continued, with very little 
‘ntermiffion, mear nineteen years, 
and is now almoft completed by a 
dangerous adminiftration, the very 
vitals of the conftitution have re- 
ceived a mortal wound : not this or 
that partiality of the reigning mind 
has been gratified, but the whole ca- 
pacity of popular freedom has been 
{truck at: we are arrived at the cri- 
fis, which the wifeft of political 
writers have uniformly marked for 
the downfall of Britain, ** when the 
jegiflative body fhall become as cor- 
rupt as the executive, and depen- 
dent upow it.’’—Monte/quieu. 

Let anv man look back to the 
laws which have paffed only in 
the ten laft feffions of parliament, 
forming, as it were, ftep by ftep, a 
code of prerogative, Which has al- 
ready brought within its vortex the 
primary parts of civil, religious, 
commercial, and military adminiftra- 
tion, within the kingdom, or its de- 
pendencies, not excepting from its 
vaft control all the branches of the 
Loyal Family, and but too probably 
the fuccefion of the crown: let him 
look back to thefe, and then doubt 
if the executive power has not found 
its way to the corruption of the le- 
gilative. Let him behold a venal 
majority in the houfe of commons, 
feilion after feflion, moving obfe- 
quious tothe nod of the minitter, 
and giving the legiflative fanction to 
propofitions, not only big with the 
fate of their country, but often mi- 
litating again‘ the firft principles of 
the conftitution, and the declared 
voice of their conftituents ; while 
every effort of reafon and areument 
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urged by an independant few has 
only been anfwered by numbers, 
dumb to every other reply: and 
then let him judge how enormous 
that corruption muft be. But let 
hin bring his obfervation to the im- 
menfe patronage of the crown, dif- 
fufed over this legiflative body in 
the beftowal of offices, and where 
offices are too few, or not lucrative 
enough to fatiate the corruption of 
individuals, in ruinous contracts, in 
profufe penfions, fome known, and 
others ftudioufly concealed ; let thefe 
be confidered, and the terms above 
mentioned in which the crifis of Bri- 
tith freedom is marked, are indifput- 
ably fulfilled, “* the legiflative body 
is as corrupt as the executive, and 
dependent upon it.” 

For us then it is referved to feel 
ourfelves bowed down under that in- 
tolerable oppreflion, which to a 
Britifh mind in any paft generation, 
could appear but as a fearful fpecu- 
lation—the enormous, the canpaclly 
accumulated, the all-devouring influ- 
ence of the crown. By an unhappy 
war with America, begotten in the 
firft infolence of this defpotic fyftem, 
and nurfed with a view of giving 
completion to it, this fatal influence 
has been armed with more ainple means 
than ever wt enjoyed before, for ens 
flaving parliament, in the private 
application of no fmall part of thofe 
monies, which have far excecded 
the fupplies of former wars, and 
have been obtained under the pre- 
text of necefflary public fervice: 
while the nation itfelf, inevery {pe- 
cies ofits property, in every depart- 
ment of its commerce, mm every 
defcription of its people (thofe only 
cxcepte | who have become prcat on 
the {poils of the public), hath vilibly 
funk almoft into beggary. Never, 
furely, did any country experience 
fo fudden a reverfe from profperity 
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to depreffion. It took place, it co- 
vered us, while we began but to 
forbode it. ‘The weight of its evils 
now reft on our heads in the alann- 
ing fall of rents, the decay of manu- 
factures, the accumulation of taxcs, 
the ftagnation of allcredit: at the 
fame time there is but the probabili- 
ty of worle enfuing after bad—the 
humble and temperate petitions of 
an oppreiled people are anfwered, if 
not with infolence, yet hitherto 
with unfeeling neglect-—the oppref- 
fors of the land are fill cherifhed, 
nay, rewards and honours kcep pace 
with the accumulation of their mif- 
conduét—men of integrity, on whom 
the public confidence would reft, are 
euft out; and amidft all thefe, we 
have the mortifying reflection to find, 
that an adminiftration, thus hoftile 
to the people, though poffefling 
oftenfibly the refpontibility of office, 
is entrenched, or labours to entrench 
itfelt behind the royal perfon, co- 
vered with perogatives, which would 
exempt hin from doing wrong. 
Thefe are evils which mutt be re- 
dreffed, if we would not be ftigma- 
tized for flaves, to the lateft genera- 
tions. Itis the definition of an 
Enghfhman to be jeal us of the in- 
fluence of the crown; it 1s the de- 
finition of a member in the Britifh 
parliament to cfect it. Shall both 
forfeit for ever, nay, cover in fhame, 
the luftre of their proper character ? 
The reproach hath been caft on us 
all but too long, and chiefly by 
thofe who have dealt out the arts of 
corruption, that it is to our own 
want of public virtue, in the choice 
of our reprefentatives, we are in- 
debted for any invafions our liberties 
futtain. It is time, therefore, that 
virtue fhould thew itfelf. And, 
however it may blait the thriving 
hope of power, yet princes ought 
to be overjoved to have fubjects, to 
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whom honour is dearer than ever 
thing elfe. yy 
It is from neceffity, 
founded in fuch reafons as neithe 
their honour nor their und flandine 
can overlook, that the numerous Des 
titioning counties, citics, and towns 
of England have taken the alarm, 
and have ftepped forth by applica. 
tion ta Parhament, and by fuch 
conttitutional affociatians as 


therefore, 


on may 
give vigour to their petitions 
And we hope while the  caufe 
continues, that the alarm will 


never ceafc, but that all will fee 
their inteyelt and their danger undif. 
gue and come forward till there 
x» but one voice throughout the 
land, 

We are perfuaded under circum. 
ftances fo preffing as the prefent, 
that nothing can give effectual te. 
drefs to all the evils we tec!, buta 
reftoration of the freedom and inde- 
pendency of parliament, by a reform 
in all thofe circumftances which are 
at prefent the avenues and eftablifh- 
ments of a corrupted influence. And 
nothing can put us in a full poilef- 
fion ot that defirable and mofl ne- 
ceffary event, but a vigorous com- 
patted, and unfhaken ‘union of all 
independent men throughout the 
kingdom. 

Wheretore, we do moft anxioufly 
recommend it to all clafles of citi- 
zens, and efpecially to thofe who 
have votes tor the returning any 
members to parliament, as they yva- 
lue their liberties, the prefervation 
of their remaining properties, and 
the refcuing of their poiterity, from 
unconftitutional dominion, to unite 
themfelves in a firm purpote of ob- 
taining, from their reprefentatives, 
thofe Biutary reforms (the outlines 
of which are hereafter fubmirtted,) by 
the eftablifiament whereof, the door 
muft be effectually fut on corrup- 
o tiun; 
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sions and jointly and feverally to 

rfevere, regardlefs of every conti- 
deration to the contrary, unul they 
{hall have obtained the fame. 

In the firft place then, it muft be 
evident, that a reformation is indif- 

nfable in the civil eftablifhment, 
which has grown to fuch a fund of 
corruption, in an infinity of offices, 
either ulelefs in their nature, or great- 
ly overpaid in their exercife—in the 
means it affords for a thameful ex- 
peaditure in —- uninerited by 
fervices—in the wafte committed in 
the receipt of its monies, and the 
mikiug up of its accounts. It is 
impoable, hamanly f{peaking, that 
while thefe temptations exift, an 
aembly, on whom they are preffed, 
fhou!d ve completely free. 

in the next place, experience hath 
ever agreed withthe belieoauletie, 
that independency in the Britifh 
houfe of Commons is moft to be 
looked tor in the reprefentatives of 
counties. Taking things as they 
tan’ at prefent, there is not the pro- 
bability of a balance againft the in- 
fluence which now corrupts, without 
an augsentation of Knights of 
Shires, attentively chofen. And, 
tking things as we hope to find 
them fhortly, when mgny branches 
of corruption may be lopped off, 
fuch augmentation will give the 
greateft fecurity to the national in- 
tereft, inthe beft quarter. Lefs than 
one hundred Knights, fuperadded to 
the prefent will hardly give a num- 
ber to be felt by every county, nor 
a number fufhicient to fecure, at 
prefent, a balance to the indepen- 
dent fide. And if the number were 
left indefinite now, every falutary 
9 from this meafure might be 
defeated, If ever the hour fhall 
come, when the prudence of the 
people, uniting with the prepared 
minds of the legiflature, fhall ap- 
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rove of a reduction in the repre- 

ntations df boroughs, on fuch plans 
as fhall filence the prejudices of the 
interefted, the augmentation now 
propofed will no longer be found in 
the numbers of the Houfe; and, 
till that takes place, neceflity, and 
the only opening of hope, thould 
reconcile the adilition, if our firit 
choice might not embrace it. 

To thete regulations, we conceive, 
an addition muft be made, for fhort- 
ening the duration of the fitting of 
parliament, which can only be done, 
confiftently with the conftitution, or 
with the beft policy in any enlarged 
view, by fhortening it to the period 
of a year, When the two aéts, 
Which paffed in the reign of Ed- 
ward Iil. ordained, that a parlia- 
ment fhould be holden once every 
year, and more often if need be; 
the object then evidently being to 
prevent the crown from acting with- 
out a parliament, can it be con- 
ceived that they did not {peak what 
the conftitution weiner 9, or that 
they did not mean a new parliament 
every year? The faét is, during 
the whole of that reign, and for the 
firit eighteen years of the following 
one, writs were annually iflued, 
and in fome inftances, two or three 
times in the fame year, for new 
elections, till Richard IJ. made him- 
felf abfolute. And various were the 
occafions in thofe times, when the 
commons gave for anfwer to any 
new OY er oe of magnitude, that 
“« they dared not agree without con- 
ference with their counties.” At 
what period then was it, that the 
confent of the people was afked, and 
obtained, to fo momentous a pro- 
pofal, as that of divefting them of 
their expected control over their 
reprefentatives; in fact, of chang- 
ing the terms, on which the dele- 
gation had paffed from their hands ? 

Annual 
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Annual parliaments are therefore 
the ancient confticutiomof England, 
and the birth-right ot Englifhmen. 
Nor are they lefs beneficial in 
policy than unalienable in right. Lo 
the language of ancient times, be- 
fore the prejudices of *habit had 
thrown falie colours over names and 
things, they were ever defcrib- 
ed as confittent with the greatctt 
peace, and moit peaceably conduct- 
ed, And in parhamentary records, 
for more than two hundred years 
together, from 49 Hen. 111. ull 22 
Edw. 1V. we tind not fo much as 
one double return, nor more than two 
or three inttances ot elections quet- 
tioncd on any ground-a circum- 
fiance furely mott inviting, when 
put in contraft with that multitude 
of perplexing inquiries; which of 
late years hath confumed fo much 
time in committees, to the creat 
hindrance of the national bi‘inefs. 
"The plain reafon is founded not in the 
time, but in the nature of the thing : 
the duration of the feat was not an 
object for a violent contett. ‘This 
will alfo difpel the objection ariting 
from the probability of tumult and 
expenfivenets; to remove which, it 
will farther contribute not a little, 
if we would give attention to what 
paties now amone thote large bodies 
of electors, who annually chule their 
corporate oflicers. But the 
ment awuait corruption furmounts 
every thing elfe. Nothing can give 
fo much atlurance of ceteating it as 
this hmitation. A feat for three 
years: might induce a man’s atten. 
tio to a bribe. He that fits bur 
for one, 1s very unlikely to evperi- 
ence fuch an offer; or will certainly 
reyect it, 1 he would not wif to put 
all his future expectations to an 
eminent rifque. 
When ence the 
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leading points, every thing elfe thar 
may appear to have its fhare in the 
reformation, mutt be fubordinate in 
its clafs, and muft follow in its time 
And the more effectually to enfure 
thefe, we entreat you, neither at 
the next, or any future election, to 
engage your fupport to any candi. 
date, beiore you are. {atistied that 
he will give his affiftance in parlia- 
ment to the eftablifhment of fo much 
of thete retornis as may not then be 
accomplithed. 

Circucar LETTER ordered to be 
annexed to the Refolutions, &¢, 
of the mecting of Deputics. 

Great Room, Kinrg-fireet, March 20, 

1760. 
SIR, 

I am direéted by the Meeting of 
Deputies from the committees of 
feveral counties, cities, and towns, 
which have petitioned parliament 
tora redrets of grievances, adjourn- 
ed trom St. Alban’s Tavern to 
this place, to tranfmit to you the 
inclofed copy of their Refolutions, 
relative to an mtended plan of gene- 
ral union and affociation, accompa- 
nied with a copy of a memorial 
containing reafons in juttitication of 
thofe refoluwions, to be reported to 
the committee of the county of 
Miudidlefex at its next aflembly. 

The deputies truft their refolu- 
tions will be confidered, not as ot- 
fering to the committee 3 complete 
and perfeé fyftem of political retor- 
mation, but as poiting out fome 
principal ‘objeéts of conftitutional 
improvement, which, if obtained 
by the united efforts of the people, 
will facilitate and fecure the eftab- 
lifiment of every other regulation 
which may be neceffary to rettore 
the freedom and independence of 
parliament. 

From various circumftances the 
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deputics apprehend, it may be found 
to be expedient in fome counties 
to adopt a plan of aflociation fo ex- 
tenfive as that traced out by their 
refolutions. In that cafe, as it is 
the general and received. opinion, 
that fhortening the duration of par- 
liament will be improper, tll the 
economical reform, and a more 
equal reprefentation of the people 
have been obtained, the deputies 
conceive, that the propofition for 
fhortening the duration of parlia- 
ment may be poftponed, with lefs 
snconvenience in the original draught 
of affociation, than any other pro- 
pofition recommended by this meet- 
ing. 

‘Lam alfo directed, by the meet- 
ing of deputies, to reprefent through 
you to the committee, that there 
is much reafon to apprehend parliae 
ment may be diflolved foon after 
the grant of fupplies has received 
the royal afent: that it behoves 
each committee, therefore, to pre- 
pare for that event, by concerting 
meafures effectually to fupport the 
interett of thofe candidates, at the 
approaching general election, who 
are known to approve an ceconomi- 
cal reformation, a more equal re- 
prefentation of the people, and 
thortening the duration of parlia- 
ent. 

I beg leave farther to reprefent, 
under the fame authority, that the 
leveral committees, difcountenanc- 
ing all corrupt and unneceflary ex- 
pences at any future elections, will 
thereby promote, in a confiderable 
degree, the freedom of election, 
which muft immediately tend to fe- 
Cure the independence of parlia- 
ment. 

I have the honour to be, Sir, 

Your moft obedient fervant, 
C. WYVILL, Chairman of 
this Meeting of Deputies. 
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Yo the Henourable the Commons of 


Great Britain in Parliament af 
Sembled : 


The Reprefentation and Petition of the 
Planters, Merchants, and other  per- 
Sons intercfed in the [fland of Fa- 


maica. 


Yor petitioners, in all duty 
. and humility, beg leave to lay 
betore this honourable houfe, feve- 
ral circumftances, which, they pre- 
fume, itis important for the houfe 
to know; and to which, they are 
eertain, it is of the utmoft import- 
ance to them, that a due attention 
fhould be paid. 

Your petitioners reprefent to this 
honourable houfe, that the ifland of 
Jamaica has not been protected. 

They reprefent, that the tempo- 
rary fatety, which it has enjoyed, 
has been owing to the direction of 
the encmy’s force towards other 
objects, and not to any intrinfic means 
of defence, provided for that ifland 
by his Majeity’s mintiters. Thev 
conceive that the fafety of fuch a 
pofieilion as Jamaica ought not to 
have been left to chance. They re 
prefent that the ifland ot Jamaica is 
inferior in value to none of the des 
pendencies of Great Britain: that 
great part even of what appears to 
be the inferior wealth of Great Bri- 
tain itfelf, is in reality the wealth of 
Jamaica, which is fo intimately ine 
terwoven with the internal intcrett 
of this kingdom, that it is not eafy 
to diftinguifh them: that a great 
part of the trade and navigation; @ 
large proportion of the revenue, and 
very much of the mercantile and the 
national credit, and the value of the 
landed intereft, depend immediately 
on its prefervation: that its de- 
fence is, therefore, an object as im- 
portant to Great Britain, as any part 
of Great Britain itfelf; and that it 
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is an objedt to be provided for with 
fill greater cure and forefight, be- 
caufe its natural means of home de- 
fence, are infinitely lefs confider- 
able. 

They folemnly declare, that, con- 
fcious of their invariable loyalty to 
the crown of Great Britain, their 
unbounded attachment to the prof- 
perity of the whole empire, they 
are not able to conjecture for what 
offence, real or pretended, they have 
fo long been put under this pro- 
icription. 

if your petitioners had been ace 
tive, by faétious clamours, or delu- 
five reprefentations, by concealing 
true or fuggefting falfe information, 
in betraying their Sovereign and 
their country into war, they might 
have the lefs reafon to complain of 
the neglect, by which they have 
fuftered fo many diftrefles, and have 
been expoled to fo many dangers. 
It is the recolleétion of this ho- 
nourable houfe, that at an early 
period of the prefent unhappy trou- 
bles, the body of the Weit-India 
planters and merchants did humbly 
ftate their apprehentions to parlia- 
ment, and deprecated the unhappy 
meafures which were then taken. It 
is the misfortune of the public, as 
well as their’s, that no attention was 
paid to their humble prayers, and 
that their moft dutitul and faithful 
repreientations were totally neglect- 
cd. 

They affym that they have not 
deferved to be thus abandoned, trom 
a want of having purchafed, for a 
saluable confideration, the protec- 
tion of the ftate. The planters have 
iven, not only with acquietcence but 
pleafure, their trade almoit wholly 
confined to the mother country, the 
place of retidence of the vreater 
part, and the object of the rendercit 
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aftection toallof them. Both plant. 
ers and merchants have had the pro- 
duce of their eftates as largely taxed 
in Great Britain, to the common 
fupport, as any others. The affein. 
bly of the ifland of Jamaica has, be. 
ond on f former example of libera. 
ity, and far beyond their abilities 
laid deftruétive impofitions on their 
eftates and properties within the 
ifland. Vaft perfonal fervices, bur. 
thenfome in the extreme, and near. 
ly ruinous to the prefent value of 
all they poffefs, have been chear- 
fully given. They have borne pati- 
ently the heavy loffes and burthens, 
the fatal, though not unforefeen 
confequences of their feparation trom 
North America. After all thefe im- 
pofitions and taxes in England, thefe 
taxes and perfonal fervices in Ja- 
maica, and after fufferings of every 
kind in this war, on fuggeftion from 
friends of government, they have 
had refort in their individual cha- 
racters, to their almoft exhauited 
puries, and made a large private 
fubfcription for their own detence. 
They reprefent that they have 
been credibly informed, that at the 
time when adminiftration declined 
to provide the neceflary forces, ei- 
ther by fea or land, for their de- 
fence, that his Majefty’s fecretary 
at war publickly declared, that his 
Majefty did then command more 
numerous force by fea and land, 
than the mott formidable monarch 
of the world, had under his orders 
when his power alarmed all Europe; 
and they are informed, that large 
additions to his majefty’s forces were 
made fome time after. They know 
alfo and feel, that they are amongit 
thofe who are taxed tor the mainte- 
nance of an army of upwards of 
feventy thoufand men employed in 
North America; and they = 
that 
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that the uppreffion of no rebellion 
whatever, can be a more near and 
urgent concern ot any government, 
chan the protection of its loyal and 
ufeful fubjects. 

They reprefent that they have 
not been wanting to themfelves, by 
every reprefentation 10 their power, 
and every folicitation to call upon 
his majefty’s minifters for the ne- 
ceflary protection. For though, from 
the duty of their {tation, and their 
high truft, his majefty’s minifters 
ought to have {hewn an anxious and 
provident care of all his majefty’s 
dominions, even if individuals 
through ignorance or want of fore- 
ficht, had neglected their own pri- 
vate intereft in them; yet they hum- 
bly inform the houfe, that many 
trong remonitrances were made on 
this fubject to his majefty’s minitters 
by your petitioners, beginning fo 
early as 1773, and continued to the 
8th of December, 1779; and that 
addretles on the fame were made to 
his majeity by the affembly at Ja- 
maica, as allo a reprefentation of 
the want of men, fhips, ttores, arms, 
ammunition, and of every other 
means for their defence: yet they 
never did at any time receive from 
the faid minifters any anfwers, other 
than excufes on account of the num- 
ber ot thips employed on the Ame- 
nean and home fervice, and certain 
loofe general affurances from which 
they receive little comfort, and 
have reaped no advantage; and 
that even the pofitive aifurances of 
the governor, to the affembly of 
the ifland, of his majefty’s graci- 
ous intention, that the fquadron on 
that ftation fhould be confiderably 
reinforced, have not been fulfilled. 

Your petitioners imoft humbly 
requeft the attention of the houfe to 
their paft and prefent fituations, 
pledging themfelves to prove beyond 
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a doubt, the truth of their allega- 
tions. 

In the mean time your petitioners 
acquaint this honourable houfe, 
that unlefs a ftrong regular force be 
permanently eftablithed in Jamaica, 
during the war, and a confiderable 
fleet ftationed there, they cannot 
think that ifland in a ftate of fecuri- 
ty. This they conceive themfelves 
as Englifhmen bound to lay before 
the reprefentatives of the people of 
Great Britain, humbly claiming 
protection as their undoubted right, 
and looking back with horror at the 
dangers from which (by the fole 
difpofition of the Divine Providence) 
they have efcaped, whilft fundry of 
their fellow fubjects are now obliged 
to proitrate themfelves at the foot of 
the throne of the French king, to 
implore the mercy of that monarch, 
intlead of the protection of their 
natural fovereign. 

Signed by a confiderable num- 
ber of merchants and planters, 
and other perfons interefted in 
the ifland. 





Empre/s of Rufga’s Memorial to the 
states General, 


High and Mighty Lords, 
HE underwritten envoy ex- 
traordinary from her Majetty 
the Emprets of all the Kuffias, has 
the honour to communicate hereby 
a copy ot a declaration, which the 
Emprefs, his fovereign has made to 
the different powers actually at war. 
Your High Mightinefles will une 
doubtedly look upon this communi- 
cation as a particular mark of her 
Imperial Majefty’s attention for this 
republic, equally interetted in the 
reafons which have given rife to 
this declaration. He kas moreover or- 
ders 
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ders to declare in the name of het 
Imperial Majefty, that, as much as 
fhe defires to maintain, during the 
prefent war, the moft perfect neu- 
trality, as much will fhe be jealous 
to maintain, by the mott efficacious 
means, the honour of the Ruffian 
flag, and the fecurity of commerce, 
“a navigation of her fubjects, and 
will not fuffer the leaft infringement 
or moleftation from any of the bel- 
ligerent powers: that, in order to 


avoid, on this occofion, all mifun- 


deritandings, or falfe interpreta- 
tions, her Imperial Majefty has 
thought proper to fpecify, in her de- 
claration, the limits of a free com- 
merce, and what is to be underftood 
by contraband; that if the definition 
of the firft is founded on the moft 
fimple and cicar notions, and fully 
and moft explicitly determined by 
the law of nature, that of the laft is 
taken literally by her Imperial Ma- 
jeily, from the treaty of commerce 
between Rufla and Great Britain ; 
that by thefe means her Imperial 
Majetty provesinconteflibly her good 
faith and impartiality towards all 
partics, and confequently may ex- 
pect that all the other commercial 
powers will be the more expeditious 
to accede to her way of thinking 
concerning the neutrality. 

With thefe views her Imperial 
Majetty has ordered the under-writ- 
ten envoy extraordinary to invite 
your High Mightineiles to make a 
common caufe with her, in fo far as 
this union may ferve to protect coms 
merce and navigation, in obferving 
at the fame time the motft exact 
neutrality, and to fignify unto them 
the meatures her Imperial Majetty 
has taken in confequence thereot. 

The hke invitation has already 
been given to the courts of Co- 


penhagen, of Stockholm, and of 


Liibon, order that, by the united 
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care of all the neutral nraritime 
powers, the navigation of all the 
neutral trading nations may be 
eftablifhed and legalized, and a fyf. 
tem adopted, founded upon juttice, 
and which by its real advantage may 
ferve for rules for future ages, 

The under-written envoy extra- 
ordinary makes not the lealt doube 
that your High Mightineffes will 
take her Imperial Majefty’s invita. 
tion into immediate confideration, 
and that they will concur with her 
in making without delay a declara- 
tion to the belligerent powers, found- 
ed upon the fame principles as thofe 
of her Imperial Majetiy, and that 
they will explain themfelves at the 
fame time concerning the protection 
of their commerce and navigation, 
and of the nature of contraband, con- 
formably to the exprefs terms of 
their particular treaties with the 
other nations, 

The under-written envoy ex- 
traordinary has moreover the honour 
to aflure your High Mightinefles, 
that if, in order toeftablifh upon a 
folid foundation a fyflem as glori- 
OUus as it is advantageous to the wel- 
fare of the navigation in general, they 
fhould be inclined to begin a negott- 
ation with the above mentioned neu- 
tral powers, fo as to eftablifh a par- 
ticular convention on this fubject, 
her Imperial Majefty will be ready 
to take a part in it. 

Your High Mightineffes will 
eafily perceive the neceflity of acce- 
lerating their refolution upon ob- 
jects as important as they are advan- 
tageous to humanity in general: the 
uniler-weitten envoy extraordinary 
bees the favour of a {peedy an- 
{fwer. At the Hague, the 3d of 
April, 1780. 

(Signed) 
Dimirri Prince pe GALLITZINe 
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laration of the Empre/s of Ruf ’ 

™ be Courts of London, of Ver- 
failles and of Madrid. 


HE Emprefs of Ruffia has fo 

well manifeited the fentiments 
of juttice, of equity, and of mode- 
ration, by which fhe 1s animated, 
and has given fuch convincing 
roofs, during the courfe” of the 
war which fhe futtained againft the 
Ortoman Porte, of the itrict regard 
fhe has for the rights of neutrality, 
and the hberty of commerce in gene- 
ral, that fhe may fairly appeal to the 
teitimony of all Europe. ‘I his con- 
fidence, as well as the principles of 
impartiality which fhe has manifett- 
ed during the prefent war, might 
have infpired her with the jutt con- 
fidence, that her fubjects would like- 
wife peaceably enjoy the fruit of 
their induftry, and of the advan- 
tares belonging to all neutral na- 
tions, Experience has however 
proved the contrary:——not thefe 
confiderations, nor the regard due 
and prefcribed by the univerfal law 
of nations, have prevented her Im- 
perial Majetty’s tubjects from being 
often molefted in their navigation, 
and retarded in their operations by 
the fhips and privateers of the bel- 
ligerent powers. 

Thefe vexations offered to the li- 
berty of commerce in general and 
to that of Rutlia in particular, are of 
fuch a nature as to excite the atten- 
tions of fovereigns, and of all neutral 
nations. Her linperial Majetty finds 
herfelf under the oblivation of free- 
ing hericlt therefrom by all means 
compatible with her dignity, and the 
weltare of her fubjects ; but before 
fhe means to come to any {erious 
meafures, and in order fincerely to 
prevent all new mifunderftandings, 
her Imperial Majetty has thought it 
jut aud equitable to expofe to the 

1780. 
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eyes of all Europe, the principles 
which fhe has adopted for her con- 
duct, and which are the moft proper 
to prevent all future difagreement. 
Her Imperial Majefty does this with 
fo much the more confidence, as fhe 
finds thefe principles contained in 
the laws of the primitive people, 
which all nations have a right to 
claim, and which the belligerent 
powers cannot invalidate, without 
violating the laws of neutrality, and 
without difowning the maxims which 
they have adopted themfelves, in 
their different treaties, and public 
engagements. ‘They are contained 
in the following points : 

I, That neutral fhips fhall enjoy a 
free navigation, even from port to 
port, and on the coatts of the belli- 
gerent powers. 

II. That all effects belonging to 
the fubjects of the faid belligerent 
powers, fhall be looked upon as free, 
on board fuch neural fhips, except 
only fuch goods as are ftipulated to 
be contraband. 

I1I, That her Imperial Majetty, 
for the proper underftanding of this, 
refers to the articles X. and XI. of 
her treaty of commerce with Great 
Britain, extending her obligations 
to all the other belligerent powers. 

IV. That in order to cetermine 
what characterizes a port blocked up, 
that denomination fhall not be grant 
ed, but to fuch places, before which 
there are actually a number of ence 
my’s fhips ftationed near enouch, fo 
as to make its entry dangerous. 

V. That theie principles fhall 
ferve as rules in the judicial pro- 
ceedings and fentences upon the le- 
gality of prizes. 

Her Imperial Majefty, in mani- 
feiting thofe principles before all 
Europe, at the fame time declares, 
that the is firmly refolved to main- 
tain them, and in order to proteé& 
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the honour of her flag and the fecu- 
rity of the commerce and navigation 
of her fubjeéts againft whomloever ; 
in confequence whereof fhe has given 
an order to fit out aconfiderable part 
of her naval forcés. ‘This meafure 
has, however, no influence on the 
ftri& and rigorous neutrality which 
her Imperial Majefty is refolved re- 
ligioufly to obferve, and which the 
fhall obferve as long as fhe fhall not 
be provoked and forced to depart 
from thofe principles of moderation 
and pertect impartiality. It is only 
in this extremity that her flect will 
be ordered to act wherever her ho- 
nour, intereft, and neceifity fhall re- 
quire. 

In giving this formal affurance 
with all the tranknefs fo congenial to 
her character, her Imperial Majcfty 
cannot but expeét that the belligerent 
powers, fenfible of the fentiments of 
juttice and equity with which fhe is 
animated, will contribute to the ac- 
complifhment of her falutary views, 
which tend fo manifeitly to the wel- 
fare of all nations, and to the advan- 
tages even of thofe at war; that in 
confequence thereof, they will pro- 
vide their courts of admiralties, their 
otlicers, and commancers, with pro- 
per inftructions analc gois and con- 
tormable to the principies here above 
mentioned, and drawn from the pri- 
mitive code of peoples, and fo otten 
adopted in their own conventions, 

Peterfourgh, Feb. 26, 1780. 

(Signed) CATHARINA. 
And lower, 
By order of her Imperial Majetty, 
(Signed) PANIN. 





Anfrwer of the F ench King to the 
Declaration of the E-mpre/s ef Rufjia, 


HE war in which the King 
finds himfelf engaged, having 


rea ? @ RB. 


no other object than his attachmeng 
to the principles of pertect liberty at 
fea, his Majeity could not but with 
great fatisfaction behold the Emprefs 
of Ruffia adopting the fame princi. 
ples, and atthe tame tune expreff- 
ing a firm refolution to maintain 
them. What her Imperial Majetty 
claims from the belligerent powers, 
1S nothing elle than the rules pres 
feribed to the French navy; the exe. 
cution whercot is maintained with 
an exactitude known and applauded 
by all Europe. 

The treedom of commerce of 
neutral fhips, reftrained only in a 
very few cafes, is the direct refule 
of the law of nature, the fafe euard 
of nations, the relief of even thofe 
who are afflicted by the calamities 
of war. The King has therefore 
been always defirous to procure, not 
only to the fubjects of the Emprefs 
of Ruflia, but alfo to thofe ot all 
other States that have adopted a ftri 
neutrality, the hberty to navigate 
the feas on the fame conditions, as 
are mentioned in the declaration, to 
which his Majefty is hereby giving 
an an{wer. 

The King flattered himfelf with 
having made a great ttep towards the 
general welfare, and with having 
prepared a glorious zra, tor his reign, 
in fixing, by his example, the rights 
which all belligerent powers might, 
and fhould acknowledge, as belong- 
ing to neutral fhips. His hopes 
have not been decreafed, fince the 
Emprefs of Ruflia in adopting the 
ftricteft neutrality, has declared her- 
felt tor the fame fyftem, which the 
King maintains at the price of the 
blood of his _ people; and as the 
claims the fame mghts which his 
Majefty withes to make the tounda- 
tion of a maritime code of law. 

If it were neceflary toiffue French 
orders, that the i. ips of her Imperial 
Mayjeity § 
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Majefty’s fubjects might not be un- 
der any apprehenfion of being in- 
terrupted in their navigation by any 
of the King’s fubjects, his Majetty 
would be very ready to iffue them; 
but the Emprefs ot Rufha will un- 
doubtedly rely upon his Majetty’s 
difpotitions, which are contained in 
the different regulations that have 
been publifhed. They do not de- 
pend upon circumttances; they are 
founded upon the law of nations ; 
and they are becoming a prince who 
is happy enough to find always in the 
general protperity, the meature ot 
that of his kingdom. The King 
only wifhes, that her Imperial Ma- 
jefty would more explicitly fix the 
nature of merchandizes, which fhall 
be reputed contraband in times of 
war, and give more precife rules 
for the form of clearances and other 
apers wherewith the Ruffian fhips 
{hall be provided. 

With this precaution, his Maje- 
fty is well aflured, that no accident 
whatever will happen, which might 
make him repent, to have rendered, 
as much as lay in his power, the 
condition of the Ruffian navigators 
as advantageous as it is poflible in 
tune of war. Other happy circum- 
ftances have already convinced both 
courts at feveral times, of what 
coniequence it is to explain them- 
felves with franknefs and fincerity 
upon their re{pective interetts. 

The King is happy in having an 
opportunity to exprefs to her Im- 
perial Mayefty, his fentiments upon 
a point fo interefting to Ruffia, and 
all the commercial powers of Europe. 
And he applauds the more fincerely 
the principles and views which direct 
the Emprefs of Ruffia, as his Ma- 
jelty takes part in the fentiments and 
motives which have engaged that 
princets to adopt meafures, from 
Which folid advantages will undoubt- 
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edly refult, not only to her fubjects, 
but alfo to all nations. 


Verfailles, April 25th, 1780. 





Anfwer of his Britannic Majefty to 
the Declaration of the Emprefi of 
Rufia. 


URING the courfe of the 

war, wherein his Britannic 
Majefty finds himfelf engaged, 
through the unprovoked aggreflion 
of France and Spain, he hath con- 
ftantly manitefted his fentiments of 
juftice, equity, and moderation, in 
every part of his conduct. His Ma- 
jefty hath acted towards friendly and 
neutral powers according to their 
own procedure refpecting Great Bri- 
tain, and conformable to the cleareft 
principles generally acknowledged 
as the laws of nations, being the 
only law between powers where no 
treaties fubfift, and agreeably to the 
tenor of his different engagements 
with other powers, thole engage- 
ments have altered this primitive 
law, by mutual ftipulations pro- 
portioned to the will and conveni- 
ence of the contracting parties. 

Strongly attached to her Majefty 
of all the Kuffias, by the tie of re- 
ciprocal friend{hip and common in- 
terelt, the King, from the com- 
mencement of thofe troubles, gave 
the moft precife orders refpecting 
the flag of her Imperial Majefty, 
and the commerce of her (ubjects, 
agreeable to the laws of nations, and 
the tenor of the engagements ftipu- 
lated by his treaty of commerce 
with her, and to which he fhall ad- 
here with the moft {crupulous exa_t- 
nefs. 

The orders to this intent have 
been renewed, and the utmott care 
will be taken for their ftricteft exc- 
cution. 


(H_ 2) It 
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Ir may be prefu ymed, that not the 
leatt irregu' arity will happen; but 
in cafe anyit ifangem ent, contrary to 
thefe repeated orders t: ake place, the 
courts of admiralty, which in this, 
like all other countries, are eftablith- 
ed to take cognizance ot fuch mat- 
ters, and in all cafes do yn de folely 
by the laws ol mation , an d by the 
{yx cific ft1) yulations of ditterent trea- 
ties, will S arafs every hardfhip in 
fo equitable a manner, that her lin- 
perial Majeity fhall be perfectly fa- 
tisfied, and ai knowled; ea like tpirit 
of juftice which the herielt potiefies. 


“7 wy tion of the K a4 of Denmark 


iA WAV, fo the Conmrirs of Lon- 
1 Matrid. 


~ 
. 
a 
. 
my 


F the mott exact and perfect 
neutralitv, with the moft recu- 
lar navigation, and the moit in- 
violable retpect to treaties, could 
have kept tree the commerce ot the 
fubjieéts of the king ot Denmark 


and Norway, from the inroads of 


the powers with whom he is at 
peace, free and in pe ndent 9 it 
woukl not be necefTa: " to take mea- 
fures to infure to! tub; cts that 
liberty te » which they have the motft 
Incontrovertible ing 
of Denmark has always founded his 
» abd hie ores 
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eftecm and con 
ple. It has been his rule, trom the 
be inning of hi reien, to teitity to 


aii the powers, fis friends, a conaquct 


‘peri, 1} ‘Y eh, 
cur, Upon The 


nee of other peo- 


the mott capable ot convincing them 
of his pacific intentions, and of his 
defire to contribute to the general 
happineis of Europe. His proceed- 
ings have always been contormable 
to thele prince we againit which 
nothing can be alledved; he has not, 
till now, addreffed himfelf, but to 
the powers at war, to obtain a re- 
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drefs of his griefs: and he ne: 


& . . Nery - 
Wanted moccration in his 
: } week ‘ 
nor acknowledements wher thew 
have received the { ccefs they de 
ferved: but the neutral nayie . 
. i 


has been too often molettec 
Moi mnocent commerce of his i} 


jects too trequenth roubled: fothar 
he Ki , * : a aoe Sia 
the Ing finds himielf oblicea ty 
. he s af 
take proper mealures to aflure to 
himfelf and his allies. the lutety of 
commerce and navication, and the 
n it! re! CE ‘ - ve ‘* ) hve 
.1 ss } : 4 
ot hoerty and incependence. Jf the 
Cuties of neutrality are fucred. the 
law of nations has al‘ its riehes . 
yvowcru UV all sm intial: Wwe » Clhiade 
rowed by it 
lithed by cuilom, and tou 
equity and realc: . A a tl Ul- 
prenent and neuter, dees not Jofe by 
the War of oft hers t! ! hts which | 


had betore the War, Hecauie peace 
exiits between her and all the ! 


gerent powers. \\ithout rec M 
or being mag tullow the laws 
of either of them, fhe is allowed to 
follow, in all places (contraband exe 


cepted) the trailic which fhe would 
have a right to do, it pe ‘ace exited 
with all - mane, “as xifts with her, 
The Kin y pretenc bis to nothing be- 
yond w 44 the neutral v ablows him, 
This } 1S his rr ule, all d thi t of his pros 
Pies and the King cannot ace rd t 
e principle, that @ power at war 


aright to interrupt the commerce ot 


. 


his tub’ ects. He thinks it due to 
himielt, and his fubjects, tanhtul 
obiervers of thefe rules, and to the 
mowers at war themfelves, to declare 
to them the following principles, 
which he has always hel id, and which 
he will always avow @ad maintain, 
in concert with the Emprefs of all 
the Kuilias, whote fentiments he 
finds entirely con formable with his 
own. 

I. That neutral veffels have a right 
to na\ gace tr_ely trom ae top 
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eren on the coatts of the powers at 
war. .* ~ 1 ~ 9 * QD 
1. That the effects of the fudyects 
of the powers at war fhall be tree tm 
-veflels, except fuch as are 


* ) ii \ , 
deemed contraba 

iti, That nothing 1s to be under- 
Foy r the cenomimations of 


: - 4 ° 

that js not expreiily 
. . ° . y , . ae 
das iuch in the third article 
ot his treatv Of Conmneree with Great 
D ifa ! nm rne wear 1070, and the 
s ot his treaty 


merce with France, in the 


; 
year 17423 Nn ithe king will e jually 
maintain theic rules with thote pow- 
ers with wh mM hie has no treatv. 

IV. That he will look upon that 
as a fort blocked up,-into which no 
velicl cum enter without evident 
rer, wccount of veilels of war 
Seroned there, which torm an et- 
fectual blockade. 

V. That thefe principles ferve for 
rules in procedure, and that juttice 
(hail be expeditiouily rendered, after 
the rules of the fea, contormably to 
treatv ana ulage ree ‘"ived. 

Vi. His Majetty does not hefitate 
to declare that he will maintain thete 
principles with the honour of his 
tag, ang the liberty and indepen- 
dence of the commerce and naviga- 
tion of his fubsects; and that it is 
tor this purpoie he has armed a part 
of his navy, although he is defirous 
to prelerve, with all the powers at 
War, not only a good underftanding, 
b it all the triendihip which the neu- 
trality can admit of. The King will 
never recede trom thefe principles, 
unleis he is forced toit; he knows 
the duties and the obligations, he 
reipects them as he does his treaties, 
and detires no other than to main- 
tainthem. His Majefty is perfuad- 
ed, that the belligerent powers will 
acknowledge the juftice of his mo- 


Gves ; that they will be as averie as 
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himfelf to doing any thing that may 
opprets the liberties of mankind, and 
that they will give their orders to 
their admiralty and to their officers, 
contormably to the principles above 
recited, which tend to the reneral 
happinefs and intereft of all Europe. 
Copenhagen, July 8, 1780. 





De. lar ation of the K?» 4 of S:veden f0 
ine jar é Co ‘ris. 


VER fince the beginning of 
4 the prefent war, the King has 
taken particular care to manifett his 
intentions to all Rurope. He im- 
poted unto himielf the law of a per- 
tect neutrality; he fulfilled all the 
duties thereof, with the molt feru- 
pulous exactitude; and in confe- 
quence thereof, he thought himfelf 
entitled to all the prerogatives na- 
turally appertaining to the qualifi- 
cation of a fovercign perfectly neu- 
ter. But nocwithitanding this, his 
commercial fubjects have been 
obliged. to claim his protection, 
and his Majeity has found himtelf 
under the necetlity to grant it to 
them. 

To effect this, the King ordered 
lait year a certain number of men of 
war to be fitted out. He employed 
a part thereof on the coaits of his 
kinedom, and the reit ferved as con- 
voys for the Swedifh merchant fhips 
in the different feas which the com- 
merce of his fubjetts required them 
to navigate. He acquainted the fe- 
veral belligerent powers with thefe 
meafures, and was preparing to con- 
tinue-the fame during the courfe of 
this year, when other courts, who 
had likewife adopted a perfect. neu- 
trality, communicated their fenti- 
ments unto him, which the King 
found entirely contormable to his 
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own, and tending to the fame obje¢t. 

The Emprefs of Ruffia caufed a 
declaration to be delivered to the 
courts of London, Verfailles, and 
Madrid, in which fhe acquainted 
them of her refolution to protect the 
commerce of her fubjeéts, and to de- 
fend the univerial rights and prero- 
gatives of neutral nations. This de- 
claration was founded upon fuch 
juft principles of the law of nations 
and the fublifting treaties, that it 
was impoffible to call them into 
queftion. The king found them 
entirely concordant with his own 
caufe, and with the treaty concluded 
in the year 1666, between Sweden 
and France; and his Majefty could 
not forbear to acknowledge and to 
adopt the fame principles, not only 
with regard to thofe powers, with 
whom the faid treaties are in force, 
but alfo with regard to fuch others 
as are already engaged in the prefent 
war, or may be involved therein 
hereafter, and with whom the king 
has no treaties to reclaim. It is the 
univerfal law, and when there are 
no particular engagements exifting, 
it becomes obligatory upon all na- 
tions, 

In confequence thereof, the king 
declares hereby again, * That he 
will obferve the fame neutrality, and 
with the fame exactitude as he has 
hitherto done. He will enjoin all 
his fubjeéts, under rigorous pains, 
not to act in any manner whatever 
contrary to the duties which a ftrict 
neutrality impofes unto them; but 
he will effectually protect their law- 
ful commerce, by all poflible means, 
whenever they carry on the fame, 
conformably to the principles here 
above mentioned.” 





Lixplanation which the Court of Swe- 
den bas demanded, relative to the 
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Propofal which the Court of Rufia 
has made for the reciprocal Bose 
tection and Navigation of their 
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I. OW and in what manner 
a reciprocal protection and 
mutual affiftance fhall be civen ? 

If, Whether each particular power 
fhail be obliged to protect the vene- 
ral commerce ot the whole, or if in 
the mean time it may employ a part 
of its armament in the protection of 
its own particular commerce ? 

III. It feveral of thefe combined 
fquadrons fhould meet, or, for ex- 
ample, one or more of their vedlels, 
what fhall be the rule of their con. 
duct towards each other, and how 
far fhall the neutral protection ex. 
tend ? 

IV. It feems effential to apree 
upon the manner in which repre: 
fentations fhall be made to the powers 
at war, if, notwithitanding our mea- 
fures, their fhips of war, or armed 
veflels, fhould continue to interrupt 
our commerce in any maaner. Mut 
thefe remonftrances be made in the 
general name of the united powers, 
or fhall each particular power plead 
its own caufe only ? 

V. Laftly, it appears effentially 
neceflary to provide againft this pofli- 
ble event, where one ot the united 
powers {ceing itfelf driven to extre- 
mities endl aan of the powers ac- 
tually at war, fhould claim the af- 
fiftance of the allies in this Con- 
vention to do her juftice; in what 
manner can this be beft concerted ? 
A circumftance which equally re- 

uires a ftipulation, that the repri- 
dls in that cafe fall not be at the 
will of fuch party injured, but that 
the common voice fhall decide: 
otherwife an individual power might 
at its pleafure draw the reft againtt 
their inclinations and interefts into 
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difagreeable extremities, or break 
the whole league, and reduce mat- 
ters into their original ftate, which 
would render the whole fruitlefs and 


of no cfiect. 





Anfwer of / ¢ Court of Ruffia. 


L § to the manner in which 

protection and mutual af- 
fiftance fhall be granted, it must be 
fettied by a tormer convention, to 
which all the neutral powers will be 
invited, the principal end of which 
is, to infure a tree navigation to the 
merchant fhips otf all nations. 
Whenever fuch veflel fhall have 
proved from its papers that it carries 
no contraband goods, the protection 
of a fquadron, or vellels of war fhall 
be granted her, under whofe care 
fhe {hall put hertelf, and which fhall 
prevent her being interrupted. 
From hence it follows: 

Il. That each power muft concur 
in the general {vcurity of commerce. 
In the mean time, the better to ac- 
complith this objeét, it will be ne- 
ceflary to fettle, by means of a fe- 
parate article, the places and dif- 
tances which may be judged proper 
for the ftation ofeach power. From 
that method will arife this advan- 
tage, that all the {quadrons of the 
allies will form a kind of chain, and 
be able to affift each other; the 
particular arrangement to be con- 
fined only to the knowledge of the 
allies, though the convention in all 
other points, will be communicated 
to the powers at war, accompanied 
with all the protettations of a ftrict 
neutrality. 

Ail, It is undoubtedly the prin- 
ciple of a pertect equality, which 
muft regulate this point. We fhall 
follow the common mode with re- 
gard to fafety. In cafe the fqua- 
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drons fhould meet and engage, the 
commanders will conform to the 
ufages of the fea fervice, becaufe, 
as is obferved above, the reciprocal 
protection, under thefe conditions, 
fhould be unlimited. 

IV. It feems expedient that the 
reprefentations mentioned in this 
article be made by the party ag- 
grieved; and that the minifters of 
the other contederate powers iupport 
thoie remonitrances in the modt for- 
cible and efficacious manner. 

V. We feel all the importance 
of this confideration; and, to ren- 
der it clear, it is neceflary to diftin- 
guifh the cafe. 

If any one of the allied powers 
fhould fuffer itfelf to be drawn in by 
motives contrary to the eftablifhed 
principles of a neutrality and perted 
impartiality, fhould injure its laws, 
or extend their bounds, it cannot 
certainly be expected that the others 
fhould efpoufe the quarrel; on the 
contrary, fuch a conduct would be 
deemed an abandoning the ties 
which unite them. But if the in- 
{ult offered to one of the allies fhould 
be hoftile to the principles adopted 
and announced in the face of all 
Europe, or fhould be marked with 
the character of hatred and animo- 
fity, infpired by refentment, thefe 
common meafures of the confedera- 
eh which have no other tendency 
than to make, in a precife and irre 
vocable manner, laws for the liber- 
ty of commerce, and the rights of 
every neutral nation, then it {hall be 
held indefpenfable for the united 

owers to make a common caufe of 
it (at fea only) without its being a 
ground-work for other operations, 
as thefe connexions are purcly ma- 
ritime, having no other object than 
naval commerce and navigation, 

From all that is faid above, it 
evidently refults, that the common 
(H 4) will 
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will of all, founded upon the prin- 
ciples admitted and a ye by the 
contracting parties muit alone de- 
cide, and that it will always be the 
fixed bafis of the conduct and ope- 
rations of this union. Finally, we 
fhail obferve, that thefe conven- 
tions fuppofe no other naval arma- 
ment than what fhall be conformable 
to circumftances, according as thofe 
fall render them neceffary, or as 
may be ayreed. It is probable that 
this agreement, once ratified and 
eftablithed, will be of the greatett 
co; fequence: and that the bellige- 
rent powers will find in it fufficient 
motives to pertuade them to refpect 
the neutral flag, and prevent their 
provoking the refentment of a re- 
ipectable communion, founded un- 
d. r the auipices of the moft evident 


yuttice, and the fole idea of which 1s 


received with the univerfal applaufe 
of all impartial hurope. 





Memorial prefented to the States-Ge- 
neral by Sir Fofes h Yorke. 


His } and jd Lighty Lor. ; &5"¢, 


6 HE hing, my mafter, has, 

during the whole courte ot 
his reign, manifetted the ftrongett 
defire of maintaining the union that 
has fubfitted for above a century 
berween him and this republic. 
This union refts on the firm batfis 
of reciprocal intereft; and, as it 
ever was known to contribute great- 
ly to the advantage of both nations, 
their natural enemy has fet to work 
all the engines of politics to deftroy 
t.—For fome stime fuch attempts 
have met with but too great a fuc- 
ceils, being countenanced by a faction 
that wifhes to rule over the whole 
republic, and is ever ready to fa- 
erifice- the public good to its own 
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private views. His majefty fees 
with no lefs furprize than cone, m, 
the little regard that has been hi. 
therto paid to his reiterated claign of 
the affittance ftipulated by treaties 
and to the remonftrances made ™ 
his ambaflador, on the daily in. 
fractions of the moft folemn eny 
ments. 

“ The king’s moderation hag ine 
duced his mayefly to look upon the 
conduct of your High Mightinefies, 
as the working of a predominant ca- 
bal, and is ftill perfuaded that your 
wifdom and juftice will direct you 
to fulhl your engagements t wards 
him, and to fhew by all the tenour 
of your future conduct, that you are 
determined to purtue with vigour 
the plan fet on toot by the wifdom 
of your anceftors; the only one that 
can fecure the fafety and glory of 
the republic. 

* The anfwer your High Migh- 
tinciles will be pleated to return fo 
the following declaration, which 
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the underwritten now prefents by: 


exprefs command of his court, will 
prove the touchftone of your inten- 
tions and fentiments towards his 
majefty. 

‘* For a long time paft his ma- 
jefty has had numberlefs furmifes of 
the dangerous defigns hatched by 
an unbridled faétion; but the pa- 
pers of the Sieur Laurens, calling 
himielf prefident of the pretented 
Congrefs, have led to the difcovery 
of a plot unprecedented in the ane 
nals of the republic. It appears by 
the papers alluded to, that the 
{tates of Amfterdam have entered 
into a clandeftine correfpondence 
with the American rebels, fo early 
as the month of Augutt, 1775; 
that inftru¢tions and powcrs have 
been given by them, tor the pur- 
pofe of entering into a treaty of in 
diflaluble friendfhip with the faid 
rebels, 
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rebels, natural fubjects of a fove- 
ey whom the republ:c is join- 
Tein itr ies of friendfhip 
ed by the {tri¢teft ties of frien P- 
The authors ot this plot do not pre- 
tend to deny It. ‘They, on the con- 
trary, avow and labour, though in 
vain, to jultify at. In thefe cir- 
cumttances, the king, relying on 
the equity of your High Mighti- 
neffes, require that fo irregular 2 
conduct may be formally difavowed, 
as it is no lefs contrary to your moit 
facred engagements than repugnant 
to the Dutch conftitution. ‘The 
king farther infits on fpeedy fatis- 
faction, adequate to the ollence, 
and the examplary punifhment of 
the penfionary Van Berkel and his 
accomplices, as difturbers of the 
public peace, and violators of the 
rights of nations. His majetty 
fiatters himielf that the anfwer of 
vou High Mightinefies will be {pee- 
dy, and to the purpofe in every re- 
fpect: but it the contrary fhould be 
the cafe, and your Hligh Mightinel- 
fes fhould rvetule to comply with fo 
juit a requett, or endeavour to pals 
it over in filence, which will be 
deemed as a denial, the king cannot 
but look on the’ whole republic as 
approving of mifdeeds, which they 
would reftufe to dilavow or punifh;> 
andin fuch a cafe his majeity will 
think himtelf obliged to take fuch 
fteps as become his dignity, and the 
interett of his fubjeéts. 

Written at the Hague, Nov. 10, 
1780, 

Le Cuevarier Yorke.” 





Treaty of Amity and Commerce be- 
tween the Republic of Holland and 
the United States of America. 


te preamble recites, that 
the faid contracting ftates of 


Holland and America, wifhing to 
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eftablith a treaty of commerce, have 
refolved to fix it on the batis of a 
perfect equality, and the reciprocal 
utility arifing from the equitable 
laws of a free trade; provided thut 
the contracting parties fhall be at 
liberty to admit, as they think good, 
other nations to partake of the ad- 
vantages ariling trom che faid trade. 
Actuated by the above equitable 
principles, the forementioned con- 
tradK ting parties have agreed on the 
tollowing articles. | 

Art. 1. ‘There thall be a perma- 
nent, unalterable, and univertal peace 
and amity, eftablifhed berween their 
High Mightinefles the Seven Pro- 
vinces of Holland, and the united 
States of North America; as well 
as between their reipective fubjedts, 
iflands, towns and territories, fitu. 
ate under the juriidiction of the re- 
{fpective {tates above mentioned, and 
their inhabitants, without any dile 
tinction whatloever, of perfons or 
lexes. 

Il. The fubjeéts of the united 
provinces of Holland thall be liable 
only to fuch duties as are paid by 
the natives and inhabitants of North 
America, in all the countries, ports, 
iflands, and towns belonying to the 
faid ftates; and fhall enjoy the 
rights, liberties, privileges, immu- 
nitics and exemption in their trade 
and navigation, common to the faid 
natives and inhabitants, when the 
fubjects of Holland fhall have oc. 
cafion to pals from one American 
{tate to another, as well as when 
bound from thence to any part of 
the world. 

Ill. The privileges, &c. granted 
by the foregoing article tothe -tates 
of Holland, are, by the prefent, 
confirmed to the inhabitants of 
North America. 

IV. The refpective fubjeéts of the 
contracting parties, as well as the 
inhabitants of the counties, illands, 
or 
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or towns belonging to the faid par- 
ties, fhall be at liberty, without 
producing a writteu permiflion, 
private or public pats, to travel by 
land or water, or in whatever man- 
ner they think beft, through the 
kingdoms, territories, provinces, &c. 
or dominions whatever, of cither of 
the confederated ftates, to have 
their free egrefs and regrefs, to re- 
main in the faid places, and during 
the whole time be at liberty to pur- 
chafe every thing neceflary to their 
own fubfiftence and ule; they hail 
alfo be treated with every mark ot re- 
ciprocal friendfhipandiavour. Pro- 
vided neverthelefs, that in every 
circumftance they demean_ them- 
felves in perfect conformity with 
the laws, ftatutes, and ordinances of 
thofe faid kingdoms, towns, &c. 
where they may fojourn; treating 
each other with mutual friendfhip, 
and keeping up among themfelves 
the moft perfect harmony, by means 
of a conftant corre{pondencce. 

V. The fubjects of the contracting 
powers, and the inhabitants of all 
places belonging to the faid powers, 
fhall be at liberty to carry their thips 
and goods (fuch as are not forbidden 
by the law of the refpective ftates) 
into all ports, places, &c. belonging, 
or tarry, without any limitation of 
time: to hire whole houfes, or in 
part, to buy and purchafe trom the 
manufacturer or retailer, either in 
the public markets, fairs, &c. all 
forts of goods and merchandize not 
forbidden by any particular law; 
to open warchoufes for the fale of 
goods and effects imported from other 

arts: nor fhall they be at any time 
orced, againft their confents, to bring 
the faid goods and wares to the mar- 
kets and fairs; provided, neverthe- 
lefs, that they do not difpofe of them 
by retail, or elfewhere: they fhall 
not, however, be liable to any tax 
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or duties, on this or any other ac 
count, except thofe only which are 
to be paid for their thips or goods 
according to the laws and cuftoms of 
the refpective ftates, and at the rate 
{tipulated by the prelenttreaty, More. 
over, they thall be entirely at liberty 
to depart, without the leait bind. 
rance, (this extends allo to their 
wives, children, and fuch fervants 
who may be defirous to follow their 
maiter) and to take with them all 
goods, bought orimportedatany time; 
and for fuch places as they may think 
proper, by land, or fea, or rivers, or 
lakes; all privileges, laws, concef. 
fions, immunities, &c. to the con- 
trary notwithitanding. 

VI. In regard to religious wor. 
fhip, the moit unbounded liberty 
fhall be granted to the fubjects of the 
faid contederate ftates, for them. 
felves and tamilies. They fhall not be 
compelled to trequent the churches, 
&e. but fhall have full liberty to 
perform divine fervice, after their 
own manner, without any moletta- 
tion in cither church or chapel, or 
private houles (apertis foribus) It is 
farther provided, that any tubject of 
one of the contracting powers dying, 
in any place belonging to the other, 
fhall be interred in decent and con- 
venient places, allotted for that pur- 
pofe, and, in fine, that no infule 
fhall, at any time, or in any manner 
whatever, be ofiered to the dead or 
interred bodies. 

VII. It is farther agreed and 
fettled, that in all duties, impotts, 
taxes, &c. laid on goods, perions, 
merchandize, &c. of each and every 
fubject of the contracting powers, 
under any denomination whatfoever, 
the faid fubjects, inhabitants, &c- 
fhall enjoy equal privileges, fran 
chifes, immunities, either in the 
courts of juftice, and in every mate 
ter of trade, commerce, or any other 
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cafe, and fhall be treated with the 


fame favour and diftinction hitherto 
eranted, OT hereafter to be granted 
to any foreign nation whatloever 

VII. Their High Mightineffes, 
the States General of the Seven 
United Provinces, {hall ufe the moft 
eficacious means 1n their power, to 

rote t the fhips and gods belong- 

ing toany of the United States of 
America, be they private or public 
property, when 1n the ports, roads, 
or feas adjoining the faid iflands, &c. 
bel ging to their faid High Mig hti- 
nefles, and to ufe all their endeavours 
to bring about a reftitution to be 
made to the owners, or their agents, 
of all veflels and goods captured 
within their jurifdiction ; and the 
fhips of war belonging to their faid 
High Mightineffes, fhall take under 
their protection, and convoy the {hips 
belonging to the faid American 
States, or any of the fubje¢ts or in- 
habirants thereof, following the fame 
courte, and defend the faid fhips as 
long as they fail in company, againit 
all attacks, violence, or oppreffion, 
in like manner as they are in duty 
bound to defend the fhips of their 
High Mightineffes the Seven United 
Provinces of Holland. 

IX. By this article, the fame ob- 
ligation is laid on the American 
States, in favour of the fhipping, &c. 
belonging to thofe of Holland. 

X. Their High Mightineffes the 
States of Holland fhall interpofe, and 
employ their good offices in favour 
of the faid American States, their 
fubjeéts and inhabitants, with the 
Emperor of Morocco, the Regencies 
of Algiers, Tunis and Tripoli, and 
all along the coaft of Barbary and 
Africa, and with the fubjeéts of the 
es that the fhips, &c. of 
the faid American States, be as much 
as poffible, and to the beft advan- 
tage, protected againft the violences, 
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infults, depredations, &c. of the 
abovetaid princes and fubjeéts on the 
coaft of Barbary and Africa. 

XI. It fhall be permitted and 
granted to each and every fubje& 
and inhabitant of the contraétin 
powers, to leave, bequeath, or dif 
pofe of, in cafe of ticknefs, or at 
their death, all effects, goods, mer- 
chandifes, ready money, &c. being 
their property, at or before their de- 
ceafe, in any town, ifland, &c. be- 
longing to the refpective contracting 
powers, in favour of fuch perfon or 
perfons, as they may think proper. 
Moreover, whether the faid fabreets 
fhould die after having made fuch 
wills, or inteftate, their lawful heirs, 
executors, or adminiftrators, dwell- 
ing in any part of the poffeffions of 
the contracting powers, or aliens 
coming trom other countries, fhall 
be at hberty, without hindrance or 
delay, to claim, and take poffeffion 
of all fuch goods and effects, con- 
formably to the refpective laws of 
each country. Nor fhall their righe 
be difputed, under pretence of any 
prerogative, peculiar to any feparate 
province, or perfon whatfoever, Proe 
vided, neverthelefs, that the claim 
to the effects of a perfon who died 
inteftate, be fupported by fuch proofs 
as the laws of cither of the contraét- 
ing powers have provided in fuch 
cales; all laws, ftatutes, edicts, droits 
a’ Aubine, &c. to the contrary note 
withftanding. 

X11. The effeéts and property of 
the fubjeéts of either of the con- 
tracting powers, dying in any town, 
ifland, &c. belonging to the other, 
fhall be fequettered for the ufe of the 
lawful heirs and fucceffors of the de- 
ceafed. The council, or public mi- 
nifter*of the nation, to which the 
perfon thus dying belonged, fhall 
take an inventory of all fuch Foods, 
effects, papers, writings, and - 
o 
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of accounts of the deceafed. The 
faid inventory to be delivered into 
the hands of three merchants of 
known and approved integrity, who 
fhall be nominated tor the purp te of 
acting as truftees to the heirs, execu- 
tors, &c. orcreditors of the deceafed : 
nor dhall any court of judicature in- 
tericic, untefs the faid heirs, &c. 


fhould req uite it in the due courile ot 


law. 


XIII. The refpective fubjects of 


thee muacting parlies, fall be at 
liberty to choole tor themfeives ad- 
Vocuics, attormies, notaries, folici- 
tors, and agents; to this end, that 
fuch advocates, &c. fhail by the 
judges ot the courts aforefaid. be 
called in, if the faid judges thould, 
by the parties, be required fo to do. 

XIV. ‘The merchants, command- 
ers, Or owners of fhips, fuilors of 
every denomination, thips or veiiels, 
ctlee's, and goods in general, be- 
longing to either party, or any of 
its fubyecis or inhabitants, fliall, at no 
time, forany private or public pur- 
pole, by virtue of any edict what- 
foever, be taken, or detained in the 
countries, ports, iflands, Ac. belong- 
Ing to ether ot the contracting pare 
ties, tobe employed in the fersice, to 
forward miliary expeditions, or any 
other purpole; and much lefs for tne 
private ufe ot any one, by violence, 
or other means made ufe of to mo- 
leit or mnfule the faid fubjects. It is 
farther thrictly forbidden to the faid 
fubjects, on both fides, not to take 
away, violently, the property of each 
other; but, the conient of the pro- 
prictor once obtained, they fhall be 
at liberty to purchafe, paying ready 
mioney forthe fame. ‘This article, 
however is not to be underitood as 
extending to fuch ca‘es, whefe the 
feizure fhail be made, or the em- 
bargo laid by the authority of the 
legillative power tor debts incurred, 
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or crimes committed, which fall be 
tried by the due courfe of law, 

XV. It is farther provided and 
agreed, that all merchants, com. 
manders of flips, and other fabiec: 
belonging totheir Hieh Mic hrins 
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the States of the seven Uni “d Pro. 
vinces, fhall regulate their private af 
fairs by themielves, or by fuch q: od 
as they may chule, in all and every 


place within the jurifdiction of the 
United States of America: nor fh ll 
they be compelled to emp! 
any interpreter or brok 


1." , . 
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as thev think fit to app int, Vlore 
over, in the lading, or unladin« of 
fhips, the matters thall not be « { liped 
to employ perions appointed tor that 
purpote, by public authority : but 


flhall be at tull liberty to.do rr them- 
felves, or callin the atiiftance ot any 
one they fliall chufe, without bei 
hable to pay any fee or retribution 
to any bodyelfe. Neither that] they 
be compelled to land any parti uiat 
merchandize, to put them on board 
other flips, to take others on board 
their own, without their tree cone 
fent; orto remain laden longer than 
they fhall think proper. ‘The fub- 
jects and whabitants of the United 
States of America, thall tully enjoy 
the fame privileges an all the domie 
nions ot the States of bHiolland. 
XVI. In cafe any difpute or cons 
troverfy fhould arnie between the 
mafter of a fhip and his crew, b 
longing to one of the two nations, 
and. then in any port within the do- 
minions of the other, concerning 
the payment of wages, or any other 
matter to be dunoniond by the civil 
law, the magiltrate of fuch rey or 
place, fhall only require the dete: 
ant to deliver to the penne, . de- 
claration under his hand, and wit- 
nefled by the faid magiitrate; by 
which, the faid defendant fhall bir nd 


himfelf to appear, and antwer the 
coll} bail nt 
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aint laid againtt him, before a 
competent judge in his own ae 
This being done, the faid crew fha 
not be permitted to leave ~ fhip, or 
revent the matter from following his 
courte. The merchants of either na- 
tion fhall be authorifed to keep their 
books in what lang uage and manner 
they may think bet, without the 
leat hindrance or moleftstion. But, 
in cate it fhould be neceilary, in or- 
der to fettle a point of law, tor them 
to produce their books, they {hail 
bring them into court for exaninae 
tion; in fuch a manner, however, 
that neither the judge, nor any one 
elfe, whatfoever, fhail be permitted 
to perufe any article im the faid 
hooks, but fuch as may be abfolute- 
ly neceflary to afcertain the authen- 
ticity and ree ulariy ot the faid books. 
Nor fhall any one, under any pre- 
tence whatever prefume to force the 
fuid books and writings from the 
owners, Or detain them: cafes of 
bankruptcy alone excepted. 

XVil. The fhips of either ne tion, 
bound to the refpective ports, fhall, 
upon a jut caufe of being fufpected, 
either in regard to their deitination 
or their cargoes, be obliged to pro- 
duce, either at fea, in the roads, or 
ports, not only their paffports, but 
aifo certificates, witnefling thar the 
goods thev have on board are not 
prohibited by the refpective laws. 

XVIII. If, upon fuch certificates 
being produced, the examining party 
fhould difcover that fome of the 
goods mentioned in the bills of lad- 
ing are prohibited by thie treaty, or 
bound to fome port belonging to 
theenemy; in fuch cafe it fhall not 
be lawtul to break into any part of 
the fhip, or force any trunk, boxes, 
barrels, &c. nor even to diiplace any 
part of the cargoes (whether fuch 
flip belongs to Hoiiand or Ame- 
Mea) to come at the fad goods, 
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which are not in any Ways to be 
fearched until they are landed in 
prefence of fome officers of the ad- 
miralty-court, who fhallentera verbal 
proces aboutthem. Nor fhall it be 
permitted to tell, exchange, or adule 
terate the faid goods in any wife, till 
the law fhall have taken its courfe, 
and the matter be determined by the 
fentence of the refpeétive admiralty. 
courts, pronouncing them feizable: 
the fhip and other parts of the cargo 
not prohibited by the treaty, fhall 
not be detained, under the pretence 
of part of the lading being condemn- 
ed, and much lefs contifcated as law- 
ful prizes. But, in cafe part of the 
cargo fhould confiit of the faid pro- 
hibited goods, and the matter of the 
fhip thall confent to deliver them up 
immediately, then the captor, hav- 
ing taken out of the faid fhip the 
prohibited goods, fhall permit the 
matter to continue his courfe to the 
place of his deftination: yet, if all 
the prohibited goods could not be 
taken on board the captor, the latter 
fall, notwithitandine the matter’s 
free tender of the faid goods, bring 
the former into the neareft port, 
where it fhall be produced in mans 
ner aforefaid, 

XIX. It is agreed on the contfary, 
that all effects, &c. of any fubjeét 
of either ftate, found on any fhip 
taken trom an enemy, fuch effects, 
&e, though they be not prohibited 
by any article of this treaty, fhall 
be confidered as lawful prize, and 
be difpofed of as if they belonged 
to the enemy: (except only in cafe 
the war fhould not have been pros 
claimed, or not come to the know- 
ledze of the proprietors of the fuid 
effects, &c.) which, in fuch cafes 
only, fhall not be lable to be con- 
tiicated, but be immediately return- 
ed to the owners without any delay, 
upon their making good their claim; 
provided 
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provided, neverthelefs, that the faid 
goods are not of the kind which are 

rohibited; nor will it be lawful to 
hip them afterwards, for any of the 
enemy’s ports: the two contracting 
parties agreeing, moreover, that fix 
months, from the date of a declara- 
tion of war, will be confidered as 
a fufficient notice to the fubjects of 
either State, whatever quarter of the 
world they may come from. 

XX. In order to provide farther 
for the fafety of the fibjeéts on both 
fides, that neither of the parties may 
be annoyed by the armed fhips or 
privatecrs belonging to the other, 
during the courfe of a war, parti- 
cular injuctions fhall be laid upon 
the commanders of fhips and pri- 
vateers, &c. &c. to the refpective 
fubjects of the contracting powers, 
not to vex or offer any moleftation 
to any one of them; and, in cafe 
of failure herein, the offending party 
fhall be punifhed, and compelled to 
make good the damage, their per- 
fons and fortunes anfwering for the 
fame. 

XXI. All fhips and effects retaken 
from privateers or pirates, fhall be 
carried into fome of the ports be- 
longing to cither State, “a return- 
ed to the owners, upon their giving 
fatistactory proofs of their right to 
the faid recaptures. 

XXII. It fhall be lawful for all 
commanders of fhips of war, pri- 
vateers, &c. to carry off freely all 
fhips and effects taken from the 
enemy, without being fubject to pay 
any duty or duties to the admiralty 
or other courts; nor fhallfuch prizes 
be liable to be detained or feized 
upon in any of the ports of the re- 
fpective States: the fearching officers 
shall not be permitted to vilit or 
fearch the faid prizes: the captors 
whereof will be at liberty to put 
back to fea, and convoy the prizes 
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wherever they are directed to be car- 
ried; as {pecifiedin the orders given 
to the commanders of fuch thips, 
privateers, &c. which they fhall be 
obliged to produce. But all the 
ports of both States fhall be fhut 
againft all prizes made on the fyb. 
jects of either: and in cafe fuch 
prizes and captors fhould be driven 
to fome of the faid ports, by ftrefs 
of weather, every means fhall be 
employed to haften their departure. 
XXIII. in cate any thips, boats, 
&c. fhould be wrecked or otherwife 
damaged on the coafts of either of 
the contracting ftates, all aid and af. 
fiftance fhall be given to the diftreff- 
ed crews, to whom pafles and frees 
conduét fhall be granted for their re« 
turn into their own country. 
XXIV. Ifa thip or thips, either 
ef war, or employed for the pur- 
pofe of trading, by one of the {tates, 
fhould, by ttre’s of weather, immi- 
nent danger trom pirates, enemies, 
&c. be compelled to take fhelter in 
any ports, rivers, bays, &c. belong- 
ing to the other, they {hall be treated 
with all humanity, triendfhip, and 
moft cordial protection. Leave fhall 
be granted them to take in provi- 
fions and retrefhments at a reafon- 


able rate, and to purchafe whatever 


they may ftand in need of, either 
for themfelves or for the purpofe of 
repairing the damage they may have 
fuffered, and alfo for the continua- 
tion of their voyage. No obilacle 
whatever {hall be laid in their way 
to ftop or detain them in any of the 
faid ports, &c. whence they fhall be 
at liberty to fail, whenever they may 
think fic. 

XXV. In order to put commerce 
in the moft flourifhing ftate, it is 
agreed, that, in cafe a war fhould at 
any tune break out between the con- 
tracting parties, fix months fhall be 
allowed to the refpective —— for 
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them to retire with their families 
and property, to whatever — 
they may judge proper; allo to be 
at liberty, during the above tpace 
of time, to fell or otherwite difpofe 
of their goods and chatt s, without 
the leaft hindrance or moleftation. 
But above all, it is provided, that 
the faid fubjects fhall not be detain- 
ed, by arreitment or feizure. On 
the contrary, during the aforefaid 
fix months, the refpective ftates, 
and their fubjects, or inhabitants, 
fhall have good and fpeedy juttice 
done to them; fo that, during the 
frid time, they may recover their 
goods and effects, whether they be 
in the public funds, or in private 
hands. And, if any part thereof 
fhould happen to be embezzled, or 
that any infult or wrong fhould have 
been offered to the fubjects, &c. of 
either ftate, the offending party 
fhall give the immediate and con- 
venient fatisfaction, for fuch embez- 
zlement, wrong, or infult. 

XXVI. The fubjects, &c. of 
either ftates fhall abftain from re- 
quiring or accepting any commif- 
hons or letters of marque from any 
power then at war with either of 
jaid ftates, fo as to command armed 
fhips againit either, and to their 
detriment; and if any individual, 
belonging to either, fhould fail here- 
in, he fhall be dealt with as being 
guilty of piracy. 

XXVII. It dhall not be lawful for 
any privateer, not belonging to cither 
of the contracting parties, which 
might be furnifhed with commiflions, 
or letters of marque from any power, 
in actual enmity with either of them, 
to fit out their fhips in any port be- 
longing to the iaid itates, therein 
feli their prizes, or make in any wile, 
an exchange of their faid fhips, mer- 
chancize, voods, or euccts, being the 
Waole or part of the cargo Con aiue 
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edin the aforefaid captures. Nor 
fhall the faid commanders be per- 
mitted to take in provitions, but juft 
as much as will enable them to reach 


a port, neareft to the dominion of 
their employers. ' 

XXVIII. Subjects and inhabitants 
of both the contracting parties fhall 
be at liberty to navigate their fhips 
(without any diftinétion of owners, 
to whom the cargo or cargoes may 
belong) from all ports whatever be- 
longing to the powers, that then are, 
or afterwards may be in amity with 
either of the aforementioned ftates ; 
as alfo to trade in their way to or 
from fuch places, ports, and towns 
belonging to the enemies of either 
party, whether the faid place be 
within the jurifdiction of one or 
more powers, It is alfo hereby fti- 
pulated, that the freedom of fhip- 
ping will be extended to the cargoes, 
belonging to the refpective fubjects 
or inhabitants of the faid ftates, 
though the whole, or part of the 
faid cargo fhould be the enemy’s 
property. This privilege is alfo to 
be conitructed as extending to all 
perfons whatever, on board the faid 
fhips (the military in the enemy’s 
fervice only excepted) as well as 
contraband goods. 

XX1IX. This article contains a 
large enumeration of the goods pro- 
hibited, to be carried to the enemy, 
which comprehends all manner of 
warlike ftores. It gives alfo an ac- 
count of fuch goods as may be law- 
fully exported, namely, cloathing and 
other manufactured goods of wool, 
cloth, filks, &c. &c. the matters em- 
ployed in manufacturing the fame ; 
gold and filver either coined or in 
bullion, all forts of metals, corn, and 
feeds, f{pices, tobacco, meat, fale 
or fmoaked, and every kind of eat- 
ables; in fine, fhip timber, fails, 
canvas, and every effect whatever 
not 
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not fathioned in the thape of any tool 
or warlike inflrument-ufually em- 

loyed in war, either by fea or land, 
ali the aforefaid goods and wares, 
fhall at no time be looked upon as 
contraband, and may be carried by 
the fubjeéts and inhabitants of the 
confederate ftates, even to places 
belonging to the enemy then at war 
with either party, excepting only 
fuch towns and places, which might 
happen to be befieged, furrounded 
or blocked up at the time of fhip- 
ping off, for their ufe, the faid wares 
and goods. 

XXX. In order to prevent all 
diffention and difficulty which might 
arife between the fubjects of either 
ftate, in cafe one of them fhould go 
to war with fome other power or 
powers, the fhipping, &c. Eibctalen 
to the other party, fhall be provided 
with letters or pafles, {pecitying the 
name, cargo, and burthen of the 
flip, together with the captain or 
matter’s name, and the place of his 
refidence: that thus it may appcar 
that the flip, &c. belongs truly to 
the faid fubjects and inhabitants. 
The faid pafs to be worded as fhall 
be mentioned at the end of this pre- 
{ent treaty. 

Thefe letters, or pafles, fhall be 
renewed every year, if the bearers 
fhould return to the fame port with- 
in that time. It is farther agreed, 
that befides the aforefaid pafles, cer- 
tificates fhall be given, mentioning 
every part of the cargocs, the re- 
{pective places from and to which 
fuch fhips may be bound. ‘The faid 
certificates to be drawn up in the 
ufual form, before the officers of the 
place from whence the faid fhips are 
to fail; and the faid officers fhall be 


at liberty to mention, by name, if 


they think it expedient, the owners 
of tbe cargo or cargoes. 
XXXI. The commanders or own- 
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ers of fhips belonging to the con. 
tracting partics, entering into any 
of the roads of cither of the faid 
ftates, who may not think proper to 
enter into port; or, when entered 
will not cs ufe to unload cither the 
whole or part of the cargo, thall 
not be compelled to declare in what 
it confitts, unlefs a well grounded 
fufpicion fhould arife, on fome evi- 
dent circumftances, of their being 
laden for the enemy, or carrying 
trom one of the confederate ftates, 
to the other, any prohibited goods ; 
in which cafe, fuch commanders, 
owners, or inhabitants, fhall be ob. 
liged to fhew their paflports and cey- 
tificates, drawn up in the manner 
hereafter mentioned, 

XXXII. When the fhips, belone- 
ing to either ftate, failing coattways, 
or otherwife, fhall be met by the 
flips of war, privuatcers, &c. of the 
other party, in order to prevent 
mitchief, the latter fhall keep out 
of the reach of the guns, though 
it will be lawful tor them to fend 
their boats to board the above faid 
merchantmen, not fuffering above 
two or three men at atime to get on 
board to them. The maiter, or 
commander of the faid flips, fhall 
prefent his paffports, conformably to 
the tenor hereafter recited. After 
which, the faid fhip, or merchant 
man, fhall be at full liberty to con- 
tinue its voyage, without being 
fearched, chaced, or obliged to alter 
its courfe, or otherwife smoletted, 
under any pretence whatlocever. 

XX XIII. It is farther agreed, that 
all goods and effeéts whatever, being 
once put on board of a flip, or 
fhips, belonging to either of the 
contracting parties, fhall not be hia- 
ble to a fecond vifit, or fearch, after 
having undergone that which muf 
precede the lading of fuch fhips: a9 
all prohibited goods mutt be flopped 
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ry fpot, before they are fu, 

2° Oe cartted on board the fli ps 
belonging to either party; the fame 
not being liable to any other kind of 
embargo for the aforefaid caufe. 
erg ¥ fubjects of cither ftate, 
where fuch effects fhall, or fhould 
have been feized upon, fhall be pu- 
nithed for importing the fame, ac- 
cording to the mannet eS by 
the laws, cuftoms, and ordinances 
of his own nativecountrys 

XXXIV. The contracting parties 
mutually agree, that, they fhall be 
at liberty to have their refpective 
confuls, viec-confuls, commiffaries, 
and other agents appointed by, and 
for each party. Their functions and 
officers fhall be regulated by a par- 
ticular convention, whenever either 
of the contracting powers fhall think 
sroper to appoint fuch officers. 
: Here diets the form of the paff- 

rt and certificate, the intention 
and purport of which are fuihcient- 
ly explained in the XXXth article 
of this treaty. 





Papers ewhich were communicated by 
Sir Joseru Yorke, dy exfrefs or- 
ders from the King his mafter, to 
bis Serene Highnefi the Prince 
Stadtholder, and which were taken 
out of Mr. LAvUneNs’s trunk. 


HE following are the out- 

lines of a treaty of commerce, 
which, agreeable to the orders and 
infructions of Mr. Engelbert Fran- 
cis Van Berkel, counfellor and pen- 
fionary of the city of Am*terdam, 
directed to me, John de Neufville, 
cuzen of the faid city of Amfter- 

» I have examined, weighed, 
and regulated with William Lee, 
Lig. commifioncr from the con- 


oo a treaty of commeree, def- 
3750, 
‘ 
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tinued to be or as might be conclud- 
ed hereafter, between their high 
mightineffes the Srates-General of 
the Seven United Provinces of Hol. 
land, and the United States of North 
America. : 

Done at Aix-la-Chapelle, the 4th 
of September, 1778. 

(Signed) Joun pe Nevrvitre. 

I hereby certify that the above is 
a true copy. 

(Signed) Samue. W. Srokton, 


Copy of a letter to his Excellency 

B. Frankuin, E/y. at Paris. 

SIR, 

As your excellency and the right 
hon. congrefs will certainly be alrea- 
dy completely informed of my inters 
view at Aix-la-Chapelle, with Mr, 
William Lee, about a twelve-month 
ago, in the prefence of Mr. William 
Stokton; and as he is fhortly to ar- 
rive himfelf, I have made no diffi- 
culty, and it gives me even much 
fitistaction, to expofe unto him 
fome trifling alterations, of no great 
confequence, which are thought ne- 
ceffary to be made in the plan of the 
treaty of commerce, which is now 
to be looked over afrefh. 

The differences confift only in 
fuppreffing, in the firth article, all 
that is mentioned there concerning 
religion; and, in fact, it is abfolutes 
ly not proper, that any mention 
thereof {hould be made between save 
republics, the conttitutions and fun- 
damental laws of which plead aloud 
for a perfect liberty of confcience. 

The tenth article, concerning the 
Barbarian powers, is binding on 
both fides, in cafe the fame fhould 
take place any time hereafter. 

The other fuppreffions which are 
thoumht neéceflary in the articles 
VIll, XXII, and XXVIJI, are for 
the greateft part efiablifhed tu pre. 
vent objections. For this reafon, 
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the latter part of the eighth article 
has been fupprefied, where it 13 
faid, and? their Joips of svar, or con- 
aoys, failing under author: ty, tS, 

“It has hkewife been thought pro- 
per tofupprefs the latter part of the 
XXIId atticle, which begins with 
thefe words, ox the contrary, 20 a/y- 
Luni or refuge Shall be granted, CSc. 

The XXVHI. article at prefent 
ftands thus; i fball not be lawful 
for any privateer, heidimg any conte 
mifions or letters of margne, Srom any 
prince or power, In war wud any of 
ontracling parti: i, fod fit ou? 
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either ef the calerat Ing partis, nar 
therein to fell their pr: Ss wer fo €X- 
cuinge i” any Ofocr maNncr QUOT OTEK, 
the flips, goals, and mur Laundizts, 
de inte either the ry fy Of part of the 
cargo, conta ved im the fai  capieres. 

Theve are the mevtures that have 
been taken to efablith the bafis of 
this treaty ; and from a particular 
revard tor the fight honouravle 
congrels, having by us a copy of 
the treaty, fuch as it was drawn Up 
at firit, and fuch as it flands at pre- 
fent, we thought it our duty to in- 
form yout excellency of the ftate in 
which this important affair is at pre- 
tent, and which we fhall always be 
ready to forward with the fame zeal 
with which it has beea begun. 

Nr. Stokton will Ik:kewue mform 
your exceHency of iome other af- 
fuirs, which ftand in need of fome 
explanations. 

Wifhing that the unfon of the 
Txueaty States may toon be eftablith- 
ed upon a permanent footing, we 
remain, with the mott perfect con- 
fideration and eftecm, 

Your excellency’s 
Moit humble and 
Moft obedient fervants, 

Oks pe NEUFVILLE and Sone 

Anflerdam, July 2B, 1779 


a? 2s & 
P.S. Mr. Stokton will be 


kind, and he is very well informed 
to give your excellency and the 
right hon. econgrefs all the inform- 
ation neceflary with regard to the 
plan propofed by Colonel Dircks, 


No 1V. A letter from Mr. J. W, 
STOKTON, to the Rev. Dr. We 
THERSPOON, Member of Congre/i, 
dated Amflerdam, April j 
1779- 

SIR, 

Under the perfwafion that yoy 
would not be difpleafed with me, 3 
have taken the hberty of writing fe. 
veral letters to you, fince the month 
of May lait, having, fince that time, 
at the requitition of W. Lee, Efy, 
executed the function ot fecretary 
tothe American commiflion, at the 
eourts of Vienna and Berlin, and I 
am at prefent on the point of re- 
turning to America with the firf 
convoy. I fend this letter to Mr. 
Adams, who is fet out a few wecks 
ago, trom Paris for Nantz, where 
he propofes to embark on board 
the frigate l*Aliiance, which, it is 
thought, will be ready im a tew 
days to fail for Botton. 

I fhould certaanly have taken my 
paflage on board the fad frigat 
with him, if it had beer poilible to 
convey my citects, which are til 
here on fhore, foon cnough to Nantz. 
I muft, therefore, mow wait for 
another favourabte opportanity, and 
I beg the favour of you to aequaint 
my brother thereof, having lately 
written to him, to that effect, by the 
preceding opportunity of a veffel. 
I have endeavoured, as much as 
posible, to acquire a thorough know- 
icige of the true and cxact fhate of 
»nolitical affairs here, confidering the 
intereft America has therem; and I 
flatter myfelt to have the befl in- 
formations in that refpect. 


. As 
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As a member of the congrefs, 
syou will certainly have feen, before 
now, the plan of a treaty of amity 
and commerce, as deftined to be con- 
chided hereafter between the States 
of Holland and the United States ot 
North America, feveral copies there- 
of having been fent to America fome 
time ago. ‘That plan was figned on 
the 4th of September lait, on the 
part of the city of Ainiterdam, by 
fohn de Neutville, Eq. properly 
deputed for that purpofe by the 
pentionary and burgomatters of the 
jaid city, and by W. Lee, Efq. 
commifiioner from the Congrefs, to 
whom the propofitions tor the faid 
treaty were made through the chan- 
nel of the faid Mr. de Neufville: 
but as the character of that gentle- 
man will probably be unknown to 
you, I think it proper to mention 
here, that he is one of the principal 
merchants of Amiterdam. He has 
manifefted much zeal tor the true 
intereft of his country, of which he 
feems to have the moft juft ideas ; 
nd he has often declared to me, 
that it is much nearer related to the 
commercial intereits of America and 
Trance, than to that of Great Bri- 
tan. The conduct of this mer- 
chant, ariling from that principle, 
and befides that, from a principle 


till more prevalent, namely, that of 


promoting the fuccefs of the efforts 
tor the liberty of each country, will, 
Thope, always be uniform, and will 
prove favourable to the caufe of 
America. Confequently, I make no 
doubt, that the commercial people 
of America will give him the preter- 
ence in their future connections, as 
a Dutch merchant and their friend. 
This merchant has likewife engaged 
himfelf, by his fignature to the faid 
plan, being properly authorifed to 
that effect by the rc gency of Ain- 
fierdam, that us lung as America 
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fhall not act contrary to the intereft 
of the States of Holland, the city 
of Amfterdam will never adopt any 
meafure that may tend to oppofe the 
intereft of America; but will, on 
the contrary, ufe all its influence 
upon the States of the Seven United 
Provinces of Holland, to effect the 
defired connecuon. I need not 
mention to you the great importance 
ot the city of Amflerdam,.in the 
political affairs of the States General : 
vou are too well acquainted with the 
hittory and ftate of all countries, to 
make this neceflary. But the lefs 
informed politicians will be afto- 
nifhed to learn, that Amfterdam 
pays two-thirds ot the quoto part 
of Holland, and that the Province 
of Holland alone bears two-thirds 
of the charges of all the Seven 
United Provinces. The regency 
ct this city has hithetto remain- 
ed taithtul and conttant in their 
engavements, and will, if I am not 
iniitaken, always coritinue the fame, 
and perfift therein invariably. 

The patriotic party in Holland 
has had much trouble to thwart the 
defigns of the prince of Orange, or, 
to fay the fame thing in another 
manner, of the Englifh party. 

The court of Great Britam has a 
great influence upon the delibera- 
tions of this country, through the 
channel of the prince of Orange, 
who is a relation to the king of 
Great Britain, and who is fuppofed 
to have the fame views as the for- 
mer, with regard to the liberties of 
the people. 

He has fome of the lefs confidera- 
ble provinces fo much in his intereft, 
that this, above all, dares not, as 
yet, refule his demands; and con- 
fequently the deputies of thefe pro- 
vinces have referved their.conient, 
and divers refolutions, which the 
province of Holland would other. 

(I 2) wife 
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wife have taken long ago, to the ad- 
vantage of America: but, unfortu- 
nately for us, in this moment, the 
unanimity of the States is neceflary 
in mot of their refolutions. 

The fpirited conduct which France 
has lately adopted, in declaring that 
fhe would feize all Dutch fips trad- 
ing with Great Britain, excepting 
thofe of Amfterdam and Haerlem, 
foon brought back the cities of Rot- 
terdam, Dort, and others. Thefe, 
fearing to fend their vefiels to fea, 
and perceiving that the people be- 
gan to murmur,* were obliged to ac- 
cede to the refolution, by which 
the deputies of all the other cities of 
the province of Holland had con- 
fented to grant convoys to their vef- 
fels, without even accepting thofe 
articles of commerce, for which 
England had continually feized the 
Dutch thips, ever fince the begin 
ning of the war with France. 

Such is the actual ftate of affairs 
here; and every politician is at 
prefent impatient to know what Spain 
jatends to do, which has fome time 
fince made very coniiderable prepa- 
rations for war. 

The poft for France is upon its 
departure; I mutt, therefore, con- 
clude this letter. I find in the Englifh 
newipapers, that your fermon on the 
day of a general taft, has undergone 
a tifth edition in London. I beg 
the favour of you to affure your fa- 
mily of my refpects, and to acquaint 
my friend that 1 am very well, and 
that I intend to return foon to Ame- 
rica——I remain, with much re- 
{pect and eiteem, 

Sia, 
Your moft faithful friend, 
and humble fervant, 


(Signed) J. W. Stoxron. 


To the, Rev. Mr. Witherspoon, D. De 
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No. V. A letter from Colonel Dinxs 
to the Hon. Usnry Laurens, 
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Philadelphia, Dece 13, 1779¢ 
Sir, 


The remembrance of your excel. 
lency’s kind reception, and the 
friendfhip which I experienced from 
you, at the time of my departure 
tor Holland, about a twelvemonth 
ago, engages me, in hearing that 
your excellency is upon departing 
for my country, to torm the beit 
wifhes for your fuccefs. I am forry, 
that 1 am come too late to town, 
which deprives me of the happinefs 
of having an interview with your 
excellency, refpecting the affairs of 
Holland. 

I have been in Holland only with 
a view of uniting the two countries 
for their reciprocal happinefs; and 
I have fucceeded as well as the dif- 
ferent circumftances would permit. 

I beg the favour that you will be 
pleated to take charge of the herein 
inclofed letters for my worthy friends 
and countrymen, the Baron Vander 
Capellan, from whom, and their 
friends, I flatter myfelf that your 
excellency will foon learn, that bv 
my conduct, I have gained feveral 
hearts, which are now nobly and 
zealoufly inclined for the affairs and 
the caufe of the Americans. I 
with that this beginning may in the 
courte of time produce niany happy 
events, for the mutual advantage of 
both countries. 

I take the liberty of joining here 
a litt of the uames of thofe, who are 
altogether the worthy friends of 
America. I pray God to condué 
your excellency, and to grant you 
the moft pertcct fuccefs, This is 
the fincere with of my heart, 


I re- 
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I remain with the greateft confi- 
deration and eiteem, Sir, 
Your excellency’s 
Mott obedient and 
Mot humbie fervant, 
Signed) J. G. Dixexs. 


Lift of Names. 

Henry Hooft Danielfz, ancient 
Burgomatter of Amiterdam. 

Daniel Hooft Danielfz, Secretary 
to a regency of Amfterdam. 

Van Berkel, counfellor and pen- 
fionary of the city ot Amfterdam. 

John de Neufville and fons, one 
of the principal commercial houles 
of Amiterdam. 

N. B. The laft can inform your 
excellency of all the commercial 
houles, which are our friends. 

The burgomaiter Hooft Danielfz 
can inform your excellency which 
are the gentlemen of the regency, 
in the intereft of America. 

And the Barons Van der Capellen 
can in form you of thofe who are our 
fricnds in all the Seven Provinces. 
To his Excellency Heary 

Laurens, Efi 


No. VI. Copy of @ letter pny Mr. 
A. Gi.ton to Joun Rutenee, 
Lfj. Governor and Commander in 
Chief of South Garolina, dated 
Anfterdam, the if of March, 1780. 

DUR, 

I had the pleafure of writing 
to you the 31% of December laft, 
and I fend you at prefent copies of 
what I wrote to you, as I did at fort, 
Mr. Izard mecting with many diffi- 
culties, which prevented his depar- 
ture, and the ice hindering all veticis 
from failing from hence, I had no 
opportunity of giving you any ad- 
vice of my lateit negociations here. 
This letter will be delivered to your 
oon by Mr. George Nixon: 
¢ will communicate to you 
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thercof by the fir opportunity, as 
foon as he arrives at St. Kuftatia, 

I fhall likewife fend you a copy 
of the correfpondence between Mr. 
Chamont and a gentleman whom | 
engaged here to write to him on th 
fubjeét of the two fhips built here ; 
by which you will fee, that it was 
never ferioufly intended to {fell the 
faid fhips to me. 

* Mr. Franklin has never return- 
ed me an anfwer. I thought that 
the arrival of Mr. Adams at Paris 
was a good opportunity to revive this 
affair. Llconfequently wrote to him, 
as well as to Mr. Izard, and Mr. A 
Lec, that they fhould addrefs them- 
{elves to Montieur de Sartine, and to 
the Count de Vergennes, miniflers 
at Verfailles, to endeavour to obtain 
the faid vefiels, by offering to pay 
the prime coft, or take them by 
appraifement of four impartial per- 
fons, to be chofen here by the rwo 
parties ; efpecially as I had already 
removed here all difficultics, havtny 
fuccours promifed to me » hiok 
authority, and as I 
out either as Dutch p' 

Euftatia, or as Americar ; 
for any other port. But thy 

I received laf night fron 
tlemen, obliged me to ¢ >t 
flattering hopes of fencing you two 
of the fineit veilels in the wu : 
one hundred and civht 

keel, fit tocarry ‘wen! he thi 

fix pouncers up on A 
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There are feveral veficls in the 
port of France which would fully 
anfwer our purpofes ; but the difh- 
culties which I have already expe- 
rienced, fully convince me that I 
fhall not obtain any fuccours. It is 
for this reafon that 1 have refolved 
this morning to employ all your mo- 
ney in purchafing bar-iron, nails, 
cordage, fail cloth, cables, anchors, 
fhip- flores, and other things necef- 
fary to pilots, carpenters, gunners, 
und coopers: chirurgical inftruments 
and medicines, iron hoops, and all 
that I thought neceflary for three 
frigates, excepting gutis, powder, 
and military implements, which | 
amas yet uncertain whether they 
may be embarked } intend to buy 
the moft eflential articles double 
what is neceflary for thefe veflels ; 


and likewife double the quantity of 


the {mall articles, and in cate [ 
fhould have any money remaining, 
I intend to employ it in purchating 
woollen cloth, linen, fhoes, ftock- 
ings, and hats for our troops, and 
to fend all thefe effects, as foon as 
poflible, by different veficls to St. 
Fuftatia, trom whence you may 
draw them, by your orders, when- 
ever you fhall think it convenient. 
It will, perhaps, be neceflary to in- 
fure here the articles which appear 
to be deitined for large fhips, in cafe 
they fhould happen to be taken by 
the Englifh, as well as the cables 
and anchors. 

Meilrs. Nicholas, and Jacob 
Van Staphorft, merchants here, will 
do the bufinefs, and they have pro- 
mifed me a credit of thirty thoufand 
florins (very likely I fhall be able to 
get more from them, on my own 
credit) until you come yourfelf, us 
I now defire you to do, which fum, 
with Mr. Serciprej‘cr’s loan and 
vour own money, will make up a 
handfome fum, to accomplith 
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faid views, and fave the State fome 
lofs on the plan propoted by your 
excellency to procure it a good ma- 
rine. Pardon me, if 1 {peak my 
fentiments at prefent, on what may 
be done. 

** If the States perfifts in the ree 
folution of having a good marine, 
the three frigates ought to be builz 
at Philadelphia, Botton and Portf- 
mouth, in New Hampfhire. The 
oppolition I have met with in France 
proves clearly to me, that they never 
had -an intention that America fhould 
have a marine; otherwile they would 
certainly haye fold the ten fhips 
which were here lying empty, fince 
that would not have diminifled their 
ftrength, which they made a plea of 
laft {pring, when 1 propofed to then, 
a plan, by which Georgia would have 
bven delivered by laft May; but 
even then, they refufed to let us 
have one flip. 

** Captain Yoyner has done every 
thing in-his power with refpedct to 
your affairs, and he will return to 
St. Euftatia by the firft good oppor- 
tunity, as will all the other officers. 
I wiil follow him immediately; may 
I, on that accotmt, defire your ex- 
cellency to fend Captain Yoyner’s 
orders, that he may find them at St. 
Euftatia, under caver to Mr. Anfon, 
and the governor of tat place, or 
to whom you pleafe. I fhall have 
great pleafure, to tind myfelf equally 
honoured with your orders, and ta 
know how the goods ought to be 
fripped there. I think, ‘with youy 
permiffion, that if two or three con- 
tinental frigates were fent here to 
take them, that would be a more 
certain method ; but I cannot know 
it till after 1 am arrived there, and 
I fhall place them in the warehoufes 
of good merchants. ° 

T have not been honoured with 
: line from our government 
hiace 


ad fit ngle 





a 
~~ = 








PUBLIC 


Gince the 3:ft of January, 1779, fo 
that I am at prefent obliged to ad 
without orders, not doubting that 
vou and my country will readily 
give me credit for acting to the bett 
of my judgment for your interefts, 
and that you and they will approve 


of my condud, fince that approba-, 


tion is the only recompence to which 
I have looked m all that I have been 
able to effect by my feeble endea- 
vours. Pleafe Goa! I thould have 
been able to have done more, if the 
courage of your pretended friends 
had not been greater than’ that of 
your real ones. I am very certain I 
fhould have been with you a long 
time before this with an ample fuc- 
cour; but | have the confolation to 
reflect, pet 1 have done as much as 
any perfon fent from America has 
been able to effet in Europe, to ob- 
tain credit for a ftate (>outh Caroli- 
na) which was confidered at the time 
I'negociated the loan, as entirely in 
the poffeffion of the enemy. 

I have had many interviews with 
the. ise ae and the brokers in 
tho ‘airs would ‘have procured 
inc,, ia Ax weeks, a million of florins, 
at 'frve per cént.’ interefR for ten or 
fiteen years, tE the powers with which 
I was invefted had been authorized 
hy our government, and to their fa- 
tisfaétion. However, 1 have made 
them promife, that if the guarantee 
of Congrefi, for which I now write to 
your excellency, fhall arrive whilft I 
remain here, they will advance the 
Said million on that fecurity, until 
the full powers and guarants, fuch 
as I inclofe, which are of their own 
compofition and tranflated by their 
notary, fall come over. I now fend 
you the Dutch original and the 
tranflation, for your approbation, 


and the Dutch original and an Eng- 
lith tranflation of the guarantee of 
Congrefs, If 1 were at this moment 
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in poffeflion of fuch papers, I could 
get four millions of “feria, which 
makes about three millions of Care- 
kina currency, at five per cent. pay 
able in fifteen years, viz. sothiag tor 
the firfk tea years, but onc million 
every year atterwards until the 
whole was paid. The intereft pay- 
able every year, The broker’s com- 
miffion or premium as they call it 
here, is from one to two per cent. 
on the capital at the time of your 
receiving it; one per cent. the mer- 
chant’s commiffion, for negociating 
the bufinefs, and one half per cent. 
on the annual intereft, and one per 
cent. commiffion on the reimburfe- 
ment of the capital; which together, 
would carry the intcreft to about five 
and a quarter per cent. a year. 

The objections which they 
make againft my prefent full power 
is, that it is therein fpecified, for 
three frigates, and that there is a 
complication in faying, that I may 
n¢gociate any indeterminate fum, 
inftead of naming the fixed fum. 
This want of fpecific precifion af- 
fects them to that degree, that I 
cannot give them any fatisfaction. 

Your Excellency.~is at prefent 
informed, upon what condition the 
fum in queltion may be procured, 
in cafe the State fhould be in want 
thereof. If the laft thould be the 
cafe, and if the conditions are ap- 
proved of, it would be beft to fend a 
fit perfon heré with fuch full powers 
and guarantee, in fending two or 
three copies after him; or elfe to 
fend the faid documents to Meffrs, 
Nicholas and Jacob Van Staphorft, 
merchants here, or to fome other 
good, folid Dutch houfe here, with 
yous orders how the faid money is to 
e employed here, But as the {uid 
Mefirs. Van Staphorft have laid the 
foundation of this affair, I leave it 
to the judgment of your Excellency, 

(I 4) whe- 
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whether it would not be beift to in- 
truitchem with the execution thereof, 
I have had dealings with them for 


above ten years, and am informed 
that they are generally looked upon 
asa very folid Dutch houfle, of a 
good capital, and known integrity. 

I have an opportunity of know- 
ing what is doing here, and I have 
received trom perfons of refpe table 
authority the intelligence fpecified in 
the paperannexed, The Dutch have 
detigned thefe nize months to have a 
perfon here, authorifed by Coagre/s ; 
not that they would receive him as a 
public Minifter; but they are very 
anxious to have the moft accurate 
information: and fuch a perfon might 
have laid the foundation of a treaty 
with us, until affuirs-fhall be come to 
greater maturity ; he might alfo have 
been able to get money here. The 
objection againft the adtual loan of 
money for te Congrefs here is, that 
it does not proceed direétly from 
America; and to ufe the language 
of the Old Dutchman, it is to be 
franchifed. 

I am perfuaded, that if the Pre- 
fident Laurens arrives here foon, 
he will find a reafonable and ample 
fum. I have taken the liberty of 
acquainting the noble Continental 
Congreigon what terms. I am fure 
of being able to borrow here a fufh- 
cient fum at about five and a quarter, 
or five anda half per cent. including 
ali expences. 

I am in hopes of receiving foon 
advices from you; if not, I fhall con- 
tinue as meutioned above, and do 
as well as I can, making all the dif- 

atch in my power fo return home. 
TF could have withed that my fate had 
been to remain in America, efpe- 
cially as I fhould have willingly fup- 

rted all fatigues, and, with a 
good heart, braved all dangers, in 
preference to the plan of begging, 
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which the neceffity, occafioned by 
frequent deceptions, has forced me 
to adopt. 

I moft fincerely with you health 
and happinefs, and remain with due 
re{pect, dir, 

Your Excellency’s 
Mok obedient and 
Moit humble fervant, 
(Signed) A Giiton, 

P.S. Mr. Beaumarchais will not 
yet pay any thing, nor furnifh any 
account. 

His Excellency Foln Rutledge, Efq. 

Governor and Commander im 


Chief of South Carolina. 


No. VII. Copy of a@ Letter from 
J.D. Van ver Careuan to the 
Hon. Henry, Laurens, E/g. dated 
Zowll, April 8th, 1778. 

Sir, 

As I have been the firft, or rather 
the only one amongft the members 
of our State, who has dared openly 
to {upport the American caufe, and 
that at a time, when their fituation 
were very problematical, I haften, 
not to be the laft to congratulate you 
on the happy fuccefs, with which 
Providence has. been pleafed to re- 
ward you. a Fer ty 

The joy I felt on hearing of 
the capture of General Burgoyne’s 
army (an epocha which will ever 
fhine in the annals of America, and 
of liberty) could not be execeded, 
except by that I experienced by the 
conclufion of the treaty between 
France and the Republic of the 
United States of America, who b 
thofe means is placed on a level with 
the other independent powers of the 
world. , | 

Be perfuaded, Sir, that I have 
often fhed tears, and very. fincere 
ones, when, particularly at Long 
Ifland, the good caufe, which you 
have fo glorioufly fupported, feemed 

te 
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to give way before the iniquitous 
Tribunal, where force alone holds 
the place of arguments; and no one 
has taken a more fincere and cordial 
intereft in the events, which, in all 
human appearance, will foon crown 
the, % defires of your brave citi- 
zens. 

Since I have not the honour to 
be perfonally known to you, permit 
me, Sir, in order to convince you 
of my fentiments, and to point out 
wherein I have had the happinefs to 
ferve the American caufe, to prefent 
‘ou an exaét tranflation of a memo- 
rial, by which I oppofed, with all my 
endeavours, the King of Great Bri- 
tain’s demand, in regard to the 
Scotch Brigade in our tervice. How 
happy fhould I have been, if my ne- 
gative voice had been attended to, 
as the form of our government re- 
quires, in fuch cafes! How pleafed 
fhould I have been, if I could im- 
mediately have prevented a ftep fo 
contrary to wholefome and humane 
policy! All that my advice, printed 
at different times, could operate, has 
been to caufe a great fenfation of the 
minds of many, although [ have 
had the pleafure to fee nearly the 
fame idea adopted by the province 
of Holland, on the advice of one 
or two cities, particularly Amfter- 
dam; for after the deliberations had 
been (purpofely it is faid) drawn to 
an extravagant length, (without, 
however, confeffing as I had done, 
the juttice of the infurreétion onthe 
American people) they finally de- 
clared, that they would yield the 
brigade on condition that his Majef- 
ty fhould not make ufe of them out 
of Europe, and would make a de- 
mand of them in form, not to the 

rovinces in particular, through the 
intervention of the Prince Stadt- 


holder, but by his minifter to the 
States General. 
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il, I had it ine 


As to my memo! 


fert. a in t| e ft rite " or journal of 
my province. | alfo intended a 
protett, by which | defigned to exe 


pote in a farr view rhe nulliicy of the 
conient given by lurality of votes, 
in a cafe which required unaninmty : 
but on the igth ot March, the year 
following, ti Affem's'y thoughe ; 
proper, on ¢ trivoloy prerence, 
that it conc: indecet expreffions 
(which how * they did not parti- 
cularize) yect M, with if= 
fron, motw: ding, to pot anew 
other, whe I foould mention only 
evhat dir edly garced the febjeB of 
the deliberat and nahbing offenfive. 
You conceive, Sir, that having, 
by my birth, « right to vote in the 


Sta es, I difdained 
m from my equals, 
no need ; for which 
it with contempt, 
uatil [ fhould have had an opportunity 
ot defending my (elf in public againit 
fome pamphlets, in which I had been 
unmercifully abufed, andeven threat- 
encl with the vengeance of the 
King of England, whom, in their 
opriton, I had greatly injured. This 
withed-for opportunity happened. 
“he Obfervati nS, and the Ad- 
ditional Obfervations of Dr. Price, 
appear d. I have Dutch tranflations 
of them, to which I added pretaces, 
in which, without entering into con- 
troverties, I collected all what Locke 
Hutchefm, Burgh, in his Political 
Difquititi ns; and you, Sir, in your 
excellent ietters to Governor Shir- 
ley, have faid mo interefting, in re- 
gard to the rights of the people,— 
Colonies,—the actual conttitution of 
the parlament of Great Britain, 
and particularly of the corrupted 
ftute of the houfe of commons. 

New contefts, which happened in 
fupport of che fundamental laws 
which are openly neglected; labo- 


rious 


affembiv of te 
ty accep’ a perm: 
of whi.h 1 ha 


reafon = rejected 
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rious and fervile burthens, with 
which the country people are aggrie- 
ved continually, although they have 
redcemed themfelves from it by mo- 
ney :—all this gave birth to pam- 
phiets, which indeed gave me an 
opportunity of informing the pub- 
lic with the unworthy manner in 
which I was treated; but notwith- 
*ftanding, did not prevent me from 
fecling, with all its force, what Pope 
{ays in his Effay on Man, ep. iv. 
*Condemna’d in bufinefs or in arts to drudge, 
** Withent a fecond or without a judye; 
* ‘Truths would you teach, or ferve a fink- 
ing land? 
“ All tear, none aid you, and few under- 
ftand.” 

Yes, Sir, it is now fix vears 
fince I have fupported, without the 
Jeaft affiftance, an oppofition hereto- 
fore without example in my coun- 
try; but [ can no longer continue 
fuch an infupportable way of life. If 
a wife and a child of above eleven 
years of age, whofe education can- 
not permit me to leave my country, 
had not detained me here, I affure 
you, Sir, that I fhould leng ago 
have offered my blood in fervice to 
the United American ‘tates. Here- 
totore I have not had it in my pow- 
er to ferve her but with my weak 
voice and my pen: but if I can be 
ufeful, in any manner compatible 
with the engagements I ftill have 
with my country, I beg you will 
difpofe of me with all the confidence 
that a man deferves, who made no 
difficulty to declare, as I did in the 
Preface to the .dtdtional Obferva- 
tions lat year, (and long before the 
fuccefs of General Gates) état 
avhatever mizht be the fuccefs, he 


J . 
qvould always regard it as a glery 


and honour to have ope nly and in his 

public charadler, prowéled the caufe of 
, ° so ; 7) _ 

fve Americans, WOWwhD he ftill reca ccd 


as that of an ive Suman kind, 
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Animated with fuch fentiments, 
Tha ve long ago endeavoured to con. 
vince our monicd men that the cre- 
dit of America, having for its foun. 
dation the revenue of a country, 
rich in its productions, and fupport. 
ed by a gavernment truly repub. 
lican, has infinitely more folidity 
than that of England, who, totter- 
ing under the weight of an enormous 
national debt, has no other depend- 
ence than the advantages of a pre- 
carious commerce, and no other fag 
port than @ real defpotic and auke 
evard government : but ] have not 
yet found a fum worth offering to 
you, for which reafon I take the liber. 
ty, Sir, to propofe for your confidera- 
tion, whether it would not be pof- 
fible that Congrefs fhould propofe 
conditions fo advantageous and fe- 
cure, whereby the Dutch might find 
their account, and be induced to 
difpofe of their funds in England, 
and place their money in America ? 
Could not Congre/s make a fundamene 
tal law never to reduce the iatereft, 
authout offering to pay te principal? 
It is for want of fuch a meafure, 
that France has loft its credit with 
Holland to fuch a degrec, that to 
my knowledge, one of the principal 
brokers here lately diated that he 
could not be able to procure 190 
livres to that crown.—Sceondly, 
could: not Concrefs engage to. give 
fuch an intereit, and for fuck a 
number ot years, fo that our monied 
men, on calculation, might find that 
it would be their advantage to fell 
their funds in England, even at the 
low prices now current, and fend 
their money to America? This 
woukl be the matt efficacious, and 
the moit humane method of wagin 
war againft your antagonl nN 
would jerve to difengage mere.and 
more this nation from Great Britain, 
and tu attach them to the United 
Ame: 
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American States. If this idea me- 
sits the attention of fo enlightened a 

litician as you are, and thar I 
may be ufefal to you, be pleafed 
to let me know itin tame. I[ have 
friends and acquaintances rich and 
powerful, I perhaps may perfuade 
them—I fay perhaps. 

i beg your pardon for the tire- 
fome length of this letter, and de- 
fire you will believe me to be, with 
all imaginable refpect, 

Your mofl humble, 
and moft obedient fervant, 
J. D. Vanpner Carecten, 

Zowl, Sept. 6, 1778. 

IR, 

I took the liberty to write to you 
a letter, dated Zowl, April °28, this 
year, and was about writing to you a 
iecond, to enquire if you had re- 
ceived the firit, when I found myfelf 
honoured with a letter from his 


governor, &c. of the ftate of Con- 
necticut, dated at Lebanon, June 
27, 1777, inclofed in another, dated 
Philadelphia, July 22, of the fame 
vear, which a Dutch gentleman, fet- 
tled in America, named Gofwinus 
Erkelens, direétcd to me, at the re- 
queft (according to his own words) 
ot the prefident and members of the 
honourable the Congrefs: the origi- 
nals of thofe letters were fent by 
Congrefs under cover to you; the 
duplicate and triplicate by the Weft 
Indies. This one I only received 
Jat Tuefday; fome accident mutt 
have happened to the two others. 
Not being able now to comply 
with the requeft of Mr. Erkelens, 
without firit {peaking to fome per- 
fons whom I muft go to out of this 
province, and to whom I cannot 
write, having no correfpondence with 
them, and that only in a few days I 
can execute the plan I have formed. 
I beg, Sir, that as foon as poffible, 





you will be fo kind as to inform his 
excellency the governor, that his 
letter, which fully rewards me for 
what I have fuffered by meddling 
with the American affairs, and thar 
of Mr. Erkelens, have at laft reach~- 
ed me, and that I fhall not delay my 
anfwer in the manner directed by 
Mr. Erkelens, viz. the original to 
you, and the fecond and third by 

way of the Weft Ifdies. 
have the honour to be, with the 

higheit veneration. 

J. D. Vanper Carerren.” 

Second Pofifcript. 

After havisg a few days ago 
difpatched the 1ft and 2d of the 
above, one by way of Paris, and the 
other by the Weft Indies; and al- 
though I had fealed this 3d, I can- 
not help adding this pofticript. 

This is the happieft defcription 
of the Englifh government in its 
prefent corrupt ftate, that language 
could invent; it is in truth “a real- 
ly defpotic and aukward government.” 

I had, in order to give example, 
placed above 20,000 livres French 
money in the negociation for the 
United States in the hands of Meffrs. 
Horneca and Fizeaux. I had fuc- 
ceeded in perfuading fome people of 
my province, and I expe¢ted to have 
the fame influence in others, where 
I have connections. The credit of 
America can only gather ftrength by 
degrees, and the number of per- 
fons inclined to truftthem augments ; 
fo that, in my opinion, it would be 
more advantageous, in the’ actual 
conjuncture, to procure one hun- 
dred thoufand livres, furnifhed by 
50 perfons of different parts of the 
country, than even a million furs 
nifhed by one fingle perfon. I be- 
gan to rejoice at the perfpedctive, 
which appeared very flattering; but 
the letters lately arrived from Lon- 
don, threw the alarm on all fides. 
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The people in America are dif- 
guited with the new Congreis; ot 
32,000 elects, only 600 were found 
willing to take the oath of abjura- 
tion. The number of the Royal- 
sfts augments daily. Jt as Governor 
Fol nflone has alerted this 
the Liouje ef Commons. Che mini- 
fiers aflure us, that all the news re- 
ceived from America coincide in 
giving the greateft hopes, that this 
campaign, which wil! begin with all 
zmaginable vigour, will be attended 
with more fuccefs than the preceding; 
and the newfpapers add (from let- 
ters from New York) that difcord 
begins to reign between the French 
and the Americans; and amongft 
thofe laft with one another; that {e- 
veral of the United States are on 
the point of following the example 
of Georgia, the Carolinas and Con- 
wEcticuT, who, they fay, have 
acknowledged obedience tothe king. 
What can I do, or what can I fay, 
in the midft of fuch perplexing in- 
eertitudes ? They do not ceale in 
Holland to obferve, that the Ame- 
ricans, inftead of purfuing their ad- 
vantages already gained on Bur- 
goyne’s army, advantages that this 
very general, in his retort to Lord 
Germain, thought was of a natcre 
to put an end to the war; have note 
withitanding remained inaclive. T hey 
aik me every moment, “ Is it want 
of flrength, or of courage? Why at 
a time when France makes an open 
diverfion in their favour, don’t the 
Americans drive their enemies from 
the only two places they poffefs in 
their country ?”’ &c. For want of 


uo in 


information, I can only anfwer to 
thofe queftions by another: “* Why 
don’t the Spaniards, who are a pow- 
erful and eftablifhed nation, drive the 
Eneglifh from Cibraltear ? I remind 
> 7 
them that New-York ard Newport 
are two Gibraltars; but they always 
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conclude by faying, “ that the Amee 
ricans do not defend themfelves with 
the fa:ne animofity and fury, that 
the Dutch did when they revolted 
againft the Spaniards, and the Swit- 
zers againft the Germans; that no- 
thing has yet been done in America, 
comparable to the fieges of Haerlem, 
Leyden, and feveral others of our 
cities, or to the battle of Morgar- 
ten in Switzerland.”—I repeat, Sir, 
that I am forry to find fuch objec. 
tions daily made, to which I can- 
not anfwer, for want of information. 
I beg, not with an indifcreet curi- 
ofity (but zeal for the interefts of a 
people, tor whofe liberty I would 
willingiy give my lite) that you will 
inform me, as foon as poftible, of 
the érve fituation of affairs in Ame- 
rica. I wifh Congrefs could quiet 
the minds of the Dutch, with a cer- 
tiitude, that, «whatever turn affairs 
may take, or whatever treaty they 
may make with England, one of 
the ff articles foall be fecurity of the 
principal and intereft of the debts 
contracted during the troubles. Be- 
lieve me, Sir, Congrefs, to fucceed 
in Holland, muft condefcend to cure 
my countrymen’s uneafinefs, which, 
whether ideal or real, or ftill incom- 
patible with its credit, and can only 
retard the happy event, fo much de- 
lired by the triends of both nations, 
viz. the acknowledgement of the 
independence of America by this 
Republic.—I am capable of fecrecy, 
Truitt my diicietion. 

One idea more, and I wiil finith, 
—If a pamphlet were publifhed and 
circulated in America, reciting the 
manner in which fome people, par- 
ticularly amon it the moderns, have 
heroically defended their liberty ;— 
the fieges ot Haerlem, of Leyden, 
of St. John de Lone (in France), 
the ardour with which the Gencele 
drove off General Botta (in 1742, 
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if Iam not miftaken) and particu- 
larly the famous battle of Morgar- 
ten, which is found in Similer de Re- 


pudl. Helveticorum, an citeemed au- 


thor; fome of whofe moft remark- 
able pages I have fent you. Read, 
Sir, what is contained in the 7oth, 
and the tollowing. 

Are there no true heroes in Ame- 
rica, as in Switzerland >—Amonett 
a nation who poffefics fuch thining 
principles and virtues, are there not 
to be found a fufficient number, 
who, preferring glory to death by a 
coup d'eclate, thould put an end to the 
war, which endangers their liberty, 
and deftroys their country by ra- 
vage and plunder ? Why would not 
America have its facred phalanx 
as well as Thebes? Certainly they 
ought. 





Memorial prcefented to the States-Ce- 
ncral by Sir Fofeph Yorke. 


Hich and Mighty Lords! 


HE uniform conduct of the 

king towards the Republic; 
the friendihip which hath fo long 
fubfitted between the two nations; 
the right of fovereigns, and the 
faith of the mott folemn engage- 
ments, will decide, without doubt, 
the anfwer of your High Mighti- 
neffes to the memorial which the 
under-figned pre‘ented, fome time 
ago, by exprefs order of his court, 
It would be to miftruft the wifdom 
and the juitice of your High Migh- 
tinefles, to fuppofe that you could 
paufe a moment in giving the fatis- 
taction demanded by his Majetty. 

As the refolutions of your 
High Mightinefles of the 27th of 
November, were the refult of a 
deliberation which regarded only 
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the interior of your government, 
and did not enter upon an anfwer 
to the faid memorial, the only re- 
mark to be made on thofe refolu- 
tions is, that the priaciples which 
have dictated them, evidently prove 
the juftice of the demand nell by 
the king. 

In deliberating upon that me- 
morial, to which. the under-figned 
here requires, in the name of his 
court, an immediate and fatisfactory 
enfwer in every refpect, your High 
Mightineffes will doubrtlefs contider 
that the affair is of the utmot im- 
portance; that it relates to the come 
plaint of an offended Sovereign ; 
that the offence, for which he de- 
mands an exemplary punifhment, 
and a complete fatisfaction, is a vi- 
olation of the Batavian Conttitution, 
of which the King is a guarantee; 
an infraction of the public faith ; 
an attempt againtt the dignity of his 
crown! The King has never ima- 
gined that your High Mightinefles 
had approved of a treaty with his 
rebellious fubjeéts. ‘hat had been 
railing the buckler on your part; a 
declaration of war. But the offence 
has been commicted by the magif- 
trates of a city which makes a con- 
fiderable part of the State; and ie 
belongs to the Sovereign Power to 
punith and give fatiséaction for it. 

His majeity, by the complaints 
made by his ambaflador, has placed 
the puniihment and reparation in 
the hands of your High Mighti- 
neffles; and it will not be till the 
lat extremity, that is to fay, in the 
cafe of a denial of juftice, or of fi- 
lence, which muft be interpreted as 
a refulal, that the King will take 
them upon himfelf. 

Done at the Hague the 12th of 

December, 1780. 

(Signed) 

Le Citvarier Yorke. 
Man fille 





ee hm & &49 


Manifcfio againft Holland, 

(Georce R. 
L.S.) bhp yey the whole 

courfe of our reign, our 
conduct towards the ftates-general 
of the United Provinces has been 
that of a fincere friend and faithful 
ally. Had they adhered to thofe 
wife principles which ufed to govern 
the republic, they muft have thewn 
themfelves equally folicitous to main- 
tain the friendflip which has fo long 
fubfifted between the two nations, 
and which is effential to the interefts 
of both: from the prevalence of a 
faction devouted to France, and fol- 
lowing the dictates of that court, a 
very different policy has prevailed. 
The return made to our friendfhip, 
for fome time paft, has been an open 
contempt of the moft folemn en- 
gagements, and a repeated violation 
of public faith. 

On the commencement of the 
defenfive war, in which we found 
ourfelves engaged by the aggrefiion 
of France, we fhewed a tender res 
gard for the interefts of the ttates- 
general, aud a defire of fecuring to 
their fubjeéts every advantage of 
trade, confiftent with the great and 
juft principle of our own defence. 
Our ambaffador was inftructed to of- 
fer a friendly negociation, to obvi- 
ate every thing that might lead to 
a dilagreeable difcuffion; and to 
this offer, folemnly made by him 
to the States-General, the 2d of No- 
vember, 1778, no attention was 
paid, 

Afcer the number of our enemies 
increafed by the aggretifion of Spain, 
equally unprovoked with that of 
France, we found it neceffary to call 
upon the States-General for the per- 
formance of their engagements. ‘The 
fifth.article of the perpetual defen- 
five alliance between our crowns and 
the ftates-general, concluded at 
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Weftminfter the 3d of March, 1678, 
befides the general engagements fot 
fuccours, exprefily ftipulares, “ That 
that party of the two allies that is 
not attacked, fhall be obliged to 
break with the aggreflor in two 
months after the party attacked fhall 
require it:’—-Yet two years have 
pailed, without a fingle affiftance 
given to us, without a fingle fyllable 
in anfwer.to our repeated demands. 

So totally regardlefs have the 
States been of their treaty with us, 
that they readily promifed our ene- 
mies to obferve a neutrality; in di- 
rect contradiction to thofe engage¢ 
ments; and whilft they have with- 
held from us the fuccours they were 
bound to furnith, every fecret af- 
fiftance has been given the enemy, 
and inland duties have been taken 
off, for the foie purpofe of facili- 
tating the carriage of naval ftores 
to France. 

In dire& and open violation of 
treaty, they fuffered an American 
Pirate to remain feveral weeks in 
one of their ports; and even per- 
mitted a part of his crew to mount 
guard in afort in the Texel. 

In the Eaft Indies, the fubjeés of 
the States-General, in concert with 
France, have endeavoured to raife 
up enemies againft us. 

In the Welk Indies, patticularly at 
St. Euftatius, every protection and 
affiftance has becn given to our re- 
bellious fubjeéts. ‘Their privateers 
are openly received into the Dutch 
harbours, allowed to refit there, fup- 
plied with arms and ammunition, 
their crews recruited, their prizes 
brought in and fold, and all this in 
direct violation of as clear and fo- 
lemn ftipulations as can be made. 

This conduct, fo inconfiftent with 
all good faith, fo repugnant to the 
fenfe of the wifeft part of the Dutch 
nation, is chiefly to be oan 
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the prevalence of the leading ma- 
giftrates of Amfterdam, whofe fe- 
cret correfpondence with our rebel- 
lious ful jects was fulpected long be- 
fore it was made known by the for- 
tunate difcovery of a treaty, the firft 
article of which is: 

There thall be a firm, invio- 
lable, amd univerfal peace, and fin- 
cere friendfhip, between their High 
Mightinefics the eftates of the Se- 
ven United Provinces of Holland and 
the United States of North Ame- 
rica, and the fubjects and people of 
the faid parties; and between the 
countries, iflands, cities, and towns, 
ficuate uader the jurifdiction of the 
faid United States of Holland, and 
the faid United Srates of America, 
aud the people and inhabitants there- 
of, of every degree, without excep- 
tion of perions or places. 

This treaty was figned in Septem- 
ber 1778, by the exprefs order of 
the penfionary of Amfterdam, and 
other principal magritrates of that 
city.——They now not only avow the 
whole tranfaction, but glory in it; 
and exprefily fay, even to the States 
General, that what they did “* was 
what their imdifpenfible duty re- 
quired.” 

In the mean time, the States Ge- 
neral declined to give any anfwer to 
the memorial prefented by our am- 
baffador; and this retufal was ag- 
gravated by their proceedings upon 
other butinefs, nay upon the confi- 
deration of this very fubject to in- 
ternal purpofes; and while they 
found it impoifible to approve the 
conduct of their fubjects, they fill 
induftrioufly avoided to give us the 
fatisfaction fo manifeftly due. 

We had cvery right to expect that 
fuch a difcovery would have rouzed 
them to a juft indignation at the in- 
fult offered to us, and to themfelves, 
and that they would have been 
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eager to give us full and ample fatisa 
faction for the offence, and to in- 
flict the fevereit punifhment upon the 
offenders. The urgency of the bu- 
finefs made an inftant anfwer effen- 
tial to the honour and fafety of this 
country. The demand was accord. 
ingly preffed by our ambaffador in 
repeated conferences with the mi- 
nifters, and ima fecond memorial : 
it was preffed with all the earnefinefs 
which could proceed from our anci- 
ent triendfhip, and the fenfe of re- 
cent injuries; and the anfwer now 
given to a memorial on fuch a fub- 
ject, delivered about five weeks azo, 
1s, That the States dive taken it ad 
referendum.—Such an aniver, upon 
fuch an occafion, could only be dice 
tated by the fixed purpofe of hofti- 
lity meditated, and already refolved, 
by the flates, induced by the offen- 
five councils of Amfterdam thus to 
countenance the hoftile aggreffion, 
which the magiftrates of that city 
have made in the name of the re- 
public. 

There is an end of the faith of all 
treaties with them, if Amfterdam 
inay ufurp the fovereign power, may 
violate thofe treaties with impunity, 
by pledging the States to engagee 
ments directly contrary, and league 
ing the Republic with the rebels of 
afovereign to whom fhe is bound 
by the clofeft ties. An infraétion 
ot the law of nations, by the mean- 
eft member of any country, gives 
the injured fate a right to demand 
fatisfaction and punifhment:—how 
much more fo, when the injury 
complained of is a flagrant violation 
of public faith, committed by lead. 
ing and predominant members in 
the ftate? Since then the fatif- 
faction we have demanded is not 
given, we muft, though moft reluc- 
tantly, do ourfelves that juftice which 
we cannot otherwife obtain: we mut 
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they will not 
repair, as flare: he aggreffion 
which they 1¢ punith, and 
muit act accordinyly. We have 
therefore ordered our am! haffad: or to 
withdraw irom the Hague, and fall 
immediately puriue fuch vigorous 
meafures as the occafion fully juf- 
tifies, and our dignity and the ef- 
fential inreretts of our people require. 
from aregard tothe Dutch na- 
tion at large, we with it were pof- 
fible to direct thofe meafures wholly 
againft Amfterdam : but this cannot 
be, unlefs the States-General will 
immediately declare, that Am*fter- 
dam fhall, upon this occafion, re- 
ceive no affittance from them, but 
be left to abide the confequences of 
its aggreilion. 
W hilt Amfterdam is fuffered to 
revail in the general councils, and 
is backed by the ftrength of the 
ftate, it is impofiible to refift the 
aggreffion of fo confiderable a part, 
without contending with the whole. 
But we are too fenfible of the com- 
mon interefis of both countries not 
to remember, in the midit of fuch 
a conteft, that the only point to be 
aimed at by us, ig to raite a difpo- 
fition in the councils of the Republic 
to return to our ancient ron, by 
giving us that fatistaction tor the 
paft, and fecurity tor the future, 
which we 1) all be as ready to receive 
as they can be to offer, and to 
attainment of which we fhall di: 
all our operations. We mean « 
to provide for our own fecurity, | 
deteating the dangerous deligns t] 
have been formed avaingt us. 
fhall ever be difpofe ed to return to 
friend {lip with the States-Gene 
when they fineercly revert to th 
fyitem which the wifdom of their 
anccitors formed, and which has now 
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tion, confpiring with France againft 
the true interefts of the Republic; 
no lefs than againft thofe of Great 
Britain. 

St. James’s, G. R: 
December 20, 1780. 

At the Court at St. James’s, the 
2oth of December, 1780, 

y RR 3 8 2 oe 
The KING’s Moft Excellent 
Majefty in Council. 

His Majefty, having taken into 
confideration the many injurious 
proceedings of the States-General 
of the United Provinces, and 
their fubjects, as fet forth in his 
Rcyal Manifefto of this date, and 
being determined to take fuch mea- 
fures as are neceflary for vindicating 
the honour of his crown, and for 
procuring reparation and fatisfac« 
tion, is pleafed, by and with the ad- 
vice of his Privy Council, to order, 
and it is hereby ordered, that ges 
neral reprifais be granted againft the 
fhips, goods, and fubjects of the 
States-General of the United Pro- 
Vinces, fo that as well his Majefty’s 
fleet and fhips, as alfo all other 
fhips and vefiels that fhall be com- 
miifioned by letters of marque or 
general re prifals, or _otherwile, by 
his Majefty’s commifiioners for ex 
ecuting the office of Lord High 
Admiral of Great Britain, fhall and 
may lawfully feize all fhips, veffels, 
and goods belonging to the States- 
General of the United Provinces, 
or their fubjects, or others inhabit- 
ing within any territories of the 
foretaid States-General, and bring 
the fame to judgment in any of 
the Courts of Admiralty within his 
Majeity’s dominions: and to that 
end his Majetty’s Advocate- general, 
\dvocate of the Admiralty, 
e forthwith to prepare the draught 
a commifien, and prefent the 

to his Majeity at this board, 
authorizing 
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authorizing the commiffioners for ex- 
ecuting the office of Lord High Ad- 
miral, or any perfon or perfons by 
them empowered and appointed, to 
iffue forth and grant letters ofmarque 
and reprifal to any of his Ma- 
jefty’s fubjects, or others whom the 
aid commifiicners fhall deem fitly 
qualified in that behalf, for the ap- 
prehending, feizing, and taking the 
fhips, veflels and goods belonging 
to the States-General of the United 
Provinces and their vaffals and fub- 
jects, or any inhabiting within the 
countries, territories, or dominions 
of the atorefaid States-General; and 
that fuch powers and claufes be in- 
ferted in the faid commiffion as have 
been ufual, and are according to 
former precedents: and his Majetty’s 
faid Advocate-general, with the 
Advocate of the Admiralty, are alfo 
forthwith to prepare the draught of 
acommiflion, and prefent the fame 
to his Majeity at this board, au- 
thorizing the faid commiflioners for 
executing the office of Lord High 
Admiral to will and require the 
High Court of Admiralty of Great- 
Britain, and the heutenant and 
judge of the faid court, his fur- 
rogate or furrogates, as alfo the 
feveral courts of Admiralty within 
his Majefty’s dominions, to take 
cognizance of, and judicially pro- 
ceed upon all and all manner of 
captures, feizures, prizes, and re- 
prifals of all fhips and goods that 
are, or fhall be taken, and to hear 
and determine the fame; and, ac- 
cording to the courfe of admiralty, 
and the law of nations, to adjudge 
and condemn all fuch fhips, vetiels 
and goods, as fhall beiong to the 
States-General of the United Pro- 
vinces, or their vaflals and fubjects, 
or to any others inhabiting within 
any of the countries, territories and 
deminions of the aforefaid States 
17906 
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General; and that fuch powers and 
claufes be inferted in the faid com- 
miffion as have been ufual, and are 
according to former precedents: and 
they are likewife to ‘prepare, and 
lay before his Majefty at this board, 
a draught of fuch inftructions as may 
be proper to be fent to the courts 
of admiralty in his Majetty’s to- 
reign governments and plantations, 
for their guidance herein: as alfo 
another draught of inftructions for 
fuch fhips as fhall be commiffioned 
tor the purpofes aforementioned. 





Letter from Count Welderen to Lord 
Stormont. 


My Lorp, 

AM much obliged to your Ex- 

cellency for your attention and 
offer of fending a packet-boat to 
Margate, for my paflage to Oftend. 
I fhall have no occafion for the 
fame, having already engaged a 
veifel from Oftend, named Le Cou- 
rier de l’Europe, for that purpofe. 
This veffel is now lying at the 
Tower, ready to take in my bag- 
gage. I beg your excellency will 
be pleafed to caufe the neceflary or- 
ders to be iffued from the Treafury 
and the Cuftom-houfe, that it may 
be embarked without any hindrance. 
As foon as this is done, the faid 
veffel will fail for Margate, whither 
I fhall repair by land with the 
Countefs of Welderen. I alfo bee 
your excellency to furnifh me with 
the neceflary paffports for my voy- 
age, and likewife with : wo paffporcs 
for two Dutch expreifes, named J. 
Paux, and Augent achler, by the 
way of Harwich. 

I cannot help at the fame time, 
to éxprels my turprize to your lord- 
fhi», in receiving back from your 
excellency’s office the letter which I 
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had the honour to fend there; nor 
was | le!s aftonifled when my fecre- 
tary, whom I had fent to your lord- 
fhip’s office, to inquire the reafon 
of returning the faid letter, with- 
out being opened, acquainted me 
therewith. Give me leave to obferve 
to vour lordthip, that it is impoflible 
to know whether a propofition is ad- 
miflible or not, betore it has been 
feen and examined. Their High 
Mightinefles have given me exprets 
orders to deliver unto the Britith 
miniftry, before I fhould withdraw 
from this court, the papers which I 
had the honour of addreffing to your 
excellency yetterday morning. How 
can I execute thele orders, if you 
will not permit me to fee you, nor 
accept any letters from me? I flatter 
myfelf that, convinced of the juitice 
of my remarks, you will be pleafed 
to accept the letter which I fent yef- 
terday, and to fend me a line in an- 
fwer, informing me of your inten- 
tions in that refpect. 

I have the honour to be, &c. &c. 

(Signed) V. WELDEREN. 
London, Dec. 29, 1780. 





Letter from Lerd Stormont to Count 
‘elderen. 


S1R, 

NTIL the conduct of the re- 
ublic had broken the tics of 
friendfhip which fubfiftted between 
the two nations, and which the King 
has conftantly defired to preferve, I 
have always been, as you know very 
well, Sir, ready and willing to con- 
fer with you on all occafions, and 
upon all objecis concerning your 
miniftry; and have always received 
what came from your part with due 
attention. But fince all connection 
between the two nations is broken off 
by the aggreflion of your’s, and fince 
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I have officially notified unto you 
the King’s Manifefto, and orders 
given in confequence thereof, I 
can no longer behold you as the 
miniiter of a friendly power. You 
cannot, therefore, Sir, attrtbute the 
return of your packer without my 
opening it, but to the execution of 
indifpenfable duty in the prefent 
circumftanees. After an open rup- 
ture, all minifterial communication 
between us muft neceflarily ceafe : 
and anterior orders are no longer 
applicable to the prefent ftate of 
affairs. 
I have the honour, &c. 
(Signed) STORMONT. 





Proceedings of a Board of General 
Officers, held by order of General 
Hi afbington, Commander in Chief 
of the Army of the United States of 
America, relpecting Major John 
Andri,  Adjutant-General of the 


Brith Army, September ag, 1 780. 


Publifhed at Philadelphia, by order 


of Congrefs. 


ExtraZ of Leiters from General 
Wafbington to the Profident of 
Congre/s. 

Robinfon’s Hoxfe in the High 

Lands, Sept. 29, 1780. 
Str, 

Have the honour to inform the 
Congrefs, that I arrived here 
yefterday about twelve o’clock, on 
my return from Hartford. Some 
hours previous to my arrival, Major- 
general Arnold went from his quar- 
ters, which were at thisplace, and, 
as it was fuppofed, over the river to 

the garrifon at Wett-point, whither I 

proceeded myfelf, in order to vifit 

the poft. £ found General Arnold 
had not been there during the day, 
and on my return to his quarters, he 
was ftillabfents In the mean time, 

a packet 
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a packet had arrived from Lieu- 
tenant-colonel Jamefon, announc- 
ing the capture ot John Anderfon, 
who was endeavouring to goto New- 
York with feveral interefting and 
important papers, all in the hand- 
writing of General Arnold. This was 
acco npanied with a letter trom the 

rifoner, avowing himfelf to be Ma- 
jor John André, Adjutant-general to 
the Britith army, relating the man- 
ner of his capture, and endeavouring 
to thew that he did not come under 
the defcription of afpy. From thefe 
feveral circumftances, and informa- 
tion that the General feemed to be 
thrown into fome degree of agitation, 
on receiving a letter a little ame be- 
fore he went from his quarters, I 
was led to conclude immediately, 
that he had heard of Major André’s 
captivity, and that he would, tf pof- 
fible, efcape to the enemy; and ac- 
cordingly tovk fuch meatures as ap- 
peared moft probable to apprehend 
him: but he had embarked in a 
barge, and proceeded down the river, 
under a flag, tothe Vulture fhip of 
war, which lay at fome miles below 
Stoney and Verplank’s Pomt. He 
wrote me a letter after he got on 
board. Major André was mot ar- 
rived yet; but I hope he is fecure, 
and that he will be here to-day. I 
have been, and am taking precau- 
tions, which I truit will prove eftec- 
tual to prevent the unportant conte- 
quences which this conduct, on the 
part ot General Arnoid, was intend- 
ed to produce. IL do not know the 
party that took Major André, bur it 
is faid it coniifted only of a tew mi- 
litia, who acted in fuch a manner 
on the occation, as does them the 
higheft honour, and proves them to 
be men of great virtue. As foonas 
I know their names, I fhall take 
p'eafure in tranimitting them to 
Congrefs. 
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Str, 

I have the honour to inclofe to 
Congrefs a copy of the proceedings 
of a Board of general Officers in the 
caufe of Major André, Adjutant- 
general tothe Britifh army. | his 
officer was executed in purfuance of 
the fentence of the Board, on Moh- 
day the 2d inftant, at twelve o’clock, 
at our late camp at Tappan. Be- 
fides the proceedings, tranfmit 
copies of fundry letters refpeétin 
the matter, which are all that pated 
on the fubject, not included in the 
proceedings. 

I have now the pleafare to com- 
municate the names of the three per- 
fons who captured Major André, antl 
who retufed to releafe him, notwith- 
ftanding the moft earneft importuni- 
ties, and affurances of a liberal re- 
ward on his part. Their names are 
John Paulding, David Williams, 
and Maac Vanwert. 


Proceedings of a Board of General 
Officers, held by order of his Excele 
lency Gen. Wafbington, «ommanier 
in Chief of the Army of the United 
States of America, relpecting Mayor 
Andre,  Adjutant-general of the 
Britifh Army, September 29, 1780, 
at Tappan, in the State of Newe 
York. 

PRESEN T, 
Major general Green, Pretident; 

Major-genera} Lord Stirling, Major 

general st. Clair, Major-general 

the Marquis de la Fayette, Major- 
general Howe, wn sll Munem the 

Baron de Steuben, Brigadier general 

Parfons, Brigadier-general Clinton, 

Brigadier-general Knox, Brigadier. 

general Glover, Brigadier general 

Patterfon, Brigadier-general Hand, 

srigadier-general Huntingdon, Brie 

gadier-general Starke; John Laue 
rence, Judge-advocate-general. 
(2) Major 
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Major André, Adjutant-general 
to the Britifh army, was brought 
before the Board, and the following 
letter from Gencral Wafhington to 
the Board, dated head-quarters, 
Tappan, September 29, 1780, was 
laid before them, and read: 

Gentlemen, , 

Major André, Adjutant-general 
to the Britifh army, will be brought 
before you for your examination. 
He came within our hnes m the 
night, on an interview with Major- 
general Arnold, and in an aflimed 
character, and was taken within our 
lines, in a difguifed habit, with a 
pafs under a feigned name, and with 
the inclofed papers concealed upon 
him. After a careful examination, 
you will be pleafed, as fpeedily as 
poflible, to report a preciie ftate of 
his cafe, together with your opinion 
of the light in which he ought to be 
confidered, and the punifliment that 
ought to be inflidted. The Judge- 
advocate will attend to affift in the 
examination, who has fundry other 

apers, relative to this matter, which 
[ will lay before the Board. 
1 have the honour to be, 
Gentlemen, 
Your moft obedient, 
and humble fervant, 
G. Was#iIncTon. 
The Board of General Officers con 
vened at Tappan. 

The names of the officers com- 
pofing the Board were read to Major 
André, and on his being afked whe- 
ther he confefled the matter contain- 
ed in the etter from his req ves | 
General Wafhington to the Board, 
or denied them, he faid, in addition 
to his letter to General Wafhington, 
dated Salem, the 24th of September, 
3780, which was read to the Board, 
and acknowledged by Major André, 
to have been written by him, which 
letter is as follows: 


od 


e 2.2.8 ERS 
Salem, 24th Sept. 178¢e, 
Sire, 

What I have as yet faid con. 
cerning myfelt, was im the juttifiable 
attempt to be extricated; I am too 
little accuftomed to duplicity to have 
fucceeded, F 

I beg your excellency will be 
perfuaded, that no alteration in the 
temper of my mind, or apprehenfion 
tor my fafetv, induces me to take 
the ftep of addrefling you; but that 
it is to fecure mytelf from an impu- 
tation of having aflumed a mean 
character for treacherous purpofes, 
or iclt-intereft; a conduét incom- 
patible with the principles that ac- 
tuated me, as well as with my con- 
dition in life. 

It is to vindicate my fame that I 
{peak, and not to folicit fecurity. 

The perfon in your poffeffion is 
Major John André, Adjutant-gene- 
ral to the Britifh army. 

The infiuence of one commander 
in the army of his adverfary is an 
advantage taken in war. A cor- 
refpondence for this purpofe I held, 
as confidential (in the prefent in- 
ftance) with his excellency Sir 
Henry Clinton. 

To favour it, lagreed to meet up- 
on ground not within pofts of either 
army, a perfon who was to give me 
intelligence: I came up in the Vul- 
ture man of war for this effect, and 
was fetched by the boat from the 
fhore to the beach: being there, I 
was told, that the approach of day 
would prevent my return, and that 
I muft be concealed until the next 
night. I was in my regimentals, 
and had fairly rifqued my perfon. 

Againft my ftipulation, my in- 
tention, and without my knowledge 
before hand, I was conduéted within 
one of your pots. Your exccllency 
may conceive my fenfation on this 
occafion, and will imagine how much 

more 
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more I muft have been affected, by 
a refufal to re-conduct me back the 
next night as I had been brought. 
Thus become a prifoner, I bad to 
concert my efcape. I quitted my 
uniform, and was paffled another 
way inthe night, without the Ame- 
rican poft, to neutral ground ; and 
being informed I was beyond all 
armed parties, and left to prefs for 
New-York, I was taken at Tarry- 
cown, by fome volunteers. 

Thus, as 1 have had the honour 
to relate, was 1 betrayed (being Ad- 
jutant general of the Britith army) 
sno the vile condition of an enemy 
within your pofts. 

Having avowed myfelf a Britith 
officer, | have nothing to reveal but 
what relates to myfelt, which is true 
on the honour of an officer, and a 
gentleman. 

The requeft I have made to 
your excellency, and I am confcious 
that I addres myfelf well, is, that 
in any rigour policy may dictate, a 
decency of conduct towards me 
may mark, that though unfortunate, 
I am branded with nothing dif- 
honourable; as no motive could be 
mine, butthe fervice of my King, and 
as I was involuntarily an impoftor. 

Another requett is, that I may be 
permitted to write an open letter 
to Sir Henry Clinton, and another 
to afriend for cloaths and linen. 

I take the liberty to mention 
the condition of fome gentlemen at 
Charles-town, who, being either on 
parole, or under protection, were en- 
gaged in a conipiracy againft us. 
Though their fituation is not fimilar, 
they are objeéts who may be fent in 
exchange for me, Or are perions 
whom the treatment I receive might 
affect. 

_ It is no lefs, Sir, in a confidence 
in the generofity of your mind, than 
on account of your fuperiar itation, 


rae? ea & (149) 


that I have chofen to importune 
you with this letter. 1 have the ho- 


nour to be, with the greateft refpect, 
Sir, your excellency’s mott obedient 
and mott humble fervant, 
oun Annee, Adj. Gen. 
His E-xcelleacy Gex. Wajbingten, Se. 


He then faid, that he came on fhore 
from the Vulture floop of war, in the 
night of the twenry-firft of September 
init. fomewhere under the Haver- 
flraw Mountain: thatthe boat he came 
on fhore in carried no flag, and that 
he had ona furtout coat over his 
regimentals, and that he wore his 
furtout coat when he was taken ;— 
That he met General Arnold on the 
fhore, and had an interview with 
himthere. He alfo faid, that when 
he left the Vulture floop of war, it 
was underftood he was to return that 
night; but it was then doubted ; 
and it he could not return he was 
promifed to be concealed on fhore in 
a place of fafety, until the next 
night, when he was to return in the 
fame manner he came on fhore; and 
when the next day came, he was fo- 
licitous to get back, and made en- 
quiries in the courfe of the day, 
how he fhould return, when he was 
informed he could not return that 
way, and he muft take the route he 
did afterwards. He alfo faid, that 
the firft notice he had of his being 
within any of our pofts, was, being 
challenged by the centry, which was 
the firft night he was on the fhore. 
He alfo faid, that the evening of 
the twenty-fecond of September in- 
ftant, he pafled King’s Ferry, be. 
tween our pofts of Stoney and Var- 
plank’s Points, in the drefs he is at 
prefent in, and which he faid was 
not his regimentals; and which drefs 
he procured after he landed from 
the Vulture, and when he was with- 
in ar and that he was pro. 
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ceeding to New-York, but was taken 
on his way at Tarry-town, as he 
mentioned in his letter, on Saturday 
the 23¢ of September inftant, about 
nine o’clock in the morning. 

The following papers were laid 
before the board, and fhewn to 
Major André, who confeffed to the 
board, that they were found on him 
when he was taken; and faid they 
were concealed in his boot, except 
the pals :————— 

A pals trom General Arnold to 
Sobn Anderfon, which name Major 
André acknowledged be affumed. 

Artillery orders, Sepzember 65, 
1580. 

Eitimate of the force at Weft- 
Point and its dependencies, Septem- 
ber 1780. 

Eftimate of men to man the works 
at Weit-point, &c. 

Return of ordnance at Weft-point, 
September, 1780. 

ome on works at Weft-point. 

Copy of a ftate of matters laid be- 
fore a council of war, by his excel- 
lency General Wathington, held the 
6th of September, 1750. 

A letter figned Jobn Anderfon, 
dated September 7, 1780, to Co- 
lonel Sheldon*, was alfo laid before 
the board, and fhewn to Major An- 
dré which he acknowledged to have 
been written by diz, and is as fol- 
lows: 
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“ Sir, New-York, Sept. 7, 1780. 
“ 1 am told my nam is wade 
known to you, and that I may hope 
your indulgence in permitting me 
to meet a friend near your out- 
potts. I will endeavour to obtain 
permiffion to go out with a flag 
which will be fent to Dobb’s Ferry, 
on Monday next, the 11th, at 12 
o’clock, when I fhall be happy to 
meet Mr. G——+. Should I not 
be allowed to go, the c‘licer who is 
to command the efcort, between 
whom and myfeilf no diftinétion need 
be made, can fpeak on the affair. 

** Let me intreat you, Sir, to fa- 
vour a matter fo interefting to the 
parties concerned, and which is of fo 
private a nature, that the public on 
neither fide can be injured by it. 

** I fall be happy on my part, 
in doing any aét of kindnefs to you, 
in a tamily or property concern of 
a fimilar nature. 

** I truft I fhall not be detained, 
but fhould any old grudge be a caufe 
for it, I thould rather nik that, than 
neglect the bulinefs in queftion, or 
aflume a myfterious character to car- 
ry on an innocent affair; and, as 
friends have advited, get your lines 
by ftealth. Iam, Sir, with all regard, 

Your moft obedient 
humble fervant, 
joun AnpERson.” 
Colonel Sheldon. 


* Left it thould be fuppofed that Colonel Sheldon, to whom the above letter is 
addrefied, was privy to the plot carrying on by General Arnold, it is to be obferved, 
that the letter was found among Arnold's papers, and had been tranimitted by Co- 
Jonel Sheldon, who, it appears from a letter on the goth of September to Arnold, 
which inclofed it, had never heard of John Anderfon before. Arnold, in his anfwer 
on the 10th, acknowledged he had not communicated it to him, though he had i- 
formed him, that he expected a perfon would come from New-York, for the purpole 


of bringing him intelligence. 


¢t lt appeass by the tame letter that Arnold had written to Mr. Anderfon, ander 


the fignature of Guflavus. His words are, “ I was obliged to 


rite with great 


caution to him, my letter was figned Guftavus, to prevemt apy difcovery, in cals 


it fell into the hands of the enemy. 
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Major André obferved, that this 
letter could be of no foree in the 
cafe in queition, as it was written in 
New York, when he was under the 
orders of General Clinton, but that 
it tended to prove, that it was not 
his intentions to come within our 
lines. 

The Board having interrogated 
Major André, about his conception 
ot his coming on fhere under the 
function of a flag, he faid, ** that it 
was impoffible for him to fuppofe he 
came on fhore under that fanction ; 
and added, That it he came on fhore 
under that fanction, he, certainly 
might have returned under it.”’ 

Major André having acknowledg- 
ed the preceding facts, and being 
atked whether he had any thing to 
fay refpecting them, anfwered, he 
lett them to operate with the Board. 

The examination of Major André 
being concluded, he was remanded 
into cultody. 

The following letters were laid 
before the Board and read :—Bene- 
dict Arnold’s letter to Gen. Wath- 
ington, daied September 25, 1780. 
Colonel Robinfon’s letter to Gene- 
ral Wafhington, dated September 
26, 1780, and General Ciinton’s 
letter, dated the 26th of September, 
1780, (inclofing a letter of che fame, 
date from Benedict Arnold) to Gee 
neral Wajhington. 

On board the Vulture, Sept. 25, 1780. 
“ Sir, 

* The heart which is confcious 
of its own rectitude, cannot attempt 
to pailiate a ftep which the world 
may cenfure as wrong. I have ever 
atted trom a principle of love to my 
country, fince the commencement 
of the se unhappy conteft be- 
tween Great Britain and her Colo- 
nies: the fame principle of love to 
my country, actuates my prefent 
conduct, however it may appear in- 
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confiftent to the world, who ver 
feldom judge right of any man’s 
actions. 

* | have no favour to atk for my- 
felf. I have too often experienced 
the ingratitude of my country to at- 
tempt it; but from the known hu- 
manity of your exceilency, I am in- 
duced to afk your protection for 
Mrs. Arnold, from every infult and 
injury that a miftaken vengeance of 
my country may expofe her to. It 
ought to fall only on me: fhe is as 
good and as innocent as an angel, 
and is incapable of doing wrong. I 
beg fhe may be permitted to return 
to her friends in Philadelphia, or to 
come to me, as the may chufe, 
From your excellency 1 have no 
fears on her aceount, but the may 
fuffer from the miftaken fury of the 
country. 

** Ihave to requeft that the in- 
clofed letter may be delivered to 
Mrs. Arnold, and the permitted to 
write to me. 

“I have alfo to afk that my 
cloaths and baggage, which are of 
little confequence, may be fent to 
me; if required, their value fhail 
be paid in money. I have the ho- 
nour to be, with great regard and ef- 
teem, your excelleacy’s moft obedi- 
ent fervant, 

B. Axnoip.” 
His Exce Gen. Wafbington. 

“ N.B. In juttice to the gentlee 
men of my family, Colonel War- 
wick, and Major Franks, 1 think 
myfelf in honour bound to declare, 
that they, as well as Jothua Smith, 
Efq. (who I know is fufpeéted) are 
totally ignorant of any tranfactions 
of mine, that they had reafon to be- 
lieve were injurious to the public.” 
Vulture, off Sinfink, Sept, 25, 1780. 

* SiR, 

“ I am this moment informed, 
that Major André, adjutant-general 

(K 4) of 
















































































































































































a em 


ee ee ee 














eT aps 





—, 



















































































(152) PUBLIC 
of his majefty’s army in America, 
is detained as a prifoner by the army 
under your command. It is there- 
fore incumbent on me to inform you 
of the manner of his falling into 
your hands: He went up with a 
flag, at the requeft of General Ar- 
nold, on public bufinefs with him, 
and had his permit to return by 
land to New-York. Upon thefe cir- 
cumftances, Major André cannot be 
detained by you, without the greateft 
violation of flags, and contrary 
to the cuftom and ufage of all na- 
tions; and as I imagine you will 
ice this in the fame manner as I do, 
I muft defire you will order him to 
be fet at liberty, and allowed to re- 
turn immediately. Every ftep Ma- 
jor André took, was by the advice 
and direction of Gencral Arnold, 
even that of taking a feigned name, 
and of courfe not liable to cenfure 
for it. 

lam, Sir, not forgetting our for- 
mer acquaintance, your very humble 
iervant, Bev. Roginson. 

Col. Roy. Americ.” 
His Excellency Gen. Wafbington. 
New-York, Sept. 26, 1780. 
Sir, 

* Being informed that the king’s 
Adjutant-general in America has 
been ftopt, under Major-general Ar- 
nold’s paffports, al is detained a 
prifoner in your Excellency’s army, 
Ihave the honour to inform you, 
Sir, that I permitted Major André 
to go to Major-general Arnold, at 
the particular requett of that general 
officer. You will perceive, Sir, by 
the inclofed paper, that a flag of 
truce was fent to receive Major An- 
dré, and paffports granted for his 
return. I therefore cannot have a 
doubt but your excellency wall im- 
mediately direé, that this officer 
has permiffion to return to my orders 
at New-York. 


PA. FP ERS, 


I have the honour to be, your 
excellency’s moft obedint, and mof 
humble fervant, 

H. Cuinton.” 
His Excellency Gen. Wafbington. 
New-York, Sept. 26, 1780. 
* Sir, 

“ Jn anfwer to your excellency’s 
meflage, refpecting your Adjutant- 
general, Major André, and deliver- 
ing my ideas of the reafon why he 
is detained, being under my paff- 
ports, I have the honour to in- 
form you, that I apprehend a few 
hours muft return Major André to 
your excellency’s orders, as that 
officer is affurediy under the protec- 
tion of a flag of truce, fent by me 
to him, for the purpofe of a con- 
verfation, which | requefted to hold 
with him in -relating to myfelf, and 
which I wifhed to communicate, 
through that officer, to your excel- 
lency. 

** I commanded at the time at 
Weft-point, and had an undoubted 
right to fend my flag of truce for 
Major André, who came to me un- 
der that protection; and having held 
my converfation with him, I deliver- 
ed him confidential papers in my 
own hand-writing, to deliver to your 
excellency. Thinking it much pro- 
perer he fhould return by land, | di- 
rected him to make ufe of the feign- 
ed name of John. Anderfon, under 
which he had by my direétion come 
on fhore, and gave him my paffports 
to go to the White Plains, on his 
way to New-York.—This officer 
cannot, therefore, fail of being im- 
mediately fent to New-York, as he 
was invited to a converfation with 
me, for which I fent him a flag of 
truce, and finally gave him pafiports 
for his fafe return to your excel- 
lency ; all which I had then a right 
to do, being in the aétual fervice of 
America, under the orders of — 
Tra 
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ral Wafhington, and commanding- 
general at Wett-point and its depen- 
dencies. 1 have the honour to be, 
your excellency’s mott obedient, and 
very humble fervant, B. Azwoxp.” 
His Excellency Sir Henry Clinton. 

The board having confidered the 
letter from his excellency General 
Wafhington reipecting Major Andre, 
Adjutant-general tothe Britith army, 
the confctlion of Major André and 
the papers produced to them, report 
to his excellency the commander in 
chief, the follow: ng facts, which ap- 

ear to them relativeto Major Andre: 

Firft, That he came on fhore from 
the Vulture floop of war, in the 
night of the 21{t of September in- 
ftant, on an interview with General 
Arnold, in a private and fecret man- 
ner. 

Secondly, That he changed his 
dreis within our lines, and under a 
feigned name, and in a difguiled 
habit, paffed our works at Stoney 
and Verplank’s points, the evening 
ot the 22d of September inftant, and 
was taken the morning of the 23d of 
September inftant, at Tarry-town, 
in a difguifed habit, he being then 
on his way for New York, and when 
taken, he had in his pofleffion feveral 
papers, which contained intelligence 
for the enemy. 

The board having maturely con- 
fidered thefe facts, do alfo report to 
his excellency General Wafhington, 
that Major André, Adjutant-general 
to the British army, ought to be con- 
fidered as a /py from the enemy, and 
that, agreeable to the law and ufage 
of nations, it is their opinion, he 
ought to fuffer death. 

Nathaniel Green, major-general, 
gcse: Stirling, major-general ; 

Fayette, major-general ; Ar. St. 
Clair, major-general; R. Howe, 
Major-general ; Steuben, major-ge- 
neral ; Samuel H. Paifons, briga- 
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dier-general; James Clinton, briga- 

dier-general; Henry Knox, briga- 

dier-general artillery ; Jobn Glover, 
brigadier-general; John Patterfon, 
brigadier-general; Edward Hand, 
brigadier general; J. Huntingdon, 
brigadier-general; fohn Starke, 
brigadier-general; John Laurence, 
judge-advocate-general. 

APPENDIX. 

Copy of a letter from Major ANDRE, 
Adjutant-general to Sir Henry 
Cuinton, K. B. &e. Se. 

Tappan, Sept. 29, 1780. 
“Sir, 

“ Your excellency is doubtlefs 
already apprifed of the manner in 
which | was taken, and poflibly of 
the ferious light in which my con- 
duct is confidered, and the rigorous 
determination that is impending. 

“ Under thefe circumftances, I 
have obtained General Wathington’s 
permiflion to fend you this letter, 
the object of which is, to remove 
from your breaft any fufpicion that 
I could imagine I was bound by 
your excellency’s orders to expofe 
myfelf to what has happened. The 
events of coming within an enemy’s 
pofts, and of changing my drefs, 
which led me to my prefent fitua- 
tion, were contrary to my own in- 
tentions, as they were to your or- 
ders; and the circuitous route 
which I took to return, was impofed, 
(perhaps unavoidably) without al- 
ternative, upon me. 

“ lam perfeétly tranquil in mind, 
and prepared for any fate to which 
an honett zeal for my King’s fervice, 
may have devoted me. 

“‘ In addrefling myfelf to your 
excellency on this occafion, the 
force of all my obligations to you, 
and of the attachment and gratitude 
I bear you, recurs to me. With all 
the warmth of my heart, I give you 
thanks for your excellency’s profufe 
kindacfs 
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kindnefs to me! and I fend you the 
mot earneft withes for your welfare, 
which a faithful, affectionate, and 
refpectful attendant can frame. 

* | have a mother and threc fitters, 
to whom the value of my commiffion 
would be an object, as the lofs of 
Grenada has much affected their in- 
come. It is needlefs to be more ex- 
plicit on this fubjeét; I am perfuad- 
ec of your excellency’s goodnefs. 

‘“* | receive the greateit attention 
from his excellency General Wath- 
ington, and from every perfon un- 
der whoie charge i happen to be 
placed. : 

** | have the honour to be, with 
the moft refpeétful attachment, your 
excellency’s moft obedient, and moft 
humble fervant, 

Joun Anpre, adjutant-gen. 
(Addrefied ) 
His Excellency Sir Henry 
K. B. be. &sc. &Se. 


Clinton, 


y of a letter from his Excellency 
General Wafbington,-to bis Excel- 
lency Sir Henry Clinton. 
Head Quarters, Sept. 30, 1780. 
“ Sie, 

*“ In anfwer to your excellency’s 
letter of the 26th inft. which I had 
the honour to receive, I am to in- 
form you, that Major André was 
taken under fuch circumftances, as 
would have juftified the moft fum- 
mary proceedings againit him. I 
determined, however, to refer his 
cafe to the examination and decifion 
of a board of general officers, who 
have reported, on his free and vo- 
luntary confeffion and letters, 


* That he came on fhore from the 
Vulture floop of war, in the night 
of the 24 of September,” &c. &c. 
as in the report of the board of ge- 
neral officers, 

“ From thefe proceedings it is 
evident, Major André was employed 
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in the execution of meafures very 
foreign to the objects of flags of 
truce, and fuch as they were never 
meant to authorize or countenance 
in the moft diftant degree; and this 
gentleman confefied, with the great- 
eft candour, in the courfe of his ex- 
amination, “ ‘That it was impoffible 
for him to fuppofe, he came on fhore 
under the fan¢tion of a flag.”” I have 
the honour to be your excellency’s 
moft obedient, and mot humble 
fervant, 
G. WasHincton.” 
(Addreffed) 

His Excellency Sir Henry Clinton. 

In this letter, Major Andri’s, of 
the 29th of September, to Sir Henry 
Clinton, was tran{mitted. 


New-York, Sept. 26, 1780, 
“< SiR, 

‘* Perfuaded that you are inclined 
rather to promote than prevent the 
civilities and acts of humanity, which 
the rules of war permit between civi- 
lized nations, I find no difficulty in 
reprefenting to you, that feveral |ct- 
ters and meflages fent from hence, 
have been diiregarded, are unan- 
fwered, and the flags of truce that 
carried them, detained. As I ever 
had treated all flags of truce with 
civility and refpect, I have a right to 
hope, that you will order my com- 
plaint to be immediately redreffed. 

Major André, who vifited an offi- 
cer commanding in a diftrict at his 
own defire, and acted in every cir- 
cumftance agreeable to his direétion, 
I find is detained a prifoner; my 
friendflip for him leads me to fear, 
he may fuffer fome inconvenience 
for want of neceflaries; ] wifh to be 
allowed to fend him a few, and fhall 
take it as a favour if you will be 
pleafed to permit his fervant to de- 
liver them. In Sir Henry Clinton‘s 
abfence, it becomes @ part of my 


duty 
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duty to make this reprefentation and 
req eft. P 
I am, “ir, your Excellency’s moft 
obcdient humble fervant, 
amzes Ropertson, Licut. Gen. 


His Excclleacy Gen. Wafbington. 


Tappan, Scpt. 30, 1780. 
Srr, 

I have juft received your letter 
of the 26th. Any deiay which may 
have attended your flags has pro- 
ceeded trom accident, and the pecu- 
liar circumftances of the occafion, 
not from any intentional neglect, 
or violation. The letter that ad- 
mitted ot an anfwer, has received 
one as early as it could be given 
with propriety, tranfmitted by a flag 
this morning. As to meflages, I 
am uniniormed of any that have 
been fent. 

The neceffaries for Major Andit 
will be delivered to him, agreeable 
fo your requett. 

J am, Sir, your mo obedient 
humble tervant, 

G. WasuIncron. 
His Excellency Lieut. General Ro- 
bertjon, New-York. 


New-York, Scpt. 30, 1780. 
Str, 

From your excellency’s letter of 
this date, 1 am perfuaded the Board 
of General Officers, to whom you 
referred the cale of Major André 
cannot have been rightly informed 
of all the circumftances on which 
a judgment ought to be formed. I 
think it of the higheft moment to 
humanity, that your excellency 
fhould be perfectly apprized of the 
fate of this matter, before you pro- 
ceed to put that judgment in execu- 
tion. 

For this reafon, I thall fend his 
Excellency Lieutenant-general Ro- 
bertfon, and two other genticmen, 
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to give you a true ftate of fads, 
and to declare to you my fentiments 
and refolutions. They will fet out 
to-morrow as early as the wind and 
tide will permit, and wait near 
Dobb’:-ferry for your permiffion and 
{.fe conduct, to meet your Excel- 
lency, or fuch perfons as you may 
appoint, to converfe with them on 
this fubject. 

I have the honour to be your 
Excellency’s moft obedient and hum- 
ble fervant, H. Curnron. 

P. 5S. The Hon. Andrew Elliot, 
E{y. Lieutenant-governor, and the 
Hon. William Smith, Chief |uttice 
of this province, will attend his ex- 
cellency Licutenant-general Robert- 
fon. H, C, 
His Excellency Gen. Wafbington, 


Lieutenant - general Robertfon, 
Mr. Elliot, and Mr. Smith, came 
up in a flag veflel to Dobb’s-ferry, 
agreeable to the above letter. The 
two lait were not fuffered to land. 
General Robertion was permitted to 
come on fhore, and was met by Ma- 
jor general Greene, who verbally 
reported, that General Robertfon 
mentioned to him in fubftance what 
is contained in his letter of the ad 
of Ot. to Gen. Walhington., 


New-York, O8. 1, 1780. 

Sir, 
I take this opportunity to inform 
your Excellency, that I confider my- 
iclf no longer acting under the com- 


miflion of Congrefs: their laftto me 
being among my papers at Weft- 
Point, you, dir, will make fuch uf 
of it as you think r. 

At the fame time I beg leave to 
affure your Excellency, that my ate 
tachment to the true intereft of my 
country is invariable, and that I am 
actuated by the fame principle which 
has ever been the governing rule of 

my 
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my conduét in this unhappy con- 
teit. 

I have the honour to be, very 
refpectfully, your Excellency’s mott 
obedient humble fervant. 

B. ArNo.p. 
His Excellency General Wa/fbington. 


Greyhound Schooner, Flag of Truce, 
Dobb’s-Ferry, Odt. 24 1780. 
STR, 

A note I have from General 
Greene, leaves me in doubt if his 
memory had ferved him to relate to 
you, with exa¢tnefs, the fubftance of 
the converfation that had paffed be- 
tween himand myfelf, on the fubje¢t 
of Major André: in an affair of fo 
much confequence to my friend, to 
the two armics, and humanity, I 
would leave no poffibility of a mif- 
underftanding, and therefore take 
the liberty to put in writing the 
fubftance of what I faid to General 
Greene. 

I offered to prove, by the evidence 
of Colonel Robinfon, and the officers 
of the Vulture, that Major André 
went on fhore at General Arnold’s 
defire, in a boat fent for him with a 
flag of truce; that he not ef came 
afhore with the knowledge and under 
the protection of the general who 
commanded in the diftriét, but that 
he took no ftep while on fhore, but 
by the direction of General Arnold, 
as will appear by the inclofed letter 
from him to your Excellency. Under 
thefe circumftances, 1 could not, and 
hoped you would not, confider Ma- 
or André as a {py, for any improper 

hrafe in his letter to you. 

The facts he relates correfpond 
with the evidence Ioffer; but he ad- 
mits a conclufion that does not fol- 
ow. The change of cloaths and 
name was ordered by General Ar- 

old, under whofe directions he ne- 
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ceffarily was while within his com. 
mand. 

As General Greene and I did 
not agree in opinion, I withed, that 
difinterefted gentlemen of know. 
ledge of the law of war and na- 
tions might be afked their opinion 
on the fubject, and mentioned Mon- 
fieur Knyphaufen and General Ro- 
chambault. 

I related, that a Captain Ro. 
binfon had been delivered to Sir 
Henry Clinton as a fpy, and un. 
doubtedly was fuch; but that it 
being fignified to him, that you 
were defirous that the man fhould 
be exchanged, he had ordered him 
to be exchanged. 

I wifhed that an intercourfe of 
fuch civilities, as the rules of war 
admit of, might take off many’ of 
its horrors. I adinitted that Ma- 
jor André had a great fhare of 
Sir Henry Clinton’s efteem, and 
that he would be infinitely obliged 
by his liberation; and that, if he 
was permitted to return with me, 
I would engage to have any perfon 
you would be pleafed to name, fr 
at liberty. 

I added, that Sir Henry Clin- 
ton had never put to death any per- 
fon for a breach of the rules of war, 
though he had, and now has, many 
in his power. Under the prefent 
circumftances, much good may arife 
from humanity, much ill from the 
want of it. If that could give any 
weight, I beg leave to add, that your 
favourable treatment of Major An- 
dré, will be a favour I fhould ever 
be intent to return to any you hold 
dear. 

My memory does not retain, 
with the exacétnefs 1 could with, the 
words of the letter which General 
Greene fhewed me from Major An- 
drt to your Excellency. For Sir 

Henry 
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Henry Clinton's fatisfaction, I beg 
you will order a copy of it to be fent 
to me at New York. 

I have the honour to be, your 
Excellency’s moft obedient and mot 
humble fervant, 


James Rosertson. 
His Excellency Gen. Wa/fbington. 


New York, O&. 1, 1780. 
SiR, 

The polite attention fhewn by 
your Excellency and the gentlemen 
of your family to Mrs. Arnold, 
when in diftrefs, demands my grate- 
ful acknowledgment and thanks, 
which I beg leave to prefent. 

From your Excellency’s letter to 
Sir Henry Clinton, I find a Board of 
Gencral Officers have given it as 
their opinion, that Major André 
comes under the defcription of a {py ; 
my good opinion of the candour and 
juttice of thofe gentlemen leads me 
to believe, that if they had been 
made fully acquainted with every 
circumftance refpeéting Major An- 
drt, they would by no means 
have confidered him in the light of 
a fpy, or even of a prifoner. In 
juftice to him, I think it my duty 
to declare that he came from on 
board the Vulture at my particular 
requeft, by a flag fent on purpofe 
for him by Jofhua Smith, Efq. who 
had permiffion to go to Dobb’s-ferry 
to carry letters, and for other pur- 

fes not mentioned, and to return. 
This was done as a blind to the fpy- 
boats. Mr. Smith at the fame time 
had my private directions to go on 
board theV ulture, and bring on fhore 
Colonel Robinfon, or Mr. mer 
Anderfon, which was the name I had 
requefted Major André to affume; 
at the fame time I defired Mr. 
Smith to inform him, that he fhould 
have my proteétion, and a fafe paff- 
port to returm in tue iame “boat, as 
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foon as our bufinefs was completed, 
As feveral accidents intervened to 
prevent his being fent on board, I 
gave him my paffport to return by 
land. Major André came on fhore 
in his uniform (without difguife) 
which, with much reluctance, at 
my particular and prefling inftance, 
he exchanged for another coat. I 
furnifhed him with a horfe and fad- 
dle, and pointed out the route by 
which he was to return: and as 
commanding officer in the depart- 
ment, I had an undoubted right to 
tranfact all thefe matters, which, if 
wrong, Major André ought by no 
means to futfer for them. 

But if, after this juft and candid 
reprefentation of Major Andrd’s 
cale, the Board ot General Officers 
adhere to their former opinion, I 
fhall fuppofe it dictated by paffion 
and refentment; and if that gentle- 
man fhould fuffer the feverity of 
their fentence, 1 fhould think my- 
felf bound by every tie of duty and 
honour, to retaliate on fuch unhap- 
py perfons of your army as may fall 
within my power, that the refpeét 
due to flags, and to the law of na- 
tions, may be better underftood and 
obferved. 

I have farther to obferve, that 
forty of the principal inhabitants of 
South Carolina have juftly forfeited 
their lives, which have hitherto been 
fpared, by the clemency ot his ex- 
cellency Sir Henry Clinton, who 
cannot in juftice extend his mercy 
to them any longer, tf Major André 
fuffers; which, in all probabilit 
will open a fcene of blood, at which 
humanity will revole 

Suffer me to entreat your Exe 
cellency, for your own, and the ho- 
nour of humanity, and the love you 
have of juitice, that you fuffer not 
an unjuit fentence to touch the life 
of Major André, 

But 
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Bit if this warning fhould be dif- 
regarded, and he fuffer, I call hea- 
ven and earth to witnefs, that your 
Excellency will be juftly anfwerable 
for the torrent of blood that may 
be fpilt in confequence. 

I have the honour to be, with 
due refpeét, your Excelleney’s moft 
obedient and very humble fervant, 

B. ARNOLD. 
His Excellency Gen. Wafbington. 


Tappan, OF. 1, 1780. 
Sir, 

Buoyed above the terror of death, 
by the confcioufnefs of a life de- 
voted to honourable purfuits, and 
ftained with no a¢tion that can give 
me remorfe, I truft that the requett 
I make to your Excellency at this 
ferious period, and which is to 
foften my laft moments, will not be 
rejected. 

Sympathy towards a foldier will 
furely induce your Excellency anda 
military tribunal to adopt the mode 
of my death to the feelings of a man 
of honour. 

Let me hope, Sir, that if aught 
in my character impreffles you with 
efteem towards me, if aught in my 
misfortunes marks me as the victiin 
of policy, and not of refentment, I 
fhallexperience the operation ot thefe 
feelings in your breaft, by being 
informed that I am not to die ona 
gibbet. 

I have the honour to be, your 
Excellency’s moft obedient and mott 
humble fervant, 

Joun Anpre, 
Adj. Gen. to the Britifh Army. 


The time which elapfed between 
the capture of Major André, which 
was the 23d of September, and his 
execution, which did not take place 
till twelve o’clock on the 2d of Oc- 
tober; tke mode of trying him; his 
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letter to Sir Henry Clinton, K. B. 
on the 29th of September, in which 
he faid, “I receive the greateft at- 
tention from his Excellency General 
Wafhington, and from every perfon 
under whofe charge 1 happen to be 
placed ;”” not to mention many other 
acknowledgments which he made of 
the good treatment he received; 
muft evince, that the proceedings 
againft him were not guided b 
patiion or refentment. The praétice 
and ufage of war were againft his 
requeft, and made the indulgence 
he folicited, circuinftanced as he was, 
inadmiihible. 
Publithed by order of Congrefs. 
Cuarves Tomson. 





General Arnald’s Addrefs ta the In- 
habitants of America, afier having 
abandoned the fervice of the Congré/s. 


New York, OF. 7, 1780. 


Should forfeit, even in my own 
opinion, the place 1 have fo 
long held in your’s, if I could be in- 
different to your approbation, and 
filent on the motives which have 
induced me to join the King’s arms. 
A very few words, however, fhall 
iuffice upon a fubject fo perfonal ; 
for to the thoufands who fufler un- 
der the tyranny of the ufurpers in 
the revolted provinces, as — as to 
the great multitude who have long 
wifhed for its fubverfion, this in- 
ftance of my conduct can want no 
vindication ; and as to the clais of 
men who are criminally protracting 
the war from finifter views at the 
expence of the public intereft, I 
prefer their enmity to their applaufe. 
I am, therefore, only concerned in 
this addrefs to explain mytlelf to 
fuch of my countrymen, as want 
abilities or opportumities to ap 
the 
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the artifices by which they are 
juped. 

' Saving fought by your fide when 
the love of our country animated our 
arms, I fall expect, from your juf- 
tice and candour, what your de- 
ceivers with more art and lefs ho- 
nefty, will find it inconfiftent with 
their own views to admit. 

When I quitted domeftic happi- 
nefs for the perils of the field, I 
conceived the rights of my country 
in danger, and that duty and honour 
called me to her defence. A redrefs 
of grievances was my only object 
and aim: however, I acquiefced in 
a ftep which I thought precipitate, 
the d@claration of Indepeadence. 
To juftify this meafure, many plau- 
fible reaions were urged, which could 
no longer exift, when Great Britain, 
with the open arms of a parent, of- 
fered to embrace us as children, and 
grant the wifhed for redrefs. 

And now that her worit enemies 
are in her own bofom, I fhould 


change my principles if I confpired 


with their defigns. Yourfelves be- 
ing judges, was the war the lefs 
jut, becaufe fellow-fubjeé&s were 
confidered as our foe? You have 
felt the torture in which we raifed 
our arms againft a brother. God 
incline the guilty protractors of thofe 
unnatural diffentions to refign their 
ambition; and ceafe from their de- 
lufion, in compaffion to kindred 
blood ! 

I anticipated your queftion, Was 
not the war a defenfive one until 
the French joined in the combina- 
tion? I anfwer, that I thought fo. 
You will add, Wasit not afterwards 
neceflary, till the feparation of the 
Britifh empire was complete? By 
no means: m contending for the 
welfare of my countey, Lam tree to 

Clare my opimon, that chis end 
attaine i, ald ftrte thould have 
ccafed, 
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I lamented therefore the ime 
policy, tyranny, and  injuftice, 
which, with a fovereign conte 
of the people of America, ftudioully 
neglected to take their collective 
fentiments of the Britith propofals of 
peace, and to negociate under a 
iufpenfion of arms, for an adjuft- 
ment of differences: I lamented it 
as a dangerous facrifice of the great 
interefts of this country to the par- 
tial views of a proud, ancient, and 
crafty foe. 1 had my fufpicions of 
fome imperfections in our councils, 
on propofals prior to the parliamen- 
tary commiffion of 1778; but hav- 
ine then lefs to do in the cabinet 
than the field, (I will not pronounce 
peremptorily as { me may, and pers 
haps juitly, that Congrefs have veiled 
them from the public eye) I conti- 
nued to be met or in the negligent 
confidence of a foldier. But the 
whole world faw, and all America 
confefied, that the overtures of the 
fecond commiffion exceeded our 
wifhes and expectations ; and if there 
was any fufpicion of the national li- 
berty, it arofe from its excefs. 

Do any believe we were at that 
time really entangled by an alliance 
with France? Unfortunate decep- 
tion! they have been duped by a 
virtuous credulity, in the incautioug 
moments of intemperate paflion, to 
give up their felicity to ferve a na- 
tion wanting both the will and the 
power to protect us, and aiming at 
the deftruction both of the Mother- 
country and the Provinces. In the 
plainnefs of common fenfe, for I 
pretend to no eafuiftry, did the pre. 
tended treaty with the court of Ver. 
failles amount to more than an over. 
ture to America? Certainly nor; 
becaufe no authority had been given 
by the people to conclude it; nor 
to this very hour have they authe- 
rifed its ratification, The articles 
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of confederation remain ftill un- 
figned. 

In the firm perfuafion, therefore, 
that the private judgment of an 
individual citizen of this country is 
as free from all conventional re- 
ftraints, fince as betore the infidious 
offers of France, I preferred thofe 
from Great Britain; thinking it in- 
finitely wifer and fafer to cait my 
confidence upon her juttice and ge- 
nerofity, than to trufta monarchy 
too feeble to eftablith your indepen 
dency, fo perilous to her diitant 
dominions: the enemy of the Pro- 
teftant faith, and fraudulently avow- 
ing an affection for the libertics of 
mankind, while fhe holds her native 
fons in vaflalage and chains. 

I affect no difguife, and theretore 
frankly declare, that in thefe prin- 
ciples | had determined to retain my 
arms and command for an opportu- 
nity to furrender them to Great 
Britain; and in concerting the mea- 
fures for a purpofe, in my opinion, 
as grateful as it would have been 
beneficial to my country, I was only 
folicitous to accomplifh an event of 
decifive importance, and to prevent 
as much as poffible, in the execution 
of it, the effufion of blood. 

With the higheft fatistaction I 
bear teftimony to my old tellow-fol- 
diers and citizens, that I find folid 
ground to rely upon the clemency 
of our fovercign, and abundant con- 
viction that is the generous inten- 
tion of Great Britain, notonly toleave 
the right and privileges of the colo- 
nies unimpaired, together with their 

rpetual exemption from taxation, 
a. to fuperadd fuch farther benefits 
as may confift with the common 
profperity of the empire. In fhort, 
I fought for much leis than the pa- 
rent country is as willing to grant 
to her colonies as they can be to re- 
ceive or enjoy. 

Some may think I cont.nued in 
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the ftrugele of thefe unhappy da 
vs 
too long, and others that I uitted it 
too foon. To the firft | reply, that 
I did not fee with their eyes. nor 
perhaps had fo favourable a fituation 
to look from: and that to our com. 
mon matter I am willing to ttand or 
fall. In behalf of the candid among 
the latter, fome of whom I believe 
ferve blindly but honettly, in the 
hands I have left, I pray God to 
give them all the lights requifite to 
their own fafety betore it is toolate: 
and with refpect to that herd ot cen- 
furers, whofe enmity to me origi- 
nates in their hatred to the principles 
by which I am now led to devote 
my life to the re-union of the Bris 
tith empire, as the beft and only 
Means to dry up the itreams ot mis 
fery that have deluged this country, 
they may be aflured, that confcjous 
of the rectitude of my intentions, | 
fhalltreat their malice, and calumnies 
with contempt and neglect. 
B. Arnon, 





An Account of the Diffribution of the 
Sum of 1,000,000/. granted to bis 
Mayefty to defray any extraordinary 
E-xpences incurred, or to be incurs 
red, on Account of Miltary Ser 
mices for the year 1779. 


Dates of Warrants. 


Aug. QO Henry 
e Theophilus 
Clements, Eig. de- 
puty vice-treafurer of 
Ireland, to be by him 
trom time to time ap- 
plied for defraying 
the charges and ex- 
pences of encamp- 
ments, and other mi- 
litary fervices in Ire- 
land — — 50,000 0 0 
Feb. 3. To Tho. 
Harley and Henry 


Drum- 
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Protefi of the Lords, on the “6th of 
















































ys Drummond, Efqrs. to 
ie be by them, cee March, 1780. 
, invelied im the 
a Se ading Spanith HE order of the =! being 
on and Portugal coins, read for the Lords to be fum- 
ae for the ufe and fer- moned, 
or vice of his majefty’s It was moved, ‘ That whereas 
ng forcesin North Ame- 4 d, the Marquis of Carmarthen was difs 
ve “a= — 74,834 4 miffed from his employment of the 
the To ditto for ditto fer- Lieutenancy of the Fatt-Riding of 
to vice = ——s 11,977 7 the county of York, on the morn- 
to Mar. 12. To ditto ing of that day, when his opinion 
te: for ditto fervice 49,050 2 to fupport with his vote a motion 
ens 22. To ditto for that was made in this Houfe on the 
gis ditto fervice — 200,000 8th of February laft, was wellknown; 
les April 9. To ditto for and whereas the Earl of Pembroke 
ote ditto fervice — 30,000 was likewife difmified from the 
ris To ditto for ditto fer- Lieutenancy of the county of Wilts 
ily vice _ — 28,000 foon after he gave his vote on 
nis 28. To ditto for ditto the fame queftion, which office of 
ry, fervice — — 31,489 lieutenancy has been at all times 
Us To ditto for ditto fer- important, but moft peculiarly fo, 
a fervice — — 62,778 under the prefent contented ot the 
ies To ditto for ditto fer- militi:; And whereas no caufe has 
vice  — — 4,200 been fuggefted, or communicated 
“Ds June 17. To ditto for to cither of the faid noble lords for 
—~ ditto fervice — $2,115 fuch difiniffion, this Houfe, theres 
the 23. To ditto for ditto fore, has ftrong ground to believe, 
bi fervice — — 27,264 that the fame had reference to their 
ary July 8. To ditto for conduét in parliament.” 
e4 ditto fervice — 43,383 And it is therefore moved, ** That 
_ 15. ‘To ditto for ditto an humble addrefs be prefented to 
fervice — — 76,002 his majefty to defire, that he would 
28 To ditto for ditto be gracioufly pleafed to acquaint 
fervice — = 20,000 this Houfe, whether he has been 
Aug. 4. To ditto for advifed, and by whom, to difmifs 
ditto fervice — 93,550 the faid two noble lords, or either 
20, To ditto for ditto of them, from their faid employ- 
fervice — — 43,483 ments, for their conduct in parlias 
25. To ditto for ditto ment.” 
fervice — — 36,948 Which being objected to, after 
O&. 15. To ditto for long debate, the gueftions was put 
ditto fervice, in part thereupon. 
Of 352,705l.12s.7d. 44,119 15 O Refolved in the negative. 
_ Contents, 31,° Proxies, 8—39 
1,000,000 0 o Notcontents,66, Proxies, 26—g2 
” ——_—_——— Diffenticnt, 
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War-Office, Becaufe we cannot entertain a 


Feb, 29, 1779, C. JENKINSON. doubt, but that the two noble lords, 
sia 1780, (L) whofe 
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whofe removals from their lieute- 
nancies, have given rife to this mo- 
tion, fuffered this mark of his ma- 
jefty’s difpleafure, for their conduct 
in parliament. 

The facts expreffed of the motion 
were fufficient in themfelves to fa- 
tisfy any reafonable perfon, that 
this was the fole caufe of their dif- 
miffion, and might well have jufti- 
fied an immediate fenfure on the 
advifers of that unconftitutional 
meafure. But the motion, at the 
fame time that it was calculated to 

oint the cenfure at thofe advifers 
f name, if it fhould have been 
merited, gave them an opportunity 
of being exculpated, if guiltlefs, by 
the folemn teftimony, which his 
majefty would, in fuch cafe, have 
given of their innocence. 

2dly, Becaufe the offer made by 
the noble lord who propofed this ad- 
drefs, that it fhould be withdrawn, 
if any one of his majefty’s minitters 
would declare upon his honour that 
thefe removals were for any other 
caufe, than that which has been al- 
ledged, and the filence with which 
minitters thought fit to receive this 
propolal, although called upon by 
ilmoft every lord who fpoke tor the 
motion, is an additional reafon for 
confirming us in our belief, that 
his majefiy has been advifed to re- 
snove the two noble lords from their 
jievtenancies fer their conduct in 
parliament. 

adly, Becaufe we confider this 
difmifion of lords from high and 
honourable offices, on account of 
their proceedings in parliament, to 
be a violation of the Bill of Rights, 
wich declares, 

** That proceedings in parliament 
ought not to be impeached or quef- 
ioned (much lefs punifhed) in any 
court or place out of parliament.”’ 
And we are greatly apprehenfive of 
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the confequences, if this daring a 
tempt to fubvert one of the ; 4 
facred principles of our con{; — 
fhould pafs with i punity widen 
= , é ye crow 
into precedent. . 
4thly, Becaufe the mifchievoy 
tendency of fuch influence is ore a 
augmented by the connection whick 
the offices in queftion (licutenancies 
of counties) have with the prefent 
conftitution of the militia. Thor 
important branch of the nationd 
detence has been fo altered as na 
have almott loft tight of the original 
principles of an Englith militia, 
rhe notorious abufes introduced jn. 
to it, and the difregard paid to the 
few wholefome regulations remain. 
ing in it, would foon make the mi. 
litia a dangerous inftrument in the 
hands of the minitter, were it por 
for the exemplary zeal of thofe veg: 
tlemen, who, facrificing every de. 
gree of domettic comfort, and {ube 
mitting to unneceflary and dittnt 
removals from their counties, {till 
endeavour to maintain its purity in 
the character of its officers ; and we 
confider thefe alterations and abufes 
as giving the more juft grounds of 
apprehenfion and jealouty, as they 
tend to affimilate the militia in prin- 
ciple and in habits to the ftanding 
army, in which alfo dangerous in- 
novations appear daily taking place; 
innovations, which though charged 
in the debate, were neither denied 
nor defended. 

Laftly, Beeaufe when minifters, 
in the fame moment that they are 
exerting the influence of the crown 
in a moft corrupt and unconiticution- 
al manner, think fit to aflert, in 
contradiction to the evidence of all 
our fenfes, that it is not increafed, 

nd is not formidable, we can have 
little hope that fuch minifters will 
ever fuffer that influence to be di- 


minifhed, although its diminution is 
Qghe 
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pne of the principal objects of the 


er and petition of the people, 
adel on a feeling fenfe of the in- 


creafed, increafing, and formidable 
extent of it. 


Harcourt Manchefter 
Wycombe Rockingham 
Craven Rutland 
Camden Abingdon 

De Ferrars Abergavenny 
Ponfonby Fitzwilliam 
King Richmond 
Derby Effingham 
Beaulieu Radnor. 
Devonthire 


pan 


Protel of the Peers againft the Rejec- 
tion of the Contractors Bill, April 
14, 1720. 





HE queftion being put, whe- 
ther the bill fhould be com- 
mitted, there appeared, 
For the commitment, 41 
Againft it, Go 
Diffentient, 
Ricumonn, Harcourt, JERsey. 

Becaufe the Commons, defirous of 
re eftablifhing the reputation and au- 
thority of parliament, and of giving 
futisfaction to the people, at a time 
when the moft cordial and uniufpi- 
cious confidence between the repre- 
fentative and the conitituent bodies 
is effentially neceflary, have come to 
arefolution, ** That it is neceffary 
to declare, that the influence of the 
Crown has increafed, is increafing, 
and ought go be diminifhed.” 

This refolution we conceive to be 
undeniably true, and highly feafon- 
able. Their commencement of the 
diminution (which they have fo- 
lemnly engaged to make) by the 
bill here rejected, is no lefs judici- 
ous. In the midft of a war, in 
which nothing (among all its unhap- 
Py circumftances) is more remark- 
able than the prodigality with which 


it is carried on, it appears peculiar- 
ly neceflary to remove from parlia+ 
ment the fufpicion that the rafli 
adoption, the obftinate continuance, 
and the corrupt fupply of militar 
arrangements, are connected wit 
the fupport of a court majority in 
parliament. 

2dly, Becaufe the people, op- 
preffed with actual impofitions, and 
terrified with the certain profpect of 
farther and heavier burthens, have 
aright to beaffured, that none fhould 
have a power of laying thofe bur- 
thens, who have an intereft in in- 
creafingthem. Neither is it fit that 
they who are the principal fubjects 
of complaint, fhould fit as the con- 
trollers of their own condu€. Con- 
tracts can never be fairly made, 
when the parliamentary fervice of the 
contractor is neceffaril, underftood as 
part of the agreement, and muft be 
reckoned into the price. But the moft 
unexceptionable contract, being a 
matter of great advantage to the con- 
tractor, it becomes a means of ine 
fluence even when it is not a prin- 
ciple of abufe. It is the greateft of 
all the bribes a minilter has to be- 
fiow ; and one day’s job may be 
worth the purchafe of the tee of 
moft of the places and peifions that 
are held in that houtfe. | 

gdly, Becaufe no reafons have 
been affigned for rejection of this 
bill, but fuch as appear to us frivos 
lous or dangerous. It was argued as 
necefiary to abate “ the phrenzy of 
virtue,” which bezan to fhew itfelf in 
the Houfe of Commons. This new 
{pecies of phrenzy, we look upon 
to be rather a character of found- 
nefs than a fymptom of infanity 3 
and we fairly declare, that as we 
frequently come into contact with 
the other Houle, we heartily with 
that that diftemper may become con. 


tagious. Another reafen afligned 
(L 2) oguini 
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againft this bill, that it is not pof- 
fible for vaft pecuniary emoluments 
to have any influence on members 
of parliament, appears to originate 
from fo perfect a puerility of under- 
ftanding, or fuch a contempt of that 
of the Houfe and the nation, that it 
is mentioned as a matter to be ani- 
madverted upon, not anfwered. Of 
the fame nature is the argument 
drawn from the fuppofed improbabili- 
ty of abufes in contracts, becaufe the 
law has left in the hands of mini- 
ters the means of profecuting at law 
the fupporters of their power, and 
the accomplices of their own fraud 
and malverfation. Thefe arguments 
will give little fatisfaction to thofe 
who look at the Houfe of Lords as 
a barrier againft fome poffibly fud- 
den and miftaken warmth of the 
Houfe of Commons that might be in- 
jurious to the juft prerogatives of the 
Crowe, or the rights of the people ; 
but we will not bear the grofs abufe 
of this conttitutional power ; or that 
this Houfe fhould fet itfelf as an ob- 
ftruétion to the moft honourable, 
manly, and virtuous refolution ever 
come to by an houfe of Commons; 
a refolution made in dire¢t confor- 
nity tothe petitions of their confti- 
tuents. We proteft, therefore, a 
gainit our ftanding inthe way of 
even the firft iteps taken towards pro- 
moting the independence, integrity, 
and virtue of the Houte of Parlia- 
meng. 


De Ferrars Scarborough 
Fortefcue Ofborne 
Ponfonby Coventry 
Pemb. and Montgom. Abingdon 
Beaulieu Abergavenny 
Manchetter Wycombe 
Fitzwilliam Ferrers 
Devonfhire J. St. Afaph 
Rockingham Cholmondeley 
Courtenay St. John 
Perey Portland. 
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For the firft and third reafons a 
dopting however very heartily in the 
here ftate of parliamentary repre. 
entation the found principles con. 
tained in the fecond, which yet] 
conceive inapplicable to this bill. 

\ADNOR, 
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Addrefi of Sir Ceeil Wray to bys 
Conftituents, 
To the Bailiffi, Aldermen, and B 


gelfes of Eaft Retford, 


S from you, my conttituents, 
did I receive my political ex. 
iftence, to you am I conttitutionally 
accountable for the manner in which 
I have exercifed ir. 

It has ever been my opinion, that 
the reprefentative of a free people 
was under an obligation, implied in 
his election, to obey the inftructions 
of his conftituents—that their power 
of re-chooling or rejecting him, 
once in feven years, was by no 
means a barrier to the abufe of the 
truft repofed in him—feven years 
being almoft equal to the worth of 
moft gentlemen’s lives—feven years, 
in a corrupt affembly, long enough 
to rivet any chains a defpotic mo- 
narch, and abandoned adminiftrae 
tion, may impofe. In lefs than feven 
years, we have feen the ruin of this 
once happy, extended empire—a 
bankrupt treafury, difcontented peo- 
ple, and impaired conftitution. 

As it was my principle to obey, fo 
I ever wifh to receive your inftruc- 
tions—this you with generofity, 
and a confidence in your reprefenta- 
tive’s good intentions, have always 
declined giving—a confidence the 
more flattering, as I have great rea- 
fon to think that the parts I have 
taken, in thofe momentous meafures, 
which have been attended with fuch 
extenfive and ruinous coniayeenes, 
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dd not meet your concurrence and 
a probation —this, as it enhances my 
cP iigations to you, render it more 
neceilar) co explain the principle on 
which I aéted; fo you will be left 
to determine, whether I ought to be 
confidered, as that repreicntative 
which your flattering behaviour to 
me, at the laft general election, en- 
titled you to. 

Unknown to any one freeman of 
Eaft Retford, (at leaft perfonally un- 
known) ! was pitched on, by many 
of your body, as a fit perfon to itep 
betwixt you and a tyranny which 
had by various arts, for a long courfe 
of years, not only prevented the 
free choice of your representatives, 
but deprived you of feveral more im- 
mediate valuable perfonal rights. 
Excufe me if I fay, that to be fo call- 
ed on, to vindicate the rights of my 
fellow-fubjects, gave me more plea- 
{ure than even the profpect of a 
feat in parliament did-—the latter is 
often in the reach of the moft cor- 
rupt and diffolute contractors, Na- 
bobs, fubverters of the rights of man- 
kind, and murderers—but to reftore 
liberty to the enilaved, is the lot of 
few—but let me not arrogate too 
much to myfelf; I was only the in- 
ftrument: it was to your fteady per- 
feverance, to your manly endea- 
vours, that every poflible fuccefs 
crowned ,our juft, your rightful 
wifhes. 

By the voice of a confiderable ma- 
jority, I was clevated to my prefent 
citinguithed fituation, vet ftill I had 
not the concurrent voices of your 
whole bod’, It was owing to time, and 
the manner in which I executed that 
truit, that at the laft general election 
(one perfon only exccpted) there was 
nota diffenting voice to your con- 
tinuation of mein that honourable 
ftation. 

But even in the laft parliament, it 
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was rather a tribute paid to your opi- 
nion of my heart than of my head, 
that I received this mark of vour ap- 
probation. My votes were often 
given contrary to what I believe your 
fentiments would have withed they 
werc—I avill not enter into a defence 
of fuch a multiplicity of bufinefs as 
was there tranfacted for fome 
vears, I carefully tranfmitted to you 
the itate of thofe tranfactions nor 
did I difcontinue that practice, "till 
b. the zealous endeavours of a few, 
the right of the prefs, to acquaint the 
public with the tranfactions of their 
reprefentatives; was full. eftablifhed. 
Some few features there are of a 
more ftriking appearance than the 
reft, which 1 will fhortly endeavour 
to explain and account for, 

It is perfectly well known to you 
that on m. firftcanvas, I was refufed 
any affiftance from the friends of the 
adminittration, and that I was op- 
pofed by the gentlemen in the op- 
pofition.—This gave me the additio- 
nal pleafure of being indebted to you 
for my fuccefs; it left me alfo a 
free agent, unfettered by either 
gratitude for favour received from, 
or attachment, to particular men, 
even to thofe for whofe political prin- 
ciples I had for years entertained the 
higheft refpect and reverence. Thus 
unfettered, I weighed every quef- 
tion by its own intrinfic merit, to 
the beit of my underftanding. My 
decifion followed my ps. Ale 
without the leaft confideration to 
which fide of the Houtfe fuch deciiion 
would be agreeable, 

To fay that this decifion did not 
oftener concur with the Minorit 
than the Majority would be an of 
fence to truth, and a belving m 
principles. Inthe cafe of the Mid- 
dlefex election in particular, my 
opinion was perfectly decided: I 
contider the rights of the freehold. 
(L 3) ers 
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ers of that county as I would have 
done the rights of the freemen of 
Retford; I fupported their claims, 
and in their perfons defended the 
rights of the electors of Great Bri- 
tain. 

The claim of the Houfe of Com- 
mons, eftablifhed by that queftion, 
went to this, ** That it was in the 

wer of that Houle, by a vote, to 
difqualify any perfon from being the 
choice of the clectors, to which per- 
fon, the Houfe, or indeed the mini- 
fter (for fuch is the undue influence 
of the Crown, that the terms are 
fynonimous) fhall from caprice or 
intereft wifh to exclude from a feat 
in parliament.’’—I fay, by a vote ; 
for the law had made no fuch dif- 
qualification. If one branch of the 
Jegiflature could effect fuch a pur- 
pote, it would at any time have been 
in the power ofa corrupt, abandoned 
minifter to have garbled the Houfe, 
by expelling 2 Meadows, a Bentinck, 
ora Savile; to have, by fo doing, 
rendered them incapable, and to have 
over-ruled the wifhes of even the 
whole nation, who would naturally 
Jook up tofuch men as their guardian 
angels. The next flep would have 
naturally been to have put in others 
(as indeed they did in that very 
tranfaction) whom neither the voices 
of the electors, nor the opinions of 
the people, would have called to 
fuch a ftation. 

Ja this tranfaction your fentiments 
were faid not to coincide with mine ; 
I do not accufe you—in common 
with many of the beft meaning men 
in the kingdom, you were influenced 
by arguments certainly fpecious, in 
my opinion, not conclufive—how- 
ever, you gave me credit for my 
intentions, though you difapproved 
wy actons, 

In the fame parliament, thofe acts 
which im their ¢onfequcnces have 
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been fo ruinous to this kined 
alfo took their rife: I mean the atts 
relating to America: on that head 
my opinions have never varied— 
taught that this conftitution differed 
from all the world in this, that the 
people were governed by laws con. 
fented to by their reprefentatives, 
and that no perfon without fuch con. 
fent could impofe any taxes on them, 
This is the foundation-ftone of the 
contlitution, Werefuch power lodged 
in thofe whofe feparate  intereft 
might lead them to abufe it, it im- 
mediately becomes tyranny; but 
when our reprefentatives are not 
only the men of our choice, but fo 
united in intereft, that they cannot 
tax the peopie without taxing them- 
felves, to fuch men it may fafely 
be committed; I mean to fuch un- 
influenced by thofe means which 
the conftitution originally, and the 
increafed expenditure of public 
money, has imperceptibly lodged in 
the Crown. 

America has been imprudently 
taxed by the ftamp act—This had 
happened before 1 was in parliament 
—from the leifure of a country lite, 
and a turn to the ftudy of conftitu- 
tional hiftory I had, on that event, 
with the utmott affiduity, endeavour- 
ed to make myfelf matter of the 
queftion on which I apprehended 
the whole turned, viz. ** Has Great 
Britain in her parliaments a right to 
impofe taxes, or legiflate for thote 
branches of the empire, which have 
no voice in the choice of its repre 
fentatives, nor a common interett 
with its members 7”? The refult was, 
a complete conviétion that fhe had 
not—on this conviction, all my 
meafures were founded—I never he- 
fitated to declare my opinion, that 
fhe had no right to do either—but, 
that even if the right was doubtful, 
the exercife of jt was (from the 
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recent inftance of the ftump-act the 
lait degree of madnels :—that it re- 
gired very little degree of forcfight 
to fee that an immediate breach 
with America mult be the firft con- 
fequence. ‘Then the Houle of 
Bourbon fmartiny from the confe- 
quences of the lait war, and galled 
in pride by the conceffions at the 

ace, would next take advantage of 
this difunion—that this nation ex- 
haufted by the enormous expences 
of a war carried on at three thou- 
fand miles diftance, and weakened 
by the defection of its moft contide- 
rable dependence, would by no means 
be a-match for fuch enemies, and 
that what becan in America would 
end in Britain. 

I am aware that popular opinion 
joined the minifter on the commence- 
ment of the American war. The 
idea of fhifting a part of our enor- 
mous burthens on the fhoulders of 
the Americans, as it appeared jutt to 
many, Was convenient to all—No 
wonder then that the few whofe fen- 
timents dithered from thofe of the 
multitude, were made the butt of all 
manner of obloquy and abufe. Yet 
ftill we perlifted—we deferibed, we 
deprecated the nnfchievous conte- 
quences to this kingdom—we left 
no {tone unturned which the coniti- 
tution had intrufted us with to avert 
them. But, furely, by the decrees 
of Providence, for no human en- 
deavours could have involved us in 
fuch complicated ruin, our weak 
voice Was neither attended to by the 
miniftry within, nor the people with- 
out—and now, too late, alas! the 
eyes of the nation begin to open, 
when perhaps it would be happinefs 
to have them clofed on thote tranf- 
actions for ever. 

Many perfons have accufed the 
minonty with encouraging the Ame- 
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ricans to refiftance—that if we could 
not agree in fentiment, we ought at 
leaft not to have opp fed the minifter 
in his endeavours to coerce them, 
But Lleave ittoyou, my conftituents, 
to fay what would in that cafe have 
been your language, when the pre- 
fent ruin had come on you: would 
you not, with proprictv, have afked, 
““ Why did we fend you to parlia- 
ment? Was it not to watch over the 
public welfare, to give notice of any 
danger you feared to the State, and 
to ule your endeavours to prevent 
fuch danger ? You have been either 
necligent or treacherous—when the 
evil has come upon us, you tell us, 
you forefaw it, and yet you trea- 
cheroutly endured it ?”? The minif- 
ter futfered nothing by our oppo- 
fitio.r—he never afked fora foldier 
but it was immediately granted him, 
for a fhip that was not built, nor for 
a guinea that was not raifed: if the 
war, in his hands, has not anfwered 
to the nation’s withes, it mutt be 
aferibed to other caules, and not to 
the obitructions given to the wheels 
of government. 

Our oppofition could not be ae 
feribed to any finifter or feltith views 
—Did it entail expences or ruin on 
the kingdom ? Was not our fituae 
tion in life equally ruined and dif- 
fipated ? Did we court popularity ? 
To fupport unpoplar  meafures, 
could not be the way to attain it— 
calumniated by the minifter, reviled 
by the people, unpopular with our 
conitituents, we fat down content 
with the rectitude of our own hearts; 
and, with all thefe fins on our heads, 
were prematurely fent to a new 
election, in which probability feemed 
to deny us the future contidence of 
our clectors. 

It was at this period that my own 
wifhes led me to that hap, y retires 
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ment whieh you had drawn me from 
—convinced in my own mind of my 
inutility to my country, and unhappy 
that my fentiments had not met with 
the concurrence of my conftituents, 


| exprefled my defire to be cafed of 


my burthen (for though it is an 
honourable one, yet the trult of the 
liberties and properties of millions 1s 
fill a burthen)—The united folici- 
tations of your corporation, comm u- 
nicated in a manner the moft tlatter- 
ing to an independent ipinit com- 
pelied me with gratitude to you, 
though with reluctance to mytelf, 
to refume that firuation your favours 
had firft raifed me to. 

With the fame independent fpirit, 
on the fame conftitutional principles, 
have | exercifed it.—America has 
been the leading feature in this par- 
liament—the fame unhappy mealures 
have been purfued, and the mifchicts, 
we prophelied have even exceeded 
our fears—ruin, with haiiy ftrides, 
approaches us every where! 

The increafed influcnce of the 


Crown—the lavifli expenditure of 


public money, have at icngth called 
on the people at large to petition for 
redrefs. ‘Thefe petitions have my 
moft hearty concurrence and fup 
port: ycteven here am J not fo hap- 
py as to meet your wifhes—if 1 am 
rightly informed, very few of the 
burgeffes of Eajt Retford expreffed 
their concurrence, by figning the 
county petition—you will allow that 
gt mult be particulatly irkfome and 
difagreeable, to be ever at variance 
in fentiment with my conftitucnts. 
Yet even in this fituation I have the 
happinets, the inward (atisfaction, to 
find myfelf again folicited to re- 
prefent you in the next  parlia- 
ment, 

To fuch folicitations I can only 
fay, that as my duty to my country 
at large, and to yo in particular 
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requires me not to defert your fery} 
in this critical hour of danger ; a 
yet a8 my private affairs coincide 
with my withes, to return to hy 
former happy lituation, 1 mug heg 
your _— 0 Me do fo: but j it 
is your delve that J 
nore become a i oe re 

an, your 
commancs thall be obeyed fo far, as 
that Ll will, on the po!l, ofc; myfelf 
to your choice. 1 fhall cake no coms 
mon electionegring fleps to folicit 
your votes, tteps which experience 
fhews you, only tend to cor rupt your 
morals, and ruin your ubftance = 
and fliould you, at fuch poll, prefer 
fome ecntleman, more worthy of 
your favour, I {hail fincerely applaud 
myfelf on having been the inttru. 
ment which has given you that 
freedom of choice, which, though 
it operates to my difadvantage, is 
the great, the genuine characterittic 
of a Britith freeman. 

Should, on the contrary, your 
fuffrages again prefer me, I have the 
happinefs to think, that as my prin- 
ciples are fo well known to you, a 
perfeverance in them will be the 
trueft means of expreffing my grati- 
tude—but fhould vou at any time 
entertain a diflatisfa¢tion of them, I 
give you my word and honour, that 
on your exprefling it to me, 1 will 
take every meafure I can to give you 
(by a refignation of my feat) that 
conttitutional power which ought to 
be the inherent right of the peole 
of England the free and fre- 
quent choice of their reprefenta 
tives. 

Lam, with the greateft refpedct, 
y-ur moft devoted, obliged humblg 


fervant, 





Ceci, Wray, 


Summer-Cafile, May 10, 1780. 
Addrefs 
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y ‘ge Saville, to is 
fy of Sir George « : 
Audet of Confitucnts. 


Jo the Gentlemen, Clergy, and a 
holders, of ihe County of Lu k. 


GENTLEMEN, 
Venture once more to make you 


a tender of my fervice in Parha- 
ment. Give me leave ut the fame 
tine, to offer you ny cordail thanks 
for all the indulgencics you have 
fhewn me; and for your kind ac- 
ceptance of my endeavours to “ 
form the duty I had undertaken. 
look upon that partiality and favour 
asa mot honourable teitimony, be- 
caufe it proves that you entertain a 
conviction of the purity of my in- 
tentions, fuflicient to make you over- 
look every thing amuils which did 
not proceed trom the wall. 

In renewing my defire to continue 
in your fervice, 1 think it, however, 
my duty to confels to you, that at 
has not been without much ferious 
conlideration, and more than com- 
mon hefitation, that I have deter- 
mined upon it. IT muft not omit 
making you aware, that it is by no 
means probable I fhould be able 
even to perform the mere duty of 
attendance as punctually as 1 have 
hitherto done ; efpecially if the du- 
ration of parliament fhould prove to 
be for feven years. By whatl have 
in fome degree experienced already, 
I have no reafon to believe fo long a 
continuance of fuch an attendance 
would be perteétly confittent with 
my health. 

But there is fomething more fe- 
rious | have to fay to you on this 
fubjeét. The fatistaétion and honour 
of attending your bufinefs, have ever 
overbalanced the labour: but my at- 
tendance during the latt parliament 
has been fomething worfe than la- 
borious; it has been difcouraging, 


ae: ae 


grievous, and painful. Look back, 
for a moment, upon the things 
which have been done, or, (being 
done) have been approved of, by 
that body, of which L have been a 
conftituent part. Compare the pre- 
fent with the paft fituation of public 
affairs. Whether glory, conquett, 
and riches; or peace,. content, li- 
berty, and the enjoyment of your 
conftitutional rights, be your prin- 
cipal objects—In which of them have 
you been gratiticd ¢ £ have been, in 
my collective capacity, a party to all 
thefe changes, and to all the meafures 
Which have produced them: fup- 
ported in this mortifying fituation 
with one only confolation, a very 
great one indeed to my own mind, 
that of being able toaflure you, that 
there has been no one mealure, of 
all thofe that have proved fo ruinous 
and fatal, which 1 have not, as an 
individual, refitted, to the utmott of 
my powcr. A poor, barren, ineffccs 
tual negative: anda milerable claim 
to your favour, to have failed (as 
far as my power and flender eflorts are 
in queftion) almoft in every point 
regarding thofe rights, and that prof. 
perity, which I was {pecially chofen 
to cultivate and maintain. 

I return to vou, therefore, baffled 
and difpirited, and 1 am forry that 
truth obliges me to add, with hardly 
aray ot hope of feeing any change 
in the mifcrable courfe of public ca- 
lainities. 

On this melancholy day of account 
in rendering up to you my truft, I 
deliver to you your thare of a coun- 
try maimed and weakened, its trea- 
fure lavifhed and mis-fpent, its ho- 
nours faded, and its conduct the 
laughing-ftock ot Europe; our na- 
tion in a manner without allies or 
friends, except fuch as we have hired 
to deftroy our fellow-fubjects, and to 
rayave a countr’, in which we once 
claimed 
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claimed an invaluable thare. I re- 
turn to you fome of your principal 
privileges ——— and mangled. 
And, laftly, I leave you, as I con- 
ceive at this hour and moment fully, 
effectually, and abfolutely under the 
difcretion and power of a military 
force, which is to act without wait- 
ing for the authority of the civil ma- 
giitrates; for it 1s fit you fhould 
know, if you are not already inform- 
ed, that an order iffued in London 
(at a moment when the violence of 
the riots, and the remillnefs of the 
civil magiftrate might render ne- 
ceflary an extraordinary and violent 
temporary exertion of the military) 
that order, 1 fay, has, as 1 have good 

rounds to believe, been extended to 
the whole kingdom; where neither 
of thofe caufes exifted in any degree 
fufficient to juttify fo decilive and 
extraordinary a mealure; and I do 
not know of that order being re- 
called. 

In this ftate of public affairs, and 
with this account to render of my 
commiffion, judge whether I can 
boldly and cheartully, or fupported 
by any rational confidence, boaft to 
you as candidates are wont to do, of 
what I will do, and what I will un- 
dertake for your fervice. 

For this reafon, avoiding even the 
ufual ftyle of fuch addrefies, and for- 
bearing as well the forward promiles 
as the fuperficial humblenefs of 
phrafe in ufe on thete occafions, I 
make it a folemn duty to lay before 
you, without difguife or palliation, 
the prefent ftate of your concerns as 
they appear to me, and the gloomy 
profpect which lies betore us. 

Some have been accufed of exag- 
gerating the public mistortunes, nay 
of having endeavoured to help tor- 
ward the mifchicf, that they might 
atrerwards raife difcontents. 1am 
willing to hope, that neither my 


PAPERS. 


temper, nor my fituation in life, will 
be thought naturally to urge me to 
promote mifery, difcord, or confu. 
fion; or to exult in the fubverfion of 
order, or in the ruin of property, | 
have no reafon to contemplate with 
pleafure the poverty of our country 
the increafe of our debts, and of our 
taxes: or the decay of our commerce 
— Truft not however to my report, 
Reflect, compare, and judge for 
vourtclves. 7 

But under all thefe diflieartening 
circumftances, I could yet entertain 
a chearful hope, and undertake again 
the commifhon with alacrity, as well 
as zeal, if 1 could fee any effefual 
{teps taken to remove the original 
caufe of the mifchief. “ Then 
would there be a hope.” 

Till the purity of the conftituent 
body, and thereby that of the repre- 
fentative be reftored, there is none, 

While the eleétors fell their voices 
to the member, and the member 
diftreffes his fortune to buy them, 
parliament will be the purchafe of the 
minifter. Parliament-men will find 
ways of partaking other advantages 
than merely their fhare in common 
with you, of thofe good meafures 
which they fhall promote, and of 
thofe good laws which they fhall 
enact for your government and their 
own: and the modern improved arts 
of corruption, by contracts, fub{crip- 
tions, and jobs, is attended with this 
perverfe and vexatious confequence ; 
that their benefit is not only uncon- 
nected with your’s, but it grows up- 
on your dittrefs. “They teed on the 
expence; they fatten on every ex- 
travagance that art and ill conduct 
can engraft on the natural difadvan- 
tages of a remote, rath, ill-fated, 
impolitic, and unfucceisful war: 
the minifter’s dive¢t intereft (nav 
his fatety) mean while, requiring 
him to puth the defperate game, and 
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even in felf-defence, to increafe that 
very expence which is his crime ; 
co entrench himfelf ftill deeper in 
corruption, and by headlong and 
unmeafured extravagance to have 
the means of juftifying to the faithful 
Commons, his former mifmanage- 
ment and mifdeeds.—Sce where this 
ends, but forget not where it begins. 

I am led here very naturally to 
{peak upon the fubject of certain re- 
culations which have been the ob- 
ject of your late aflemblies and deli- 
berations. Indeed, 1 have brought 
myfelfto this matter almoft unavoid- 
ably, but not unwilling. I gladly 
embrace this moft public opportuni 
ty of delivering my fentiments, not 
only to all my conftirucnts, but to 
thote Iikewife, not my conftituents, 
whom yet in the large fenfe I re- 
prefent, and am faithfully to ferve; 
not only to twenty thoufand, my 
eleftors, but to hundreds of thou- 
fands in the county I reprefent, (to 
go no farther) who are to fuffer un- 
der the bad conduct of parliament ; 
and of declaring my intentions, re- 
garding the two chief articles con- 
tained in the refolutions agreed to 
at your late meetings ; I mean, ren- 
dering parliaments triennial, and 
adding to the number of county re- 
prefentatives. a 

I do intend to give my voice, 
if I have the honour of continuing 
in your fervice, for the change of 
feptennial parliaments. And this, 
not becaufe [ am fo fanguine as fome 
are, in a full perfuation, that it will 
be a cure for all our evils ; no, nor 
even that I promife myfelf it will be 
attended with any fuch fure hope of 
confiderable advantage, (at leaft, if 
linaccompanied by fome other fteps 
tending to purify the fources of elec- 
ton and reprefentation) but chiefly, 
Decaufe, on the beit information | 
have obtained, 1 have reafon to be- 
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lieve it is the mind and defire of a 
very large number of my contftiru- 
ents: this feeming to me to be the 
one point (at leaft with dittinguifhed 
weerng sg on which the fender, not 
1¢ who 1s fent, has the perfect right 
to judge; and that, if even aiter all, 
I fhould have miitaken their general 
fente, ic will be at lealt the fater 
error; fince there is a manitett dif- 
ference between the obtruding one’s 
felf for feven years, on him who 
wifhes to have his choice again at 
the end of three; and returning for 
his approbation at three; when he 
might perhaps have been well con- 
tent to truit one for feven. 

I have a momentary pleafure in 
adding (efpecially when fupported 
by your opinions) that T am willing 
to flatter mytelf, rather good than 
evil may arife from the change. 

But Llook upon rettoring election 
and reprefentation in fome degrec 
(for I expeét no miracles) to their 
original purity, to be that without 
which all other efforts will be vain 
and ridiculous. The tenant right, 
or good will of a leafe of three years, 
is as faleable as that of a leafe of 
feven. It will find its price at both 
the London and country markets. It 
will be bought, it will be fold. The 
member will be as manageable, it 
the conftituent be as venal. And 
they will not be afraid to mect at 
market as often as you pleafe. 

‘The adding to the county repre- 
fentation, if by no means a perfect 
cure, feems vet to me to be the 
plaineft and beit propofition for this 
purpote, that has yet come under my 
obfervation. I trutt, likewife, it may 
be practicable. I therctore embrace 
it, not only trom a difference to your 
opinion, but with an approbation of 
my own. Yet, not flattering you, 
that it appears to me one ot thofe 
mutters cafy of execution, or to be 
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done with a thought; on the con- 
trary, it is more complicated (as it 
feems to me more effectual) than the 
firft mentioned alteration: But this 
is no time to talk of fmall rubs, or 
difficuities. If fomething be not 
done, vou may, indeed, retain the 
outward form of your conftitution, 
but not the power thereot. 

For it is too ferious a truth to be 
concealed, and, indeed, it 1s too late 
ferioufly to attempt to conceal it, 
that if the electors, forgetting the 
folemn duty they owe to the millions 
of their fellow-tubjects, whofe rights 
they are in the firft inttance intrutt- 
ed with: if, forgetting the facred 
truft repofed in them, of chooting 
thofe who are to govern thofe mil- 
lions; if forgetting that they are 
therefore a fort of reprefentatives of 
all the people (who would be too 
numerous to vote themfelves) I fay, 
if forgetting thefe things, and ih ame- 
fully proftituting themielves, they 
are become to profligate as to fell 
themfelves and their country ; let 
them not wonder (nay, fearcely can 


- they complain without fhame) if 


thofe whom they choofle, imitating 
their conduct, retail daily thofe 
rights which they have bought, 
whether it be at the feptennial, trien- 
nial, or annual tairs, and markets. 
We can converfethus without ablufh. 

Neither time permits, nor does 
propriety allow me to enter mto ar- 
guments in fupport of a fentiment of 
which (much | think to your ho- 
nour) you have declared your ap- 
probation. But although it fuits 
neither the time, nor the circum- 
ftance, to argue and debate, I truft 
you wil! not think I am out of the 
line of propriety, of duty, or of the 
refpect L owe you, in thus making 
a public declaration of my opinions 
and intentions in matters concerning 
which, aiter the tender I have made 
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of my fervice, you have an unque? 

vo Y quel. 
tionable right, as you mutt have q 
natural wifh, to be informed. 

When I began this paper, I had 
reafon to believe the time prefled; | 
was foon confirmed in what | had 
heard. It was become material to 
addrefs you quickl\, if at all: but 
although what I have written has 
been the work of a few hours, do 
not think that the matter has not 
again and again been the fubject of 
deliberate thought. I fhould not 
have dared to have preiented you 
with crude and undigefted ideas, or 
the tancy ot a moment: but, on the 
other hand, fo inattentive have I 
been to the advantages this addrefs 
might receive, in its form, from the 
affiftance of abler perfons than my- 
ielf, that I venture to fubmit it thus 
publicly to you, without the oppor. 
tunity of communicating it to thofe 
whofe principles, judgment, and 
line of conduct in the public walk, 
I have been habituated to look up to 
with high refpect and efteem. 

My bufinefs is not to write ably 
to you, but to write with fincerity. 
The relation that ftands now be- 
tween us, gives you aright, if I may 
fo fpeak, to my unmended fenti- 
ments; and I willingly fubmit every 
defect to your ceniure, rather than 
be fuppofed to ufe management 
and art, or to confult what 1s con- 
formable to perfonal or party confi- 
derations, inftead of that which un- 
bridled truth (according to my con- 
ception of it) requires ot me. What 
farther fteps may be in contempla- 
tion towards obtaining the laudable 
object of our withes, 1 do not know: 
but it is not probable that what has 
lately arifen will flacken the zeal of 
thofe who have already ftepped for- 
wardin the bufinefs. With that idea 
upon my mind, it is impoflible tor 


me to conclude without exprefling 
an 
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an earneft with, that whatever 1S 
thought ofmay be purfued ee 
truc {pirit of firmnefs and mo jera- 
tion, which belongs to the caute of 
‘tice: andabove all, that by every 
means that can be devifed, a good 
underftanding and union may be in- 
fured among it refpectable men of all 
ranks and defcriptions, who agree 
in the main principles of liberty : 
although there may be fhades of dif- 
ference in fmaller points, or in mat- 
ters not calling for immediate difcuf- 
fon. Indeed, you will find it true 
wifdom, and a very honourable po- 
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licy, to ftrengthen the caufe of your 
country with every honeft aid that 
can be obtained. —No public caufe 
was ever carried by divided efforts. 
Till I have the honour of meeting 
you in the exercife of the great and 
refpectable function of chooting your 
reprefentatives, I beg leave to fub- 
fcribe myfelf, Gentlemen, with per- 
fect refpect, and a remembrance of 
all your kindnefs, : 
Your mott obliged, 
and faithful humble fervant, 
G. SAVILE. 
Newcafle upon Tyne, Sept. 5, 1780. 








Extra? from Mr. BurKe’s Letter toa Member of the Irifh Parliament, in 
Vindication of bis Conduct, and that of other Gentlemen engaged in Oppo- 
fiion in E noland, «vith repel to IR1isH AFFAIRS, dated Jan. 1, 1780. 


ET me affure you, my dear 

Sir, that though I am not 
permitted to rejoice at all its effects, 
there is not one man on your fide of 
the water more pleafed to fce the fi- 
tuation of Ireland fo profperous, as 
that fhe can afford to throw away 
her friends. She has obtained fole- 
ly, by her own efforts, the fruits of 
agreat victory, which I am very 
ready to allow, that the beft efforts 
of her beft well-wifhers here could 
not have done for her fo efiectually 
in a greatnumber of years, and per- 
haps could not have done at all. I 
could wifh, however, merely for the 
fake of her own dignity, that, in 
turning her poor relations and anti- 
quated friends out of doors, (though 
one of the moft common effects of new 
profperity,) fhe had thought proper 
to difmifs us with fewer tokens of 
unkindnefs. It is true, that there 
is no fort of danger in affronting 
men who are not of importance 
enough to have any trutt of minifte- 
nial, of royal, or of national honour 
to furrender. The unforced and 


unbought fervices of humble men 
who have no medium of influence 
in great affemblies, but through the 
precarious force of reafon, muft be 
looked upon with contempt by 
thofe who, by their wifdom and 
fpirit, have improved the critical 
moment of their fortune, and have 
debated with authority againft pufile 
lanimous diffentand ungracious coms 
pliance, at the head of forty thou- 
fand men. 

Such feeble auxiliaries (as I talk 
of) to fuch a force employed againtt 
fuch refiftance, I mutt own in the 
prefent moment, very little worthy 
of . our attention: ‘et, if one were 
to look forward, it fcarcely feems 
altogether politic to beftow fo much 
liberality of invective on the Whigs 
of this kingdom, as I find it has 
been the fafhion to do both in and 
out of parliament. That you fhould 
pay compliments in fome tone or 
other, whether ironical or ferious, 
to the minifter from whofe imbeci- 
lity you have extorted what you 

could 
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could never obtain from his bounty, 
is not unnatural in the firit cfiufions 
of parliamentary gratitude to that 
minifter, for the early and volun- 
tary bencfits he has conferred upon 
Ireland. It, might appear that you 
were wanting to the triumph of his 
furrender, it you did not lead fome 
of his enemies captive before him ; 
neither could you feait him with de- 
corum, if his particular taite were 
not confulted. A minitter who has 
never defended his meafures in any 
other way than by railing at his ad- 
verfarics, cannot have his palate 
mide all at once to the relifh cf po- 
fitive commendation. I cannot deny 
but that on this occafion there was 
difplayed a great deal of the good 
breeding, which confifts in the ac- 
commodation of the entertainment 
to the relifh of the guefts. 

But that ceremony being paft, it 
would not be unworthy of the wil- 
dom of Ireland, to confider what 
confequenees the extingutthing eve- 
ry fpark of freedom in this country 
may have upon your own liberties, 
You are at this inftant flufhed with 
victory, and full of the confidence 
natural to recent and untried power. 
We are in a temper equally natural, 
though very diiferent :—We feel as 
men do, who, having placed an 
undoubted reliance on their force, 
have found it totally to fail on trial: 
mewe feel faint and heartlets, and 
without the fimalleft degree of felf- 
opinion :—— in plain words, we are 
cowed. When men give up their 
violence and injuilice without a 
ftruggle, their condition is next to 
defperate. Where no art, no ma- 
nagement is neceflary to abate their 
pride, and overcome their preju- 
dices; and their unezafinefs only ex- 
cites an obfcure and feeble rattling 
in their throat; their final diffolu- 
tion feems not far off. In this mi- 


— — we ot ftill farther de. 
Jrelied by the over-bearing } —- 
Pr the crown; it acts ous. ere 
- . ¢ othe 
cious cruelty of a mercenary nurfe, 
who, under pretence of tendernefs, 
flifles us with our clothes, and plucks 
the pillow from our heads, Jujefy 
multe Vejils ’ opprimi fenem yu bet. 
Under this influence, we have { 
little will of our own, that, even in 
any apparent activity we may be 
got to ailume, I may fay, without 
any violence to fenfe, and with very 
little to language, we are merely 
paffive. We have yielded to vour 
demands this feilion; in the Jatt {ef 
fion we refufed to prevent them. 
in both cafes, the paflive and the 
active, our principle was the fame, 
Had the crown pleafed to retain the 
fpirit with regard to Ireland, which 
feems to be now all direéed to 
America, we fhould have neglected 
our own immediate defence, and 
{ent over the latt man of our militia, 
to fight with the laft man of your 
volunteers. 

To this influence, the principls 
of action, the principle of policy, 
and the principle of union of the 
prefent minority, are  oppofed. 
Thefe principles of the oppofition 
are the only thing which preferves 
a fingle fymptom of life in the na- 
tion. That oppolition is compofed 
of the far greater part of the inde- 
pendent property and independent 
rank in the kingdom, of whatever 
is moft untainted jn character, of 
whatever ability remains unextin- 
guifhed in the people; and all 
which tends to draw the attention 
of foreign countries upon this. It 
is now in its final and conclufive 
ftruggle: it has to ftruggle again 
a force to which, I am afraid, itis 
not equal. The whole kingdom of 
Scotland ranges with the venal, the 
unprincipled, and the wrong prin 
cipled 
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of Ireland thinks proper to pats into 
the fame camp, we fhall_ certainly 
be obliged to quit the field. In 
that cafe, if I know any thing of 
this country, another conftitutional 
oppofition can never be formed in 
st: aud, if this be impoflible, it will 
be at Jeaft as much fo (it there can 
be degrees 10 impofhibility ) to have 
a conititutional adminifiration at any 
futuretime. The poffibility of the 
former is the only fecurity for the 
exiftence of the latter. Whether 
the prefent adminiftration be in the 
leat like one, I muft venture to 
doubt, even in the honey-moon of 
the Irith fondnefs to Lord North, 
which has fucceeded to all their 
flapping and fcratching. 

If liberty cannot maintain its 
ground in this kingdom, I am fure 
that it cannot have any long conti- 
nuance in vour’s. Our liberty mght 
now and then jar and itrike a difcord 
with that of lreland; the thing is 
pollible; but ftill the inftruments 
might play inconcert; but, if our’s 
be unitrung, vour’s will be hung up- 
on a peg, and both will be mute for 
ever. Your new military force may 
give you confidence; and it ferves 
toraturn: but vou and I know that 
ithas no root; it is not perennial, 
and would prove but a poor fhelter 
tor your libertv, when this nation, 
having no intereftin its own, could 
only look upon your’s with the eyes 
of envy and difguft. I cannot, 
therefore, help thinking, and telling 
you what, with great fubmiffion I 
think, that, if the parliament of 
Ireland be fo zealous of the {pirit of 
our common conftitution as fhe feems 
to be, it was not fo difcreet to mix 
with the panegyric on the minifter 
fo large a portion of acrimony to the 
independent part of this nation. 

ou Rever received any fort of in- 


cipled of this; and if the kingdom 
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jury from them, and you are grown 
to that degree of importance, that 
the difcourfes in your parliament 
will have a much greater effect on 
our immediate fortune, than our 
converfation can have upon your’s: 
—in the end they will ferioufly af- 
fect both. 

I have looked back upon our con- 
duct, and our public converfations, 
in order to difcover what it is that 
can have given you offence. I have 
done fo, becaufe I am ready to ad- 
mit, that to offend you without 
caufe, would be as contrary to true 
policy, as I am fure, it mult be to 
the inclination of almoft every one of 
us.-—About two years ago Lord Nu- 
gent moved fix propofitions in fa- 
vour of Ireland, in the Houfe of 
Commons. At the time of the mo- 
tions, and during the debate, Lord 
North was either wholly out of the 
houfe, or engaged in other matters 
of bufine‘s, or pleafantry. In the 
remoteft recefles of the Weft-Saxon 
corner, he took no part whatlfoever 
in the affair; but it was fuppofed 
his neutrality was more inclined to- 
wards the fide of favour. The 
mover being a perfon in office, was, 
however, the only indication that 
was given of fucha leaning. We, 
who fupported the propofitions, 
finding them better relifhed than at 
firft we looked for, purfued our ad- 
vantage, and began to open a way 
for more effential benefits to Ireland: 
on the other hand, thofe who had 
hitherto oppofed them in vain, ree 
doubled their efforts, and became 
exceedingly clamorous. Then it was, 
that Lord North found it neceffary 
to come out of his faftnefs, and to 
interpote between the contending 
parties. In this character of me- 
diator, he declared, that, if an 
thing beyond the firit fix refolutions 
fhould be attempted, he would op- 
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fe the whole; but that, if we 
refted there, the original motions 
{ould have his fupport. On this a 
fort of converfation took place be- 
tween him and the managers of the 
Irifh bufinefs, in which the fix re- 
folutions were to be conlidered as a 
fort of uti pofidetis, and to be held 
facred. 

By this time other parties began 
to appear: a good many of the 


trading towns and manufacturers of 


various kinds took the alarm; _peti- 
tions crowded in wpon one another ; 
and the bar was occupied by a for- 
midable body of council. Lord 
North was itaggered by this new 
battery. He is not of a conthtuuon 
to encounter fuch an oppotition as 
had then rnifen, when there were no 
other objects in view than thofe that 
were then before the houfe. In or- 
der not to lofe him, we were obliged 
to abandon, bit by bit, the moit 
confiderable parts of the original 
agreement. 

In feveral parts, however, he con- 
tinued fair and firm. For my own 
part, T acted, as 1 truft I commonly 
do, with decifion: I faw very well, 
that the things we had got were of 
no great contideration; but they 
were, even in their defects, fome- 
what leading. I was in hopes that 
we might obtain gradually, and by 
parts, what we might attempt at 
once, and in the whole, without 
fuccefs: that one conceflion would 
lead another; and that the people 
of England difcovering, by a pro- 
greilive experience, that none of the 
conceffions actually made were fol- 
lowed by the confequences they had 
dreaded, their tears from what they 
were yet to yield would confiderably 
diminih. But that to which I at- 
tached myfelf the moft particularly 
was, to fix the principle of a free 
trade in all the ports ot thz.e illands, 
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as founded in juftice, and benefie} 
Pee cial 

to the whole, but principally to i 
or _ - the tupreme power; and 
this Ll laboure e uumoft of 
miche, nyo cme ny 
luitrated by all the a. , Me "4 

iratec y aie the commercial de. 
tail wich “ nich my little enquiries 
in life were able to furnith me. 

Let it be remembered, 1 thewed 
thofe difpofitions While the parla. 
ment of !.nvland was in a capacity 
to deliberate, and in a fituation ty 
refule > when there was fomethin 
to be ruqued here, bv beine fufneét. 
ed ot a partiality to Ireland: when 
there was an honourable danger at- 
tending the proteifion of triendthip 
to you, which heightened its relith, 
and made it worthy of a reception 
in manly minds: but, as for the 
awkward and naufcous parade of de- 
bate without oppofition, the flimfy 
device of tricking out neceffity, and 
difguifing it in the habit of choice, 
the fhallow itratagem of defending 
by argument what all the world 
muft perccive is yielded to force; 
thefe are a fort of acts of friendhhip, 
which I am forry that any of my 
countrymen fhould require of their 
real friends: they are things not to 
my tafte; and, if they are looked 
upon as tefts of friendthip, I defire 
for one, that I may be confidered as 
an enemy.—What party-purpofe 
did my conduct aniwer at that time? 
I acted with Lord North; 1 went 
to all the minifterial meetings: and 


‘he and his affociates in oftice will 


do me the jutftice to fay, that, aim- 
ing at the concord of the empire, I 
made it my bufinefs to give her con- 
ceflions all the value ot which they 
were capable; whilit fome of thofe 
who were covered with his tavours, 
derogated from them, treated them 
with contempt, and openly threats 
ened to oppofe them. If I had att- 


ed with my deareft and moft valued 
friends ; 
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if 1 had acted with the 
Marquis of Rockingham, or the 
duke of Richmond, in that fitua- 
tion; I could not have attended 
more to their honour, or endeavour- 
ed more earneftly to give efficacy to 
the meafures 1 had taken in common 
with thems ‘The return which I, 
and all who acted as I did, have met 
with from him, does not make me 
yepent the conduct which 1 there 
held. 

As to the reft of the gentlemen 
with whom I have the honour to 
aé, they did not then, or at any 
other time, make a party-affair of 
Irifh_ politicks. That matter Was 
always taken up without concert, 
but in gencral trom the operation ot 
our known liberal principles in go- 
yernment, in commerce, in religion, 
in every thing ; it was taken up ta- 
voyrably tor Ireland, where fome 
local interefts bore hard upon the 
members. But all this was without 
any particular plan. I need not fay, 
that Ireland was, in that affair, much 
obliged to the liberal mind and en- 
larged underftanding of Charles Fox. 
Mr.. Townihend, Lord Middleton, 
and others, likewife, diftinguifhed 
themfelves. On reviewing the whole 
of that affair, which gave rife to all 
the fubfequent manceuvres, I am 
convinced, that the whole of what 
has this day been done, might have 
been at that time effected ; but then 
the minifter mutt have taken it up as 
a great plan of national policy, and 
paid with his perfon in every lodg- 
ment of kis approach. He muft have 
uled that salons to quiet preju- 
dice, which he has fo Poe uied to 
corrupt principle; and [ know that, 
it he had, he muft have fucceeded. 
Many of the moft aétive in oppofi- 
tion would have given him an un- 
*guvocal fupport. The corporas 
Won of London, and the great body 

5759, 


friends ; 


LETTER FROM 


MR. BURKE, &e. (197 
of London Welt-India Merchants 


and Planters, which forms the 
greateft mafs of that vait intereft, 
were difpofed to full in with fuch a 
plan; they conftantly gave no fort 
ot difcountenance to what was done, 
or what was propofed. But thefe 
are not the kind ot objects for which 
our minifters bring out the heavy 
artillery of the ttate; therefore, ag 
thofe things ftood at that time, a 
great deal more was not praéticable. 
Laft year, another propofition was 
brought for the relict of Ireland : 
it was ftarted without any commu- 
mication with a fingle perfon of acti- 
vity in the country party, and, as 
it fhould feem, without any kind of 
concert with government: it ap- 
peared to me extremely raw and ins 
digefted. The behaviour of Tord 
North, on the opening of that bufi- 
nefs, was the exact tran{cript of his 
conduct on the Irifh queftion of the 
former feifion: it was a mode of 
proceeding, which his nature has 
wrought into the texture of his pos 
liticks, and which is infeparable 
from them. He chofe to abfent 
himfelf on the propofition, and dure 
ing the agitation of that bulinefs, 
although the bufinefs of the houfe 
is that alone for which he has any 
kind of relifh, or, as I am told, can 
be perfuaded to liften to with any 
degree of attention: but he was 
willing to let it take its courfe. If 
it fhould pafs without any confidera. 
ble difficulty, he would bring his 
acquiefcence to tell for merit in Ire 
land; and he would have the credit, 
out of hisindolence, of giving quiet 
tothatcountry. If difficulties fhould 
arife on the part of England, he 
knew that the houfe was fo well 
trained, that he night at his plea- 
fure call us from the hottet feent. 
As he ated in his ufual manner, and 
upon his uiual principles, oppofi- 
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tion acted upon their’s, and rather 
generaliy fupported the mealure. 
As to ynvfelt, 1 expreiled a difap- 
probation at the practice of bringing 
rnperfeét and undigetted projects 
into the houfe, before means were 
ufed to quiet the clamours which a 
mifconception of what we were doing 
might oceafion at home, and betore 
meafures were fettled with men of 
weight and authority in Ireland, in 
order to render our acts ufeful and 
aceeptable to that country. I faid, 
that the only thing which could 
make the influence of the crown 
(cnormous without as well as within 
the hoyle) in any degree tolerable, 
was, that it might be employed to 
give fomething of order and fyttem 
to the proceedings of a popular atiem- 
bly; that government being fo fi- 
tuated as to have a large range of 
profpect, and, as it were, a bird- 
view of every thing, they mightice 
diftant dangers and dittant advan- 
tuges, which were not fo vilible to 
thofe who ftood on the common le- 
vel: they might betides obferve, 
from this advantage, things in their 
relative and combined ftate, which 
secople locally initructed and partially 
sntormed, could behold only in an 
infulated and unconnected manner: 
but that, for many years pait, we 
fuffered under all the evils, without 
any one of the advantages, of a 
government influence ; that the bu- 
fines of miniiters, or of thofe who 
acted as fach, had been ttl farther 
to contract the narrownels of man’s 
nieas, to confirm inveterate preju- 
dices, to inflame vulgar paflions, 
and to abate all forts of popular 
rights and privileges; fo tar from 
methodizing. the bufinels of the 
houte, they had let all things run 
into an imextricable confution, and 
had lett affairs otf the mott delicate 
poucy W holly tO chance, 
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After I had expreffed myfelif wir 
the warmth I felt on feeing all order 
and government burft under the 
ruins of cee and after I had 
made my proteit againft the infugs 
ciency of tHe propofitions, I fup. 
ported the principle of enlargement 
which they aimed at, though fhort 
and fomewhat wide of the mark, 
giving as my fole reafon, that the 
more frequently thofe matters came 
into difcutlion, the more it would 
tend to difpel fears and to eradicate 
prejudices. 

This was the only part I took; 
the detail was in the hands of Lord 
Newhaven and Lord Beauchamp, 
with fome affiftance from Earl Nu- 
gent, and a few independant gene 
tlemen of Irith property. The dead 
weight of the minifter being remov- 
ed. the houfe recovered its tone and 
elatticity. We had a_ temporary 
appearance of deliberate character: 
the bufinefs was debated freely on 
both fides, and with fufficient tem- 
per; and the fenfe of the members 
being influenced by nothing but 
what will naturally inffuence men un- 
bought, their reafon and their preju- 
dice: thefe two principles had a fair 
confli¢t, and prejudice was obliged 
to give way to reafon ;—a majority 
appeared, on a divition, in tavour 
of the propofitions. 

As thefe proceedings got out of 
doors, Glafgow and Mancheiter, 
and I think Liverpool, began to 
move, but in a manner much more 
flow and languid than formerly ; and 
nothing, in my opinion, would 
have been lefs dificult than entirely 
to have overborne their oppofition, 
The London Eatt-india Trace was, 
as on the former occafion, fo on 
this, perfectly liberal and quiet; 
and there is abroad fo much refpect 
for the united wifdom ot the houle, 
when duppoted to act upon a lal er 
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of political fituation, that I fearcely 
ever remembered any conliderable 
gneafineis out of doors, when the 
moita¢tive members, and thofe of mott 
property and confideration, in the 
minority, have joined themielves to 
the adminiftration. Many factious 
people in the se nee “< 
gan, indeed, to revile Lord North, 
and to reproach his neutrality as 
treacherous and ungrateful to thole 
who had heartily and fo warinly 
entered into all his views with re- 
ard to America. 

That noble lord, whofe decided 
character it isto give way tothe 
lateft and neareft pleafure, without 
any fort of regard to diftant confe- 
quences of any kind, thought fit to 
appear, On this fignitication of the 
pleafure of thofe his worthy friends 
and partizans, and, putting himfelf 
at the head of the poffe Scaccarii, 
wholly regardlefs of the dignity and 
confiftency of our miferable houfe, 
drove the propofitions entirely out 
of doors, by a majority newly fuim- 
monedto duty. 

When the rejection of the firft 
propofition, and the acceptance of 
the laft, and jointly, as it was na- 
tural, railed a very ftrong difcon- 
tent in Ireland, Lord Rockingham, 
Who had frequently faid, that there 
never feemed a more opportune time 
for the relief of Ireland than that 
moment When Lord North had re- 
jected all rational propotitions for its 
relief, without confulting, I believe, 
any one living, did what he is not 
very often willing to do: but he 
thought this an occafion of magni- 
tude enough to juftify an extraordi- 
nary ftep ;—he went into the clofer, 
and made a {trong reprefentation to 
the King; which was not ill re- 
eeived, and I believe produced good 
efiects. He then made the motion 
ta the houfe of lords, which you 
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may recollect; but he was content 
to withdraw it, onthe folemn pros 
mife of miniftry, that they would, 
in the receis of parliament, prepare 
a plan for the benefit of Ireland, and 
have it in readinefs to produce the 
next meeting. You may recollect 
that Lord Gower became in a _puarti- 
cular manner bound for the tulfil- 
ing this engagement. Even this 
did not fatisfy; and moft of the mi- 
nority were very unwilling that pare 
liament fhould be prorogued until 
fomething effectual on the fubject 
ihould be done; particularly as we 
faw that the diftreffes, difcontents, 
and armaments ot Ireland, were ens 
creafing every days; and we were 
not fo much loft to common fenfe, 
as not to know the witdom and efti- 
cacy of early conceilion in circums 
ftances fuch as our’s. 

The feffion was now at an end, 
The minifters, inftead of attending 
toaduty that was fo urgent on them, 
employed themfelves, as ufual, in 
endeavours to deftroy the reputation 
of thofe who were bold enough to 
remind them ofit. They cauted it 
tobe induftrioufly circulated through 
the nation, that the diftretles of Ire- 
land were of a nature hard tobe 
traced to the true fource; that they 
had been monttroufly magnitied ; 
and that, in particular, the oflicial 
reports from Ireland had given the 
lie (that was their pleafure) to Lord 
Rockingham’s repreientations; and, 
attributing the origin of the Irifh 
proceedings wholly to us, they af- 
dertcd, that every thing done in 
parliament upon the fubject, was 
with a view of ftirring up rebellion, 

Their unweariéd endeavours were 
not wholly without fuccefs, and the 
unthinking people in many places 
becaine ill-affected towards us on 
this account; for the minifters pro- 
ceeded in your affairs juft as the 
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did with regard to thofe of Ameri- 
ca:—they always reprefented you 
as a parcel of blockheads, without 
fenfe, or even feeling; that all your 
words were only the echoes of fac- 
tion here; that you had not under- 
ftanding enough to know that your 
trade was eramped by reftrictive acts 
of the Britifh parliament, unlefs we 
had, for factious purpofes, given 
you the information. 

They were fo far from giving 
the leatt intimation of the meafures 
which have fince taken place, that 
thoie, who were fuppofed the mott 
to know their intentions, declared 
them impoffible, in the actual ftate 
of the two kingdoms, and fpoke of 
nothing but an act of union, as the 
only way that could be found of 
giving freedom of trade to Ireland, 
confittently with the interefts of this 
kingdom. Even when the feffion 
opened, Lord North declared, that 
he did not know what remedy to 
apply to a difeafe of the caufe of 
which he was ignorant. 

What was done in Ireland after 
wards, in and out of parliament, 
never will be forgotten: you 
railed an army, new in its kind, 
and adequate in its) purpofes. It 
efrCted its end without its exer 
tion. Ie was vor under the authority 
of law mott certainly: but it derived 
from an authority full higher: and, 
asthey fay of faith, it is not con- 
trary to reafon, but above it; fo 
this army did not fe much contray 
dict the ipivit of the law, as fuper- 
tede it. What vou did in the le- 
giflative body is above all praite. 
By your proceeding with regard to 
the fupphes, you revived the grand 
characteriitic benefit of parhament, 
which was on the point of being 
entirely. loft amoneott us.  Thete 
feutiments 1 never concealed, and 
never iiail; and Mr. Fox expreiled 





them with his ufual power, wh 
» WAC 
he fpoke on the occafion, 

But judge, my dear Sir, of our 
furprize at finding your cenfure dj. 
rected againft thofe whofe only crime 
confifted in accufing the minitters of 
not having prevented your demands 
by our graces; of not having given 
you the natural advantages of your 
eountry, in the moft ample, the 
moft early, and the moft liberal 
manner; and for not having relaxed 
authority in fuch a manner as to en- 
fure friendfhip. That you fhould 
make the panegyric of the mini- 
fters, is what 1 expected; becaufe, 
in praifing their bounty, you paid 
juft compliment to your own force: 
but, that you fhould rail at us, ei- 
ther individually, or collectively, is 
what I can fearcely think a natural 
proceeding.—I can eafily conceive, 
that gentlemen might grow fright- 
ened at what they had done; that 
they might imagine they had under. 
taken a bufinefs above their hand; 
thar the inftruments of their power 


might be too vaft and unmanageable. 


for their direétion; that, having 
obtained a ftate of independence for 
their country, they meant ¢o take 
the deferted helm into their own 
hands, and to fupply, by their very 


real abilities the total infutticiency 
of the nominal government; ail 


thefe might be real, and might be 
very juftiliable motives for their re- 
conciling themfelves cordially to the 
prefent court-fyitem: but I do not 
fo well difcern the reafons that 
could induce them at the firtt tees 
ble dawning of lite in this couatry, 
todo all in their power tocaft a 
cloud over it, and to prevent the 
leaft hope of our effecting the ne- 
cetlary reformations which are aimed 
at in our conflitution, and in our 
national ceconomy. 

Pats 
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Parliamentary SUPPLIES, and WAYS and MEANS for 1780. 


December 2, 1779+ 
Efolved, That eighty-five thou- 
find men be employed for the 
, fea fervice forthe year onc thoufand 
foven hundred and eighty, including 
eighteen thoufand feven hundred and 
feventy-nine marines. 

Refolved, That a fum, not ex- 
ceeding four pounds per man per 
month, be allowed for maintaining 
the faid eighty-five thoufand men, 
for thirteen months, including ord- 
nance for fea fervice. 


Decenther 4. 

Refolved, That the fum of four 
fhillings in the pound, and no more, 
be raifed within the fpace of one 
year, from the twenty-fifth day of 
March, one thoufand feven hundred 
and eighty, upon lands, tenements, 
hereditaments, penfions, offices, and 
perfonal eftates, in that part of Great 
Britain called England, Wales, and 
the Town of Berwick upon Tweed ; 
and that a proportionable cefs, ac- 
cording to the ninth article of the 
Treaty of Union, be laid upon that 
part of Great Britain called Scotland. 

Refolved, That towards raifing 
the fupply granted to his Majetty, 
the duties upon malt, mum, cyder, 
and perry, which, by an act ot par- 
liament of the ninctecnth year of 
his prefent Majefty’s reign, have 
continuance tothe twenty-fourth day 
of June, one thoufand feven hun- 
dred and cighty, be further conti- 
nued and charged upon all malt 
which fhall be made, and all mum 
which fhall be made or imported, 
and all eyder and perry which fhall 
be made for fale, within the kings 
dom of Great Britain, from the 


Prtrene 


twenty-third day of June, one thou- 


fand feven hundred and eighty, to 
the twenty-fourth day of June, one 
thoufand feven hundred and eighty- 
one. 

December g. 

Refolved, That nine hundred for- 
ty fix thoufand one hundred feventy- 
fix pounds, three fhillings and five 
pence, be granted to his Majefty, 
for defraying the charge of thirty 
five thoufand and five effective men, 
for guards, garrifons, and other his 
Majefty’s land forees in Great Bri- 
tain, Jerfey and Guerniey, for the 
year one thoufand feven hundred 
and eighty. 

Refolved, That forty-four thou- 
fand eight hundred and feventy-five 
pounds, eight fhillings and three- 
pence, be granted to his Majetty, 
for the pay of the General and Ge- 
neral ttaff officers in Great Britain. 

Refolved, That one million four 
hundred and eighteen thoufand and 
fittyenine pounds, one fhilling, and 
two pence, be granted to his Ma- 
jefty, for maintaining his Majefty’s 
forces and garrifons in the planta- 
tions, Africa and the Eaft-Indies, 
including thofe in garrifon at Mi- 
iorea and Gibraltar, and for provi- 
fions for the forces in North Ame- 
rica, Nova Scotia, Newfoundland, 
Gibraltar, the Weft Indies, and 
Africa. 

Refolved, That fifty-fix thoufand 
two hundred and twenty-eight 
pounds, eleven fhillings, and cles 
ven pence haltpenny, be granted to 
his Majefty, for defraying the 
charge ot five Hanoverian batta- 
lions of foot at Gibraltar and Minor- 
ca, and for provifions for the three 
battalions ot the faid troops at Gi- 
braltar. 
(M 3) 
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Refolved, That three hundred 
and fixty-feven thoufand eight hun- 
dred and ninety-two pounds, nines 
teen flillings, and four pence, be 
granted to his Majectly, tor detray- 
ing the charge of thirteen thoufand 
four hundred and fevent veflvo men, 
of the troops of the Landyrave ot 
Heftie Caticl, in) the pey ot Great 
Britain, together with thc fubidy, 
for the year one thoufand fteven 
hundred and cighty, purfuant to 
treaty. 

Refolved, That thirty-five thou- 
fand fiye hundred and ten pounds, 
nineteen fluliings, and nine pence, 
be granted to his Majetly, for de- 
fraying the charge ot two reemments 
of Eanua, in the pay of Great 
Britain, together with the tubtidy 
puriuant to treaty with the hereui- 
tary prince of Heile Caflel, 

Refolved, That feventeen thou- 
fand five hundred and twenty-nine 
pound , eleven futllings, and nine 
pence, be granted to his Majeily, 
for d ira’ ing, the charge OTF a reet- 
ment oO. | t of Wald Ck, in the 
pay of Great Brivain, tovether with 
the jublidy, purfuant to treaty with 
the reiguing prince of \Valdeck. 

Refolved, ‘That rin Py -foul thoue 
fand one hirngiired ind feves ty-three 
pounds, twelve (ang , and tour 
ranted to his 
lajenty, ior defravine the charve 


sonce haltpenny, be 


of tour thouland three hundred 
men, the troops of thi relening 
Duke of Bruntwioek, in the pid of 
Great Britain, tovether with the 
fubhidy, for the year one thoufand 
feven huncred and eielity, puriye 
ant to treaty. : 
Refolved, ‘That thirty nine thou- 
fand acven hundred avd ciehteen 
pounds, erehtcen thillings, and one 
Uy hal) Hiv, be eras ted to lis 
Maichy, for aetrayme the charge 
of tourteen hundred and torr feven 
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men, the troops of the Margrave of 
Brandebourg Anfpach, in the pay 
ot Great Britain, togethe: with the 
fublidy, for the year one thoufand 
feven hundred and cighty, 
to treaty. 
Refolved, That fixteen thoufand 
fix hundred and fixty-one pounds, 
ix (hillings, and four pence half. 
penny, be granted to his Majetty, 
tor detraying the charve of a corps 
of foot of Anhait Zerbf, in the 
pay of Great Britain, together with 
the fubhdy, purfuant ro treaty with 
the reigning prince of Anhalt 
Ze bit, 


Refolved, That forty civht thou. 


’ 
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purtuane 


fand oeht hundred and one pounds, 
fen thillings and fixpence, be grant. 
ed to jis Majefly, tor detraying the 
charge ot provitions for the foreign 
troops terving in North America, 
in the pay of Great Britaip. 

iv clolwed, That twenty-feventhou- 
fund feven hundred and forty-one 
pounds, and ten flillings, be granted 
to his Majcity, for detraying the 
charge of artillery, for the foreign 
troops in the pay of Great Britain, 
puiteant to treatics. 

Kelolved, That fix hundred and 
fitty-three thoufand nme hune 
died and twenty-fix pounds, two 
fliiiiings, be pranted to his Ma- 
qeity, lor detraving the charge of 
the embodicd militia of the everal 
counties in South Britain, and ot 
four rev iinents of fencible men in 
North Britain. 

Refolved, ‘That ninety-fix thou- 
fand one hundred and eighty three 
pounds, tour fhillings and two 
pence, be granted to his Mayefty, 
for detraving the charge ot the 
cloathing, for the embodied militta 
in South-Britain. 

Kefolved, That cight thoufind 
nine hundred and torty three pounesy 
thiitcen fhiulines and eight pence, 
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de granted to his Majefty, for de- 
fraying the charge of additional 
companics, and additionals to the 
embodied militia, in South = Bri- 
tt efolved, That two hundred and 
fifty-eight thoufand two hundred 
“ {1x pounds, eighteen fhillings, 
he eranted to his Majcity, for de- 
fraying the charge ot the new le- 
vies, ordered to be railed for the 
vear one thoujand feven hundred 
and eighty. 
December 20. 

Refolved, That one thoufand two 
hundred pounds, be granted to his 
Maiefty, to be paid to William 
Smith, doctor of phytic, in recom- 
pence tor his conitant and humane 
attendance upon the fick and dil- 
ealed = prifoners, in the feveral 
goals in the county of Middlefex, 
city of Weftminfter, and borough 
of Southwark, for near four years 
laft paft; and for repaying to the 
faid William Smith, the teveral 
fums of moucy by him expended, 
in purchafizg proper medicines for 
fuch fick and difeated prifoners. 

Refolved, That tour hundred and 
fifty-eight thoufand one hundred 
and thirty-fix pounds, nine fhil- 
lings and eleven pence, be granted 
to his Majetty, for the charge of 
the office of ordnance for land-fer- 
vice, torthe year onc thoufand fevea 
hundred and eighty. 

Reiolved, That five hundred and 
nincty-one thoufand four hundred 
and fixty-fix pounds, and eleven 
pence, be granted to his Majetty, 
for detraying the expence ot fer- 


vices, pertormed by the othce of 


ordnance for land-fervice, and not 
provided for by parliament, in one 
thouland feven hundred and feventy- 
mine, 





PAPERS = (83) 


February 24, 1780. 

Refolved, ‘That three hundred 
eighty-five thoufand three hundred 
eighty-one pounds, feven fhillings 
and feven pence, be granted to his 
Majeky, tor the ordinary of the 
navy, including half pay to fea and 
marine othcers, for the year one 
thoufand feven hundred and eighty. 

KRelolved, ‘That fix hundred and 
nincty-feven thoufand nine hundred 
and three pounds, be granted to his 
Majetly, towards the buildings, re- 
buildings, and repairs, of thips ot 
war in his Majefty’s yards, and 
other extra works, over and above 
what are propoted to be done upon 
the heads of wear and tear, and or- 
dinary, tor the year one thoufand 
feven hundred and eighty. 

Refolved, That provifion be made 
for the pay and cloathing of the 
militia, and for their fubfittence, 
during the time they fhall be abfent 
from home, en account of the annual 
excraile, for the year one thouland 
feven hundred and eighty. 

Mai ch 7° 

Refolved, ‘That towards raifing 
the fupply granted to his Majetty, 
the fum of twelve millions be raited 
by annuities, and the further fum of 
four hundred and eighty thoufand 
pounds by a lottery, 1n manner tol 
lowing ; that is to fay, 

That every contributor towards 
railing the faid fum of twelve mile 
lions, dhall, tor every one hundred 
pounds contributed and paid, be 
entitled to an annuity of four 
pounds, to c.ntmue for a certain 
term ot feven years and one quar- 
ter, to commence from the fifth 
day of January, one thoufand fe- 
ven hundred and cighty, fubjeét to 
redemption by parliament, after 
the expiration of the faid term, and 
not fooner, And alfo be entitled 
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in refpe& of every fuch one hun- 
dred pounds fo contributed, to a 
further annuity ef one pound fix- 
teen fhillings and three pence, to 
continue for acertain term of eighty 
years, from the fiid fitth day of 
January, one thouland feven bun- 
dred and cighty, and then to ceafe : 
the fail annuity of four pounds to 
be paid at the bank of England, 
for one quarter of a year from the 
faid fifth day of January, one thou- 
fand feven hundred and eighty, to 
the fifth day of April tollowing ; 
and from that time fhall be added 
to, and made, one joint flock, with 
certain annuities, after the rate ot 
four pounds per centum, per an- 
num, which were etlablithed by an 
act of the feventernth year of the 
reign of his prefent Majetty, and 
from thenceforth ihall be paid and 
payable at the bank of England, 
onthe tenth diy of October, and 
the fifth day ot April, in every 
year: and the faid annuity of one 
pound fixteen fhillings and three 
pence per centum, to be payable in 
refpect co every one hundred pounds 
to be contributed as aforefaid, fall 
be added to, and made one joint 
ftock with certain annuities payable 
at the bank of LEveland, which 
were granted tor ninety-nine and 
ninetv-cight years, and were con- 
folidated and made one joiat ftock, 
by an act of the fourth year ot the 
reivn of his pretent Majelty, and 
(hall be peid and payable halt yearly 
at the bank of Eneland, on the fitth 
day of July, and the fiith day of Ja- 
nuary, in every year. 

"That the taid annuities, fo to be 
payable on the faid twelve millions, 
fhall be charged and chargeable 
upon, and payable out of a fund 
to be eitablithed in this feiiion of 
parament, for payment thereof ; 
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and for which the finking fund fhall 


be a collateral fecurity. 

‘That every contributor 
raifing the fum of twelve 
fall, for every one thoufand pounds 
contributed, be entitled to fy 
tickets in a lottery, to confit of 
forty-eight thoufand tickets, 
mounting to four hundred and 
erghty thoufand pounds, Upon pay- 
ment of the farther fum of ten 
pounds for each ticket, the fad 
four hundred and eighty thoufand 
pounds to be diftributed into'prizes 
tor the benefit of the proprietors of 
the fortunate tickets in the faid lot. 
tery, which fhall be paid in mo- 
ney at the bank of England to fuch 
proprietors, upon demand, as foon 
after the firtt day of March, one 
thoufand feven hundred and cighty- 
one, as certificates can be prepared, 
without any deduction whatfoever, 

Kefoived, That every perfon who 
fhall keep any office, or place, for 
buying, felling, infuring, regifter- 
ing, difpofing, or otherwife deal. 
ing’in any tickets or chances, or 
parts thereof, or on the numbers 
of any tickets in any lottery what- 
foever, or fhall, by writing or 
printing, publifhing the fetting up 
or ufing fuch office or place, fhall 
firft take out a licence for that pur- 
pote, 

Refolved, That there fhall be 
raifed, levied, and paid unto his 
Majetty, his heirs and fucceffors, 
the fum of fitty pounds, for every 
fuch licence. 

Refolved, That the monies ta 
arile by the faid duty, fhall be ap- 
plied towards defraying the exe 
pences attending the commilion to 
be made forth for managing, di- 
recting, and drawing fuch lottery. 

March 22. 
Refolved, That an additional du- 


ly 


towards 
millions 
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ey of fix pence for every bufhel be 
charged upon all malt made, and 
which fhall be made, in that part 
of Great Britain called England, 
Wales, and the town of ‘Berwick 
upon Tweed; and the additional du- 
ty of three pence for every bufhel 
be charged upon all malt made, and 
which fhall be made, in that part 
of Great Britain called Scotland, 
and fo in proportion for any greater 
fs quantity. 

rs pebived, That an additional du- 
ty of three pence per bufhel be 
charged upon all male which fhall 
be brought from Scotland into Eng- 
land, Wales, or the town of Ber- 
wick upon T weed; and fo in pro- 
portion for any greater or lefs quan- 
tity. 

Refolved, That an additional du- 
ty of one penny farthing per gal- 
Jon be laid upon all falt and rock 
falt, which fliall be made at the falt 
works, or taken out of any pit or 
pits, in that part of Great Britain 
called England, Wales, and town 
of Berwick upon Tweed; and after 
that rate for a greater or lefler 

uantity. 

Refolved, That an additional du- 
ty of three pence per bufhel be laid 
upon all falt, which fhall be made 
atany fale works, or be taken out 
of any pit or pits, in that part of 
Great Britain called Scotland, and 
atter that rate for a greater or lefler 

uantity. 

Refolved, That an additional du- 
ty of two pence halfpenny per gal- 
lon be laid upon all toreign falt im- 
ported into Great Britain, to be 
paid by the importer and import- 
ers thereof, and after that rate for 
a greater or leffer quantity. 

Kefolved, That an additional du- 
ty of feven pence per bufhel be 
kid upon all fale imported from 
Scotland inte England, Wales, and 





town of Berwick upon Tweed, and 
after that rate for a greater or lefler 
quantity. 

Refolved, That there fhall he 
raifed, levied, and paid by all and 
every perfon and perfons RO 
in, or vending, coffee, tea, an 
chocolate, or either of them, 
throughout the kingdom of Great 
Britain, for a licence to be taken 
out by each and every fuch perfon 
or perfons, annually, the fum of 
five thillings, 

April 11. 

Refolved, That eight thoufand fit: 
hundred and twenty-three pounds, 
feventcen fhillings and fix pence, 
be granted to his Majefty, for de- 
fraying the charges of Ueutehans 
Colonel Fullarton’s corps, from the 
24th of February, 1780, to the 24th 
day of December botlowin » both 
inclufive, being three hundred and 
five days. 

Refolved, That three thoufand one 
hundred and feventy-nine pounds, 
twelve fhillings ov fix pence, be 
granted to his Majefty, for defray- 
ing the charge of one additional 
troop, with a lieutenant colonel, to 
lieutenant colonel Holroyd’s corps 
of light dragoons, from the 25th 
day of December, 1779, to the 
24th day of December, 1780, both 
inclufive, being three hundred and 
fixty-fix days. 

Refolved, That twelve thoufand 
nine hundred and _ twenty-nine 
pounds, nine fhillings and two 
pence, be granted to his Majefty, 
for defraying the charge of Major 
General Rainsford’s regiment of 
foot, from th 24th day of Febru- 
ary, 1780, to the 24th day of De- 
cember following, both inclufive 
being three hundred and five days. 

Refolved, That eight thoufa: d 
fix hundred andtwenty-three pounds, 
{eventcen fhillings and fix pence, te 
granted 
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granted to-his, Majetty, fer defray- 
ing the charge of Lieutenant Colo- 
nel Humberftone’s corps, from the 
24th day of February, 1780, to the 
24th day of December following, 
both inclufive, being three hundred 
and five days. 

Refolved, That cighty-feven thou- 
{and feven hundred and eightecn 
pounds, be granted to his Majeity 
upon account, towards defraying 
the charge of the out pentioners of 
Cheifea tofpital, for the year 1780. 

Retolved, That fix thoufand nine 
seg st and ninety-feven pounds, 
our fhillings and three pence, be 
granted to his Majefty, ypon ac- 
count of the expences cf the new 
road of communication and build- 
jng bridges in the Highlands of 
North Britain, in the year 1750. 

April 13. 

Refolved, That towards raifing 
fhe fupply granted to his Majeity, 
there be iilued and applied the fum 
of fix hundred and fitty thoufand 
four hundred and fifty-feven pounds, 
eighteen fillings and one farthing, 
remaining in the receipt of the ex- 
chequer, on the sth day of April, 
1780, for the difpofition of parlia- 
ment, of the monics which had 
then arifen of the furpluffes, ex- 
eeffes, overplus monies, and other 
revenues, compofing the fund com- 
monly called, the Sinking Fund. 

Refolved, That towards raifing 
the fupply granted to his Majefty, 
there be applied the fum of twenty- 
five thoufand five hundred and fixty 
pounds, remaining in the receipt 
of the exchequer on the 5th day of 
April, 1780, of the deductions of 
fix pence in the pound out of all 
monies paid uponall falaries, pen- 
fions, and annuiues, and other pay- 
wnents from the crown, after fa- 
fistying all annuities and other 
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charges, then due and Payable oye 
of the fame. ’ 

Refolved, That towards raifin 
the fupply granted to his Maiefiy 
there. be applied the fum of «tan 
thoufand feven hundred and fixty. 
one pounds, thirteen flullings and 
four pence haltpenny, remaining 
inthe recejpt of the exchequer on 
the sth day of April, 1780, fub. 
ject to the difpotition of parlia. 
ment, exclufive of the furplus mo. 
nies then remaining of the finking 
fund. a 

May 11. 

Refolved, That an additional dy. 
ty of tix pence per gallon be laid 
upon rum, the produce of the Bri. 
tif plantations, imported from Eng. 
land into the Ifle of Man. r 

Refolved, That an additional du- 
ty of one penny per pound weiveht 
be laid upon tobacco, iunported from 
England into the faid ifland. 

Refolved, ‘That an additional du- 
tv, after the rate of five pounds 
per centum ad valorem, be laid 
upon hemp, iron, deal boards, and 
timber, imported trom foreign parts 
in the faid ifland. 

KRefolved, That an additional du- 
ty of four pounds per ton, be laid 
upon French wines imported into 
the faid ifland. 

Refolved, That an additional du- 
ty of two pounds per ton, be laid 
on all other forts of wine imported 
into the faid ifland. 

Refolved, That the duties, now 
payable upon the importation of 
tca and coffee, from England into 
the fuid ifland, do ceale, deters 
mine, and be no longer paid. 

Refolved, That a duty of fix 
pence per pound weight, be laid 
upon all Bohea tea, imported from 
England into the faid ifland. 

Refolved, 
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Refolved, That a duty of one 
filling per pound weight, be laid 
upon all green tea, imported from 
England into the faid Ifland. 

Refolved, That a duty of four 
pence per pound weight, be laid 
upon all coffee imported from Eng- 
Jand into the faid ifland. 

May 18. 

Refolved, That one million five 
hundred thoufand pounds, be grant- 
ed to his Majefty, towards paying 
off and difcharging the debt of the 
navy. 

Refolved, that fourteen thou- 
fand three hundred and forty-eight 
pounds, two ‘fhillings and nine 
pence, be granted to his Majetty, 
to replace the like fum which has 
been iflued by his Majefty’s orders 
to Mr. Duncan Campbell, for the 
expence of confining, maintaining, 
and employing convicts on the river 
Thames. 

Refolved, That eleven thoufand 
feven hundred and twelve pounds, 
nine flullings and fix pence, be 
granted to his Majefty, tor defray- 
ing the charge of additional compa- 
nies, and additionals to the embodi- 
ed militiain Seuth Britain, includ- 
ing cloathing, for the year one 
thoufand feven hundred and eighty. 

Refolved, That four hundred and 
fixty-eight pounds, fifteen fhillings 
and eight pence, be granted to his 
Majefty, to make good the defici- 
ency on the pay of additional com- 
panies, and additionals to the em- 
bodied militia in South Britain, for 
the year one thoufand feven hun- 
dred and feventy-nine. 

Refolved, That thirty thoufand 
two hundred and ninety-fix pounds, 
fixteen fhillings and eight pence, be 
granted to his Majetty, for detray- 
ing the charge of the new levies, 
irom the commencement of thtir 
seipective eflablifhaments to the 
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twenty-fourth day of December, 
one thoufand feven hundred and fe. 
venty-nine. 

Refolved, That the fum of one 
million five hundred thoufand pounds 
be raifed by loans or ss 
bills, to be charged upon the firft 
aids to be granted in the next feffion 
of parliament; and fuch exchequer 
bills, if not difcharged with inte- 
reft thereupon, on or before the sth 
day of April, 1781, to be exchang- 
ed, and received in payment, in fuch 
manner as exchequer bills have 
ufually been exchanged, and re¢- 
ceiyed in payment. 

May 22. 

Refolved, That eighty-two thou- 
fand nine hundred and five pounds, 
two fhillings, be granted to his 
Maiefly, upon account of the re- 
duced officers of his Majefty’s land 
forces and marines, for the year 
1780. 

Refolved, That fix hundred and 
eighty pounds, fix fhillings and fix 
pence, be granted to his Majefty, 
for defraying the charge of allow- 
ances to the feveral officers and 
private gentlemen, of the two 
troops of horfe guards reduced, and 
to the fuperannuated gentlemen of 
the four troops of hos guards, for 
the year 1780. 

May 23. 

Refolved, That two millions four 
hundred and eighteen thoufand eight 
hundred and five pounds, eightcen 
fhillings and eleven pence halfpen- 
ny, be granted to his Majefty, to- 
wards dcfraying the extraordinary 
expences of his Majefty’s land 
forces, and other fervices incurred 
between the 31ft day of January, 
1779, and the 1ft day of February, 
1780, and not provided for by pare 
liament. 

Refolved, That thirty-feven thou- 
fand three hundred and feventy-two 

pounds, 
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pounds, eighteen fhillings and nine 

nce halfpenny, be granted to his 
Majetty, to replace to the finking 
fund, the like fum paid out of the 
fame to make good the deficiency, 
on the sth day of July 1779, of 
the fund eftablithed for paying an- 
nuities, granted in an act made in 
the thirty-firft year of the reign of 
his late Majety, towards the fup- 
ply granted for the fervice of the 
year one thoufand feven hundred 
and feventy-cight. 

Refolved, That three hundred 
and thirty-two thoufand eight hun- 
dred and fifty-fix pounds, four flul- 
dings and five pence haltpenny, be 
‘granted to his Majefly, to replace 
zo the finking fund the like tum 

aid out of the fame to make 
good the deficiency, on the sth day 
of July, 1779, of the fund éfta- 
blifhed for paying annuities, grant- 
ed by an act made in the eigh- 
teeenth year of the reign of hts pre- 
fent Majefty, towards the fupply 
granted for the fervice of the year 
one thoufand feven hundred and fe- 
venty-eicght. 

Refolved, That one hundred and 
fixty-feven thoufand and thirty-tix 
pounds, fourteen fhillings aad one 
penny halfpenny, be granted to his 
Majeity, to replace to the finking 
fund the like fum paid out of the 
fame to make good the deficiency, 
on the sth day of July, 1779, of 
the fund eftablitied tor paying an- 
nuities, granted by an act made in 
the ninetcenth year of the reign of 
his prefent Majcity, towards the 
fupply granted for the fervice of 
the year one thoufand feven hundred 
god leventy-nine. 

Refolved, That three hundred 
thoufand fix hundred and eighty- 
f:ven pounds, and teven pence, be 
granted to his Majeity, to make 
good the deficiency ot the grants 
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for the fervice of the vear one 
thoufand feven hundred and feventy- 
Mine. 

Fune I. 

Refolved, That four thoufand fe. 
ven hundred and ninety-fix pounds 
ten flilunes and five pence, be 
granted to his Majetty, upon ace 
count, tor maintaining and {upport- 
ing the civil eftablifiment of his 

Majefty’s colony of Nova Scotia, 
for the year one thoufand feven 
hundred and eighty, 

Refolved, That two thoufand 
eight hundred and fixtv-fix pounds, 
be granted to his Maijetty, upon ace 
count for detraying the charges of 
the civil eftablifhment of his Majet- 
ty’s colony of Georgia, and other 
incidental expences attending the 
fame, from the twenty-fourth day 
of June, one thoufand feven hun- 
dred and feventy-nine, to the twenty- 
fourth day of June, one thoufand 
feven hundred and eighty. 

Refolved, That three thoufand 
mine hundred and fifty pounds, be 
granted to his Majeity, upon ace 
count, tor defraying the charges of 
the civil eftablifhment of his Ma- 
jefty’s colony of Eat Florida, and 
other incidental expences attending 
the fame, from the twenty-fourth 
day of June, one thoufand feven 
hundred and feventy-nine, to the 
twenty-fourth day of June, one 
thoutand feven hundred and eighty. 

Refolved, That three thouland 
nine hundred pounds be granted to 
his Majefty upon account, for de- 
fraying the charges of the civil el- 
tablifment of bis Majefty’s colony 
of Weft Florida, and other inciden- 
tal expences attending the fame, 
from the twenty-fourth day of June, 
one thoufand feven hundred and 
feventy-nine, to the twenty-fourth 
dav of June one thoufand feven hun 
dred and eighty, eit ae 
Relolvedy 
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Refolved, That three here 
ene hundred and fifty pounds, e 
granted to his Majefty, om account, 
for defraying the charges of the ci- 
vil eftablifhment of his Majefty’s 
land of Saint John in America, 
and other incidental expences at- 
cending the fame, from the firft day 
of January, one thoufand feven hun- 
dred and eighty, to the firft day of 
January, one thoufand feven hun- 
dredand eighty-one. . 

Refolved, That one thoufand 
eight hundred and thirty two pounds, 
five fhillings, be granted to his Ma- 
‘ety, upon account, for defraying 
the expences attending general fur- 
vevs ot his Majefty’s domimions in 
North America, for the year one 
shoufand feven hundred and eighty. 

Refolved, That thirteen thou- 
fand pounds be granted to his Ma- 
jefty, to be employed in repairing, 
maintaining, and fupporting, the 
Britith forts and fettlements on the 
eoaft of Africa. 

Refolved, That twenty-five thou- 
fand pounds, be granted to his Ma- 
jefty, upon account, towards carry- 
ing on the buildings at Somerict 
Houfe, for the ycar one thoufand 
feven hundred and eighty ; and that 
the faid fum be iffued and paid with- 
out any deduction whatfoever. 

Refolved, That towards raifing 
the fupply granted to his Majetty, 
there be iffed and applied the fum 
ot one million eight hundred forty- 
nine thoufand five hundred and for- 
ty two pounds, one fhilling, and 
eleven pence three farthings, out of 
fuch monies as have arifen, or fhall 
or may arife, of the furpluffes, ex- 
ceffes, or overplus monies, and 
other revenues compofing the fund, 
commonly cabled the Sinking Fund. 

Refolved, That fourteen thou- 
fand tour hundred and five pounds, 
tighteen duillings aud dix-pence, bee 


PAPERS. (189) 


ing the amount of feveral fums ari- 
fing from ftoppages for provifions. 
for the detachinent of artillery ferve 
ing in North America, be applied 
towards making good the fipoty 
granted to his Majefty, towards de- 
fraying the extraordinary expences 
of his Majefty’s land forces, and 
other fervices. incurred between the 
thirry-firft day of January, one thou-' 
fand feven hundred and feventy-nine, 
and the fir day of February, one 
thoufand feven ake and eighty, 
and not provided for by parliament. 
Refolved, That twenty thoufand 
feven hundred and feventeen pounds, 
feven fhillings and four-pence, out 
of the monies or favings remaining 
of the grant in this fefhon of partia- 
ament, for the charge of the new 
levies ordered to be raifed for the 
year one thoufand feven hundred 
and eighty, be applied towards muk- 
ing good the fupply granted to -his 
Majefty, towards defraying the ex- 
traordinary expences of his Majefty’s 
land-forces and other fervices, in- 
curred between the thirty-firft day 
of January, one thoufand feven hun- 
dred and feventy-nine, and the firft* 
day of February, one thoufand fc- 
ven hundred and eighty, and not 
provided for by parliament 
Refolved, That one hundred and 
thirteen thoufand nine hundred and 
ninety-eight pounds, feven fhillings 
and four pence, arifing from the 
favings of the fums voted by par- 
lament for the penfions of widows 
of officers of the army, in the years 
one thoufand feven hundred and fe- 
venty-five, one thoufand feven hun- 
dred and feventy-fix, one thoufand 
feven hundred and feventy-feven, 
one thoufand feven hundred and 
feventy-cicht, and one thoufand 
feven hundred and feventy-nine, be 
applied tow ‘Tus makiuag good the 
lupply granted to 2225 Miayjeity, to- 
wards 
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wards defraying the extraordinary 
expences of his Majefty’s land forces, 
and other fervices incurred, be- 
tween the thirty-firft day of Janu- 
ary, one thoufand feven hundred 
and feveney-nine, and the firft day 
of February, one thoufand feven 
hundred and eighty, and not provi- 
ded for by parliament. 

Refolved, That ten thoufand 
pounds, out of the favings (occa- 
fioned by births and promotions) of 
the half-pay of reduced officers of 
the army, from the twenty-fifth 
day of June, one thoufand fever 
hundred and fixty-feven, to the 
twenty-fourth day of December, 
one thoufand feven hundred and fe- 
venty-nine, be applied towards mak- 
ing good the fupply granted to his 
Majefty, towards detraying the ex- 
traordinary expences of his Majef- 
ty’s land forces, and other fervices 
incurred between the thirty-tirtt day 
of January, one thoufand feven 
hundred and feventy-nine, and the 
firk day of February, one thouland 
feven hundred and eighty, and not 
provided for by parliament. 

Refolved, ‘That forty-eight thou- 
fand three hundred pounds, being 
the amount of the fums ordered to be 
referved in the hands of the payinaf- 
ter general of his Majefty’s forces, 
out of the monies voted for the fub- 
fiftence of an augmentation to fun- 
dry regiments otf toot, im the year 
one thoufand feven hundred and fe- 
venty-nine, purfuant to his Majef- 
ty’s warrant of the twentieth of 
April, one thoutand feven hundred 
and eighty, authorizing fuch deduc- 
tions, be applied towards making 

oad the fupply granted to his Ma- 
jetty, towards detraying the extra- 
‘ordinary expences ot his Maietfty’s 
land forces, and other fervices in- 
curred between the thirty-tirit day 
ot Januarr, one thoufaad feven 
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hundred and feventy-nine, and the 
firft day of February, one thou d 
feven hundred and ‘eighty and ws 
provided for by parliament, - 

Retfolved, That towards raifine 
the fupply granted to his Mujefty. 
there be applied the fum of tes 
thoufand, five hundred and fix 
pounds, five fhillings and two pence 
farthing, remaining in the receipt 
of the exchequer, of the fum grant. 
ed out of the fupplies, for the year 
one thoufand feven hundred ‘and 
fifty, towards making good the de. 
ficiency of the grants for the year 
one thoufand feven hundred ‘and 
forty-nine, being part of the fum 
provided tor paying the arrears of 
the marine regiments that were dif. 
banded in the year one thoufand {e. 
ven hundred and forty-eight. 

Refolved, That towards raifing 
the fupply granted to his Majetty, 
there be applied the fum of five 
thoufand pounds remaining in the 
receipt of the exchequer, which, 
by an act of the fifth vear of the 
reign of his prefent Majefty, was 
granted for building a lazaret. 

Refolved, That fuch of the mo- 
nies as fhall be paid into the receipt 
of the exchequer, after the fifth 
day of April, one thoufand feven 
hundred and eighty, and on or be- 
fore the fifth day of April, one 
thoufand feven hundred and eighty- 
one, of the produce of the duties 
charged by two acts, made in the 
fifth and fourteenth years of his 
prefent Majefty’s reign, upon the 
importation and exportation of gum 
Senega and gum Arabic, be applied 
towards making good the 1upply 
granted to his Majetfty. 

Fune 1G. 

Refolved, ‘hat a fum not ex- 
ceeding five thouland pounds, be 
applied out of the monies unappli- 
ed, tothe ufe of the navy, m the 
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hands of the treafurer of the navy, 
towards encouraging and rewarding 
fuch perfon or perfons who fhail 
make any difcoverics tor finding the 
longitude at fea, which, though 
they do not entitle the diicoverers 
to the greater rewards fpeciticd in 
an act, made in the fourteenth year 
of the reign of his prefent Majetty, 
yet may be adjudged by the com- 
miffioners for the difcovery of lon- 
eitude at fea, to be of conficerable 
ufe to the public; and alfo fuch 
perfon or perfons, as fhall make any 
ether ufeful difcoveries and im- 
provements in navigation, and to- 
wards the better making of experi- 
ments relating thereto, fubject to 
the fame directions and regulations 
as are for the like purpofes contained 
in the faid act. 
June ai. 

Refolved, That a fum not ex- 
ceeding one million, be granted to 
his Majefty on account, to enable 
his Majetty to detray any extraor- 
dinary expences incurred, or to be 
incurred, on account of military or 
ordnance fervices for the year one 
thoufand feven hundred and eighty, 
and to take all fuch meafures as the 
exigencies of affairs may require ; 
and that fuch fum be raifed by loans 
or exchequer bills, to be changed on 
the firit uids to be granted in the 
iext feilion of parliament. 

June 28. 

Refolved, ‘That an humble ad- 
drefs be prefented to his Majefty, 
that he will be gracioufly pleaied to 
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order the fum of eight hundred 
pounds to be advanced to John 
Haticll, Efquire, clerk of this houfe, 
towards defraying the expence of 
printing the journal of this houfe, 
trom the end of the laf feilion of 
parliament, to the end of this pre- 
fent feflion, with an index to the 
thirty-feventh volume; and to de- 
fray fuch extraordinary expences as 
have been, or fhall be incurred on 
account of the printed journals and 
reports of thisshoufe ;. and to affure 
his Majefty that this houfe will 
make good the fame. 

Refolved, That an humble ad- 
drefs be prefented to his Majetty, 
that he will be gracioufly pleafed to 
order the further fum of four thou- 
fand pounds to be advanced, to- 
wards defraying the expence otf 
printing one thoufand two hundred 
and fifty copies of fuch parliamenta- 
ry and other records as his Majefty 
fhall think fit; and to affure his Ma- 
jefty, that this houle will make good 
the fame. 

Kefolved, That an humble ad- 
drefs be prefented to his Majefty, 
that he will be gracioufly pleaied to 
give directions to the proper offi- 
cers, for the fitting up and com- 
pleting the apartments in the addi- 
tional buildings belonging to this 
houfe, allotted tor the ufe of John 
Clemention, Efquire, deputy terje- 
ant at arms, attending this houfe; 
and to ailure his Majeity, that this 
houfe will defray all expences incur- 
red on that account, 











































BIOGRA 


ANECDOTES anp 


PHIC AL 


CHARACTERS. 





OF 


ANECDOTES 





Mr GARRICK, 


(From Mr. Davies’s Memoirs of that celebrated Actor.) 


AVID Garrick was the fon 

of captain Peter Garrick, 

and was born at Hereford, on the 
2oth of February, 1716. At the 
time of his birth his father was on a 
recruiting party in that town; but 
he generally retided at Lichfield. 
Young Garrick received part of his 
education at the grammar-fchool 
there; but he did not apply himfelf 
to his book with much affiduity. 
“ He had conceived a very early 
paflion for theatrical reprefentation, 
trom which nothing could turn him 
alide, When he was little more 
than eleven years of age, he form- 
ed the project of getting a play act- 
ed by young gentlemen and ladies. 
After he had made fome trial of his 
own and his companions abilities, 
and prevailed upon the parents to 
give their confent, he pitched upon 
the Recruiting Officer for the play. 
He aifembled his little company in 
a large room, the deftined place of 
reprelentation: there we may fup- 
pole our young Bays diftributed the 
teveral characters according to the 


Merits of the performers. He pre- 
1780 
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vailed on one of his fifters to play 
the part of the Chambermaid: Ser- 
jeant Kite, a character of bufy in- 
trigue and bold humour, he chofe 
for himfelf. 

* The play was acted in a man- 
ner fo far above the expectation of 
the audience, that it gave general 
fatisfaction, and was much applaud- 
ed. The eafe, vivacity and hue 
mour of Kite, are ftill remembered 
with pleafure at Lichfield. 

* This firft ftage attempt of our 
Englifh Rofcius was in 1727. 

** Not long after, he was invited 
to Lifbon by an uncle, who was a 
confiderable wine-merchant in that 
city; but his ftay there was very 
fhort, for he returned to Lichfield 
the year following. It is imagired 
that the gay difpofition of the young 
gentleman was not very fuitable t» 
the old man’s temper, which wa;, 
perhaps, too grave and auttere to 
relifh the vivacitics of his nephew. 

“* However, during his fhort ftay 
at Lifbon, young Garrick made 
himfelf agrecable to all who knew 
him, particularly to the Englifh 

mer- 
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merchants who refided there, with 
whom he often dined. After din- 
ner they ulually diverted themfelves 
by placing him upon the table, and 
calling upon him to repeat veries 
and fpeeches from plays, which he 
did with great readinets, and much 
to the fatisfaction ot the hearers. 
Some Portuguefe young gentlemen 
of the higheft rank, who were .of 
his own age, were alfo much de- 
lighted with his converfation. I 
have heard him fay, that he had 
been often 1a company with the un- 
fortunate dike D’Aveiro, who was 
put to death, about twenty years 
fince, for a contpiracy againft the 
king of Portugal. 

“* He afterwards returned to Lich- 
ficld, ahd, in 1737, came up to 
town in company with Mr. Samuel 
vhnfeon, now fo much and fo de- 
fervedly celebrated in the literary 
world. Soon after his arrival in 
London, Mr. Garrick entered him- 
felf of Lincoln’s Inn; and he alfo 
put himfelf under the tainon of 
Mr. Colfon, an eminent mathema- 
tician at Rochefter. But as he ap- 
plied himfelf little to the ftudy of 
the law, fo his proficiency in ma- 
thematics and philofophy was not 
extenfive. His mind was theatri- 
cally led, and nothing could divert 
his thoughts from the fludy of that 
to which his geiius fo powerfully 
prompted him. He had one thou- 
fund pounds left him by his uncte 
at Lifbon; and he enhgayved for a 
fhort tive in the wine-trade, in 
vartnerihip with bis brother, Mr. 
tad Garrick: they hired vaults in 
Durham-yard, for the purpofe of 
carrying on the buatinefs. The 
uuion between the brorhers was of 
no long date. Peter was calm, fe- 
date, and methodical; David was 
gay, volatile, impetuous, and, per- 
baps, not fo contined to regularity 
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as his partner could have Withed, 
lo prevent the continuance of fruit. 
lefs and daily altercation, by the in. 
terpofition of friends the partner. 
fhip was amicably diffolved. 

“6 And now Mr. Garrick pre. 
pared himfelf in earneft for that em. 
ployment which he fo ardently 
loved, and m which Nature de. 
figyned he fhould fo eminently ex. 
cel. ; 

és He was frequently in the com- 
pany of the motft eminent actors: 
he got himlelf introduced to the ma. 
nagers of the theatres, and tried his 
talent in the recitation of lome par- 
ticular and favourite portions of 
plays. Now and then he indulged 
himfelf in the practice of mimicry, 
a talent which, however inferior, js 
never willingly reigned by him who 
excels in it. Sometimes he wrote 
criticifms upon the action and elo- 
cution of the players, and publithed 
them in the prints. Thefe fudden 
effutions of his mind generally com. 
prehended judicious obfervations and 
fhrewd remarks, unmixed with that 
grofs liberality which often dif- 
graces the inftructions of moders 
ftage critics. 

*“ Mr. Garrick’s diffidence with- 
held him from trying his ftrength 
at firft upon a London theatre. He 
thought the hazard was too great, 
and embracing the advantage of 
commencing noviciate in acting with 
a coinpany of players then ready to 
fet out for Ipfwich, under the dis 
rection of Mr. William Giffard and 
Mr. Dunftall, in the fummer of 
1741. y 

“© The firft effort of his theatrical 
talents was exerted in Aboan, in the 
play of Oroonoko, a part in which 
his features could not eafily be dif 
cerned. Under the difguife of 4 
black countenance, he hoped to 
cicape beiug known, fhould at oe 
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misfortune not to pleafe. Though 
Aboan is not a rhea big 
yet the fcenes oft pathetic perfua- 
fion and affecting diftrefs, in wh ch 
that character 1s involved, will al- 
ways command the attention of the 
audience When reprefented by a ju- 
dicious actor. Our young player's 
ap slaufe was equal to his molt fan- 
guine defires. Under the affumed 
name of Lyddal, he not only ated 
a variety of characters im plays, 
articularly Chamont in the Or- 
phan, Captain Brazen in the Ke- 
cruiting Officer, and Sir Harry Wil- 
dair; but he likewife attempted the 
aétive feats of the Harlequin. In 
every eflay he gave fuch delight to 
the audience, that they gratified 
him with conftant and loud proofs 
of their approbation. The town of 
Ipfwich will long boaft of having 
firft feen and encouraged fo great a 
genius as Mr. Garrick.” 
His firit appearance as an actor In 
London was on the 1gth of October, 
1741, when he performed the part 
of Richard (11. at the play-houfe in 
Goodman’s-fields. “* His eafy and 
familiar, yet forcible ttyle in {peak- 
ing and acting, at firft threw the 
critics into fome hefitation concern- 
ing the novelty as well as propriety 
of his manner. They had teen 
long accultomed to an elevation of 
the voice, with a fudden mechani- 
cal depreffion of its tones, calculat- 
ed'to excite admiration, and io in- 
trap applaufe. To the juft modula- 
tion of the words, and concurring 
expreffion of the features from the 
genuine workings of nature, they 
had been ftrangers, at leait for fome 
time, But after he had gone 
through a variety of fcenes, in 
Which he gave evident proofs of 
confummate art, and perfect know- 
ledge of character, their doubts were 
turned into furprize and aftonifh- 
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ment, from which they relieved 
themfelves by loud and reiterated 
applaufe. They wer more efpe- 
cially charmed when the aétor, afs 
ter having thrown afide the hypo- 
crite and politician, affumed the 
warrior and the hero. When news 
was brought to Richard, that the 
duke of Buckingham was tiken, 
Garrick’s look and action, when he 
pronounced the words, 


~—— Off with his head! 
So much fer Buckingham | 


were fo fignificant and importants, 
from his vifible enjoyment of the 
incident, that feveral loud fhouts of 
approbation proclaimed the triumph 
of the actor, and fatisfaction of the 
audience. The death of Richard 
was accompanied with the loudeft 
gratulations of applaufe. 

‘* The fame play was acted fix 
or feven times fucceffively. The 
receipts of the treafury amounted 
in feven nights to no more than 
2161. 7s. 6d. and this conveys a 
certain evidence, of what u® the 
kindnefs, as well as judgment of 
the manager, is to the growing fame 
of an actor. Giffard, to a good 
underftanding, joined a fenfe of 
honour, with great humanity. He 
faw Garrick’s merit, and did all in 
his power to fupport it. Several 
other parts, among which were 
Aboan in Oroonoko, Chamon: in 
the Orphan, Clodio in the Fop’s 
Fortune, Bays in the Rehearfal, 
fucceeded Richard; which favowr- 
ite character was repeatedly called 
for, and aéted to crowded audi- 
ences. 

“ Such was the univerfal appro- 
bation which followed our young 
actor, that the more eltabliflied the- 
atres of Drury-lane and Covent- 
garden were deferted. Mr. Garrick 
drew after him the inhabitants ot 
A 2 the 
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the moft polite parts of the town; 
Goodman’s-fields was full of the 
fplendor of St. James’s and Grofve- 
nor-fquare; the coaches of the no- 
bility filled up the fpace from Tem- 
ple-bar to Whitechapel. He had 
fo perfectly convinced the public of 
his fuperior accomplifhinents in act- 
ing, that not to admire him would 
not only have argued an abfence of 
tafte, but the grofleft ftupidity. 
Thofe who had feen and been de- 
lighted with the moft admired of the 
old aétors, confeffed that he had 
excelled the ableft of them in'the 
varicty of his exhibitions, and e- 

ualled them all in their moft ap- 
plauded chara¢ters. 

“ Mr. Pope was perfuaded bv 
lord Orrery to fee him in the firtt 
dawn of his fame. That great man, 
who had often feen and admired 
Betterton, whofe picture he had 
painted, and which is now in the 
poflefion of lord Mansticld *, was 
{truck with the propricty and beau- 
ty of Mr. Garrick’s action: and, as 
a convincing proof that he hada 
good opinion of his merit, he told 
lord Orrery, that he was afratd the 
young man would be fpoiled, for he 
would have no competitor. 

“Mr. Garrick fhone forth like 
a theatrical Newton; he threw new 
light on elocution and action; he 
baniflied ranting, bombaft, and gri- 
mace; and reftored nature, eafe, 
fimplicity and genuine humour. 

* Quin, who had hitherto been 
efteemed the firft actor in tragedy, 
eould not conceal his uneafinefs and 
difguft from the great fuccefs of Mr. 
Garrick. After he had been a 
fpectator of his manner in fome im- 
portant chara@er, which, I believe, 
was Richard the Third, he declared 
peremptorily, ** That if the young 
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* blr. Pope was defigned to be bred a painter. 


fellow was right, he, and the ref? 
of the players, had been al! wrong:” 
and, upon being told that Good. 
man’s-fields theatre was crowded 
every night to fee the new actor 
he faid, *¢ ‘That Garrick was a new 
religion : Whitfield was followed 
for atime; but they would all come 
to church again.”’ 

“ Mr. Garrick, who hada quick 
and happy talent in turning an epi. 
gram, gave this fmart reply to 
Quin’s bon mot: : 


Pope Quin, who damns all churches by: 
his own, 


Complains that herefy infefts the town; 

‘That Whitfield-Garrick has mifled the age, 

And taints the found religion of the tage 

Schifm, he cries, has turn’d the nation’s 
brain ; 

But eyes will opcn, and to church again! 

Thou great infallible, forbear to roar, 

Thy bulls and errors are rever'd no more; 

When coetrines meet with gen’ral appro- 
bation ; 

It is not herefy, but reformation. 


* Colley Cibber, from whom 
more candour might have been ex- 
pected, after he had feen Garrick’s 
Bays, which the public efteemed a 
matter-piece of comic humour, faid, 
*“* Garrick was well enough, but 
not fuperior to his fon Theophilus,” 
who had little more to recommend 
him in the part than pertnefs and 
vivacity. 

“ Mrs. Bracegirdle, a celebrated 
actrefs, who had left the ftage for 
more than thirty years before Gar- 
rick’s firft appearance, and was vi- 
fited by many perfons of condition 
and tatte, thought very differently 
of this rifing genius. In a conver 
fation which fhe had with Colley 
Cibber, who fpoke of him with aa 
affected derogation, fhe reproved his 
malignity, and  generoutly 
“ Come, come, Cibber, tell me 
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if there is not fomething like envy 
in your character of this young gen- 
tleman: the actor who pleafes every 
body muft be a man of merit.”” The 
old man felt the force of this fen- 
fible rebuke: he took a pinch ot 
fyuff, and frankly replied, “* Why, 
“aith, Bracey, 1 beleve you are 
right; the young fellow is clever.” 

“ Mr. Garrick’s weekly imcome 
was, at firit, very moderate, not ex- 
ceeding fix or feven pounds. But 
when it was evident, that the great 
emoluments from the play-houfe 
treafury were chiefly, if not en- 
tirely, owing to his labours, and 
that the benches of the play-houle 
were almoft always empty, when his 
name was not feen in the play-bills, 
Mr. Giffard very heartily concurred 
with Mr. Garrick and his triends 
toallow him a full moiety of the 
rofits; and in this the manager 
found his advantage, for the actor 
was conftantly employed in conte- 
quence of his being perpetually ad- 
mired. Toa very long and fatiguing 
character in the play, he would tre- 
quently add another in a farce, The 
diltrefles which he raifed in the au- 
dience by his Lear and Richard, he 
relieved with the roguith tricks of 
the Lying Valet, or the diverting 
humours of the School Boy.”’ 

In 1742, he entered into a fated 
agreement with Fleetwood, patentee 
ot Drury-lane, for the annual in- 
come of sool. His fame continued 
to increafe at the royal theatre, and 
foon became fo extended, ** that a 
deputation was fent from Ireland to 
invite him to actin Dublin during 
the months of June, July, and Au- 
gu, upon very profitable condi- 
tions: thefe he embraced, and 
crofled the feas to the metropolis of 
Ireland, in June 1742, accompa- 
aied by Mrs. Wofhington. 

* His fuccefs at Dublin exceed- 
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ed all imagination, though much 
was expected from him: he was 
carefied by all ranks of people, as a 
prodigy of theatrical accomplith- 
ment. During the hotteft days in 
the year, the play-houfe was crowd- 
ed with perfons of fafhion and rank, 
who were never tired with feeing 
and applauding the various effays of 
his ikall. 

“ The exceffive heats became 
prejudicial to the frequenters of the 
theatre: and the epidemical diitem- 
per which feized and carried off 
great numbers, was nicknained the 
Garrick fever. Satisfied with the 
emoluments arifing from the fum- 
mer campaign, and delighted with 
the generous encouragement and 
kind countenance which the nobili- 
ty and gentry of Ireland had given 
him, and of which he always {poke 
in the itrongeft terms of acknowledg- 
inent and gratitude, he fet out for 
London, to renew his labours, and 
to receive the applaufe of the mok 
critical, as well as moit candid au- 
dience in Europe. 

“Such an aétor as Garrick, 
whofe name, when announced in 
the play-bills, operated like a 
charm, and drew multitudes to the 
theatre, of confequence, confider- 
ably augmented the profits of the 
patentee. 

** But at the time when all with- 
out doors was apparently gay and 
fplendid, and the theatre of Drury- 
lane feemed to be 1n the moft flou- 
rifhing condition, by the ftrange 
and abfurd conduct of the manager, 
the whole fabric was abfolutel 
running into certain deftruction.”” 

His behaviour brought on a re- 
volt of the principal actors, with 
Mr. Garrick and Mr. Macklin at 
their head, and for fome time the 
feceded from the theatre. They 
endeavoured to procure a patent for 
A 3 ancw 
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a new theatre, but without fuccefs ; 
and Garrick at length accommodated 
his d-fpute with the manager, Mr. 
Fleetwood, by engaging to play 
again fora falary ot 6 or 7ool. 

In 1744, Mr. Garrick made a 
fecond voyage to Dublin, and be- 
came joint-inanager of the theatre 
there with Mr. Sheridan. They 
met with great fuccefs; and Mr. 
Garrick returned again to Loudon 
in May 1746, having confiderably 
added to his ftock of money. In 
1747, he became joint-patentce of 
Drury-lane theatre with Mr. Lacy. 
“Mr. Garrick and Mr. Lacy di- 
sided the bufinefs of the theatre in 
fuch a manner as not to encroach 
upon each other’s province. Mr. 
Lacy took upon himfelf the care of 
the wardrobe, the fcenes, and the 
ceconomy of the houfhold; while 
Mr, Garrick regulated the more im- 
portant bufinels of treating with au- 
thors, hiring aé¢tors, diftributing 
parts in plays, fuperintending of 
rehearfals, &c. Betides the profits 
accruing from his half fhare, he 
was allowed an income of cool. for 
his acting, and fome particular emo- 
luments for altering plays, tarces, 
oe. 

In 1749, he was married to Ma- 
demoifelle Violetti, a young lady of 
great accomplifhments. 

In 1763, 1764, and 1765, he 
made a journey into France and Ita- 
ly, accompanied by Mrs. Garrick, 
who, from the day of her marriage 
till the death of her hufband, was 
never feparated from him for twen- 
ty four hours. During his ftay 
abroad, ** his company was defired 
by many foreigners of high birth 
and great merit. He was fometimes 
invited to give the company a tafte 
of that art in which he was known 
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fo greatly toexcel. Such a requeft he 

very readily coniented to, for indeed » 
his compliance coft him noth; 
He could, without the leaf 
coin transtorm himfelf ine 
character ravie ; : . 
feize 9k Pte Tg a aa and 
fion of the hu : mt Thea § 
i , man mind He could 
make a tudden tranfition from Vi0- 
lent rage, and even madnefs, to 
the extremes of levity and humoyr 
and go through t! e whole Circle of 
theatric evolution with the mog 
furpriling velocity. 

One of the illuilrious princes* of 
Italy requetted that he would favour 
him with fome very ftriking or af. 
fecting fcene in one of the moft ad. 
mired Englith trazedies. Mr. Gar. 
rick immediately recited a foliloquy 
of Macbeth, which is tpoken during 
the inftant of ume when a dagger 1 
prefented to the difturbed imaginas 
tion of a man ready to perpetrate a 
horrid murder. fis ardent look, 
expreffive tones, and impathoned 
action, convinced the nobleman of 
his great theatric excellence. But 
the moft remarkable inftance which 
l ever heard of our Rotctus’s great 
power to raife the attention, and 
fix the admiration of an intelligent 
and very polite company, was told 
me hy a gentleman of unquettioned 
veracity, and who related the oc- 
currence to me, from the mouth ot 
one who was prefent when it tell 
out. 

“‘ Not long before Mr. Garrick 
left Paris, in 1766, feveral perfons 
of the firit diftinétion ot both iexes, 
Englifh and French, met by ap 

ointment at the hotel de -——~+ 
Mr. and Mrs. Garrick, and Made 
moilelle Clairon, were of the party. 
The converfation turned for fome 
time on the belles lettres, in which 
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the merits of feveral eminent writers 
were difcufled with equal judgment 
and candour. Many critical obler- 
yations were made on the action and 
eloquence of the French and kng- 
lh theatres: and at the requett of 
this verv brilliant circle, La Clairon 
and Garrick conlented to exhibst 
various fpecimens of their theatrical 
talents, which produced great en- 
tertainment. This friendly c nreft 
lated for a contiderable tune, wi h 
great animation on both fides. Ihe 
company loudly declared their ap- 

robation, in the ftrongeft terns, of 
the two exhibitors. 

“Ir was remarked, that the 
French gave the preterence to Mr. 
Garrick: and that the Englifh, with 
equal politenets, adjudged the vic- 
tory to Mademoifelle Clairron. But 
as the greater part of the former 
were but little acquainted with the 
English language, Mr. Garrick was 
induced to relate a certain fact, and 
afterwards to exhibit it by action, 
which happened in one of the pro- 
vinces of France at the time he was 
there, and of which he had been an 
eve-witnefs. A father, he faid, 
was fondling his chiid at an open 
window, trom whence they looked 
into the fireet. By one unlucky 
effort, the child fprang trom his fa- 
ther’s arms, fell upon the ground, 
and died upon the fpot; what tol- 
lowed, he faid, was a language 
which every body underitood, tor it 
was the language of nature; he im- 
mediately threw himfelt into the at- 
titude in which the father appeared 
at the time the child leaped trom his 
grins. 

“ The influence which the re- 
prefentation of the father’s agony 
prosuced on the company, and ex- 

ibited by this darling fon of Na- 
ture, in the filent, but expreffive 
language of unutterable forrow, is 
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eafier to be imavined than expreffe 
ed: let it fuffice to fay, that the 
greateft aftonithment was fucceeded 
by abundant tears. 

“ As foon as the company had 
recovered from their agitation, Ma- 
demotieile Clairon catched Mr, 
Garrick in her arms, and kiffed 
him; then turning to Mrs. Gare 
rick, fhe apologized for her cone 
duct, by faving, it was an involun- 
tary mark of her applaufe.”” 

On the death of Mr. Lacy, 
joint patentee of Drury-lane with 
Mr. Garrick, in 1773, the whole 
mana ‘ement of that theatre devolve 
edon Mr, Garrick. But in 1776, 
being about fixty years of age, he 
foid his fhare of the patent, and 
formed a refolution of quitting the 
ftare. He was, however, “ de- 
termined, betore he lett the theatre, 
to give the public proofs of his abi- 
litics to delight them as highly as 
he had ever done in the flower and 
vigour of his lite. To this end, 
about a fortnight or three wecks 
previous to his taking his final 
leave, he prefented them with fome 
of the mott capital ‘and trying cha- 
racters of Shakfpeare; with Hame 
let, Kichard, and Lear; _befides 
other parts which were lefs fa- 
ticuing. Hamlet and Lear were 
repeated; Richard he acted once 
only, and by the king’s command, 
His majeity was much turprifed to 
{ec him in an age fo advanced, run 
about the ticld of battle with fo 
much fire, force, and agility. 

“ He finifhed his diamati¢c race 
with one ot his favourite parts, with 
Felix, in the Wonder, A Woman 
Keeps a Secret. When the play 
was ended, Mr. Garrick advanced 
towards the audience with much 
palpitation of mind, and vifible 
emotion in his countenance. No 
premeditation whatever could pre- 
A4 pare 
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are him for this affecting fcene. 
He bowed—he paufed—the fpecta- 
tors were all attention.—After a 
fhort ftruggle of nature, he reco- 
vered from the fhock he had felt, 
and addreffed his auditors in the fol- 
lowing words: | 

“6 Ladies and Gentlemen, 

“ Te has been cuftomary with 
perfons under my circumftances to 
addrefs you in a farewell epilogue, 
I had the fame intention, and turn- 
ed my thoughts that way; but in- 
deed I found myfelf then as inca- 
pable of writing fuch an epilogue, 
as I fhould be now of {peaking 
it. 

“ The jingle of rhime, and the 
language of fiction, would but ill 
fuit my prefent feclings. This 1s 
to mea very awful moment: it is 
no lefs than parting tor ever with 
thofe from whom I have received 
the greateft kindnefs and favours, 
and upon the fpot where that kind- 
nefs and thofe favours were enjoy- 
ed.”? [Here he was unable ro pro- 
ceed till he was relieved by a fhower 
of tears. ] 

‘© Whatever may be the changes 
of my future life, the deepef im- 
prefion of your kindnefs will 
ways remain * [putting his 


al- 
’ here,’ 
hand on his breaft] * fixed and ua- 
alterable. 

“¢ I] will very readily agree to my 
fucceffors having more {kill and abi- 
Jity for their ttation than I have; 
but I defy, them all to take more 
fincere, and more uninterrupted 
pains for your favour, or to be more 
truly fentible of it, than is your 
humble fervant.”’ 

‘¢ After a profound obeifance, he 
retired, amisit the tears and accla- 
mations of a moft crowded and bril- 
jiant audience. 

“© Mr. Garrick frequently, when 
difengaged trom butingfs, attended 
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the debates of the Houfe of Com 
mons, efpecially on fuch important 
queftions as he knew would brin 
up all the beft fpeakers of bot 
parties. 

* In the fpring of 1797, he ha 
pened to be prefent in the gallery 
During a certain motion, which 
produced an altercation between a 
right honourable member and an. 
other honourable gentleman, which 
proceeded to that degree of warmth 
that the Speaker and the Houfe were 
obliged to interpofe, to prevent fome 
apprehended bad confequences ; 
whillt the Houfe was in this avita. 
tion, a Shropilire member happen- 
ed to obiferve that Mr. Garrick 
Was fliting in the gallery, and 
uninediaicly moved to clear the 
houfe, 

“* Mr. Burke rofe, and appealed 
to the honourable affembly, whe- 
ther it could poilibly be confiftent 
with the rules or decency and liber- 
ality, to exclude from the hearing 
of their debates, a man to whom 
they were all obliged; one who was 
the great mafler of eloquence; in 
whofe ichool they had all imbibed 
the art of fpeaking, and been 
taught the elements of rhetoric, 
For his part, he owned that he had 
been greatly indebted to his inftruc- 
tions. Much more he faid in com- 
mendation of Mr. Garrick, and was 
warmly feconded by Mr. Fox and 
Mr. T. Townfhend, who very co- 
pioufly difplayed the great merit of 
their old preceptor, as they termed 
him: they reprobated the motion 
of the gentleman with great warmth 
and indignation. 

*“ The Houfe almoft unanimouf- 
ly concurred in exempting Mr, Gar- 
rick from the general order of 
quitting the gallery. He wrote 
the following poem on the occa: 
fion; 
‘ 66 ‘Squire 
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~ Squire B n rofe with deep intent, 
And notify’d to parliament, 

That I, it was 2 fhame and fip, | 

When others were fhut out, got im 
Afferting in his wife oration, 

1 gloried in my fituation. 

Jown my features mignt hetray 

Peculiar joy 1 felt thac day ; 

l glory when my mind is feafted 

With dainties it has fcldom tafted ; 

When reafun chufes Fox's tengue 

To be more rapid, clear, and ftrong; 
Whea from his claftc ura Burke pours 

A copious freamthiough banks of flowers; 
Whea Barré ftern, with acceuts decp, 
Calls up lord North and murders fleep ; 
And if his lordthip rife to fpeak, 

Then wit and argument awake : : 
When Rigby fpeaks, and all may hear him, 
Who can withftand, ridenda verum? 

When Thurlow’s words atrention bind, 
The fpells of a fugerior mind. . 
Now, whether lL were Whig, or Tory, 
This was a time for me to glory ; 

My glory farther ftill extends, 

For moft of the’e I call my friends : 

But if, "Squire R-——-n, you were hurt 
To fee me, as vou thought, fo pert, 

You might have punifli'd my tran(gretlion, 
And damp'd the ardour of exprethoo. 

A brute there is, whofe voice confounds, 
And frights all ochers with ftrange founds; 
Had you, your matchlets pow’rs difplaying, 
Like him, “Squire B  - n, fet a braying, 
I fhould have loft all exultation, 

Nor glonied in my fituation,’’ 


“In Chiftmas 1778, Mr. and 
Mrs. Garrick were invited to the 
country feat of earl Spencer, where 
they had frequently been welcome 
guelts. In the midft of that focial 
happinefs and rational pleafure which 
every body enjoys with that noble 
family, Mr. Garrick was feized with 
a terrible fit of his old diftemper. 
His having the herpes, or what is 
commonly called the fhingles, at the 
fame time, which perfectly covered 
his loins, alarmed Mrs. Garrick 
greatly, though the phyficians faid 
it Was a matter of no importance. 
He was fo well recovered of his dif- 
order, the gravel and ftone, that he 
determined to fet out for London, 
He aryived at his houfe in the Adel- 
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phi on Friday the fifteenth of Janu- 
ary, 177g. The next day he feng 
for his apothecary, Mr. Lawrence, 
who found him drefling himéelf, 
and feemingly in good health, but 
fomewhat alarmed that he had not, 
for many hours, difcharged any 
urine, when his conftant practice 
had beea, for fome years, to make 
water cvery four hours. Mr. Law- 
rence obierved to him, that this was 
no fufficient caufe to make him une 
eafy; but when, on the next day, 
he found the fame fymptom conti- 
nue, he judged it proper to ac- 
quaint Dr. Cadogan with it. The 
Jodtor conceived it to be of fo ferious 
a nature, that he told Mr. Garrick, 
his diforder was fo uncertain in its 
progrefs, that it was neceflary to 
inform him, if he had any worldly 
affairs to fettle, it would be prudent 
to difpatch them as foon as poflible, 
Mr. Garrick affured him, that no- 
thing of that fort lay on his mind; 
and that he was not afraid to die. 

‘*¢ The diftemper was ineeflantly 
gaining ground: the fluids not pafl- 
ing in their natural courte, brought 
on a kind of ftupor, which” in- 
creafed gradually to the time of hig 
death. 

*¢ About two days before he died, 
he was vifited by an old acquaint. 
ance, a man whofe company and 
converfation every body covets, be- 
caufe his humour is harmlefs, and 
his pleafantry diverting. He was 
introduced to Mrs. Garrick, whe 
was much indifpofed, from the fa- 
tigue fhe had undergone in her long 
and conftant attendance upon her 
hufband; a duty which fhe had ne- 
ver omitted during any illnefs of hig 
life. She perfuaded this friend to 
{tay and dine with her, expectin 
from him fome little alleviation of 
her uneafinefs from fympathy, and 
fome cafe of condolement from his 
coim- 
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company in her pffenc fituation. 
While they were talking, Mr. Gar 
rick came into the room; bur oh! 
how changed! irom that vivaciry 
and iprightlineis which uled to ac. 
company every thing he laid, and 
every thing he dia! His counte- 
nance was falow and wan, his 
movement flow and folemn. Be- 
ing wrapped ina rich night-gown, 
like that which he always wore in 
Lufignan, the venerable old king of 
Jerulalem, he preiented himfelf to 
the imacination of his friend asif he 
was juit ready to act that character. 
Fic iat down ; and during the {pace 
of an hour, the time he remained 
in the room, he did not utter a 
word. He rofe, and withdrew to 
his chamber. Mrs. Garrick and 
the ecntleman dined. 

“DPD: iieberden and Dr. Warren 
were now called in. Several other 
phyficians, many of whom were his 
intimate acquaintance, — attended, 
without any defire ot reward, and 
foleiy from an eager inclination to 
give him relief, andto prolong a life 
f» much valued by the public, and 
fo dear to his friends. When Dr. 
Schuinberg approached Mr. Gar- 
rick, he, with a placid fmile on his 
countenance, took him by the hand, 
and tad, * Though laft, not leait 
in love.”’ 

* Toe fapor was not fo power- 
ful as to hinder hin from converting 
eccalionally with a= philofophical 
cheartuineis. He toli Mr. Law- 
rence, chit he did net regret his 
being childlefs; tor be knew the 
quick efs of hi. feciings was fo 
great, that, in caf? it oad been his 
misfortune to have had difobedient 
children, he could not have fup- 
ported tuch an affition 

‘On the day betore his death, 
feeing anumiero gentlemen in his 
apatiient, he ak u Ali. Lawrence 
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who they were: he was told the 
were ali phyficians, who came With 
an intention to be of iervice to him 
He fhook his head, and repeated the 
following lines of Horatio in the 
Fair Penitent: ' 


Another, and another ftill fucceeds : 
And the laft ‘ool is welcome as the tormer 


_ “During the remainder of his 
time, he continued eafy and com. 
pofed, and converfed with great 
tranquillity. He had fo little ap. 
preheni n of death being fo near 
that I am well informed, he faid 
to the fervant who gave him q 
draught, a day or two before his 
death, ** Well, Tom, I thall do 
very well yer, and make you amends 
for all thic trouble.” 

** He died on Wednefday morn. 
the 


ing, January 20th, $779, at 
eight o'clock, without a groan, 
Mr. Garrick’s difeate was pro- 


nounced by Mr, Potts to be a pally 
in the kiduies. 

On Monday, February 1, the 
body of Mr. Garrick was conveyed 
from his own houle in the Adelphi, 
and moft magnificently interred in 
Weftminfter-Abbey, under the mo- 
nument of bis. beloved Shakfpeare, 
He was attended to the grave by 
verfons of the firft rank; by men 
illuftrious for genius, and famous 
for fcience; by thofe who loved 
him living, dnd lamented his 
death, 

*¢ Twenty-four of the principal 
actors of both theatres were alfo at- 
tendants at the funeral; and, with 
unfeigned forrow, regretted the 
lofs of fo great an ornament to their 
profiffion, and fo munificent a be- 
nefactor to their charitable inftitue 
tion, the fund for the fupport of 
decayed players of Drury-lane thea- 
tre. It is computed, that, by the 
product of his labours in acting = 

pually 
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aually capital parts, and by dona- ed for this Beneficial inftitution a 


10 


ns of one kind or other, he gajn- capital of near 4, 5001.” 





ANECDOTES anv THBATRICAL CHARACTER 
oF Mrs. WOFFINGTON, 


{ From the fame Work. ] 


“ RS. Margaret Woffington 
was born at Dublin, in 

718. For her education, in the 
very eatly part of lite, flre was in- 
debted to Madame Violante, a 
French woman of good reputation, 
and famous for feats of agility, She 
is occafionally mentioned in Swailt’s 
Defence of Lord Carteret, Fram 
her initructions littl Woffingron 
learned that eafy action and grace- 
ful deportment, which fhe after- 
wards endeavoured, with unremit- 
ting application, to improve. When 
the Beggar’s Opera was firft acted 
at Dublin, it was fo much applauded 
and admired, that all ranks of peo- 
ple flocked to fee it. A company 
of children, under the title of 
Lilliputians; were encouraged to 
reprefent this favourite piece at the 
Theatre Royal; and Mifs Woflfing- 
ton, then in the tenth year of her 
age, made a very dittinguifhed fi- 
gure among thele pigmy comedians. 
“She appeared, for the firft 
time in London, at the theatre in 
Covent-Garden, in 1738. Her 
choice of character excited the cu- 
riofity of the public: Sir Harry 
Wildair acted by a woman, was 
a novelty, This gay, diflipated, 
good-humoured rake, fhe repre- 
tented with fo. much eafe, ele- 
gance, and propriety of deport- 
jucnt, that no male actor has fince 


equalled her in that part: fhe ace 


quitted herfelf fo much to the gene." 
ral fatistaction, that it became fae 
fhionable to fee Mrs. Woffington 
perfonate Sir Harry Wildair. The 
managers foon found jt ta be their 
intere(t to announce her frequentl 
for that favourite character. It 
proved a conftant charm to fill their 
houfes. 

**In Dublin the tried her powers 
of acting a tragedy rake, for Lo- 
thario is certainly of that caft; but 
whether fhe was as greatly accome 
lifhed in the manly tread of the 
butkin'’d libertine, as fhe was in the 

entee] walk of the gay gentleman 

in comedy, I know not; but. it is 
certain that fhe did not meet with 
the fame approbation in the part of 
Lothario as in that of Wildair. 

“Her chicf merit in atcting, I 
think, confifted in the reprefenta- 
tion of females in high rank, and 
of dignified elegance, whofe graccs 
in deportment, as well as foibles, 
fhe underftood,, and difplayed in a 
very lively and pleafing manner. 
The fafhionable irregularities and 
fprightly coquetry of a Millamant, 
a Lady Townly, Lady Betty Mo- 
difh, and \.ariain the Non-Juror, 
were exhibited by Woffington with 
that happy cafe and gaiety, and 
with fuch powerful attraétion, that 
the excefies of thefe characters ap- 
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peared not only pagdonable, but 
agreeable, 

“ But this aétrefs did not confine 
herfelf to parts of fuperior elegance : 
fhe loved tv wanton With ignorance 
when combined with sbfardity, and 
to play with petulance and folly 
with peevifinefs and vulgarity. 
Thofe who remember her Lady Pli- 
ant in Congreve’s Double Dealer, 
will recollect with pleafure her 
whimfical difcovery of paffion, and 
her aukwardly affumed prudery. In 
Mrs. Day, in the Committee, fhe 
made no feruple to difguife her 
beautiful countenance, by drawing 
on it the lines of deformity, and the 
wrinkles of old age; and to put on 
the tawdry habiliments, and vulgar 
manners of an old hypocriucal city 
vixen. 

As, in her profeffion, fhe aimed 
at attaining general excellence, fhe 
ftudied feveral parts of the moft pa- 
thetic, as well as lofty clafs in tra- 

edy; and was refolved to perfect 
Ferfelf in the grace and i sa of 
the French theatre. With this 
view fhe vifited Paris. Here fhe was 
introduced to Mademoifelle Dumef- 
nil, an actrefs celebrated for natural 
clocution and dignified action. Col- 
ley Cibber, at the age of feventy, 
yrofefled himfelf Mrs. Woflington’s 
Coe admirer; he thought hin- 
{elf happy to be her Cicifbeo and 
inftructor ; his great delight was to 
‘lay Nykin, or Fondlewife in the 
Old Bachelor, .to her Cocky, or 
Letitia, in the fame play. 

“ On her return trom Paris, fhe 
acted with approbation fome parts 
in tragedy, particularly Andro- 
mache and ieietone in the Dif- 
trefled Mother, which, to flicw her 

roficiency, flic played alternately ; 
Ras fhe never could attain to that 
happy art of f{peaking, nor reach 
that Ul] of touching the paffions, 
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fo juftly admired in Cibber and 
Pritchard. Old Colley, her mafte 

. r 
was himfelf a mean actor in tragedy 
though he was extremly fond . 
the bufkin. He taught her to rectie 
fo pompoufly, that nature and paf. 
fion were not feldom facrificed to 
falle glare of eloquence. The 
teacher infifted upon a particular 
tone, as he called it, in the decla. 
mation of his pupils. 

“Mr. Garrick’s acquaintance 
with Mrs. Wollington commenced 
I believe, in Ireland, when he firf 
vifited that kingdom, in 1742: the 
acted Cordelia and Ophelia to his 
Lear and Hamlet. When he com. 
menced patentee, in 1747, he found 
her one of the articled comedians ot 
Mr, Lacy; but as he brought with 
him from Covent-Garden, Mrs, 
Cibber and Mrs. Pritchard, fhe 
thought her continuing at Drury. 
lane would be attended with many 
difagreeable contentions for charac: 
ters. Betore that time, Clive and 
Woflington had clafhed on various 
occalions, which brought forth 
{quabbles diverting enough to their 
feveral partizans amongtt the actors, 
Woflington was well-bred,  feem- 
ingly very calm, and at all times 
miftrefs of herfelf. Clive was 
frank, open, and impetuous; what 
came uppermoft in her mind, fhe 
{poke without referve; the other 
blunted the fharp fpeeches of Clive, 
by her apparently civil, but keen 
and fareaitic replics: thus fhe often 
threw Clive off her guard, by an 
arch feverity which the warmth of 
the other could not caiily parry. 

“ No two women of high sank 
ever hated one another more unre- 
fervedly than thefe great dames of 
the theatre. But though the paf- 
fions of cach were as lofty as thole 
of a firft duchefs, yet they wanted 
the courtly art of concealing ~— 
an 
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and this occafioned, now and then, 
a very grotefque fcene in the Green 
ner Mrs. Woffington, after acting 
a few years with Mr, Rich, en- 
gaged hericlf, in 1751, to Mr. 
Sheridan, the manager of the 
Dublin theatre. Here fhe conti- 
nued three years, and was the ad- 
miration of the public in a variety 
of parts, tragic and comic. Her 
company was fought after by men 
of the firft rank and diftinction ; 

fons of the graveft character, 
and moft eminent for learning, 
were proud of her acquaintance, 
and charmed with her converfation, 
She was, I think, chofen prefi- 
dent of a felect fociety of beaux 
éfprits, called the Beet Steak Club, 
and was the only woman in the 
company. 

“ She frankly declared, that 
fhe preferred the company of men 
to that of women: the latter, fhe 
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faid, talked of nothing but filks 
and fcandal. Whether this parti- 
cular preference of the converfa- 
tion of males might not take its 
rife from her not being adinitted 
to vifit certain ladies of quality, 
I will not take upon me to fay; 
but fhe certainly had not that free 
accefs to women of rank and virtue 
which was permitted to Oldfield dnd 
Cibber. 

* Mrs. Woffington was miftrefé 
of a good underftanding, which 
was much improved by company 
and books. She had a mott at- 
tractive {prightlinefs in her man- 
ner, and dearly loved to purfue 
the bagatelle of vivacity and hu- 
mour: fhe was affable, good-na- 
tured, and charitable. When fhe 
returned to London, in 1766, fle 
once more engaged herfelf to Mr, 
Rich; and died, about a year be- 
fore his death, of a gradual decay.” 
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ANECDOTES ann THEATRICAL CHARACTER 
or Mrs. PRITCHARD. 


{From the fame Work. ] 


HIS celebrated actrefs ‘ was 

when very young, recom- 
mended to the notice of Mr. Booth, 
who was exceedingly pleafed with 
her manner of reciting feveral 
feenes of parts in tragedy and co- 
medy: he was then fo great a va- 
letudinarian, and fo little con- 
nected with the management of 
the theatre, that it is thought he 
advifed her to apply to Mr. Cibber, 
or fome other governing perfon of 
the ftage. 


“ Her firft appearance was, it 


is faid, in one of Ficlding’s pieces 
at the Little Theatre in the Haye 
market. Her fecond tage trial 
was in Lady Diana Talbot, in 
Anna Bullen, at the playhoufe in 
Goodman’s-ficlds ; and foon after 
that fhe acted at Bartholomew Fair, 
where fhe gained the notice and 
applaufe of the public by her 
eafy, unaffected manner of par 
ing; and was greatly careffed and 
admired for finging, in fome farce 
or droll, a favourite air, which be- 
gan with 

Sweet, 
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Sweet, if you love me, fmiling turn— 

“* Mrs. Pritchard was a candi- 
date for theatrical fame in 1733, 
at the time when Mr. Highmore, 
patentee of Drury-lane theatre, 
quarrelled with his principal actors, 
who revolted from him, and open- 
ed the playhoufe in the Hay-mar- 
ket. To the feceders fhe applied 
for employment: they very gladly 
embraced fo promifing an addition 
of ftrength to their company. 

* One of the firft parts fhe acted 
in this theatre was Belina, in a 
play called the Mother-in-Law, 
tranflated by Miller from Moliere’s 
Malade Imaginaire, and adapted to 
the Englifh ftage. Her genteel 
erfon, for fhe was then young and 
ee sa her attractive countenance, 
which in the phrafe of Shak- 
fpeare, beat an alarm_to love; 
her expreffive, yet fimple manner ; 
her unembarratled deportment and 
propet action, charmed all the fpec- 
tators, who looked at one unother 
with furprize and pleafure, as if 
congratulating themfelves on fee- 
ing a rifling genius, capable, per- 
haps, one day, of confoling them 
for the lofs of their favourite Old- 
field, who was then lately deceafed. 

“ When Mr. Fleetwood united 
the two companies of Drury lane 
and the Hay-market, Mrs. Pritch- 
ard was of too much confequence 
to be neglected: but notwithftand- 
ing her juit claim to encourage- 
ment, the manager for fome time 
omitted to bring her forward to 
public notice, by not giving her a 
proper opportunity to difplay her 
talents. She was often, from pique 
or prejudice, thruft into chara¢ters 
unworthy of fo great a genius; 
fuch as Lady Loverule in the Wives 
Metamorphofed: and I remember, 
when Mrs. Cibber made her firft 
efiay in Zara, in the tragedy of 








MRS. PRITCHARD, 


that name » Pri 

into the lcriee cel wn oe 
friend and confidant Bark’ ae 
4 y . UC It Was 
impoflible to obicure the luttre of fo 
bright a diamond as Pritchard: by 
degrees fle convinced the patentee 
that it was his intereft to have hen 
often | feen in parts of importance, 
Rofalind, in As You Lik It at 
once eitablithed her theatrical cha. 
racter. Her delivery of dialogue, 
whether of humour, wit, or mere 
{fprightlinefs, was never, | believe, 
furpaffed, or, perhaps, equalled ; 
her fame was now. enlarging every 
day by the -eagernefs which the 
town exprefied to fee her in va- 
rious attitudes. Not confined to 
any one walk in acting, the ranged 
through them all; and what is 
fingular, fhe difcovered a large de. 
gree of merit in every diftinét clafs 
of it. Her tragic power was emi- 
nent, but particularly in characters 
which required force of expretflion, 
and dignity of figure. 

“She excelled in the Queen, 
Mother of Hamlet, Zara in the 
Mourning Bride, Merope, Creufa, 
and more efpecially in Queen Kae 
therine, the Wife of Henry VIIL 
She gave to all thefe parts import 
ance by her action, as well as 
fpeaking. Her tew defects in trae 
gedy proceeded from a too loud and 
protufe expreilion of grief, and 
want of grace in her manner: her 
natural eafe of deportment and 
grandeur of perfon generally hid 
the detect of this laft requilite from 
the common fpeciator, Her great - 
force in comedy lay in a middle 
path, between parts of fuperior life, 
and thofe of humour in a lower 
clafs. Cibber’s l.ady Townly, Lady 
Betty Modif, and Maria in the 
Non-Juror, fhe conceived accu- 
rately, and acted pleafingly, and 
with applaufe; but neither on 
per 
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rfon nor manner were fufficient- 
f elegant and graceful for the 
high bred woman of fafhion. In 
Shak{peare’s Beatrice, Vanbrugh’s 
Berinthia, Farquhar’s Mrs. Sullen, 
and all fuch parts as are thrown 
. into fituations of intrigue, gaicty, 
god mirth, with diverlity of hu- 
mour, wit, and pleafantry, fhe was 
inimitably charming, and has left 
no equal. She could defcend to the 
affectations of a Lady Dainty, and 
the Setivener’s Wife, in the Confe- 
deracy ; but her powers feemed to 
be checked by fuch inanimate parts 
of afflumed delicacy. 


—e se 


“ Notwithftanding the fulnefs 
of her perfon, and her advanced 
i age, the town was charmed te the 
; lat with her reprefentation of Con- 
. greve’s delightful portrait of wit, 
:. affectation, and good-nature, in 
Millamant. Her difengaged and 
: eafy manner in {peaking and action 

fupplied the want of an elegant 
’ form and a youghful countenance. 
In the courfe of converfation, upon 
M the moft trifling topics, fhe had 
‘ an unaccountable method of charm- 


ing the ear: fhe uttered her words, 
as the great poet advifes the actor, 
fmoothly and trippingly from the 


t- 
5 tongue ; and however voluble in 
. enunciation her part might require 
d her to be, not a tyllable of articula- 
d tion wus loft. Might I be allowed 
- the expreffion, I fhould fay that the 
d was a miftrefs of dramatic eloquence 
d in familiar dialogue. 

m “Though Mrs, Clive, amongtt 
-. many other flage accomplifhments, 
le was famous for feolds and viragos ; 
. Mrs. Pritchard, in fuch charatters, 
was not her inferior. Her Mrs. 
ly Termagant in the *Squire of Alfa- 
“A tia, and Mrs. Oakly in the Jealous 
. Wife, were finithed pictures of fe- 
nd male violence. 

de “Ker unblemifhed conduct in 
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private life juftly rendered her the 
great favourite of the people: few 
actretles were ever fo fincerely bee. 
loved, and powerfully patronized, as 
Mrs. Pri-chard, 

‘** Mrs. Pritchard took leave of 
the public in an epilogue written 
by Mr. Garrick. ‘ihe tragedy of 
Macbeth was aéted for her bene- 
fit, Mr. Garrick, out of refpe& 
to this very valuable woman, gave 
the public, and, 1 believe, tor the 
lati time, one of his principal and 
moft mafterly performances, in the 
character of Macbeth. Jady Mace 
beth is the chief agent of the poet’ 
to carry on his plot: a wo- 
man of unbounded ambition, di- 
vefted of all human feelings, to 
gain a crown urges her reluctant 
hufband to the murder of the king. 
Mrs. Pritchard’s action, before and 
after the commiffion of the horrid 
deed, was flrongly characterifti- 
cal: it prefented an image of a 
mind infenfible to compunétion, 
and inflexibly bent to gain its pur- 
~pofe. When fhe fnatched the 
daggers from the remorfeful and 
irrefolute Macbeth, defpiling the 
agitations of a mind unaccuftomed 
to guilt, and ularmed at the tere 
rors of confcicner, fhe prefented 
to the audience a picture of the 
moft confurmmate intrepidity in 
mifchief. When fhe feived the in- 
ftruments of death, and faid, 


Give me the daggers !— 


her look and action cannot be de- 
feribed, and will not foon be for- 
gotten by the furviving fpecta- 
tors. At the banquet fcene, in 
the third act of the play, the 
ftill difcovered more characteritti- 
cal fkill, if poffible, than in the 
preceding act. The guilty king, 
whofe mind is full of horrors re- 
fulting from the murder of Ban- 


quo, 


[16] 


quo, by his alarming terrors be- 
a himfelf to his guefts. Pritch- 
afd’s art in endeavouring to en- 
gage the attention of the company, 
and draw them from the obferva- 
tion of Macbeth’s feelings, equalled 
any thing that was ever feen in the 
art of acting. 

“ In exhibiting the laft fcene 
of Lady Macbeth, in which the 
terrors of a guilty confcience keep 
the mind broad awake while the 
body fleeps, Mrs. Pritchard’s act- 
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ing refembléd thofe 
of lightening which m 
difcover the horrots 0 
darknefs, 

““ She fpoke her farewell epi 
logue with many fobs and toda: 
which were increafed by the my 
nerous feclings of a numerous a 
age audience. She retired to 

ath, and died there, about four 
months) after, of a mortification in 
her foor, 


fudden flathes 


ore AacCUrate] 
t fu rrounding 





Some Account of the Litre and WRiTinGs of the late 
ALEXANDER MONRO, Sen. M.D. F.R. 8, 


{From the Harveian Oration, delivered at Edinburgh, for the Year 17805 
by Anprew Duncan, M.D.] 


“ R. Monro was born at Lon- 
don, on the 19th of Septem- 
ber, 1697. He was the fon of Mr. 
goun Monro, then a furgeon in the 

ritifh army. He was defcended, 
by his father, from the family of 
Monro of Milton; and, by his mo- 
ther, from that of Forbes, of Cul- 
loden. 

“ About the beginning of the pre- 
{ent century, his father, retiring 
from the army, fixed his refidence 
in Edinburgh; and was foon after- 
wards admitted a member of the col- 
lege of furgeons in that city. Real 
knowledge, fteady induftry, and en- 
gaging manners, foon introduced 
him into extenfive practice. But 
although he was much occupied in 
the difcharge of profeifional engage- 
ments, the education of his fon en- 
groffed no fmall part of his atten- 
tion; and it was an object from 
which he ever derived the greateft 
felicity. He faw, with a father’s 


4 





feeling, early marks of fuperior tae 
lents: he wifhed that thefe might 
be appropriated to the exercife of 
the healing art: he regretted that 
Edinburgh then afforded but little 
opportunity for medical inftruétion: 
and he hoped, that the genius of 
his fon, when ripened by years, and 
improved by culture, might be the 
happy means of fupplying fo great 
a defect. That genius, united with 
uncommon affiduity, facilitated his 
progrefs, in acquiring an early and 
iccurate knowledge, in all thofe 
branches of literature, which could 
then be obtainéd from an Edinburgh 
education, As he was intended for 
the profeffion of medicine, it may 
naturally be fuppofed, that his 1n- 
formation in the __ preliminary 
branches of that art was not incon- 
fiderable, when he had, for his 
firft teacher, an intelligent and af- 
fectionate parent. But at Edin- 
burgh, other opportunities of im- 

proves 








rovement: in medical: ference were 
then wanting. For,;at that time, 
even the name of a medical fchool 
had not here an exiftence. There 
were indeed titular profeffors, but 
there were no teachers. The dif- 
fection of a human body was fhewn 
only occafionally, and in a fuperfi- 
cial manner, as an additional dif- 
grace to the punifhment of the moft 
atrocious crimes. It was not there- 
fore in this city, that the intelli- 
gent practitioner, of accomplifhed 
teacher, could then be formed. An 
education elfewhere was neceflary 
to fatisfy the wifhes of a young man, 
ainbitious to excel and to promote 
the views of a fond father, who had 
projected the future fame of a fon, 
whofe opening genius was already 
the object of his admiration. 

“ Anextenfive courfe of education 
at London, at Pavis, and at Leyden, 
was judicioufly planned, and eflec- 
tually carried into execution. Dur- 
ing his refidence at thofe places, 
no circumftance more ftrongly mark- 
ed Dr. Monro’s character, than the 
unwearied affiduity with which he 
cultivated every opportunity for am- 
provement which they afforded. He 
becaine the attentive pupil of ‘the 
moft eminent teachers of thofe days, 
And among others whofe publig lec- 
tures he attended, we may mention 
the names ot Chefelden, Hawkiby, 
Chomel, Bouquet, Thibaut, and 
the illuftrious Boerhaave. © From 
thefe preceptors, he could not fail 
of acquiring much ufeful knowledge. 
But it was not from public teachers 
alone that he derived inftruction. 
Fired with the ambition of excelling 
in the profeflion he had chofen, 
wherever he went he neglected no 
opportunity for obtainihg real know- 
ledge. This was the object of his 
purtuit, and he fought it wherever 
it Was to be found. 

1780. 
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.pottponed to any other. 





fra) 


** But if he derived much fromthe 
erudition of others, his. progrefs was 
no lefs forwarded by his own ree 


fiections. . To all that-could be-ob- 
tained from the lectures: of eminent 
teachers, or from the converiation 
ot men of learning and experiences 
he fuperadded the fruits of his own 
induitry, improved by the, remarks 
of thoie who were the companions 
of his ftudies, An eflay on the 
bones in general, delivered in a fos 
ciety of his fellow-ftudents at. Lon- 
don, was the ground-work: of @ fus 
ture publication on that -fubject, 
which will do him ummortal_ ho 
nour. Several elegane anatomical 
eparations, which, he. made at 
onden, were profeyted ‘by his. fa- 
ther; to the- colleges. af. phyficians 
and; ot fyrgeons at Edinburgh, and 
gained him very great credit as aa 
anatomitt, Mr. Drummond, who 
had then the title of profeffor of 
anatomy, was fo much pleated tvich 
thofe marks of the progrefy which 
he had. made, that -he toymed: the 
refolution of relinquathing a nominal 
dignity, apd. deliveriig it into the 
hands of one by whom it would be 
converted into an uteful profeffien. 
‘** Neither, however, anatuyal pre- 
dilection for anatomy, nor the af- 
furances which-he had received of 
being furnifhed with an opportunity 
of teaching it on his return to Edin- 
burgh, led him to neglect other 
branehes of medicine. His numé- 
rous manufcripts from: the lectures 
of many different teachers are ftill 
preferved; and they demonftrate his 
extentfive labours, his unwearied in- 
duitry.... But from the profpeét 
which: he bad of foon filling an 
anatomical chair, itmay naturally be 
fuppoted, that this fundamental 
branch of medical fcience was never 
While, 
therefore, he exerted much in- 
B duftry 





_ ts} 





duftry to become an able phyfician, 
he ftrained every nerve to render 
himfelf an accomplifhed anaromitt. 

“ Thus qualified for the duties 
of a practitioner, and for the office 
of ateacher, he returned to Edin- 
burgh. There he remained not long 
inactive. Within the fpace of a few 
months after his arrival, in the year 
1720, he began the’ firft regular 
courfe of anatomical and chirurgical 
kétures and demonftrations, which 
was ever delivered in that city. 
From his abilities and zeal, fuccefs 
could hardly fail to attend his la- 
bours. The fatisfattion given to 
his audience ‘did not difappoint the 
expectation of thofe who held him 
‘im the higheft efteem: and while his 
accuracy as an anatomift, and in- 
genuity as a phyfiologift were equally 
confpicuous, he neglected no oppor- 
tunity of pointing out uféful appli- 
eations to the practice of phyfic and 
of furgery. , 

“ But it could not be expected 
that an anatomical and chirurgical 
courfe alone, however valuable, or 
that a fingle profeffor, however 
great his abilities, would be fufh- 
cient to raife the fame of a medical 
fchool, which had to combat man 
rival feminaries of deferved emi- 
nence. It became, therefore, a 
matter of the utmoft confequence 
to obtain fuch affociates as could fe- 
eond and fupport his labours.. His 
father, whofe zeal for the ac- 
complifhment of his favorite ob- 
ject, the introduction of regular 
medieal education at Edinburgh, 
had increafed in proportion to the 

robability of fuccefs, prevailed on 

r. Alfton, then king’s botanift 
‘for Scotland, to begin a courfe of 
leGtures on the materia medica. 
Still, however, the want of leftures 
on other branches was an eflential 
defect. Thecndeavours, theretors, 
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of the young’ profeffor 

nuoufly exerted for erence 
others the fame enthufiafm with 
which he was himfelf animated, 
Thefe endeavours were foon crown. 
ed with fuccefs; and he obtained 
atfociates in every refpect corvef. 
pondent to his withes. In a fhorr 
time, he had for his Colleagues, 
Rutherford, Sinclair, Plummer, and 
Innis, ‘names which will be lon 

and defervedly confpicuous in the 
annals of medicine. Aided by thefe 
fellow-teachers, and their immediate 
fucceflors, he continued his labours 
with indefatigable induttry, for near 
the fpace of fifty years. During all 
that period, he had the fatisfaétion 
of obferving the increating tame of 
a feminary of medical education, 
which owed its exiltence ina great 
meafure to himfelf; and, before the 
termination of his labours, to find 
it equalled by few other medicat 
fchools, and inferior to none in ku- 
rope. Thus the man who had 
given a beginning to medical edu- 
cation at this place, faw it acquire in 
reality, as high a degree of reputa- 
tion as he could ever conceive in 
imagination. 

**But tothe applaufe which refult- 
ed from his fuccets, he fuperadded 
the merit of teaching with fingular 
liberality of fentiment. Of this 
difpofition, his conduct to the ins 

enious Dr. Martin exhibited a 

riking example. When Dr. Mar- 
tin, juftly celebrated both as a phi- 
lofopher and phyfician, began to 
read medical lectures at Edinburgh, 
men of narrower minds viewed him 
in the light of a rival to the college. 
But Dr. Monro thought, and he 
thought with juftice, that the fame 
of the fchool of medicine at Edin- 
burgh, would be increafed in pro 
portion to the number of able teach 


eis, whether t.cir leffons were de» 
livered 








livered within or without the pre- 
cinéts of the univerfity ; and he re- 
joiced that another opportunity was 
there afforded, to the ftudents of 
that feience, for acquiring ufeful 
knowledge. Upon the death of Dr. 
Martin, he lamented the untimely 
fate of a rifing gentus: he cele- 
brated the praites of departed worth: 
and he fuperintended the publica- 
tion of his pofthiumous works, that 
the anatomical part of his labours 
might defcend to potterity, with 
every advantage to his fame: acon- 
duct worthy of a man; an example 
deferving the imitation of rival 
teachers, to lateft ages. 

-“ To contider Dr. Monro a3 a 
mere anatomical demonftrator, how- 
ever eminent, however meritorious 
his conduét in that capacity, would 
be to take a very confined view of 
what he was, and of what he did. 
While he fhewed uncommon anxie- 
ty in giving inftruction to his pupils, 
he was no lefs afliduous in adding 
to his own knowledge, and improv- 
ing every branch of the medical 
art. He was fully fenfible of the 
Inany advantages, which the ftu- 
dents of medicine, which the coun- 
try at large, ahd which mankind 
in general, would derive from the 
eftablifhment of an hofpital at Edin- 
burgh. To afford immediate and 
falutary aid, to thofe at once op- 
prefled with poverty and difeafe ; 
toteach the healing art by experi- 
ment and example; to furnifh ufe- 
ful leffons, not merely to ftudents, 
but to thofe engaged in practice : 
and to improve the art itfelf; 
Were the invaluable objects, rea- 
fonably to be expected from fuch 
‘an inititution, For the fpeedy ac- 
complifhment, therefore, of fuch a 
em, ye he left no meafure un- 
tried; no nerve unftraineds in this, 


indegd, he laboured not alone ; nor 
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had he to combat difficulties arifing’ 
from fordid or felf-interefted oppo- 
fition. . Even the moft avaricious 
citizens; where fortune had placed 
them in affluent circumftances, 
rudged not to aid the undertaking, 
from the fulleft conviction that it 
was calculated for the public good: 
ind men whom heaven had bleffed 
with extenfive views and feeling 
hearts, feemed to vie with each 
other, in promoting fo ufeful an 
eftablifhment. 

** While all ranks were thus zeal- 
oufly interefted in the erection of 
an hofpieal, the name of another 
individual muft be mentioned on 
the prefent occafion. Noone could 
be animated with more fiberal prin- 
ciples, no one could exert more in- 
ceffant endeavours for the eftablifh- 
ment of the Royal Infirmary, than 
the late George Drummond,’ Ef9. 
who had often held thé rank of 
chief magiftrate of the city of Edin- 
burgh, with no lefs credit to him- 
felf than advantage to the public, 
His ftation, as well as his abilities, 
juftly entitled him to take the lead’ 
in this matter among his fellows 
citizens. And iii defigning, fupers 
intending, and executing ¢very part 
of the work, he found in Dr. Mon- 
ro a faithful and affiduous colleague. 
By the unanimous voice of tlic firft 
contributors, thefe two wére alone 
nominated the building Committee ; 
and efe long they had the fatisfac- 
tion of beholding a large, commo- 
dious, ahd elegant biofpital, com< 
pletely furnifhed: To their mutual 
labours, therefore, mankind are in- 
debted for all the advantages re- 
fulting from the Royal Iniirmary of 
Edinburgh. 

“« Dr. Monro forefaw that this 
hofpital would be ufeful for many 
purpofes: but he had particularly 
in view the advantages which might 
B2 
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he derived from it as a field for me- 
dical education: and in rendering 
it fubfervient to this end, he took 
an active part, to the lateft period 
of his life. Even after he was ex- 
haufted by years and by exertion, 
and had entirely relinquifhed to his 
fon, the duties of the anatomical 
clafs, he yet continued with un- 
wearied induftry his prelections in 
the Infirmary. 

“© In the different ftations of phy- 
fian, of leéturer, and of manager, 
in the hofpital, he took every mea- 
fure for inquiring into the caufes 
of difeafe by diffection. He per- 
fonaily attended the opening of 
every body: and he not only dic- 
tated to the ftudents, an accurate 
report of the diffection; but, with 
nice difcrimination, contrafted the 
difeafed and found ftate of every 
organ. Thus, in his own perfon, 
he afforded to the ftudents a con- 
fpicuous example of the advantages 
of early anatomical purfuits, as the 
happieft foundation for a medical 
fuperftruéture. His being at once 
engaged in two departments, the 
Anatomical Theatre and Clinical 
Chair, furnifhed him with oppor- 
tunities for experiment both on the 
dead and living body, and placed 
him in the moft favourable fitua- 
tion for the improvement of medt- 
cine; and from thefe opportunities 
he derived every pofiible advantage 
which they could afford. 

“ The fame temper of mind 
which led Dr. Monro to be an ac- 
tive teacher, and by which he was 
inftrumental in the eftablifhment of 
the Infirmary, diftinguifhed him in 
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every other fituation in life, p 
fides extenfive pra¢tice in th line 
of his profeffion, to e yi: 

: » t huimnerate al} 
the important: tranfactions in which 
he was uniformly engaged, would 
require a tedious detail, He was 
not only a member of many learned 
focietes, and a manager of man 
public charities; but with the 
ftricteft punctuality, he at the fame 
time performed every part of. his 
duty in * feveral other engagements 
both of a civil and political natures 
and, though very few have ever’ 
been atonce employed in fo many 
different occupations, no one conld 
be more affiduous in his endeavours 
to. promote every meafure which 
tended to public utility. 

‘¢ But his character was not more 
confpicuous in public, than it was 
amiable in private life. He was 
equally diftinguithed tor filial piety, 
conjugal fidelity, and parental af 
fection. When his father was no 
longer equal to the fatigues of bufis 
nefs, he purchafed for his ule a de 
lightfal country-feat. There, the 
aged parent enjoyed the happinefs 
of every comfort, which the affec- 
tion, the reverence, or the merit 
of a fon could afford; and there he 
ended his days in catm retirement, 
Soon after Dr. Monro began to 
teach anatomy, he married Habella, 
the daughter of Sir Donald Mac- 
donald, a baronet of Scotland. With 
her, till his death, he lived in 
uninterrupted domeflic harmony, 
Eight children were born of this 
marriage. Of thefe four died 
young +; four are {till alive. 

“After a life fpent in the mof 


* He was a director of the bank of Scotland, a juftice of the peace, and a com 


miffioncr of high-roads. 


+ His furviving children are, John Monro, Efq. advocate; Dr. Donald Moora 
phyfician in London ; Dr. Alexander Monro, phyfician in Edinburgh; and Mrs 


Phillip, wife of James Phillip, Eiq. judge admiral tor Scotland. 
! 
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aftive induftry, he became afflicted 
with a tedious and dangerous dif- 
eae. But he bore the moft ex- 
quifite pain with the refolution of 
aman, and with the refignation of 
aChriflian. At length, after hav- 
ing been fubjected to it for many 
months, he died on the roth of 
July, 1767, im the joth year of 
his age. 

“ To give a full account of his 
numerous difcoveries and improve- 
ments in medicine and in medical 
philofophy, would require a very 
jong detail, It is enough to fay, 
that his fame among his contempo- 
raries was eftablifhed on the mott 
unequivocal foundation; and that 
the writings which he has bequeath- 
ed to the public will tranimit his 
merit to pofterity, long after the 
efforts of other pens, which have 
combined in celebrating his prailes, 
are burned in oblivion. 

* In every fociety at Edinburgh, 
for the improvements of arts, or of 
letters, he was juftly confidered as 
one of its brighteft ornaments. He 
was a member of the Colleges of 
Surgeons and Phyticians; otf the 
Medical Society, which then fub- 
hited; of the Philofophical Socie- 
ty; of the Select Society for quef- 
tions in moralty and politics ; 
and of the Society for promoting 
Arts, Sciences, and Manufa¢tures 
in Scotland. In all thefe he uni- 
tormly fupported the character of 
an able aflociate, and in all of them 
his zeal was not inferior to his abi- 
lities. While he was efteemed and 
re{pected at home, he was revered 
and honoured abroad. The Socie- 


ties at London and Paris, eftablifh- 
ed and patronized by royal authori- 
ty, confidered it as an honour to 
have his name enrolled among the 
catalogue of their members. 

“ What his contemporaries knew 
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from his converfation, pofterity 
may learn from his writings. His 
Treatife ou the Anatomy of the 
Bones was written for the ufe of 
ftudents; but is capable alfo of 
affording infruétion even to the 
oldeft and moft experienced practi- 
tioner. At once it difplays ex- 
tenfive reading, accurate obferva- 
tion, and judicious reflection. In 
treating of this fundamental branch 
of all anatomical knowledge, befides 
a minute defcription of the parts 
copied from nature, and a candid 
account of the fentiments of others, 
the work every where abounds with | 
new and important obfervations, 
immediately applicable to practice. 
The reception which it has met 
with from the public, has been pro- 
portioned to its merit. It has betn 
tranflated into many different lan- 
guages. It has pafied through nu- 
incrous editions. It has been re- 
printed in foreign countries in the 
moit fuperb manner, and adorned 
with as elegant and matterly en- 
gravings as are to be found in any 
anatomical work. 

‘* His Defcription of the Laéteal 
Sac and Thoracic Duét, contains 
the moft accurate account of that 
important part of the body which 
has yet been publifhed; and his 
Anatomy of the Nerves will tranf- 
mit to poilerity an excellent ex- 
ample of accurate diflection, faith- 
ful defcription, and ingenious rea- 
foning. 

‘* But, however great his merit 
in thefe publications, he is entitled 
to ftill higher applaufe for another 
and a more extenfive work, although 
it bears his name only in a feconda- 
ry way. ‘To him allo we are chiefly 


indebted for the fix volumes of Me- 
dical Effays and Obfervations, pub- 
lifhed by a Society in Edinburgh. 

‘“ Dr. Monro ttudied medicine, 
with 
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with azeal and induftry, feldom pa- 
ralleled, perhaps never exceeded. 
He taught it with an enthufiafm, 
and liberality of fentiment, pro- 
portioned to the importance of the 
art. And he neglected no oppor- 
tunity of encouraging genius, of 
promoting and forwarding the efforts 
of induftry. 

«* If in the line of an anatomical 
teacher Dr. Monro left much to be 
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done, yet he accompli 

than in the life of any oo contd 
have been reafonably expeéted If 
asa fon, a father, a hufband, and 
a friend, he difplayed in private 
and domeftic life a character which 
challenged admiration; fo jp the 
various ftations of a ftudent, a teach. 
er, and a practitioner in medicine 
he exhibited a bright pattern for 
imitation,” . 
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TROUBADOURS, 


[From Mrs. Dosson’s Literary Hiftory of the Troubadours.] 


HE word Troubadour fignifies 

‘an inventot, and was expref- 

‘five of the genius of thofe poets 
who went under that denomination. 
The Troubadours inhabited the 
fouthern . of France, com- 
_prehended under the name of Pro- 
vence; and were likewife called the 
Provencal poets, becaufe this lan- 
uage was common ‘to them all. 
hey flourifhed in the twelfth and 
thirteenth centuries, and as the fub- 
jects of their poems are often taken 
from common life, they ferve to 
characterize the manners of that 
age, when ignorance and barbarifm 
held dominion ‘over Europe. The 
Provengal language, as well as the 
French, the Italian, and the Spanifh, 
was derived from the Latin: this 
was the language in which the 
"Troubadours wrote, and was efteem- 
ed more perfect than any of the 
others, either from its partaking 
more of the beauties of the Greek, 
which was a long time the language 
of the people of Marfeilles, or from 
its being cultivated by men of fupe- 
rior tafte and abilities. The Trou- 


badours gave it new charms, and 





more extended fame.  Difperfed 
through moft of the courts of Eu. 
rope, they created a relifh for their 
compofitions, and gave a celebrity 
to their language, almoft as great 
as the beft modern produ¢tions have 
given to our own. Dryden con- 
teffes, that the Provencal was the 
moft polifhed of all the modern 
languages; and that Chaucer avail- 
ed himfelt of this, to ornament and 
enrich his own. 

The Jongleurs were perfons whofe 
proteffion it was to fing the pieces 
of the Troubadours; but the pro- 
feflions were fometimes united. 

The following were eminent 2 


5S 
mong the Troubadours: 


THE MONK OF MONTAU:- 
| DON. 


*¢ The Monk of Montaudon was 
born of a noble family of Auvergne, 
in the caftle of Vic, and he took 
on him the profeflion of a Monk, 
in the abbey of Orlac, which was 
near this caftle. The abbé gave 


him the priory of Montaudon. 
. Thefs 
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Thefe priories were originally houfes 
dependent on fome abbey, where a 
certain number of religious were 
eftablifhed, to perform the offices, 
and adminifter the charity, of thefe 
foundations. Ji. procels of time 
they became benctices, much fought 
after, and potieffed temporal advan- 
tages, which raifed the jealouty of 

ir {uperiors. 
On rte Monk of Montaudon had 
the chara¢tcr of doing great good to 
his houfe, which did not, however, 
prevent him from compoting cou- 
lets and fonnets on the events of 
fis province. ‘The knights and the 
barons were much pleated with them ; 
they invited him to their caftles, 
and treated him with great refpect 
and generofity. He enriched his 
priory and chutch with their pre- 
fents, and all this without ever quit- 
ting his monattic habit, or funce 
tions. But at Jaft, weary of the 
cloifter, he went to the abbé of 
Orlac, told him all the fervices he 
had rendered his priory, and afked 
his permiffion to repair to the court 
of the king of Arragon, to receive 
the commands of that prince. This 
was, in fact, afking the liberty to 
become a Troubadour. By fre- 
quenting the houfes of the great, 
and enjoying their benevolence, he 
had formed a tafte for the freedom 
and luxury of their {plendid courts. 

“ Having obtained his requett, 
he arrived at the palace of the king 
of Arragon, who commanded him 
to eat meat, to compofe, and to 
fing gallant poems: he obeyed. 
His talents rendered him fo agree- 
able to this prince, that he beftowed 
on him the lordfhip of Pui-Saint- 
Marie. From hence he travelled 
into Spain, where he continued 
many years, and received many ho- 
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nours and rewards. His gallant 
poems are only repetitions of the 
tervour and diftinGhions of love; but 
in fome other pieces he paints his 
own character and feelings, and 
thofe of others, with ingenuity and 
freedom. 

_“ Llove, fays he, a court filled 
with perfons of worth; a man who 
is afhamed of, and repents of his 
fins; joy, good cheer, and hand- 
fome prefents. 

“1 Joye fine fat falmons at 
noon *; an amiable miftrefs by the 
fide of a purling ftream; and a dear 
friend every where, 

** T hate fimall gifts; a poor and 
proud knight; young people who 
talk much and loud; and the fo- 
ciety of low people, and of un- 
courteous knights, 

*“* IT hate a lord who wears arms 
to no purpofe; a monk and a prieft 
with great beards; a hufband whe 
doats on his wife; and a grocer’s 
fon who {ets up for a man of qua- 
lity. 

** T hate too much water, and 
too little wine; the prieft who per- 
jures and lies; and the wicked who 
profper in their wickednefs. 

** IT hate thofe who fpeak ill of 
dice, and who will not engage in 
play; a damfel who makes a parade 
of her handfome foot; and a poor 
and fhabby courtezan, 

“I hate a large table, and @ 
fcanty cloth: a man who marries 
his concubine; and a woman whe 
efpoufes her valet. 

‘** But above them all do 1 hate 
a baron who rides his horfes to 
death; and a friend who fails in 
the time of need.” 

*¢ The Monk of Montaudon hav- 
ing fully fatisfied his curiofity in 
travelling, and vifited many princes 


* The canonical hour of dinner. 
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and 
priory of Villefranche, in Rouffl- 
lon, which was a dependency on the 
abbey of Orlac. The abbé of ir, 
his old friend, prefented him to this 
benefice. 

“© He enriched it greatly; and 
in this priory he ended his days, at 
the beginning of the thirteenth cen- 
tury.” 


GIRAUD DE BORNEIL. 


** Grraup pe Bornei, was 
one of the moft celebrated Trou- 
badours on record. He was born 
of low parents, and fung the 
praifes of a miftrefs he called Fleur- 
de-lis. Amongft a thouland ex- 
travagancies, he naturally obferves, 
that in the midft of a crowded mar- 
ket, he fhould perceive no one, but 
the miftrefs of his heart; that he 
is unworthy of her, though his 
love is fo great as to deftroy his 
reafon ; and he compares himtelf to 
leaf-tin, which they diffolve with 
azure, to ftrengthen and embody 
the colour*. Giraud had fojourned 
in Spain. He addreffes one of his 
picces to Ferdinand III. king of 
Cattle; and to Alphonfus IX. 
king of Leon. In another, he re- 
cords the falfehood of women’s 
hearts, and cites the example of 
king Lewis, to prove, that of two 
-evils we ought to chufe the leatt; 
alluding, no doubt, to the ancient 
divorce of Lewis VII. in 1150, 
from his wife Eleanor of Guienne. 
** It was better for him, fays he, 
to Jofe a part of his dominions, than 
to live with a wife of difhonourable 
character.” 


** Three pieces of Giraud’s, on 


* This appears to indicate the early 
Moflaic. 





great barons, retired to the 
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the crufade, breathe that wretch. 
ed enthufiafn, with which Weak 
and credulous minds were inflamed 
Sometimes he deplores the blind. 
nefs of Chriftians, who abandon 
the holy fepulchre to the infidels. 
fometimes’ he~-promifes them mi. 
racles of that God, who caufed the 
mighty Goliath to fall under the 
{trokes of feeble David; and fome. 
times he refounds the fong of vic. 
tory, becaufe the fovereigns are 
railing troops, and going to the de- 
liverance of the Holy Land.—The 
poets, as well as the preachers-up 
of the crufade, confpired the ruin of 
Europe. 

** A Troubadour, called Ignauré, 
difputed with Borneil, and re. 
proaches him with cenfuring ob- 
{cure poetry. * All poets would be 
equal, fays he, if thofe compofi- 
tions were the beft, which all the 
world underftands.’? Borneil re- 
plies :—** Let each one compofe ac- 
cording to his humour; but I main- 
tain, that the poetry moft loved and 
admired, is that which is moft fim- 
ple, and eafy to comprehend.” “ | 
would not have general and in- 
diftinct approbation, faid Ignauré ; 
I with that fools may flight my com- 
pofitions; and I prefer reputation 
trom a few chofen minds, to gene- 
ral and extenfive fame.”’ 

“ Borneil’s manner of living was 
greatly to his honour, and would 
give us an advantageous idea of him, 
independently of his works. He 
employed all the winter in frequent- 
ing the fchools, and in ftudy; a 
very different courfe of life from 
that mob of Troubadours, who 
placed all fcience in the jargon of 
rhiming. In the fummer he went 
to the courts, and carried with him 


knowledge of painting in enamel, or in 


two 
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- eo d fingers, to recite his 
fones. By fuch mature cultivation, 
the true fruits of knowledge are ob- 


rained, and fitted for the view of 
the public. He would never mar- 
ry; but he was not one of thofe 
vicious celibates, whofe views and 
affections center wholly in them- 
felves. What he gained by his la- 
hours, #e gave to his poor relations, 
by which means he enriched them 
ail: nor did this prevent his be- 
towing large prefents on the church 
of Siduel, in his native country. 
He was worthy of praife, in parti- 
cular, for not following the torrent 
of that blind devotion, which de- 
fpifing the bonds of humanity, and 
the ties of blood, thought to pur- 
chafe heaven, by giving all they 
oflefied to the churcht) Borneil 
bourithed at the end of the twelfth 
century. Dante makes mention of 
him more than once.” 


AUBERT DE PUICIBOT. 


“ Aupert, the fon of the con- 
fable of Puicibot, was put into a 
monaftery when a child, and de- 
figned fora monk. By the law of 
St. Benedict, children were admit- 
ted into the cloifter, and formed to 
all its exerciles, and they were con- 
fidered as devoted to its engage- 
ments. 

* Many of thefe pupils felt the 
weight of this cruel yoke, as they 
grew in years, and curfed the au- 
thors of their flavery. Amony thefe 
was the monk of Puicibot, whote 
genius led him to poetry and let- 
ters: thefe amufements ferved to 


charm away the tedious hours: but 
they increafed his defire of liberty, 
and his deteftation of the cloifter. 
He determined to change -his fitua- 
ton, Love infpired him with this 
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refolution. A lady, who was re. 
lated to him, paid him many vifits; 
and joining her folicitations t6 his 
own inclination, he left the con- 
vent, and repaired to the brave and 
valiant lord Savari of Mauleon. 

** This generous protector equip- 
ped him with horfes, arms, and 
habits, and all that was neceffar 
for his appearance in the different 
courts he fhould refort to. On his 
travels he became enamoured with 
a lady of great beauty, and noble 
birth, but who had a very fimall 
fare of underftanding : he foon dif- 
covered this, and complains bitterly 
and indifcreetiy of it; that he re. 
pents his choice, but cannot con- 
quer his paffion. ** I fear, and yet 
] hope. I am become a fool my- 
felt in the caufe of beauty; I 
fufpect; I weep; and I love!” 
His miittrefs, of whom he was jea- 
lous, having at laft declared that 
flie would never become his, till he 
was made a knight, and would 
marry her, he had recourfe to his 
patron, who not only dubbed him 
a knight, but gave him a houfe, 
lands, and revenue. His beautiful 
miitrefs then confented to become 
his wite. [heir union was happy 
at firit; but, while Aubert was abe 
fent on a voyage to Spain, an Eng- 
lith knight gained the favour of his 
wife, and carried her away with 
him. After having kept her fome 
time, he difappeared, and left her 
in poverty. 

** Aubert, who was ignorant of 
all this, returning from Spain, 
paffled through a town, where his 
wife, perhaps tor want of any other 
refource, lived on the fruits of dif- 
honour. 

‘* As he was by no means fcru- 
pulous in conjugal duty, and made ’ 
no fecret of his vices, he was in 
fearch of fuch a one, when he was 


informed 
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informed, that, at a {mall houfe be- 
longing to a very poor woman, he 
would find a beautiful girl, who 
had been reduced to wretchednels, 
nd gained a feanty pittance by the 
Fale of her beauty. 

“ Thither he went immediately, 

and in the poor girl difcovered his 
wife; her beauty taded, and her 
health impaired with the miferable 
lite the had led. 
_ The next day he told her, the 
muft prepare for the death fhe de- 
ferved, and be caft headlong from 
the dreadtul precipice, oppolite the 
ifles of Hieres, imto the gulf of 
Argencier: but, touched with her 
grict, and fupplications, he con- 
tented himfelt wita flhutting her up 
in a cloifter. From that moment 
he renounced every pleafure, fold 
all he poflefled, and finifhed his lite 
jn the monaftery of Pignan, where 
he died in 1263.” 


RAIMOND GAUCELM DE 
BESIERS, 


* Rarmonp GAUCcELM was called 
the Noble Citizen, and was lord of 
a caftle near Befiers. This title 
was owing to the municipal govern- 
ment, which every day increafed, 
and became a barrier againft the 
tyranny of the great lords: and fo- 
vereign princes had often favoured 
their claims, either to weaken the 
power of the barons, or, by pro- 
curing them liberty, to gain money 
of the people. 

** Raimond was much attached to 
the kings of France. He wrote an 
glegy on the death of St. Lewis, 
and exhorts the Chriftians to re- 
venge themfelves on the Turks. He 
reproaches the clergy with their fu- 
pinenels, and that they will dif- 
penic with the cryfade for their 
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own profit. A little piece, on his 
own feelings, is natural and jnte, 
refting. 

“ T can fearcely meet with an 
one, but I am ajtked, Raimond, are 
you about nothing new ?—It de. 
lights me when I hear them 
that is he who writes fo many fun. 
nets: and this is not becaufe | 
defire gifts or robes, for 1 have 
enough, and I kaow where to get 
more; but I am happy to obferve, 
that my talents-draw on me the 
carefles and favour of the worthy, 
Neither caftle nor houfe, neither 
lands nor money, are objects with 
me; but that my name fhould be 
had in honour and eftimation.—~ 
How many are there, however, who 
invite not the poor to their tables ; 
who fhut themfelves up to eat alone, 
and hide themfelves when they eat, 
more carefully than the birds hide 
their provifion? And I know pre- 
lates, alfo lords and rich citizens, 
who change their habjts cvery 
month; but the poor are not tic 
warmer.” 


fay, 


AMANIEDU DES ESCAS, 


‘© The life of this Troubadour, 
is not given, only his writings. He 
appears to have lived at the end 
of the thirteenth century, in the 
reign of James II. king of Arra- 
gon; and that he was by birtha 
Catalonign. 

* One of his pieces contains 
lefflons to a young gentlewoman. 
in thofe days, young women at- 
tended noble ladies, without any 
difgrace; and it was efteemed the 
belt education for thofe who had not 
riches equal to their birth. 

‘One morning in the month 
of May, I met, as I was walking, 


with a young gentlewoman. : lae 
ute 








juted her with civility: fhe took me 
by the hand, and conducted me 
ro afeat on a green bank, | My 
Jord Amanicu des Efcas,’’ faid the, 
« | befeeth you to tell me fincerely, 
what a young woman ought to do, 
to gain elteem, and avoid the cen- 
fure of the world.” m : 

“ My young friend,” I replied, 
“J will do it willingly, though you 
have ten times the wit that | have; 
hut the more folid the underftand- 
ing, the more apt we arg to alk 
advice. 
1° In the firft place, I advife you 
always to rife fo early, that when 
your lady calls you, fhe may find 
ou ready drefled, and perfectly ad- 
jufted. Before you lace yourfelt, 
wath your hands, your arms, and 
your face: that being done, my 
dear friend, lace yourfelf very 
tight. Never let your nails be fo 
long, that dirt is perceived, Be 
particularly caretul that your head 1s 
neat: What is the moft feen, ought 
to be the moit attended to, Cleaa 
your teeth every morning, and ob- 
ferve that every thing about your 
perfon is agreeable. When you 
have done this, prepare every thing 
for your lady that fhe may not 
wait: but never go into her apart- 
ment till her hufband comes out of 
it, unlefs fhe happens to call you. 

“ After this, you may walk in 
the great hall, and falute with civi- 
lity thofe who pafs there; anfwer- 
ing them in a courteous manner, 
but without exceeding in talk. Be 
grave in your ftep and modeft in 
your look. When you goto hear 
mafs never let your eyes wander, 
but turn them ,to the altar, without 
repeating your prayers too high or 
too low. When you come out of 
the church, converfe with thofe 
who prefent themfelves, but with- 
out noife and difpute; for nothing 
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is fo indelicate as a young woman 
who talks loud, and caufes an up. 
roar. When the hour of dinner 
arrives, have fome clean water 
brought you, and mix it with your 
Wine, that. the latter may not in- 
jure you; for a lady or gentlewo- ' 
man are loft without relource, if 
they indulge the leat excefs in 
wine. 

‘** Never prefs thofe around yoy 
fo eat; it is the height of ill many, 
ners thus fo intreat people in 
health: they will always take of 
what is fet before them. Nevere 
thelefs, if you judge they prefer 
any difh, offer that tothem. Carve 
for the guefts; they will fail in 
courtefy and benevglence if they do 
not affiit you herein. 

** After the repaft, when your 
Jady has waflied her hands, wath 
your’s alfo; for nothing is fo whole- 
fome as to wafh after eating. Take 
company with you, when you go 
afide to do this, that you may not 
be misjudged, ‘Then take your 

lace below your Jady, and always, 
if poffible, leave two feats between 
her and yourfelf. Never ule your- 
felf to give uncivil anfwers ta thofe 
who feck your love. Every one 
fhould be treated with politeneis, 
and you fhould gain no enemies, 
There are a hundred methods of 
getting rid of troublefome people, 
without affronting them or wrong- 
ing yourfelf. Let neither beauty 
nor riches regulate your choice in 
love; for the more beauty or the 
greater wealth, the Iefs fafe you 
are, if merit docs not accompany 
them. Choofe an amiable man, 
and aman of honeft birth. Cone 
fent to nothing gs and re- 
tain but one lover. ou will be 
attacked with fighs and meflages, 
but heed them not; the lover who 
employs a third perfon is utterly 
ung 


{ 28) ANECDOTES OF 
unworthy of your regard; and the 
foyal lover will hide his affection 
from all. Seck a lover which 1s 
wholly your’s; difmifs all other 
Jovers, and thus preferve your re- 
putation unblemifhed.” 

* The poet concludes with fome 
examples of the amiable women of 
thofe times. 

*¢ In another piece he gives the 
following advice to a young page. 

“ At the feafon of Chriitmias, 
when the hail, the wind, and the 
froft covered the earth, and caufed 
man and beatt to fhelter themfelves 
from the cold, I was feated in my 
houfe with my pages, difcourfing 
of love, of joy, and of arms, round a 
bright and warm fire, and in apart- 
ments well covered with mats. Af- 
ter having drank red wines and 
claret, we rofe from table; whena 
young man approaching me, faid, 
«¢ My lord, you are perfectly verfed 
in the art of love; inftru@ me how 
1 may be well received, and be- 
loved of all the world.”’ 

* [| anfwered him, friend I wifh 
Thad all the knowledge you attri- 
bute to me; but flattery will not 
raife my reputation, nor your judg- 
ment; and, however true the praife 
may be, a man always rifks fome- 
thing by obtaining it, with envious 
and cenforious minds. Let your 

ictures of men be always fo co- 
eared; that their refemblance may 
be clearly known. I will fay no 
More to convince you; you have 
over-rated my judgment, but fuch 
as it is, you are welcome to it; and 
I have had occation to make much 
obfervation both of men and things. 

“ 1 exhort you, firft of all, to 
avoid the fociety of fools, and of 
impertinent, meddling people; for 
if you are among them, you will 
pais tor the fame.—Avoid deceit, 
buttoonery, cenforioufnefs, and lies. 
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If you would be efteemed jn th 
world, and beloved by the fair Py 
be generous, frank, brave; and im 
ways obliging and kind in convey. 
fation. Be neat in your drefs > and 
if you cannot afford a habit of the 
tineit cloth, let the elegance of the 
make compentate for the defect in 
the ftuif, Take care your cloaths 
are never unfeamed ; a rent is lef 
unfightly; the firft announces 4 
man ill educated, the latter only his 
poverty. There is no great merit 
in being well dreiled, if you are 
rich; but to be neat and gentcel on 
a little, argues true tafte. When 
you meet the iriend of her yoy 
love, try to engage her affections, 
and exalt her merit. Nothing wins 
more love, than fincerely to praife 
the friend of your mittrefs, and to 
be liberal in giving commendation 
where it is merited. Be true and 
faithful to the fecrets of your mif- 
trefs, and never make a parade of 
her indulgence; if you do, you 
will certainly lofe her love. 

** Courts are the beft fchools for 
manners; the wife are perfected 
there, and the weak becomes fkilful 
in converfation. Attach yourlelt 
to a noble and magnificent lord, 
and be ever attentive to his minutett 
orders: do all you can to pleafe 
him, but without encouraging his 
foibles. Be never envious or jea 


Jous of any who furround him, or to 


whom he is attached; this 1s a con- 
temptible and dangerous weaknefs. 
He has a right to divide his bounty 
as he judges beft; to give to fome, 
to carefs others, and to vary his 
generofity according to their titua- 
tion. There fhould be no emula- 
tion near a great lord, but who 
fhould ferve him the beft.—Let 
your accoutrements and equipage 
be always ready for ufe. Be up 
by day-break; be firft in the fad 


dle, 
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dle. when called upon by your lord; the tournaments, that none may ex- 


and exert yourfelf fo vigoroufly in ceed you in valour.” 
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SKETCH or tue LIFE anp CHARACTER or GENERAL 
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[ Firft publifhed in America. ] 


ENERAL Wafhington is the 
third fon of Mr. Auguttine 
Wathington, a man of large pro- 
rty and diftinguifhed reputation 
m the ftate of Virgima. An an- 
ceftor of this gentleman, about the 
period of the Revolution, fold his 
roperty, near Cave, in the Eaft Rid- 
ing of Yorkfhitre, and came over to 
Virginia, where he purchafed lands 
in King George’s county; and it 
was here that the general was born, 
on the 22d of February, in the year 
1733. in this county he has at 
this time three brothers, Samuel, 
John, and Charles, all gentlemen of 
confiderable landed property, and a 
fifter who is married to colonel 
Fielding Lewis. His elder brother, 
Lawrence, who went out a captain 
of the American troops, raifed for 
the Carthegena expedition, married 
the daughter of the honourable 
William Fairfax, of Belvoir, ia Vir- 
ginia, by whom he left one daugh- 
ter, who dying young, and his fe- 
cond brother alfo dying, without 
iflue, the general fucceeded to the 
family feat, which, in compliment 
to the gallant admiral of that name, 
is called Mount Vernon, and is de- 
lightfully fituated on the Potomak 
River, a few miles below Alexan- 


dria. General Wafhington is the 
eldeft fon by a fecond marriage ; 
and, having never been out of Ame- 
Mca, was educated (:s youths of 





fortunein this country generally are) 
under the eye of his father, by pri- 
vate tutorage. A flight tincture of 
the Latin language, a grammatical 
knowledge of his mother-tongue, 
and the clements of the mathema- 
tics, were the chief objects he was 
taught'to purfue. For atew years 
after he quitted his tutor, he ap- 
plied himfelf to the practical part of 
furveying (a knowledge of which 
is eflentially requifite to men of 
landed property in this country), 
and was appointed furveyor to a 
certain diitriét in Virginia; an em- 
ployment rather creditable than lu- 
crative; though it afforded him an 
opportunity of chufing fome va- 
luable traéts of land, and made him 
thoroughly acquainted with the 
frontier country. 

On the governor and council of 
Virginia’s receiving orders from 
England, in Oétober, 1753, to repel 
by force the encroachments of the 
French on the weftern frontiers, 
along the rivers Ohio and De Beeuf, 
Mr. ‘Wafhington, then a major in 
the provincial fervice, and an ad- 
jutant-general of their forces, was 
difpatched by general : Dinwiddie, 
with a letter to the commander in 
chief of the French on the Ohio, 
complaining of the inroads they 
were making in direct violation of 
the treaties then fubfifting between 
the two crowns: he had alfo in- 
tructions 
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intelligence, althouth his ]; 

was fomewhat ipdatnd paseo: 
infufficient to a¢t 
the French and Indians 


ftruétions to treat with the Six Na- 
tions, and other weitern tribes of 
Indians, and to engage them to con- 
tinue firm in their attachment to 
England. He fet out on this pe- 
rilous embafly, with about fifteen 
attendants; late in October 1753; 
and fo far fucceeded; that on his 
return with monfieur de St. Pierre's 
anfwer and his good fuccefs in the 
Indian negociations, he was com- 
plimented with the thanks and ap- 
robation of his country. His 
urnal of this whole tranfaction 
was publifhed in Virginia, and does 
great credit to his induftry, atten- 
tion, and judgment; and it has 
fince proved of infinite fervice to 
thofe who had been doomed to tra- 
verte the fame inhofpitable tracts. 
Soon atter this, the defigns of 
the French becoming more mani- 
feft, and their movements and con- 
duct more daring, orders were iflued 
out by adminiftration for the colo- 
nies to arm and unite in one con- 
federacy. The aflembly of Virginia 
took the lead by voting a fum of 
money for the public fervice, and 
raifing a regiment of four hundred 
men, for the protection of the 
fronticrs of the colony. Major 
Wathington, then about twenty- 
three years of age, was appointed 
to the command of this regiment, 
and before the end of May, in the 
enfuing year, came up with a {trong 
party of the French and Indians, 
at a place called Red-jtone, which 
he effectually routed, after having 
taken and killed fifty men. Among 
the Fos -ags were the celebrated 
woods-man, monfieur De la Force, 
and two other officers, from whom 
colonel Wafhington had undoubted 
intelligence, that the French force 
on the Ohio confifted of upwards of 
ene thoufand regulars, and fome 
hundreds of Indians. Upon this 


ed, and entire] 
oftentively againg 
Sy yet he 
nemy to a 
ler to Wait 


pufhed on towards his e 
aoee rel oo in or 
t e arrtval o fome expected fy 
trom New York ar Penfylvania, 
he entrenched himéelt, and built. 
{mall tort, called Fort Necefit e 
At this poft he remained unmolefted. 
and without any fuccour until the 
July following; wher his {mall 
force, reduced now to le than three 
hundred men, Was attacked by 
an army of French and Indians 
ot eleven hundred and upwards 
under the command of the Sieur de 
Villiers. The Virginians futtained 
the attack of the enemy’s whole 
force for feveral hours, and luid 
near two hundred of them dead in 
the field; when the French com. 
mander, difcouraged by fuch deters 
mined refolution, propofed the lefs 
dangerous method of diflodging his 
enemy by a parley, which ended in 
an honourable capitulation. It was 
{tipulated, that colonel Wafhington 
fhould march away with all the ho- 
nours of war, and be allowed to 
carry off all his military ftores, ef- 
fects, and baggage. ‘This capitu- 
lation was violated from the ungo- 
vernable difpofition of the favages, 
whom the French commander could 
not reftrain from plundering the 
provincials on the onfet of their 
march, and from making a con- 
fiderable flaughter of men, cattle, 
and horfes. This breach of the ca- 
pitulation was ftrongly remonttrated 
againft by the Britifh ambaflador at 
the court of Verfailles, and may be 
looked upon as the wra when the 
French court began to unmafk, and 
to avow eens’ in a clandeftine 
manner) the conduct of their go 
vernors and ofjicers im Americ#: 
they 











redoubled their aétivity and 
Gigénce on the Ohio, and in other 
ces during the winter of 1754, and 
the following (pene Virginia had 
determined to fend out a larger force ; 
the forts Cumberland and London 
were built, and a camp was formed 
at Wills Creek, from thence to an- 
noy the enemy on the Ohio. In 
thefe feveral fervices (particularly 
in the conftruction of the forts) co- 
Jone) Wafhington was principally 
employed, when he was fummoned 
fo attend general Braddock, who 
with his army arrived at Alexan- 
dria, in Virginia, in May 1755. 
The defign of fending out that army 
was to penetrate through the coun- 
try to Port Du Quefne (now Fort 
Pitt), by the route of Wills Creek : 
and as no_perfon was better ac- 
quainted with the frontier country 
than colonel Wafhington, and no 
one in the colony enjoyed fo well 
eftablifhed a military character, he 
was judged highly ferviceable to 
general Braddock, and chearfully 
quitted his command to act as a 
volunteer and aid du camp under 
that unfortunate general. The par- 
ticulars of the defeat, and almott 
total ruin of Braddock’s army, con- 
fifting of two thoufand regular Britifh 
forces, and near eight hundred pro- 
vincials, are too well known to need 
a repetition. It is allowed on all 
fides, that the haughty pofitive be- 
haviour of the general, his high 
contempt of the provincial officers 
and foldiers, and his difdainful ob- 
ftinacy in rejecting their advice, 
were the genuine caufes of this fatal 
difatter, With what refolution and 


fteadinefs the provincials and their 
gallant commander behaved on this 
trying occafion, and in covering the 
confuled retreat of the army, let 
every Britith officer and foldier con- 
efi, who were refcued from flaugh- 
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ter on that calamitous day by their 
valour and conduct. 

After general Braddock’s difatter, 
the colony of Virginia found it ne- 
ceffary to eftablifh her militia, raife 
more men, ftrengthen her forts, un» 
dertake expeditions to check the 
inroads of the enemy, &c. &c. &c. 
in all which important fervices co- 
lonel Wafhington bore a principal 
fhare, and acquitted himfelf to the 
utmoft fatisfaction of - his country, 
by difplaying, on every occafion, 
the moft perfevering induftry, per- 
fonal courage, and military abilities. 
He was again appointed to the com- 
mand of the Virginia troops, and 
held it with fignal credit till his re- 
fignation in 1759, when he married 
the young widow of Mr. Cuttis, his 
prefent lady; with whom he had a 
tortune of twenty thoufand pounds 
{terling in herown right, betides her 
dower in one of the principal eftates 
in Virginia. From this period he 
became as afliduous to ferve the ftate 
as a fenator, as he had hitherto been 
active to defend it as a foldier. For 
feveral years he reprefented Frede- 
rick County; and had a feat for 
Fairfax County at the time he wag 
appointed by the aflembly, in con- 
formity with the univerial with of 
the people, to be one of their four 
delegates at the firft general congrefs. 
It was with no fmall reluctance that 
he engaged again in the active fcenes 
of life; and no motives but fuch as 
{pring from a moft difinterefted pa- 
triotifm could have ever prevailed 
upon him to relinquifh the moft re- 
fined domeftic pleafures, which it 
was ever in his power to command, 
and the great Jelight he took in 
farming and the improvement of his 
eftate. General Wafhington is, per- 
haps, the greateft land-holder in A- 
merica (the proprietors of Pentyl- 
vania, Maryland, and the Northern 
Neck 
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Neck excepted ;) for befides his 
lady’s fortune, and ten thoufand 
pounds falling to him by the death 
of. her only daughter, he has large 
traéts of land taken up by himfelf 
early in life, fone confiderable pur- 
chaies ‘made from officers who had 
lands allotted them for their fervices: 
and has, moreover, ma‘e great ad- 
ditions to his eftate at Mount Ver- 
non. It is impoflible in this country, 
as in England, to rate the value of 
eftates by their annual rent or in- 
come, becaufe they are univerfally 
tilled by negroes, and in the hands 
of land-holders. There are many 
eftates in the middle colonies, which 
never produced a clear income to 
their owners of five hundred a year, 
that may be ealily fold for forty 
thoufand pounds. General Wafhing- 
ton’s, hewever, will not be over- 
rated, if fet down at a good four thou- 
fand pounds Englifh per annum, and 
his whole property could not be 
bought for forty years purchaic, 
When it was determined atiength 
in congrets, after every flep towards 
an, accommodation had failed, and 
every petition from America had 
been fcorntully rejected, to repel by 
force the invafion from Great. Bri- 
tain, the eyes of the whole conti- 
nent were immediately turned upen 
Mr. Wathington.. With one com- 
mon voice he was called forth to the 
defence of his country; and it is, 
perhaps, his peculiar glory, that 
there was not a fingle inhabitant of 
thefe ftates except himifelf, who did 
not approve the choice, and place 
the firmeft confidence in his integri- 
ty and abilities. He arrived at Cam- 
bridge in New England, in July 
1775) and there took the fupreme 
command of the armies of America. 
He was received at the camp with 
that heart-iclt exultation which fu- 
perior merit can alone infpire, atter 
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having in his progrefs through the 
feveral ftates received every mark 
of affection and efteem, which they 
conceived were due to the man 
whom the whole continent looked 
up to for fafety and freedom. 

As he always refufed to accept of 
any pecuniary appointment for hig 
public fervices, no falary has been 
annexed by Congrefs to his import. 
ant command, and he only draws 
weekly for the expences of his pub- 
lic table and other neceflary de 
mands. General Wathineton hav- 
ing never been in Europe, could 
not pofhibiy have feen much military 
fervice when the armies of Britain 
were fent to fubdue the colonies: 
yet ful, for a variety of reafons, he 
was by much the moft proper man 
on the continent of America, and 
probably any where elfe, to be pla- 
ced at the head of an American 
army. The very high eftimation he 
ftood in for integrity and honour, his 
engaging in the caufe of his country 
from fentunent and a conviction of 
her wrongs, his moderation in_ poli- 
tics, his extenfive property, and his 
approved abilities as a commander, 
were motives which neceflarily obli- 
ged the choice of America to fall 
upon him. ‘That nature has given 
him extraordinary military talents 
will hardly be controverted by his 
moit bitter enemies; and having 
been early actuated with, a warm 
pailion to ferve his country in the 
military line, he has greatly improv- 
ed them by unwearied induftry; 
and aclofe application to the bet 
writers upon tactics, and by a more 
than common method and exactnels: 
and, in reality, when it comee to be 
contidered that at firft he only head- 
ed a body of men entirely unac- 
quainted with military difcipline of 
operations, fomewhat ungovernable 
in temper, and who at bett could 


ouly 








only’be ftyled an alert and good mi- 
fitia, acting under very fhort enlift- 
ments, unclothed, unaccoutred, and 
wt all times very ill fupplied with 
ammunition and artillery ; and that 
with fuch an army he withitood the 
ravages and progrets of nearly forty 
thoufand veteran troops, plentutully 
provided with every neceffary article, 
commanded by the braveft othcers in 
Europe, and fupported by a very 
powertul navy, which effectually 
srevented all movements by water; 
when all this comes to be imparti- 
ally confidered, we may venture to 
ronounce, that general Wathington 
will be regarded by mankind as one 
of the greateft military ornaments 
of the prefent age, and that his 
name will command the veneration 
of the lateft pofterity. 

General Wafhington is now inthe 
forty-feventh year of his age: he is 
atall well-made man, rather large 
boned, and has a tolerably genteel 
addrefs. His features are manly and 
bold, his cyes of a blucifh caft and 
very lively ; his haira deep brown ; 
his face rather longand marked with 
the {mall-pox ; his complexion fun- 
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burnt and without much colour, and 
his countenance fenfible, compofed, 
and thoughtful. There is a remark- 
able air of dignity about him, with 
a itriking degree of gracefulnefs, 
He has an excellent underitanding 
without much quicknefs ; is ftrictly 
juit, vigilant, and generous: an af- 
fectionate hufband, a faithful friend, 
afather to the deferving foldier ; 
gentle in his manners, in temper 
rather referved ; a total ftranger to 
religious prejudices, which have fo 
often excited Chriitians of one de- 
nomination to cut the throats of 
thofe of another; in his morals ir- 
reproachable ; he was never known 
to excced the bounds of the moft 
rivid temperance: ina word, all his 
friends and acquaintance univerfally 
allow, that no man ever united in 
his own perfon a more perfect alli- 
ance of the virtues of a philofopher 
with the talents of a general. Can- 
dour, fincerity, affubility, and fim- 
plicity, feem to be the ftriking fea- 
tures of his character, till an occa- 
fion offers of difplaying the moit de- 
termined bravery and independence 


of fpirit. 





ANECDOTES OF Mr. WORTLEY MONTAGUE 


[From Dr. Moore’s View of Society and Manners in Italy.] 


- EARING that Mr. Mon- 

tague refided at Venice, the 
D — of. has had the cu- 
riofity to wait on that extraordinary 
man. He met his Grace at the 
ftair-head, and led us through fome 
apartments, furnifhed in the Vene- 
tian manner, into an inner room 
in quite a different ftyle. There 
Were no chairs, but he defired us 
to feat ourfelves on a fopha, whilft 
he placed himfelf on a cufhion on 


te We 
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the floor, with his legs croffed in 
the Turkifh fafhion. A young 
black flave fat by him, and a ve- 
nerable old man, with a long beard, 
ferved us with coffee. 

*“* After this collation fome aro- 
matic gums were brought, and 
burnt in a little filver vefiel, Mr. 
Montague held his nofe over the 
fteam for fome minutes, and fnuff- 
ed up the perfume with peculiar 
fatisfaction: he afterwards endea- 
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voured to colleét the fmoke with 
his hands, fpreading and rubbing 
it carefully along his beard, which 
hung in hoary ringlets to his gir- 
dle. This manner of pomnemng 
the beard feems more cleanly, an 
rather an improvement upon that 
ufed by the Jews in ancient mes, 
us deferibed in the Pfalms trantlat- 
ed by Sternhold and Hopkins, 
Tis like the precious ointment, that 
Was pour’d on Aaron’s head, 
Which from the beard down to the tkirts 
Of his rich garments {pread. 


Or, as the Scotch tranflation has it: 


Like precious ointment on the head 
‘That down the beard did ‘ow ; 
Even Aaron's beard, and to the ikirts 


Did of his garments go. 

«& Which of thefe verfions is pre- 
ferable, I leave to the critics in 
Hebrew and Englifh poefy to de- 
rermine. I hope, for the fake of 
Pavid’s reputation as a poet, that 
neither. have retained all the {pint 
of the original. We had a great 
deal of converfation with this ve- 
nerable looking perfon, who 1s, to 
the laft degree, acute, communica- 
tive, and entertaining, and in whofe 
difcourfe and manners are blended 
the vivacity of a Frenchman with 
the gravity of a Turk, We found 
him, however, wonderfully preju- 
diced in favour of the Turkifh cha- 
yactevs. and. manners, which he 
thinks infinitely preferable to the 
European, or thofe éf any other 
yation. 

“© He defcribes the Turks in ge- 
neral as a people of great fenfe and 
integrity, the moft hofpitable, ge- 
nerous, and the happieft of man- 
kind. He talks of returning, as 
foon as poflible to Egypt, which 
he paints as a perfect paradife;- and 
thinks that, had it not been others 
wife ordered for wife purpofes, of 
which it does not become us to 





MR. MONTAGUE. 


judge, the children of Ifrael w 
= Reg ould 
where they were, and hay 
‘i Z ; ave endea- 
voured to drive the Rovira... 
' “BY Ptians to 
the land of Canaan. 
«ae b ° 
T hough Mr. Montague hard. 
ly ever ftirs abroad, he returned 
the D—’s vifit; and as We Were 
not provided with cufhions, he fa 
V ; » al . r . ’ 
gg he ttaid, upon a fopha, with 
ve nf ington him, as he had 
one at his own houle. This pof- 
ture, by long habit, is now becom 
7 < 1, ; me 
the moit agreeable to him, and he 
infifts on its being by far the mot 
natural and convenient; but, ip. 
deed, he feems { 
ed, he teems to cherifh the fume 
Opinion with regard to all the cut. 
toms which prevail amone the 
Purks. Il could not help mention. 
ing one, Which I futpected would 
be thought both unnatural and in. 
convenient by at leaf one half of 
the human race; that of the men 
being allowed to engrofs as many 
women as they can maintain, and 
confining them to the mott infipid 
of all lives, within their harams. 
** No doubt,” replicd he, “ the 
Women are all enemics to poly. 
gamy and concubinage ; and there 
is reafon to imagine, that this aver- 
fion of their’s, joined to the great 
influence they have in all Chrif- 
tian countries, has prevented Ma- 
hometanifm from making any pro- 
grefs in Europe. The Turkith men, 
on the other hand,” continued he, 
** have an averiion to Chriftianity, 
equal to that which the Chriftian 
women have to the religion of Ma- 
homet: auricular confeffion is pers 
fectly horrible to their imagina 
. er , > Ge ° 
tion. No Turk, of any delicacy, 
would ever allow his wite, particu- 
larly if he had but one, to hold 
private conference with a man, on 
any pretext whatever.” 


** I took notice, that this aver- 
hon 


remain 








gon to auricular confctlion, could 
not be a reafon for the Turk’s 
diflike to the Proteflant religion. 
« That is true,”’ faid he, ** but you 
have other tenets in common with 
the Catholics, which render your 
religion as odious as their’s. You 
forbid polygamy and concubinage, 
which, in the eyes of the Turks, 
who obey the dictates of the re- 
ligion they embrace, 1s conlidered 
as an intolerable hardflip. Be- 
fides, the idea which your religion 
ives of heaven, is by no means to 
their tafte. If they believed your 
account, they would think it the 
moft tirefome and comfortlefs place 
in the univerfe, and not one Turk 
among a thoufand would go to the 
Chriftian heaven if he had it in 
his choice. Laftly, the Chriftian 
religion confiders women as crea- 
tures upon a level with men, equal 
ly entitled to every enjoyment, 
both here and hereafter, When 
the Turks are told this,’? added 
he, ‘they are not furprifed at be- 
ing informed alfo, that women, in 
general, are better Chriftians than 
men; but they are perfectly afto- 
nifhed that an opinion, which they 
think fo contrary to common 
fenfe, fhould fubfift among the 
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rational, that is to fay, the male 

art of Chriftians, It is impofft- 
ble,” added Mr. Montague, “ to 
drive it out of the head of a Muf- 
fulman, that women are creatures 
of a fubordinate fpecies, created 
merely to comfort and amufé men 
during their journey through this 
vain world, but by no méans wor- 
thy of accompanying believers to 
paradife, where females, of a na 
ture far fuperior to women, wait 
with impatience to receive all pious 
Muffulmen into their arms.” 

** Ie is needlefs to relate to you 
any more of our converfation. A 
lady, to whom I was giving an acs 
count of it the day on which it 
happened, could with difficulty al- 
low me to proceed thus far in my 
narrative; but, interrupting me 
with impatience, fhe faid, fhe was 
furprifed I could repeat all the 
nonfenfical, deteftable, impious 
maxims of thofe odious Mahomes 
tans: and fhe thought Mr. Mon- 
tague fhould be fent back to Egypt, 
with his long beard, and not be 
allowed to propagate opinions, the 
bare mention of which, however 
reafonable they might appear to 
Turks, ought not to be tolerated 
in any Chriftian land.” 





ANECDOTES of COUNT ALBANY, 


{From the fame Work. } 


= N the evenings on which 


there is no opera, it is ufu- 
al for the genteel company to drive 
toa public walk immediately with- 
out the city, where they remain 
till it begins to grow dufkifh. Soori 
after our arrival at Florence, in one 
of the avenues of this walk we ob- 
ferved two men and two ladics, fol- 





lowed by four fervants in livéry. 
One of the men wore the :nlignia 
of the Garters We were told this 
was the Count Albany, and that 
the lady next to him was the Coun- 
tefs. We yielded the walk, and 
pulled off our hats. The gentle- 
man along with them was the En- 
voy from the King of Pruffia to 
C2 the 
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the Court of Turin. He whifper- 
ed the Count, who, returning the 
falutation, looked very earnettly at 
the D—ofH =—. We have teen 
them almoft every evening fince, 
either at that opera or on the pub- 
lic walk. His G— docs not atfect 
to fhun the avenue in which they 
happen to be; and as often as we 
pais near them, the Count fixes his 
eyes. in a moft expreflive manner 
upon the D—, as if he meant to 
fay our anceftors were better ac 
quainted. 

“ You know, I fuppofe, that 
the Count Albany is the unfortu- 
nate Charles Stuart, who Iectr Rome 
fome time fince on the death of 
his father, becaufe the Pope did 
not think proper to acknowledge 
him by the title which he claimed 
on that event. He now lives at 
Florence, on a fmall revenue allow- 
ed him by his brother. The coun- 
tefs is a beautiful woman, much 
beloved by thofe who know her, 
who univerfally defcribe her as 
lively, intelligent, and agreeable. 
Educated as 1 was in Revolution 

rinciples, and in a part of Scot- 
land where the religion of the Stu- 
art family, and the maxims by 
which they governed, are more re- 
probated than perhaps in any part 
of Great Britain, I could not be- 
hold this unfortunate perfon with- 
out the warmeft emotion and fym- 
pathy. What mutt a man’s feel- 
ings be, who finds himfelf exclud- 
ed trom the mott brilliant fituation, 
and nobleft inheritance that this 
world affords, and reduced to an 
humiliating dependence on thofe, 
who, in the natural courfe of 
events, fhould have looked up to 
him for protection and fupport? 
What mutt his feelings be, when 
en a retrofpective view he beholds 
a feries of calamities attending his 
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family, that is wi 
an . it is Without example ig 
the annals of the unfortunate - ca 
lamities, of which thofe they ex 
perienced after their acceifion to 
the throne of England, we 


cage re only 
a continuation ? 


Their misfortunes 
began with their royalty, adhered 
to them throuch aces, lncreafed 
with the increafe of their dunt: 
nions, did not forfake them whey 
dominion Was no more; and as he 
has reaton to dread, from his own 
Experience, are not yet terminated, 
It will aftord no alleviation or com. 
fort, to recollect that part of this 


black lift of calamities arofe from 
the impradenee of his ancetors. 
and that many eallant§ m Dn, m 


England, Scotland, and Ireland, 
have at different periods been in. 
volved in their ruin. 

** Our fympathy for this unfor- 
tunate perfon is not checked by 
any blame which can be thrown 
on himfelf. He furely had no 
fhare in the errors of the firft 
Charles, the profligacy of the fe- 
cond, or the impolitic and bigot- 
ted attempts of fames againt the 
laws and eftublified religion of 
Great Britain and Ireland: there- 
fore, whilit 1 contemplate with ap- 
probation and gratitude the con- 
duct of thofe patriots who refifted 
and expelled that infatuated mon- 
arch, aicertained the rights of the 
fubject, and fettled the conflitution 
of Great Britain on the firm balis 
of freedom on which it has ftood 
ever fince the Revolution, and on 
which I hope it will ever ftand, yet 
I frecly acknowledge, that I ne- 
ver could fee the unfortunate Count 
Albany without fentiments of com- 
paffion, and the moft lively tym- 
pathy. 

‘“‘T write with the more warmth, 
as I have heard of fome of our 
countrymen, who, ciring the 

tours 














tours through Italy, made the hum- 
ble ftate to which he is reduced a 
frequent theme of ridicule, and 
who, as often as they met him in 
public, affected to pals by with an 
air of inecring infult, The motive 
to this is as bafe and abject as the 
behaviour is unmaniy: thofe who 
endeavour to make inistortune an 
object ot ridicule, ure themfelves 
the objects of deteftation. A Bri- 
tifa nobleman or gentleman has 
certainly no accalion to form an 
intimacy with the Count Albany: 
but while he appears under that 


—— ned _—_ 
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name, and claims no other title, 
it is ungenerous, on every acci- 
dental meeting, not to behave to 
him with the refpect due to a man 
of high rank, and the delicacy due 
toa man highly unfortunate. 

* One thine is certain; that the 
fame difpofition which makes men 
infolent to the weak, renders them 
flaves to the powerful; and thofe 
Who are moft apt to treat this un- 
fortunate perfon with an oftenta- 
tious contempt at Florence, would 
Lave been his moft abject flatterers 
at St. Jaumes’s.”” 





ANECDOTES or SIR JAMES THORNHGAILL. 


{From the Fourth Volume of Mr. Wal ole’s Anccdotes of Painting in 
knoland A 
ad 


“CIR James Thornhill, a man 

of much note in his tme, 
who fucceeded Verrio, and was the 
rival of Laguerre in the decorations 
of our palaces and public buildings, 
was born at \\eymouth in Dortfet- 
fhire, was knighted by George the 
Firit, and was elected to reprefent 
his native town in parliament. His 
chief works were, the dome of St. 
Paul’s, an apartment at Hampton- 
court, the altar-piece of the chapel 
of All Souls at Oxford, another tor 
Weymouth, of which he made them 
aprefent, the hall at Blenheim, the 
chapel at lord Oxford’s at Wimpole 
in Cambridgefhire, the faloon and 
other things for Mr. Styles at More- 
park, Herttordfhire, and the great 
hall at Greenwich hofpital. Yet 
high as his reputation was, and la- 
borious as his works, he was far 
from being gencroufly rewarded for 
fome of them, and for others he 
found it difficult to obtain the fti- 
pulated prices. His demands were 
contefted at Greenwich, and though 
La Foffe received 20001, for his 
Work at Montagu-houfe, and was al- 
Owed sool, for his dict befides, fir 


James could obtain but gos. a yard 
fquare for the cupola of St. Paul’s, 
and I think no more. for Greenwich. 
When the affairs of the South Sea 
company were made up, Thornhill, 
who had painted their ftair-cafe and 
a little hall by order of Mr. Knight 
their cafhier, demanded tsocl: but 
the direétors learning that he had 
been paid but 2¢6s.a yard for the 
hall at Blenheim, they would allow 
him no more. He had a longer con- 
teft with Mr. Styles, who had agreed 
to give hun 3<00l. but not being 
fatisfied with the execution, a lawe 
fuit was commenced, and Dahl, 
Richardion, and others, were ap- 
pointed to infpect the work. They 
appeared in court, bearing teftimo- 
ny to the merit of the performance ; 
Mr. Styles was condemned to pay 
the money, and by their arbitra- 
tion 500]. more, for decorations 
about the houfe, and for Thornhill’s 
acting as furveyor of the building. 
This fuit occafioning inquiries in- 
to matters of the like nature, it ap- 
peared that 300]. a year had been 
allowed to the furveyor of Blen- 
heim, befides travelling charges; 
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2001. a year to others; and that 
Gibbs received but 5501. for build- 
ing St. Martin's church. 

* By the favour of that gencral 
Mecenas, the edrl of Halitax, fir 
James was allowed to copy the car- 
toons at Hampton-court, on which 
he employed three years. He ex- 
ccuted a fmaller fet, of one fourth 
yvart of the dimenfions. Having 
Gis very accurate in noticing the 
defects, and the additions by Cooke 
who repaired them, and in examin- 
ing the parts turned in to fit them 
to the places; and having made 
copious fLudies of the heads, hands, 
and feet, he ‘intended to publifl an 
exact account of the whole, for the 
ufe of ftudents: but this work has 
never appeared, In 1724 _ he 
opened an academy tor drawing at 
his houte in Covent-garden, and 
had before propoted to lord Hali- 
fax to obtain the toundation of a 
royal academy at the upper end of 
the Mews, with apartments for 
the profeffors, which, by an efti- 
mate he had made, would have cott 
but 313gl.: for tir James dabbled in 
architecture, and ftirred up much 
envy in that profeflion by announ- 
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cin eo of taking it up, ashe 
had before y thinking of applyin 
Neat aaa portraits, . 

Afflicted’ with the gout and his 
legs {welling, he fet out for his feat 
at Hhornhill, near Weymouth, where 
four days after his arrival he ex- 
pired jn his chair, May 4, 17%4 
aged fifty-feven, leaving one fon 
named James, whom he had pro- 
cured to be appointed ferjeant-paint- 
ter and painter to the navy; and one 
daughter, married to that original 
ayd unequalled genius, Hogarth. 

** Sir James’s colleétion, among 
which were a few capital pictures of 
the great maflers, was fold in the 
following year; and with them his 
two fets of the cartoons, the fmaller 
for feventy-five guineas, the larger 
for only 2001. a price we ought in 
juftice to fuppofe was owing to the 
few bidders who had {paces in their 
houles large enought receive them, 
They were purchafed by the duke 
of Bedtord, and are in the gallery 
at Bedtord-houfe in Bloomfbury- 
fquare, In the fame collection were 
drawings by one Andrea, a dilciple 
of Thornhill, who died about the 
fame time at Paris. 





ANECDOTES or Ma. RICHARDSON, the Painter. 


{ From the fame. ] 


¢ 
‘ Jonarnan RichaARDSON was 
undoubtedly one of the bett 
Englith painters of a head, that had 
appeared in this country. There 
ig ttrength, roundnets, and boldnefs 
in his colouring; but his men’ want 
dignity, and his women grace. The 
good fenie of the nation is charac 
terifed in his portraits. You fee he 
lived in an ege when neither enthu- 
fiaim nov fervility were’ predomi- 
nant. Yet with a pencil fo firm, 
poilefied of a numerous and excel- 


lent collection of drawings, full of 
the theory, and profound in reflec- 
tions on his art, he drew nothing 
well below the head, and was void 
of imagination, His attitudes, dra- 
peries, and back-grounds are total- 
ly infipid and unmeaning; fo ill 
did he apply to his own practice 
the fagacious rules and hints he be- 
{towed on others. Though he wrote 
with fire and judgment, his paint- 
ings owed little to either, No man 
dived deeper into the inexhau 

¢ 





bie ftores of Raphael, or was more 
fmitten with the native luftre of 
Vandyck. Yet though capable of 
rafting the elevation of the one and 
the elegance of the other, he could 
never contrive to fee with their eyes, 
when he was to copy nature him- 
felf. One wonders that he could 
comment their works fo well, and 
imitate them fo little. 

« Richardion was born about the 
year 1065, and againft his incli- 
nation was placed by his tather-in- 
law “appre ntice to a icrivener, with 
whom he lived fix years ; when ob- 
taining his freedom by the death 
of his matter, he followed the bent 
of his difpofition, and at twenty 
years old became the difciple of 
Riley; with whom he lived four 
years, whofe niece he married, and 
of whofe manner he acquired cnuough 
to maintain a folid and lafting re- 
putation, even during the lives of 
Kneller and Dahl, and to remain at 
the head of the profetlion when they 
went off the tlage. He quitted bu- 
finefs himiclf fome years before his 
death; but his temperance and vir- 
tue contributed to protract his hte 
toa vreat length in the full enjoy- 
ment of his underftanding, and in 
the felcity of domeitic triendfhip. 
He had had a paralytic ftroke that 
affected his arm, yet never difabled 
him from his cuftomary walks and 
exerciie. He had been in St. James’s 
Park, and died fuddenly at his houfe 
in Queen’s-fquare on his return 
home, May 28, 1745, when he had 
vifled the eightieth year of his age. 
le left a fon and four daughters, 
one of whom was married to his 
difeiple Mr. Hudfon, and another 
to Mr. Grigfon, an attorney. The 
talte and learning of the fon, and 
the harmony in which he lived with 
his father, are vifible in the joint 
Works they compofed, The father 
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in 1719 publifhed two difcourfes ; 
1. An flay on the whole Art of 
Criticifn as it relates to Painting ; 
2. An Argument in Behalf of the 
Science of a Connoiffeur ; bound in 
one volume octavo. In 1722 came 
forth An Account of fome of the 
Statues, Bas-reliefs, Drawings, and 
Pictures, in Italy, &c. with Re- 


- marks by Mr. Richardfon, Sen. and 


Jun. The fon made the journey ; 
and from his notes, letters, and ob- 
fervations, they both at his return 
compiled this valuable work. As 
the father was a formal man, with 
a flow, but loud and fonorous voice, 
and, in truth, with fome affeétation 
in his manner; and as there is much 
fingularity in his flyle and expref- 
fion, thefe peculiarities, for they 
were fearcely foibles, ftruck fuper- 
ficial readers, and between the laugh- 
ers and thé envious, the book was 
much ridiculed. Yet both this and 
the former are full of matter, 
good fenfe, and inftruction: and the 
very quaintnefs of fome expreffions, 
and their laboured novelty, fhow 
the difficulty the author had to con- 
vey mere vifible ideas through the 
medium of language. ‘Thofe works 
remind one of Cibber’s inimitable 
treatife on the ftage: when an au- 
thor writes upon his own profeffion, 
feels it profoundly, and is fenfible 
his readers do not, he is not only 
excufable, but meritorious, for il- 
luininating the fubject by new me- 
taphors, or bolder figures than ordi- 
nary. He is the coxcomb that f{neers, 
not he that inftructs in appropriated 
diction. 

* If thefe authors were cenfured, 
when converfant within their own 
circle, it was not to be expected that 
they would be treated with milder 
indulgence, when they ventured ine 
to a difler region. In 1734 they 
publifhed a very thick octavo, con- 
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taining explanatory notes and re- 
marks on Milton’s Paradife Lott, 
with the life of the author, and a 
difcourfe onthe poem. Again were 
the good fenfe, the judicious criti- 
cifms, and the fentiments that broke 
forth in this work, forgotten in the 
fingularities that diftinguifhit. The 
father having faid in apology for 
being little converfant in claffic lite- 
rature, that he had looked into 
them through his fon, Hogarth, 
whom a quibble could furnifh with 
wit, drew the father peeping through 
the nether end of a telefcope, with 
which his fon was perforated, at a 
Virgil aloft on a fhelf. Yet how 
forcibly Richardfon entered into the 
fpirit of his author appears from 
his comprchenfive expreflion, that 
Milton was an ancient born tavo thou- 
fand years after his time. Richard 
fun, however, was as incapable of 
reaching the fublime or harmonious 
in poetry as he was in painting, 
though fo capable of illuitrating 





ANECDOTES OF RYSBRACH. 


both. Some fpecimens of verfe, 
that he has given us here and there 
in his works, excite no curiolity for 
more, though he informs us in his 
Milton, that if painting was his 
wife, poetry had been his feerce 
concubine, It is remarkable that 
another commentator of Milton has 
made the fame confefficn ; 

—— funt & mihi carmina, me quoque 


dicunt 
Vatcm paltores 





fays Dr. Bentley. Neither the doc. 
tor nor the painter add, fed non (g0 
credulus illis, though all their reads 
ers are ready to fupply it for both, 

Befides his pictures and commen- 
taries, we have a few etchings by 
his hand, particularly two or three 
of Milton, and his own head. 

The fale of his collection of draw- 
ings, in February 1747, latted eigh- 
teen days, and produced about 2060). 
his pictures about 7o0ol. Hudfon, 
his fon-in-law, bought many of the 
drawings.” 








ANECDOTES or RYSBRACH, the Statuary. 
[From the fame. ] 


6 J Michael Ryfbrach, the beft 

e fculptor that has appeared 
in thefe itlands fince Le Soeur, was 
born at Antwerp. His father was 
a land{cape-painter, and had been 
in England, but quitted it with Lar- 
gillicre and went to Paris, where 
he married, and returning to Brut- 
fels and Antwerp, died at the lat- 
ter, in 1726, at the age of four- 
fcore. Michael his fon arrived here 
in 1720, then about the age of 
twenty-fix, and began with model- 
ling {mall figures in clay, to fhow 
his fkill. The earl of Nottingham 


fat to him tor his burit, in which 
the artift fucceeded fo well, that 





he began to be employed in large 
works, particularly moauments. Fou 
fume time he was engaged by Gibbs, 
who was fenfible of the young 
man’s merit, but turned it to his 
own account, contracting for the 
fizures with the perfons who be- 
{poke the tombs, and gaining the 
chief benefit from the execution. 
Thus Gibbs received i1ool. a piece 
from lord Oxford for the ftatues on 
Prior’s monument, yet paid Ryt- 
brach but 3s]. each. The ftatuary, 
though no vain man, felt his own 
merit, and fhook off his dependence 
on the architeét, as he became 


moédre known and more admired. 
Bulinefs 





Buflnefs crouded upon him, and 
for many years all great works were 
committed 0 him ; and his deep 
knowledge of his art and fingular 
induttry gave general fatistaction, 
His models were thorourhly fludied, 
and ably exccuted ; and as a foulp- 
tor capable of turnifling ftatues was 
now found, our tafle in Monuments 
improved, which till Ryfbrach’s time 
had depended more on matonry and 
marbles than ftatuary. Gothic tombs 
owed their chief grandeur to rich 
canopies, fretwors, and abundance 
of fmall niches and trifling figures. 
Bifhops in cumbent attitudes and 
srofs-legged Templars admitted no 
rrace, nor required any. In the 
eigns of queen elizabeth and king 
fames 1, a fingle figure reclining 
it length on the elbow in robes or a 
frjeant’s gown, Was commonly over- 
vhelmed and furrounded with dimi- 
nitive pillars and obclifks of vari- 
ois marbles ; and if particularly 
fimptuous, of alabatler gilt. Gibbs, 
in the duke of Newcattle’s monu- 
mnt in the Abbey, feeims to have 
hal an eye to that kind of tatlelefs 
exoence. From the reign of Charles 
[. altar-tombs or mural tablets with 
chrrubims and flaming urns, gene- 
raly fatisfied the piety of families. 
Bird indeed beftowed butts and bat- 
relets on thote he decorated, but 
hr Cloudefley Shovel’s, and other 


monuments by him, made men ot 


taite dread fuch honours. Now and 
then had appeared a ray of fimpli- 
city, as in fir Francis Vere’s and 
captain Hollis’s tombs. ‘The abili- 
ties of Ryfbrach taught the age to 
depend on ftatuary for ics beft orna- 
ments, and though he was too fond 
of pyramids for back-grounds, his 
figures are well difpofed, fimple and 
great. We feem fince to have ad- 
vanced into feenery. Mr. Night- 


ingale’s tomb, though finely thought 
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and well executed, is more theatric 
than fepulchral. The crouds and 
cluiters of tombs in the Abbey has 
impofed hard conditions on our 
fculptors, who have been reduced 
to couch obelitks in tlanting win- 
dows, and rear mafles into the air, 
while St. Puul’s remains naked of 
ornaments; though it had better re- 
main fo, than be fubjected to the 
indiicriminate expence of all who 

are willing to indulge their vanity. 
** Belides numbers more, Ryfbrach 
executed the monument of fir Ifaac 
Newton and of the duke of Marl. 
borough at Blenheim, and the equefs 
trian ftatue in bronze. of king Wil- 
liam at Briftol in 1733, for which 
he received i800]. Scheemaker’s 
model, which was rejected, was how- 
ever fo well defigned, that the city 
of Briftol made him a prefent of 
sol. for his trouble. Ryfbrach made 
alfo a great many butts, and mott 
o: them very like, as of Mr. Pope, 
Gibbs, fir Robert Walpole, the 
duke and duchefs of Argyle, the 
duchefs of Marlborough, lord Boling- 
broke, Wootton, Ben Jonfon, Bute 
ler, Milton, Cromwell, and himfelf; 
the ttatues of king George I. and of 
king George Il. at the Royal Ex- 
change; the heads in the hermitage 
at’ Richmond, and thofe of the Englifh 
worthiesin the Ely tian-tields atStowe. 
* This enjoyment of deferved fame 
was at length interrupted by the 
appearance of Mr. Scheemaker’s 
Shakelpeare in| Weftmintter-abbey, 
which belides its merit, had the ad- 
ditional recommendation of Mr. 
Kent’s fafhionable name. It hurt 
the voguc of Mr. Ryfbrach, who, 
though certainly not obfcured, 
found his butinefs decline, as ie 
was affected contiderably afterwards 
by the competition of Mr. Roubi- 
liac ; and no merit can chain the 
fickleneis of fafhion. Piqued at. 
Mr, 
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Mr. Scheemaker’s fuccefs, R yforach 
a his three ftatues of Palladio, 


nigo Jones, and Fjamingo, and at } 


laft his chief d’oeuvre, his Hercules: 
an exquilite fummary of fkill, know- 
ledge, and judgment, This athletic 
ftatue, for which he borrowed the 
head of the Farnefian god, was com- 
piled from various parts and limbs 
of feven or eight of the frongeft 
and beft made men in London, 
chiefly the bruifers and boxers of 
the then flourifhing amphitheatre 
for boxing, the fculptor felecting 
the parts which were the moft truly 
formed in each: The arms were 
Broughton’s, the breaft acelebrated 
coachman’s, a bruifer, and the 
legs were thofe of Ellis the painter, 
a great frequenter of that gym- 
nafium. As the games of that Olym- 
pic academy frequently terminated 
to its heroes at the gallows, it was 
foon after fupprefied by act of par- 
jiament, fo that in reality Ryfbrach’s 
Hercules is the monument of thofe 
gladiators. ‘It was purchafed by 
Mr. Hoare, and is the principal or- 
nament of the noble temple at Stour- 






CARD. BEATON, 


head, of that beautiful aff 
of art, tafte, and landicees, 

* Mr. Ryforach, who had by no 
means faifed a fortune equal to his 
deferts, before his death made a 
public fale of his remaining works 
and models, to which he added a 
large collection of his own hiftoric 
drawings, conceived and executed 
in the true tafte of the great Italian 
matters. Another fale followed his 
death, which happened on January 
§, 1770. 

“‘He had two brothers, Peter 
Andreas and G. Ryfbrachs, whe 
painted fifh, dead fowls and landf 
cape, with confiderable merit; par. 
ticularly the elder, who was bom 
at Paris in 1690, and died here of 
a confumption in 1748. In one of 
Michael's fales were fome pieces of 
hiftory by a Louis Ryfbrach; I co 
not know whether brother or nephew 
of the ftatuary, probably the latter: 
Peter, the eldeft of all the brothers, 
had feveral children, 

*“* He had a fcholar too, named 
Vander Hagen, who carved heads 
in ivory.” 





——o 


CHARACTER or CarpinaL BEATON. 


[From Dr. Sruvarr’s Hiftory of the Réformation of Religion in Scotland.] 


AVID Beaton, having been 
created a cardinal of the 
Roman church, was advanced into 
the poffeffion of the primacy of 
Scotland. “No Scottifh eccletiaftic 
had been ever inveited with greater 
authority; and the Reformers had 
every thing to fear from fo formi- 
dable an enemy. The natural vio- 
lence of. his temper had fixed itfclf 
in an overbearing infolence, from 
the fuccefs which had attended 
hun. His youth had been pafied in 





fcenes of policy and intrigue, which, 
while they communicated to him 
addrefs, and the knowledge of men, 
corrupted altogether the fimplicity 
and candour of his mind. He was 
dark, defigning, ‘and artificial. No 
principles of juftice were any bar to 
his fchemes. _ His heart did not 
open to any impreffions of pity. 
His ruling paffion was an inordinate 
leve of power; and the fupport of 
his confequence depending alone 


upon the church of Romie, he was 
animate 








CHARACTER OF JAMES V. 


mated to maintain its fupertti- 
tions with the warmeft zeal. He 
feemed to take a delight in perfi- 
dioufnels and diffimulation ; he had 
no religion; and he was ftained 
with an inhuman cruelty, and the 
moft open piofligacy of manners. 
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In connection with thefe defects, 
he poffefied a perfevering obftinacy 
in purfuing his meafures, the abil- 
ty to perceive and to praétife all the 
arts which were necefiary to ad- 
vance them, and the allurements of 
oftentation and prodigality.”? *’ 





CHARACTER op JAMES V. KING or SCOTLAND. 


[From the fame Work.] 


“ TAMES V. with a vigorous 
* J conftitution, and great ad- 
vantages of perfon, had ‘a mind 
a for affairs, and ingenious, 
He had ftudiecd the laws of his na- 
tion, and he diftributed juftice with 
a {trict impartiality. He promoted 
new manufactures, and invited fo- 
reign artificers to refide in his king- 
dom. None of his fubjects were 
refufed accefs to him; and he was 
able to maintain a familiarity with 
them without lofing his dignity. 
His munificence and liberality were 
exerted with a proper attention to 
his revenues. ‘Yhough his educa- 
tion had been neglected, he was an 
encourager of learning. Fond of 
pleafure, and prodigal of his love, 
many women of rank were feduced 
by him to admit his adreffes. Of 
his nobility he was jealous without 
fufficient grounds; and when they 
offended him, his revenge was cruel 
and impolitic. — But -his' greateit 
fault was the refpeét he entertained 
for cardinal Beaton and the clergy. 
Though moderate and even care- 
lefs in his religious principles, he 
adopted their intolerant’ fpirit, and 
forgot that a good fovereign  wiil 
hot perfevere in fupporting ancient 
fyftems of theology, when they have 
become too grofs and abfurd for the 
Underftandings of his people, 
t 


“ After the total rout of his 
army by the Englifh at Solway 
Mofs, no confolations could afford 
him any relief: no remedy could 


be pointed out to retrieve the 
wretchednefs of his fortune. He 
fled from his capital, to bury him- 


felf in the palace of Falkland. The 
agitations of his mind affected his 
body ; his ftrength was waited with 
continual anxieties and cares. Even 
the prefence of his domettics di- 
fturbed him. His fufferings during 
the day received no abatement im 
the night; his fleep was unquiet, 
his dreams frightful. ‘Abftaining 
from food, he fixed himfelf in his 
bed, a devoted victim to anguifh 
and defpair. In this miferable con- 
dition the news arrived, that the 
queen was fafely delivered at Linlith- 
gow. A gleam of joy broke in 
upon him; tor his fons James and 
Arthur were already dead. But be- 
ing told, that his child was a 
daughter, he turned his face from 
the unwelcome mefienger, and ex- 
claimed, “ This kingdom, which 
came by a woman, will go with 
oné. Many miferics wait upon it. 
Henry wiil win it by marriage, or 
make it his own by arms.” Soon 
after he had uttered thefe words, 


he expired.” 
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CHARACTER or LORD JAMES STUART. 
[From the fame Work.] 


“ HIS illuftrious man was 
the natural fon of James V. 

by Margaret, the daughter of John 
Lord Erefkine. He had been ap- 
pointed, at an early age, to the 
riory of St. Andrews; but he pot- 
feffed not that pacific mind, which, 
uninterefted in the prefent world, 
delights to look to the future, and 
to bufy itfelf in the indolent forma- 
lities of devotion. The activity of 
his nature compelled him to feek 
agitation and employment; the per- 
turbed period in which he lived, 
fupplied him with fcenes of action; 
ps | the eminence of his abilities 
difplayed itfelf. He difcovered a 
salon for liberty, and a zeal for 
religion; and he diftinguifhed him- 
felf by an opennefs hed Secetity of 
carriage. Thefe popular qualities 
pleafed the congregation, and pro- 
cured to him their confidence. ‘The 
love of liberty, however, was not, 
in him, the effect of patriotifm, but 
of pride; his zeal for religion was 
a political virtue; and under the 
appearance of opennefs and finceri- 
ty, he could conceal more fecurely 
his purpofes. Power was the idol 


which he worfhipped; and he was 
ready to acquire it by methods the 
moft criminal. He was bold, firm 
and ae His various mind 
fitted him alike for intrigue and for 
war. He was deftined to flourith 
in the midft of difficulties, His fae 
gacity enabled him to forefee dan. 
gers, his prudence to prepare tor 
them, and his fortitude to furmount 
them. ‘To his talents, his genius, 
and his refources, Scotland is in. 
debted for the Reformation. But, 
by this memorable atchievement, 
he meant nothing more than to ads 
vance himfelf in the road to great 
nefs. To this point all his actions 
were directed. It gave the limits 
to his generofity, which has been 
extolled as unbounded. His praife, 
his careffles, and his fervices, his, 
diffimulatian, his perfidioufnefs, and 
his enmities, were all facrifices to 
ainbjtion. And mifcarriage, which 
has ravifhed fo many laurels from 

reat men, did not tarnifh his glory, 
iis fuccefs was fo confpicuous, that 
he feemed to have the command of 
fortune,”’ 


— 





Some ANEcbOTEsS of the NeGocraTion between the late 
Dr. BROWN and the Court of R uss1A, relative to his 
engaging in a Plan of Education to be adopted in that Empire. 


{Froitt. the fecond Volume of the new and enlarged Edition of the 
- Biographia Britannica. J 


ee HILST Dr. Dumarefq, in 
‘ 176s, refided in Ruflia, to 
which country he had betn invited, 


in the preceding year, by the pre 
fent emprefs, to give his advice and 


afliftance for the eftablifhinent and 
res 











regulation of the feveral fchools, 
which her Imperial Majetty intend- 
edto erect in different parts of her 
dominions, he received a letter from 
a lady of moft excellent character 
and underftanding in England, in 
which was the following paffage. 
# As you with for all poffible hints 
on the fubjeét (of education) from 

rfons of wenius and literature, I 
Ee prevailed on a gentleman of 
my acquaintance to mention your 
with to Dr. Brown (the author of 
an Effay on the Characteriftics, of 
the Eftimate, and of apiece on Fac- 
tion, this laft winter, in which he 
throws out fome ideas on national 
education, in a way that made me 
fancy he might be no unufeful cor- 
refpondent to you). Dr, Brown, 
as my friend aflures me, exprefied a 
great readinefs to cnter into a cor- 
refpondence, if you think it worth 
your while, and if you will be fo 
good as to open it hy informing 
him, what fteps have been already 
taken; what are the principal difh- 
culties in the execution, as yet? 
and what kind of fcheme is already 
formed?” In confequence of this 
intelligence, Dr. Dumarefq wrote 
a letter to Dr. Brown, ftating the 
circumftances that occafioned his 
application, and the difficulties he 
found occurring, with regard to the 
— of the object for which 
¢ had been invited to Ruffia. He 
had imagined that nothing more 
would be wanted of him, than what 
concerned claffical learning, and a 
general foundation for the {ciences ; 
as that had been the common ine 
troduction to every kind of ufeful 
knowledge, in all the weftern parts 
of Europe. But on his arrival in 
Ruffis, he found that a fcheme far 
More cxicnfive was required, fuch 
as extenved not only to learning, 
COmmen:y fo calied, but alfo to 
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matters military and naval, civil 
and commercial. How to combine 
all thefe matters together, in cach 
lace of education, fo as to avoid 
th confufion and the neceflity of 
employing a great number of ine 
ftructors, where few were to be ab- 
tained who were properly qualified, 
was found peculiarly difficult. There 
were, alfo, other doubts and diffi- 
culties, relating to the objects of 
ftudy; fuch as, which of them 
were moft neceflary and proper for 
the Ruffian empuwe; what. lan- 
guages, next to the mother-tongue, 
were to be preferred; whether or 
no the firft beginnings of Latin (as 
being the beft ground for learning) 
ought to be taught to all the founs 
dationers without exception; what 

was the beft methed of teachin 
that dead language with. cafe cat 
brevity, when no more was intend- 
ed by it than to make the fcholars 
underftand their own tongue better, 
and to difcover the geniufes that 
were fitted for a learned education; 
and in what manner, and how far 
the itudents were to proceed in cach 
fcience, and the fehools to be erected, 
Thefe, and various circumftances 
befides, Dr. Dumarefg laid before 
Dr. Brown, and particularly, that 
the foundationers were tobe re- 
ceived when only five or fix years 
old, and always kept within the pre- 
cinéts of the fchool; fo as not to 
converfe even with their parents, 
but in the prefence of their inftruc- 
tors. ‘** The advice, added the docs 
tor, of ingenious public-fpirited 
perfons, like you, who look on 
themfelves as citizens of the world, 
would be very acceptable, efpecially 
tome. Vanity had but little fhare, 
and intereftednefs ftill lefs, in my en- 
tering on this tafk; and therefore, 
what I have chiefly at heart is the 
fuccefs of fo noble an MORSE ESI; 
rs 
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Dr. Dumarefq’s letter produced an 
anfwer from Dr. Brown, that fhewed 
the vigour of his mind, and the 
height to which he raifed his con- 
ceptions. He declared that no- 
thing could give him fo true a plea- 
fure as that of affifting, in any re- 
fpeét, in the improverhent of the 
morals of mankind; and that the 

rticulat account which Dr. Du- 
marefq had giveh him of the no- 
ble intentions of her Imperial Ma- 
jefty, had animated him not a little 
n the confideration of fo great a 
fubjeét, and interefted him much 
in its fuccefs. He fays farthr 
that he had, for fome years patt, 
turned both his thoughts and ftu- 
dies towards the general fubject of 
Legiflation, which had, at length, 
fo engroffed his attention, that he 
now regarded other arts and fciences 
only as they ftood related to this, 
which he thought econ: But as 
every nation 1s diitinguithed by 
fome peculiar circumftances of cli- 
mate, manners; policy, and _ reli- 
Smet and as the application of ge- 
eral principles to any particular 
cothmunity can only be juit, fo far 
as it is foutided on the knowledge 
of thefe peculiar characters; the 
doétor was, on this account, ap- 
rehenfive that it would be impof- 
fible for him, whilft at fuch.a di- 
ftance, to be very particular, with- 
out incurring the imputation, or at 
leaft, running the hazard of feem- 
ing to be chimerical and romantic, 
by propofing things perhaps imprac- 
ticable, through the want of a true 


acquaintance with the ftate of the ee 


country. However, as he was de- 
firous of treating the fubject in its 
moft compreheniive view he adds, 
that he fhould give Dr. Dumarefg 
the firft gh refult of his reflec- 
tions, which was to be regarded as 
the foundaticn of what might fol- 


low. This tketch of Dr. Brews 
plan difplays fo ftrongly- pes. . 
nefs and extent of his ideas * 
we fhall recite it in his own onde 
“I. I eontider the unlimited fove, 
Pte and power of her Imperial 
Majeity, as the chief corner ftone 
of this great defign; without which 
its progrefs muft be for ever gb. 
ftructed, by the ignorance, preju- 
dices, and vices of thofe whom ihe 
would reform. Ik. J regard the 
Greek church, eftablifhed in R uffia, 
m its clear, effential, and falutary 
principles; founded on the Gofpe] 
and fubject to the authority of her 
Imperial Majefty, as the rule by 
which all improvement in religious 
knowledge and practice is to be di- 
rected. And I look upon thefe as the 
two great engines of power, by which 
all reformations are to be accom- 
pufhed. III. It gave me a particu. 
lar fatisfaction to find that her Im- 
pertal Majeity regards a very early 
education (even from the infant 
fiate) as the only folid foundation 
of moral and religious improve- 
ment.—As I have been very harge 
on this fubjeét, in three’ Sermons 
which I publifhed, and which ex- 
preilly treat of this particular pe- 
riod and branch of education, as 
well as feveral feétions in my late 
Thoughts on Liberty and Licen- 
tioufnefs, I fhall fay no more at 
prefent on this matter; but fhall 
refer you to thefe. IV. It follows 
from thefé principles, that a proper 
and effectual edacation of the female 
{ex is one of the very firft fteps to be 
ken for the effectual improvement 
and civilization of the whole em- 
ire. For children fall inevitably 
into the hands, and under the care 
of women in their infant itate: 
therefore their firft and ttrongeft 
impreflions will be good or bad, fa- 


lutary or deftructive, according " 
the 
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the morals, character and conduct 
of thofe women under whole early 
tuition they may fall, V. Again 
it follows, that an improvement in 
the morals and knowledge of the 
clergy (if my be wanting), is an- 
other of the firft arid moft important 
fteps that fhould be attempted, to- 
wards the general civilization of the 
empire. For as they are the gene- 
ral and authorifed teachers, and 
come armed with the power of re- 
ligous principle, the influence of 
their example and doctrine muft 
ever be great. Therefore, till a 
reformation of thefe (fuppoling 
them defective) fhall in fome con- 
fiderable degree take place, the re- 
ligious power, which ought to co- 
operate with the noble and gracious 
intentions of her Imperial Majefty, 
will hang for ever as a dead weight 
upon them; will always counteract, 
and in a great degree fruftrate the 
fuecefs otf her endeavours. VI. 
Next to thofe who are authorifed 
teachers, that is, the clergy, the 
improvements in education might 
feem to be beft employed on the 
great lords and gentry of the em- 
pire. I underftand there is fome 
diftinétion of that kind among the 
higher ranks: though I know not 
in what it confifts. However that 
be, it is certain, that the example 
and influence of the higher ranks 
are univerfally fo great, that it will 
in many inftances overbear the unit- 
ed power of policy and religion; 
and therefore ought always to be 
thrown into the fame channel, and 
made to co-operate with them. 


VIl. It feems to me that the gene- 
ral civilization of the whole empire 
will flow moft etfectually from thefe 
fources. The imperial power, as 
the great and commanding {pring 
of action, directing the conduct of 
the female fex, the clergy, gentry, 
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and lords, to the defigned end of 
public happinefs, and to the ims 
provement of the children and peo- 
ple who are under their eumietiand 
influence. If the plans of civiliza- 
tion begin at a lower point than 
this, they can never rife higher: 
no more than water can be forced 
by pipesy beyond the level of the 
fourtain-head. All attempts to im- 
prove the inferior ranks will meet 
with perpetual obftructions; and 
muft, in the end, prove abortives ” 
VIII. All the plans of national edu- 
cation and policy in Europe, are fo 
miferably defective, that, in my 
humble opinion, very little is to be 
learnt from them: and, therefore, 
no great attention ought to be paid 
to them, as models of legiflative 
wifdom. They were all occationaliy 
begun, and, by ftarts, independent. 
ly of each other, eftablifhed, amid 
the darknels of barbarous ages: and 
in confequence of this, are palpably 
defective in three great and capital 
circumitances, thofe of Utility, 
Connection, and Permanency. They 
teach many things that tend to ob- 
ftruct, initead of promoting, * the 
true welfare of the refpective coun- 
tries where they are eftablifhed. 
They are fo far from having. any 
general or fufhcient connection (a 
circumftance which alone could 
reader them truly efficacious, b 
giving a capacity to the great poli- 
tical machine, to work by its own 
natural power), that their feveral 
parts often clafh, oppofe, and de. 
itroy cack other. hey have no 
permanency, becaufe there are no 
fufficient checks provided, fuch as 
might aang prevent the inroads 
of irreligion, falfe honour, felfifh- 
nefs, exceffive luxury, vice and 
profligacy; which are the natural 
enemics of all civil fociety, and 
have an unalterable tendency to its 
. ruin, 
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ruin. IX. As, therefore, hcr Imperial 
Majefty hath conceived a defign fo 
far furpafling any thing that hath 
been attempted, or thought of in 
modern Europe;. I apprehend it 
will be a matter of the higheit im- 
portance, that, in the firit great 
Outlines of a general civilization, 
thefe three capital circum{lances of 
ar Utility, Connection, and 
ermanency, be moft carefully at- 
tended to: that nothing be admit- 
ted or taught but what hath a clear 
tendency to the real benefit of the 
whole empire: that the feveral 
eftablifhments may have fuch a mu- 
tual confiftency and connection, that 
they may futtain, aflitt, and tor- 
ward each other in their operations : 
and that fuch checks may be pro- 
vided, as may give them a perma- 
nency or duration, by efectually 
preventing the inroad of fuch il 
principles and morals, as may tend 
to their deftruction. X. If Ll might 
prefume in any thing to queiton 
the conduct of fo exalted a charac- 
ter as that of Peter the Great, | 
would propofe it as a doubt, whe- 
ther the want of fuch a general aml 
connected plan of civilization was 
not a leading caufe of that ineflicacy 
and partial fuccefs which attended 
many of his -beft intended inttitu- 
tions. XI. The principal and mott 
important ettablifhments to be built 
on thefe foundations, and fupported 
- far as poflible) by a correfpon- 
ent education of children through 
the empire, may feem chiefly to 
relate, 1. To Morals. 2. To Re- 
ligion. 3. ToLaws. 4. To Agri- 
culture. 5. To Commerce. 6. To 
Arts. 7. To Sciences. 8. To Po- 
pulation. 9g. To Defence of the 
Empire. 

“ ] perceive that Peter the Great, 
had formed fome very wife eitab- 
lithments relative to religion and 
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laws; and likewife touched occa 
fionally upon fome other of the ar. 
ticles above mentioned. So a, 
thee eftabiifhments can be broy tt 
in, Or improved, {6 as to ty 
part of fuch an extended plan as 
here propofed, it will be highly 
proper, on many «accounts, to re 
tain and adopt them. But the for. 
mation of a General Codec, which 
flrould be confiftent with itfelf in all 
its parts, and in all thefe eflentigl 
articles, and tend to their mutual 
fupport, and tothe utility and pers 
manency of the empire through fucs 
ceeding ages, can only be the refult 
of a perfonal infpection and expes 
rience in the prefent leading cir. 
cumttances and characters of the 
Kutlian empire. XII, Such a code 
ought not only to refpect the pre: 
fent ftate of the empire, but ought 
allio to be fo framed, as to expand 
and fuit itfelf to every degree of 
miprovement and civilization, which 
future times might produce: con- 
taming in itfelf, likewife, all pof- 
fible fecunties, which might check 
the progrefs of things, fhould they 
ever arrive at that point, which (if 
not guarded againit) 1s the fure 
forcrunner of national mifery and 
ruin. 

** Such then is the general outs 
line of the plan which I fhould pre- 
fume to propofe for the accomplith- 
ment of the great defigns of her Im- 
perial Majefty. And it appears to 
me, that the Ruffian empire is at 
pee in that ftate of manners, 

nowledge, and policy, which ren- 
ders it moft fufceptible of fuch a 
general improvement and civiliza- 
tion a8 are here pointed out, 1 will 
add, that 1 know of no other that 
is fo. For moft other nations are 
either too much funk in barbarifm, 
or too deeply tinétured with prior 


inftitutions, or they want the great 
4 con- 
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ing Imperial Power, which 
Seca bed the whole together. 
But the Ruffian em ire hath (in 
many parts of it) fo far emerged 
from barbarifm as to be fenfible of 
jts own defects: and yet hath not 
fo ftrongly, or univerfally, received 
any difcordant inftitutions or im- 
refions, which may not gradually 
rooted out, or melted into the 
general plan of civilization ; while 
the great fountain of power, her 
Imperial Majefty, leads the way in 
this grand ‘ and unequalled under- 
taking.” ; 
“Dr. Brown goes on to acquaint 


Dr. Dumarefq, that to bear any’ 


art in fo noble a defign, ought 
ferely to be the ambirion of every 
friend of mankind; and that, to 
this end, he offered, with zeal, any 
fmall afliftance he might be capable 
ofgiving. ‘If, fays he, the ge- 
neral plan which I have fketched 
out fhould be thought worthy the 
attention of her Imperial Majefty, 
I fhould not fcruple to take a voyage 
to St. Peterfourg ata proper feafon, 
in order more effectually to throw 
inmy mite towards its completion, 
and actual accomplifhment ; by more 
maturely weighing its feveral parts 
along with you and other capable 
perfons on the fpot; and by making 
myfelf more intimately and _per- 
fonally acquainted with the man- 
ners and character of the Ruffian 
empire ; provided I may be made 
certain of being favourably re- 
ceived, and honoured with the pro- 
tection of her Imperial Majefty. 
On the other hand, if this plan be 
fo far beyond what has been thought 
of, as to be judged totally imprac- 
ticable, I fhall with pleafure com- 
municate to you any thoughts which 
your laft letter, or any future one, 
may fuggett, towards a lefs enlarged 
{cheme ot national education.” 


1700. 
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“ The letter, of which we have 
given an account, feems to have 
thrown Dr, Dumarefq into no {mall 
degree of perplexity. He had de- 
fired Dr. Brown’s advice relative to 
the eftablifhment of fchools; bne 
our author’s lively imagination led 
him to a much larger plan, even 
the civilization, and, indeed, the 
legiflation of the whole Ruffian em- 
pire. In forming this plan, he laid 
more ftrefs upon the fupport, effi- 
cacy, andenergy of abfolute power 
in princes, when exercifed in a good 
coufe, than experience would jufti- 
fy; and he was ready to imagine, 
that the bulk of the Ruffian nation, 
emerging out of barbarifm, was like 
a Yabula rafa, upon which an 
characters might be written, e 
became afterwards fenfible that he 
was miftaken in thefe refpects. Dr. 
Dumarefq, before he took any par- 
ticular meafures with regard to Dr. 
Brown’s letter, thought proper to 
confult with Monf. Muller, who 
was aflociated with him in the de- 
liberations concerning the fchools 
proper to be eftablifhed, and who 
had lately refided at Mofcow. In 
writing to this gentleman, Dr. Du- 
marefq ftated, with great refpect to 
the abilities and character of Dr. 
Brown, the difficulties which oc- 
curred to his own mind with regard 
to the praéticability of the plan fug- 
gefted, and defired Monf. Muller’s 
advice upon the fubjeét. Profeffor 
Muller, howevery not caring to 
hazard his fentiments, by the pott, 
on a queftion which certain circum- 
{tances rendered a delicate. one, re- 
turned only a very general and in- 
determinate anfwer. Other friends, 
with whom Dr. Dumarefq confult- 
ed on the occafion, were divided in 
their opinions. At length, he took 
the refolution of tranflating Dr. 
Brown’s propofal into French, and 

D pre- 
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prefixing to them a fair, plain,. and 
{hort account of the manner /ow, 
and the perfon from whom they 
came into his hands, without in- 
terpofing his own judgment. All 
this he did, and delivered to Mont, 
de Panin, who fhewed it to her Im- 
perial Majefty, the refult of which 
was a meflage to Dr. Brown, to the 
following effect: ‘That the Emprefs 
was much pleafed with his letter ; 
and that, «as it contained many 
things which deferved attention, 
but were fuch as he could not well 
know, at that diftance, whether they 
were fuitable to Rutha, and as the 
had a very favourable opinion of 
him, and withed to conter with 
hin; therefore it would be very 
agreeable to her,. if he would come 
-over to St. Peterfburg, as foon as 
conveniently might be, in order to 
éonfider farther of thote 
M. de Panin himlelf was to have 


matters. 


tran{fmitted this meflage from the 
Emprefs directly to Dr Brown ; 


but being, at that time, extremely 
bufy,. he delegated the commuillion 
to Dr. Dumarefqg, who, that no 
miftakes might be committed in an 


alluir of fo delicate a nature, read 
the whole letter in which the met: 
{i Cc Was fent (Or bather a literal 
trantlaiion of at into French) to his 


( xeclleney, for his 
AN invitation liluitrious a 
woman as the prefent eniprels of 
Roufha, tO pay a viht to hes court, 
lor the purpole ot promotung to 
yroeat an object “as the neral 


} 
approodsyi ie 


irom to 
° 


ijil- 
provement of the empire, was re- 
ceived with no fmall pleafure by 
Dr. Brown. In hig aaiwer to Dr. 
Dumareh)’s. letcer, he exprefles his 
tenfe of the honeur done him by 
the cimprels, and obferves, that, as 
he Was not eahly dik ved in 


? 
Miia 


chines of this nature, when the ln-’ 


pezial power gave lum {ome ground 
5 
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to ftand upon, he was not Without 
hopes that fomething materi 


be done; al might 


at leatt that fome ttrony 
and enlarged foundations might ~ 
laid tor future improvements in the 
Ruffian empire 
: ae | letter from Dr. Dumarefy 
inreturn, written after his arrival 
in england, and principally con- 
taining fome directions and advices 
to Dr. Brown, with regard to the 
method in which it would be beg 
for him to make his intended yoy. 
age, clo'ed the correfpondcnce be. 
tween thefe two gentlemen. In the 
mean time, Dr. Brown acquainted 
the Ruthan court with his defign of 
complying with the Emprefs’s ivi 
tation, and received an anfwer from 
M. de Panin, fignitying how much 
her Imperial Majefty was pleated 
with his intention, and informing 
hin, that fhe had ordered a thou- 
fund pounds fterlungt to be remitted 
to hin, by her miniiter in London 
(M. Poufchkin), 


of his journey. 


for the CX pehees 
M. Poulchkin was 
likewile directed, as Dr. Brown was 
one. of his majetty’s chaplains 1 or- 
dinary, to afk the King’s permitlion 
tor the doétor’s going over to Kul- 
lia, which appears to have been 
readily granted. In conlequenee ot 
all theie proceedings, our author 
uthy fet huntelt to prepare ior 
his journey. But while he was 
thus intent upon a fcheme which 
was fo flattering to his imagination, 
he did not fuihciently reflect, tnat 
the ftate of his health was by no 
means fuitable to fuch an expeai- 
tion. He was fubject to attacks of 
the yout and rheumatifm, and had 
had an attack of this kind not long 
betore he received M. de Panin’s 
letter. After the receipt of that 
letter, and when he was almoft on 
the point of fetting out for ot Fe 
te,iburg, his diforder returned Upon 
, him 


; 
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him with great violence. In this 
fituation of things, his friends took 
the alarm. ‘They juflly apprehend- 
ed that fo long a journey, at the 
jatter end of the year, to fuch a 
climate as that of Rutlia, might be 
hurtful, in the higheit degree, non 
his heakh and conttitution. In- 
fluenced, therefore, by the advices 
and perfuafions of his medical and 
other acquaintance, Dr. Brown de- 


termined to lay afide his defign of 


going over to Ruffia ; with a pur- 

fe, however, of refuming it in 
the following fpring, in cafe it 
fhould be thought expedient by her 
Imperial Majefty. Dr. Brown re- 
turned the money which had been 
advanced to him, deduéting only 
fome extraordinary expences. His 
enemies, it feems, intfinuated that 
he had appropriated to himfelf the 
thoufand pounds ailigned for his 
journey, and then found it conve- 
nient not to go. But nothing could 
be more falfe than fuch an infinua- 
tion. The do¢tor was a man of 
the ftriéteft private integrity ; and 
all who were acquainted with him 
knew that he was tar above any pe- 
cuniary meannefs. ‘That he had 
not quitted the thoughts of being 
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ferviceable to Ruflia, is manife 
from a long letter which he wrote 
to the Emprefs, after he had de- 
clined going over to St. Peterfburg. 
In this letter, which does great ho- 
nour to his abilities, he confines 
himfelt chiefly to the fubject of 
education, and points out fome ex- 
cellent methods of improwing it in 
the Ruffian empire. 

* Thus oad Dr. Brown’s ne- 
gociation with the court of Ruflia, 
which was fo much fpoken of at the 
time, though but little underftood. 
The affair, taken in all its ctreum- 
ftances, did, no doubt, greatly 
agitate his mind; and his being 
obliged, at length, to give up the 
journey, muft have beca no finall 
difappointment to a man of his fan- 
guine temper, Thijs difappoint- 
ment, concurring with his ftate of 
health in general, and accom- 
panied, perhaps, with a recollece 
tion of the other failures that had 
happened to him in his expecta. 
tions and wifhes, was followed by a 
dejection of fpirits, which caufed 
him to put a period to his own 
life, on the 23d of September, 
1766, in the fifty-firlt year of his 


9 
age. 
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Somz ACCOUNT or true MANNERS or tre VENETIANS, 


[From Dr. Moore’s View of Society and Manners in Italy. } 


¢ Ww Am very fenfible, that it re- 

I quires a longer refidence at 
Venice, and better opportunities 
than I have had, to enable me to 
ive a character of the Venetians. 
But were I to form an idea of them 
from what I have feen, I fhould 
paint them as a lively ingenious 
people, extravagantly fond of public 
amufements,” with an uncommon 
relifh for humour, and yet more ar- 
tached to the real enjoyments of 
life, than to thofe which depend on 
oftentation, and proceed from va- 
nity. 

“* The common people of Venice 
difplay fome qualities very rarely to 
be found in that fphere of life, be- 

ing remarkably fober, obliging to 
ftrangers, and gentle in their inter- 
courte with each other. The Ve- 
netians in general are tall and well 
made. Though equally robuft, they 
are not fo corpulent as the Germans. 
The latter alfo are of fair complexi- 
ons, with light-grey or blue eyes ; 
whereas the Venetians are for the 
mott part of a ruddy brown colour, 
with dark eyes. You meet in the 
{treets of Venice many fine manly 
countenances, refembling thote 
tranfinitted to us by the pencils of 
Paul Veronefe and Titian. The 


women are of a fine ftyle of counte- 
nance, with expreflive features, and 





a fkin of rich carnation. They 
drefs their hair in a fanciful manner, 
which becomes them very much. 
They are of an eafy addrefs, and 
have no averfion to cultivating an 
acquaintance with thofe ftrangers, 
who are prefented to them by their 
relations, .or have been properly re. 
commended. 

‘Strangers are under lefs re. 
ftraint here, in many particulars, 
than the native inhabitants. I have 
known fome, who, after having 
tried moft of the capitals of Europe, 
have preferred to live at Venice, on 
account of the variety of amufe 
ments, the gentle manners of the 
inhabitants, and the perfect freedom 
allowed in every thing, except in 
blaming the meafures of Govern- 
ment. I have already mentioned 
in what manner the Venetians are 
in danger of being treated who give 
themfelves that liberty. 

“‘ The houfes are thought incon- 
venient by many of the Englifh: 
they are better calculated, however, 
for the climate of Italy, than if they 
were built according to the London 
model, which, I fuppofe, is the 
plan thofe critics approve. The 
floors are of a kind of red plaifter, 
with a brilliant gloffy furface, much 
more beautiful than wood, and far 
preferable in cale of fire, whole 
progrefs 
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progrefs they are calculated to 
The principal apartments are 
on the fecond floor. The Venetians 
feldom inhabit the firft,- which is 
often entirely filled with lumber; 

rhaps, they prefer the fecond, 
Peaute it is fartheft removed from 
the moifture of the lakes ; or per- 
haps they prefer it, becaufe it is 
better lighted, and more cheerful ; 
or they may have fome better reafon 
for this preference than I am ac- 
uainted with, or can imagine. 
Though the inhabitants of Great 
Britain make ufe of the firft floors 
for their chief apartments, this does 
not form a complete demonitration 
that the Venetians are in the wrong 
for preterring the fecond. When 
an acute fenfible people univerfally 
follow one cuftom, in a mere matter 
of conveniency, however abfurd 
that cuftom may appear in the eyes 
of a itranger at firft fight, it will 
enerally be found, that there is 
te real advantage in it, which 
compenfates all the apparent incon- 
veniencies. 

“ The number of playhoufes in 
Venice is very extraordinary, con- 
fidering the fize of the town, which 
is not thought to contain above one 
hundred and fifty thoufand inhabi- 
tants, yet there are eight or nine 
theatres here, including the opera- 
houfes. You pay a trifle at the 
door for admittance; this entitles 
you to go into the pit, where you 
may look about, and determine 
what part of the houfe you will tit 
in. There are rows of chairs placed 
in the front of the pit, next the 
orcheftra; the feats of thefe chairs 
are folded to their backs, and faften- 
ed by a lock. Thofe who choofe 
to take them, pay a little more mo- 
ney to the door-keeper, who imme- 
diatcly unlocks the feat. Very de- 
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cent-looking le occupy thefe 
chairs ; but he bh part’ of the 
pit is filled with footmen and gon- 
doleers, in their common working 
clothes. The nobility, and better 
fort of citizens, have boxes retained 
for the year; but there are always 
a fufficient number to be let to 
ftrangers: the price of thefe varies 
every night, according to the feafon 
of the year, and the piece acted, 

** A Venetian playhoufe has a dif- 
mal appearance in the eyes of peo- 
ple accuftomed to the brilliancy of 
thofe of London. Many of the 
boxes are fo dark, that the faces of 
the company in them can hardly be 
diftinguifhed at a little diftance, 
even when they do not wear matks, 
The flage, however, is well illumi- 
nated, fo that the people in the 
boxes can fee, perfectly well, every 
thing that is tranfacted there: and 
when they choofe to be feen them- 
felves, they order lights into their 
boxes. Between the acts you fome- 
times fee ladies walking about with 
their Cavalieri Servantés, in the 
back part of the pit, when it is not 
crowded, As they are mafked, they 
do not fcruple to reconnoitre the 
company with their {pytng-glaffes, 
from this place: when the play ’be- 
gins, they return to their boxes. 
This continual moving about from 
box to box, and between the boxes 
and the pit, muft create fome con- 
fufion, and, no. doubt, is difagree- 
able to tho‘e who attend merely on 
account of the piece. There muft, 
however, be found fome douceur in 
the midit of all this obfcurity and 
confufion, which, in the opinion 
of the majority of the audience, 
overbalances thefe obvious incon- 
veniencies. 

*“ You have heard, no doubt, of 
thofe little apartments, near St. 
Mark’s Place, called Caffinos. They 
Ss have 
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have the misfortune to labour under 
a very bad reputation; they are ac- 
cufed of being temples entirely con- 
fecrated to lawlefs love, and a thou- 
fand feandalous tales are told. to 
ftrangers concerning them. Thofe 
tales are certainly not believed by 
the Venctians themfelves, the proof 
of. which is, that the Caffinos are al- 
lowed to exift: for I hold it perfectly 
abfurd to imagine, that men would 
fuffer their wives to enter fuch 
places, if they were not convinced 
that thofe ftories were ill-founded: 
nor can 1 believe, after all we have 
heard of the profligacy of Venctian 
manners, that women, even of in- 
diflerent reputations, would attend 
Caffinos in the open manner they 
do, if it were underftood that more 
liberties were taken with them there 
than elfewhere. 

“ The op ning before St. Mark’s 
church 18 the eniy place in Venice 
where a great number of people can 
ailemble. Itis the tafhion to walk 
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here a great part of the evening, to 
enjoy the mufic, and other amufe. 
ments: and although there are Cof. 
fee-houfes, and Venetian manners 
permit ladies, as well as gentlemen 
to frequent them, yet it was natural 
for the noble and mott Wealthy to 
prefer little apartments of their own 
where, without being expofed to 
intrufion, they may entertain a few 
friends in amore eafy and uncere. 
monious manner than they could de 
at their palaces. Inftead of going 
home to a formal fupper, and re. 
turning afterwards to this place of 
amufement, they order coffee, les 
monade, fruit, and other refrefh- 
ments, to the Caflino, 

* That thefe little apartments 
may be oceafionally ufed for the 
purpofes of intrigue, is not impro. 
bable ; but that this is the ordinary 
and avowed purpofe tor which they 
are frequented is, of all things, the 
leaft credible,” 
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{ From the fame Work. ] 


OF 
sé HFE inhabitants of this town 


are computed at three hun- 
dred and fifty thoufand. I make no 
doubt of their wmnounting to that 
number; for though Naples is not 
one third of the fize of London, 
yet many of the ttreets here are 
more crowded than'the Strand. In 
London and Paris, the people who 
fill the {lreets ave .mere pallengers, 
hurrving from place to place on 
bulincls ; and when they choofe to 
converie, or to amufe themfelves, 
they refort to the public walks or 
gardens: at Naples, the citizens 


have fewer avocations of bufinefs 
to excite their activity; no public 
walks, or gardens, to which they 
can refort; and are, therefore, more 
frequently feen fauntering and con- 
veriing in the ftrcets, where a great 
proportion of the pooreft fort, for 
want of habitations, are obliged to 
fpend the night as well as the day. 
While you fit in your chamber at 
London, or at Paris, the ufual note 
vou hear from the ftreets, is that ot 
carriages: but at Naples, where 
they talk with uncommon vivacity, 
and Where whole ftreets full of taik- 
Crs 








ers are in continual employment, 
the noife of carriages 1s completely 
drowned in the aggregated clack of 
human voices. In the midit of all 
this idlenets, fewer riots or outrages 
of any kind happen, than might 
be expected im a town where the 

lice is far from being ftrict, and 
where fuch multitudes of poor un- 
employed people meet together 
every day. ‘This partly proceeds 
from the national character of the 
Italians ; which, in my opinion, is 
quict, fubmillive, and averfe to riot 
or fedition; and partly to the com- 
yon people being univerfally fober, 
and never inflamed with ftrong and 
fpirituous liquors, as they are in the 
northern countrics. Iced water and 
lemonade are among the luxuries of 
the loweft vulgar; they are carried 
about in little barrels, and fold in 
halfpenny’s worth. The half naked 
lazznvone is often tempted to fpend 
the finall pittance deitined for the 
maintenance of his family, on this 
bewitching beverage, as the moft 
diflolute of the low people in Lon- 
doa ipend their wages on gin and 
brandy ; to that the fame extrava- 
gaace Which cools the mob of the 
one city, tends to inflame that of 
the other to acts of excefs and bru- 
tality. 

“There is not, perhaps, a city 
in the world, with the fame number 
of inhabitants, in which fo few con- 
tribute to the wealth of the commu- 
nity by ufetul, or by produ¢tive la- 
bour, as Naples; but the numbers 
of pricfts, monks, fiddlers, lawyers, 
nobility, footmen, and lazzaronis, 
furpats all reafonable proportion ; 
the laft alone are computed at thirty 
or forty thoufand. If thefe poor 


fellows are idle, it is not their own 
fault: they are continually running 
about the ‘ftreets, as we are told of 
the artificers of China; offering 
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their fervice, and begging for em- 
ployment; and are confidered, by 
many, as of more real utility than 
any ot the claffes above-mentioned. 

“The Neapolitan nobility are 
exceflively fond of fplendour and 
fhow. This appears in the bril- 
lancy of their equipages, the nume- 
ber of their attendants, the richnefs 
ot their drefs, and the grandeur of 
their titles. 

“I am affured, that the King of 
Naples counts a hundred perfons 
with the title of prince, and {till a 
greater number with that of Duke, 
among his fubjects. Six or feven 
of thefe have cftates, which pro- 
duce trom ten to twelve or thirteen 
thoufand pounds a year; a confi- 
derable number have fortunes of 
abour half that value; and the an- 
nual revenue of many is not above 
one or two thoufand pounds, With 
refpect to the inferior orders of no- 
bility, they are much poorer; many 
Counts and Marquilles have not 
above three or four hundred pounds 
a year of paternal eflate, many full 
leis, and not a few enjoy the ttle 
without any eflate whatever. 

‘¢ When we confider the magni- 
ficence of their entertainments, the 
fplendour of their equipages, and 
the number of their fervants, we 
are furprifed that the richeft of them 
can fupport fuch expentive eftablifh- 
ments. idined, foon after our ar- 
rival, atthe Prince of Franca Villa’s: 
there were about forty people at 
table ; it was meagre day ; the din- 
ner confifted entirely of fifh and ve- 
getables, and was the moft magnifi- 
cent entertainment I ever faw, com- 
prehending an infinite variety of 
dithes, a vaft profufion of fruit, and 
the wines of every country in~ Ku- 
rope. I dined fince at the Prince 
lacei’s. I fhall mention two cir- 
cumitances, from which you may 
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~ form an idea of the grandeur of an 
Italian palace, and the number of 
domeftics which fome of the nobi- 
lity retain. We pafled through 
twelve or thirteen large rooms before 
we arrived at the dining-room: there 
were thirty-fix perfons at table; none 
ferved but the Prince’s domettics, 
and each gueft had a footman be- 
hind his chair; other domeftics- be- 
longing to the Prince remained in 
the adjacent rooms, and in the hall. 
We afterwards paffed through a 
confiderable number of other rooms 
in our way to one from which there 
is a very commanding view. 

‘“ No eftate in England could 
fupport fuch a number of fervants, 
aid and fed as Englifl fervants are; 
bat here the wages are very mode- 
rate indeed, and the greater number 
of men fervants, belonging to the 
firft families, give their attendance 
through the day only, and find 
beds and provitions for themfelves, 
It muft be remembered, alfo, that 
few of the nobles give entertain- 
ment:, and thofe who do not, are 
faid to live very fparingly ; fo that 
the whole of their revenue, what- 
ever that may be, is exhaufted on 
articles of fhow, 

** When there is no Opera 
the people of fafhion generally pafs 
art of the evening at the Corfo, 
on the fea-fhore. ‘This is the great 
feene of Neapolitan fplendour and 
arade; and, on grand occafions, 
the magnificence diiplayed here will 
{trike a ftranger very much. The 
finest carriages are painted, gilt, 
varnifhed, and lined, in a richer and 
more beautiful manner, than has as 
_ become fafhionable either in 
England or France; they are often 
drawn by fix, and fometimes by 
eight horfes. As the laft is the 


number allotted to his Britannic 
Majefty when he goes to parliament, 
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fome of our countrymen 

ed that any individuals Me 
fhould prefume to drive with he 
fame number. 

** It is the mode here 

two running footmen, cictaglt. 
dreffed, before the carriage eA 
three or four fervants in rich live 
ries behind; thefe attendants ie 
generally the handfomett young men 
that can be procured. “The ladies 
or gentlemen within the coaches 
glitter in all the brilliancy of lace, 
embroidery, and jewels. “The Ne. 
apolitan carriages, for gala days, are 
made on purpofe, with very large 
windows, that the fpectators may 
enjoy «a full view of the parties 
within. Nothing can be tore 


‘fhowy than the harnefs of the 


horfes: their heads and manes are 
ornamented with the rareft plumage, 
and their tails fet off with riband 
and artificial flowers, in fuch a 
graceful manner that you are apt-to 
think they have been adorned by 
the fame hands that dreffed the heads 
of the ladies, and not by common 
grooms. 
_ “ After all, you will perha 
imagine the amufement cannot be 
very great. The carriages follow 
each other in two lines, moving in 
oppofite directions. The company 
within fmile, and bow, and wave 
the hand, as they pafs and repafs 
their acquaintance; and doubtlefs 
imagine, that they are the moft im- 
portant figures in the proceffion, 
The hories,, however, feem to be 
quite of a different way of thinking, 
and to confider themfelves as the 
chief objects of admiration, looking 
on the livery fervants, the volantis, 
the lords, and the ladies, as their 
natural fuite on all fuch folemn oc- 
cafions. 

“© The citizens of Naples form a 


fociety of their own, perfectly 
diftinct 








-.% from the nobility; and al- 
though they are not the mott induf- 
erious people in the world, yet, 
having fome degree of occupation, 
and their time being divided be- 
tween bufinefs and pleafure, they 
probably have more enjoyment than 
thofe, who, without internal re- 
fources, of opportunines of active 
exertion, pafs rheir lives in fenfual 
gratifications, and in waiting the re: 
turns of appetite around a gaming 
table. ‘In the moft re{pectable clats 
of citizens, are comphrehended the 
lawyers, of whom there are an in- 
credible number in this town. The 
mott eminent of this profeffion hold, 
indeed, a kind of intermediate rank 
between the nobility and citizens: 
the reft are on a level with the phy- 
ficians, the prineipal merchants, 
and the artifts; none of whom can 
make great fortunes, however in- 
duftrious they may be; but a mode- 
rate income enables them to fupport 
their rank in fociety, and to enjoy 
all the conveniences, and many of 
the luxuries, of life. 

“ The richeft and moft commo- 
dious convents in Europe, both for 
male and female votaries, are in this 
city; the moft fertile and beautiful 
hills of the environs are covered 
with them; a {mall part of their 
revenue is {pent in feeding the poor, 
the monks diftributing bread and 
foup to a certain number every day 
before the doors of the convents. 
Some of the friars fludy phyfic and 
furgery, and practife thefe arts with 
great applaufe. “Each convent has 
an apothecary’s fhop belonging to 
it, where medicines are delivered 
gratis to the poor, and fold to thofe 
whocan afford to pay. On all thefe 
accounts the monks in general are 
greater favourites with the common 
people than even the fecular clergy: 
all the charity of the friars, however, 
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would not be able to cover their 
fins, if the ftories circulated by their 
enemies were true,—by which they 
are reprefented as the greateft pro- 
fligates and debauchees in the world, 
Without giving credit to all that is 
reported on this fubject, as the Ne- 
apolitan monks are very well fed, 
as this climate is not the moft fa- 
vourable to continency (a virtue 
which in this place is by no means 
eftimated in proportion to its rarity), 
it is moft likely that the inhabitants 
of the convents, like the inhabitants 
in general, indulge in certain plea- 
fures with lefs fcruple or reftraint 
than is ufual in fome other places. 
Be that as it may, it is certain that 
they are the moft fuperttitious of 
mankind; a turn of mind which 
they communicate with equal zeal 
and fuccefs to a people remarkably 
ignorant, and remarkably amorous. 
The feeds of fuperftition thus zeal. 
oufly fown on fuch a warm and fer. 
tile, though uncultivated, . foil, 
fometimes produce the moft extra.’ 
ordinary crops of fenfuality and de- 
votion that ever were feen in any 
country. 

*« The lazzaroni, or black-guards, 
as has been already shtavel form 
a confiderable part of the inhabit- 
ants of Naples; and have, on fome 
well-known occafions, had the go- 
vernment for a fhort time in their 
own hands. They are computed at 
above thirty thoufand; the great- 
er part have no dwelling-houfes, 
but fleep every night under porti- 
cos, piazzas, or any kind of fhelter 
they can find. Thofe of them who 
have wives and children, live in the 
fuburbs of Naples near Paufilippo, 
in huts, or in caverns or chambers 
dug out of that mountain. Some 
gain a livelihood by fifhing, others 
by carrying burdens to and from 
the fhipping; many walk about the 
firects 
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ftreets ready to runon errands, or 
to perform any labour in their pow- 
er for a very fmall recompence. 
As.they donot meet with conftant 
employment, their wages are not 
fufficient for their maintenance: the 
foup and bread‘ diftributed’ at the 
door of the convents fupply the 
deficiency. The lazzaroni are ge- 
nerally reprefented as a lazy, li- 
centious and turbulent fet of peo- 
ple; what I have obferved gives 
me a very different idea of their 
charafter. Their idlenefs is evi- 
dently the effect of neceflity, not 
of choice: they are always ready 
to perform any work, however la- 
borious, for a very reafonable gra- 
tification. It muft proceed from 
the fault of government, when fuch 
a, number of ftout active citizens 
remain unemployed; and fo far are 
they from being licentious and tur- 


bulent, that 1 cannot help thinking 


they are by much too tame and 
fubmiffive. Though the inhabit- 
ants of the Italian cities were the 
firft who fhook off the feudal yoke, 
and though in Naples they have 
long enjoyed the privilege of mu- 
nicipal jurifdiction, yet the exter- 
nal fplendour of the nobles, and 
the authority they {till excercile 
over the peafants, impofe upon the 
minds of the lazzaroni; and how- 
ever bold and refentful they may 
be ‘of injuries offered by others, 
they bear the infolence of the no- 
bility as paffively as peafants fixed 
to the foil. A coxcomb of a vo- 
lanti tricked out in his fantattical 
drefs, or any of the liveried flaves 
of the great, make no ccremony of 
treating thefe poor fellows with all 
the infolence and infenfibility na- 


tural to. their mafters; and for no 
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vifible reafon, but becauf, 
dreffed ‘in dace, | , 
rags. Inftead 
ry make way, whent 
from: Nenting the’ appr non Peet 
! pproach of the 
carriage, a ftroke acrofs the fhould 
ers with the cane of the funnine 
footman, is the ufual warning thee 
receive, Nothing animates. this 
people to infurrection, but fome 
very prefling and very univerfyl 
caufe; fuch as a fcarcity of bread: 
every other grievance they bear ag 
if it were their charter. When we 
confider thirty thoufand human creas 
tures without beds or habitations 
wandering almoft naked in fearch 
of food through the ftreets of a 
well built city ; when we think of 
the opportunities they have of being 
together, of comparing their own 
deftititte fituation with the affluence 
of others, one cannot help being 
aftonifhed at their patience. 

“ Let the prince be dittinguithed 
by fplendour and magnificence; let 
the great and the rich have their 
luxuries; but, in the name of hu- 
manity, let the poor, who are will- 
ing tO labour, have food in abun- 
dance to fatisfy the cravings of 
nature, and raiment to defend 
them trom the inclemencies of the 
weather ! 

“¢ Tf their governors, whether 
from weakuefs or neglect, do not 
fupply them with thefe, they cer- 
tainly have a right to help them- 
felves —Every law of equity and 
common fenfe will juttify them, in 
revolting againft fuch governors, 
and in fatisfying their own wants 
from the fuperfluitics of lazy lux- 


»? 


ury, 


he ig 
and the ‘others iq 
of calling to them 


he noife in the 


Acccount 








MANNERS ofr NATIOWSi:« 


[59], 


Account of the MANNERS and CUSTOMS of the Inhabitants...of th . 
FOX ISLANDS, lately vifited by the Russians. 


er 


[ From Coxe’s Account of the Russtaw Difcoveries, between Asra _ 
and America. ] o 


“ HE Fox Iflands are in ge- 
neral very populous: Una- 
lafbka, which is the largeft ifland, 
is fuppofed to contain feveral thou- 
fand whabitants. Thefe favages 
live together in feparate communi- 
ties, compofed of fifty, and fome- 
times of two or even three hundred 
perfons; they dwell in large caves, 
from jorty to eighty yards long, 
from fix to eight broad, and from 
four to five high. The roof of 
thefe caves is a kind of wooden grate, 
which is firil ipread over with a 
layer of grafs, andthen covered with 
earth, Several openings are made 
in the top, through which the in- 
habitants go up and down by lad- 
ders: the {malleft dwellings, have 
two or three entrances of this’ fort, 
and the large(t five or fix,,, Each 
cave is divided into a certain num- 
ber of partitions, which are appro- 
priated to the feveral families; and 
thefe partitions are marked by means 
of flakes driven intothe earth. The 
men and women fit on the ground; 
and the children lie down, having 
their legs bound together under 
them, in order to make them. learn 
to fit upon their hams. 
_ “ Although no fire is ever. made 
in thefe caves, they are generally 
fo warm, that both. fexes. fit naked. 
Thefe people obey the calls of na- 
ture openly, and without efteeming 
it indecent.. They wath themfelves 
firft with their own urine, and after- 
wards with water. In winter they 


go always bare-footed; and when 
they want to warin themfelves, ef- 





pecially, before they go to fleep, 
they fet fire to ary. grat and walk. 
over it. Their habitations being 
almoft dark, they ufe, particularly, 
in winter, a fort of large lamps, made 
by hollowing out a ftone, into which 
they put a rufh-wick and burn train- 
oil, A ftone fo hollowed, is. called 
tfaaduck. The, natives are whites 
with black hair; they have flat faces, 
and are of good ftature. The men 
fhave with a fharp ftone or knife the, 
circumference and top of the head, 
and let the hair which remains. hang 
from the crown. The women cut 
their hair in a ftraight line over the 
forchead ; behind they let it grow to 
a confiderable length, and te it in 
abunch. Some of the men wear 
their beards; others fhave or pull 
them out by the roots. 

“ They mark various figures on 
their faces, the backs of their hands, 
and lower parts of their arms, by 
pricking them firft with a needic, and 
then rubbing the parts with a fort of 
black clay. They make three in- 
cifions in the under-lip; they place 
in the middle one a flat bone, or a 
{mall coloured ftone; and in each 
of the fide ones they fix a long 
pointed piece ot bone, which bends 
and reaches almoft to the ears. 
‘They hkewife make a hole through 
the griftle of the nofe into which 
they put a fimall piece of bone in 
fuch a manner as to keep the nof- 
trils extended, They alfo pierce 
holes. in their ears, and wear in 
them what little ornaments they can 


procure, ; 
“ Their 


(60) 


“ Their drefs confifts of.a cap and 
a fur-coat, which reaches down to 
the knee: Some of them wear com- 
mon caps of a party-coloured bird- 
fkin, upon which they leave part 
of the’ wings and tail. On the fore- 

of their hunting and fifhing 
caps they place a fimall board like a 
fereen, adorned with the jaw-bones 
of fea-bears, and ornamented with 
lafs-beads, which they receive in 
arter from the Ruffians. At their 
feftivals and dancing parties they 
ufe a much more fhowy fort of caps. 
Their fur-coats are made like fhirts, 
being clofe behind and before, and 
are put on over the head. The 
drefs of the men is made of bird- 
fkins, that of the women of fea-ot- 
ters and fea-bears. Thefc’ fkins are 
dyed with a fort of red earth, and 
neatly fewed with finews, and or- 
namented with various ftripes of fea- 
otter fkins and leathern fringes. 
They have alfo upper garments 
made of the inteftines of the largeft 
fea-calves and fea-lions. 

“ Their veffels confift of two 
forts: the larger are leathern boats 
or braidars, which have oars on both 
fides, and are capable of holding 
thirty or forty people. The fmall- 
er veflels are rowed with a double 
paddle, and refemble the canoes of 
the Greenlanders, containing only 
one or two perfons: they never weigh 
above thirty pounds, being nothing 
but a thin fkeleton of a boat cover- 
ed with leather. In thefe however 
they pafs from one ifland to an- 
other, and even venture out to fea 
to a confiderable diitance. In calm 
weather they go out in them to 
catch turbot and cod with bone- 
hooks “ind lines made of finews or 
fea-weed. They ftrike fifh in the 
rivulets with darts. Whales and 
other fea-animals thrown afhore by 
the waves are carefully looked after, 
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and no part of them is loft, The 
quantity of provifions which 
procure by hunting and fifhing be. 
ing far too fmall for their wants, 
the greateft part of their food con. 
fifts of fea-wrack and fhell-fith, which 
they find on the fhore. 

** No ftranger is allowed to hunt 
or fith near a village, or to carry off 
any thing fit for food. When the 
are ona oe and their provi- 
lions are exhaufted, they beg from 
Mens to village, or call upon their 
friends and relations for affiftance. 

sss cate feed upon the fleth of all 
forts of fea-animals, and enerally 
eatit raw. But if at any time they 
chufe_ to drefs their victuals, they 
mike ufe of a hollow ftone: having 
placed the fith or fleth therein, they 
cover it with another, and clofe the 
interftices with lime or clay. They 
then lay it horizontally upon two 
ftones, and light a fire under it, 
The provifion intended for keeping 
is dried without falt in the open air, 
They gather berries of various forts, 
and lily roots of the fame f{pecies 
with thofe which grow wild at 
Kamtchatka, They are unacquaint- 
ed with the manner of drefling the 
cow-parfnip, as practifed in that 
peninfula; and do not underftand 
the art of diftilling brandy or any 
other ftrong liquor from it. The 
are at prefent very fond of fnuft, 
which the Ruffians have introduced 
among them. 

“‘ If a whale happens to be caft 
on fhore, the inhabitants affemble 
with great marks of joy, and per- 
form a number of extraordinary 
ceremonies. They dance and: beat 
drums of different fizes; they then 
cut up the fifh, of which the great- 
eft and beft part is confumed on the 
fpot. On fuch occafions they wear 
fhowy caps; and fome of them 


dance naked in wooden mafks, which 
reach 











reach down to their fhoulders, and 
t various forts of fea-ani- 
mals. Their dances confift of fhort 
fteps forwards, accompanied with 
many ftrange geftures, — ‘ 

“Marriage ceremonies are un- 
known among them; and each man 
takes as many wives as he can main- 
tain, but the number feldom exceeds 
four. Thefe women are occafion- 
ally allowed to cohabit with other 
men; they and their children are 
alfo not unfrequently bartered for 
commodities. When an_ iflander 
dies, his body is bound with thongs, 
and afterwards expofed to the air 
jin a fort of wooden cradle hung 
upon a crofs bar, fupported by forks. 
on thefe occafions they cry and 
make bitter lamentations. 

“Their Toigons or Princes are 
thofe who have numerous families, 
and are {kilful and fuccefsful in 
hunting and fifhing. 

“ Their weapons confift of bows, 
arrows, and darts: they throw the 
latter very dexteroufly, and to a 

reat diftance, from a hand-board. 
For defence they ufe wooden fhields, 
called Kuyakin. Thefe iflanders 
are, notwithftanding their favage- 
nefs, very docile; and the boys, 
whom the Ruffians keep as hoftages, 
foon acquire a knowledge of their 
language. 

In another account of the inha- 
bitants of thefe iflands, publifhed 
in Mr. Coxe’s work, it is faid, 
* When they have laid in a ftore 
of provifions, they eat at any time 
of the day without diftinction; but 
in cafe of neceflity they are capable 
of tafting feveral days together. 
They feldom heat their dwellings ; 
but when they are defirous of watin- 
ing themfelves, they light a bun- 
dle of hay, and itand overit; or 
elie they fet fire to train oil, which 
they pour into a hollow ftone. 
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“ They feed ea gees: re 
very young with the coa 
a br mm moft raw. If a 
infant cries, the mother immedi- 
ately carries it to the fea-fide, and, 
be it fummer or winter, holds it nak- 
ed in the water until it is quiet, 
This cuftom is fo far from doing the 
children any harmg that it hardens 
them on the cold, and they ac- 
cordingly go bare-footed through 
the winter without the leaft incon- 
venience. They. are alfo trained 
to bathe frequently in the fea; and 
it is an opinion generally received 
among the iflanders, that by that 
means they are rendered bold, and 
become fortunate in fifhing. 

“The men wear fhirts made of 
fkins of cormorants, fea-divers, and 
gulls; and, in order to keep out 
the rain, they have upper garments 
of the bladders and other inteftines 
of fea-lions, fea-calves, and whales, 
blown up and dried. They cut 
their hair in a circular form clofe 
to their cars; and fhave alfo a 
round place upon the top. The 
women, on the contrary, let the 
hair defcend over the forehead as 
low as the eyc-brows, and tie the 
remaining part in a knot upon the 
top of the head. bh pierce the 
ears, and hang therein bits of coral 
which they get from the Ruffians. 
Both fexes make holes in the griftle 
of the nofe, and in the under lips, 
in which they thruft pieces of bone, 
and are very fond of fuch kind of 
ornaments. ‘lhey mark alfo and 
colour their faces with different 
figures. They barter among one 
another fea-otters, fea-bears, cloaths 
made of bird-fkins and of dried in- 
teftines, fkins of fea-lions and fea- 
calves for the coverings of baidars, 
wooden mafks, darts, thread made 
of finews and rein deer hair, which 
they get from the country of Alafka, 
“ Their 
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“Their houfhold utenfils are 
fquare pitchers and large troughs, 
which they make out of the wood 
driven afhore by the fea. Their 
weapons are bows and arrows point- 
ed with flints, and javelins of two 

ards in length, which they throw 
rom a fmall ‘board. Inftead of 
hatchets, they ufe crooked knives 
of flint or bone. Some iron knives, 
hatchets and lances, were obferved 
among them, which they had pro- 
bably got by plundering the Ruf- 
fians. 

“‘Feafts are very common among 
thefe iflanders ; and more particu- 
larly when the inhabitants of one 
ifland are vifited by thofe of the 
others. The men of the village 
meet their guefts beating drums, 
and piecedédl by the women, who 
fing and:dance. At the conclufion 
of the dance the hofts invite them 
to partake of the feaft ; after which 
ceremony the former return firft to 
their dwelling, place mats in order, 
and ferve up their beft provifion. 
The guefts next enter, take their 
places, and after they are fatisfied 
the diverfions begin. 

“ Firft, the children dance and 
caper, at the fame time making a 
noife with their fmall drums, while 
the owners of the hut of both fexes 


fing.’ Next, the men dance almof 
naked, tripping after one another 
and beating drums of a larger fize': 
when thefe are weary, they are fe. 
lieved by the women, who dang 
in their clothes, the men ‘continy. 
ing in the mean time to fing and 
beat their drums. At: laf-the fire 
is put out, which had been kin. 
dled for the ceremony. The man. 
ner of obtaining fire is by rubbin 
two pieces of dry ra f or iad 
commonly by ftriking two flints to- 
gether, and letting the {parks fall 
upon fome fea otters’ hair mixed 
with fulphur. If any forcerer js 
prefent, it is then his turn to pla 
his tricks in the dark; if not, the 
guctts immediately retire to their 
huts, which are made on that occa- 
fion of their canoes and mats. The 
natives, who have feveral wives, 
do not with-hold them from their 
gueits; but where the owner of the 
hut has himfelf but one wife, he 
then makes the offer of a female 
fervant.”” 

Thele iflands are about 400 leagues 
from the mouth of the Kamtchatka 
river; and have been fuppofed by 
fome navigators, from various cit- 
cumftances, to be at no great dift- 
ance from the continent of America. 





Some ACCOUNT of the Character, Manners, and Mode of Living 
of the Common IRISH. 


{ From Mr. Youne’s Tour in Irevanp. ] 


a HERE are three races 

of people in Ircland, fo 
diftinét, as to ftrike the leaft atrert- 
tive traveller: thefe are the Spanith, 
which are found in Kerry, and a 
part of Limerick and Corke, tall 
and thin, but well made, a long 


vifuge, dark eyes, and long black 
lank hair. The time is not remote 
when the Spaniards had a kind of 
fettlement on the coaft of Kerry, 
which feemed to be overlooked by 


government. There were many of 


them ‘in queen Elizabeth’s reign, 
° por 











nor were they entirely driven out 
till the time of Cromwell. There 
is an Ifland of Valentia on that 
coait, with various other names, 
certainly Spanith. The Scotch race 
jg in the North, where are to be 
found the features which are fup- 
poled to mark that people, their 
accent, and many of their cuftoms. 
In a diitrict near Dublin, but more 

articularly in the baronies of 
I ats and Forth, in the county 
of Wexford, the Saxon tongue is 
{yoken without any mixture of the 
lrifh, and the people have a variety 
of cuftoms which diftinguifh them 
from theirneighbours. The reftofthe 
kingdom is made up of mongrels, 
The Milefian race of Irith, which 
mav be called native, are fcattered 
over the kingdom, but chiefly found 
in Connaught and Munfter. A few 
confiderable families, whole -genea- 
logy is undoubted, remain, but, 
none of them with confiderable pof- 
feilions, except the O’Briens and 
Mr. O’Niel: the former have 
near twenty thoufand pounds a year 
in the family; the latter half as 
much, the remnant of a property 
once his anceftors, which now torms 
fix or feven of the greateft eftates 
in the kingdom. O’Hara_ and 
M’Dormont are great names in 
Connaught, and O’Donnohue a 
conliderable one in Kerry: but the 
O’Connors, and O’Dniichals in 
Corke, claim an origin prior in 
Ireland to any of the Milefian race. 

“The only divifions which a tra- 
veller who pafled through the king- 
dom, without any refidence, could 
make, would be into people of con- 
fiderable fortune and mob. The 
intermediate divifion of the feale, 
fo numerous and refpectable in Eng- 
land, would hardly attraét the leat 
nouce in Ireland, A refidence in 
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the kingdom convinces one, how- 
ever, that there is another clafs, 
in general of fmall fortune, coun- 
try gentlemen and renters of land. 
The manners, habits, and cuftoms of 
the people of confiderable fortune, are 
much the fame every where: at leaft 
there is very little difference between 
England and Ireland: it is among 
the common people one muft look 
for thofe traits by which we diferi- 
minate a national character, The 
circumftances which ftruck me moft 
in the common Irifh were, vivacity 
and a great and eloquent volubilityv 
of fpeech: one would think they 
could take fnuff and talk without 
tiring till doomfday., They are in- 
finitely more chearful and lively 
than any thing we commonly {ee in 
England, having nothing of that 
incivility of fullen filence, with 
which fo many Englifimen feem to 
wrap themfelves up, as if retiring 
within their own importance. Lazy 
to an excefs at work, but fo fpirit- 
edly active at play, that at hurling, 
which is the cricket of favages, 
they fhew the greateft feats of agili- 
ty. Their love of fociety is as re- 
markable as their curidfity is infa- 
tiable; and their hofpitality to all 
comers, be their own poverty ever 
fo pinching, has toc much merit to 
be forgotten. Pleafed to enjdyment 
with ajoke, or witty repartee, they 
will repeat it with fuch expreffion, 
that the laugh will be univerfal, 
Warm friends and revengetul ene- 
mies; they are inviolable in their 
fecrecy, and inevitable in their re- 
fentment; with fuch a notion of 
honour, that neither threat nor re- 
ward would induce them to betray 
the fecret or perfon of a man, though 
an oppreflor, whofe property they 
would plunder without ceremony. 
Hard drinkers, and quarrelfome; 


great 
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great liars, but civil, fubmiffive, 
and obedient. 

“ Dancing is very general among 

the poor people, almoft univerfal in 
in. 


every ca Dancing-mafters of 
their own rank travel through the 
country from cabin to cabin, with 
a piper or blind fidler; and the pay 
is dle a quarter. It is an ab- 
folute fyftem ot education. Wed- 
dings are always celebrated with 
much dancing ; and a Sunday rarely 
pafies witout a dance; there are 
very few among them who will not, 
after a hard day’s work, gladly walk 
feven miles to have a dance: John 
is not fo lively, but then a hard 
day’s work with him is certainly a 
difterent affair from what it is with 
Paddy. Other branches of educa- 
tion are likewife much attended to ; 
every child of the pooreft family 
learuing to read, write, and caft ac- 
counts. There is a very ancient 
cultom here, for a number of coun- 
try neighbours among the poor peo- 
ple, to fix upon fome young woman 
that ought, as they think, to be 
married ; they alfo agree upon a 
young fellow as a wm oy hufband 
for her; this determined, they fend 


to the fair one’s cabin to inform 


her, that on the Sunday following 
fhe is to be horfed, that is, carried 
on men’s backs. She muft then 
provide whifky and cyder for a treat, 
as all will pay her a vifit, after mafs, 
for a hurling match. As foon as 
fhe is horfed, the hurling begins, 
in which the young fellow appoint- 
ed for her hufband has the eyes of 
ali the company fixed on him: if 
he comes off conqueror, he is cer- 
tainly married to the girl, but if 
another is victorious, he as-certain- 
ly lofes her, for fhe is the prize of 
the victor. Thefe trials are not al- 
ways finifhed in one Sunday; they 
take fometimes two or three, and 





the common expreffion when + 
are over is, that “fuch a girl w 
goaled.”” Sometimes one ba 
hurls againft another, but a mar. 
riageable girl is always the prize 
Hurling is a fort of cricket; but ine 
ftead of throwing the ball in order 
to knock down a wicket, the aim 
is to pafs it through a bent fick, 
the end ftuck in the ground. Ip 
thefe matches. they perform fuch 
feats of activity, as ought to evi- 
dence the food they live on to be tar 
from deficient in nourifhment. 

*¢ The common Irifh are in gene- 
ral clothed fo very indifferently, 


that it impreffes every ftranger with 


a ftrong idea of univerfal poverty, 
Shoes and ftockings are fcarcel 
ever found on the feet of children 
of either fex; and great numbers 
of men and women are without 
them: a change however, in this 
re{pect, as in moft others, is com- 
ing in; forthere are many more of 
them with thefe articles of cloath- 
ing now than ten years ago. 

“An Irifhman and his wife are 
much more folicitous to feed than 
to clothe their children: whereas 
in England it is aig to fee 
the expence they put themfelves to, 
to deck out children, whofe principal 
fubfiftence is tea. Wery many of 
them in Ireland are fo ragged that 
their nakednefs is fcarcely covered; 
yet they are in health and active. 
As to the want of fhoes and ftock- 
ings, I confider it as no evil, but 
much more cleanly cuftom than the 
beattiality of ftockings and feet that 
are wafhed no oftener than thofe of 
our own poor. Women are oftener 
without fhoes than men; and by 
wafhing their cloaths no where but 
in rivers and ftreams, the cold, efpe- 


cially as they roaft their legs in their 


cabins. till they are fire-{potted, 


muft fwellthem to the wonderful 
‘ I fize 
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fize, and with the horrid black and 
blue colour always met with both in 
young and old. They ftand in ri- 
vers, and beat the linen againft the 

at ftones found there with a 

etle. 

- “JT remarked. generally, that they 
were not ill drefled on Sundays and 
holydays, and that black or dark 
blue was almoft the univerfa’ hue. 

“ The cottages of the Irith, 
which are all called cabins, are the 
moft miferable looking hevels that 
can be well conceived: they gene- 
rally confift of only one room: mud 
kneaded with ftraw is the common 
materials of the walls: thefe are 
rareiy above feven feet high, and 
not always above five or fix: they 

‘are about two feet thick, and have 

only a door, which lets in light in- 
fiead of a window, and fhould let 
the finoak out inftead of a chimney, 
but they had rather keep it in: 
thefe two conveniences they hold 
fo cheap, that 1] have feecn them 
both ftopped up in ftone cottages, 
built by improving landlords. The 
fmoak warms them,. but certainly 
is as injurious to their eyes as 4t is 
tothe complexion of the women, 
which in general in the cabins of 
Ireland has a near refemblance to 
that of afmoked ham. ‘The number 
of the blind poor ‘I think greater 
there than in England, which is 
probably owing to this caufe. 

“ The roots of the cabins are 
rafters, raifed from the tops of the 
mud-walls, and the covering va- 
ries: fume are thatched with ftraw, 
potatoe-ftalks, or with heath, others 
only covered with fods of turf cut 
from a grafs-field ; and 1 have feen 
feveral that were partly compofed 
of all three: the bad repair thefe 
roofs are kept in, a hole in the 
thacch being often mended with 
turf, and weeds fprouting from every 

5750. 
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part, gives them the appearance of 
a weedy dung-hill; efpecially when 
the cabin is not built with regular 
walls, but fupported on one, or per- 
haps on both fides by the banks of 
a broad dry ditch, the roof then 
feems a hillock, upon. which . 
haps the pig grazes, Some of thefe 
cabins are much Icfs and more mie 
ferable habitations than I had ever 
feen in England. -I was told they 
were the worft in Connaught, but I 
found it an error, I faw many 
in Leinfter to the full as bad, and 

in Wicklow, fome worfe than an 
in Connaught. When they are well 
roofed, and built not of ftones, ill put 
together, but of mud, they are much 
warmer, independently of fmoak, 
than the clay, or lath and mortar 
cottages of England, the walls of 
which are fothin that a rat-hole lets 
in the wind to the annoyance of the 
whole family. The furniture of 
the cabins is as bad as the archi- 
tecture; in very many, confifting 
only of a pot for boiling their po- 
tatoes, a bit of a table, and one or 
two broken ftools: beds are not 
found univerfally, the family lying 
on ftraw, equally partook of. by 
cows, calves, and pigs, though the 
luxury of fties is coming in in Ire- 
land, which excludes the poor pigs 
from the warmth of the Dodie. of 
their mafter and miftrefs: I re- 
marked little hovels of earth thrown 
up near the cabins, and in fome 
rae they build their turt-ftacks 
ollow, in order to afford fhelter to 
the hogs. This is a general de- 
fcription, but the exceptions are 
pee numerous. I have been in a 
multitude of cabins that had much 
ufeful furniture, and fome even 
fuperfluous: chzirs, tables, boxes, 
chefts of drawers, earthen-ware, and 
in fhort moft of the articles found 
in'a middling Englith cottage; but 
£ upen 
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upon enquiry, I very generally found 
cg the ve AP A pomen made 
within the laff ten years ; afure fign 
of a rifing national profperity. I 
think the bad cabins said Gargitiars 
the greateft inftances of Irith pover- 
ty; and this mut flow from the 
mode of payment for labour, which 
makes cattle fo valuable to the pea- 
fant, that every farthing they can 
are is faved for their purchafe ; 
rom heiice alfo refults another ob- 
{ervation, which is, that the appa- 
rent poverty of it is greater than 
the real; for the houfe of a man, 
that is mafter of four or five cows, 
will fcarcely have any thing but de- 
ficiencies; nay, 1 was in the cabins 
of dairymen and farmers, not {mall 
ones, whofe cabins were not at all 
better, or better furnifhed than 
thofe of the pooreft labourer; be- 
fore, therefore, we can attribute 
it to abfolute poverty, we muft take 
into the account the cuftoms and 
inclination of the people. In Eng- 
land a man's cottage will be filled 
with fuperfluities before he poffefies 
a cow. I>think the comparifon 
much in favour of the Irifhman; a 
hog isd much more valuable piece 
of goods, than a fet of tea-things ; 
and though his fnout in a crock* 
of potatoes, is an idea not fo poe- 
tical as 
——Broken tea-cups, wifely kept for fhew, 
Rang'do’er the chimney, gitften’d in a row; 
yet will the cottar and his family, 
at Chriftmas, find the folidity of it 
an ample recompence for the orna- 
ment of the other. 

“The cottages of the Irith, 
though fuch apparently miferable 
habitations, are an evident encou- 
ragement to population. In Ehg- 
Jand,; where the poor are in many 
refpects in fuch a fuperior ftate,. a 


— 


| © The iron pot of an frith cabin. 


couple will not marry un! 
ean get a honufe, to bila’ they 
take the kingdom through, will cof 
from twenty-five to fixty pounds : 
half the life, and all the vigour and 
youth of a mam and: woian are 
affed, before they can fave fueh a 
fum; and when they have got it 
fo burthenfome are poor to a pari ; 
that it, ts twenty to one if they ger 
ere to ercct their cottage, 
ut-in Ireland the cabin is not an 
object of a moment’s confideration . 
to poffels a cow and a pig is an 
earlier aim: the cabin begins with 
a hovel, erected with two days la. 
bour,. and the young couple pafy 
not their youth in celibacy for want 
ot a nett to produce their young 
in. If it comes to a matter of cak 
culation, it will then be but four 
pounds to thirty. 

‘* Marriage igs certainly more ge. 
neral in Ireland than in England: 
I fcarcely ever found an unmarried 
farmer, or cottar ; but it is feen more 
in other claffes, which with us do 
not marry at all; fuch as fervants: 
the generality of footmen and maids, 
in gentlemen’s families, are mats 
ried; a circumftance we very rarely 
fee in England. | 

** Another point is their children 
not being burthenfome. In all the 
enquiries I’ made into the ftate of the 
poor, I found ‘their happinefs and 
eafe generatly relative to the nums 
ber of their children, and nothing 
confidered as fuch: a misfortune as 
having none: whenever this is the 
faét, or the general idea, it muft 
neceflarily have a confiderable effect 
in promoting early marriages, 
confequently population. 


*¢ The food of the people being 


prenetee ig a circum not of 
efs importance: for when the com 


mon 
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ion fodd of the poor is fodear as 
to be an object of attentive @cono- 
iny, the ¢ ildren will want that 
lenty which is effential to rearing 
them: the article of milk, fo gene- 
ralin the Irith cabins, is a matter 
of the firft confequence in rearing 
infants. The Irth poor, in the 
Catholic parts of that country, are 
fubfifted entirely upon land, where- 
us the poor in England have fo little 
to do with it, that they fubfift al- 
moft entirely from fhops, by a pur- 
chafe of their neceffaries: in the 
former cafe it muft be a matter of 
rodigious confequence, that. the 
product fhould be yielded by as 
fmall a fpace of land as poffible: 
this is the cafe with poratocs more 
than with any other crop whatever. 

* At Clonells, near Cattlerea, 
lives O’Connor, the direct defcend- 
ant of Roderick O’Connor,s who 
was king of Connaught 700 yey 
ago: there is a monument of him 
in Rofcommon church, with his 
fcepter, &c. I was told as a cer- 
tainty, that this family were here 
long before the coming of the Mile- 
fians. Their poffeffions, formerly fo 
great, are reduced to 3 or 40ol a 
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many ages 


the revolution of fo 


much worfe than the O’Neils 
O’Briens. The common 
him the gréateft refpe 


y 
Pend him préfents of cattle, Sse. 
upon various occafions, They con- 

er him as the prince of a people 
involved in one common ruin. 

“* Another great family in Con- 
Dengh is Macdermot, who calls 
himielf prince of Coolavin: . he 
lives at Coolavin in Sligo, and 
though he has, not above soal, a 
year, will not admit his children. tp 
fit down in his prefence. This was 
certainly the cafe. with his father, 
and fome affured me even with the. 
prefent chief. _ Lord Kingfopraugh, 
Mr. Ponfonby, Mr. O'Hara, Mr. 
Sandford, &c. came to jee him, and 
his addvefs was curious: ‘* O’Hara! 
Sandford, J.am 
‘glad to fee your mother’s fon:}(his 
mother was an O’Brien.) As 
the reft of ye, come in as you can..’ 
Mr. O’Hara, of Nymphsficld, . is 
in poffefiion of a confiderable eftate 
in Sligo, which is the remains of 
great pofleflions they had in that 
country: he is one of the few de- 
{cendants of the Milefian race.”’ 


year, the family having fared in _ 
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CHARACTERS and MANNERS of the ICELANDERS, with fome 
Account of their LITERATURE. 


{From Dr. Von Trott’s Letters on IceLanp. ] 


ne HE Icelanders are middle- 
fized and well-made, though 

hot very ftrong ; and the women are 10 
ee ill-featured, The men have 
off the cuftom of wearing beards 
long ago, though you find them repre- 


* This, however, is 


fented with beards in Eggert Olafsen’s 
Travels through Iceland; a draw- 
ing which, perhaps, may reprefent 
an inhabitant Sondmoer, in 
Norway, but by no means an dce- 
lander*. ; 


fubje& to fome exceptions; for the inhabitants of Omund 


Fiorden, and fome families on the north fide of the ifand, {till wear beards ; and in 


s 


Ez Fnitkadal 
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6 Vices are indeed much lefs com- 
mon among them than in other parts, 
where riches and luxury have cor- 
rupted the morals of the people. 
Theft is feldom heard of; nor are 
‘they inclined to incontinence, though 
‘there are examples of perfons having 
been punifhed more than once on 
that account. 

* Though their poverty difables 
them from imitating the hofpitality 
of their anceftors in all refpects, yet 
the defire of doing it ftill exifts ; they 
cheerfully give away the little they 
have tofpare, and exprefs the utmoft 
joy and batisfaétion it you are pleafed 
with their gift. When they want 
to fhew themfelves particularly af- 
feétionate, they kifs one another on 
the mouth on their vifits: they do 
the fame to the hufband andthe wife, 
the mother and the daughter: they 
are uncommonly obliging and faith- 
ful, and extremely attached to go- 
vernment. They are very zealous 
in their religion +, and it muft be 
owned not entirely free from fuper- 
ftition. They have an inexpreffible 
attachment for their native country, 
andare no where fo happy. An 
Icelander, therefore, rarely fettles 
in Copenhagen, though ever fo ad- 
vantageous conditions fhould be of- 
fered him. 

** On the other hand, one cannot 
afcribe any great induftry to them: 
they work on in the manner they are 
once ufed to, without thinking of 
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ufeful improvements, 

detect lies more in the 
which, being 
nature of the country, did not make 
the neceffary difpofitions and tanaka. 
tions for creating and encouraging 
induftry. _ They are not chearful in 
converfation, but fimple and credy. 
lous, and have no averfion toa bottle 
if they. can find Opportunity ; but 
it may eatily be conceived, that this 
is not to be underftood of all with. 
out exception, When they meet 
together, their chief pattime confifts 
in reading their hiftory: the matter 
of the houfe begins, and the re¢ 
continue in their turns when he is 
tired, Some of them know thete 
{tories by heart, others have them 
in print, and others have them in 
writing. One of thefe patties is 
rumulefier, confifting in the reciting 
fome verfes, that fometimes are bad 
enough fung. They befides amufe 
themfelves in their meetings with 


Perhaps this 


- Sovernmént, 
unacquainted with the 


‘what they call cuike-zvaka, where a 


man and woman take one another 
by the hand and by turns fing 
{tanzas, which are a kind of dia. 
logue, and to which the company 
fometimes join in chorus. This 
however, affords little amufement to 
a ftranger, as they generally fing 
very bad, without obierving time, 
or any other grace, particularly as 
they have not the leaft knowledge 
of the modern improvements in 
mufic*. 





Fnifkadal lives a man named Benedi@t, known on account of his beard. Betweea 
r74c and 1750, it penpenet between the icy mountains of Sneefaels Jokoe, that 
two brethren dividing between themfelves the inheritance left them by their fa- 
ther, one of them, called Helge, gave his brother four rix-dollars for the exclu- 
five right of wearing a beard; which right, in their family, was the fole prero- 
gative of their late father. q 
+ An Icelander never paffes a river, or any other danjerous place, without previ- 
oufly taking off his hat, and imploring divine protection, aud he is always thankful 
for the protection of God whenche has patled tue dauger. = 
* Lobferved two kinds of mufical inftruments in }eland, one called /aang jpil, 
with fix brafs ttrings; the other called fidla, with two firings mode of hories bat: 
vot. 











«“ The Icelanders have made very 
few alterations, if any, in their 
drefs in modern times. It is not ele- 

ant or ornamental; but yet. neat, 
cleanly, and fuited to the climate. 
The men all wear a linen flirt next 
to the tkin, with a fhort jacket, and 
wide par of breeches over nx. When 
they travel they wear another fhort 
coat over it. All this is made of 
coarfe Llack cloth; only the inha- 
birants onthe north fide of Arnar- 
fiod wear white cloaths. On the 
head they wear large three cornered 
hats, and on their teet worfted ftock- 
ings and Icelandic fhoes. 

“Some ct them have fhoes from 
Copenhagen, but as they are rather 
too dear, they generally make their 
own fhoes, fomectimes of ox-hide, 
but moftly of fheep’s leather: the 
manner in which they make them 
is thus: they cut a iquare piece of 
leather, rather wider than the length 
of the toot; this they fow up at the 
tees, and behind at the heel, and tie 
it on with leather thongs. Thete 
fhoes are convenicnt enough where 
the country is level; but it would 
be very dithcult for us, who are not 
uled to them, to go amongit the 
rocks ana ftones, though the Ice- 
landers doit with great eafe. 

“Lhe women are likewife always 
drefled in black: they wear a 
bodice over their fhifts, which are 
fewed up at the bofom: and above 
this a jacket laced before, with long 
narrow fleeves reaching down to the 
wiifts. In the opening on the fide 
of the fleeve they have chafed but- 
tons, with a plate fixed to each 
button, on which the bridegroom, 
when he buys them, in order to 
prefent to his bride, takes care to 
have his name and her’s engraved. 
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At the top of the jacket a little black 
collar is fixed, of about three inches 
broad, of velvet or filk, and fre- 
qenty trimmed with gold cord. 
“he petticoat is likewife of wadmal, 
and reaches down to the ancles. 
Round the top of it is a girdle ot 
filver, or fome other metal, to which 
they taften the apron, which is alfo 
of cvadmal, and ornamented at top 
with chafed buttons. Over this drefs, 
they wear a hempa, or upper drefs, 
nearly refembling that of the pea- 
funts at Wingaker in Sweden, with 
this difference, that it is wider at 
bottom: this is clofe at the neck 
und wrifts, and a hand’s breadth 
fhorter than the petticoat. It is 
adorned with a facing down to the 
very bottom, which looks like cut 
velvet, and is. generally wove by the 
Icelandic women, On their fingers 
they wear many gold, filver, or brafs 
rings. ‘Their head-drefs confitts of 
feveral cloths wrapped round the 
head, almoit as high again as the 
face; it is tied faft with a filk hand- 
kerchief, and ferves more for warmth 
than ornament; girls are not allowed 
to wear this head-drefs before the 
are marriageable, At their vase 
dings they are adorned in a very pare 
ticular manner: the bride wears 
clofe to the tace, round her head- 
drefs, a crown of filver gilt. She 
has two chains round her neck one 
of which hangs down very low 
before, and the other. refts on 
her fhoulders. Befides thefe fhe 
wears a Icfler chain on the neck, 
from which a heart generally hangs, 
which may be opened to put balfam 
or fome other kind of perfume in- 
to it. 
“The drefs here defcribed is worn 
by all the Icelandic women, high 


both are played by a bow. I likewife heard of another inftrument called /ymphon, but 
Iacver could get a fight of it. 
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and low, without exception; with 
this difference, that the poorer fort 
have it of coarfe qwadmal, with or- 
naments of brafs; and thofe that 
are @afier in their circumftances, of 
broad cloth, with filver ornaments 
gilt. 1 faw one of thefe dreffes, 
which belonged to the bailiff’s wife, 
and was worth at leait three hundred 
dollars. 

“The houfes of the Icelanders are 
not alike throughout the country. 
According to fome defcriptions, they 
are tolerable on the north fide ot the 
ifland; but on that part of Iceland 
which I have feen, they were all 
extremely bad, excepting thofe of 
the governor at Befletiedr, the phy- 
fician’s at Seltiarnarnes, and the 
fheritt’s at Wido, that were built of 
fione at the king’s expence. In 
fome parts the dwellings and other 


buildings of the Icelanders are made’ 


of drift-wood, in others they are 
raifed of lava, almoft in the fame 
manner as the ftone-walls we make 
for inclofures, with mofs ftuffed be- 
tween the lava, In fome houfes 
the walls are wainfcotted within. 
‘The roof is covered with fods laid 
ever rafters, or fometimes over ribs 
of whales, which is both more 
durable and more expenfive than 
wood. The timber-work  refts on 
many beams laid length-ways. The 
walls are about three yards high, 
and theentrance fomewhat lower. 

** The Icelanders in general eat 
three meals a day, at feven in the 
morning, at two in the afternoon, 
and at nine in the evening. 

“Inthe morning and evening they 
commonly eat curds mixed with 
new milk, and fometimes with juni- 
per berries, and thofe of crake or 
crow-berries: in forme ‘parts’ they: 
alfo have pottage of fdleriés, which, 
1 aflure.you, is. very’ palatable ; 
ayglidrafi, or curdled milk, boiled 
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till it becomes of a red colour. 
Seiddmjolk, or new milk, beet? 
long while. At dinner their food 
confifts of dried fith, with Plenty of 
four butter. They alfo fomerimes 
eat frefh fifth, and, when poffble 
a little bread and cheefe with them 
It is reported by fome that they do 
not eat any fifh till it is quite rotten: 
this report, perhaps, proceeds from 
their being fond of it when a little 
tainted: they however frequent! 

eat fifh that is quite frefh, though in 
the fame manner as the reft of their 
food, or often without falt. 

**On Sunday, and in _harvef. 
time, they have broth made of meat, 
which is often boiled in /ra, in- 
ftead of water: and in winter they 
eat hung or dried meat. 

‘¢ Their common beverage is 
milk, either warm from the cow, or 
cold, and fometimes boiled; the 
likewife make butter-milk with or 
without water. On the coaits they 
generally drinft d/anda, and four 
milk; which is fold, after itis fkim- 
med, at two-fifths of a rix-dollar a 
cafk: fome likewife fend for beer ta 
Copenhagen, and fome others brew 
their own. A few of the principal 
inhabitants alfo have claret and cof- 
fee. The common people fome- 
times drink a kind of tea, which 
they make from the leaves of holta- 
foieyg and f{peedwell. 

“This is the ufual manner of 
life in Iceland. In all countries the 
living’ of the poor differs effentially 
from that of the rich; and if an 
Iceland gentleman can afford to eat 
meat, butter, fhark, and whale, the 
peafants are obliged'to content them- 
felves with fifh, blanda, milk pot- 
tuze of rock-grafs, and Jdeinafring. 
Fhough tHe Icelanders cannot in 
general -- faid to be a a rm 
cell: diment, yet the ¢ 
he Geeceh times: been: vifited” by 

= great 











reat famines: thefe, however, have 
~ chiefly owing to the Green- 
land floating ice; which, when it 
comés in great quantities, prevents 
the gra(s from growing, and puts an 
entire ttop to their hthing. 

“ The Icelanders prineipally attend 
tofifhing, andthe care of their cattle. 

“On the coatts the men employ 
their time in tithing, both fummer 
and winter: on their return home, 
atter they have drawn and cleaned 
their fifh, they give them to their 
wives, whofe care it 1s to dry them. 
In the winter; when the inclemency 
of the weather prevents them from 
fifhing, they are obliged to take care 
of their cattle, and tpin wool. In 
f{unmer they mow the grafs, dig 
turf; provide fucl, go in fearch of 
fheep gnd goats that are yone aitray, 
and kill cattle. They hkewile at- 
tend to their wadmal, or coarte 
cloth: for that purpofe they make 
ufe of urine, which they alfo ute 
for wathing and bucking, inftead of 
foap and pot-aflies, The men like- 
wife prepare leather, aad ufe wiadurt 
(fpire ulmaria) inttead of the bark 
ot birch. Some few work in gold 
and filver, while others are inftruct- 
ed in mechanics, and are tolerable 
proficients therein. 

‘“* As a-proof of this, I need only 
mention a fledge that a peafant con- 
trived fome years ago in the form 
of a fhip with fails, and large enough 
to contain four or five perfons, that 
would fail, in the winter feafon, in 
aneven country. Unluckily, two 
of his fons, in failing home from 
church, overturned, and ‘broke the 
whole carriage to pieces. 

* On the weft fide of the country 
they make veffels of floating wood, 
large enough to contain from three 
to twelve tons, and, according to the 
fize of the veflel, charge from four 
to fix dollars. 
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“ The women prepare the fith, 
take care of the cattle, manage the 
milk and the wool, few, fpin, and 
gather eggs and down. When they 
work in the evening, they ufe, in- 
ftead of an hour-glais, a lamp, with 
a wick made of fva (epilobium) dipt 
in train-oil, which is fo contrived as 
to burn four, fix, or eight hours. 

** Poetry formerly flourithed very 
much in Iceland. F.gil Skallagrimfon, 
Kormak Ogmundion, Glum Geir- 
fon, ‘Ihorleif Jatiaa, Skuld; and 
Finarhelgefon, Sighvatr, Thordfon, 
Gunlaug Ormftunga, and Skad Rafn, 
are celebrated as great poets. The 
art of writing was not, however, 
much in ufe till after the year rose, 
It is true the Runic chard¢ters were 
known in the country before that 
period, and moft probably brought 
thither from Norway. Tho’ we have 
no reafon to believe they were cut 
upon ftones, as was practifed among 
us (for no Runic ftones have been 
found there, whofe age reaches to 
the times of Paganifm); they ufed, 
however, to fcratch them on butk- 
lers, and fometimes on their ceilings 
and walls: and the Lesxdaela Saga 
makes mention of one Olof of 
Hiardarhult, who had a large houfe 
built, on the beams and rafters of 
which remarkable {tories are faid to 
have been marked, in the fame mane 
ner as Thorkil Hake cut an account 
of his own deeds on his bedftead and 
chair. That Runic characters were 
made ufe of before the introduction 
of the Chriftian religion, may be 
proved by Olat lryggwaffoa’s Saga, 
where he makes mention of a man, 
whofe name was Oddni, who, being 
dumb, made known, by means of 
Runic characters, that he had been 
infulted by. Ivar, his father’s guett. 

“ After the reception of the 


Chriftian religion in the year 1000, 
another form. 
‘The 


the fciences took 


£4 
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The Latin charaéters were imme- 
diately adopted, as the Runic alpha- 
bet, which only confifts of 16 letters, 
was found infufficient. The firft 
Icelandic bifhop, Ifleif, founded a 
{chool at Skallholt; and foon after 
they founded four other fchools, in 
which the youth were inftructed in 
the Latin tongue, divinity, and 
fome parts of theoretic philofophy. 
onas Ogmundffon, firit bithop of 

oolum, fent to Gothland in the 
year 1120 for one Gifle Finfon to 
juperintend the fchool at Hoolum. 
Arngrim Johnfon on this occation, 
mentions a remarkable circumftance 
in his Chrymogaea, p. 108. of the 
architeét Thorodr, who, as he was 
employed in building the cathedral 
church at Hoolum, paid fo much 
attention to the grammatical leffons 
given to the fchool boys, as to make 
a confiderable progrefs in them him- 
felf. The fame author alfo men- 
tions, that the bifhop, who was a 
learned and zealous man, having 
one day furprifed one of the {cho- 
Jars in reading Ovid’s Letters, and 
book De Arte Amandi, was fo in- 
cenfed thereat as to ftrike the book 
out of his hand. At a time when 
no great knowledge of the Latin 
language could be expected even in 
Sweden, an Icelander, however, was 
found of fufficient capacity and learn- 
ing to inftruct the young people to 
read and underftand the Latin poets. 
But notwithftanding the fciences 
were there only in their infancy, 
thofe who defired to make greater 
progrefs in them, ftudied in toreign 
univerfities. Gitlur Hleifson ftudied 
at Erfurt; and many reforted to 
Paris, as Samundr Sigfuffon did, 
from whence they are called Pari/- 
dlarkar (Paris writers.) Many, how- 
ever, whofe names are celebrated, 
ftudied only in Iceland: as a proof 
of which, I will only mention the 


two moft famous Icelandic wri 
Are. Frode and Saorre Stu rida 
may therefore be affirmed that Ice. 
land, from the introduction of the 
Chriftian religion there, till the year 
1264, when it became fubjeé to 
Norway, was one of the few coun- 
tries in Europe, and the only one in 
the North, where the fciences were 
cultivated and held inefteem. This 
period of time alfo produced more 
learned men than at any other period 
fince. We need only read their 
ancient chronicles, to be convinced 
that they had great knowledge in 
morality, philofophy, natural hifto- 
ry, and aftronomy. They had 
tolerably clear ideas of divinity, and 
ufed to read the Fathers: but their 
poetical and hiftorical productions, 
in particular, have bid defiance to 
time, even when ignorance was 
again beginning to refume her em- 
pire. It would be an eafy matter to 
mention a nuimber of poets who 
diftinguifhed themfelves not only in 
Iceland and the Orkneys, but like- 
wife at the Swedifh, Danifh, Nor- 
wegian, and Englith courts, as the 
Skaldarial (or lift of poets) con- 
tains no lefs than 240: but it 
would be fuperfluous to mention 
here any more than the three prin- 
cipal ones; viz. Snorre Sturlefon, 
who was beheaded in the year 1241, 
in the 63d year of his age, at Reik- 
holt, in Iceland; Olafr Huitafkald, 
who died in 1259; and Sturla 
Thordfon, who ended his life in 
1284. Some extracts of the works 
of thefe authors are inéerted in 
printed as well as manufcript chro- 
nicles. 


‘© The Icelanders were remark- . 


ably ftudious in preferving the me- 
mory of their anceftors; and it was 
the moft agreeable occupation m 
their meetings and aflemblies, to re- 


peat thofe hiftories and poems for 
which 
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which their great men had been re- 
nowned, as was alfo the practice 
among the Greeks. Add to this, 
the contents and compofition of the 
writings themfelves plainly prove, 
that the authors have not been in- 
clined to relate marvellous {tories ; 
and it would be unjutt to refule 
them that reliance on their veracity, 
which we, without hefitation, beitow 
on other writers-of the fame clafs. 

* The greateit part of their works 
were compoted in the r:1ith, 12th, 
ith, and 14th centuries; and fome 
of them have even appeared in 
print. 

* Even here the fciences have 
been fubjeét to the fame revolutions 
that they have experienced every 
where elfe. The luftre in which 
they had maintained themfelves fo 
long, was fuccceded by ‘the moft 
protound obfcurity. To givea clear- 
er idea of this, I fhall borrow the 
expreflions of the Icarned biflop of 
Skallholt, Dr. Finneus, on this occa- 
fion, who compares the ftate of the 
fciences in Iceland to the four ttages 
of human life, in his well-written 
Hift, Eccl. Hlandiw. The infancy 
extended to the year 1056, when 
the introduction ot the Chriftian re- 
hgion produced the firft dawn of 
hght. Their youth till 1100, when 
fchools were firtt eftablithed, and the 
education and inftruétion of youth 
began to be more attended to than 
before. Their manly age lafted till 
about the middle of the fourteenth 
century, when Iceland produced the 
greatett number of learned men. 
Old age appeared towards the end 
of this fame fourteenth century, 
when the fciences gradually decreaf- 
ed, and were almoft entirely extinét, 
no work of any merit appearing. 
Hiftory now drooped her head, poe- 
try had no relifh, and all the other 
fciences were enveloped in darknefs, 
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The fchools began to decay, and in 
many places they even had none 
at all. It was very uncommon for 
any one to underitand Latin, and 
few priefts could with fluency read 
their breviary and rituals. 

** But this was not the cafe alone 
in Iceland; the greater part of Eu- 
rope experienced the fame change. 
For the dawn of a more bright ae 
that had begun to fpread from 
Greece over Italy and the fouthern 
part of Europe, after the taking of 
Conftantinople by the Turks in 1453, 


had not yet penetrated to the 
North. 
** The Reformation produced 


here, as in moft places, a new dawn 
of knowledge. see time before a 
printing prefs had been brought to 
Iceland, bifhop Giffur propofed to 
open a new fchool in the convent of 
Videy, which had been feized by 
the crown: but as this had been 
defigned for a dwelling place to the 
king’s receivers of the cuftoms, 
Chriftian III. in the year 1552, 
commanded that a _ fchool-houfe 
fhould be built near each of the ca- 
thedral churches; thar at Skallhole 
for forty fcholars, and that at 
Hoolum for thirty-four; but fince 
they have been reduced, the one to 
thirty-four and the other to twenty~- 
four {cholars. Each of thefe fchools 
was to be provided with a rector and 
an affiftant teacher; and the king 
appropriated as much land to thefe 
foundations, as was fuflicient to af- 
ford tolerable falaries to the teachers, 
and board, books, and cloathing to 
the fcholars gratis, fo long as they 
remained at {chool. 

*‘ Great pains have been fince taken 
to appoint men of known abilities as 
teachers of thefe fchools: and young 
men are fo well inftruéted there, that 
few of the clergy ftudy any where 
elie. Many Icelanders, however, 

ftudy 
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ftudy at Copenhagen, and in the 
year 1773, there were no lefs than 
fifty-four dt that uhiverfity, where 
excellent regulations have been made 
for the fupport of the poor ftudents. 
Some kkewifé ftudy in foreign uni- 
verfities. 

The language in Iceland is the 
fame as that formerly {poken in Swe- 
den, Denmark, and Norway, and 
has preferved itfelf fo pure, that 
any Icelander underflands the mott 





—— — +o enee = 


ancient traditional hiftory, as eafil 
as we do letters written in the slan 
ot Charles IX. The general chan ¢ 
that took place in the northern "i 
guage during and after the time of 
rick of Pomerania, did not extend 
to Iceland, though fome trifling al. 
terations were afterwards made in it 
in the fifteenth century, by the in. 
troduction of religion and their trade 


with the Danes, Englith and Ger. 
mans.” 





———— 


Fongrat Ceremonies among the INGRIANS, or ISCHORTZI, 
a Finnish Natron. 


[ From the Rev. Mr. Tooke’s Publication, entitled “* Ruffia.”’ ] 


“ S hu dead are buried by the 

priett of the profeflion to 
which they belong; but thefe fu- 
perititious people return to the 
grave, under covert of the night, 
and, having taken up the fod, de- 
pofit eatables for their departed 
friend, which they renew during a 
fortnight, or three weeks. Dogs 
and other animals eafily fcratch up 
thefe victuals and devour them, 
while the good folk that placed 
them there, believe they were con- 
fumed by the deceafed. Their ge- 
neral opinion is, that they continue 
to live jin the fubterranean world, 
in the fame manner as they did on 
the furface of the earth; and that 
the grave is little more than a 
change of habitation: for which 
reafon they bury their money, that 
they may have it to ufe in the 
world to come. They fpeak to 
their deccafed friends, and go to 
their tomb for that purpofe: but, 
at the fame time, are much afraid 
of them. Some gentlemen, not 
long ago, furprifed a woman in the 


environs of St. Peterfburg in this 
act, and heard her without being 
perceived, She was telling her de- 
ceafed hufband, that a fortnight af, 
ter his deceafe fhe married again; 
that, to appeafe his manes and to 
revent his doing her any injury 
or it, fhe had approached his grave, 
upon which fhe had laid herfelf flat, 
crying grievoufly, and. making bit- 
ter lamentations: at length fhe con- 
clude faying, with many tra- 
es geitures: ** Behold thou art 
ead. Alas! alas! But be not an, 
gry with me, that I have married 
this lad much younger than thee. 
Alas! alas! I will not take the lefs 
care of thy fon, thy little darling, 
Alas! &c,”’ 

** Among the holy places there 
is one upon the road to Riga, at 
the diftance of about ten verits from 
Peterfburg. It is formed by a large 
lime-tree, whofe branches are in- 
terwoven with thofe of the forett 
that are neareft.to it, and forms @ 
delightful uatural bower. Peter the 
Great was charmed with this lovely 


fpot, 
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¢, and ufed frequently to ttop at 
‘, On the feitival of of, John, at 
pight, the chort “A aflemble under 
this tree, and remain ull morning, 
firieking, and finging, and dancing, 


{7s} 


round a great fire; concluding their 
orgies with burning a white cock, 
and making the abiurdeft icula- 
tions and grimaces imaginable," 





a 


MarR IAGE CEREMONTFS 


among 


the TSCHQUWASCHES, 


a Finnish Natron. 


{ From the faine Work, } 


(4 HENEVER «a Tichou- 
W walche has a mind to 
matry, he commiflions a friend ta 
bargain for a girl for him, who ai- 
ways gets her as cheap as pothble. 
The price of a girl for marriage is 
commonly from twenty to fifty ru- 
bles; but a good chafferer will get 
one at five, eight, or ten rubles: 
the rich, however, go as far as 
eighty. The portion of the bride 
is paid in cattle, houfhold furni- 
ture, and cloaths, and is in pro- 
portion to the fum paid for her. 

“ After thefe preliminaries, fol- 
lows a ceremony culled, ‘The carry- 
ing of the Prefents. “he young iman 
and his parents vilit the betrothed, 
pay the price agreed on, and make 
the new relations feveral forts of 
prefents, conlilting of fhirts, cloaths, 
and linen. On this occation, the 
father of the girl makes an offering 
ot a loaf of wheaten bread, and a 
portion of honey to the fun; which 
be prefents to that luminary, ac- 
companied with a’ prayer for a hap- 
py marriage, and profperity on the 
young people; after which, they fit 
down to eat and drink, and:appoint 
the wedding-day, 

“ ‘The day being arrived; the 
nuptials are celebrated in this man- 
ners The bride, covered with a 
veil, hides herfelf behind a f{creen ; 


fram which, after fome time, the 
gocs and walks round the eating- 
room, with a grave and folemn 
gait. Some young girls here brin 
her beer, honey, and bread; an 
when fhe has gone three times round 
the room, the bridegrodm enters, 
fuxitches off her veil, kiffes her, and 
changes rings with her, From this 
inftant fhe bears the name of /chou- 
rafnegher, ox betrothed girl, in qua- 
lity of which the diftributes bread, 
honey, and beer, to the guetts, 
with which they refreth themfelves. 
She then returns behind the fcreen, 
where the married women put her 
on a ghonfpou, ot cap of mlatron, 
panier tnd more a Mc than 
that fhe wore before the betrothing. 
“In the evening, when the bride 
and bridegroom undrefs, the lady 
is obliged to pull off her hufband’s 
boots. The next moriing, the 
come to look for the Mofaical proots 
of virginity; when, if it appears 
that the bride had been deflowered 
before, a boy, who ferves as a fort 
of paranymph, prefents a niug filled 
with beer to one of the principal 
aflittants: In the bottom of this 
muy is 4 hole, which thé ltd’ ftops' 
with his finger, but draws it away 
when the other has the mug at hie 
mouth: by which meatis the beer 
runs down his beard and bofom. 
This 
4 
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This fails not to excite much 
laughter from the company, and a 
bluth from the bride. But this ter- 
rible ceremony is never followed by 
uny more ferious confequences. The 
day after the bride appears as mif- 
trefs of the houfe, regales her friends, 
and they, divert themfelves better 
than the day before: they dance 
to the found of the Ruffian balalai- 
ca, the dudu, &c. Such of the 
Tichouwafches as have been bap- 
tized, notwithftanding their profef- 
fion of Chriftianity, obferve con- 
ftantly this national ceremonial ; not 
neglecting, however, to fubjoin the 
facerdotal benediction of the church, 
though a long time, perhaps, after 
the marriage in their own way. 
The wedding is often held at the 
houfe of the bridegroom’s parents, 
and is a fort of club dinner, to 
which every gueft brings his own 
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fhare. Before the 

a about, wan co 
top of it, made by an arrow. : 
ch cana te of ‘as pre ah J ‘oe 
o inclined, put a few k 

way of Seite, 7 

** Among the Tfchouwa 

hufband is mafter of the ton 
orders every thing himfelf; and it 
is the duty of the wife to obey with. 
out reply; a cuitom caleulited to 
prevent domettic broils: according. 
ly quarrels are very uncommon in 
the tamilies of the Tichouwafches 
If the hufband is utterly diffatisfied 
with his wife, he goes up to her 
tears off her veil, or her cap, called 
fourban; and this aét alone is the 
fign of acomplete divorce. All the 
Pagans among the Ti{cheremiffes, 
Mordvines, Votiaks, and Vogoules, 
have the fame cuftom; but the 
exertion of it is not very frequent.” 


» a loaf ig 
hole in the 
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ApvantTaces of the TERPTYARES, a Finnisu Nation, 


[ From the fame Work. } 


“ HESE little focicties en- 

joy almott all the poffible 
advantages of a country life: fuch 
of them as are not flothful, or negli- 
gent, or meet with no accidents, 
are for the moft part in comfortable 
circumftances. ‘The provinces they 
inhabit are very tertile. The 
forett with which Mount Oural is 
covered, and the hills with which 
this country abounds, afford great 
advantage for hunting, for breeding 
of cattle, and the care of bees. 
They cultivate the earth after the 
Rufhan manner, and tend their cattle 
and bees like the Bafchkirs; thus 
following the beft method in both 
purfuitse On their firft fettlement 


they were obliged to pay a tribute 
tothe Bafchkirs, for the foil they 
occupy: but the latter having re- 
volted about the beginning of the 
prefent century, the ‘Terptyareis 
were freed from that impofition, 
and have ever fince enjoyed the ter- 
ritory in their own right. They 
pay much lefs to the crown than 
the Ruffian boors, their poll-tax 
being only eighty kopecks per head, 
and none but the men are taxed, 
They are obliged, indeed, to fur- 
nifh carriage for forty-three poods 
of falt per man (or, in por 
about eight hundred thoufan ) 
from Ilek, in the neighbourhood of 


Orenburg, to the magazines on the 
river 
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river Belaya: but for this kind of 
impott they are paid a price, for 
which any other peafant, not hav- 
ing more urgent bufinefs, would be 
lad todo it. Even the four hun- 
Fred miners, which they are obliged 
to fend every year to the works at 
Orenburg, receive fixed wages, ac- 
cording to the agreement made be- 
tween them and government; and, 
in confideration of all this, they are 
freed from the charge of furnifhing 
recruits for the armies of the crown. 
Thefe great advantages and immu- 
nities granted to this — race 
may appear unjuft in refpect of the 
burdens laid on the other fubjects 
of the empire; but it is probable 
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that the Terptyareis only enjoy it 
in virtue of their connexion with 
the Bafchkirs, a people extremely 
jealous of their liberty, and always 
ready to oppofe and reject the flight- 
eftinnovation. Their populoutnefs 
is proportionable to the advantages 
they enjoy. At every numbering 
they have been found to have mul- 
tiplied confiderably ; and, at the 
lait, which was made in the year 
1762, they were reckoned at thirty- 
three thoufand fix hundred and 
fifty fix that paid tribute in the 
province of QOufa, in the Oural 
of the province of Ifet, and in the 
diftrict of Bouguelmintk.” 





Peculiar Senriment of the OSTIAKS, a Finnisu Nation. 


[ From the fame Work. ] 


“ HE Oftiaks believe, that 

bears enjoy, after death a 
happinefs at leaft equal to that 
which they expect for themfelves. 
Whenever they kill one of thefe 
animals, they fing fongs over him, 


in which they afk his pardon, and 
hang up_ his fkin, to which they 
fhew many civilities, and pay many 
fine compliments, to induce him 
not to take vengeance on them in 
the abode of fpirits.” 





Prefent State of the TARTAR NATIONS in the Russtan 


Empire. 


{From the fame Work.] 


9 A‘ prefent the number of in- 
; dependent Tartarian hordes 
is not great. They confift of only 
thofe that ftill inhabit the fouth- 
weft part of the ancient Great Tar- 
tary, towards the frontiers of Perfia, 
of India, and of Soongaria, the 
Great Horde of the Kirguifians, the 
Boucharians, the Ghivinfes, the 


Karakalpaks, the Troughmenes, the 
Tafchkentians, the ‘Tourkoftans, 
and the Aralians. Befides thefe, 
there are ftill feveral hordes of No- 
gais Tartars near the Black Sea, 
which, by the peace concluded be- 
tween Ruflia and the Porte, in 
1774, were declared independent 
on the Ottoman dominion, as well 

us 
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ae the Tartats of the Krimea, and 
thofe of Beflarabia. But all chefe 
hordes are fo feeble, tbat they are 
obliged ‘to feek the protection of 
each other, or of their neighbours, 
as circumftances direct. The other 
hordes are partly fubjeéts and partly 
allies to Ruffia, the Ottoman Porte, 
the Great Megul, China, and Per- 
fia, efpecially before the troubles 
of this laft kingdom. Thofe hordes 
alone, that acknowledce obedience 
to Ruffia; are the object of the pre- 
fent undertaking, 

“ The Tartarian nations eftab- 
lifhed within the empire of Rutfiia, 
dwell along the northern coaft of 
the Cafpian Sea and the Euxine, 
the northern fide of Mount Cauca- 
fus, the Steppes (thofe vaft deferts 
extending from the eaftermoit part 
of the river Oural, quite to Soon- 
garia), the whole fouthern fide of 
the haft mentioned river, the moun- 
tains and frontiers of Siberia to- 
wards the fouth, the Steppes which 
reach from the river Tobol to the 
other fide of Yenifci; and, laftly, 
the deferts fituated to the middle of 
the Lena. It is, moreover, to be 
remarked, that a confiderable num- 
ber of Tartar colonies are diitri- 
buted among the habitations of the 
Ruffians, efpecially in the govern- 
ments of Kafan, Orenburg, and 
Tobolfk. Near the Yenifei are full 
to be feen remnants of different peo- 
ple, whofe manner of life, and par- 
ticular cuftoms, have a great re- 
femblance with thofe of the Tar- 
tars; but they are miftaken who 
imagine them to be ‘lartars of 
Krafnoyarfk. Without reckoning 
thefe lait, of whom the number 1s 
but finall, the Tartars taken in ge- 
neral are, next to the Ruffians, the 
moft numerous people of the em- 
pire. 


‘© The Tartars have been in pof- 


ftffion of all the countr 


mentioned, at leaft the gr 
of each, ewer fince the 


ies above 
eateit part 


Tartar 
; cr an 
empire was in its fplendour, and all 
of them abound in monuments of 


former power. Remains of ditches 


and ramparts ate frequentl 

with, which horetelnen edabaae oa 
rounded fmall towns now Quite de. 
molithed, or were defigned for the 
defence of camps, torts or caftles 
the veftiges of which are often to be 
difcovercd upon the fpot, as well ag 
other traces of decayed importance, 
The Ruffians give all thefe ruins the 
naine of gorodifcht{che, little towns 
demolifhed. Many of them are in 
tolerable prefervation, arid make 
fome figure even at prefent. The 


Jlabode or Tartarian fuburb of Ka. 


fimof, on the Oka, feems to have 
been the refidence of fome kan. In 
the midft of the ruins of that city 
is a round and elevated tower, called 
in their language Mi/quer, a fort of 
temple, or building deitined to devo- 
tion: befides this, here are evidently 
the walls of a palace; and, in one 
of the ma/arets, or burial places, is 
a very confiderable maufoleun ; all 
which edifices are built of hewn ftone 
and bricks. From an Arabic infcrip- 
tion we learn that the kan of Scha- 
gali was buried there in the g62d year 
of the hegira, or the 1520th year 
of the Chriftrian chronology. Near 
Mount Caucafus are ftill very con- 
fiderable remains of Madfchar, a ce- 
lebrated city of former times. In 
the environs of Aftrachan the ruins 
of ancient Aftrachan are very vilible; 
and the rubbifh and ramparts of am 
other refpectable town ftilt exift near 
Tzaritzin, on the left fhore of the 
Volga. A little below the mouth 
of the Kama, which empties itfelf 
into the above mentioned river, are 
many fuperd monuments of the an- 
cient city Biaighimova or Bul o 
co 


ce el oe ee eee. 





confifting of towers, mof ques, houfes, 
and fepulchres, all built of ftone or 
brick. The oldett epitaphs have 
been there more than eleven centu- 
ries, and the moft modern at leatt 
four hundred years. Not far from 
hence, on the Tfcheremicham, are 
found ruins fomewhat more injured 
by the depredations of time: they 
are thofe of Boulymer, an ancient 
and very confiderable city of the 
Bulgarians, which afterwards falling 
tothe Tartars, they erected upon its 
ruins the fmall town of Bilyairtk. 
In the fortrefs of Kafan is a monu- 
ment of the ancient Tartarian king- 
dom of that name. Its lofty walls 
are fo broad that they ferve at prefent 
for ramparts ;- the turrets of which 
as well as the old palace of the kan, 
are byilt of hewn ae Aicending 
the river Kafanka, we mect with 
epitaphs and the ftrong ramparts of 
the old Kafan. Near the Oufa are 
cemeteries full of innumerable in- 
{criptions, and feveral fepulchral 
vaults. The ramparts of Sibir, the 
ancient capital of Tartary, are ftill 
feen about Tobolfk upon the Irtifch. 
The lofty walls of Tontoura appear 
yet in the Baraba; and near the 
mouth of the Oural are the ditches 
of the city Saratfchik: not to men- 
tion a great number of other fe- 
pulchres and ruins of Siberia; and 
efpecially all thofe that are to be met 
with in the defert of Kirguis, which 
abounds in the relics of opulent 
cities. 

“ The conftitution and political 
ftate of the Tartarian nations with 
re(fpect to the empire of Ruffia, are 
eflentially the fame with thofe of the 
Finnifh nations. ‘The Tartars are a 
free people, and are permitted peace- 
ably to enjoy the conftitution of their 
anceftors. They elect their own 
chiefs always from among them- 
felveg; and generally out of their 
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nobility, which confifts of princes 
defcended in a direét line from 
Tichinguis, Bathi, and others of 
their ancient fovereigns, who have 
rendered themfelves tamous by their 
great exploits. At the beginning of 
their fubjection they paid the crown 
of Rutffia the fame tribute they had 
done betore to their ancient kans ; 
but fince that time they have been 
much relieved, and their taxes are 
regulated now according to circum- 
{tances and the ability of the people. 
The yajaé or tribute is in general 
very moderate: and there are fome 
whole fettlements of them, who, 
inttead of paying tribute, perfornt 
inilitary fervice in quality of kofaks ; 
and the hordes that are in alliance or 
under protection, neither ferve nor 
pay. 

* It need only to be obferved, 
with refpecit to their manner of life, 
that the wandering lartats, as well 
as the ftationary, have an inexpref- 
fible veneration for the cuttoms of 
their anceftors. The ancient orien- 
tal fimplicity is therefore perfectly 
preferved among them, with its in- 
feparable concomitants, frugality, 
and parfimony. Great economy is 
confpicuous in their manners, their 
habitations, their food, and their 
drefs. Thofe that are rich have no 
train proportionate to their fortune, 
and the reft never incur an expence 
which it would be inconvenient ta 
them to difecharge. In like manner 
the old national pride of the Tartars 
is maintained at this day in all its 
vigour. Itis notonly the great that, 
boaft of their genealogies; but even 
the meanett people, however defti- 
tute of education, warm their ima- 
gination with raptures on the ancient. 
iplendor of the Tartarian empire 
and often break out in wifhes and. 
ardent longings for the re-eftabli(h. 
ment of their foriner power; of the 

fincerity 
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fincerity of which their reiterated 
and bloody contefts with the Bafch- 
kirs are fo many proofs. This ts 
probably one chief motive why the 
government excludes from the ma- 
giftracy and the higher ranks in the 
army all the ftationary Mahomme- 
dan Tartars, amongit whom are men 
of great capacity, deficient neither 
in courage or underftanding. As 
to the Pagan Tartars, their perfect 
ignorance renders them icarcely fit 
for obedience, much Icts tor com- 
mand. 

“The whole race of Tartars 
fpeak the Tourouk or Tourkifh lan- 
guage, which they call the Tour- 
koftan. The Mahommedans, who 
learn it young, both {peak and write 
it in an uniform and correct manner. 
‘They make ufe of the Arabic alpha- 
bet ; and all their devotions and re- 
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ligious acts are in that 
though but a few 
fpezk it. Whenever they intend + 
write neatly, they ute a pen made f 
arced, and a fort of Chinefe jy ; 
the compofition of which js as fol 
lows: they burn a quantity of miller 
to a coal, and then mix 7p with 
lamp-biack and vum-Water, The 
language of the lartars js rich 
flexible, and mellifuous: they fpeak 
very low, and with a tone or ca. 
dence. The Pagan Tartars have 
neither f{chools nor writing ; for 
which reafon their language faffers 
much, is confiderably mixed with 
thofe of their neighbours, has de- 
generated into io many different 
dialects, and uncergone fuch altera. 
tions, that they can hardly under- 
ftand the other Tartars, or be un. 
deritood by them.” 


; language, 
of their Plietks 


Being Part of an Extract from 


Refidence in, the Empire of JAPAN. 


[ From the Pu1LosoputcaL TRANSACTIONS, Vol. 70. ] 


“ HE complexions of the 

Japanefe are in_ general 
yellowifh, although fome few, ge- 
nerally women, are almoft white. 
Their narrow eyes and high eye- 
brows are like thoie of the Chincfe 
and Tartars. Their nofes, though 
not flat, are fhorter and thicker than 
our’s. Their hair is univerfall 
black; andfuch a famenefs of fafhion 
reigns through this whole empire, 
that the head-drefs is the fame trom 
the emperor to the peafant. 

‘‘ The mode of the men’s head- 
drefs is fingular; the middle part 
of their heads, from the forchead 
very far back, is clofe-fhaven ; the 
hair remaining round the temples 





and nape of the neck is turned up, 
and tied upon the top of the head 
into a kind of brufh about as long as 
a finger; this brufh is again lapped 
round with white thread, and bent 
a little backwards. 

* The women preferve all their 
hair, and, drawing it together on 
the top of the “ae 4 roll it round a 
loop, and faftening it down with 
pins, to which ornaments are affix- 
ed, draw out the fides tll they ap- 
pear like little wings; behind this 4 
comb is ftuck in. 

“ Phyficians and priefts are the 
only exception to the general 
fafhion: they fhave their heads ¢n- 


tirely, and are by that means dif- 
tinguithed 
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tinguifhed from the reft of the peo- 

le. 
me The fafhion of their clothes 
has alfo remained the fame from the 
higheft antiquity. They confift of 
one or more loofe gowns, tied about 
the middle with a fath; the women 
wear them much longer than the 
men, and dragging on the ground. 
In fummer they are very thin; but 
in winter quilted with filk or cotton 
wadding. 

* People of rank have them made 
of filk; the lower clafs of cotton 
ftuffs. Women generally wear a 
greater number of them than men, 
and have them more ornamented, 
often with gold or filver flowers 
woven into the ftuff. 

“ Thefe gowns are generally left 
open at the breaft: their fleeves are 
very wide, but partly fewed up in 
front, fo as to make a kind of pocket, 
into which they can eafily put their 
hands, and in this they generally 
carry papers, or fuch like light 
things.- 

“Men of confequence are dif- 
unguifhed from thofe of inferior 
rank by a fhort jacket of thin black 
ftuff, which is worn over their 
gowns, and trowfers open on the 
fides, but fewed together near the 
bottom, which take in their {kirts. 
Some ufe drawers, but all have their 
legs naked. They wear fandals of 
ftraw, faftened to their feet by a bow 
pailing over the inftep, and a ftring 
which patfes between the great toe 
and that next to it, fixing to the 
bow. In winter they have focks of 
linen, and in rainy or dirty weather 
wooden fhoes. 

“They never cover their heads 
but on a journey, when they ufe a 
canonical cap made of ftraw; at 
other times they defend themfelves 
from the fun or the rain by fans or 
umbrellas, 
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“In their fath they faften the 
fabre, fan, and tobacco-pipe; the 
fabre always on the left fide, and 
(contrary to our European eaftom) 
with the fharp edge uppermoft. 
Thofe who are in public employ- 
ments wear two, the one phi . 
ably longer than the other 

“ Their houfes are built with 
upright pofts, crofled and wattled 
with bamboo, plaiftered both with- 
out and within, and white wafhed. 
They generally have two ftories ; 
but the uppermott is low, and feldom 
inhabited. The roofs are covered 
with pantiles, large and heavy, but 
neatly made. The floors are ele- 
vated two feet from the ground, and 
covered with planks. On thefe are 
laid mats which are double, and filled 
with ftraw three or four inches thick. 
The whole houfe confifts of one 
large room; but may be divided at 
pleafure into feveral fmaller, by par- 
titions made with frames of wood, 
filled up with painted papery that fix 
into grooves made for that purpofle 
in the floor and ceiling. The win- 
dows are alfo frames of wood, di- 
vided into fquares, filled up with 
very thin white paper, tran{parent 
enough to anfwer tolerably well the 
purpofe of glafs. 

“ They have no furniture in 
their rooms; neither tables, chairs, 
ftools, benches, cup-boards, or even 
beds. Their cuftom is to fit down 
on their heels upon the mats, which 
are always foft and clean. ‘Their 
victuals are ferved up to them ona 
low board, raifed but a few inches 
from the floor, and one difh only at 
atime. Mirrors they have, but ne- 
ver fix them up in their houfes as 
ornamental furniture: they are made 
of a compound metal, and ufed only 
at their toilets. 

‘* Notwithftanding the feverity 
of their winters, which obliges them 
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to warm their houfes from Novem- 
ber to March, they have neither 
fire-places nor’ ftoves: inftead of 
thefe they ufe large copper pots 
Standing upon legs. Thefe are lined 
on the infide with loam, on which 
afhes are laid to fome depth, and 
charcoal lighted upon them, which 
feems to' be prepared in fome man- 
ner which renders the fumes of it 
not at all dangerous. 

“The Portuguefe, in all proba- 
bility, firft introduced the ufe of 
tobacco into Japan: however, be 
that as it may, they ufe it now with 
great frugality, though both fexes, 
old and young, continually fmoke it, 
blowing out the finoke through their 
noftrils. ‘The firft compliment of- 
fered to a ftranger in their houfes is 
a difli of tea and a pipe of tobacco. 
Their pipes have mouth pieces and 
bowls of brafs or white copper. 
The hollow of the bowl is fo fmall 
as fcarcely tocontain an ordinary pea. 
The tobacco is cut as fine as a hair 
about a finger’s length, and is rolled 
up in fimall balls like pills, to fit the 
fmall hollow in the bowl of the pipe ; 
which pills, as they can laft but for 
a few whifts, mutt be very frequent- 
ly renewed. 

** Fans are ufed by both fexes 
equally, and are, within or without 
doors, their inieparable companions. 

*“* The whole nation are naturally 
- cleanly: every houfe, whether pub- 
lic or private, has a bath, of which 
conftant and daily ule is made by the 
whole family. : 

** You feldom meet 2 man who 
has not his mark imprinted on the 
fleeves and back of his cloaths, in 
the fame colour in which the pattern 
is printed: white {pots are left in 
manufacturing them, for the pur- 
pote of inferting thefe marks. 

** Obedience to parents and re- 
fpe& to fuperiors is the characteriftic 
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of this nation. It is pleafin 

the refpeét with — Sinton 
treat thofe of high rank: if the 

meet them abroad, they fto “i 
they have paffed by; if ina hou 
they keep at a diftance, bowing their 
heads to the ground. Their faly. 
tations and converfations between 
equais abound alio with civility and 
politenefs: to this children are early 
accuftomed by the example of their 
parents. 

“Their penal laws are very fe. 
vere; but punifhments are feldom 
infli€ted. Perhaps there is no coun. 
try where fewer crimes ugaintt fo- 
ciety are committed. 

* Their ufage of names differs 
from that of all other nations. The 
family name is never made ufe of 
but in figning folemn contraés, and 
the particular name by which indi- 
viduals are diftinguifhed in conver- 
fation varies according to the age 
or fituation of the perfon who makes 
ufe of it; fo that fometimes the 
fame perfon is, in his life-time, 
known by five or fix different names. 

*¢ They reckon their age by even 
years, not regarding whether they 
were born at the beginning or the 
end of a year, fo that a child is faid 
to be a year old on the new year’s 
day after his birth, even though 
he has not been born many days. 

“© Commerce and manufactures 
flourifh here, though, as thefe peo- 
ple have few wants, they are not 
carried to the extent which we ite 
in Europe. Agriculture is fo well 
underftood, that the whole country, 
even to the tops of the hills, is cul- 
tivated. They trade with no fo 
reigners but the Dutch and Chinele, 
and in both cafes with companies of 
privileged merchants. The Dutch 
export copper and raw camphor, for 
which they give in return fugaty 
ripe cloves, fappan wood, ivory = 








jead, tortoife-fhell, chintz, and a 
few trifles more. 

_* As the Dutch company do not 
pay duty in Japan, either on their 
exports or imports, they fend an 
annual prefent to the court, confift- 
ing of cloth, chintz, fuccotas, cot- 
tons, ftuffs, and trinkets. 

“ T had the fatisfaction to attend 
the ambaflador, who was intrufted 
with thefe prefents, on his gurney 
to Jeddo, the capital of this va 
empire, fituated at an immenfe 
diftance from Nagafacci, a journey 
on which three Europeans only are 

ermitted to go, attended by two 
hundred Japanefe at leat. 

“ We left our little ifland of De- 
zima, and the town of Nagafacci, on 
the 4th of March, 1776, and tra- 
velled through Cocora to Simonofeki, 
where we arrived on the 12th, and 
found a veffel prepared for us: we 
embarked on board her, and coafted 
along to Fiogo. From thence we 
travelled by land to Ofacca, one of 
the principal commercial towns in 
the empire. At this place we re- 
mained the 8th and gth of April, 
and on the roth arrived at Miaco, 
the refidence of the Dairi, or eccle- 
fiaitical emperor. Here we alfo 
ftayed two days: but after that 
made the beft of our way to Jeddo, 
where we arrived on the 1ft of May. 

“ We were carried by men in a 


kind of palankins, called norimons, 
covered, and provided with windows. 
The prefents alfo and our provifions 
were carried on men’s fhoulders,. ex- 
cept a few articles which were load- 
ed on pack-horfes. The Japanefe 
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officers who attended us provided us 
with every thing, fo that our jour. 


‘ney was by no means troublefome. 


_“ On the 18th we hadsan au- 
dience of the Cubo, or temporal 
emperor, of the heir-apparent, and 
of the twelve fenators ; the day fol- 
lowing, of the ecclefiaftical govers 
nors, the governors of the town, 
and other high officers. Onthe 23d 
we had our audience of leave, We 
left Jeddo on the 26th of May, and 
arrived at Miaco on the 7th of. une, 
Here we had an audience. of the 
emperor’s viceroy, to whom we allo 
made prefents, as we were not al- 
lowed to fee the Dairi, or ecclefiatti- 
cal emperor. On the 11th we pro- 
cured leave to walk about the town, 
and vifit the temples and principal 
buildings, In the evening we fet 
out for Ofacca, which town we were 
alfo permitted to view, which we 
did on the 13th. 

“* We faw temples, theatres, and 
many curious buildings; but, above 
all, the manufactory of copper, 
which is melted here and no where 
elfe in the empire. 

* On the 14th we had an audience 
of the governors of this town; after 
which we refumed our journey to 
Fiogo, where we again embarked on 
the 18th, and proceeded by fea to 
Simonofeki, from whence we ar- 
rived on the 23d at Cocora, and from 
thence were carried in norimons to 
Nagafacci, and arrived at our little 
ifland Dezima on the laft day of 
June, after an abfence of one hun- 
dred and eighteen days.” 
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Part of Mr. JOHN HUNTER’s Account of the FREE MARTIN, 


[ From the Putrosopxicat Transactions, Vol. 69. } 


* WT is a known fact, and, I be- 
lieve is underftood to be 
univerfal, that when a cow brings 
forth two calves, and that one of 
them is a bull-calf and the other a 
cow to appearance, the cow-calf is 
unfit for propagation; but the bull- 
calf becomes a very proper bull. 
They are known not to breed; they 
do not fhew even the leaft inclina- 
tion for the bull, nor does the bull 
ever take the leaft notice of them. 

“ This cow-calf is called in this 
country a free martin; and this fin- 
gularity is juftas well known among 
the farmers as cither cow or bull. 

“ This calf has all the external 
marks of a cow-calf fimilar to what 
js mentioned in the unnatural her- 
maphrodite, viz. the teats and the 
external female parts, called by 
farmers the bearing. 

“When they are preferved it is 
not for propagation, but for all the 
purpofes of an ox or fpayed heiter, 
viz. to yoke with the oxen, and to 
fatten for the table. 

“ They refemble in form thofe 
imperfect animals very much, viz. 
they are much larger than either the 
bull or the cow, and the horns grow 
larger, being very fimilar to the 
horns of an ox. 

“ The bellow of the free-martin 
is fimilar to that of an ox, which is 
not at all like that of a bull; it is 


more of the cow, although not ex. 
actly that. 

** The meat is alfo fimilar to that 
of the ox or {payed heifer, viz, 
much finer in the fibre than either 
the bull or cow; and they are more 
fufceptible of growing fat with good 
food. By fome they are fup fedto 
exceed the ox and heifer in delicacy 
of food, and bear a higher price at 
market, . 

“© However, it feems that this is 
not univerfal ; for I was lately in- 
formed by Charles Palmer, Eq, of 
Luckley, in Berkfhire, that there was 
a free martin killed in his neigh- 
bourhood, and, from the general 
idea of its being better meat than 
common, every neighbour befpoke a 

iece, which turned out nearly as 
bad as bull beef, at leaft worfe than 
that of a cow. It is probable, that 
this might arife from this one hav- 
ing more the properties of the bull 
than the cow, as we {hall fee here- 
after that they are fometimes more 
the one than the other. 

‘Free martins are faid to be in 
fheep; but from the accounts given 
of them, I fhould very much fufpect 
that thefe are hermaphrodites pro- 
duced in the common way, and not 
like thofe of cattle. They are often 
imperfect males, feveral of which I 
have feen. They are mentioned as 


both male and female, which is not 
reconcileable 
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reconcileable to the account given 
of the free martin. 

“| believe it has never been even 
fuppofed what this animal is, with 
all thefe peculiarities. 

«“ From the fingularity of the 
animal, and the account of its pro- 
duction, I was almoft ready to fup- 

ofe the account a vulgar error: yet 
rom the univerfality of its teftimo- 
ny it appeared to have fome founda- 
tion; and therefore I made all the 
inquiry I could for an opportunity 
of feeing one, and alfo to examine 
it. Since which time I have ac- 
cordingly had an opportunity of 
fecing three ; the firft of which was 
one belonging to John Arbuthnot, 
Efq. of Mitcham, which was calved 
in his own farm. He was fo obliging 
us to give me an opportunity of facies 
fying myfelf. He allowed me, firft, 
to have a drawing made of the ani- 
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mal while alive, which was executed 
by Mr. Gilpin. When the drawing 
was made of Mr. Arbuthnot’s free 
martin, John Wells, Efq. of Bick- 
ley Farm, near Bromley, in Kent, 
was prefent, and informed us, that 
a cow of his had calved two calves ; 
and that one was a bull-calf, and 
the other a cow-calf. I defired Mr. 
Arbuthnot to fpeak to Mr. Wells to 
keep them, or let me buy them of 
him; but, from his great defire for 
natural knowledge, he very readily 
preferved both, till the bull fhewed 
all the figns of a good bull, when 
he fold him. 

** From the diffection of the three 
above-mentioned free martins, it 
plainly appeared, that they were all 
hermaphrodites differing from one 
another; as is alfothe cafe in her- 
maphrodites in other tribes.” 





Dr. MATTHEW GUTHRIE?’s Account of the Manner in which the 
RUSSIANS treat Perfons affected by the Fumes of Burninc Cuar- 


coat, and other Effluvia of the fame Nature. 


In a Letter to Dr. 


PRIESTLEY, from St. Pererssure. 


[ From the fame. ] 


* 7 SHALL endeavour to recollect, 

according to your delire, the 
particulars of that part of my former 
letter, which related tothe mode of 
recovering people in Ruffia, who are 
apparently deprived of lite by the 
principle emitted from burning char- 
coal, or by the incruftation formed 
upon the infides of the boors huts 
when it thaws. 

“* People of conditton in this 
country, have double windows to 
their houfes in winter; but the com- 
moner fort have only fingle ones, 
which is the reafon that, during a 
fevere froft, there is an incruftation 


formed upon the infides of the glafs- 
windows. This feéms to be com- 
pofed of condenfed breath, perfpira- 
tion, &c. as anumber of people live 
and fleep in the fame fmall room, 
efpecially in great cities. This ex- 
crementitious cruft is farther impreg- 
nated with the phlogifton of candles, 
and of the oven with which the 
chamber is heated. 

“When a thaw fucceeds a hard 
froft of long duration, and this plate 
of ice is converted into water, there 
is a principle fet loofe, which pro- 
duces all the terrible effects upon 
the human body which the principle 

F3 emitted 
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emitted from charcoal is fo well 
known to do in this country, where 
people every day fuffer from it. How- 
ever, the Ruffians conftantly lay the 
biame upon the oven, when they are 
affected by the thawing of the cruft, 
as the efieéis are perfectly fimilar, 
and they cannot bring themf{elves to 
believe, that the diffolving of fo 
{mall a portion of ice can be attend- 
ed with any bad confequence, when 
they daily melt larger mafles without 
danger: yet the oven docs not at all 
account for the complaints brought 
on at this period ; for, upon exaimie 
nation, they generally find ever 
thing right there, and itil the xgar, 
or hurtful yapour, remaining in the 
room. 

“© As the effects of both are fimi- 
jar, as i have faid above, and like- 
wile the mode of recovery, I fhall 
only give you an account ot the ope- 
yation of the principle emitted by 
burning charcoal, and of the method 
of bringing thofe people to life who 
have been /uffocated by it (as I think 
jt is erroneoufly termed): this will 
fu rfede the neceflity of giving the 

iftory of both, or rather it will be 
giving both at the fame time, 

* Ruffian houfes are heated by 
the means of ovens; and the manner 
of heating them ‘is as follows. A 
number of billets of wood are placed 
in the peech or ftove, and allowed to 
burn till they fallin a mafs of bnght 
red cinders; then the vent above is 
Mut up, and likewife the door of the 

eech which opens into the room, 
a order to concentrate the heat: 
This makes the tiles of which the 

eech is compofed as hot as you de- 
8 and fufficiently warms the apart- 
ment; but fometimes a fervant is fo 
negligent as to fhut up the peech or 
oven before the wood is fulliciently 
burnt; forthe red cinders fhould be 
aurned over from time to time to fee 


that no bit of wood remains of g 
blackifh colour, but that the whole 
mafs is of an uniform glare (as if 
almoft tranfparent) before the opens 
ings are fhut, elfe the ugar or Vapour 
is irre to fucceed to mifmanagement 
of this fost, and its effects are as 
follows. 

** If a perfon lays himfelf down 
to fleep in the room expofed to the 
influence of this vapour, he falls into 
fo found a fleep, that it is difficult to 
awake him, but he feels (or is fenfible 
of) nothing. There is no {pafm 
excited in the trachea arteria of 
lungs to roufe him, nor does the 
breathing, by all accounts, feem to 
be particularly affected: in thort, 
there 1s no one fymptom of futtoca- 
tion; but towards the end of the 
cataftrophe, a fort of groaning ig 
heard by people in the next room, 
which brings them fometiines to the 
relief of the fufferer. If a perfon 
only fits down in the room, without 
intention to fleep, he is, after fome 
tune, feized with a drowzinefs and 
inclination to vomit. However this 
lait fymptom feldom affects a R uifian: 
it is chiefly foreigners who are awak- 
ed to their danger by a xau/ea; but 
the natives, in common with ftrangers, 
perceive adull pain in their heads, and 
if they do not remove directly, which 
they are often too fleepy to do, are 
foon deprived of their fenfes and 
power of motion, infomuch, that if 
no perfon fortunately difcovers them 
within an hour after this work ftage, 
they are irrecoverably loft; for the 
Ruffians fay, that they do not fucceed 
in reftoring to life thofe who have 
lain more than an hour in a fate of 
infenfibility. 

“The recovery is always ate 
tempted, and often effected, in this 
manner. They carry the patient 
immediately out of doors, and lay 
him, upon the fhow, with posing 
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on him but a fhirt and linen drawers, 
His ftomach and temples are then 
well rubbed with fnow, and cold 
water, or milk is poured down his 
throat. This friction is continued 
with frefh fnow until the livid hue, 
which the body had when brought 
out, is changed to its natural colour, 
and life renewed; then they cure 
the violent head-ach which remains 
by binding on the forehead a cata- 
plafin of black rye bread, and vinegar, 

‘‘ In this manner, the unfor- 
tunate man is perfectly reftored, 
without blowing up the lungs, as is 
neceflary in the cafe of drowned 
perfons: on the contrary, they be- 
gin to play of themfelves fo foon as 
the furcharge of phlogifton makes 
its efcape from the body. 

‘ Itis well worthy of obfervation, 
how diametrically oppofite the modes 
are of reitoring to life, thofe who 
are deprived of it by water, and 
thofe who have loft it by the fumes 
of charcoal: the one confifting in 
the internal and external application 
of heat, and the other in that of 
cold. It may be alleged that the fti- 
mulus of the cold produces heat, and 
the fact feems to be confirmed by the 
Ruffian method of reftoring circula- 
tion in a frozen limb by means of 
fricton with fnow. But what is fin- 
gular in the cafe of people apparent- 
ly deprived of life in the manner 
treated of is, that the body is much 
warmer when brought out of the 
room than at the inftant life is reftor- 
ed, and that they awake cold and 
fhivering. The colour of the body 
is allo changed from a livid red to 
its natural complexion, which toge- 
ther with fome other circumftances, 
would almoft lead one to fufpedt, 
that they are reftored to life by the 
{now and cold water fome how or 
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other freeing them from the load of 
peiaion, with which the-fyftem 

ems to be replete; for although 
the firft application of cold water to 
the human body produces heat, yer, 
if often repeated in a cold atmo- 
{phere, it then cools inftead of con- 
BAMAS to heat, juft as the cold 
bath does when a perfon remains 
long in it. 

** In fhort, I thinkit is altogether. 
a curious fubject, whether you take 
into confideration the mode of aétion 
of the principle emitted by burnin 
charcoal, and our phlogifticated. 
cruft; or the operation of the fhow 
and cold water. However, I thall 
by no means take upon me to decide, 
whether the dangerous fymptoms re- 
lated above are ob by the air 
in the room being fo faturated with 
phlogifton as to be unable to take 
up the penpes quantity from the 
lungs, which occafions a furcharge 
in the fyftem, according to your 
theory; or whether fo fubtle a fluid 
may fjomchow find its way into the 
circulation, and thereby arreft the 
vital powers: nor fhall I determine 
whether the livid hue of the body 
when brought out is changed intoa 

aler colour by the atmofphere fomes 
— or other abforbing and freeing 
the blood from the colouring princis 
pic, as you have fhewn to be the cafe 
with blood out of the body: thefe 
are curious inquiries that I fhall leave 
to your inveftigation. I have onl 
endeavoured to collect facts from a 
number of natives who have met 
with this accident themfelves, or 
have affifted in refloring others to 
life. It is fo common a cafe here 
that it is perfectly familiar to them, 
and they never call in medical aflift- 


ance.’” 


F 4 CONCLUSION 
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CONCLUSION ofthe ABBE FONTAN A’s Accounr of the 


AIRS extraéted from different Kinds of WATE 
Thoughts on the Salubrity of Air at different Places, 


S; with 


[ From the fame. ] 


s¢ Ww HAVE not the leaft hefitation 
in afferting that the ecxperi- 
ments made to alcertain the falubrity 
of the atmofpherical air in various 
laces, in different countries and 
Ftnetions mentioned by feveral 
authors, are not to be depended 
upon; becaufe the method they ufed 
was far from being exact, the ele- 
ments or ingredients for the experi- 
ment were unknown and uncertain, 
and the refults very different from 
one another. 

* & When all the errors are corre¢t- 
ed, it will be found, that the differ- 
ence between the air of one country 
and that of another, at different 
times, is much lefs than what is 
commonly believed, and that the 
great differences found by various 
obfervers are owing to the fallacious 
effects of uncertain methods. This 
I advance from experience; for 
when I was in the fame error, I 
found very great differences between 
the refults of the experiments of this 
nature which ought to have been 
fimilar ; which diverfities I attributed 
to myfelf rather than to the method 
1 then ufed. At Paris 1 examined 
the air of different places at the fame 
time, and efpecially of thofe fitua- 
tions where it was moft probable to 
meet with infected air, becaufe thofe 
abounded with putrid fub- 

ances and impure exhalations; but 
the differences L-obferved were very 
fmall, and much lefs than what could 
have been fufpected ; for they hardly 
arrived to one fiftieth of the air in 
the tube. Having taken the air of 
the hill called Mont Valeriea, at the 


height of about soo feet above the 
level of Paris, and compared it with 
the air of Paris taken at the fame 
time and treated alike; I found the 
former to be hardly one thirtieth 
better than the latter. In London 
I have obferved almoft the fame. 
The air of Iflington and that of 
London fuffered an equal diminution 
by the mixture of nitrous air; yet 
the air of Itlington is efteemed to be 
much better. I have examined the 
air of Lodon, taken at different 
heights; (for inftance, in the ftreet, 
at the fecond floor, and at the top of 
the adjoining houfes) and have 
found it to be of the fame quality. 
Having taken the air at the iron gal- 
lery ot St. Paul’s cupola at the height 
of 313 feet above the ground, and 
likewife the air of the ftone gallery 
which is 202 feet below the other; 
and having compared thefe two quan- 
tities of air with that of the ftreet 
adjoining; I found that there was 


fearcely any fenfible difference be- 


tween them, although taken at fuch 
different heights. 

' In this experiment a circum: 
ftance is to be confidered, which 
muft have contributed to render the 
above-mentioned differences more 
fenfible; this is, the agitation of the 
air of the cupola, for there was felt a 
pretty brifk wind upon it, which I 
obferved to be ftronger and ftronger 
the higher I afcended ; whereas in the 
ftreet, and indeed in all the ftreets 
I pafled through, there was no fenfi- 
ble wind to be felt. This. experi- 
ment was made at four in the after- 


noon, the weather being clear. The 
quick- 
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ick-fitver in the barometer at that 
time was 28,6 inches high, and 
Fahrenheit’s thermometer ftood at 
54° After having related all thefe 
circumftances, it will be neceflary to 
give the mean refult of all the various 
experiments made upon each of thofe 
quantities of air treated after my 
method with the nitrous air. The 
air of the —— Il— 13, I1 x6; 
the air of the ftone gallery, which 
was 202 feet high, pare Il—14, 
IIx; and the air of the iron gal- 
lery, which was 303 feet high, gave 
Il—14, 11 x §. The refults of the two 
laft experiments are exactly the fame ; 
and that of the firft is hardly at all 
diferent from them. Mr. Cavallo, 
who has fhewn the literary world 
his ability in examining nature, af- 
fitted me in thefe experiments, fo 
that a miftake can hardly be fuf- 
pected. Fromthis weclearly fee, how 
little the experiments hitherto pub- 
lithed, about the differences of com- 
mon air, are to be depended upon. 
In general I find, that the air changes 
from one time to another; fo that 
the differences between them are 
far greater than thofe of the airs 
of different countries, or different 
heights: for inftance, I have found 
that the air of London, inthe months 
of September, October, and Novem- 
ber, 1778, when treated with the 
nitrous air, gave Il—6, II1xrs, 
which is a mean refult of many ex- 
ange which differed very little 
rom each other. The 26th day of 
November laft, I-found the air for 
the firft time much better, for it gave 
Il—12, I1x12; but the rgth of 
February laft, the air gave I1—18, 
Il x7; from whence it appears that 
the air of this 14th of February was 
better than it had been for fix months 
before. There can be no doubt of 
the accuracy of the experiments, 
becaute I compared the air taken at 
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different times with that which I had 
firft ufed in the month of Septem. 
ber, and which I had preferved in 
dry glafs bottles accurately 

Now if the formule exprefied above 
are compared together, it will be 
found, that the difference between 
the firit term is of twelve parts, and 
that between the latter of feven; 
thatis, of one tenth and one twenty 
fourth of the whole quantity of air ; 
which are much greater differences 
than thofe mentioned above. Not- 
withftanding this, I could not per- 
ceive any particular change of healthy 
or facility of breathing, arifing from 
thofe changes of the falubrity of the 
atmofperical air: and I am inform- 
ed, that no particular difeafes ap- 
peared which could indicate any 
remarkable change of air. 

** Nature is not fo partial as we 
commonly believe. She has not 
only given us an air almoft equally 
= every where and at every time, 

ut has allowed us a certain latitude 
or power of living and being in 
health in qualities of air which dif- 
fer to a certain degree. BY this I 
do not mean to deny the exiltence of 
certain kinds of noxious air in fome 
articular places; but only fay, that 
in general the air is goodevery where; 
and that the fall differences are not 
to be feared fo much as fome people 
would make us believe. Nor do I 
mean to {peak here of thofe vapours 
and other bodies which are acci- 
dentally joined to the common air 
in particular places, but do not change 
its nature and intriniical property. 
This ftate of the air cannot be known 
by the teft of nitrous air, and thofe 
vapours are to be confidered in the 
fame manner as we fhould confider 
fo many particles of arfenic fwim- 
ming in the atmofphere. In this 
cafe it is the arfenic, and not the de- 
generated air, that would kill the 
animals 
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animals: who ventured to breathe 
it 


** In this therefore, I do 
not mean .to of thofe changes 
which do not immediately alter the 
nature of the air itfelf. The other 
ftates of that fluid are of another 
kind, and they are notto be examin- 
ed by means of nitrous or inflamma- 
ble air (the ufes of which laft, I 
fhall fhew on another occafion). The 
fame thing may be faid of thofe va- 
pours or particles which may be good 
for refpiration, and do not change 
the nature of the air. Some ve- 
getables, for inftance, can diffule 
through the air fuch exhaletions as 
may of teal ufe to the animal 
eeconomy when they are breathed 
for a long time, or imbibed by the 
pores of the kin. I remember to have 
often put various flowers, as rofes, 
pinks, &c. in veffels full of common 
air confined by quicktilver, where 
I left them for ieveral hours ; after 
which time I found, that the air was 
not at all altered, but that various 
animals feemed to breathe it very 
well, notwithitanding that the flowers 
filled the greateft part of the veilels. 
On the contrary, I have found, that 
the vapours arifing from lime flacked 
in water, either do not alter the air 
at all, or very little; though when 


breathed with the air the 
the death of animals. - Oren 
** I would not have any 

fuppofe, that I think it of little “ 
portance to know the goodnefs of the 
atmo{pherical air, and the changes 
it undergoes. On the contrary, I 
believe it to hea very ufeful inquiry 
for mankind, becaufe we do not yet 
know how tar one kind of air more 
than another, may contribute to a 
perfect ftate of health; nor at what 
time fmall differences may become 
very confiderable, when one conti- 
nues to breathe the fame kind of air 
for whole years, efpecially in fome 
kind of difcafes. An exact method 
of examining the goodnefs of com. 
mon air may even be ufeful to pofte. 
rity, an order to afcertain whether 
our atmofphere degenerates in a 
length of time. This curious in- 
quiry, together with the method, 
&c. are the production of this cigh- 
teenth century ; and our defcend. 
ants muft have fome gratitude for 
the philofophers who tee Out, as 
well as for thofe who improved it, 
If our anceftors had known and 
tranfmitted it to us, we fhould, per- 
haps, at prefent, be able to judge of 
one of the greateft changes of our 
globe, of achange which very near- 
ly interefts human life.” 
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A New and Cueap Metuon of Prepetng eens ASH. By 


Dr. PERCIVAL, of MAN 


ESTER. 


{ From the fame, Vol. 70. ] 


1 eB agriculture fociety at 

Manchefter has long recom- 
mended the making of refervoirs for 
the water which flows from the dung- 
hills in farm-yards, This water 1s 
ftrongly impregnated with the falts 
and putrid matter of the dung-hill, 


and by ftagnation it acquires amuch 
higher degree of putrefcence, and 
probably hacomed proportionably 
more replete with falts. When thus 
colleéted and improved, it is pumped 
into a hogfhead which being drawn 


d finall cart, is com- 
upon a fledge, or ) rye 
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veyed into the meadows, for the 

of fprinkling them with this 
rich manure, This important im- 
provement in rural economy, I ap- 
rehend, has not been extended 
much beyond the diftnét of our fo- 
ciety; and it feems to be unknown 
to one of the lateft and moft intelli- 

t writerson hufbandry : for Lord 
Fasims, in a recent work on this 
{ubject, of which he has favoured 
me with a copy, has not even men- 
tioned it. 

“ But thefe refervoirs may be ap- 
plied to a purpofe ftill more fubfer- 
yient to public utility than that 
above delcribed. Jofiah Birch, Efq. 
a gentleman who' carries on an ex- 
tenfive manufactory, and bleaches 
his own yarn, about fix months ago, 
was induced, by a happy turn of 
thought, to try whether the dung- 
hill water might not be converted 
into pot afhes. He accordingly eva- 

orated a large quantity of it, and 
aa the refduum in an oven; the 
product of which fo perfectly anfwer- 
ed his expectations, that he has ever 
fince continued to prepare thefe 
alhes, and to employ them in the 
operations of bucking, A ftranger 
to that narrownefs of fpirit which 
fecks the concealment of a lucrative 
difcovery, he is defirous that it fhould 
be communicated to the Royal So- 
ciety, and has furnifhed me with 
the following account, together with 
the plan annexed. 

“ The quantity of muck water 
** ufed was twenty-four wine pipes 
** full, which employed a man and 
*“ two horfes two days, to cart it 
** from the pump to the pan where- 
** in it was boiled; bur this expence 
** I fhall now fave, as I fhall lay 
** a fough of brick, which will con- 
** vey it from the pump to the boil- 
“er, The coals ufed to boil and 
* burn it were one hundred and 
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** twenty bafkets, and I fuppofe each 
** batket weighs fix fcore pounds or 
upwards. One man was occupied 
“ three weeks in boiling and burn~ 
“ mg. The quantity ot ates made 
“* was g cwt, 1 q. 12a lb. well 
worth, at the prefent price of 
“* afhes here, two guineas ger hun- 


* dred. 
* ocwt. 1 Ib. at ave 
.1q. 12 
425. —. ig 33,9 


* Aman and 
two horfes, two 


days, at 68. per nels 
day, 

‘** 120 batkets 
of coals at sd. >2 10.9 
per batket, 

* A man’s 
wages for href 70° 
weeks, 





16 40 


*¢ The profit, therefore, amounts 
** to rgl. 48. deducting only a trifle 
‘“* for the wear of the pan and 
** oven. 
** The profits arifing from this 
preperation of pot-ath are fufficient- 
y evinced by the foregoing eftimate ; 
and they may, perhaps, admit of 
increafe by future improvements. 
In the {pring and fummer feafons, I 
fhould apprehend, the evaporation 
might be carried on without the aid 
of fixe, by conveying the dung-hill 
water from the refervoir through 
proper fluices into fhallow troughs 
or of fuch extent as to afford « 
fufhicient furface for the action of the 
fun and wind. Thefe might be co- 
vered in rainy weather with phen. 
of canvas, painted on the outfide 
black, and white on the infide; the 
former with a view to abforb, the 
latter to reflecttherays of light. - 
“* This 
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“ This pot-ath is of a greyith 
white appearance, deliquefces a little 
in the moift ait; but if kept in a 
dry room, neaf the fire, acquires a 

dery furface. Itishard, and of 
a fpongy texture when broken, with 
many {mall cryftals in its fubftance. 
The colour of its internal parts is 
dutky and variegated. To the tafte 
it is acrid, faline, and fulphureous. 
It emits no fmell of volatile alkali, 
‘either in afolid form, diffolved, or 
when added to lime water; neither 
- does it communicate the fapphire 
colour to a folution of blue vitriol, 
Silver is quickly tinged black by it, 
a proof chet it contains much phlo- 
gifton. Ten grains of this pot-ath 
required eleven drops of the weak 
{pirit of vitriol to faturate them. 
The like quantity of falt of tartar 
required, of the fame acid, twenty- 
four drops: a ftrong effervefcence 
occurred in both mixtures: from the 
former a fulphureous vapour was 
exhaled. A tea fpoonful of the 
fyrop of violets, diluted with an 
ounce of water, was changed into a 
bright green colour by five grains of 
the falt of tartar; but ten grains of 
this pot-afh were neceflary to pro- 
duce the fame hue, in a fimilar mix- 
ture. Half an ounce of the pot-ath 
diffolved entirely in half a pint of hot 
water; but when the liquor was 
cold, a large purple fediment fub- 
fided to the bottom: and it was 
found, that this fediment amounted 
to about. two-thirds of the whole 

uantity of afhes ufed. 

“ I have not leifure, at prefent, 
to profecute thefe experiments far- 
ther, and fhall therefore content 
myfelf with making a few general 
obfervations on the facts that have 
been advanced. 

“1, This pot-afh is a true fixed 
vegetable alkali, and a produét of 
putrefaction which has not, that I 
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recollect, been noticed b 
mifts. A very celebrate 
even in exprels terms 
** all vegetables, 


the chy- 
writer has 
afferted, thar 
vegetables, not excepting thol- 
x which in their natural ate furnity 

afhes containing much fixed 4! 


“ kali, when burnt, after their oc 
. has pad altered by a chapel 

putrefaction, leave a 
“ free from alkali.” oni oe 

“ 2, The quantity of alkali con. 
tained in this pot-ath, may, with 
fome probability, be eftimated at 
one-third of its weight; whereas the 
white Mufcovy aflies are faid to yield 
only one-eighth part. Of its impu- 
rities fulphur is the moft injurious to 
its bleaching powers, and fhould in 
the preparation of it be carefully 
feparated. A longer continued and 
more gentle calcination ina furnance 
fupplicd with a fufficient current of 
air might, pehaps, unfwer this end, 
But the moft effeétual method would 
be to liziviate the falts with pure 
water, after a moderate fufion, and 
then to evaporate them flowly to 
drynefs. It muft, however, be-re- 
marked, that in thus freeing the 
pot-afh from phlogiftic matter, an- 
other impurity is generated: for 
both the aétion of fire, and the folu- 
tion in water, convert into eartha 
portion of the alkaline falt. 

“ 4. No quick-lime apears to be 
contained in this pot-afh: for a folu- 
tion of it, poured from its fediment, 
remained clear, though long expofed 
to the air. Nor did it acquire any 
milkinefs by being blown into from 
the lungs; but perhaps the addition 
of this cauftic fubftance would in- 
creafe its activity and value, when 
employed in foap boiling and other 
arts: for the Ruffian gay is more 

ungent to the tafte, faturates 4 


arger proportion of acid, and dif- 
folves oils more gi the 
Ie Home 

has 


pure alkaline falts. And 








oved, that thefe qualities de- 
ca on a large admixture of quick- 


4 It would be worthy of trial, 
to afcertain whether the large pur- 
ple fedirnent, which fubfides when 
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this pot-ath is lixiviated, might not 
be applied to the manufaéture of 
Pruffian blue; or ufed in the man- 
ner recommended by Mr. Macquer 
for dying wool or filk. 
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CONCLUSION of Dr. INGEN-HOUSZ’s Letter to Sir JOHN 
PRINGLE, on the Degree of Salubrity of the common Air at Sea, 
compared with that of the Sca-fhore, and that of Places far removed 


from the Sea. 


{ From the fame. ] 


“ WT appears from thefe experi- 
ments, that the air at fea and 
clofe to it is in general purer and 
fitter for animal life than the air on 
the land, though it feems to be fub- 
jet to the fame inconftancy in its 
degree of purity with that of the 
land; fo that we may now with 
more confidence fend our patients, 
labouring under confumptive difor- 
ders, to the fea, or at leaft to places 
fituated clofe tothe fea, which have 
no marfhes in their neighbourhood, 
“ It feems alfo ssebabte that the 
air will be found in general much 
purer far from the land than near 
the fhore, the former being never 
fubjeft to be mixed with land air. 
“Ie appears alfo, that the air. in 
frofly weather is in general whole- 
fomer than it is in winter when it 
does not freeze; andthat uncommon 
warm weather happening in the 
winter feafon, is apt to render the 
atmofphere very unwholefome: the 
reafon of which I apprehend to be, 
that the froft totally checks that ge- 
neral tendency to corruption, which 
being revived by warmth again in- 
creafes the infettion of the common 
air, which at that time is fo much 
the greater, becaufe the plants (which 
are deprived of their leaves in winter) 


have no power in them to counteract 
it. 

“ It feems alfo probable, that 
thofe countries which are, by their 
local fituation, expofed to noxious 
exhalations, are, in general, much 
wholcfomer in the winter; and that 
it is much fafer to crofs fuch coun- 
tries in fummer time when it is windy 
weather, than in a calm, &c. 

** How far thefe dedu¢tions are 
founded upon experience may appear 
by applying them to fuch places as 
they may be found to have a rela- 
tion to. 

“ My old friend Dr. Damman, 
an eminent phyficiin and profeflor 
royal in midwifery at Ghent, told 
me, that when he was formerly a 
practitioner at Oftend, during feven 
years, he found the i ree 
markably healthy ; that nothing wag 
rarer there than to fee a patient lg. 
bouring under a confumption or 
afthma, a pene or fpot- 
ted fever ; that the diicale to which 
they are the moft fubject, is a regu. 
lar, intermittent fever in autumn, 
when fudden tranfitions from hot to 
cold weather happen. 

“ People are in general very 
healthy at Gibraltar, though there 
are very few trees near that place ; 
which, 


= 
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which, I think, is owing 
purity of the-air, arifing from the 
neighbourhood of the fea. 

“© Moft fmall iflands are very 


to the 


healthy. At Malta people are. 
little fubje& to dias, ana ‘ven, 
a very advanced age,” 
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OBSERVATIONS on the Difpofition of the AIR in giving out 
HOAR-FROST. At the End of Mr. Parrick Witson’s Ac. 
count of a moft extraordinary Degree of Cotp at GLAsGow, in 


January, 1780. 


[ From the fame. ] 


* ¥ T would be going too far were 

we to conclude trom the expe- 
yiments related above, ** that ver 
** cold airis never difpofed to depofit 
** its contents except upon bodies as 
** cold or colder than itfelf.”” And 
yet that this is frequently the cafe 
feems probable from a number of 
common appearances. We often 
find, after a night of froft, the flates 
and other thinner parts about a houfe 
whitened with hoar-froft, when the 
walls and more folid parts of the 
building remain quite free. In like 
manner the {fmaller branches and 
twigs of trees often acquire this 
frozen ornament, when the main 
branches and trunk remain naked 
for a long time; and, in general, 
any thin or detached body, capable 
of being eafily cooled, attaches 
hoar-froft the fooneft. 

*¢ In favour of this general pofi- 
tion, the following remarkable cafe 
lately occurred, which at the time I 
fhewed to Dr. Reid, in confequence 
of whofe approbation I am induced 
at prefent to bring it into view. 

** Between the public library and 
the buildings of the new court there 
is a long rail compofed of bars of 
caft iron, but divided into two 
parts by two mafly ftone pillars 
which fupport the iron gateway 
that leads.into. the garden. The 





bars are about fix feet hich and an 
inch fquare, and faftened with lead 
into a ftone parapet below in the 
ufual way. A few bars much larger 
are fet in among the reft at regular 
diftances, in order to give the rail 
more ftability. On Sunday moni- 
ing, Feb. 13, when we had the 
flight froft accompanied with a fog, 
it was entertaining to obferve how 
the hoar froft had fettled during the 
night upon thefe bars. Very little 
was to be feen upon the flat fides, 
but a great deal upon the angles, by 
which means from the top downward 
every bar was garnifhed with four 
fringes, which made the whole rail 
look very gay and ornamental. Run- 
ning the eye along the foot of the 
bars near to the parapet it was ob- 
ferved, that the fringe of hoat-froft 
upon the corners ftopped fhort about 
twelve inches from the bottom, and 
that fo much of every bar was en- 
tirely free. Two bars next the hole, 
and two next the library were like- 
wife perfectly clear of it from top to 
bottom. One bar next the pillar of 
the gate was quite free, and the fe 
cond had contracted but little. The 
fame thing precifely may be faid of 
the two bars contiguous to the other 
pillar. And it was alfo obferved, 
that the few thicker and ftrorget 
bars were lefs fringed at the — 





a 
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and were quite free much farther 
above the parapet than the others, 
“Jt is manifeft, that during the 
night the air furrounding the bars 
muft have been conftantly endea- 
vouring to make them as cold as it- 
felf, whilft they, on the other hand, 
refifted this change by drawing 
heat from every ne fource 
which offered it, namely, from the 
parapet, from the pillars in the mid- 
dle, and from the pillars at both 
ends immediately adjoining to the 
library, and to the houfe in the new 
court: for thefe bodies from their 
reat bulk, muft have been very 
little cooled in the courfe of the 
night. Wherever the air feems to 
have got the better in this ftruggle, 
as at the angles of the bars, which 
evidently mutt be the parts the foonett 


cooled, there we find that the hoar-. 
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froft was depofited, but no where elfe, 

** Several other initances were 
found quite of the fame kind with 
that of the rail. Among the reft, a 
figure of an unicorn ia flone, which 
ftands within the college, had refift- 
ed the attacks of the air all tothe tip 
of his horn, which accordingly was 
the only part diftinguished by a patch 
ot hoar-froft. Befides this kind of 
hoar-froft which joined itfelf to bo- 


‘dies by a age arrangement, there 


was fome of a different fort found 
upon the uppermoft furface of fuch 
bodies as were fully expofed to the 
open air. But this always lay fcat- 
tered like very thin flakes of meal, 
or hair-powder, and was found to 
proceed from minute parts, moftly 
columnar, previoufly Bon in the 
air, falling down by their own gra- 
vity.”” 
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‘LETTER from Dr. DANIEL PETER LAYARD to 


JOSEPH 


BANKS, 3 Presipent of the Roya Socrery, relative to the 


DISTEMPE 


among the HORNED CATTLE. 


[ From the fame, ] 


“STR, 
“ OUR noble predeceffor, the 
late Earl of Macclesfield, 
thought that every information re- 
lative to the afcertaining the nature 
of the diftemper among the horned 
cattle, and to confirm the utility of 
inoculation, was worthy attention, 
and the notice of the Royal Society. 
** His lordfhip was pleafed, in 
1757, to lay before the Society my 
letter, which is inferted in Vol. L. 
of the Philofophical Tranfactions ; 
and now, Sir, to a worthy and re- 
fpectable fucceffor, whofe life, health, 
and fortune, have been moft ge- 
neroufly adventured for the promot- 
ing natural knowledge, I addrefs 


* Now Sir Jofeph Banks, bart. 


this, to impart the refult of a long 
and ftrict inquiry. 

“In confequence of the effay 
which I publifhed in 1756, I was 
called upon in 1769, by government, 
to affift with my advice towards the 
topping the progrefs of the conta- 
gious diftemper among the cattle, 
which had broken out in Hamphhire + 
and by mere accident I difcovered 
how the infection was brought from 
Holland to London, and was con- 
veyed into that county. | 

 Speedily and effectually to exe 
tirpate the calamity, no affiftance 
was permitted to vifit the infected 
villages, left the farmers fhould be 
induced to prolong the illnefs, by 


attempting 
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attempting to cure their cattle; but 
pofitive orders were iffued that all 
the cattle fhould be killed and bu- 
ried properly, by which vigorous 
and falutary directions the diftemper 
ceafed intirely in a fhort time. 

“ The fame acts of parliament 
and orders of council, to kill the 
cattle and bury them deep, fucceed- 
ed alfo foon after in North Britain ; 
and to the former acts and orders if- 
fued in his late majefty king George 
the Second’s reign, thefe alterations 
were made: to order that the in- 
fected catele fhould be killed without 
effufion of blood, by ftrangling; 
the hides to be neither cut or flafh- 
ed; but the carcafes buried whole ; 
and that all the fodder, litter, ex- 
crement, &c. fhould be buried, in- 
ftead of being burned. 

*¢ Since that time the contagious 
diftemper has been brought twice 
into Effex, and once into Suffolk, 
from Holland, and as often ftopped 
by the fame means. 

“His Majefty having moft gra- 
cioufly been pleafed in April, 1770, 
to appoint me to hold a forcign 
corre{ponderice, the orders and regu- 
lations which had happily fucceed- 
ed in Great Britain were communi- 
cated to the Dutch, the Flemifh, and 
the French, and copies of all papers 
delivered to Baron Nolcken, the 
Swedith miniftcr. In Flanders, and 
Picardy in France, the fyftem of 
killing was adopted, and fucceeded. 
Afterwards in 1774, when the fame 
contagion was carried into the South 
of France from Holland through 
Bourdeaux, many attempts having 
failed to effect a cure, the devatta- 
tion was at laft ftopped by no other 
means than by killing the cattle, as 
in Great Britain. And here 1 beg 
leave to obferve, that Monf. Vicq. 
D’Azyr, in his Expo/é des Moyens 
Curatifi et Prifervatifi contre les 
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Maladies peflilemtelles, des Re 
Corne, publifhed by ee 


Paris in 1776, fays, p. « 
** the falutary efles of he Reka 
tions taken in the Auftrian Te 
“ Countries had excited the aaa. 
ri tion of the Englith, who by the 
re fame means got rid of the fame 
calamity. They have exaé| 
** and {crupuloufly tranflated an 
** put into execution the edicts if. 
“* fucd from the Juntos of Ghent 
“© and Bruffels, and their under. 
** taking has been crowned with the 
** moft complete fuccefs.” Monf, 
Vicq. D’Azyr was mitinformed: 
for, on the contrary, the late My, 
Conful Irvine tranfmitted the ats of 
parliament, the orders of council, 
and my papers, containing every 
neceflary information, to a member 
of the junto of Ghent, whence they 
were fent to the government at 
Bruffels; and it wa. a long while 
before the juntos could be prevailed 
upon to adopt the fyftem of killing, 
as they called it. rf originated in 
England in 1747; and it is certain, 
that the court of Vienna knew fully 
the obligations which the Auftrian 
Netherlands had to the Britith go- 
vernment, whofe orders and regu- 
Tation had been implicitly followed, 
and which Monf. Vicq. D’Azyr, 
fays, p. 685, ‘* He had modified 
*¢ and adapted to the rules of French 
** government.” | 
** In Flanders the infection was 
alfo prevented from {preadinga fe- 
cond time by the fame method of 
roceeding; but unfortunately in 
olland the cattle continue to be 
expofed to the fame difeafe. The 
half. early returns which have been 
regularly fent me contain melancho- 
ly accounts of the fevere lols of 
cattle: fometimes the whole have 
erifhed ; at other times two-thirds 
ave died; and generally ae | 


iT) 





palf fell when the ficknefs was lefs 
violent. In a country where the 
ines is become general, and con- 
fautly raging more or lefs, where 
the (vitem of killing the cattle can- 
not now be thought of, and where 
inoculation has met with fo many 

ponents of all ranks, there can be 
yo other hope of getting rid of the 
calamity than by admatting into the 
United Provinces no other cattle 
than fuch which are found, or ie- 
covered trom the infection, 

“] {hall not trouble you, Sir, 
with the returns from Holland, or 
the tables of inoculation in Den- 
mark, which would too much in- 
creale the length of this letter, but 
only mention, that in Denmark, 
where the contagious diftemper 1s 
become naturalized and general, 
the Daniflh government have not 
only wilely adopted the ordeis and 
rerulations iffued in Great Britain, 
but have with unwearicd application 
purtued the practice of inoculation. 
Count Bernfdorf and Dr. Struentec 
had all the neceflary initructions, 
books, and papers, delivered to them 
by me, when the king of Denmark 
was in England; and I am aflured 
by Daniel Delaval, Efg. lately his 
majelty’s envoy extraordinary at 
that court, that inoculation 1s ap- 
proved, recommended, and by au- 
thority eftablifhed. Even in the 
firit three years that inoculation was 
practifed, of nearly three hundred 
head ot cattle which were inoculated 
ina Danifh ifland, not a fixth part 
were loft, notwith{tanding the many 
difadvantages which unavoidably 
occurred, 

“ Profeffor Camper had before 
attempted to introduce inoculation 
in Holland; but the learned profed- 
for’s abilities, diligence, and perfeve- 
rance, were fo much counteracted 
by the obitinacy and interruption of 
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the peafants, the badnefs of the fi- 
tuation, and inclemency of the 
Weather, that out of 112 only gt 
recovered; and yet that number is 
tully fufficient to prove his opinion 
of the difeafe, and of the ufe of 
inoculation, 

** Application was made, in 1770, 
to the lord prefident of the council 
by a famous inoculator, for leave to 
take matter from the infected beatts 
in Hampfhire, and to inoculate the 
cattle in the Southern and Weftern 
counties of England. On a repre- 
fentation to his lordfhip, that by 
fuch an operation the contagion 
would not only be introduced in 
thofe countics where it had not yet 
appeared, but alfo might fpread the 
ficknefs, fo as to become general all 
over the kingdom as before, a pofi- 
tive and ftrict injunction was giten 
to drop the intention; efpecially as 
by killing the.cattle there was no 
doubt of extirpating the contagion 
out of Hampfhire. The inoculator 
therefore made no attempt. 

** According to the feveral pres 
judices of different countries, va- 
rious opinions have arifen of the 
nature of this ficknefs. Such as are 
averle toinoculation have obftinately 
retufed to acknowledge that it was 
fimilar to the imall-pox in the human 
body, and have very idly aflerted, 
that the only intention of declarin 
this contagion to be a fort of {mall- 
pox was purpoiely, and with no 
other view than to promote inocu- 
lation for the fmall-pox. Others 
have as pofitively declared it to be 
a peftilential putrid fever, owing to 
a corrupted atmofphere, and arifing 
from infected paitures: but unfor- 
tunately for the fupporters of this 
opinion, while the contagious difs 
temper raged with the utmoft vio- 
lence on the coafts of Friefeland, 
North and South Holland, Zealand, 
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and Flanders, there was not the 
leat appearance of it on the Englifh 
coaftt from the North Forcland to 


‘ the Humber, ‘although the coatft 


and climate are the fame. 

©] fhall not dwell on Mr. Tur- 
berville Needham’s eloquent dif- 
courffe read at Bruffels, fince he 
muft have been convinced, when 
he came to England in 1776, that 
the illnefs was of another fort than 
hie ‘imagined: for fuch a proof of 
the ineflicacy of falt recommended 
by him as an antifeptic in this dif- 
eafe has been given as is pofitive 
and decifive; namely, that in 
Scania, a province in Sweden, 
where it is cuftomary to place a 
large piece of rock falt, called falt- 
ftein, ‘for the cattle houfed in winter 
to lick, that they may be urged to 
dritk, all the cattle in that province 
were feized with the contagious dif- 
temper, and not one out-lived it. 
Monf. Paulet, in his Recherches 
fur les Maladies Epizootiques, vol. 
Il. p. 25, 26. Paris, 1776, has fuf- 
ficiently exploded Mr. Needham’s 
opinion. 

“ Mr. Bergius had infifted, that 
the contagion was not of the exan- 
thematous fort, and therefore inocu- 
ition muft be of no ufe; but this 
opinion was alfo fully refuted by 
the late Profeffor Erxleben of Got- 
fingen, in his tearned oratton on 
the 2oth of October, 1770. 

** From every iriformation, do- 
meftic or foreign, and comparing 
the feveral opinions, experience and 
obfervation plainly and completely 
determine the difpute. The difeate 
among the horned cattle,. fo fatal in 
many countries, is not endemial or 
natural to Europe, although it 1s 
become fo in Denmark, from fpread- 
ing all over the Danifh dominions, 
and its long continuance in that 
kingdom. It is an eruptive fever 


of the variolous kind, and notwith. 
ftanding the exanthemata, or puftus 
les, may have been frequently over. 
looked, yet none ever recovered 
without more or }efs eruption or 
critical abfceffes ; but thefe differ 
from the peftilential fort; no other. 
ways fimilar to the plague, but, like 
unto the fmall-pox, it is communi. 
cated by contact, by the air con. 
veying thé effluvia, which alfo lodge 
in many fubftances, and are there. 
by carried to very diftant places, 
Unlike other peftilential, putrid, or 
malignant fevers, it bears all the 
characteriftic fymptoms, progrefs, cri- 
fis, and event of the fmall-pox ; and, 
whether received by contagion or 
inoculation, has the fame appear: 
ances; flages, and determination, 
except more favourably by inocula. 
tion, and with this diftinétive and 
decifivé property, that a beait 
having had the ficknefs, naturally 
or artificially, never has it a fecond 
time, 

“ Thus, Sir, I have endeavoured 
to lay before you and the Royal So« 
ciety, the refult of my enquiries, 
experiments, obfervations, and cor- 
refpondence, concerning this cala- 
mitous ficknefs, which, from my 
fituationin Huntingdonfhire in 1756; 
it fell tomy lot to inveftigate. 

*¢ Fis majeity’s paternal eare ree 
commended from the. throne iff 
1770, and ordered every attention 
to be given to free his fubjects from 
the impending calamity, which had 
been felt fo feverely in former yearse 
The great council of the nation gave 
the fronget affurances of their 
readinefs to fupport and affift the 
royal commands ; and the moft ‘fa 
lutary and effectual directions and 
orders, which originated in Great 
Britain, were hunmanely and gene- 
roufly tranfinitted, by a conftant 


correfpondence in the courte 
abovs 
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above ten years, to every diftreffed 
ftate sbresd; who alfo have efijoyed 
the fame fuccefs: 

“ You will allow me, Sir, I hope, 
to exprefs the peculiar fatisfaction 
] feel as an Englifhman, that my 
endeavours in this public fervice are 
honoured with the approbation of 
our moft gracious fovereign, and 
the good-will of my native country. 

“ And happy in this opportunity 
I requeft you, Sif, to accept of 


my warmoft wifes that you 
long fill the high office of Speen 


ton 
‘may 


of the Royal Society, with ‘health 
to purfue your philofophical res 
fearches ; and may enjoy fromthe 
moft. refpectable and liberal fociet 

in the world, the juft and due tris 
bute of their hearty acknowledge« 
ments for having their inftitution; 


honour, arid intereft; fo much’ at 
heart.” 


Bi 
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Some ACCOUNT of the SOIL, CLIMATE; and FACE of tite 
Country. of IRELAND: 


[ From Mr. Youne’s Tour ia Ireland. J 


at O judge of Ireland by the 

converfation one fometimes 
hears in Eitgland, it would be fup- 
pofed that one half of it was covered 
with bogs, and the other with moun- 
tains, filled with Irith ready to fly 
at the fight of 2 civilized being. 
There are people who will fmile 
when they hear, that; in proportion 
to the fize of the two countries; 
Ireland is more cultivated than Eng- 
land; having much lefs wafte land 
of all forts. Of uneultivared motn- 
tains there are no fuch tra¢éts as are 
found in our four northern counties, 
and the North Riding of Yorkhire, 


with the eaftern line of Laiticafter; 


nearly down to the Peak of Derby; 
which fofm afi extent of above a 
hundred miles of waite: The mioft 
confiderable of this fort in Ireland 
are in Kerry, Galway, and ‘Mayo, 
and forhe in Sligo and Donnegal. 
But all thefe together will not make 
the quantity we have in the four 
northern counties: the vallies in the 
Trith mountains are alfo more in- 
habited, I thimk, than thofe of Eng- 

d, exeept where there areamines, 


‘rick, Tipperary ‘an 


and confequently forte fort of eulti« 
vation cfeepitig up thé fides. Nas 
tural fertility; acre for acre over the 
two kingdoms, is certainly in-favout 
of ‘Ireland: of this I belitvé there 
can fearcely be a doubt entertained; 
when it is confidered-that fome of 
the mofe beautifal, and even bef 
cultivated counties in England, 
owe almoft every thing to the ea< 
pital art and induftry of the inhas 
bitants. 

“ The circumftance which: ftrikeg 
me as the gréateft fingulariry of Ife« 
land, is the rockynefs of the fell; 
whieh fhould feem at firf fight 
againft that degree of fertility ; buf 
the contrary is the faét. Stoné 18 
fo general, that I have great, reafoft 
to believe the whole ifland is -one 
vatt fock of different ftrata afd kinds 
rifing out of the fea. I have rarely 
heard of any great dephs betng 
fiink without meeting with its Itt 
general it appears on the furface 
every part of the kingdom: the flats 
tet and moft fertile parts, -as Limés 

d Meath; have 
it at no great depth, ‘almoft as much 
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as the more, barrenones. May we 
not recognize in this the hand of 
bounteous Providence, which has 
given perhaps, the moft ftoncy foil 
in Europe to the moitteft climate in 
it? Ifas much rain feil upor the 
clays of England (a foil very rarely 
met with in Ireland, and never 
without much ftone) us falls upon 
the rocks of her filter ifland, .thofe 
lands could not be cultivated. But 
the rocks here are clothed with 
verdure: thofe of lime-ftone with 
only athin covering of mould, have 
the fofeft and moft beautiful turf 
imaginable. 

* The rockynefs of the for in 
Ircland is fo univerfal, that it pre- 
dominates in every fort. One can- 
not ufe with propricty, the terms 
clay, loam, fand, &c. it mutt be a 
ftoney clay, a ftoney loam, a gravel. 
ly fand. Clay, efpecially the yel- 
low, is much talked of in Ireland, 
but it is for want of proper difer- 
mination. I have once or twice 
fecn almoft a pure clay upon the 
furface, but it is extremely rare. 
The truce yellow clay is ufually 
found in athin ftratum under the 
furface mould, and over a rock: 
harfh, tenacious, floney,  ftrong 
loams, difficult to work, are not un- 
common; but they are quite dit- 
ferent from Englih clays. 

“ Friable fandy loams dry, but 
fertile, are. very common, and they 
form the beit foils in the kingdom 
for tillage and fheep. ‘Tipperary 
and Rofcommon abound particularly 
in them, The moft tertile of all, 
are the bullock paftures of Limerick, 
and the banks of the Shannon in 
Clare, called the Coscafles.. Thete 
are a mellow, putrid, friable loam. 

* Sand, which s fo common in 
England, and yet more sommon 


through Spain, France, Germany, 


and Poland, quite’ rom Gibraltar 


to Peterfburgh, is no where met 
with in Ireland, except in narrow 
flips of hillocks, upon the fea-couft 
Nor did I ever meet with, or heat 
of a chalky foil. heat“ 

** The bows, of which foreigners 
have heard fo much, are very ex. 
tenlive in dreland: that of Allen 
extcnds 80 miles, and js computed 
to contin 3c0,0C0 acres, ‘There 
are others alfo, very extenfive, and 
{maller ones fcattered over the whole 
kingdom ; but thefe are not in ve. 
neral more than are wanted for fyei, 

** Befides the great fertility of 
the «foil, there are other circum 
ftances, which come within my 
{phere to mention. Few countries 
can be better watered by large and 
beautiful rivers; and it is remark. 
able, that by much the fineft parts 
of the kingdom are on the banks of 
thele rivers, Witnets the Sure, 
Blackwater, the Liffy, the Boyne, 
the Nore, the Barrow, and part of 
the Shannon: they wath a tcenery 
that can hardly be exceeded. From 
the rockynefs of the country, how- 
ever, there are few of them that 
have not obftructions, which are 
great impediments to inland naviga- 
tion. - 

** The mountains of Ireland 
give to travelling, that interefting 
variety, which a flat country can 
never abound with. And at the 
faine tune they are notin fuch num 
ber as to center the ufnul character 
of poverty, which attends them. I 
was cither wpon or very near the 
mott contiderable in the kingdom. 
Mangerton andthe Reeks, in alere 
the. Galties in Corke;: thofle of 
Mourne in Down; Crow Patrick 
and Nephin, in Mayo; thefe are the 
principal in Ireland, and they are ot 
a character in neight and fublimity, 
which thould render them the obe 
jects of every traveller’s attentiom 

Relative 














Relative to the climate in Ireland, 
a fhort refidence cannot enable aman 
to fpeak much from his own expe- 
yience. The obfervations I have made 
myfelf, confirm the idea of its being 
yattly wetter than England. From 
the 20th of June, to the 20th of 
Oftober, I kept a regifter, and there 
were in 122 days, 75 of rain, and 
very iy | of them inceffant and 
heavy. have examined fimilar 
regifters I kept in England, and can 
find.no year that even approaches to 
fuch a moifture as this. But there 
jsthe regifter of an accurate diary 
publithed, which compares London 
and Corke. The refule is, that the 
quantity at the latter place was 
double to that at London. See 
Smith’s Hift. of Corke. 

“ From the information received, 
] have reafon to belicve, that the 
rainy feafon jets in ufually about the 
firftof July, and continues very wet 
till September or Odtobcr, when 
there is ufually a diy fine feafon of 
a month or fix weeks. I refided in 
the county of Corke, &c. from Oc- 
tober ull March, and found the 
winter much more foft and mild, 
than ever J experienced one. in 
Fneland. I thimk hardly {0 wet, .as 
very many 1 have known with us. 
The tops of the Galty mountains 
exhibited the only fnow we faw ; 
and as to frofts, they were fo flight 
and rare, that I belicve myrties, and 
yet tenderer plants, would have 
furvived without any covering, But 
when I fav that the winter was not 
remarkable for being wet, I do not 
jnean that we had a dry atmofphere. 
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The inches of rain which fell, in 
the winter I fpeak of, would not 
mark the moifture of the climate. 
As many inches will fall in a fingle 
tropical fhower, as in a whole year in 
England, Sce Mitchell’s Prefent State 
of Great Britain and North America. 
But if the clouds prefently difperfe, 
and a bright fun fhines, the air may 
foon be dry. The worit citcum- 
{tance of the climate of Ireland, is 
the conftant moifture without rain. 
Wet a piece of leather, and lay it in 
aroom, where there is neither fun 
nor fire, and it willnot in fummer 
even be dry in.a month. 1 was a 
whole fummer there (1778) and it 
is fair to mention that it was as fine 
a one as ever 1 knew ‘in England, 
though by no means fo hot. I have 
known gentlemen in Ireland deny 
their climate being moifter than in 
tngland ;—but if they have cyes let 
them open them, and {ce the verdure 
that clothes their rocks, and compare 
it with our’s in England—where 
rocky foils are of a ruffet brown, 
however {weet the food for ftheep. 
Does not their ifland lie more ex- 
poled to the great Atlantic, and does 
not the weft wind blow three-fourths 
of the year? If there were another 
ifland yet more to the. weftward, 
would not the climate of Ireland be 
improved ? Such perfons {peak equal- 
ly againil fact, reafon, and philofo- 
phy. That the moitture of a cli- 
mate does not depend on the quan- 
tity of rain that falls, but on the 
powers of «rial evaporation,. Dr. 
Dobfon has clearly proved. Philo/. 
Tranf. Vol, lxvii. part. p. 244+ 
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fome Account of the LOCUSTS that ravaged the Province of 
ESTREMADURA in SPAIN, in the Years 1 
and 1757. By Don GUILLERMO BOWLES. 


754> 1755, 1756, 


_ [ Pablithed in Diiton’s Travels through Srarn. } 


¢ “HE locufts are continually 
feen in the fouthern parts 
of Spain, particularly in the paftures 
and rémote uncultivated diftri¢ts of 
Ettremadura, but in general are not 
tuket? notice’ of, if not very nume- 
rous, as they commonly feed upon 
wild’ herbs, without preying upon 
gardens, and cultivated lands, or 
making their way into houfes. The 
péafants look at them with indiffer- 
grice, while they are frifking about 
ii the field, negleéting any meafures 
to deftroy them, till the danger is 
}mminent, and the favourable mo- 
ment to remedy the evil is elapfed. 
** Their yearly number is not very 


confiderable, as the males are far’ 


more numerous than the females, 
jf an equal proportion were allowed 
only for ten years, their numbers 
would be fo great as to deftroy the 
‘whole vegetative fyftem. Beafts and 
birds would ftarve tor want of fub- 
fiftence, and even mankind would 
become a prey to their ravenous ap- 
petites. In 1754, their increafe was 
fo great from the multitude of fe- 
males, that all La Mancha and Por- 
tugal were covered with them, and 
totally ravaged. The horrors of fa- 
mine were {pread even farther, and 
affailed the fruitful provinces of An- 
dalufia, Murcia, and Valencia. 
The amours of thefe creatures are 
objects of furprize and aftonifhment, 
and their union is fuch, that it is diffi- 
cult to feparate them. W hen this fepa- 
sation is voluntary, after having latted 
fome hours, they are fo exhautfted, 
that the male retires immediately to 


the water for refrefhment, where, 
lofing the ufe of his limbs, he foon 
perifhes, and becomes an eafy pre 
to the fith s having given life to his 
offspring, at the expence of his own, 
The female, difembarraffed, though 
not without violent ftruggles, {pends 
the remainder of her days in fome 
folitary place, bufy in forming a re- 
treat under ground, where fhe can 
fecure her eggs, of which fhe gene. 
rally lays about forty, fkreening them 
by her fagacity from the intemper- 
ature of the air, as well as the more 
immediate danger of the plough, or 
the fpade; one fatal blow of which, 
would deftroy all the hopes of a rif. 
ing generation, 

“The manner of her building 
this cell.is equally furprifing. In 
the hinder part of her body, nature has 
provided her with a round, fmooth 
inftrument, eight lines in length, 
which, at its head, is as big as a 
writing quill, diminifhing to a hard 
flarp point, hollow within like the 
tooth of a viper, but only to be 
feen with a lens, At the root of 
this vehicle, there js a cavity, with 
a kind of bladder, containing a gluti- 
nous matter, of the fame colour, 
but without the confiftency, or tena- 
city of that of the filk-worm, as I 
found by an. experiment, made for. 
the purpofe, by an infufion in vine- 
gar, for feveral days, without any 
effect, 

“The orifice of the bladder cor- 
refponds exactly with the inftrument 
which ferves to eject the glutinous 


matter, Jt is hid under the fkin he 
the 








the belly, and its interior furface is 
ynited to the moveable parts of the 
belly; and can partake of its motions, 
forming the moit admirable con- 
texture for evcry part of its opera- 
tions, as fhe can difpofe of this in- 
gredient at pleafure, and eject the 
fluid, which has three very effential 
roperties : firit, being indiflolybdle 
in water, it prevents its young from 
being drowned; next, it refiits the 
heat of the fun, otherwife the ftruc- 
ture would give way and deftory its 
inhabitants; Jaftly, it is proof 
againi the froft ot winter, fo as to 
preferve a neceffary warmth within, 
“ For greater fecurity, this re- 
treat is always coatrived in a folitary 
place: for, though a million of lo- 
cufts were to light upon a cultivated 
field, not one would depofit her eggs 
there; but wherever they mect a 
barren and lonefome fituation, there 
they are fure to repair, and lay their 
eggs: this difference in the earth 
they difcover by the finell. Thofe 
who are of another opinion, furely 
have not obferved the delicacy of 
thofe organs in every fpecies of in- 
fects, birds, and animals, which go- 
yern all their purfuits. I have even 
feen numbers of wafps come to a 
piece of meat, placed in an open 
field, and covered over with a glafs; 
fo that their motions, which feem 
the refulte of reflection, arife from 
the emanations and effluvia in the 
air, which ftrike their delicate ore 
gans. I have feen legions of infects 
fly to places where they were bleach- 
ing wax: the workmen obferve, that 
the minute they touch it, they be- 
come faint, and if they do not, by 
a fudden exertion, free themfelves 
from that vapour, which exhales 
about half an inch from the wax, 
they are fuffocated, as we fhould be 
by the fumes of charcoal. Ever 
exe knows with what fagacity birds 


PHILOSOPHICAL PAPERS, 


[t03] 
of, prey fly to fuch diftances, guided 


by the effluvia of cadaverous bod; 
Thus the locutt of Etremniass 
dittinguifhes the tilled land from the 
barren, and regulates its condpét in 
confequence, though ignorant of the 
motive of this preference, nor can 
it have any idea of the {pade, or re- 
joice at the thoughts of faving ite 
progeny; acting in confequence 
of that _pertection of its nature, 
given onginally by the omnipotent 
Creator. Like other infects, its moe 
tions are the confequences ot primi- 
tive laws, founded on infinite wife 
dom, and not proceeding from fee 
condary reflection: therefore its bee 
haviour preferves a conftant famenefs 
and unitormity, originally perfect, 
and not flanding in need of altera- 
tion, or improvement. The fir 
locufts were as fkilled as the prefent. 
race, and their progeny will tread in 
their iteps. 

*t Thefe locufts feem to devour, 
not fo much from a ravenous appes 
tite, as from a rage of deftroying 
every thing that comes in their way. 
It is not furprifing, that they thould 
be fond of the moft juicy plants and 
fruits, fuch as melons, and all mans 
ner of garden fruits, and herbs, and 
feed alio upgn aromatic plants, fuch 
as lavender, thyme, rofemary, &c» 
which are fo common in Spain, that 
they ferve to heat ovens: but it is 
very fingular, that they equally eat 
muitard feed, onions, and garlic; 
nay even hemlock, and the mof 
rank and poifonous plants, fuch as 
the thorn apple and deadly night- 
fhade, They will even prey upon 
crowfoot, whofe cautticity burns the 
very hides of beafts; and fuch is 
their univerfal tafte, that they do 
not prefer the innocent mallow to 
the bitter furze, or rue to wormwood, 
confuming ail alike, without predi- 
lection or favour, with this remarka- 
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ble circumftance, that during the 
four years they committed fuch ha- 
vock in Eftremadura, the love-apple, 
or lyeoperficon folanum of ° Linnexus, 
was the only plant that efeaped their 
rapacious tooth, and claimed a ref- 
é& to its root, leaves, flowers and 
ruit. Naturalifts may fearch for 
their motives, which I am at.a. lofs 
to difcover; the more as I faw mil- 
lions of them light on a ficld*near 
Almaden, and devour the woollen 
and linen garments of the peafants, 
which were lying to dry on the 
ground, The curate of the village, 
aman of veracity, at whofe houfe 
I was, affured me, that a tremendous 
body of them entered the church, 
and devoured the filk garments that 
adorned the images of the faints, not 
fparing even the varnifh on the al- 
tars. The better to dilfcover the na- 
ture of fuch a phenomenon, | ex- 
amined the ftomach of the locuft, 
but only found one thin and foft 
membrane, with which and the li- 
yor it contains, it deftroys and dif- 
fives all kindof fubftances, equally 
with the moft cauftic and venomous 
plants: extracting from them a 
fufficient and falutary nourifliment. 
“ Out of curiofity, to know the 
nature of fo formidable a creature, I 
was urged to examine all its parts 
with the utmoft exactnefs: its head 
is of the fize of a pea, though longer, 
its forehead pointing downwards, 
hike the handfome Andalufian horfe, 
its mouth large and open, its eyes 
blick and rolling, added to a timid 
afpect not unlikea hare. With fuch 
a daitardly countenance, who would 
imagine this creature to be the 
fcourge of mankind! In its two 
jaws it has four incifive teeth, whofe 
fharp points traverfe each other like 
iciflars, their mechanifn being fuch 
as to gripe or to cut. Thus armed, 
what can reiuit a legion of fuch ene- 


mies ? After devouring the veget. 
able kingdom, were they, in propor- 
tion to their ftreneth and numbers 
to become carnivorous like wafps 
they would be able to deftroy whole 
flocks of fheep, even the dogs, and 
fhepherds ; juft as we are told of 
ants in America, that will overcome 
the fierceft ferpents. 

“ The locuft fpends the months of 
April, May, oid Pune: in the place 
of its birth: at the end of June its 
wings have a fine rofe colour, and 
its body is ftrong. Being then in 
their prime, they affemble for the 
laft ume, and burn with a defire to 
propagate their fpecies: this is ob- 
ferved by their motions, which are 
unequal in the two fexes. The male 
is rettlefs and folicitous, the female 
is coy, and eager after food, flying 
the approaches of the male, fo that 
the morning is {pent in the courtfhip 
of the one, and the retreat of the 
other. About ten o’clock, when 
the warmth of the fun has cleared 
their wings from the dampnefs of 
the night, the females fecm uneafy 
at the forwardnefs of the males, who 


continuing their purfuit, they nie ' 


together ‘five hundred feet high, 
forming a black cloud that darkens 
the rays of the fun. The clear at- 
mofphere of Spain becomes gl omy, 
and the fineft fummer day of Eftre- 
madura more difmal than the winter 
of Holland. The>ruftling of fo 
many millions of wings, in the air, 
feems, like the trees of a forett, 
agitated by the wind. The firft di- 
rection of this formidable column is 
always againft the wind, which if 
not too ftrong, the column will ex- 
tend about a couple of leagues. The 
locufts then make a halt, when the 
moft dreadful havock begins; their 
fenfe vf fmell being fo delicate, — 
can find at that diitance a corn-fiel . 
or a garden, and after demolifhing 

it, 





















; 


oft, rife again, in purfuit of anothér: 
ghismay be faidto be done in an 


inftant. Each feems to have, as it 
were, four arms and two feet: the 
males climb up the plants, as failors 
do the fhrouds of a fhip, and nip off 
the tendereft buds, which tall to the 
females below. 

“ Many old people affured me, 
when fo much mifchief was done in 
1754, it was the third time in their 
remembrance, and that they always 
are found in the pafture grounds of 
Eftremadura, from whence they 
fpread into the other provinces of 
Spain. They are certainly indi 

enous, being of a different fhape 
om thofe of the North or the Le- 
vant, as is evident in comparing 
them with fuch, in the cabinets of 
natural hiftory. The locuft of Spain 
is the only one that has rofe-coloured 
wings: befides, it is impotlible they 
can come trom any other part. From 
the North it is clear they do not, by 
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the obfervation of fo many-ages ; 
from the South they cannot, with- 
out crofling the fea, which is hardl 
poifible, by the fhortnefs of their 
flight: and like birds of paffage, they 
would be known. I once fawacloud 
of them pafs over Malaga, and move 
towards the fea, and go over it, for 
about a quarter of a league, to the 
great joy of the inhabitants, who con- 
cluded they would foon be drown- 
ed; but, to their difappointment, 
they fuddenly veered about towards 
the coaft, and pitched upon an un- 
cultivated fpace furrounded .with 
vineyards, which they foon after 
quitted. When once they appear, 
let the number demolifhed. be ever 
fo great, the proportion remaining 
is {till too confiderable: therefore, 
the only way to put an end to fuch 
a calamity, is to attack them before- 
hand, and deftroy their eggs, by 
which means they might be.totally 
extirpated, 





EXTRAORDINARY QUALITIES of the River TINTO. 


[ From the fame Work. } 


“ HE river Tinto rifes in Si- 

erra Morena, and emptics 
itfelf into the Mediterranean, near 
Huelva, having the name of ‘into 
given it from the tinge of its waters, 
which are as yellow as a topaz, 
hardening the fand, and petrifying 
itin a moft furprifing manner. If 
a {tone happens to fall in and reft 
upon another, they both become in 
a year’s time perfectly united and 
conglutinated. This river withers 
all the plants on its banks, as well 
as the roots of trees, which it dyes 
of the fame hue as its waters. No 
kind of verdure will come up where 
it reaches, nor any fifh live in its 

4 


ftream. It kills worms in cattle 
when given them to drink; but in 
general no animals will drink out of 
this river, except goats, whofe flefh 
neverthelefs has an excellent flavour. 
Thefe fingular properties continue 
till other rivulets run into it and al- 
ter its nature; for when it pafles by 
Niebla, it is not different from other 
rivers, and falls into the Mediterra- 
nean fix leagaes lower down, at the 
town of Huelva, where it is two 
leagues broad, and admits of large 
veffels, which may come up the ri- 
ver as high as San Juan del Puerto, 
three leagues above Huelva, 


> 
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Obfervations on Dr. BENJAMIN FRANKLIN’s Soxvrion o 
Fact, relative to the Morion of a BARGE, on a Cana, 
Rev. Mr. TOLLER, of Istincrow. 


N Dr. Percival’s moral tales is 

the following relation. ** When 
Sir John Pringle and Dr. Franklin 
were travelling together in Holland, 
they remarked that the track-fchuyt, 
er barge, in one of the ftages, mov- 
ed flower than ufual, and enquired 
the reafon of it. The boatman in- 
formed them, that it had been a 
dry fenfon, and that the water was 
low in the canal. He was afked if 
the water was fo low that the boat 
couched the muddy bottoin of the 
canal; to which he anfwered in the 
negative, adding, however, that the 
difference in the quantity of water 
was fuflicient to render the draught 
more difhcult to the horfe. The 
travellers at firft were at a ldfs to 
conceive how the depth of the wa- 
ter could affect the motion of the 
boat, provided that it fwam clear of 
the bottom. But Dr. Franklin, hav- 
ing fatisfied himfelf of the truth of 
the boatman’s obfervation, began to 
confider it attentively; and endea- 
voured to account for it in the fol- 
lowing manner. The barge in pro- 
ceeding along the canal muft regu- 
larly difplace a body of water, equal 
in bulk to the fpace which fhe occu- 
pics, and the water fo removed, mutt 
pafs underneath, and on each fide 
of her. Hence if the paflage under 
her bottom be ftraitened’ by the 
fhallows, more of the water mutt 
pafs by her fides, and with greater 
velocity, which will retard her 
courfe becaufe fhe moves a con- 
trary way. The water alfo becom- 


ing lower behind than before the 
boat fhe will be prefled back by the 
weight of its difference in height, 
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and her paflage will be obftructed 
by having that weight conftantly to 
overcome.” 
The faét here mentioned is not, 
[ apprehend, fatisfaétorily account. 
ed for by the above ingenious and 
celebrated philofopher. That more 
ot the body of water, which a barge 
difplaces in her progrefs along a.ca- 
nal, paffes by her fides, and lefs un- 
der her in fhallow than in deep wa- 
ter, 1s 2 miftaken hypothefis; and 
the reafon produced in proof it will 
be found, on infpection, to be ful- 
lacious: for though it be true, that 
the paffage under a barge is /raiter 
in fhallow than in deep water; yet 
it 1s equally true, that the darger paf. 
fage in deep water 1s filled, by tho 
water which the barge has not dif- 
laced, as well as the ftraiter patlage 
in fhallow water; and the large: 
paffage, being fal will admit of no 
more of the difplaced water to pafs 
under the barge than the ftraiter paf- 
fage. ‘The different fize of the paf- 
fages (both being full) can be ot no 
confequence whatever. But in fact, 
not any of the difplaced water pafles 
under the barge, either in deep or 
in fhallow water. The whole of it 
always paffes by her fides. If any 
of it were to pafs under the barge, 
it muft either compre/is the water, 
which occupies the {pace between 
the bottom of the barge and the bed 
of the canal, which is impoffible; 
or it mutt raife up the barge, fo as 
to gain a paflage under her, which 
is alfo impoffible; for if the «hole 
body of the water, difplaced by the 
barge, had not fufficient power 00 
overcome the weight of the barge, 
I cer tainly 








inly a part’ of it eannot raife her 
or overcome her weight. 


oP, 


That a greater power is necef- 

to draw a barge along a canal, 
in fhallow than in deep water a- 
rifes, not from the different a 0 


the water; but from the different 
width of the fiream. When the wa- 
ser is low (the fides of the cartal be- 
ing rendered floping by the mud and 
(ime which it contracts) the ftream 
is narrower than when the water is 
high; and the ftream being narrow- 
er, the water, which the barge dif- 
places in her progrefs, has /e/s room 
to pais between her fides and the 
bank; and, having lefs room to 
pais, it cannot pafs fo frecly; on 
. which account, the difference on 
height, between the water defore the 
barge and behind her, is increafed, 
and the refittance to her progtefs is 
therefore the greater. 

But there is another reafon, 
why a greater power is neceflary to 
draw a barge along a canal in fhal- 
low than in deep water; which is, 
that the barge is /ower than the 
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power that aéts upon her, in’ pro» 


portion to the lownefs of the water 


in the canal; and, in proportion as 
the barge is lower than the power; 
the power has not only to overcome 


of the retiftance of the water to the 


progrefs of the barge, but has likes 
wife to counteract a greater fhare of 
her gravitation, as it drawe more 
upward, than when the barge is 
more on a level with it. It theres 
fore follows, that the wider the 

and the more oa @ level the barge is 
with the power that draws her, the 
lefs will be the power required 
whether the water be fhallow or 
deep, This inference is of import- 
ance to be attended to in forming a 
canal for inland navigation, 
according to the hypothefis 1 have 
been retuting (which fo far av I 
know is the only received hypothe- 
fis) the depth of the canal is ay ob- 
ject to be regarded: whereas the 
making it any deeper than is necef- 
fary to the free paffage of the barge, 
is wfele/s labour and expence. 
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Account of the Practice of fetting WHEAT, lately introduced in 
the County of NORFOLK, 


{ From the Letters and Papers on Agriculture, Planting, &c. publifhed by 
the Baru Sociery. | 


- (THE fetting of wheat feems 

to have been firft fuggefted 
by planting grains in a garden from 
mere curiofity, by perfons who had 
no thought or opportunity of ex- 
tending it to a lucrative purpofe ; 
and I do not remember its being at- 
tempted on a larger fcale, till a hetle 
farmer near Norwich began it about 
twelve years fince, upon lefs than 
one acre of land, For two or three 


years only a few followed his exam- 
ole: and thefe were generally the 
bigee of their mf te merriment, 
for adopting fo fingular a_ practice. 
They had, however, confiderabl 
better and larger crops than their 
neighbours: this, together with the 
faving in feed, engaged more to fol- 
low them; while fome ingenious 
perfons, obferving its great advan- 
tage, recommended and publifhed 
its 
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its utility jn the Norwich papers. 
Thefe recommendations had their 
effect: the curiofity and enquiry of 
the Nosfolk farmers (particularly 
round Norwich) were excited, and 
they found fufficient reafon to make 
general experiments. Among the 
reft was one of the largeft. occupiers 
of lands in this county, who fet fif- 
ty-feven acres in one year. His fuc- 
cefs, from the vifible {uperiority of 
his crop, both in quantity and qua- 
lity, was fo great, that the follow- 
ing autumn he fet three. hundred 
acres, and has continued the prac- 
tice ever fince. This noble expe- 
riment, eftablifhed the practice, and 
was the means of introducing it ge- 
nerally among the intelligent farm- 
ers in a very large diftri¢t of land ; 
there being few who now fow any 
wheat, if they can procure hands to 
fet it. It has been generally ob- 
ferved, that although the fet crops 
appear very thin during the autumn 
and winter, the plants tiller and 
fpread prodigioufly in the {pring. 
The ears are indifputably larger, 
without any dwarfifh or {mall corn; 
the grain is of a larger fathom, and 
{pecifically heavier per bufhel, than 
when fown. 

‘* The lands on which this me- 
thod is particularly profperous are, 
either after a clover ftubble, or on 
which trefoil and prafs-feed were 
fown the {pring before the lait, and 
on which cattle have been from time 
to time paftured during the fummer. 

“ Thefe grounds, after the ufual 
manuring, are once turned over by 
the plough in an extended flag, or 
turf, at ten inches wide; along 
which.a man, who is called a dibler, 
with two fetting-irons, fomewhat 


bigger than ram-rods, but confider- 
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ably bigger at the lower end and 
pointed at the extremity, fteps back 
wards along the turf, and makes 
the holes about four inches slendes 
every way, and an inch deep. Into 
thefe holes the droppers (women 
boys, and girls) drop two grains, 
which is quite fufficient, After 
this, a gatc, bufhed with thorns is 
drawn by one horfe over the land 
and cloies up the holes, By this 
mode, three pecks of grain is fufh. 
cient for an acre ; and being imme. 
diately buried, it is equally remov. 
ed from vermin, or the power of 
froft. The regularity of its rifing 
gives the beft opportunity of keeping 
it clear trom weeds, by weeding or 
hand-hoing. 

* In a word, this practice is re- 
plete with greater utility than any 
that has been made in the agricul. 
tural art. Ina parochial view, it 
merits the higheft attention, as it 
tends greatly to_leffen the rates, by 
employing the aged and children, at 
a feafon too when they have litle 
elfe todo. It faves to the farmer, 
and to the public, fix pecks of red 
wheat in evcry acre, which, if na- 


tionally adopted, (without confider- 


ing the fuperior produce) would af- 
ford bread for more than half a mil- 
lion of people. 

*¢ The expence of fetting by hand 
is now reduced to about fix fhillings 
an acre, and avery complete drill 
plough has latcly been introduced 
among us, and found to anfwer ex- 
tremely well, by which the diffi- 
culty of getting hands is obviated, 
and the expence leffened, as with 
this plough one man can fet an acre 
per day. The maker is Mr. James 
Blancher, of Attleborough, in Nots 
folk.’? 


Account 
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Account of the LANDS capable of being WATERED. 
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(From a Treatife on Watering Meadows. ] 


“ LL lands, which lie low and 

% near the banks of rivulets, 
brooks and fprings, are capable of 
being watered, wherever the water 
is already higher than the lands, and 
kept within its courfe by the banks. 
Ifa rivulet, &c. have a very quick 
defeent, the improvement by water- 
ing will be very great, and the ex- 
pences finall; for the greater the de- 
feent, the quicker the improvement. 
In all level lands the water runs 
tlowly, which in general is the cafe 
alfo in large rivers; therefore but 
little land can be flooded by them, 
in comparifon of what may be by 
{maller ftreams. But whenever large 
rivers run rapidly, are capable of 
being controled, and can be brought 
over the adjacent lands, the advan- 
tage is far greater than can be ob- 
tained from rivulets. 

“ The water in large rivers is ge- 
nerally the moft fruitful: for more 
land floods falling into them, they 
are fatter, and confequently more 
enriching to the meadows: but in 
many parts of the kingdom, where 


~ the great rivers are navigable, or 


have mills erected upon them, thefe 
are capital objections to the perfect 
improvement of the contiguous lands. 
By fmatl rivulets and {prings ufually 
the moftdand may be watered, and 
certainly with the leaft expence. 
_“ The various forts of foils to be 
found near the banks of rivers, 
brooks, &c. may all be reduced un- 
der the three following heads: 

“ Firft, a gravelly, or found, 
warm, firm, fandy foil, or, which 
often happens, a mixture of fuch, or 


indeed almoft any foil that partakes 
of fuch qualities. 

* Thefe foils, when there hap- 
pens to be a defcent from the river, 
make an almoft inftantancous im- 
provement: the fafter the water runs 
over thefe foils the better. Should 
there happen, <¢ Blythe, to be a 

uantity of land that comes under 
this deicription, not one moment’s 
hefitation fhould be made about the 
fuccefs; for the advantage is the 
greateft that can be obtained by any 
mode of hufbandry, with the leafk 
expence, and the greateft degree of 
certainty. 

“* Secondly, boggy, miry, and 
rufhy foils (which always are found 
by the banks of rivers, where the 
land lies pretty level) are ‘certainly 
to be greatly improved; . per 
equall He wich che ork 5 Pay de 
{cribed, when the value of each in 
their unimproved ftate is confider- 
ed: for this fort of land is fearcely 
worth any thing in that fate; bue 
by being properly watered, may be 
made to produce a large quantity of 
hay that will winter, and greatly 
forward horned cattle; although in 
its uncultivated form, it would not 
maintain any kind of ftock all the 
winter, and but very little in the 
fummer months. It muft be ob- 
ferved, that to bring this fort of land 
into a proper ftate, much more ex- 
pence and judgment are neceflary, 
than in the former. 

“ Thirdly, ftrong, wet, cold, clay 
foils are the moft difficult to be im- 
proved, as well from their fituation, 
which is moitly a dead level, as from 
their 
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their tenacity, which will not admit 
of draining, but.with great expence, 
much care and attention ; and even 
then, unlefs a ftrong body of water 
can be procured to throw over them, 
and that from a river, whofe water 
is fruitful, little advantage will be 
reaped: but whenever thofe advan- 
tages can be had in the winter, and 
a warm {pring fucceeds, the crops 
of grafs upon thefe lands are im- 
mente. 

“* Rivulets and brooks are the 
ftreams that can be ufed to the great- 
eft advantage, becaufe the expence 
of ‘ere€ting wares acrofs them, will 
not be great, neither are there any 
of tho Fa on to which large 
tivers are ‘liable: befides, if they 
tun ‘through a cultivated country, 
the land-floods, occafioned by vio- 
lent rains, bring a very large quan- 
tity of manure, fuch as chalk wa- 
ter, fheep’s dung, and the ftraining 
of the arable fields, as well as the 
feourings of the roads and ditches, 
the runnings of the farm-yards, the 
drains and fihks ‘from the towns. and 
villages: all of which-are otherwife 
carried, by the rains, into the lef- 
fer, and from thence into the larger 
ftreams, and are totally loft to the 
farmer. 

“ Tt is inconceivable, what twen- 
ty-four hours water, properly con- 
veyed over the lands, will do, in fuch 
feafon: a beautiful verdure will arife 
in afew days, where a parched, ruf- 
ty ‘foil could only be feen; and one 
acre will then be found to maintain 
more ftock than ten would before. 
The peculiar benefit of fuch feed at 
fuch time, let thofe farmers eftimate, 
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who have experienced a dr 
with a large ftock, and no meadows 

A third vantage muft not be paff. 
ed over, as it may poflibly ftimu. 
late fome farmers to.attempt to water 
their coarfe lands. Every perfon 
who has a breeding ftock of ewes 
knows the difliculty of procuring 
proper food for the lambs in Febru. 
ary, March, and Aprily after the 
turnips are catén, or when they 
have failed, and before the natural 
or artificial grafles are fit to take 
them. This difficulty is effectually 
remedied by the water meadows, 
which, when laid up in time, pro- 
perly watered, and drained, will have 
a fufficient bite for the ewes and 
lambs by the end of February, and 
they may be kept in them with per- 
fect fafety, till. the end of April: 
nothing makes the ewe thrive better 
than this {pring grafs, or produces 
more milk: this is Are {pring- 
feeding the meadows. To thefe ad- 
vantages another may be addrefled 
to the gentleman, who wifhes to im- 
prove his eftate ; and whofe bene- 
volent heart prompts him to extend 
a chafitable hand to the relief of the 
induftrious poor, and not to the en- 
couragement of idlenefs and vice: 
almoft the whole of the expences in 
this mode of cultivation is the actual 
manual labour of a clafs of people, 
who have no genius to employ their 
bodily ftrength otherways, for their’s 
and their families fupport ; confe- 
quently viewed in this light, the 
expences can be comparatively but 
finall, the improvement great and 
durable.” 


y fummer; 


Extract 
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fxrract from Sir WILLIAM 


HAMILTON’s Account .of an 


Exvetion of MOUNT VESUVIUS, which happened in Augutt, 
1779. In a Letter to Joseri Bawxs, Efq. Prefident of the Royal 


Society. 


[ From the Puitosornicar Transactions, Vol. 90. ] 


« CUNDAY, Auguft the 8th, 
.) Vefuvius was quiet tll to- 
wards fix o’clock in the evening, 
when a great fmoke began to gather 
again ovet its crater, and about an 
hour after, a rumbling fubterra- 
neous noife was heard in the neigh- 
bourhood of the volcano; the utual 
throws of red-hot ftones and /corie 
began, anid increafed every inftant. 
Iwas at this time at Paufilipo, in 
the company of feveral of my coun- 
trymen, obferving with good telef- 
copes the cutious phenomena in 
the crater of Vefuvius, which, with 
fuch help, we could dittinguifh as 
well as if we had been actually feat- 
ed on the fummit of the volcano. 
The crater feemed much enlarged 
by the violence of the laft night’s 
explofions, and the little mountain 
no longer exiited. At about nine 
o’clock there was a loud report, 
which fhook the houfes at Portici, 
and its neighbourhood, to fuch a 
degree, as to alatm their inhabit- 
ants, and drive them out into the 
ftrects ; and, as I have fince feen 
Many windows were broken, and 
walls cracked, by the concuffion of 
the air from that explofion, though 
faintly heard at Naples. 

“In an inftant a fountain of li- 
quid tranfparent ‘fire began to rife, 
and, gradually increafing, arrived 
at fo amazing a ‘height, as:to ftrike 
every one who beheld it with the 
moft ‘awful \aftenifhment. I ‘fhall 
fearcely be credited when I aflure 
you, dir, that, to the beft of my 
judgment, the height of this ftu- 
yay ‘column of fire could not 

lefs than three times that of Ve- 


fuvius itfelf, which, as you know, 
rifes perpendicular near 3700 feet 
above the level of the fea. 

** Puffs of {moke, as black as can 
poflibly be imagined, fueceed one 
another haftily, and accompanied 
the red-hot, tranfparent, and liquid 
lava, interrupting its fplendid bright« 
neis here and there by patches of 
the darkeft hue. Within thefe puffs 
of fmoke, at the very moment of 
their emiflion from the crater, I 
could perceive a bright, but pale, 
electrical fire, brifkly playing about 
in zig-zag lines. 

“ The wind was S. W.; and 
though gentle, was fuflicient to cars 
ry thefe detached clouds, or pufts 
of finoke, out of the column of 
fire; and a collection of them, by 
degrees, formed a black and exten 
five curtain (if I may be allowed the 
expreflion) behind it: in other parts 
of the fky it was perfectly clear, 
and the ftars were bright. 

“* The fiery fountain, of fo gi- 
gantic a fize, upon the dark ground 
above mentioned, made the moft 
glorious contraft imaginable; and 
the blaze of it, reflected ftrongly on 
the furface of the fea, which was at 
that time perfectly fimooth, added 
greatly tothis fublime view. 

“ The liquid lava, mixed with 
ftones and fcoria, after having 
mounted, I verily believe, at the 
leaft ten thoufand feet, was partly 
directed by the wind towards Ot. 
taiano, and ae falling almof 
perpendicularly, till red-hot and 
liquid, on Vefuvius, covered its 
whole cone, part of -that of the 
mountain of Somma, and the valley 
between 
































8 ee 





{frrz}) PHILOSOPHICAL PAPERsg, 


between them. The falling matter 
being nearly as vivid and inflamed 
as that which was continually iffu- 
ing frefh from the crater, formed 
with it one complete body of fire, 


which could not be lefs thah two. 


mileg and a half in breadth, and of 
the extraordinary height above men- 
tioned, cafting a heat to the dif- 
tance of at leait fix miles around it. 

‘© The brufh-wood on the moun- 
tain of Somma was foon on a blaze, 
which flame, being of a different 
tint from the deep red of the matter 
thrown out of the volcano, and 
from the filvery blue of the electni- 
cil fire, ftill added to the contratt 
of the moft extraordinary {cene. 

‘“ The black cloud encreating 
greatly, once bent towards Naples, 
and feemed to threaten this fair city 
with fpeedy deftruction ; for it was 
charged with electrical matter, 
which kept conftantly darting about 
it in ftrong and bright zig-zags, jutt 
like thofe defcribed by Pliny the 
Younger, in his letter to Tacitus, 
and which accompanied the great 
eruption of Vefuvius that proved 
fatal to his uncle. The volcanic 
lightning, however, as I particular- 
ly remarked, very rarely quitted 
the cloud, but ufually returned to 
that great column of fire towards the 
crater of the volcano, from whence 
it originally came. Once or twice, 
indeed, 1 faw this lightning (or 
Serilli as it is called here) fall on 
the top of Somma, and {fet fire to 
fome dry grafs and bufhes. 

** Fortunately for us, the wind 
increaling from the S. W. quarter, 
carried back the threatning cloud 
jutt as it had reached the city, and 
began to occafion great alarm. All 
public diverfions ceafed in an in- 
ftant, and the theatres being fhut, 
the doors of the churches were 
thrown open. Numerous procef- 
fions were formed in the ftreets, and 


women and children, with diflies 
velled heads, filled the air with 
their cries, infifting loudly upon 
the relics of St. Januarius beine 
immediately oppofed to the tury of 
the mountain : in fhort, the popu- 
lace of this great city began to dif. 
play its ufual extravavant mixture 
of riot and bigotry, and if fome 
{peedy and well-timed precautions 
had not been taken, Naples would, 
perhaps, have been in more dancer 
of fluttering trom the irregularities 
of its lower clafs of inhabitants than 
trom the angry volcano. 

“ But to return to my fubjeét; 
after the column of fire had contis 
nued in full force near half an hour, 
the eruption ceafed all at once, 
and Vefuvius remained fullen and 
filent. After the dazzling light of 
the fiery fountain, all feemed dark 
and difmal, except the cone of Ve- 
fuvius, which was covered with 
glowing cinders, and /coria, trom 
under which, at times, here and 
there, fmall ftreams of liquid lava 
efcaped, and rolled.down the fteep 
fides of the volcano. This {cene 
put me in mind of Martial’s de- 
icription of Etna : 


Cunéla jacent flammis, et trifti merfa 
Se avilld ° 


‘¢ In the parts of Naples neareft 
Vefuvius, whilit the eruption latted, 
a mixed {imell, like that of fulphur, 
with the vapours of an iron-founde- 
ry, was fenfible ; but nearer to the 
mountain that fmell was very offen- 
five, as I have often found it in my 
vifits to Vefuvius, during an erup- 
tion. 

“Thus, Sir, have I endeavoured 


.to convey to you at leaft a faint idea 


of afcene fo glorious and fublime 
as, perhaps, may have never be- 
fore been viewed by human cyes, 


at leaft in fuch perfection.” 


AN- 





~ ae on Ee oe. 2 eee oe ee 








mm J { ¥t3" ] " . 


x 





ANTIQUITIES, 


7 : om =e 








oe —— 


Examination of the; miftaken OCernion that. IR ELAND and 
THANET were void of SERPENTS. By the Rev. Mr,’ 


PEGGE. 


{ From the Fifth Volume of the AncnagoLocs ay } . 


« 4 Miia: are yet many points in 

natural hiftory which want to 
be cleared. It is not certainly known 
whether the clephant cafts its teeth : 
the bee fanciers have, lately been 
very generally of opinion, that the 
working bees are of no fex: but as. 
this is contrary to analogy, or the 
ufual courfe of nature in her produce. 
tions, it has been called in quettion,, 
and with much appearance of reajon, 
infomuch that this matter wants to 
be better afcertained. 

“It is partly through irremedi- 
able ignorance of the true nature 
of things, and partly through our 
ofcitancy in not enquiring into them 
and confidering them as we ought, 
when we have it in our power, that 
fo much credulity and fuperitition 
have arifen in the world. 

“ Not to purfue any: farther this 
fubject, Solinus writes concerning 
the Ifle of Thanct, “* Thanatos 
infula alluitur freto Gallico: a Bri- 
tanniz continente zftuario tenui fe- 
parata: frumentarijs campis felix, 
et gleba uberi: nec tantim fibi foli, 
verdm, et alijs falubris locis; nam 
cim ipfa nullo ferpatur angue, afpor- 
tata inde terra quoquo gentium ins 
vecta fit, anges necat.’? And fo 
the ifland is {uppofed to have taken 
its mame from the Greek word 
avalos, Death. This, however, is by 
no means the true etymon, fince, as 
Mr. ai. who lived long there, 
_ 4790 


obferves, it does net accord with 
matter of fact, that cheillend affords 
no fnakes; and therefore it, rather 
borrowed its name, as the fame pens 
tlenian faggetts, from, dere, a fire, on 
beacon, With whieh kt much abounds 
ed, 

i Tf you afk how,.tt happened 
that the ulé acquired the high privis 
lege of heing,exempt from inakes on 


Serpents + or, which is the fame thing, 


was thought to enjoy that prerogas 
tive: Joho de Trevila, the tranilator 
of Higden’s Polychyonigon, will in- 
form you without fcruple, that ie 
was owing tothe blefling of St, Aus 
guftine, archbifhop of Canterbury, 
who firit landed there, when he came 
to convert the Saxons. ‘* It is fiups 
pofed that this Iflonde, fays he, was 
halawed and blyfied of Suynte 
Auttya, the fy rit Doctour of Englythe 
men, for there he arryved tyrft,’? 
This, indeed, is not exactly agrecable 
to his author, who only fays, the 
ifland obtained its fertility from the 
Saint. Trevifa’s notion, however, 
prevailed, being propagated by Cax+ 
ton in his defcription, of England, 
and is, at this day, believed by 
many. 

“ Let us now fee how it fares 
with Ireland; for this is fuppofed, iz 
like manner, to be void of veno- 
mous creatures. ‘ What js mot 
uncommon, fays Sir James Ware, 
and hardly granted by God to any 
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mous creature, not though it were im- 
ported into it from another country.” 
And this opinion was in fact very 
ancient, and was thought fo indu- 
bitable a characteriftic of the coun- 
try, that a controverfy arifing, as 
Giraldus Cambrenfis relates, whe- 
ther the Ifle of Man belonged to 
Britain or Ireland, it was adjudged 
to appertain to the former, becaufe 
it admitted of venomous creatures. 
Now as the matter of fact was thus 
currently credited, fo the original 
caufe of it, that their patron St. 
Patrick expelled all noxious animals 
out of the ifland, was as univerfally 
believed, and that he did it by 
means of his ffaf. The legend 
fays, that Patrick, on the approach 
of Lent, withdrew into a high moun- 
tain on the weftern coaft of Con- 
naught, that he fafted there forty 
days, and “that to this place he 
gathered together the feveral tribes 
of ferpents and venomous creatures, 
and drove them headlong into the 
Weftern Ocean; and thatfrom hence 
hath proceeded that exemption, 
which Ireland enjoys, from all poi 
fonous reptiles,” And then as to 
the inftrument, Giraldus exprefily 
fays “ per quam [Baculum Fefu] 
vulgari opinione, Sanctus Patricius 
venemofos ab infula vermes ejecit.”’ 

‘¢ Now what occafion is there for 
any miraculous operations in thete 
cafes? For any fuperttitrous notions, 
or incredible manceuvres, when the 
facts, fuppofing them to be real, 
can be fo readily accounted for, 
upon the flighteft confideration, 
from the common courfe and na- 
ture of things? ‘Thanet and Ireland 
are both of them iflands: Thanet 
was more completely fuch formerly 
than at preient, the Venlade, or 
H antfune, which feparates it from 
the covtinent, having been three 
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other part of the habitable globe, 
this ifland does not nourifo any veno- 


furlongs - broad in vene , 
time. Solinus, Jn gage my aahe’e 
cited, expreffly ment’ as its “<4 
emption trom venomous animal, 
long before St, Auguftine porn, 
there, fo that the interpofition of 
the faint is mani ae 
t is manifeftly excluded 

He notes the exemption alfo x 
refpect of Ireland, as is rightly ob. 
ferved by Sir James Ware, before 
St. Patrick was born, Wherefore 
regarding the two places as iflands 
it feems to be no more than natu. 
ral, that they fhould be deftitute of 
noxious animals. It was fo in 
Crete, where Solinus tells us, there 
were neither wolves, foxes, nor fers 
pents ; and in Ebufus, as both he 
and Pliny relate. Whereupon, it 
may be properly obferved, that fer- 
pents- were abfent from Crete for 
the fame reafon that wolves and 
foxes were, becaufe it being an 
ifland, they could not get thither of 
themfelves, and nobody would, cer- 
tainly, be at the trouble of convey- 
ing or tran{porting them. Diofco- 
rides and Apuleius, indeed, con- 
tend, that the abfence of poifonous 
animals from Crete was owing to 
the powerful alexipharmical proper- 
ty of the herb dittany, which pol- 
feffed an extraordinary virtue in that 
ifland: but few people, I appre- 
hend, will think that an adequate 
caufe: however it may be fome {a- 
tisfaétion to thofe that do, to find 
it matched by the Indian tree called 
Parebon, of which a large piece, 
according to Ctefias, would attra 
lambs and oxen, and birds, much 
in the fame manner as the Cretan 
dittany repelled the wolves, and 
foxes, and ferpents; fo that it was 
ufed in fowling. ) 

“ Venomous creatures are pro- 
pagated no otherwife than by their 
own fpecies, (notwithftanding what 


Diodorus Siculus fays of the ile of 


Rhodes) and therefore onc may 
weil 
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well fuppofe that many other iflands 
in the world, perhaps moft of them, 
may be free from them, as well as 
Thanet and Ireland, Crete and Epu- 
fus. As to Rhodes, called former- 


ly éguovea, and any other iflands 
called by the fame name, thefe are 
fingularities, which conclude no- 
thing againft general appearance. 

“ I come now to Ireland in par- 
ticular: the country is extremely 
wet and very unfavourable for fbf- 
tering reptiles of the ferpentine 
kind, which always flourifh moft in 
dry and warm climates; for which 
reafon, they never appear here in 
England, ull towards the approach 
offummer. Bede indeed fays, Ire- 
land excelled Britain in the ferenit 
and falubrity of its air; but Giral- 
dus Cambrenfis, who had been in 
the country, contradicts him flatly 


in that, and elfewhere {peaks of its 
being greatly fubject to rain, which 
I prefurne is the truth. 

“The refult feems to be, that 
when, in perufing our ancient au- 
thors, the tenmned antiquary meets 
with narrations bordering upon the 
marvellous, the firtt thing to be 
done is, to examine into the reality 
of the facts in the beft manner he 
can, and after that maturely to 
weigh and confider, whether the- 
appearances related are not capable 
of being fatisfactorily refolved from 
fecond caufes, without having re- 
courfe to preternatural efficients and 
operations: a method of proceeding 
not only very rational in itfelf, but 
which will probably deliver him, in 
many inftances, from much foll 
and fuperitition, incidental to aed 
gar and unthinking minds,” 





REMARKS on the Word ROMANCE, By the Rev. Mr, 
BOWLE, 


{ From the fame. ] 


? HAT the Old French was 
originally called Roman is 
beyond a Sake, as appears from 
Pafquier in his Recherches de la 
France: more particularly, 1, VIII. 
c. 8. “ & comme ainfi foit que le 
Roman fut le language courtefan de 
France, tous ceux qui s’amutoient 
defcrire les faiéts heroiques de nos 
Chevaliers, premierement en vers, 
puis en profe, appellerent leurs 
ouvres Romans.”’ He advances 
nearly the fame thing in the fitth 
chapter of the preceding book. 

“* Crefcimbeni reciting the feveral 
opinions refpecting the name Ko- 
manzo, derives it from the word 
Roma, and tells us, that it means 
that vulgar idiom which with colo- 
mes of .Romans paffed into Pro- 


vence, and elfewhere, and was ef- 
teemed, even by the barbarians who 
inhabited thofe kingdoms, and call- 
ed Romano, and Romanzo: and 
in this they wrote the acts and at- 
chievements of knights; which 
writings were therefore ftyled Ro- 
manzi, or Komances. The termi- 
nation was moft probably conform- 
able to the ufe of the language of 
the country into which it was intro- 
duced, the radical word being one 
and the fame. Thefe two authorit 
ties ferve to corroborate what the 
learned Spanifh etymologift Cover- 
suvias afferts in the Teforo ot his 
language, to this day called Ro- 
mance. And he obferves, this name 
is generical, and Lelongs alike to 
the Tuican, to the French, and to 
H 2 the 
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the Spanifh; inafmuch as all thefe 
three were derived from the purity 
of the Latin tongue, which the Ro- 
mans, being conquerors, introduc- 
ed into thefe vinces, and which, 
at firft, the nobles fpoke, and wrote. 
He farther informs us, that the 
Latin tongue being admitted into 
Spain, was fpoken as in Rome, and 
that there were men well fkilled in 
it, who fpoke and wrote it with 
more refinement than the vulgar: 
but upon the coming in of the 
Goths it was notably corrupted: 
that which before was pure Roman 
was converted into Romance, which 
is equivalent to its being derived 
from the Roman. 

“ In confirmation of what is here 
advanced, I have to add, that the 
name Romance was given to the 
Spanifh language, to diftinguifh it 
from the Gothic. “ El nombre 
de Romance fe le pufo a diftincion 
de la Gotica.”’ So fpeaks the moft 
learned Canonigo Aldrete, in his 
* Origen de la Lengua Cattella- 
na.” 1. I]. c. 7. a work replete with 
various erudition, and copious in- 
formation for the philologiit. What 
is allo remarkable of this word is, 
that it never conveys that idea we 
give it, and means the language in 
vencral, or a fong. In thefe two 
fenfes only it is ufed in more than 
twenty places by Cervantes, in his 
Don Quixote, and in both in one 
page in the 13th chapter of the firit 
part. “ Kn nueftro Romance Caf- 
tellano—y aquel tan fubido Romaace, 
y tan decantado.” Nor is any other 
explanation of the word to be had 
in the Diccionario de Madrid. 

“The French then having in- 
difputably extended the idea of the 
word, and firtt of all appropriated 
it to the above mentioned compo- 
fitions, from them it is moft pro- 
bubly derived. Whether or no they 
were ‘before the Libros de Cavualieri- 
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as, the general name of the arc 
Spanifo Romances, is foreign to ed 
prefent purpofe. Daniello, in-his 
comento upon the 26th canto of the 
Purgatorio of Dante, corroborates 
what is here-afferted, dnd is an ad. 
ditional authority, if farther proof 
were. wanting, of what Covarruvias 
has advanced concerning the Ro- 
mance. 

“* One branch of the Romau/h, 
of which there is an account by 
Mr. Planta, in the Philofophical 
Tranfactions, Vol. LXVI. p. 129, 
is by the inhabitants of the En- 
gadine Grifons, called Ladin: and 
the whole of it is certainly nothing 
more than a dialect of this general 
language. I am induced to make 
this aflertion, from obferving ag 
almoft exaét identity in this, with 
that fpoken by the ancient inhabit. 
ants of the valleys of Piedmont, 
upon the confines of the Gritons, 
ot which we have copious fpecimens 
in Sir Samuel Morland’s hiftory ot 
the evangelical churches of that 
country. Both dialects of the Re- 
manfo, as cited in the oath of Lewis 
the Germanic, have not a clofer 
affinity to each other, - than’ they 
have to this, being alike clipt and 
curtailed, as will appear trom what 
follows : ; 

“1, Engadine Romanfh, called 
Ladin. : 

‘“ Per amur da Diu, et per il 
Chriftian poevel, et nos commun 
falvament. 

“© 2, Romanfh of both dialects. | 

“ Pro Vamur da Deus, et pro 
Chriftian pobeli et noff commun 
falvament. 

“3, Latin. 

e Pro Dei amore, et pro Chrif- 
tiano populo, ct noftro communi 
falvamento. 


“©; In Sir Samuel Morland’s ex- — 


tracts we read, ** Illi eran mort, ¢ 


deftruit fenca perdonament. El fal 
vare 








ire fon poble. El receoplo —_ 

donar falvament.” p. 106, 7, 8. 

« Tf it can be made appear that 
the language of the vallies was quite 
‘diffinct from, and utterly uncon- 
nected with, either in fituation, or 
origin, then might we, did nothing 
elfe prefent itfelf, admit What Me’, 
Planta takes for granted, that the 
Romanfh has never been ufed in any 
recular compofition in ge till 
the fixteenth century, nor affected 
by any foreign invafion, or intimate 
connection. But this is really af- 
ferting too much. Nor, on a clofe 
infpeétion, does it appear any more 
to merit the appellation of a diffindt 
language, rather than a dialed, than 
does the Catalan which has the 
fume parent ftock for its origin, 
though tt be engrafted on the Pro- 
vengal, or Lemofin, as this feems 
to be on the Italian and German. 
The intormation of Fontanini feems 
decifive in this matter: that the 
Romance, now fpoken in the coun- 
try of the Grifons, is alfo the*tom- 
mon dialect of the Friulefe, and of 
fome diftriéts in Savoy. Before I 
had reflected on the extent and uni- 
verfaiity of this term, the refem- 
blance of the language of the vallies 
to the Spanifh was to flriking, that 
it induced me to give credit to the 
account of a Piedmontefe, that fome 
‘Spanith officers at ‘Turin found no 
difficulty in comprehending what was 
faid in the Langue du pays. And 
indeed this will be very evident from 
infpecting both. 

“* To begin then with the Ro- 
mance of the valleys. 

“‘ Garde vos de li fals prophetas 
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li qual venon a vos en vettimentos 
deteas. . 

“* Spanith. Guarda o8 de fds 
falfos prophetas, que vienen a vo- 
fotros con vettidos de ovejas. 

“'V. A queft poble honra mi 
cum labias, malo cor. ’ 

* Sp. Efte pueblo de labios me 
honra, mas fu coragon. 

* V. es long de mi. ma illi co- 
lon mi fenza caifon, enfeiquant. 

“* Sp. lexos efde mi. mas en 
vano me honorran enfennando, 

“*'V. les dottrinas, & li co- 
mandement de ti nomes. 

“ Sp. doétrinas, mandamientos 
dettomtres, 

‘“‘ at were ecafy to enlarge the 
comparifon, and to fhew a fill clo- 
fer fimilitude in the Catftillan, par- 
ticularly in its earlier fate, as it oc 
curs in the laws de las ticlas 
which were compofed in the thir- 
teenth century; but the above 
hints may futhee. Another obfer- 
vation may have its ufe alfo, name- 
ly, that both tongues have feveral 
words which radically are one and 
the fame, and which have no affi- 
nity with the Latin. I cannot bet- 
ter clofe thefe reveries than with 
the juft remark of Monfieur de la 
Curne de §. Palaye, and in his 
own words: “ Les langues Fran- 
goife, Italienne, & Efpagnole ont 
entre elles des traites de rciemblance 
& de conformité fi fenfibles & fi 
marqués, qu’on ne peut guére etu- 
dier |’hiftoire de l’une, qu’on ne 
s’inftruife en méme temps de |’hif- 
toire de fes compagnes; je dirois 
méme prefque de fes focurs, fi je 
voulois prendre un parti.”’ 





ACCOUNT of our ANCIENT THEATRES. 
[From Mr. Matonz’s Supplement to the laft Edition of Suaksreare.] 


HE drama, before the time cultivated, or fo ill underftood, that 


s 
I of Shakfpeare, was fo little 


it is unneceffary to carry our re- 
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fearches higher than that period. 

den hes wale obferved, that he 
“+ found not, but created firft the 
’ ftage ;”? of which no one can doubt, 
who confiders, that of all the plays 
iffued from the prefs antecedent to 
the year 1592, when there is good 
veal to believe he commenced a 
dramatic writer, the titles are {carce- 
ly known, except to antiquarians ; 
nor is there one of them that will 
bear a fecond perufal. Yet thefe, 
contemptible and few as they are, 
we may fuppofe to have been the 
moft popular produétions of the 
time, ‘and the beft that had been 
exhibited before the appearance of 
Shakfpeare. 

“ The moft ancient Englith play- 
houfes of which I have met any ac- 
counts, are the Curtain in Shore- 
ditch, and the Theatre. 

** In the time of our author, there 
were no lefs than ten theatres open ; 
four private houfes, viz. that in 
Black-friars, the Cockpit or Phoenix 
jn Drury-Lane, a theatre in White- 
friars, and one in Salifbury-court ; 
and fix that were called public the- 
atres; viz, the Globe, the Swan, the 
Rofe, and the Hope, on the Bank- 
fide; the Red Bull, at the upper 
end of St. John’s-itreet, and the 
Fortune, in W hite-crofs-ftreet, The 
two laft were chiefly frequented by 
citizens. : 

** Moft, if. not all of Shakfpeare’s 
plays were pertormed, either at the 
Globe, or at the theatre in Black- 
friars. I fhal] therefore confine m 
enquiries chiefly to thefe two. It 
appears that they both belonged to 
the fame company of comedians, 
viz, his majefty’s fervants, which 
title they ailumed, after a licence 
had been granted to them by king 
James in 1603; having before that 
time been called the fervants of the 
lord chamberlain. 


* The theatre in Black: friars 
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was, as has been mentioned, a p;; 
vate houfe; but what were the = 
culiar and diftinguithing marks of Sy 
private play-houfe, it is not cafy to 
afcertain, We know only that je 
was very fmall; and that plays 
were there ufually reprefented by 
candle-light, 

** The Globe, which was fituar. 
ed on the fouthern fide of the river 
‘Thames, was a hexagonal building, 
partly open to the weather, partly 
covered with reeds. It was a public 
theatre, and of confiderable fize ; 
and there they always acted b day- 
light, On the roof of the Glo, 
and the other public theatres, a pole 
was ereéted, to which a flag was 
affixed. Thefe flags were probably 
difplayed only during the hours of ex. 
hibition ; and it fhould feem froma 
paflage in one of the old comedies, 
that they were taken down during 
Lent, in which feafon no_ plays 
were prefented. 

** The Globe, though hexagonal 
at the outfide, was probably a roe 
tunda within, and perhaps had its 
name from its circular form, It 
might, however, have been deno- 
minated only from its fign; which 
was a figure of Hercules fupporting 
the Globe, This theatre was burnt 
down in 1613; but it was rebuilt in 
the following year, and decorated 
with more ornament than had been 
originally beftowed upon it. 

‘© The exhibitions at the Globe 
feem to have been calculated or 
for the lower clafs of people; thote 
at Black-friars, for a more felect and 
judicious audience. 

‘¢ A writer informs us, that one 
of thefe theatres was a winter, and 
the other a fummer houfe. As 
the Globe was partly expofed to 
the weather, and they acted there 
ufually by day-light, it was probably 
the fummer theatre. The exhibi- 


tions here feem to have been more 
frequent 











vent than at Black-friars, . at 
fred till the year 1604 or 1605, 
‘when the Bank-fide appears to have 
become lefs fafhionable, and lefs fre- 
vented than it formerly had been. 
* Many of our ancient dramatic 
pieces were performed in the yards 
of carriers’ inns, in which, in the 
deginning of queen Elizabeth's 
reign, the comedians, who then 
frit united themfelves in com- 
nies, erected an occafional ftage. 
he form of thefe temporary play- 
houfes feem to be preferved in our 
modern theatre. ‘The galleries are, 
in both, ranged over each other on 
three fides of the building. The 
fmall rooms under the loweft of 
thefe galleries, anfwer to our pre- 
fent boxes; and it is obfervable that 
thefe, even in theatres which were 
built in a fubfequent period exprefs- 


‘ly for dramatic exhibitions, ftill re- 


tained their old name, and are fre- 
quently called rooms by our ancient 
writers, The yard bears a fufficient 
refemblance to the pit, as at prefent 
in ufe. We may fuppofe the ttage 
to have been raited in this area, on 
the fourth fide, with its back to the 
gateway of the inn, at which the 
money for admiffion was taken. 
‘Thus, in fine weather, a play-houfe 
not incommodious might have been 
formed. | 

‘“* Hence, in the middle of the 
Globe, and I fuppofe of the other 
= theatres, in the time of 

hakfpeare, there was an open yard 
or area, where the common people 
ftood to fee the exhibition; from 
which circumftance they are called 
by our author groundlings, and by 
Ben Jonfon, “ the underftanding 
gentlemen of the ground.” 

* In the, ancient —play-houfes 
there appears to have been a private 
box; of which it is not cafy to af- 
certain the fituation. It feems to 


have been placed at thg fide of the 
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‘ftage, towards the rear, and to have 

been at a lower price: ‘in this fome 
fat, either from ceconomy or 

fingularity. The galleries or 

folds, as they are imes called, 


cand that part of the houfe, which 


in private theatres was named the 
pit, feem to have been at the fume 
price; and probably in hovics of 
reputation, fuch as the Globe, and 
that in Black-friars, the price of ad- 
miffion into thofe parts of the theatre 
was fix-pence, while in fome meaner 
play-houfes it was only a penny, in 
others only two-pence. he price 
of admiflion into the beft rooms or 
boxes, was, I believe in our author's 
time, a fhilling; though afterwards 
it appears to have rifen to two fhil- 
lings, and half a crown. 

** From feveral paliages in our 
old plays we learn, that fpectators 
were admitted on the ftage, and 
that the critics and wits of the time 
ufually fat there. Some were placed 
on the ground; others fat on ftools, 
of which the price was either fix 

nee or a fhilling, according, I 
uppofe, to the commodioufnefs 
of the fituation. And they were 
attended by pages, who furnifhed 
them with pipes and tobacco, 
which was finoaked here as well 
as in other parts of the houfe. Yet 
it fhould feem that perfons were fuf- 
fered to fit on the eae only in the 

rivate play-houfes, (fuch as Black- 
riars, &c.) where the audience was 
more feleét, and of a higher clafs; 
and that in the Globe and other pub- 
lic theatres, no fuch licence was pers 
mitted. 

“ The ftage was ftrewed with ruth- 
es, which, as we learn from Hentz- 
ner and Caius de Ephemera, was, in 
the time of Shakfpeare, the ufual 
covering of floors in‘England The 
curtain which hangs in the front of 
the prefent ftage, drawn up by lines 
and pullics, though not a modern 

H 4 invcne 
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jnvéntion, -(for it was ufed by Inigo 
Jones in the mafques at court) was 
yetan to which the fimple 
dmechanifm of. our ancient theatres 
had not arrived; for in them the 
¢urtains opened. in the middje, and 
were drawn backwards and forwards 
on an iron rod, In fome play-houtes 
they were woollen, in others, made 
of filk. ..Towards the rear of the 
ftage there appears.to have been a 
balcony, the platform of which was 
probably cight or. ten feet from the 

round, . I fuppofe it to have been 
Fapporesd by pillars, From hence 
in many of our old plays, part of the 
dialogue was fpoken;‘ and in the 
front of this balcony, curtains like- 
wile were hung, 

*¢ A doubt has been entertained, 
whether inour ancient theatres there 
were fide and other fcenes. The 
— is involved in fo much ob- 
curity, that it: issvery. difhcule to 
form any decided opinion upon it, 
ae certain, that'in the year 1609, 

nigo Jones exhibited an entertain- 
Ment at Oxford, in which moveable 
feenes were wfed ; but he appears.to 
have introduged feveral picces of 
machinery inthe mafques at court, 
with whichhandoubtedly the public 
theatres werd ubacquainied. A pat- 
fage which hast: been produced trom 
one of the old comedies, proves, it 
mult be owned, that even thefe were 
furnifhed with fome pieces of neachi+ 
nery, which were ufed wheh it was 
yequifite to exhibit the defeent. of 
fome god or faint; -but from-all the 
contemporary accounts,, T:am’ m- 
clined to believe, that the mecha+ 
nifm of our ancient ftage: feldom 
went beyond.a painted chair, ora 
trap-door, and that few,.. if ‘any.of 
them, had any moveable, foenes; 
When king Hsary VI}. ts"t0 be 
difcovered by the dukes of Suffolk 
and Nortolk, reading in his ftudy, 
the {cenjcal direction in the firft fo- 
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lio, 1623, (which was quant 
rently from play-houfe copies) ig, 
** The king draws the curtaine, fice 
draws it open) and fits readin pen 
fively ;”” for, betides the principal 
curtains that hung in: the front of 
the ftage, they ufed others as fubsti. 
tutes tor dcenes, If a bed-chainber 
is to be exhibited, no change of 
feene is mentioned; but ‘the pro- 
perty-ian is fimply ordered to thru 
forth a bed. When the fable re. 
quires the Roman capitol to be ex. 
hibited, we find two officers enter, 
** to lav cufhions, as it were in the 
capitol.’?. So, in King Richard II, 
act iv. fe. i, ‘ Bohngbroke,; &e, 
enter as to the parliament.” Agai 
in Sir John Oldcaftle, 1600. “ Ens 
ter Cambridge, Scroop, and Gray, 
as in a chamber.”” In Romeo and 
Juliet, T doubt much whether any 
exhibition of Juliet’s monument 
was given on the ftage. I imagine 
Romeo only opened with his mat. 
tock one of the ftage trap doors, 
(which’ might have reprefented 
tomb ftone) by which he defcended 
to a vault beneath the ftage, where 
‘Juliet was: depofited; and this idea 
4s countenanced by a paffage in the 
play, and by the poem on which 
the drama was founded. 

“ How little:the imaginations of 
the audience were aflifted by fcenir 
cal deception, and how much necef- 
fity our author had to gall on them 
to * piece out imperfections with 
their thoughts,’? may be alfo col- 
lected from Sir Philip Sidney, who, 
defcribing the ftate of the drama 
and the ftage, in’ his time,’ fays, 
* Now..you fhal} fee three ladies 
walk to gather flowers, and then we 
muft beliéve the ftage' to-be a garden, 
By arid by we heare news of a fhip- 


wracke in the-fame place; then we 
are to blame if we aécepr it not fot 
a rock. Upon the back of that, 
comes out a hidcous montter wn 














fre ‘and finoke; then the miferable 
beholders are bound to take it fora 
cave; whilein the mean time two 
armies fly “in, reprefented with four 
fwords and bucklers, and then what 
hard heart will not receive it for a 
pitched field.” 

All thefe circumftances induce 
me to believe that our ancient 
theatres, in general, were only fur- 
pifhed with curtains, and a fingle 
feene compofed of tapeftry, which 
appears to have been fometimes or- 
namented with pictures; and. fome 

ages in our old dramas incline 
one to think, that when tragedies 
were performed, the ftage was hung 
with black, 

“In the early part, at leaft, of 
our author’s acquaintance with the 
theatre, the want of fcenery feems 
to have been fupplied by the fimple 
expedient of writing the names of 
the different places where the fcene 
was laid inthe progrefs of the play, 
which were.difpofed in fuch a man- 
ner as to be vifible to the audience. 

* Though the apparatus for the- 
atrick exhibitions was thus feanty, 
and the machinery of the fimplett 
kind, the invention of trap-doors 
appears not to be modern; for in an 
old morality, entitled, All for Mo- 
ney, we iind a marginal direction, 
which implies that they were very 
early in ufe. 

“It appears from Heywood’s 
Apology for Actors, that the covers 
ing, or internal roof of the ttage, 
was anciently termed the heavens. 
It was probably painted of a tky- 
blue colour; or perhaps pieces of 
dranery tinged with.blue were fuf- 
ere acrois the ftage to reprefent 

he heavens. 

“ From a plate prefixed to Kirk- 
man’s Drolls, printed in 1672, in 
which there is a view of a theatrical 
booth, it fhould feem that the ftage 
was formerly lighted by two. large 
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branches, of a form fimilar to thofe _ 


now hung in churches. Thev being, 
I fuppofe, found incommodious, as 
they obftructed the fight of the 
fpeétators, gave place in a fubfe- 
vent period to {mall circular wooden 
es, furnifhed with candies, eight 
of which were hung on the ftage, 
four at either fide: and thefe with- 
in a few years were wholly removed 
by Mr. Garrick, who, on his retura 
from France, firft introduced the 
prefent commodious methdd of illus 
minating the ftage by lights not vi- 
lible to the audience. , 

* If all the players - whofe 
names are enumerated in the 
firft folio edition of our author’s 
works, belonged to the fame the- 
atre, they compofed a numerous com- 
pany; but it is doubtful whether 
they all performed at the fame pe» 
riod, or in the fame houfe. Man 
of the companies, certainly were 
thin, that one perfon played two or 
three parts; and a battle on which 
the fate of an empire was {uppofed 
to depend, was decided by half a 
dozen combatants. It appears to 
have been a common practice in 
their mock engagements, to dif. 
charge fmall pieces of ordnance on 
the tlage 

“* Before the exhibition began, 
three flourifhes or pieces of mutfick 
were played, or, in the anciene 
language there were three found. 
ings. Mufick was likewife played 
berween the acts. The infruments 
chiefly ufed were trumpets, corneta, 
and hautboys. The band, which 
did not contift of more than five of 
fix performers, fat (as I have been 
told by avery ancient ftage veterany 
who had his information from Bowe 
man, the contemporary of Betterton) 
in an upper baicony, over what is 
now called the ftage box, , 

“* The perfon who fpoke the pro- 


logue, was ufhered in by ete 
an 
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and ufually wore a long black velvet 
cloak, which I —— was con- 
tidered as beft fuited to a fupplica- 
tory addrefs. Of this cuftom, what- 
ever might have been its origin, 
fome traces remained till very lately ; 
a black coat having been, if 1 miftake 
not, within thefe tew years, the can- 
ftant ftage-habiliment of our modern 
prologue-fpeakers. The drefs of 
the ancient prologue-fpeaker is ftill 
retained in the play that is exhibited 
in Hamlet, before the king and court 
of Denmark. 

“ An epilogue does not appear to 
have been a regular appendage toa 
play in Shakfpeare’s time: for many 
of his dramas had none; at leatt, 
they have not: been preferved. In 
‘All’s Well that Ends Well, the Mid- 
fummer’s Night’s Dream, As you 
like It, Troilus and Creffida, and 
The Tempeft, the epilogue is fpoken 

one of the pérfons of the drama, 
and adapted to the character of the 
fpeaker; a circumftance that I have 
hot obferved in the epilogues of any 
other author of that age. The 
epilogue was not always fpoken by 
one of the performers in the piece ; 
for that fabjoined to The Second 
Part of King Henry IV. appears to 
have been delivered by a dancer. 

“The performers of male cha- 
raéters generally wore periwigs, 
which in the age of Shakfpcare 
were notin common ufe. It appears 
from a paflage in Puttenham’s Art, 
of Englith Poefy, 1589, that vizards 
were on fome occafions ufed by the 
actors of thofe days; and it may be 
inferred from a fcene in one of our 
author’s comedies, that they were 
fometimes worn in his time, by thofe 
who performed female characters. 
But this I imagine was very rare. 
Some of the female part of the au- 
dience likewife appeared in matks. 

- “ The ftage-drefles, it is reafon- 
able to fuppofe,,were much more 
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coftly at fome theatres 
others. Yet the wardrobe 


than at 


' f 
the “y. *sfervants at the Globe wt 


Black-friars, was, we find, by 

tily furnifhed; and on pee 4 
dramas derived very little aid from 
wag ww ed of exhibition. 

tas well known, that j 
time of Shakefpeare, and ioe a 
years afterwards, female charaters 
were a by boys or young 
men. Sir William D’Avenant, in 
imitation of the foreign theatres, 
firft introduced females in the {cene 
and Mrs. Betterton is {aid to have 
been the firft woman that appeared 
on the Englith ftage. Andrew Pen- 
nycuicke played the part of Matil- 
da, inatragedy of Davenport’s, in 
1655; and Mr. Kynafton acted fe. 
veral female parts after the Reftora- 
tion. Downes, a contemporary of 
his, affures us, ‘* that being then 
very young, he made a complete 
ftage beauty, pertorming his part 
fo well, particularly Arthiope and 
Aglaura) that it has fince been dif- 
putable among the judicious, whe- 
ther any woman that fucceeded him, 
touched the audience fo fenfibly as 
he.’ 

** Both the prompter, or book- 
holder, as he was fometimes called, 
and the property-man, appear to 
have been regular appendages of 
our ancient theatres. 

“ No writer that I have met 
with, intimates that, in the time of 
Shakfpeare, it was cuftomary to ex- 
hibit more than a fingle dramatic 
piece on one day. 

“ The Yorkfhire Tragedy, or 
All’s One, indeed appears to have 
been one of four pieces that were 
reprefented on the fame day; and 
Fletcher has alfo a piece called Four 
Plays in One; but — thele 
were either exhibited on fome par- 
ticular occafion, or were ineffectual 


efforts.to: introduce a new fpecies of 
amufe- 
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amufement; for we do not find 


any other inftances of the fame kind. 
Had any fhorter pieces been exhi- 
bited after the principal perform- 
ance, fome of them probably would 
have been printed: but there are 
none extant of an earlier date than 
the time of the Reftoration. The 

étice therefore of exhibiting two 
dramas fucceffively in the fame even- 
ing, we may be affured, was not 
eftablithed before that period. But 
though the audiences in the time of 
our author were not gratified by 
the reprefentation of more than one 
drama in the fame day, the enter- 
tainment was diverfified, and the 

pulace diverted, by vaulting, 
tumbling, flight of hand, and mor- 
ris-dancing: a mixture not much 
more heterogeneous than that with 
which we are daily prefented, a tra- 
gedy and a farce. 

* The amufements of our ancef- 
tors, before the commencement of 
the play, were of various kinds. 
While tome part of the audience 
entertained themfelves with reading, 
or playing at cards, others were em- 
pyes in lefs refined occupations ; 
in drinking ale, or fmoaking tobac- 
co: with thefe they were turnifhed 
by male attendants, of whofe cla- 
mour, a fatirical writer of the time 
of James I. loudly complains. 

** It was a common practice to 
carry table-books to the theatre, 
and either from curiofity, or enmi- 
ty to the author, or fome other 
motive, to write down paflages of 
the play that was reprefented: and 
there is reafon to believe that the 
imperfect and mutilated copies of 
fome of Shakfpeare’s dramas, which 
are yet extant, were taken down in 
fhort-hand during the exhibition. 
_“ At the end of the piece, the 
actors, in noblemen’s houfes and in 
taverns, where plays were frequentl 


performed, prayed for the healt 
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and profperity of their patrons 
and in the piablic theatres, for the 
king and queen. pha my 


fome- 
times part of ¢ i 
Hence, probably, as Mr. — 


has obferved, the addition of Vivant 
= et regina, to the modern play- 
$. 

** Plays, in the time of our au- 
thor, began at one o'clock in the 
afternoon; and the exhibition was 
ufually finifhed in two hours. Evea 
in 1667, they commenced at three 
o’clock. 

‘“* When Goffon wrote his School 
of Abufe in 1579, it feems the dra- 
matick entertainments were ufuall 
exhibited on Sundays. Afterw 
they were performed on that and 
other days indiicriminately. From 
the filence of Prynne on this fub- 
jet, it has been fuppofed that the 

ractice of exhibiting plays on the 
rd’s day was difcontinued when 
he publifhed his Hiftriomaftix, in 
1633: but I doubt whether this 
conjecture be well founded; for it 
appears from a contemporary wri- 
ter, that it had not been abolifhed 
in the third year of king Charles I. 

“ It has been a queition whether 
it was formerly a common prattice 
to ride on horfeback to the play- 
houfe; a circumftance that wou 
fcarcely deferve confideration, if it 
were not in fome fort connected 
with our author’s hiftory ; a plaufi- 
ble ftory having been built on this 
foundation, relative to his firft ine 
troduction to the ttage. 

‘‘ The modes of conveyance to 
the theatre, anciently, as at pre- 
fent, feem to have been various; 
fome going in coaches, others om 
horfeback, and many by water. To 
the Globe play-houfe the company 
probably were conveyed by waters 
to that in Black-friars, the gentry 
went either in coaches, or on horfe- 


back; and the common poopie cm 
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foots In -an'epigram: to Sir John 
Davis, the practice of riding to the 
theatre is ridiculed as a piece of af- 
fectation or :vanity ; and therefore 
we may prefume .was not very ge- 
neral, Pe 

“ Though ftom the want of 
news-papers and other periodical 































































ipeedily circulated in former times 
as at prefent, our ancicne theatres 
do not appear to have laboured un- 
: ‘der arty difadvantage in this. refpect ; 
for the players printed and expofed 
accounts of the preces that they in- 
tended to exhibit; which, however, 
did not contain a complete lift of the 
characters, or the names of the ac- 
tors by whom they were reprefent- 
ed. 

“ [he long and whimfical titles 
that are pretixed to the quarto co- 
‘pies of our author’s plays, I fup- 
, "pofe to have been tranicribed from 
the play-bills of the te. They 
were equally calculated to attract 
‘the notice of the idle gazer im the 
walks at St. Paul’s, or to draw a 
crowd about fome vociterous Auto- 
lycus, who perhaps was hired by 
the players thus to raife *the ex- 
peftations of the multitude. It is 
indeed highly improbable that the 
modett Shakfpeare, who has more 
than once apologized for his untu- 
tored lines, fhould in his manu- 
fcripts have entitled any of his dra- 
mas moft excellent and pleafant per- 
formances. A contemporary writer 
has preferved fomething like a play- 
‘mlt of thofe days, which feems to 
‘corroborate this obfervacion; for if 
it were divetted of rhime, it would 
bear no very dittant refemblance to 
the ttle pages that ftand betore fome 

et our author’s dramas ; 
- Prithee, what's they play ? 
* (The firtt 1 vifited chis twelvemonth-day) 
-“ They tay——** A new invented play of 

Purle, 

“ That jeoparded his necke to fteal a girl 





© Againft all thofe in open malice hes 


publications; intelligence was not fo | 
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*¢ Of twelve; andlying fatt im ’ 
* Has hither fent his bearde ee e 
t, 


“ That rhe cy not freely to the theft con. 


“ Faines all to’s wi , 
** Goes out appla ee ete ee 
‘¢ — Now hang me if I did not look ann 
For fonie fuch Raff, by the fond peoote’ 
thraft.” tT ante 
“It is Uncertain at what time 
the ufage-of giving authors a heneft 
on the third day of the exhibition 
of their pieces commericed. My, 
Oldys, in one of his manufcripts 
intunates that dramatic poets ad 
anciently their benefit on the firt 
day that a new play was reprefents 
ed; a regulation which would have 
been very favourable to fome of the 
ephemeral productions of modern 
times. But for this there is not, I 
believe, any fufficient authority, 
From D’Avenant, indeed, we learn, 
that in the latter part of the reign 
ot queen Elizabeth, the poet had 
his benefit on the fecond day. As 
it was a general practice, in the 
time of Shakfpeare, to fell the cop¢ 
of the play to the theatre, I imi- 
gine, in-fuch cafes, an author de- 
rived no other advantage trom his 
piece, than what arofe from the fale 
of it. Sometimes, however, he 
found it more beneficial to retain 
the copy-right in his own hands; 
and when he did fo, I fuppofe he 
had a benefit. It is certain that 
the giving authors the profits of the 
third éxhibition of their play, which 
feems to have been the ufual mode 
during almoft the whole of the laf 
century, was an eftablifhed cuftom 
in the year 1612; for Decker, in 
the prologue to one of his comedies, 
printed/in that year, {peaks of the 
poet’s third day. The unfortunate 
Otway had no more than one bene- 
fit on the production of a new play; 
and this too, it feems, he was fome- 
timés forced to mortgage, befor 
the picce was acted. ' 
“ Southerne 





‘46 Southerne was the firft drama- 
fic weiter Who obtained: the, cmolu- 
ments arifing from two reprefenta- 
tions; and to Farquhar, in the year 
1700, the benefit of a third was 
granted. To the honour of Mr, 
Addifon, it fhould be remembered, 
that he firit difcontinued the anci- 
ent, but humiliating, practice of 
diftributing tickets, and foliciting 
company to attend at the theatre, 
en the poet’s nights. 

. * When an author fold his piece 
to the fharers or proprietors of a 
theatre, it remained for feveral years 
unpublifhed ; but when that was 
not the cafe, he printed it for fale, 
to which many feem to have been 
mduced, fvom an apprehention that 
an ‘imperfect copy might be tflued 
from the prefs without their con- 
fent. The cuftomary price of the 
copy of « play, in the time of Shak~ 
fpeare, appears to have been twenty 
nobler, or fix pounds thirteen: fhil- 
lings and four. pence. The play 
when printed was fold for fix pence ; 
and the ufual prefent from a patron, 
in return for a dedication, was forty: 
fhillings. tom 

“On the firft day of exhibiting 
a new play, the prices of admiflion 
appear to have been raifed; and this 
feems to have been oceafionally 
practiied on the benefit-nights of 
authors, to the end of ‘the laft cen- 
tury. 

** Dramatic poets in thofe times, 
as at prefent, were admitted.gratis 
into the theatre. 

“ The cuftom of paffing a final 
cenfure on plays at their firft exhi- 
bition, is as ancient as the time 
of our author; for no lefs than 
three plays of his rival, Ben Jon- 
fon, appear to have been damned; 
and Fletcher’s Faithful Shepherdefs, 
and The Knight of the Burning 
Peftle, written by him and Beau- 
mont, underwent the fame fate. 
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* It is not eafy to afcertain whas 
were the emoluments of a-fuccelse 
ful a¢torinithe time of Shak(peares 
They, had not then annual benefits) 
as at prefent. The performers at 
cach theatre feem to have thared the: 
profits arifing either from each day’s 
exhibition, or from the whole is 
fon, among them. I think it is not 
unlikely, that the clear emolumente- 
of the theatre, after deduétin 
whatever was appropriated to tho 
proprictors of the houfe, were .di- 
vided into one hundred parts, of 
which the actors had various fhares, 
aceoftling to their rank and merit. 
From Ben Jonfon’s Poetafter, we 
leary that one of either the per» 
formers of proprietors had’ feven 
fhares anda half; but of what. ine! 
tegral {um is not mentioned, , 

* From the prices -of admifion 
into our ancient theatres, which 
have been already mentioned, [I 
imagine, the utmoit thar the fharers 
of the Globe play-houle could have 
received on any one day, was about 
thirty-five pounds. So lately as the 
= 1685, Shadwell received, by 

is third day, on the reprefentation 
of the 'Squire of Alfatia, 130h 
which Downes the prompter fays 
was the gveatcft receipt that had 
been ever taken at Drury-lane 
play-houfe, at fingle prices. 

It appears from the Mf. of lord 


. Stanhope, treafurer of the chambers 


to king James 1, that the cultomary 
{um paid to John Heminge and his 
company, for the performance of a 
play at court, was twenty mobiles, 
or fix pounds thirteen thillings and 
four pence. And Edward Alleya 
wentions in his Diary, that be 
once had fo flender an audience in 
his theatre called The Fortune, that 
the whole receipts of the houfe 
amounted to po more than three 
pounds aiid fome odd fhillings. 

‘* Thus fcanty and meagre were 
4 the 
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the apparatus and ions of 
our ancient theatres, on which thofe 
dramas were firft exhibited, that have 
fince engaged the attention of fo 
many learned men, and delighted 
fo many thoufand fpectators. Yet 
even then, we are told by a. writer 
of that age, *‘ that dramatic poefy 
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was fo fively expreffed and repte. 
fented on the public ftages and 
pee yd this city, as Rome in the 
age er and gl 

faw it basses pecfotmed yee: Hy 
of the action and art, not of the 
coft and fumptuoufnefs,”” 





Obfervations on Dr. WARBURTON’ Account (in his Notes on Suax- 
sPEARe’s Love’s Larour Lost) of the Origin and Nature of Ro- 
mances of Chivalry. By Mr. Tyrawuirtt. 


{ From the fame. ] 


a R. Warburton’s pofitions, 

to the fupport of which his 
fubfequent facts and arguments might 
be expected to apply, are two; 1. 
That Romances of chivalry being 
of Spanifh original, the heroes and 
. the fcene were generally of that 
country; 2. That the fubject of 
thefe romances were the crufades of 
the European Chriftians againft the 
Saracens of Afia and Africa. The 
firft pofition, being complicated, 
fhould be divided into the two fol- 
lowing; 1. That romances of chi- 
valry were of Spanifh original; 2. 
That the heroes and the fcene of 
them were generally of that coun- 
try. 

z Here are therefore three pofi- 
tions, to which I fhall fay a few 
words in their order; but I think it 
proper to premife a fort of definition 
of a Romance of Chivalry. if Dr. 
W. had done the fame, he muft 
have feen the hazard of fyftematiz- 
ing ina fubje&t of fuch extent, upon 
acurfory perufal of a few modern 
books, which indeed ought not to 
have been quoted in the diicuifion 
of a queftion of antiquity. 

** A romance of chivalry there- 
fore, according to my notion, is 
any fabulous narration, in verfe or 
5 


profe, in which the principal cha- 
racters are knights, conduéting 
themfelves, in their feveral fitua- 
tions and adventures, agreeably to 
the inftitutions and cuftoms of chi- 
valry. Whatever names the cha- 
racters may bear, whether hiftorical 
or fictitious ; and in whatever coun- 
try, or age, the fcene of the action 
may be laid, if the actors are repre- 
fented as knights, I flhould call fuch 

a fable a Romance of Chivalry. 
“Tam not aware that this defi- 
nition is more comprehenfive than 
it ought to be: but, let it be nar- 
rowed ever fo much ; let any other 
be fubftituted in its room; Dr. 
Warburton’s firft pofition, that ro- 
mances of chivalry were of Spanith 
original, cannot be maintained. Mon- 
fieur Huet would have taught him 
better. He fays very truly, that 
“* les plus vieux,” of the — 
romances, ‘* font pofterieurs 1 nos 
Triftans et A nos Lancelots de quel- 
ues centains d’années.”” Indeed 
> fact is indifputable. Cervantes, 
in a paflage quoted by Dr. W. 
{peaks of Amadis de Gaula (the 
fet four books) asthe firit book of 
chivalry printed in Spain. Though 
he fays only printed, it is plain that 
he means written. And indeed there 
is 
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is no good reafon to believe that 
Amailis was written long before it 
was printed. It is unneceffary to 
enlarge upon a fyftem, which places 
the original of romances of chivalry 
in a nation, which has none to pro- 
duce older than the art of printing. 

* Dr. Warburton’s fecond poii- 
tion, that the heroes and the fcene 
of thefe romances were venerally of 
the country of Spain, is as unfortue 
nate as the former. Whoever-will 
take the fecond volume of Du = Fref- 
noy’s Bibliotheque des Romans, and 
jook over his lifts of Romans de 
Chevalerie, will fee that not one of 
the celebrated heroes of the old ro- 
mances was a Spaniard. With re- 
fpect.to the general fcene of fuch 
irregular and capricious fictions, the 
writers of which were ufed, literally, 
to “give to airy nothing a local 
habitation and a name,” 1 am {fen- 
fible of the impropricty of afferting 
any thing pofitively, without an ac- 
curate examination of many more 
of them than have fallen inmy way. 
I think, however, I might venture 
to affert, in direct contradiction to 
Dr. Warburton, that the fcene of 
them was not generally in Spain. 
My own notion is, that it was very 
rarely there; except in thofe few 
romances which treat exprefily of 
the affair at Roncefvalles. 

“ His laft pofition, that the fub- 
yet of thefe romances were the cru- 
fades ot the European Chriftians, 
againft the Saracens of Afia and Af- 
rica, might be admitted with a {mall 
amendment. If it ftood thus; the 
fubje&t of fome, or a few, of thefe 
romances were the crufades, &c. the 
pofition would have been incontro- 
vertible; but then it would not have 
been cither new, or fit to fupport a 
fy ftem. 

“ After this ftate of Dr. Warbur- 
ton’s hypothetis, one muft be curi- 
ous toiee what he himfelf has of- 
fexed m proot ot it. Upon the two 





[127] 


firft pofitions he fays not one : 
I — he intended fe 
fhould be received as axioms, He 
begins his illuftration of. his. third 
olition, by repeating it (with a 
ttle change of terms, for a reafon 
which will appear) “ Indeed the 
wars of the Chriftians again the 
Pagans were the general fubject of 
the romances of chivalry. They 
all feem to have had their saan 
work in:two tabulous monkith hif 
torians, the one, who, under the 
name of Turpin archbifhop of 
Rheimes, wrote the hiftory and at- 
chievements of Charlemagne and 
twelve Peers :—the other, our Geof- 
try of Monmouth,” Here we fee 
the reafon for changing the terms 
of crufades and Saracens into wars 
and Pagans; for, though the expe- 
dition of Charles into Spain, as re- 
lated by the Pieudo-Turpin, might 
be called a crufade againit the Sara- 
cens, yet, unluckily, our Geoffry 
has nothing like a crufade, nor 2 
fingl¢ Saracen in his whole hiftory ; 
which indeed ends before Mahomet 
es pele I ~ 5 pga ary that 

the {peaking of Turpin’s hi 
ae by tigle of “ ie Hitery of 
Atchicvements of Charlemagne and 
his twelve Peers,”’ is inaccurate and 
unfcholarlike, as the fiction of a 
limited number of twelve peers is of 
a much later date than that hiftory. 
“* However, the ground-work of 
the romances of chivalry being thus 
marked out and a one 
might naturally expect fome account 
of the firft builders and their edi- 
fices ; but inftead of that we have 2 
digreffion upon Oliver and Roland, 
in which an attempt is made to fay 
fomething of thofe two famous cha- 
racters, not from the old romances, 
but from Shakfpeare, and Don 
Quixote, and fome modern Spanith 
romances. My learned friend, the 
dean ot Carlitle, has taken notice 
of the ftrange miftake of Dr. War- 
burtoa 
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Burton in fuppofing that the feats 
of Oliver were recorded under the 
name of Palmerine de Oliva; a mif- 
take, into which no one could have 
fallen, who had read the firft page 
of the book. And I very much 
fufpect that there ie a mittake, 
though of lefs magnitude, in the af- 
fertion, that, “ in the Spanifh ro- 
mance of Bernado del Carpio; and 
in that of Roncefvalles, the feats of 
Roland are recorded under the name 
of Roldan el Encantader.”? Dr. 
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Warburton’s authority for this af- p 


fertion was, I apprehend, the fol- 
lowing paffage of Cervantes, in the 
firft chapter of Don Quixote. 
“ Mejor eftava con Bernardo del 
Carpio porque en Roncefvalles avia 
muerto & Roldan el Encantado, va- 
liendofe de la induftra de Hercules, 
quando ahogd-a Anteon el hijo de 
ja Tierra entre los bragos."” Where 
it is obfervable, that Cervantes does 
not appear to {peak of more than 
one romance; he calls Roldan ¢/ en- 
vantady, and not el excantador; and 
moreover the word encantade is not 
to be underftood as an addition to 
Roldan’s name, but merely. as a 
participle, exprefling that he was 
enchanted, or made invulnerable by 
enchantment.’ ~ ag 

“ But this {is a fmall matter. 
And perhaps encantador may be no 
error of the prefs for encantado 
From this digreffion Dr. Warburton 
returns to the fubject of the old ro- 
mances in the following manner. 
“ This driving the Saracens out. of 
France and Spain, was, as. we fay, 
the fubjeét of the elder romances. 
And the firft that was printed in 
Spain was the famous Amadis de 
~Gaula.” According to all common 
rules of conitruction, I think the 
latter fentence muft be underftood to 
imply, that Amadis de Gaula was 
one of the elder romancers, and that 
the fubje€t of it was the driving of 
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the Saracens out of Fran 

Spain; whereas, for the tr 
ready given, Amadis, in compar} 
fon with many other romances, aa 
be confidered as a very modern one 
and the fubject of it has not the 
leaft connexion with any driving of 
the Saracens whatfoever.—But what 
tollows is fill more extraordinary 
“When this fubjeét was well ex. 
haufted, the affairs of Europe afs 
forded them another of the fame 
nature. . For after that the weftern 
arts. had. pretty well cleared them. 
felves of thefe inhofpitable guefts ; 
by the excitements of the popes 
they carried their arms againft, them 
into Greece.and Afia, to tupport 
the Byzantine empire, and recover 
the holy fepulchres This gave 
birth to a new tribe of _ romances, 
which we may call of -the fecond 
race or clafs, And as Amadis de 
Gaula. was at the head of the firft, 
fo, correfpondently to the fubject, 
Amadis de Grecia was at the head 
of the latter.’’——It is impoilible, I 
apprehend, to refer this. fibject to 
any antecedent but that in the pa- 
ragraph laft quoted, viz, the drivs 
ing of the Saracens out of France 
and Spain. So that, aceording to 
one part of the hypothefis here laid 
down, the fubject of the driving of 
the Saracens out of France and 
Spain, was well exhaufted by the 
old romances (with Amadis de Gaula 
at the head of them) before the 
Crufades; the firftot which is ge- 
nerally placed in the year 1095 
and according to the latter part, 
the Crufades happened in the inter- 
val between Amadis de Gaula, and 
Amadis de Grecia; a {pace of twen- 
ty, thirty, or at moft fifty years, 
to be reekoned backwards from the 
year 1532, in which year an edition 
of Amadis de Gracia is mentioned 
by Du Frefnoy. What induced 


Dr. Warburton to place Amadis de 
Graca 
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Grecia and at the head of his fecond 
race of other romances, I cannot 

efs. The fact is, that Amadis de 
FRercie is no more concerned in fup- 

rting the Byzantine empire, and 
recovering the holy fepulchre, than 
Amadis de Gaula in driving the Sa- 
racens out of France and Spain. 
And a ftill more pleafant circum- 
ftance «is, that Amadis de Grecia, 
through more than nine tenths of 
his hiftory, is himfelf a declared 
Pagan. . 

“ And here ends Dr. Warbur- 
ton’s account of the old romances of 
chivalry, which he fuppofes to have 
had their ground-work in Turpin’s 
hiftory. Before he proceeds to the 
others, which had their ground- 
work in our Geoffry, he interpofes 
a curious folution of a puzzling 
queftion concerning the origin of 
lying in romances.—‘* Nor were 
4 monftrous embellifhments of en- 
chantments, &c. the invention of 
the romances, but formed upon 
eaftern tales, brought thence by 
travellers from their crufades and 
pilgrimages; which indeed have a 
caft peculiar to the wild imaginations 
of the eaftern people. We have a 
proof of this inthe Travels of Sir J. 
Maundevile.”—-He then gives us 
a ftory of an enchanted dragon in 
the ifle of Cos, from Sir J. Maun- 
devile, who wrote his travels in 
1356; by way of proof, that the 
tales of enchantments, &c. which 
had been current here in romances 
of chivalry for above two hundred 
years before, were brought by tra- 
vellers from the Eaft! The.proof 
is certainly not conclufive. On the 
other hand, I believe it would be 
eafy to fhew, that, at the time when 
romances of chivalry began, our 
Europe had a very fufficient ftock of 
lies of her own growth, to furnifh 
materials for every variety of mon- 
we embellifliment. At mo times, 
3780, 
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I conceive, and in moft countries, 
imported lies are rather for luxury. 
than neceffity. 

“* Dr. Warburton comes now to 
that other ground-work of the old 
romances, our Geoffry of Mon- 
mouth, And him he difpatches very 
fhortly; becaufe, as has been ob- 
ferved before, it is impoffible to 
find any thing in him to the purpofe 
of crufades or Saracens. fodeed, 
in treating of Spanith romances, ic 
muft be quite unneceflary to fay 
much of Geoffry, as, whatever they 
have of “ the Britith Arthur and 
his conjuror Merlin,” is of fo late 
a fabrick, that, in all probability, 
they took it from the more modern 
Italian romances, and not from 
Geoffry’s own book. As to the 
doubt, “ whether it was by blunder 
or defign that they changed .the 
Saxons into Saracens,”’ I fhould with 
to poftpone the confideration -of it, 
till we have fome Spanifh romance 
before us, in which king Arthur is 
introduced carrying on a war againft 
Saracens. 

“ And thus, I think, I have 
gone through the feveral facts and 
arguments, which Dr. Warburton 
has advanced in fupport of his third 
pofition. In fupport of his two firft 
pofitions, as I have obferved already, 
he has faid nothing; and indeed 
nothing can be faid. The remain- 
der of his note contains another hy- 
pothefis concerning the flrange jum- 
ble of nonfenfe and religion in the 
old romances, which I {hall not 
examine. The reader, I prefume, 
by this time is well afvare, that Dr. 
Warburton’s information upon this 
fubject is to be rectived with cau- 
tion. I fhall only take a little no- 
tice of one or two facts, with which 
he fets out.—“ In thefe old ro- 
mances there was much religious 
fuperttition mixed with their other 
extravagancies; a8 appears even 

from 
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from their very names and titles. 
‘The firft romance of Lancelot of 
the Lake and King Arthur and his 
Knights, is called the Hittory of 
Saint Graal.—So another is called 
Kyrie eleifon of Montauban. For 
in thefe days Deuteronomy and 
Paralipomenon were fuppofed to be 
the names of holy men.’ —I believe 
no one, who has ever looked even 
into the common romance of king 
Arthur, will be of opinion, that the 
part relating to the Saint Graal was 
the firft romance of Lancelot of the 
Lake and King Arthur and his 
Knights. And as to the other fup- 

fed to be called Kyrie eleifon of 
citar nl there is no reafon ‘to 
believe that any romance with that 
title ever exifted. ‘This is the mif- 
take, which, as was hinted above, 
Dr. Warburton appears to have bor- 
rowed from Huet. The reader will 
judge. Huet is giving an account 
of the romances in Don Quixote’s 
library, which the curate and barber 
faved from the flames.“ Ceux qu’ 
ils jugent dignes d’étre gardéz font 
les quatre livres d’Amadis de Gaule, 
—Palmerin d’ Angleterre, — Don 
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Belianis ; le miroir d 
Tirante le Blanc, et Kyrie éleifon 
de Montauban (car au bon vieux 
temps on croyoit qu ‘rie élej 
et Patelipcmentt enscce note 
de quelques faints od les fubtilites 
i itez 
de la Demoifelle Plaifir-de- 
et les tromperies de la Veuve repos 
tee, font tort louées.’’—]r js plain 
° ? 
I think, that Dr, Warburton copied 
what he fays- of Kyrie cleifon of 
Montauban, as well as the wit 
cifm in his laft fentence, from this 
paffage of Huet, though he has im- 
proved upon his original by intro. 
ducing a faint Deuteronomy, upon 
what authority I know not. It js 
ftill more evident that Huet was 
miftaken in fuppofing Kyrie éleifon 
de Montauban to be the name of a 
feparate romance. He might as 
well have made La Demoifelle Plaj. 
fir-de-maevie and La Veuve repofée 
the names of feparate romances. 
All. three are merely characters in 
the romance of Tirante le Blanc.— 
And fo much tor Dr. Warburton’s 
account of the origin and nature of 
romances of chivalry.” 


€ chevalerie - 


ma-Vvie, 





ACCOUNT of the Esrasricument of the DRUIDS, and of their 
different Orpers. 


[From the Hiftory of the Druids, in Mr. Smitu’s Garic ANTIQUITIES.) _ 


- HE order of the Druids is 

now too long extinct tofpeak 
of it with all the certainty and pre- 
cifion that might be wifhed for. 
The hiftorians of thofe countries in 
which it prevailed, did not rife early 
enough to mark down any fketches 
of this phenomenon, before it dif- 
appeared; and thofe of other coun- 
tries faw it at too great a diftance 
to make any accurate obfervations 


upon it. All that they have done 





ferves only to excite our curiofity 
without fatisfying it, and to make us 
regret the want of a hiftory which 
feems to have been replete with in- 
ftruétion and entertainment. _ 

“ Notwithftanding thefe misfor- 
tunes, we have ftill accefs to another 
fource, from which we may derive, 
on this head, no inconfiderable de- 
gree of information. As the pecu- 
liar fituation of the highlands of 
Scotland prefe-ved them trom being 

I exer 
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ever fubjugated to any foreign pow- 
er, they retained their ancient reli- 

ion in a pure and unadulterated 
fate, longer than vy other country 
around them. The Romans carried 
their gods as far as they did their 
eagle ; but were not able to extend 
the one or the other over the moun- 
tains of Caledonia. Even till the 
jntroduction of Chrittianity, thefe 
retained their religious eftablifh- 
ment in its primitive fimplicity. 
Thev were ftrangers to thofe legions 


of idols which every where elfe had 


been mixed with it. Here were 
raifed tothem no altars; here were 
offerec to them no facrifices. From 
thefe circumitances, and from the 
language which the Druids {poke be- 
ing {till ufed in this country, we may 
expect to find in its expreflions and 
idioms, as well as in the cuftoms of 
the people, furer traces to guide us 
toa right notion of the Druidical re- 
ligion than can be found in the 
writers of Greece and Rome, who 
wrote often from prejudice, or from 
hearfay, and who, at the beft, could 
know but very little of & religion of 
which the firft maxim was to conceal 
its tenets from itrangers. Of thofe 
fketches or outlines, however, which 
ancient authors have drawn of Druid- 
iim, though with a light and carelefs 
pencil, we fhall retain as many as 
poflible, and fearch the language and 
cuftoms of the country for fome ma- 
terials which may help to give the 
piece a more diftiné& colouring. 

** The religion of the Druids ts 
allowed to have been of the fame 
antiquity with that of the Magi of 
Perfia, Brachmans of India, and 
Chaldees of Babylon and Affyria. 
Between the tenets of all thefe fects, 
in their earlieft and moft genuine 
ftate, there feems to have been fuch 


a contormity as plainly evinces that J 


they all iprang from the fame com- 
mon root, the religion of Noah and 
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of the Antediluvians. “ Wherever 
the Celtic tribes, or pofterity of Ja« 
phet, migrated, they carried their 
religion along with them; fo that it 
was of the fame extent with their 
dominions. According to the loweft 
calculations, thefe reached from the 
Danube to the Atlantic, and from 
the Mediterranean to the Baltic fea. 
A more minute difquifition into the 
antiquity and extent of the Druidi- 
cal religion might lead us too far 
out of our way, without giving us 
any profpect of having thefe points 
preciicly afcertained. We ~ fhall 
therefore proceed to make fome ob- 
fervations upon that order of men 
who prefided over this religion, 
and whofe hiftory may give us the 
cleareft infight into that religion 
which they did profefs. 

* The Druids, who were the 
priefts and philofophers of the Celts, 
had their name from the word 
druidh, which in their own language 
fignifies wife men; andis ftill the 
Galic term for natural philofophers, 
or magicians.. It feems to have the 
fame import, with the name of the 
eaftern Magi, who, like the Druids 
and many other religious fects, unit- 
ed the character of the philofopher 
and the divine, and made oor 
fciences one and the fame profeflion. 
The religious creed and worfhip of 
men were, in the firft ages, fo fim- 
ple, as to allow the priefts to turn 
their chief thoughts to the ftudy of 
natural philofophy, which they al- 
ways prefied into their fervice, 
either to promote their own ends, or 
thofe of religion. 

“ The feck of the Druids was ve- 
ry complex. With that clafs of men 
who were properly called Druids, it 
alfo comprehended the Bards, Senna- 
chai, anu Ubages, who were all fub- 
ject to. an Arch-druid, or fupreme 
Pontiff, Thefe different claties of 
the druidical priefthood fecm to 

[2 have 
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have been all fubordinate to each 
other, and, as it were, fo many gra- 
dations by which the Druids afcend- 
ed to their eminence df knowledge 
and authority. In this, as in every 
other religion, before they could be 
initiated mito the higher myfteries, 
it was neceflary to pafs through the 
other inferior orders, the education 
of the one ftill qualifying them for 
entering into the other. Of thefe 
ranks the Eubages, or Eubates, feem 
to have been the loweft. What this 
order were, it is difficult precifely to 
determine. In hiftory their charac- 
ter is not diftinétly marked, and in 
tradition it is lett cqually vague. 
Some have fuppofed them to be the 
fame with the Vates and Ouates ; 
which are manifefily no more than 
corruptions of the Celtic Faidh, or 

rophet. But this opinion we have 
ome reafon to doubt. ‘The Greck 
and Latin writers were too well ac- 
quainted with the name and charac- 
ter of a prophet to miftake it fo far, 
af it had been what they meant to 
exprefs by Eubages. And the 
Druids, efpecially, were by much 
too jealous to devolve a privilege fo 
very honourable, as the prefcience 
of future events, upon an inferior 
clafs of men, as thefe undoubtedly 
were. Nay, they feem not only to 
have been inferior to the Druids, but 
alfo to the Bards. Marcellinus, 
indeed, fays, that “ they fearched 
into the fublimeft propertics of na- 
ture.” But ue kre this might be 
with a View to open and enlarge their 
minds, before they were admitted to 
oflices of fuch importance to the 
public, as thofe of cither the Bards 
or Druids. If to this we add, 
what feems to be the moft obvious 
etymology of the name, we may 
perhaps have the truce notion of the 
hKubages, though we dare not offer 
it as decifive. Dea or deu’phaife, 
whieh in the oblique cafe founds 


"euewaifie, would readily be pros 
nounced by a ftranger eubage, or, with 
a proper termination, exbages, Now 
this word in the Celtic fignifies 
—— promifing youths; fuch as the 
ruids who had the whole manage- 
ment and education of the young, 
would naturally direct to the mot 
important offices, which without 
any refpeéct to family or tribe, were 
always given to the moft worthy, 
** Nor was merit lefs neceflary to 
the advancement, than to the firft 
admiflion of every probationer for 
thefe facred orders. On the appli- 
cation which they gave to ftudy, 
and the proficiency which they made 
in fcience, it entirely depended, 
when, or whether they fhould be 


raifed to the ftation of Sennachai. 


Thefe, according to tradition, and 
the etymology of the word, were the 
chronologers, genealogifts, and hif- 
torians of the Ecitic nation. When 
the mind was thus expanded by an 
acquaintance with hiitory, and the 
memory ftored with an ample fund of 
ufeful knowledge, the probationers 
would be advanced to the degree or 
clafs of Bards, if they were found to 
have a genius for poetry, and to be 
irreproachable in their moral cha- 
racter. 

The province of the bards was to 
celebrate the praifes of heroes, and 
to immortalize their name in their 
fongs. By repeating thefe conftant- 
ly at their entertainments, and fetting 
them off with all the charms of vocal 
and inftrumental mufic, they excited 
in the minds of their hearers a love 
of virtue, a thirft of glory, and an 
enthufiafm for fame, which now we 
can fearcely have any conception of. 
They alfo accompanied the warriors 
to the field of battle, that they might 
animate them, during the action, 
with fuch fongs as were calculated 
to roufe their fpirits, and to in{pire 


them with intrepidity and contempt 
° 
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of death; and that they might be 
eye-witneffes of their behaviour, and 
know what degree of praife it merited 
inthe fong. So great was the vene- 
ration in which this clafs of men was 
held, and fuch was the refpec paid to 
the mufes by the Celtic tribes, that 
we are told the interpofition of a bard 
could ftop, at oncg, a whole army in 
the very ardour of fighting. It was 
not till after the Druids became ex- 
tinét, that the bards furviving every 
check under which they were held 


by that fuperior order, forfeited this 


high efteem, by conferring praife 
or cenfure where it was not due, as 
either intereft {wayed, or paffion in- 
fluenced them. hilft the Druids 
fubfitted, the character as well as ca- 
city of the bards muft have been 
well tried, and long approved, before 
they were permitted to enter upon 
an office of fuch importance to the 
ublic, as that which they filled. 
t likewife depended upon their ftill 
maintaining and improving that 
character, whethér they fhould ever 
be raifed to that coveted ftation 
above them, which had been the 
great object of their ambition during 
a courfe of perhaps twenty years pre- 
vious ftudy and probation. 

“As they were only the worthieft 
who would be allowed to reach this 
eminence, and as their life would be 
then far advanced, and their habits 
of virtue, by long praéttice, well 
confirmed, there was every reafon 
to expect from the Druids a conti- 
nuance of their good behaviour. 
Nothing but this could fecure to 
them either their office or refpect. 
But what would help moft to keep 
their attention to character always 
awake was, that the Arch-druid was 
chofen, by the majority of voices, 
from the worthiett of their number. 
The hope of attaining, one day, to 
this honour, would help to infpire 
them conftantly with a laudable am- 
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bition to excél, and to diftinguith 
themfelves by rhe practice of every 
noble and amiable virtué. To the 
Arch-druid, as to an infallible oracle, 
all doubtful and controverted cafes 

were referred. He had the cattin 

voice in all their affemblies, an 
there lay no appeal from his decifion, 
“The province of the Druids, 
properly fo called, was religion. Of 
this they were fo remarkably jealous, 
that no kind of worfhi re be per- 
formed, nor any facrifice public or 
rivate offered without their pre- 

ence and appointment. Nor wis 
this all: for they managed matters 
fo dexteroufly, that they engroffed alf 
wer, civil as well as religious ; 
infomuch, that no bufinefs whatever, 
of any moment, could be done with- 
out their concurrence. Under the 
charaéter of either priefts, magi- 
ftrates, philofophers, or phyficians, 
they took every thing under their 
cognizance. This vaft authority, 
with the other priviléges and im- 
munities destined to the office, ren- 
dered it an object of ambition to, 
many of the moft diftinguifhed fa- 
milies and moft rit abe | ge- 
niufes. What thefe privileges were 

we fhall briefly mention. 

“ The Druids and their difciples 
were exempted from a!l taxcs and 
tribute, and even from war if they 
chofe it. The magiftratés of every 
ity were annually chdéfen by them; 
the youth from their infancy were 
educated and formed by them; the 
kings themfelves were their mini- 
fters, and could not, without their 
confent, declare peace or war, nor 
fo much as call a council. The 
Druids in fact were the kings, and 
thofe who bore that name but the 
executioners of their fentence. The 
firft had all the power, the latter 
all the odium of fovereignty. They 
allowed him, we are told, a pre- 
cedence in matters of no real im- 
13 portance 
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portance; fuch as the privilege of 
wearing feven colours in his breacan 
or fagum, while they themfelves 
were fatisfied with fix. But prope 
feldom grudge to bow the knee 
fore idols of their own erecting, 
And even in thefe matters, of no 
more than imaginary Sanfequence, 
the Druids were not fo far fhort of 
the king, as they were beyond all 
others, Perfons of the greateft qua- 
lity were allowed but four colours in 
their robe; and others, in’ pro- 
ortion to their rank, {till fewer. 
fn the reft of their drefs, as well 
as in this, the Druids aflumed fome 
diftinguifhing peculiarity. They 
wore long habits which reached to 
the heel, whilft that of others came 
only tothe knee. They wore their 
hair fhort,, whilft that of others was 
long ; and their beard long, whilft 
that of others, except their upper- 
Nip, was generally fhort. he 
wore in their hand a white fe § 
called flatan drui’ eachd, or magic 
wand ; with an egg, or amulet of 
an oval fhape, incafed in gold, about 
their neck, and a white furplice over 
their fhoulders, efpecially when they 
officiated. Thus, no perfon could 
caft his eye upon a Druid without 
being ftruck with fome badge of his 
office, which put him in mind of 
his diftinétion, and challenged re- 
verence to it, ) 


** Confidering the power and pri- 
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vileges of the Druids, we may well 
fuppofe their revenue was conf. 
derable, though we cannot afcertain 
it. Their number and rank would 


‘ require it to be large, and their ay. 


thority would enable them to make 
it fo. Indeed, ftrictly {peaking, 
every thing was in their own power; 
and the people may be faid to have 
received their allowance from their 
hand, rather than they from the hand 
of the people. Of the moderation 
of the Bruns, however, and of the 
mildnefs. with which they exercifed 
their {way, we need no other evi- 
dence than the length of time 
which they fubfifted. Had they been 
either cruel or oppreflive, a rough, 
warlike, and unpolifhed race of men 
would not, for above two thoufand 
years, have borne with them. 

** This moderation will appear 
the more remarkable, if we confider, 
that, as the Druids did not always 
live a fingle life, the defire of ag- 
grandizing their own families might 
be a {trong temptation to exceed the 
bounds of it. Some ancient authors 
indeed have made celibacy effential to 
this order ; probably becaule a great 
many, from their love to abftraéted 
ftudy and contemplation preferred it, 
But in this country at leaft, and in 
Ireland, if we can give any faith 
to our traditions and poems, they 
thought the conjugal itate neither 
unlawful nor uncreditable,”’ 
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General Charaéter of HOGARTH asa Parnrer. 


[From the fourth Volume of Mr. Watrorr’s Anecdotes of Parnt-, 
s InG, &c. in ENGLAND. ) 


“ AVING difpatched the 

herd of our painters in oil, I 
referved to aclafs by himfelt that 
great and original genius, Hogarth; 
contidering him rather as a writer 
of comedy with a pencil, than as 
apainter. If catching the manners 
and follies of an age diving as they 
rife, ut general fatire'on vices and 
ridicules, familiarized by ftrokes of 
nature, and heightened by wit, and 
the whole animated by proper and 
juit expreffions of the patlions, be 
comedy, Hogarth compofed come- 
dies as much as Mohiere: in his 
Marriage Alamode there is even an 
intrigue carried on throughout the 
pieces He is more true to charac- 
ter than Congreve: cach perfonage 
is diftinét from the reft, acts in his 
fphere, and cannot be confounded 
with any other of the dramatis per- 
fone. The alderman’s footboy, in 
the laft print of the fet I have men- 
tioned, is an ignorant ruftic ; and if 
wit is itruck out from the characters 
in which it is not expected, it is 
from their acting conformably to 
their fituation, and from the mode 
of their paflions, not from their 
having the wit of fine gentlemen. 
Thus there is wit in the figure of 
the alderman, who when his daugh- 
ter is expiring in the agonies of poi- 
fon, wears a fate of folicitude, but 
it is to fave her gold ring, which he 
is drawing gently from her finger. 


The thought is parallel to Molicre’s, 





where the mifer puts out one of the 
candles as he is talking. Moliere, 
inimitable 2s he has proved, brought 
a rude theatre to perfection. Ho- 
garth had no model to follow and 
improve upon. He created his art; 
and ufed colours inftead of language. 
His place is between the Italians, 
whom we may confider as epic po» 
cts and tragedians, and the Flemith 
painters, who are as writers of farce, 
and editors of burlefque nature. 
They are the Tom Browns of the 
mob. Hogarth refembles Butler, 
but his fubjects are more univerfal, 
and amidft all his pleafanty, he ob- 
ferves the true oa of comedy, re- 
formation: there is always a moral 
to his pictures. Sometiines he rofe 
to tragedy, not in the cataftrophe of 
kings and heroes, but in raya, 
how vice conducts infenfibly an 
incidentally to mifery and fhame. 
He warns againft encouraging crue 
elry and idlenefs in young minds, 
and difcerns how the different vices 
ot the great and the vulgar lead 
by various paths to the fame un- 
happinets. The fine lady in Mar- 
riage Alamode, and Tom Nero in 
the Four Stages ot Cruelty, termi- 
nate their ftory in bluod+-fhe. occa- 
fions the murder ot :her chutband, 
he ufiaflinates his miftrefs.» How 
delicate and fuperior tod is his fa« 
tire, when he intimates, iu the Col- 
lege of Phyficians and. Surgeons that 
prefide at a difleétion, how the le- . 
14 gas 
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habitude of viewing fhockin 

es hardens the human mind, an 
renders it unfeeling. The prefi- 
dent maintains the dignity of infen- 
fibility over an.executed corpfe, and 
posers fe it but as the object of a 
leéture. In the print of the Sleeping 
Judges, this habitual indifference 
only excites our laughter. 

Ic is to Hogarth’s honour that 
in fo many fcenes of fatire or ridi- 
cule, it is obvious that ill-nature did 
not guide-his pencil. His end is 
always reformation, and his reproofs 
general. Except in the print of the 


‘Times, and the two portraits of Mr.. 


Wilkes and Mr. Churchill that fol- 
lowed, no man, amidft fuch a pro- 
fufion of charaéteriftic faces, ever 
pretended to difcover or charge him 
with the caricatura of a real perfon; 
except of fuch notorious characters 
as Chartres and mother Needham, 
and a very few more, who areactin 

officially and fuitably to their profef: 
fions, As he muft idee obferved fo 
carefully the operation of the paf- 
fions on the countenance, it is even 
wonderful that he never, though 
without intention, delivered the very 
features of any identical perion. It 
is at the fame time a proof of his in- 
timate intuition into nature; but had 
he been too fevere, the humanity of 
endeavouring to root out cruelty to 
animals would atone for many fa- 
tires. It is another proof that he 
drew all his ftores from nature and 
the force of his own genius, and was 
indebted neither to models nor books 
tor his ftyle, thoughts or hints, that 
he never fucceeded when he defigned 
for the works of other men. I do 
not fpeak of his early performances 
atthe time that he was engaged by 
beokfellcrs, -and-rofe not above thofe 
they generally employ; but in his 
mature age, when he had invented 
his art, and gave a few defigns for 
fome great authors, as Cervantes, 


Gulliver, and even Hudibras, his 
compofitions were tame, fpiritlef 
void of humour, and never reach the 
merits.of the books they were defign- 
ed to illuitrate. He could not bend 
his talents to think after any body 
elfe. He could think like a great 
genius rather than afterone. I have 
a fketch in oil that he gave me 
which he intended to engrave. It 
was done at the time that the houfe 
of commons appointed a committee 
to inquire into the cruelties exercifed 
on prifoners in the Fleet to extort mo- 
neyfromthem. The fceneisthe com. 
mittee; on the table are the inftru. 
ments of torture. A prifoner in rags 
half-ftarved appears before them; the 
rman has a good countenance 
that adds to the intereft. On the 
other hand is the inhuman gaoler, 
It is the very figure that Salvator 
Rofa would have drawn for Iago in 
the moment of detection. Villainy, 
fear, and confcience are mixed in 
yellow and livid on his countenance, 
his lips are contracted by tremor, his 
face advances as eager to lie, his legs 
ftep back as thinking to make his ef- 
cape; one hand is thruft precipitate- 
ly into his bofom, the fingers of the 
other are catching uncertainly at his 
button-holes. If this was a portrait, 
it is the moft fpeaking that ever was 
drawn ; if it was not, it is ftill finer. 
* It is feldom that his figures do 
not exprefs the character he intended 
to give them. When they wanted 
an tlluftration that colours could not 
beftow, collateral circumftances, full 
of wit, fupply notes. The noble- 
man in Marriage Alamode has a 
great air—the coronet on his crutch- 


es, and his pedigree iffluing out of 


the bowels of William the Conqueror, 
add to his character, In the break- 
faft the old fteward reflects for the 
fpeétator. Sometimes a fhort label 
is an epigram, and is never introduc- 
ed without improving the a TN 

ne 
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Unfortunately fome cireumftances, to pleafe his vulgar cuftomers, he 


t were temporary, will be loft to 
oferty, tee fate of all comic au- 
thors; and if ever an author wanted 
a commentary that none of his 
beauties might be loft, it is H 
=not from being obfcure, [for he 
never was thac but in two or three of 


his firft prints, wheretranfientnational | 


follies, as lotteries, free mafonry, and 


the fouth fea were his topics] but 


for the ufe of foreigners, and from 
a multiplicity of little incidents, 
not effential to, but always height- 
ening the principal action. Such is 
the fpider’s web, extended over the 
r’s box in a parifh-church; the 
siete in architecture in the no- 
bleman’s feat feen through the win- 
dow, in the firft print of Marriage 
Alamode; and a thoufand in the 
Strollers dreffing in a Barn, which 
for wit and imagination, without an 
other end, I think the beft of all his 
works: as for ufeful and deep fa- 
tire, that on the methodifts is mofk 
fublime. The fcenes of Bedlam and 
the gaming-houfe, are inimitable re- 
ptefeneations of our ferious follies or 
unavoidable woes; and the concern 
fhown by the lord-mayor when the 
companion of his childhood is 
brought before him as a criminal, 
is a touching picture, and big with 
humane admonition and reflection. 
“ Another inftance of this au- 
thor’s genius is his not condefcend- 
ing to explain his moral leffons by 
the trite poverty of allegory. If he 
had an emblematic thought, he ex- 
prefled it with wit, rather than by 
a fymbol.. Such is that of the 
whore’s fetting fire to the world in 
the Rake’s Progrefs. Once indeed 
he defcended to ufe an allegoric per- 
fonage, and was not happy in it; 
in one of his eleétion -prints Britan- 
nia’s chariot breaks down, while the 
coachman aad footman are playing 
at cards on the box. Sometimes too, 





dd to low images and national 
fatire, as in the two prints of France 
and England, and that of the Gates 
of Calais. The laft indeed has great 
merit, though the caricatura is car- 
ried to excefs. In all thefe the 
painter’s purpofe was to make his 
countrymen obferve the eafe and 
affluence of a free government, op- 

to the wants and woes of 
ves. In Beer-ftreet, the Englifh 
butcher toffing a Frenchman in the 
air with one Lo is abfolute hy- 
perbole; and what is worfe, was 
an after-thought, not being in the 
firft edition. The Gin-alley is 
much fuperior, horridly fine, but 
difgutting. 

‘“* His Bartholomew-fair is full 
of humour; the March to Finchley, 
of nature: the Enraged Mufician 
tends to farce. The Four Parts of 
the Day, except the laft, are infe- 
rior to few of his works. The 
Seeping Congmgntion, the Leéture 
on the Vacuum, the Laughing Aue 
dience, the Confultation of Phyfici- 
ans as a coat of arms, and the 
Cockpit, are perfect in their feveral 
kinds, The prints of Induftry and 
Idlenefs have more merit in the in- 
tention than execution, 

** Towards his latter end he now 
and then repeated himfelf, but fel- 
domer than moft great guthors who 
executed fo much, 

“« It may appear ular that of 
an author whom I call comic, and 
who is fo celebrated for his humour, 
I fhould fpeak in general in fo feri- 
ous a ftyle; but it would be fup- 
prefling the merits of his heart to 
confider him only as a promoter of 
laughter. I think I have thown 
that his view were more generous 
and extenfive. Mirth coloured his 
pictures, but benevolence defigned 
them. He finiled like Socrates, 
that men might not be offended at 
his 
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his lectures, and ar learn. to 
laugh at their own. follies. When 
his topics were harmlefs, all his 
touches were marked with pleafant- 
ry, and fun. He never laughed 
like Rabelais at nonfenfe ‘that he 
impofed for wit; but like Swift com- 
bined incidents that divert one from 
their unexpected encounter, and il- 
luftrace the tale he means to tell. 
Such ‘are the ‘hens roofting on the 
upright waves in the fcene of the 
Strollers, and’ the devils drinking 
porter on the altar. The manners 
or cofume are more than obferved 
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in every one of his works. The 


very furniture of ‘his rooms defcribe ’ 


the characters of the 

whom they belong; a foe ae 
might be of ufe to comic authors 
It was referved to Hogarth to write 
a fcene of furniture. © The rake’s le. 
vee-room, the nobleman’s dining. 
room, the apartments of the hut. 
band and wite in Marriage Ala. 
mode, the alderman’s Parlour, the 
poct’s bedchamber, and many others 
are the hiftory of the manners of the 


age, 





a 


MILTOWN’s fine Idea of GARDENING. 
{ From the fame Work, ] 


6 NE man, one great man 
we had, on whom nor edu- 

cation nor cuftom could impofe their 
prejudices ; who, on evil days 
though fallen, and with darknefs 
und folitude compaffed round, judg- 
ed that the miftaken and fantaftic 
ornaments he had feen in gardens, 
were unworthy of the Almighty 
hand that planted the delights of 
Paradife. ‘ He feems with the pro- 
hetic eye of tafte [as I have heard 

tafte well defined] to have conceiv- 
ed, to have forefeen modern gar- 
dening ; as lord Bacon announced 
the difcoveries fince made by expe- 
rimental philofophy. The defcrip- 
tion of Eden is a warmer and more 
jutt pidture of the prefent ftyle than 
Claud Lorrain could have painted 
from Hagley or Stourhead. The 
firft lines i fliall quote, exhibit 
Stourhead on a more magnificent 


{cale. 


Thro’ Eden went a river large, 
Nor chang’d his courfé, but through the 
fhaggy hill 
PaGi'd underncath ingulph’d, for God had 
throwa 


That mountain as his garden-mound, hich 
rais’d ’ 
Upon the rapid current— 
‘* Hagley feems pictured in what 
follows: 
which thro’ veins 


Of porous earth with kindly thirft updrawn, 
Rote a frefh fountain, and with many a rill 


_ Watered the garden— 


© What. colouring, what freedom 
of pencil, what land{cape in thefe 
lines ! 


—from that faphire fount the crifped 
brooks, 
Rolling on orient pearl and fands of gold, 
With mazy error under pendant fhades 
Ran nectar, vifiting each plant, and fed 
Flow’rs worthy of Paradife, which not 
‘nice art 
In beds and curious knots, but nature boon 
Pour'd forth profufé on hill and dale and 
plaia, 
Both where the morning fun firft warmly 
{mote 
The open field, and where the unpierc’d 
fhade 
Imbrown’d the noon-tide bow’rs.—Thue 
* was this place 
A happy rural feat of various view. 


“ Read this. tranfporting defcrip- 


tiop, paint to your mind the fcenes . 


that 





~_ we hn 











that follow, coutrait them with the 
favage but re{pectable terror with 
which the poet iy the bounds 
of his Paradife, fenced 
—with the champian head 
Ofa fteep wildernefs, whofe hairy fides 
With ahiclor: ovangrowa, groteigue and 
wi 
Accefs denied ; and over-head upgrew 
Infuperable height of loftieft thade, 
Cedar and pine, and fir, aod branching 
paim, ; 
A fylvan fcene, and as the ranks afcend, 
Shade above fhade, a woody theatre 
Of ftatelieft view— 


and then recollect that the author of 
this fublime vifion had never feen 
a glimpfe of any thing like what he 
has imagined; that his favourite an- 
cients had dropped not a hint of 
fuch divine fcenery; and that the 
conceits in Italian gardens, and 
Theobalds and Nonfuch, were the 
brighteft originals that his memory 
could furnifh. His intellectual eye 
faw a nobler plan, fo little did he 
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fuffer by the lofs of fight. «Ie fufs 
ficed him to have feen the materials 
with which he could work... The 
vigour of a boundlefs imagination 
told him how a plan might be dif- 
pofed, that would embellish nature, 
and reftore art to its proper office, 
and juft improvement or imitation 
of it, 

‘“‘It is neceffary that the con- 
current teftimony of the age fhould: 
{wear to pofterity that the defcrip- 
tion above-quoted was written above: 
half a century before the introduc- 
tion of modern: gardening, ‘or our 
incredulous defcendants will defraud 
the poet of half his glory, ‘by being 
perfuaded that he copied fome gar- 
den or gardens he had feenfo mi- 
nutely do his ideas. correfpond 
with the prefent flandard, But 
what fhall we fay for that interven- 
ing half-century, who could read 
that plan and never attempt to put 
it in execution ?”” 





Account of Mr. KENT’s Improvement in Modern GARDENING, 


[ From the fame Work, ] 


7 AVING thus cleared my 

way by afcertaming what 
have been the ideas on gardening 
in all ages, as far as we have mate- 
rials to yudge by, it remains to fhow 
to what degree Mr. Kent mvented 
the new ftyle, and what hints he 
had received to fuggeft and conduct 
his undertaking. 

“© We have feen what Moor-park 
was, when pronounced a ftan ard. 
But 2s no fucceeding generation in 
an opulent and luxurious ¢ountry 
contents itfelf with the perfection 
eftablifhed by its anceftors, more 
perfect perfection was ftil) fought; 


and improvements had gone on, 
till London and Wile had ftocked 
our gardens with giants, animals, 
monfters, coats of arms and mottoes 
in yew, box, and holly, Abfurdity 
could go no farther, and. the tide 
turned. Bridgman, the next fa- 
fhionable defigner of gardens, was 
far more chafte; and whether trom 
ood fenfe, or that the nation had 
~ ftruck and reformed by the 
admirable paper in the Guardian, 
No. 173, he banifhed verdant feulp- 
ture, and did not even revert to the 
fquare precifion of the foregoin 
age. He enlarged his plans, dil- 
dained 
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dained to make every divifion = 
fo its te, and though he fill 
adhere are te a walks ie 
high chi es, they were on 

i Pres ; ee reft he diverfy 
fied by wildernefs, and with loofe 


ves of oak, though ftill within 
leseuislion hedges. I have ob- 
ferved in the garden at Gubbins, 


in Hertfordthire, many detached | 


thoughts, that ftrongly indicate the 
dawn of modern tafte. As his re- 
formation ed footing, he ven- 
tured farther, and in the royal gar- 
den at Richmond dared to introduce 
cultivated fields, and even morfels 
of a foreft appearance, by the fides 
of thofe endlefs and tirefome walks, 
that ftretched out of one into an- 
other without intermiffion. But this 
was not till other innovators had 
broken loofe too from rigid fymmetry. 

* But the capital ftroke, the 
leading ftepto all that has followed, 
was (1 beleve the firft thought was 
Bridgman’s) the deftruction of walls 
for boundaries, and the invention of 
foffes—an attempt then deemed fo 
aftonifhing, that the common peo- 
*ple called them Ha! Ha’s! to ex- 
prefs their furprize at finding a fud- 
den and unperceived check to their 
walk. 

“* One of the firft gardens plant- 
ed in this fimple though ftill form- 
al ftyle, was my father’s at Hough- 
ton. It was laid out by Mr. Eyre, 
sn imitator of Bridgman. It con- 
tains three-and-twenty acres, then 
reckoned a confiderable portion. 

“ I call a funk “fence the leading 
ftep, for thefe reafons. No fooner 
was this fimple enchantment made, 
than levelling, mowing and rolling, 
followed. The contiguous ground 
of the park without the funk fence 
was to be harmonized with the 
Jawn within; and the garden in. its 
turn was to be fet free from its prim 
regularity, that it might affort with 
the wilder country without. The 


funk fence afcertained the fped 
garden, but that it might 
too obvious a line of diftinétion be. 
tween the neat and the rude, the 
contiguous dut-lying parts ca 
be included in a kind ef yeneral és. 
fign: and when nature was taken 
into the plan, under improvements, 
every ftep that was made, pointed 
out new beauties and infpired new 
ideas. At that moment appeared 
Kent, painter enough to tafte the 
charms of landfcape, bold and opi- 
nionative enough to dare and to 
dictate, and born with a genius to 
ftrike out a great fyftem from the 
twilight of imperfect effays. He 
leaped the fence, and faw that all 
nature was a garden. He felt the 
delicious contraft of hill and valley 
changing imperceptibly into each 
other, tafted the beauty of the gen- 
tle fwell, or concave fcoop, and re- 
marked how loofe groves crowned 
an cafy eminence with happy orna- 
ment, and while they called in the 
diftant view between their graceful 
ftems, removed and extended the 
perfpective by delufive comparifon. 
** Thus the pencil of his imagi- 
nation beftowed all the arts of land- 
{cape on the fcenes he handled. The 
great principles on which he worked 
were perfpective, and light and 
fhade. Groups of trees broke too 
uniform or too extenfive a lawn; 
evergreens and woods were oppofed 
to the glare of the champain, and 
where the view was lefs fortunate, 
or fo much expofed as to be beheld 
at once, he blotted out fome parts 
by thick fhades, to divide it into 
variety, or to make the richeft fcene 
more enchanting by referving it to 
a farther advance of the fpectator’s 
ftep. Thus, felecting favourite ob- 
jects, and veiling deformities by 


fereens of plantation; fometimes al- 
lowing the rudeft wafte to add its 
foil to the richett theatre, he realized 


the compofitions of the greateft mal- 
tcré 
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ters in painting. Where objects 
were wanting to animate his horizon, 
his taite as an architeét could beftow 
immediate termination. His build- 
ings, his feats, his temples, were 
more the works of his pencil than of 
his compafles. We owe the refto- 
ration of Greece and the diffufion 
of architecture to his fkill in land- 


i But of all the beauties he add- 
ed to the face of this beautiful coun- 
try, none furpafled his management 
pg Adieu to canals, circular 
bafons, and cafcades tumbling down 
marble fteps, that laft abfurd mag- 
nificence of Italian and French villas. 
The forced elevation of cataracts 
was no more. The gentle ftream 
was taught to ferpentize feeming] 
at its pleafure, and where difconti- 
nued by different levels, its courfe 
appeared to be concealed by thickets 
properly interfperted, and glittering 
again at a diftance where it might 
be fuppofed naturally toarrive. Its 
borders were {moothed, but preferved 
their waving irregularity. A few 
trees {cattered licre and there on its 
edges {prinkled the tame bank that 
accompanied its meanders; and 
when it difappeared among the hills, 
fhades defcending from the heights 
leaned towards its progrets and 
framed the diftant point of light un- 
der which it was loft, as it turned 

afide to either hand of the blue ho- 
-rizon. 

‘* Thus dealing in none but the 
colours of nature, and catching its 
moft favourable features, men faw a 
new creation opening before their 
7 The living land{cape was 
chaftened or polifhed, not tranf- 
formed. Freedom was given to the 
forms of trees; they extended their 
branches unreftri€ted, and where 
any eminent oak, or mafter beech 
had efcaped maiming and furvived 
the foreft, bufh and bramble was re- 
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moved, and all its honours were 
reftored to diftinguith and thade the 
plain. Where the united pluma 
of an ancient wood extended wide 
its undulating canopy, and ftood 
venerable in its darknefs, Kent 
thinned the foremoft ranks, and left 
but fo many detached and {cattered 
trees, as foftened the approach af 
gloom, and blended achequered light 
with the thus lengthened thadows of 
the remaining columns. 

** But juit as the encomiums are 
that I have beftowed on Kent's dif- 
coveries, he was neither without 
affiftance or faults. Mr. Pope un- 
doubtedly contributed to form his 
tafte. The defign of the prince of 
Wales’s garden at Carleton-houfe 
was evidently borrowed from the 
poet’s at Twickenham. There was 
a little of affected modefty in the 
latter, when he faid of all his works 
he was moft proud of his garden. 
And yet it was a fingular effort of 
art and tafte to imprefs fo much va- 
riety and fcehery on the {pot of five 
acres. The pafling through the 

loom from the grotto to the opening 

ay, the retiring and again afiem- 
bling fhades, the dutky groves, the 
larger lawn, and folemnity of the 
termination at the cyprefles that lead 
up to his mother’s tomb, are ma- 


naged with — judgment ; 
and though lord Peterborough affift- 
ed him 


To form his quiacunx and to rank his vines, 


thofe were not the moft pleafing in- 
gredients of his little perfpective. 

* 1 do not know whether the dif- 
pofition of the garden at Roufham, 
laid out for general Dormer, and in 
my opinion the moit engaging of all 
Kent’s works, was not planned on 
the model of Mr. Pope’s, at leaft in 
the opening and retiring fhade of 
Venus’s vale. The whole is as cle- 

gant 
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ian had felected the moft pleafing 

tude about Daphne to enjoy a 
philofophic retirement. 

“ That Kent’s ideas were but 
rarely great, was in fome meafure 
owing to the novelty of his art. Ir 
would have been difficult to have 
tranfported the ftyle of gardening at 
once from a few acres to tumbling 
of forefts; and though new falhions 
like new religions, [which are new 
fafhions] often lead men to the moft 
oppofice exceffes, it could not be 
the cafe in gardening, where the 
experiments would have becn fo ex- 

nfive. Yet it is true too that the 
features in Kent’s lanfcapes were 
feldom majeftic. His clumps were 
puny, he aimed at immediate effect, 
and planted not for futurity. One 
fecs no large woods fketched out by 
his direétion, Nor are we yet en- 
tirely rifen above a too great fre- 
quency of {mall clumps, efpecially 
in the elbows of ferpentine rivers. 
How common to fee three or four 
beeches, then as many larches, a 
third knot of cypreffes, and a revo- 
lution of all three! Kent’s laft de- 
figns were in a higher ftyle, as his 
ideas opened on fuccefs. Thenorth 
terras at Claremont was much fupe- 
rior to the reft of the garden. 

“ A return of fome particular 
thought was common to him with 
other painters, and made his hand 


Fat and antique as if the emperor 
ul 
hi 


known. A fmall lake edged 
ty bank with rer = 
corny to a feat at the head of the 
pond, was common to C| 
Ether, and others of his “dela 
At Ether 


etigns, 


Where Kent and Nature vied for Pek 
ham’s love, 


the profpects more than aided the 
painter’s genius.—They marked out 
the points where his art was neceflary 
or not; but thence left his judg. 
ment in pofleffion of all its glory. 

*“ Having routed protetied art 
for the modern gardener exerts hie 
talents to conceal his art, Kent, 
like other reformers, knew not how 
to ftop at the juft limits. He had 
followed Nature, and imitated her 
fo happily, that he began to think 
all her works were equally proper 
for mmitation. In Keniington garden 
he planted dead trees, to give a 
greater air of truth to the fcene— 
but he was foon laughed out of this 
excefs. ‘His ruling principle was 
that mature abbors a frrait linc—m 
His mimics, for every genius has 
his apes, feemed to think that fhe 
could love nothing but what was 
crooked Yet fo many men of tafte 
of all ranks devoted themfelves to the 
new improvements, that it is furpril- 
ing how much beauty has been {truck 
out, with how few abfurdities.” 





DESCRIPTION of the ROYAL ACADEMY at SOMERSET 
HOUSE. 


[ From the Canprp Review of the Exa1sition in 1780. } 


“ IE right wing of the build- 
ing is appropriated to the 


k 
Royal. Academy, and the rooms 


which are affigned for the ieveral 


departments of the inftitution, were 
opened on the firit of May for the 
firft time. ‘The exhibition-room of 


fculpture and drawings, 1s on the 
ground- 














‘ground-floor; it is plain and un- 
ornamented. 

“© On the ftair-cafe there are va- 
rious figures and bufts, which are 
well executed. On the firft landing 
is a moft beautiful painting, by Ci- 
priani, in imitation of baffo relicvo ; 
the fubject is The Arts and Sciences. 
This piece pofleffes a great deal of 
merit. 

“ The library is on the firft-floor. 
It is a fmall room, but elegantly or- 
namented with a painted ceiling. 
The centre reprefents Theory, by 
Sir Jofhua Reynolds: fhe is detcribed 
fitting on a cloud, darting her eye 
through the expanfe, and holding a 
fcroll in her hand, on which is writ- 
ten, “ Theory is the knowledge. of 
what is truly nature.” This piece 
pofleffes a moft beautiful lightnefs, 
and the figure feems rather to hover 
in the air, than to have any fettled 
feat. The character is, by this 
means, finely preferved, and the co- 
louring is in Sir Jofhua’s beft ftyle. 
In the coves are alfo emblematical 
pieces, reprefenting ‘* Defign, Cha- 
racter, Commerce, and Plenty,” by 
Cipriani. The various characters 
which compofe this reprefentation, 
are treated with that fpirit, elegance, 
and grace, which are peculiar to the 
pencil of this artift. Over the 
chimney is a buft of his Majefty in 
ftatuary marble, by Carlini: it is a 
ftrong expreflive likenefs. Under 
the buft is a baffo relievo of “ Cu- 
pid and Pfyche,” by Nollekins, 
which is delicately executed. There 
are difperfed in the rooms, feveral 
cafes of ftuffed birds, chiefly owls 
and hawks, which, if they are in- 
tended to mean any thing, imply, 
that if men do not poficis the pene- 
tration of the hawk, they ought to 
affume the fpecious gravity of the 
owl, in order to concealit; but we 
own we do not think the exhibition 
ismuch improved by the addition 
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There are alfo 
fome fulphur cafts in frames, from 
antique gems, and feveral butts of 
the philotophers. 

**The room adjoining to this is 
that which is appropriated for the 


of thefe pieces. 


antique academy. There are a 
number of caits and models from 
almoft all the antique figures, which 
Europe poflefles, collected in one 
point of view, and arranged in a 
mafterly manner. This room is un- 
adorned with painting, to give effect 
to the fculpture, and that the eye 
ot the ftudent may not be diverted 
from his object. 

** This leads to the le¢ture-room, 
which is fpacious, elegant, and well 
proportioned, The ceiling is paint- 
ed in compartments, and the ftyle 
does honour to the genius of Sir 
William Chambers. He has chofen 
a medium between the heavy gran- 
deur of the laft age, and the light 
frivolity of the prefent; and we may 
venture to foretel, that it will con- 
tinue to be the taite whatever may 
be the fafhion. The centre com- 
partment reprefents ‘* The Graces 
unveiling Nature,’’ and the four next 
to it are ** The Elements.” Thefe 
emblematical pieces are the pro- 
ductions of Mr. Weft; and convince 
us that his genius is neither confined 
to hiftory nor portrait. He has dif- 
covered in thefe as much playful 
fancy as in his other compofitions 
he has fhewn of folid learning, In 
four fmall circles are the heads of 
ancient artifts, ‘* Apelles, Archi- 
medes, Apollodorus, and Phidias,”” 
by Biaget. At each end of the 
ceiling Angelica Kauffman has ex- 
erted her very ftrongeft powers. The 
pieces reprefent “ Genius; Defign, 
Compofition, ‘and Painting.” ‘Thefe 
pofleis an infinite deal of character 
and fweetnefs. Genius is finely re- 
prefented leaning upon the celeftial 
globe, and exprefling the raptureof 

invention. 
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' invention.—-We view the very cha- 


rater which Shak{peare deferibed : 


# The poet's eye, in a fine frenzy rolling, 

“ Doth glance from heaven to earth, from 
“earth toheaven, — 

* And as imagination bodies forth 


“The forms of things unknown, the 
« "s pen 

*¢ Turns them to thapes, and gives to airy 
“ nothing 

* A local habitation and a name.” 


* Defign is drawing from the torfo 
o——Study is in a ferious, reclining 
attitude, with a chefs-board, and 
other emblems before her——and 
Painting is éxhibited, borrowin 
colours from the rainbow.——T hefe 

ieces are painted in a more mafterly 
ftyle than any of Angelica’s former 
productions, and perhaps they are 
more beautiful becaufe they are lefs 
finifhed. In the end of the room 
fronting the door, we are ftruck with 
two ashle pictures of their Majefties, 
by Sir Jofhua Reynolds. The king 
is fitting in the coronation chair in 
Weitminfter Hall, with all the in- 
fignia of royalty. The likenefs is 
ftrong, and by a fortunate union of 
elegance and cafe, it gives the moft 
agreeable impreffion of his Majelly 
ot any portrait which has yet 
done.—The flowing difpofition of 
the drapery, the richnefs, the har- 
mony of the colouring, and the ju- 
dicious choice of the Gothic back 

round compofes altogether a moft 
Genysiful and ftriking effect.—The 
Queen is alfo drawn fitting in the 
chair of ftate, and dreft in her royal 
robes. The likenefs is ftrong, but 
there wants that graceful eafe which 
generally characterifes the postraits 
of Sir Jofhua, and which we hum- 
bly conceive the fubject amply af- 


. forded. In the righe hand corner 


of the room there is a moft beautiful 
picture of “Samuel and Eli,”’ by 
Mr. Copley. The fubject is the 
moment of time when the child 


5 


Samuel is informing Eli of 
ftruction of his houfe, and ths noe 
is fo well, and fo truly told, that we 
think we fee the old man exclaim 
with pious compofure, “It is the 
Lord! let him do what feemeth him 
good.”” The utmoft care has been 
taken in the compofition, expr 
and colouring, and although eve 
particular part is fo minutely finith- 
ed, yet the grand effect of the whole 
is not loft, Mr. Copley’s genius for 
hiftorical painting is now tully efta- 
blifhed, and confirms the opinion of 
the world on the exhibition of his 
Boy and Shark. Thefe pictures are 
to remain in the room, and we hear 
that the frames which are difpofed 
around, are to be filled in the fame 
manner. We are happy to fee the 
firft of the collection fo perfec in 
their kind, and we hope that the 
other artifts will be equally emulous 
in their endeavours, that an out- 
line may be formed for the Englith 
fchool. There are alfo a number of 
elegant plaifter figures, cafts from 
the antique, for the ftudy of the 
pupils. 

*©On the ftair-cafe, at the top of 
the next flight, and fronting the door 


n of the grand exhibition-room, there 


is another very fine piece of painting, 
of baffo relicvo, reprefenting, “* Mi- 
nerva and the Muies,’’ by Cipriani. 
It is compofed in the antique ftyle, 
replete with grace and fimplicity; 
and the deception is fo great, that it 
is hardly pofible to believe that the 
figures are not {welling from thewall. 

“ We now enter the anti-room 
of the exhibition, which is {mall, 
and receives its light from an arched 
window above the entrance. Over 
the door of the exhibition-room 
there is a painting of baflo relievo, 
of the heads of their Majefties, in a 
medallion, fupported by Defign and 
Painting. And on the top of the 
door we read the following motto, 

imitat 








ate aes, A, ee 











imitated from that of Pythagoras, 


‘OTAEIZ-AMOTEZOL.EIZITO.’ 
‘ Letnone but men of tafle pr ofume to enter,’ 


“The grand exhibition-room is 
noble and f{pacious, meafuring about 
fixty feet by fifty. It is very judi- 
gioufly lighted by four arched win- 
dows, which diftribute an equal 
light over the whole: the ceiling is 

inted with a tender fky, and hasa 
very good effect. In the corners 


_ ”™ 
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there are four emblematical pieces, 
reprefenting ‘* Geometry, Archis 
tecture, Sculpture, and Painting,’ 
by Catton: the characters are boys, 
and exceedingly well preferveds 

**On the whole, there is a tafte 
both in the contrivance and execu- 
tion of the plan of the rooms which 
does high honour to the urtift; and 
even without the paintings, they 
would be worthy the admiration of 
the public,” 





oo 
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VIDAL’s TALE of th JONGLEUR, 


{From Mrs. Dosson’s Lirzrary History of the Trotsanours.] 


The following tale affords fome iltuftration of the charaéters, fentimentsy 
views, and manner of life of the ancient Troubadours and Jongleurs. 


“ N a beautiful morting ‘in 

{pring, Peter Vidal being in 
the fquare of Befaudun, walking there 
in profound meditation, there came 
to him a jongleur, who complained 
bitterly ot the preference given every 
where to boafters. Vidal invited 
him to return with him to dinner. 
The repait being ended, they went 
into the orchard, and feated them- 
{elves on the grafs, at the edge of a 
little brooky fliaded by 4 tree in 
blofiom. ‘The tky was clear, and 
the air foft and refrething. The 
jongleur, charmed with the fcene, 
and enlivened by the encouraging 
franknefs of Kis hoft, became col- 
lected and at eafe, as befits a man 
of underftanding, and thus fpoke to 
Vidal: “*Chance led me one day 
from Riom to Montferrand, to the 
Dauphin of Auvergne. If ever 
there was a court filled with pleafure, 
it was his: there was ncither lady 
hor gentleman, knight nor "{quire, 
but who was as familiar as a little 


found a brilliant company affembled 
together: here 1 ftopped. It was 
near Chrismas, called in this coun 
try the Calend. When the puetts 
rofe from table, they feated theme 
felves round the fire, and che knights 
and the jongleurs difvourfed with 
mirth and pleafantry. After much 
entertainment, the knights, with 
out fpeaking, retired to repofe ; but 
my lord feemed defirous of continu. 
ing in converfations The opportu. 
nity appeared to me favourable, and 
I approached toward him. 

“ My lord, faid I, I had a father 
who was well accomphfhed; he waé 
a marvellous finger, an agreeable 
and copious ftory teller; 1 truft I 
refemble him. But héaring of the 
favours which Henry, King of 
England, the valiant Marquis of 
Montferrat, and a great number of 
Barons in Lombardy, in Catalo: iag 
in Gafcony; and in Provence, be- 
ftowed on the jongléeurs, I deter 
mined to embrace their profefhon. 


bird fed on the hand, There 1 — travelled through many 


1 780. 


towns 
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towns and cities; but among the 

reater part of the Barons I have 

und nothing refembling the noble 
manner of living-among the ancients. 
For the moft part, they live obfcure- 
ly in their houfes, confined to their 
families; and among them I beheld 
an infinite number who were foolifh 
and ignorant. You, my lord, who 
appear to me to have an exccllent 
judgment, you muft have perceived 
this decadency of the nobles ; may 
I prefume to enquire of you the 
caufe??? The Dauphin rofe, and, 
after having paufed fome time, 
*¢ Friend,” seplied he, “ I will 
not refufe to anfwer you, though 
my knowledge is not whzt you con- 
ceive it. Formerly the talents of 
the mind, and the qualities of the 
heart, were held in efteem, and the 
love of genius prefided in courts. 
Now, the Barons have changed their 
conduét: they opprefs men of merit ; 
and nobles and ladies, who poflefs 
the moft fhallow wits, receive the 
hig heft marks of their efteem. Know- 
ledge is no longer prized: and all 
thofe who aim to deferve praife, are 
fure of cenfure. I wifh thefe barons 
were to flare the fame fate as the 
Moors in Spain. ‘lhere was at firft 
among them brave men, on whom 
they beftowed nobility, lands, and 
power; but their defcendants enjoy- 
ed the good fortune of their fathers, 
without troubling themfelves to ac- 

uire their virtues. They became in- 
dolent and faint-hearted; they filled 
the country with injuftice and contu- 
fion. A race of Mammelucs arofe, 
who fought to repair by their noble 
deeds the defe& of their birth. The 
people revolted againft their ancient 
lords, and put themfelves under the 
p otection of thefe new mafters. Our 
nobility is degenerated in the fame 
munner, and is threatened with the 
fime ruin.” When I retiredto refi, 


I refieéted on what the Dauphin had. 
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faid, and I felt the truth of it Som 
days after, having taken my }, r 
a) § y leave of 
him, I traverfed Auvergne, returned 
to Touloufe, patied from thence +4 
Catalonia; and 1 can affure yoy 
that had it not been for my lord the 
Dauphin, I fhould have fownd neje 

ther joy nor beauty in the world,” 
** Vidal replied to the jongleur 
** Friend, you complain of a change 
as new, which is now become old: 
and you fpeak of the good ancient 
time, from the account you have re- 
ceived of your father. For my part, 
I have beento the court of King Al. 
phonfo, father of that Alphonfo who 
did fo much good, and fhewed to all 
fo much courtefy and honour; and 
I have feen fo many good examples, 
that I am become the better forthem 
in every refpect. If you had_ been 
there, you would alfo have beheld 
that happy age, of which your fu. 
ther fpoke, in which fhone fuch gal- 
lant and generous men; you would 
have heard the Troubadours relate 
how well they were entertained in 
thefe courts ; you would have feen 
their brilliant equipages, and the ho- 
nourable reception which was given 
them by the nobles. 
alfo have obferved the fame thing in 
Lombardy, at the valiant Marquis 
of Monrferrat’s; in Provence, at 
the Lord Blacas’s: at William’s the 


good Jord of Baux, and at many 


other nobles of worth and refpect. 
Providence has alfo ordained, that 
in this very age there fhould be m 
Germany an Emperor, Frederick ; 
in England, a Henry and his three 
fons ; at Touloufe, a Count Rai- 
mond; and in Catalonia, a Count 
of Barcelona, and his fon Alphonfo. 
All thefe lords know well how to 
diftinguith characters, and reward 
merit; and they have fhewn much 


honour, and bettowed great favours, 
on thofe jongleurs aad knights, who 
foughtand had anced of their protec: 
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tion; and In the. expeditions they 
made, they conferred benefits where- 
ever they pafled. The wife and 


‘the learned have vifited their courts, 


and found encouragement for their 
different talents, in their generofity 
and their virtues. The lords whom 
] {peak of were all gallant and brave. 
They were either engaged in wars 
and tournaments, or held brilliant 
aflemblies for the noble, amiable, 
and witty of the fair fex, for whom 
they ever expreffed the higheft re- 
gard. At prefent, it is true, the 
weaknefs and indolence of princes is 
communicated to their vaifals the 
great lords: fenfe and knowledge 
have difappeared in both; and 
knights, formerly loyal and brave, 
are become deceitful and effeminate. 
I fee but one remedy for this evil, 
and that is, the art of jongleury. 
This profeffion demands gaicty, 
franknefs, foftnefs, and prudence. 
Science is the greateft of all treafures 
for thofe who know how to make ufe 
of it. Do. not wafte it on the igno- 
rant: they only know how to difpute 
and fheer in their own filly manner, 
and from them we mutt only expect 
the rudeft and moft vulgar behaviour. 
Do not imitate thofe infipid jong- 
leurs, who weary with the fameneis 
of their compofitions, and the repe- 
tition of their amorous complaints. 
Be always neat, but Ict not your drefs 
appear ftudied. Have your cloaths 
made to fit eafy, and lay them by 
fmooth, that they may always ap- 
pearnew. Let your countenance be 
open and compofed, and let all you 
fay be accompanied with chearfulnefs 
and urbanity; but do not talk too 
much, and what you fay will appear 
the more graceful. With thefe que 
lifications you may yet fucceed in 
your profeffion; forthe world is not 
do corrupted, but thgt there are fill 
# few lords who are capable of pa- 
itrgnizing and honouring thof¢ who 


cultiyate their favours difereetly. I 
{peak not of the conduct you fhould 
obferve with men of fenfe and genius, 
Befides the infinite advantage of their 
fociety, they will not only efteem 
you for your knowledge, bet will 
introduce and recommend you to the 
efteem of others like chemfilven, 
Among the young lords, always give 
the preference to thofe who have 
fentiment: fuch are always ambi- 
tious of true honour; they aré na- 
turally gencrous and noble-minded. 
They are alfo more prone to love 
tenderly than ignorant, conceited, 
and fervile minds. Tendernefs and 
genius are their delight, but gravity, 
ftiffnefs, and infipidity their averfion. 
But frequent thofe moft, if perfons 
of merit, who are arrived at mane 
hood. They are come to the age of 
reflection: they are capable of di- 
ftinguithing, and of encouraging vir- 
tue; and if they are truly amiable, 
they will oppote and combat vice, 
for their inclination will lead them 
to all goodneis! Avoid thofe whofe 
manners are corrupt, whofe inclinas 
tions are bafe and vicious. What- 
ever their rank or fortune, you will 
find in all fuch a dildain of fcience, 
and of all who protefs the love of it. 
Of thofe, indeed, who have led ir- 
regular and libertine lives, a few 
have been brought to refleét on their 
conduct, and have become wile and 
good. When this is the cafe, they 
deferve your regard, and are infinite- 
ly to be preferred to thofe arrogant 
upftarts, whofe riches only ferve to 
{well the bubble of their pride, to 
expofe their ignorance and ftupidity ; 
and fink them into the duft fromm 
whence they {prang. Shun thole, 
who join to fome knowledge a re- 
volting rudenefs and brutality of 
manner, and a dogmatical turn of 


converfation: they muft have fome- 


thing ungénerous and filiberal in 


their difpofitions, as well as thafe 
Ka who 
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who love to affociate with their in- 
feriors, for the pleafure of being 
thought the chief in company of 

iving law to others, and of becom- 
ing important in their own cyces.— 
Receive thofe with kindnefs, who, 
failing in genius, but poffeffing in- 
dependence and virtue, have good 
and generous minds, who love and 
reward merit: but be careful that 
you never obtain their liberality bya 
mean and cringing behaviour. You 
will find among thofe you affociate 
with, perfons who, without any 
idea of what is delicate, and poffedi- 
ing no judgment, will defire yon to 
exercife your talents to amufe their 
indolence, to fing, or recite before 
them: and you will fearcely have 
uttered a line, ere they will begin 
to whifper in their neighbour's ear, 
and perhaps engage with them in 
fome ridiculous ftory. It is irkfome 
to frequent fuch; but they mutt 
fometimes be borne with: for thofe 
who are the mott ill-bred themfelves, 
always expect and exact the moft 
perfeét behaviour from others. Even 
among the higheit barons, you will 
meet with fome who will contider you 
as too much honoured by their hear- 
ing your compotitions, without pay- 
ing much attention tothem, Others 
there are, who think of nothing but 
eating, drinking, brawling, and 
flecping: nothing but fhame can be 
obtained by frequenting fuch men of 
this turn, however dillinguifhed by 
their rank in lite. 

‘Never condemn otherjongleurs : 
thofe who are fevere on perions of 
their own profeffion, fhew a bafe and 
envious mind, and expofe their own 
jealouty much more than the faults 
of their brethren. —If you are afked 
to relate what you have feen and 
heard in the world, be not too dif- 
fulive, but proceed by degrees: 
found the difpofition of your hearers, 
fil] you oblerve they relifh your dif- 
courfe; then fpeak of the brave 
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lords you have met, and of the ladies 
in the higheft efteem; and endea. 
vour to infpire thofe, who liften to 
you, with the love of virtue. If the 
company are perfons of high rank, 
arid of elevated minds, difplay, both 
in your countenance and voice, the 
eloquence which your fubjeé jn- 
{pires. Be difcrect and grave in 
your manners; let your carriage be 
firm and graceful, and abftain trom 
all mean and low expreflions. Some 
jongleurs find fault with every thing, 
but take care to extol themfelves 
highly; and fuch is their vanity and 
ignorance, that were they in the 
prefence of the king himfelf, they 
would affect the free and familiar 
tone of men of importance. Do not 
imitate thofe: the more they are 
known, the lefs they are efteemed. 
For your part, whatever is your 
genius, your knowledge, or your 
wit, do not make a boatt of it: be 
modeft, and you will find perfons 
enough who will fet forth your merit 
and abilities. Avoid all excefs; fly 
all bad company ; but do not appear 
to defpife any one; for the meaneft, 
and the worft perfon, is moft able 
to become your enemy, and they 
fometimes purfue thofe they hate, 
with fuch inveterate malice, as to 
injure them in the opinion of the 
worthy and the judicious. 

“While you are young and vigo- 
rous, recommend in your writings, 
and imprefs by your behaviour, the 
refpect due to old age: and maintain 
continually this truth, that thofe who 
frequent the company of perfons, 
whole lives have been fpent in vire 
tue, will derive to themfelves a laft- 
ing blefling and reward. 

“ After this long converfation 
with the jongleurs, faid Vidal, we 
returned into my houfe, and fupped. 
The next day my gueft departed. 
know not whether he found the age 
better than he had conceived, for 
have never feen him fince.” 


TREAT* 
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TREATMENT of PRISONERS in the BASTILLE. 


{ From the HistroricaAL Remarks and Anecpores on the Casrie 
of the Basrite, ] 


a HE lieutenant-general of the 

police of Paris 1s the fub-de- 
Jegate of the miniftry for the depart- 
ment of the Battille. He has un- 
der him a titular commiffary, who 
is called the commiffary of the Baf- 
tille. He hasa fixed falary for draw- 
ing up what are called inftructions, 
but he does not do this exclufively, 
He has no inipection nor funétion 
butin cafes where he receives orders ; 
the reafon of which is, that all that 
is done in this caflle is arbitrary, 

“ Every prifoner on coming to the 
Baftille has an inventory made of 
every thing about him. His trunks, 
cloaths, linen, and pockets are 
fearched, to difcover whether there 
be any papers in them relative to the 
matter for which he is apprehended. 
It is not ufual to fearch perfons of a 
certain rank; but they are afked for 
their knives, razors, {ciflars, watches, 
canes, > jewels, and money. After 
this examination, the prifoner is 
conducted into an apartment where 
he is locked up within three doors. 
They who have no fervants make 
their own bed and fire. ‘The hour of 
dining is eleven; and of fupping, fix. 

‘“* At the beginning of their con- 
finement, they have neither books, 
ink or paper; they go neither to 
mafs, nor on the walks; they are 
not allowed to write to any one, 
not evén to the licutenant of the po- 
lice, on whom all depends, and of 
whom permiffion mutt firft be afked 
by means of the major, who feldom 
refufes. At firft they go to mafs only 
every other Sunday. When a per- 
fon has obtained leave to write to the 
lieutenant of the police, he may afk 
his permiffion to write to his family, 
and to receive their anfwers; to 


have with him his fervantor an ate 
tendant, &c. which requefts are 
either granted, or refuled, accord. 
ing to circumftances. Nothing can 
8 enna but through this chan- 
nel. 

** The officers of the ftaff take the 
charge of conveying the letters of 
the prifoners to the police. They 
are fent regularly at noon and at 
night: but if they defire it, their 
letters are fent at any hour by exe 
prefies, who are paid out of the mo- 
ney of thofe who are confined. The 
aniwers are always addrefled to the 
major, who communicates them to 
the prifoner. If no notice is taken 
of any requeft contained in the letter 
of the prifoner, it is aretufal. The 
attendants whom they appoint for 
thofe who are not allowed their own 
fervants, or who have none of their 
own, are commonly invalid foldiers, 
Thete people lie near the prifoners, 
and wait upon them. A _ perfon 
ought always to be upon his guard 
with thefe men, as well as with the 
turnkeys ; for all his words are no- 
ticed, and carried to the offices’, 
who report them to the police: it is 
thus they ftudy thecharaéters of the 
prifoners. In this caftle, all is mytf- 
tery, trick, artifice, {nare, and trea- 
chery. The officers, attendants, 
turnkeys, and valets often attempt to 
draw a man on to fpeak againit the 
government, and then inform of all. 

*“ Sometimes a prifoner obtains 
permifion of having books, his 
watch, knife, and razors, and even 
paper and ink. He may atk to fee 
the lieutenant of the police when he 
comes to the Baftille. ‘Ihis officer 
commonly caufes prifoners to be 
brought down fome days after 


ir 
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arrival. Sometimes he gocs to vifit 
them in their chambers; efpecially 
the ladies. 

“ When the lieutenant of the po- 
lice fees a prifoner, the converfation 
turns upon the caufe of his confine- 
ment, He fometimes afks for writ- 
ten and figned declarations. Ih ge- 
ieral, as much circumfpection fhould 


be ufed in thefe conferences, as in’ 


the examination itfelf, fince nothing 
that a perfon may have faid or writ- 
ten, is forgotten. 

© When a prifoner wants to tranf- 
mit any thing to the lieutenant of the 
police, it is always by means of the 
major. Notes may be fent to this 
Officer by the turnkeys. A perfon is 
never anticipated in any thing—he 
muft afk for every thing; even for 

ermiffion to be fhaved. This office 
18 performed by the furgeon; who 
alfo furnifhes fick or indifpoted pri- 
foners with fugar, coffce, tea, cho- 
eolate, contections, and the necefla- 
ry remedies, 

s* The time for walking is an hour 
a day; fometimes an hour in the 
morning, and an hour in the even- 
jng, in the great court. 

*¢ A prifoner may be interrogated 
a few days after his entrance into the 
Baftille, but frequently this is not 
done till after fome weeks, Some- 
times he is previoufly informed of 
the day when this is to be donc; of- 
ten he is only acquainted with it the 
moment he is brought down to the 
council-chamber. ‘This conmmiffion 


‘of interrogatory is executed by the 


licutenant of the police, a counfel- 
Jor of ttate, a matter of requefts, a 
counfellor or a commiffioner of the 
Chatelet. When the licutenant of 
the police does not himfelf mterro- 
gate, he ufually comes at the end 

of the examination, 
* Thefe commiffioners are purely 
ve beings. Frequently they at- 


tem t to frighten a prifoner; they 


lay fnares for him, and employ the 
meaneft artifices to get a conteffic 
from him, They pretend provh, 
mn papoeall 8 
exhibit papers without fufferine him 
° a] 
to read them, aflerting that they are 
inftruments of unavoidable contic. 
tion. Their interrogatories are aj. 
Ways vague, ‘They turn notonly on 
the prifoner’s words and aétions, but 
on his .moft fecret thoughts, and on 
the difcourfe and conduét of perfons 
of his acquaintance whom it is withed 
to bring into queftion. 

© The examiners tell a prifoner 
that his life is at ftake; that this day 
his fate depends upon himfelf; that 
if he will make a fair declaration, 
they are authorifed to promife him a 
fpeedy releafe, but if he refufes to 
confefs, he will be given up to a 
fpecial commiffion; that they are in 
pofleflion of decifive documents, of 
authentic proofs, more than fuffi. 
cient to ruin him; that his accom- 
plices have diflcovered all; that the 
vovernment has unknown refources 
of which he can have no fufpicion, 
They fatigue prifoners by varied 
and infinitely multiplied interroga- 
tories. According to the perfons, 
they employ promifes, careties, and 
menaces. Sometimes they ufe in- 
fults, and treat the unhappy fuffer- 
ers with an infolence that fills up the 
meafure of that tyranny of which 
they are the bafe inftruments. 

“* If the prifoner makes the re- 
quired confeffion, the commiffioners 
then tell him that they have no 
precife authority for his enlarge- 
ment, but that they have every 
reafon to expect it; that they are 
going to folicit it, &c. The priv 
foner’s confeffions, far from better- 
ing his condition, give occafion to 
hew interrogatories, often lengthen 
his confinement, draw in: the per- 
fons With whom he has had connex- 
ions, and expofe himielf to new 
Vexaticns, : 

“+ Al. 
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 Alrhough there are rules for all 
occafions, vet every thing is fub- 
ject to exceptions arifing from in- 
fluence, recommendations, protec- 
tion, intrigue, &e. becaufe the firft 
principle in this place ts arbitrary 
will. Very frequently, perfons 
confined on the fame account are 
treated very differently, accarding 
as their recommendations are more 
or lefs confiderable. 

« There is a library, founded by 
a foreign prifoner who died m the 
Baftille in the beginning of the pre- 
fent century. Some prifoners ob- 
tain leave to go to it; others, to 
have the books carried to their 
chambers. 

“ ‘The falfeft things are told the 
prifoners with an air of fincerity and 
concern. “ It is very unfortunate 
‘* that the king has been prejudiced 
“ againft you. His majelly cannot 
“ hear your name mentioned with- 
‘¢ out being irritated. The affair 
** for which you have loft your li- 
‘‘ berty is only a pretext—they had 
“ defigns againft you before—you 
“ have powerful enemics.’? Thefe 
difcourfes are the etiquette of the 
place. 

“ It would be in vain for a pri- 
foner to afk leave to write to the 
king—he can never obtain it. 

‘* The perpetual and moft infup- 
portable torment of this cruel and 
odious inguifition, are vague, inde- 
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terminate, falfe, or equivocal pro- 
mifes, inexhauttible and conftantly 
deceitful hopes of a {peedy releafe, 
exhortations to patience, and blind 
conjectures, of which the lieutenant 
of the police and: officers are very 
lavith. | 

** ‘To cover the odium of the bat- 
barities exercifed here, and flacken 
the zeal of relations or patrons, the 
mott abfurd and contradiétory flan- 
ders againft a prifoner are frequently 
publithed. ‘The true caufes of im- 
prifonment, and real obftacles to 
releafe, are concealed. Thefe re- 
fources, which are infinitely varied, 


‘are inexhauftible. 


“* When a prifoner who is known 
and protected has entirely lott his 
health, and his life thought in dan- 
ger, he is always fent out. The 
miniftry do not choofe that perfons 
well known fhould die in the Buaftille, 
If a prifoner does die there, he is 
interred in the parifh of St Paul, 
under the name of a domeftic; and 
this falfiry is written in the regitter 
of deaths in order to deceive pofte- 
rity. ‘There is another regifter in 
which the true names of the de- 
ceafed are entered; but it is not 
without great difficulty that extracts 
can be procured from it. The 
commiflary of the Baftille muft firit 
be informed of the ufe the famil 
intends to make of the extract.” 
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Anecpore- of the Cuzgvatier pE ROHAN. 


[ From the fame. ] 


* WN 1674, the baggage of Louis 

I chevalier de Rohan, grand 
huntfman of France, having been 
taken and rumaged in a fkirmith, 
fome letters were found which caufed 
& fufpicion that he had treated with 


the Englith for the furrender of 
Havre de Grace. He was arrefted 
and put into the Baftille. The Sieur 
de la Tuanderie, his agent, cotte 
cealed himfelf. The proof was not 
fufficient. A commifhon was 
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to proceed againft the accufed for 
treafon. La Tuandrie was difcover- 
ed at Rouen; an attempt was made 
to arreft him, but he fired on the 
affailants, and obliged them to kill 
him on the fpot. Perfons attached 
to the chevalier de Rohan went 
every evening round the Baftille, 
crying through a {peaking trumpet, 
La Tuandrie is dead, and bas faid 
nothing; but the chevalier did not 
hear them, The commiffioners, 
not being able to get any thing 
from him, told him, * that the king 
knew all, that they had proofs, but 
only wifhed for his own conteffion ; 
and that they were authorifed to 
promile him pardon if he would de- 


clare the truth.” The chevalier 
too credulous, confeffed the whole. 


_Then the perfidjous commiffoners 


changed theirlanguage. They faid, 
** that with refpect to the pardon 
they could not anfwer for it, way 
that they had hopes af obtaining jt, 
and would go and folicit it.’ This 
they troubled themfelves little abour, 
and condemned the criminal to lofe 
his head. He was conduéted ona 
platform to the fcaffold, by means 
of a gallery raifed to the height of 
the window of the armoury in the 
arfenal, which looks towards the 
little fquare at the end of the rie 
des Tournelles. He was beheaded 
on November 27th, 1674. 
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Anecpores of a Young Scholar of Quality, 


[ From the fame, ] 


6s "yor Jefuits of the college 


of Clermont, in the rué 
St. Jaques, Paris, having, this fame 
year (1674) invited the king (Louis 
XIV.) to honour with his prefence 
a tragedy to be performed by their 
{cholars, that prince accepted the 
invitation. Thefe able courtiers 
tgok care to infert in the piece feve- 
ral ftrokes of flattery, with which 
the monarch, greedy of fuch incenfe, 
was greatly pleated. When the rec- 
tor of the college was conducting 
the king home, a nobleman in the 
train applauded the fuccefs of the 
tragedy, Louis faid, “ Do you 
wonder at it? shis is my college.”” 
The Jefuits did not lofe a word of 
this. The very fame night they 
got engraved jn large golden letters 
on black marble, Collegium Lodovici 
Magni, inftead of the former in- 
{cription which was placed bencath 
the name of Jefus on the principal 


: the college (Colléginm Clar- 





ramontaium Societatis Fefus\; and 
in the morning the new infcription 
was put up in place of the old one. 
A young {fcholar of quality, aged 
thirteen, who was witnefs to the 
zeal ot the reverend fathers, made 
the two following verfes, which he 
potted up at hight on the college gate: 
Abttulit hine Jefum pofuitque infignia regis 
Impia gens: alium non colit illa Deum. 
*“ The Jefuits did not fail ta cry 
out facrilege; the young author 
was difcovered, taken up, and put 
into the Baftille. The implacable 
fociety caufed him, as a matter of 


favour, to be condemned to perpe- 


tual imprifonment ; and he was 
transferred to the citadel of the ifle 
Saint Marguerite. Several years 
after, he was brought back to the 
Baftille, In 1705, he had been 
prifoner thirty-one years, Having 
become heir to all his family, who 
poflefled great property, the Jefuit 


iquelet, then confeflor of the Ba- 
Riquelet, ) fille 














fille, remonftrated to his brethren 
on the neceffity of reftoring the pri- 
foner to liberty. The golden fhower 
which forced the tower of Danaé, 
had the fame effeét on the caftle of 
the Battille. The Jefuits made a 
merit with the priioner of the pro- 
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tection the ted him; and ¢ 

man of roahy whol family weal 
have become extiné&t without the 
aid of the fociety, did not fail to 
give them extenlive proofs of his 
gratitude,” . 





~— 


—— 





Anecpore of the Srevr VAILLANT, 


[ From the fame. ] 


“s HE Sieur Vaillant, a vir- 

tuous prieft, but, unfortu- 
nately for himielf, an appellant from 
the too tamous Su//, was kept in the 
Balulle from 1728 to 1731; and 
was imprifoned there again in 1734 
Some enthufiaftical or deluded per- 
fons publifhed that ‘ this prieft was 
the prophet Elias, lately defcended 
from Heaven—that he was in the 
Baftille, but would be miraculoufly 
delivered from it, and would be put 
to death.”? Thefe people were call- 
ed Vaillanifs. The vexations he 
was made to undergo, and his aufte- 
rities, had heated his brain. For 
fome time he thought himfelf really 
the prophet Elias. He expected to 
fee himfelf one day carried off ina 
ficry whirlwind: and plainly de- 
clared’as much to the ftaffsofficers. 
On January 26, 173g, his chimney 
took fire, and he imagined himielf 
at the initant of his tranflation; but 
the fire was extinguifhed, and he 


remained under lock and key as bee 
foie, He then thought himfelf obe 
liged to declare very ferioufly in 
writing to the Sicur Hérault, lieuté- 
nant of the police, that “ he, Vail- 
lant, was in no fenfe the prophet 
Elias; that he did not reprefent him, 
nor had even any miffion to announce 
him, or to aét or {peak in his name.”® 
Long folitude had impaired his fae 
culties, Having entered the chapel 
one Sunday to hear mafs, he took 
pofieffion of the decorations, put on 
the albe and chafuble, and 
mafs. Help was called for. The 
major comes, and tries to interrupt 
the prieft, who goes on: the major 
oppofes—the prieft refifts—-and the 
two champions feize each other by 
the collar, This fcene for ever dee 
prived the prifoner of the liberty of 
attending mafs. He was afterwards 
removed to Vinciennes, where he 
died.” 





Methods taken by the Emprefs of RUSSIA to abolihh Torrune in het 
Dominions. 


[ From Coxe’s Account of the Prifons and Hofpitals in Ruffia, Sweden, 
and Denmark. } 


$6 Al racuee the fovereign yet the prejudice of 
of Ruffia is abfolute in the tpetting the wae 
not unlimited fenfe of the word; a wile legiflator w 


the Ruffians re- 
of torture 


ever ref] 
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lar prejudices, be they ¢ver fo ab- 
Ford and unreafonable) were fo deep- 
ly rooted from immemoriable cuftom, 
shat it required very great circum- 
— in. the-emprefs not to raife 
ifcontents by an immediate abo- 
lition of that inhuman practice. 
Accordingly, the cautious manner 
if which it was graduaily prohibited 
difcovers as.much judgment as hu- 
manity. ~ 
“In 1762, the empreft, foon 
after her acceffion to the crown, took 
away the power of inflicting torture 
in order to éxtort confeflion, from 
the inférior juftices, by whom it had 
been fhamefully abufed. 
“In 1967, a fecret order was 


ses 
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iven to the waywod ; 

- the feveral provinces, tha nit 
ever they fhould think torture “4 
quifite to force a criminal to confef. 
fion, they fhould draw up the gene. 
ral articles of the charge, together 
with the proofs, and lay the cale 
before the governor of the rovince 
for his confideration: and all the 
governors had recetved previous dj. 
rections to determine the cafe ac. 
cording to the principles laid down 
ih the tenth chapter of her majef. 
ty’s inftructions for a new code of 
laws; Wherein torture is proved to 
be both ufelefs and cruel. This 
therefore was a tacit abolition of 
torture.” - 





Accounr of the FOUNDLING HOSPITAL at MOscow. 


{ From the fame. ] 


“ pe men Foundling Hofpital at 
71 Mofcow deferves a more 
minute de{criprion than I am able to 
give. Ie was founded by the pre- 
fert emprefs, and is fupported by 
voluntary contributions, legacies, 
and other charitable endowments. 
Wh order co encourage donations in 
favour of this inititution, the emprefs 
grants to the donors certain privi- 
leges and rank in proportion to their 
contributions. By thet, and other 
means, a very confiderable capital 
has been formed. A private mer- 
chant, named Dimidofl, a perfon of 
yreat wealth, has sspended in con- 
feuding part of the building, and 
in other endowments in favour of 
this charity, above 700,009 roubles, 
or.abaut 149,c00l. | 

“The hofpital is fitwated in a 
very airy part of the town, upon a 
entle aicent near the river Motkva. 
t is an tmmenfe pile of building, 


Ba quadrangulat fhape; part 1s 
A falthed. didi 


‘‘ There are at prefent 3000 
foundlings: when the whole build- 
ing is completed it will contain 
800d. 

‘“* The children are brought to 
the porter’s lodge, and taken in 
without any queftions: no recom- 
mendation is required. The day of 
the month, and the hour in which 
the child is brought, is immediately 
written down, together with the fex 
of the infant: and as foon as it is 
baptized, its name ts alfo regiltcred. 
The child is firft vifited by a furgeon 
before it is carried into the houfe: 
it is new clothed, and given to a 
wet nurfe, there being always a cer- 
tain number attending for that pur- 
pofe. A wet nurfe never fuckles 
more than one child. 

“ Phe diretor favoured me with 
his company over the hofpital; and 
1 was the more pleafed, becaufe no- 
thimg had been og for my It- 
ception, as I called in by chance, 


and was immediately admitted “ 
ou 
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out any difficulty. Indeed I tras fo 
fruck with this charitable inftira- 


tion, that, during my {tay at Mof- 


cow, L went four different times to 
fee it. 

“ The foundlings are divided 
into feparate claffes, according to 
their refpective ages. The chiltiren 
remain in the nurfery no tongér chan 
tivo years; then they are admitred 
into the loweft clafs; the boys and 
girls continue torether tintil they 
are feven years of age, wheh they 
are feparated. They all in general 
learn to read, write, and caft ac- 
counts, we 

“ The boys are taught knitting; 
they occafionally card hemp, flax, 
and wool, and are fooner or later 
employed in the different mahutac- 
tures. 

“ The girls learn to knit, - net, 
and all kinds of needle-work. They 
fpin and weave lace; they are taught 
cookery, baking; and are employed 
in houfe-work of all forts. 

“ At the ave of fourteen the 
foundlings enter into the firft clafs ; 
when they have the liberty of chuf- 
ing any particular branch of trade ; 
and for this purpofe there are diffe- 
rent fpecies of manufactures efta- 
blifhed in the hofpital, of which the 
principal are embroidery, filk ftock- 
ings, ribbands, lace, gloves, but- 
tons, cabinet-work, and different 
forts of furniture; and even mufical 
inftruments, &c. A feparate room 
is appointed to each oy 

* Some of the foundlings are 
taught French and German, and a 
few boys Latin; others are inftruét- 
He in mufic, drawing, and danc- 
ng. 

“ When they have gone through 
a certain apprenticeflnp, or about 
the ave of twenty, they are allowed 
the liberty of fetting up for them- 
felves: a fum of money is beftowed 
Upon each foundling tor that pur- 
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pofe, and they are petmitred to carry” 
on trade in any part of the Ruffian 


empire; a very confiderable privi- 
lege in Ruffia, where the peafanes 
are flaves, and cannot leave thei? 
Village without the permiffion of theit 
matter. 
_ “ Ifa foundling marries a founds 
ling girl, they have lodgings given 
them for three or four years in thé 
hofpital, and are permittéd to carry 
on their trade in the houfe. ' 
“* The rooms of this hofpital aré 
very lofty and large; the dormitos 
ries are feparate from the works 
rooms; the Jatter are floored with 
brick, the former with boards; the 
bed-rooms are kept very airy, and 
the beds are not crowded: each 
foundling has a feparate bed; the 
bediteads are of iron; the ftheets 
are changed every week, and theit 
linen three times a week. In goin 
over the rooms I was particularl 
ftruck with their neatnefs and clean- 
linefs; the nurferies were uncom- 
monly clean, and without any un- 
wholefome fmells. No cradies art 
allowed, and rocking is particularly 
forbidden ; each infant has a {mall 
bed to itfelf. The infants are not 
fwaddled, according to the cuftom 
of the country, but loofely drefied. 
“ [ went through all the rooms, 
and faw the foundlings at their re- 
fpective works: the children came 
running up to the direétor in crowds, 
fome took hold of his arm, and 
fome held by his coat; others kiffed 
his hand; and they all expreffed 
the greateft fat'sfattion, Thefe na- 
tural and unfeigned marks of regard 
were ‘the moft convincing ‘proofs of 
his mildnefs and good-nature; for 
children when ill ufed mataralty 
crouch before thofe who have the 
mahavement of them, I could be 
no judge merely in going through 
the hofpital, whether tke child 
were wellinftructed, and whether the 
regulations 
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regulations were well obferved ; but 
I was perfectly convinced, from their 
behaviour, that they were in general 
happy and contented, and could 
perceive from their looks, that they 
were remarkably healthy; this lat- 
ter circumftance muf&be particularly 
owing tothe uncommon care whic 

is paid to cleanlinefs both in their 

ons and rooms. 

“ The girls of the firft clafs are 
dreffed in white linen gowns ; the 
others in ftriped linen: the boys are 
all clothed in ftriped linen jackets, 
and fhort trowfers. , 

“There are warm baths in the 
hofpitals, an article of luxury and 
cleanlinefs effential to the Ruifians ; 
and which is confidered by them as 
neceflary for their health. 

‘In another vifit which I. paid 
to this hofpital, I faw them at 
church, aid afterwards at dinner: 
the girls and boys dine feparately. 
The dining-rooms are upon the 
ground-floor: they are large and 
vaulted, and diftinct from their 
work-rooms. The firft clafs fit at 
table; the reft ftand: the little 
children are waited upon by fervants ; 
but the foundlings of the firft and 
fecond clafs alternately wait upon 
each other. The dinner confifted 
ot beef and mutton boiled in broth, 
with rice; I tafted both, and they 
were remarkably good: the bread 1s 
very {weet ; it is baked in the houfe, 
chiefly by the foundlings. E&ach 
foundling has a napkin, pewter- 
plate, a knife, fork, and fpoon: 
the napkin and table-cloth are clean 
three times in the week. They get 
up at fix, dine ateleven, and fup at 
fix. The little children have bread 
at feven, and at four. When they 
are not employed in their neceflary 
occupations, the utmoft freedom is 
allowed, and they are encouraged to 
be as much inthe air as poihble, 


« 


The whole was a lovely fichr: 
the countenances of tke eile 
expreffed the utmoft content and 
se 

“In the evening I faw a 
acted by the Seaitines pay 
** Honnete Criminel,” and the co. 
mic opera, “ Le Devin du Village,” 
both tranflated into Ruffian; and 
what is very remarkable, the lave 
was built by them; and the fcenes 
painted: the band was alfo’ com. 
pofed of foundlings, the firft violin 
excepted, who was their mutfic-maf- 
ter. This band, which was by no 
means contemptible, confifted of 
feveral violins, two violinccilos, and 
kettle-drums ; thefe —inftruments 
were played upon by the elder boys: 
there were befides two French-horns, 
an hautboy and flute, by boys about 
ten years of age. The play, as 
I was told, was uncommonly well 
acted. There were fome agrees 
able voices in the opera; and the 
action was in general peculiarly 
preceul. There were no dances, 

ut we were informed that they 
dance ballets very agreeably. 

* Ifthere is any apparent defect of 
education in this inftitution, it evi- 
dently lies in teaching the found- 
lings to act plays and to dance, which 
muit chavesdebly take off their at- 
tention from the manufactures; and 
I have been fince informed this is 
the cafe with thofe who are thus 
employed. 

** Upon the whole, I never faw a 
finer or more complete inftitution ; 
and I cannot forbear again remark- 
ing what cannot indeed be too often 
inculcated, that the great carewhich 
is paid to the health of the children 
was fully anfwered by the looks of 
the foundlings, and was a circum 
{tance which moft particularly caught 
my attention.” 


The 
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The Emprefs of RUSSIA’s Plan for corretti i 
sep rreCting and reforming 


[ From the fame. } 


“ § Sax Emprefs (whofe com- 
prehenfive genius turns its 
attention to the minuteft circumftan- 
ces which may tend to the advantage 
of her fubjects), confcious of many 
defects and abufes in the management 
of the Kuffian prifons, has framed a 
plan for correcting and reforming 
them. That great princefs, being 
acquainted with my refearches in re- 
lation to prifons, not only gave me 
pidge to vilit feveral at Peterf- 
urg, and to addrefs myfelf to her 
beft-informed governors; but, with 
a condefcenfion peculiar to her cha- 
racter, deigned not to with-hold from 
me her own fentiments on that fub- 
ject: fhe even permitted me to de- 
liver in to Count Ivan Tchernichef, 
vice-prefident of the admiralty, a lift 
of queries ; fome of which fhe con- 
defcended to anfwer herfelf. From 
thefe papers, in which my queries 
were anfwered without the leaft re- 
ferve, | have colleéted a confider- 
able degree of information; and am 
enabled to lay before the reader the 
following ptin for the regulation of 
prifons, which is to be introduced 


into each of the new-modelled go- 


vernments, by her exprefs orders. 


Propofed Plan for the Ruffian Prifons. 


* The prifon fhall be built with. 
out the town in an airy fituation, and 
if poflible near running water. Each 
prifon fhall be divided into two parts g 
one tor the men, the other for the 
women. In each part there fhall be 
three divifions : 

“1. For criminals before and 
during trial. 

* 2. For perfons confined for @ 
ceriain time. 

** 3. Felons capitally convicted, 
who are fentenced to hard labour, 
tran{portation to Siberia, or perpes 
tual imprifonment. 

** In each prifon there fhall be an 
infirmary tor the fick, who are to be 
attended at the expence of the crown: 
a proper perfon fhall be appointed by 
the governor of the province to vilit 
the prifon every week. He is em- 
powered to call every prifoner by 
his name; and to take care thae 
cleanlinefs is particularly attended 
to.’’ 





Some Particulars concerning Captain COOKE’s laft Voyage, with 
an Account of his Death: in a Letter from Profeflor Pattas at 
Peterfburgh, to Dr. Buscuine at Berlin, ‘Tranflated from the 


Original. 


- HAT I wrote to you, 

by the laft mail, I had 
read in a French extract of Captain 
Cooke’s and Captain Clerke’s let- 
ters; but, foon after, the Englifh 
minifter, Sir James Harris, was fo 
Oviiging as to let me perufe their 


4 


[ From a News-paper. ] 


original letters, which were delivers 
ed to him laft week; and that ene 
ables me to give you thefe more aue 
thentic and circumftantial accounts. 

“Captain Cooke, after having 
left the Cape of Good Hope, exa- 


mined the iflands which the Freneh, 
under 
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under Mr. Kerguelin, difcovered 
fome years ago to the fouth of the 
Cape. He found them to be low 
lands, uninhabited, and without any 
fhrubs or trees. Some plants and 
turtles are all their produce. From 
hence he fteered along Van Die- 
men’s Land, to New Zealand, and 
Otaheite, where he arrived in Au- 
guft, 1777. Since his laft voyage, 
the Spaniards had been there two 
different times. They had failed 
from (allar, and thofe that arrived 
firft, flayed there a confiderable 
time on purpofe to meet with him, 
but failed a little time before his 
arrival with thofe who arrived laft. 
They had left there a bull, a we- 
ther, and fome poultry, but all of 
the male kind. The domeftic ani- 
mals which Captain Cooke landed 
were therefore extremely welcome 
to the inhabitants: fe was Omiah’s 
return, who was healthy and well 
when he came on fhore with his 
great flock of cattle, and other 
riches. The neighbouring Society 
Hilands were likewife fupplied with 
fome cattle. Towards the end of 
the year, the Captain ftood to the 
north. At 200 deg. weft of Green- 
wich, fomewhat to the north of the 
Tropics, he difcovered an ifland, 
which he called Sandwich Ifland. 
It feems to belong toa clutter of 
others, more to the eaft. In March 
he reached the coaft of America; 
and as his mafts and rigging had 
been greatly damaged in the violent 
ftorms he had met with in the 
northern hemifphere, he moored 
there in a harbour, which he found 
to the north of that latitude where 
-the maps piace the inlet of Aguilar. 
After having repaired the mafts of 
the Refolution, he ftood again out 
to fea, but met with fuch an unin- 
terrupted feries of land-gales and 
tornadoes, that it was impoihble for 
him to keep in clofe with the fhore, 


* 


and to furvey it with his ufual at. 
tention, till he anchored in a bay 
the latitude and longitude of whic? 
agrees with the fituation of Cape 
Elias, where Captain Bering fiw 
the coaft of America, and anchored 
for fame time. Having again made 
fome repairs, he failed along the 
coaft, which he exactly furveyed, 
This enabled him to dete& many 
errors in our maps, which had very 
often mifled him, and might have 
proved very fatal to him. At laf 
he reached the Straits which fepa. 
rate the two continents of America 
and Alia; but his letter does not 
ftate the longitude or latitude. Hav 
ing paifed it, he found the coaft. of 
America ftretching to the north-eaft. 
He ficered as ~clofe along this coatt 
as the fafety of the fhips would 
allow, for he was almott fatisfied to 
have now difcovered the long wifhed 
for paflage. But in Auguf, 177%, 
being then in latitude 7o deg. and 
45 min. and ig3 deg. of weftern 
longitude, he found himfelf fo fud- 
denly befet with ice, that he was 
in fome danger of being locked up 
entirely: yet he difengaged himfelf, 
and feeing the feato the north all 
around and before him fhut up with 
ice, which, with feveral other rea- 
fons, convinced him that there muft 
be a continent towards the pole, 
which produces thefe large ices 
fields, he turned about to the weft, 
in order to try his better luck on 
the coaft of Siberia. He made it in 
68 deg. 55 min. of latitude under 
the 1804 deg. of weftern longitude : 
but finding there no paffage neither, 
he returned to the ftraits, and ob- 
ferved that both: continents are 
that parta low and ,naked land on 
both tides, and.that the fea in the 
ftraits, and fomewhat to the north, 
is very fhallow. On his return, hg 
landed in the harbour of the itland 
Vaalafhka, which he found to b 


under 
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under the 53 deg. 55 min. of lati- 
tude, 192 deg. 30 min. to the weft 
of Greenwich, which is more to the 
fouth and to the weft than any Ruf- 
fian maps, or accounts, have placed 
it. On this ifland he met with fome 
Ruffians, and to them he configned 
that letter which has been received 
in Burope. It is dated in Odiober 
1778. 

 Gosards the conclufion of that 
fetter, he mentions, that during his 
whole voyage, he had lott oni 
three men, viz. the furgeon of the 
Refolution, and two others, one 
belonging to the Difcovery drown- 
ed, and the other by a dropfy. He 
mentions likewife, his intention of 
returning during the winter feafon 
to Sandwich liland, in order to 
avoid the inactivity of long winter- 
quarters at Kamtfchatka; and he 
intimates at the fame time, that in 
the following year he was for mak- 
ing another attempt towards the 
north. 

So far Captain Cooke's letter. 
That of Captain Clerke arrived at 
the fame time from Kamtfchatka, 
and contains the following particu- 
lars. 

Captain Cooke had been right in 
his conjecture, that there muft be 
fome more iflands to the eaft of 
Sandwich Ifland. Heé difcovered 
feveral of them. They were all of 
them fruitful, and populous. Their 
inhabitants.are of the fame kind of 
offspring as thofe at Oraheire. In 
one of thefe iflands, called by the 
inhabitants O-why-hee, he anchor- 
ed ina bay, and ftayed during two 
months in a harbour called Cara- 
¢a-cofla. The inhabitants received 
him with great friendfhip-and cor- 
diality. ‘they fhewed him a re- 


{pect, which bordered on adoration. 
His crew were abundantly fupplied 
with ‘hovs, plantains, and other re- 
trefhmeats, 


He ‘hud foarcely leit 
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this harbour, when a violent 

fplit his foremaft, and forced hi 
back to yet ppesnaen his 
carpenters, and his oblervatory 
bel: anappeehanton of any milchies 
er accident. But the inhabitants 
grew more thievith than before, and 
at lait the cutter, belonging to the 
Difeovery, was cut loofe from the 
cable, and carried away, The day 


after that had happened, Captain 
Cooke landed with his lieutenant 


y andnine marines. He went up to 


the refidence of the Chief Terre- 
oboo. He was received with ref 
and cordiality as ufual; but he 
found a great crowd of inhabitants 
affembled with the Chief. Some of 
them grew faucy and impudent, 
during zhe time he made his com- 
plaints: one of the inhabitants in- 
dulged his frolick in fo provoking a 
manner, that Captain Cooke let fly 
at hin the fhot of his fowling piece, 
which, however, did not hurt the 
man, for his mat-garment was too 
thick and too ftrong. Neverthelefs, 
a gencral commotion en{ued among tt 
the crowd, and hoftilitics takin 
place directly, the Lieutenant fired, 
and killed one on the fpot. Inftead 
of running away, they now made a 
general attack; and though the mar 
rines fired one round with great ef- 
fect, the crowd was not checked b 
it, but rufhed on with fuch a rapi- | 
dity, that there was no time tor 
charging again. In this fir {cutile, 
Captain Cooke, apd tour of his peo- 
ple, were unhappily killed on the 
ipot, and it was with great difficulty 
that the Lieutenant and the remaine 
ing marines could make their ree _ 
treat. They were moft part of them 
wounded; and it would have been — 
almoft an impofibility to efiect it, 
had it not been for the fire of the 
pinnace and long-boat, which lay 
at anchor at fome diftance from the 
beach. Captain Clerke, on hop 
tac 
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the command was now devolved, 


faw no poffibility of revenging the 
lofs of tie alla countryman, but 
with great flaughter: for the inha- 
bitants were numerous, feemed to 
be difpofed for war, and had fome 
ftone walls for their defence on the 
hills. He kept therefore on the de- 
fenfive, had all the thips properly 
fefitted, and finifhed the neceffary 
fepairs. During this time the inha- 
bitants made many attempts to bring 
about a reconciliation. In the mid- 
dle of March he left this unhappy 
ifland, O-why-hee, and fteered to 
the north, where he met with heavy 
gales. ‘The Refolution had fprung 
a leak, and fuffered fome other da- 
mages: therefore he fteered, towards 
the end of April, to the harbour of 
Awatfha, or St. Pietry-Pawlowfka, 
in Kamtfchatka. As he was under 
a neceflity of fome repairs, and the 
Winter was not over in thefe parts, 


he notified his artival to \yi: 
Behm, the Ruffian phate 
Kamtfchatka, The Governor came 
himfelf to Awatfha, and fupplied 
Captain Clerke with cattle, and other 
refrefhments, to the beft of his 
power, receiving and ufing him, at 
the fame time, with the greateft 
litenefs, and civility. Capt. Clerke’s 
letter is dated, in that harbour, on 
the 4th of June laft, when he was 
on the point of his departure, reé 
folved to make another puth to the 
north, toexamine fome iflands; and 
if neceflary, to call again at Kamt- 
fchatka, and thence to return to 
Europe. As Major Behm is ex. 
éted here this winter, with the 
journal of the Refolution, and Cap- 
tain Cooke’s map, we may foon hear 
of farther particulars, 
St. Peterfburg, 
December 33, 1779s 
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Defcription of the Parace and Garven of ARANJUEZ, 


{From Ditton’s Travels through Spain. ] 


“ ee royal feat of Aranjuez, 

feven leagues diftant from 
Madrid, and to which a mott noble 
road has lately been made, is de- 
lightfully fituated at the eonflux of 
the rivers Tagus and Jarama; 
which run through the gardens, 
and add new beauty to this charm- 
ing fpot, where art and nature feem 
to go hand in hand with the moft 
pleafing and rural fimplicity. On 
One fide, fine avenues of ftately oaks 
and lofty elms, convey the trucft 
fdeas of magnificence, while they 
afford the moft reviving fhade; on 
the other, the fudden tranfitions to 
lawns and wilderne/s, the eafcades 
of water breaking. through the 


thickets, the tuneful fongs of num- 
berlefs birds, fheltered in thefe cool 
recefles, the occafional appearance 
and paflage of the monarch, attend- 
ed by the grandees of his kingdom ; 
all thefe objects united, and concen- 
tered in one point, fill the imagina- 
tion with pleafing ideas, and imprets 
the mind of a traveller with a thou- 
fand agreeable fenfations, particu- 
larly in the fpring, when every 
thing is in high bloom and periee- 
tion, and engage him to look at 
Aranjuez as one of the moft beauts 
ful places in Europe. 

“The whole of thefe gardens 
may be thrown into three grand di- 
vifions, diftinguifhed by the names i 
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La Huerta Valenciana, Los Deleite 
and El Cortijo. In the Huerta Va- 
lenciana, agriculture and gardening 
are carried on in the fame manner 
as in that fruitful province, and 
they plough with horfes. In the 
Cortijo they ufe oxen, as in Anda- 
lufia; and in other places they 
fcratch up the ground with mules, 
as is ftill practifed in fome parts of 
Spain. Which ever way one looks 
round, a conftant variety pleafes the 
eye, and enraptures the mind. At 
one moment the fturdy buffalo 
moves before you, drawing his heavy 
burthen; foon after, the flow camel 
with his ponderous load; while the 
fwift zebra with his ftriped garment 
frifks over the plains. If you ap- 
proach the farm, every object of 
convenience is confulted, and in the 
dairy every degree of neatnefs. The 
Dutch cow enjoys a luxuriant paf- 
ture, the brood mares greatly en- 
liven the landfcape, and the itables 
are filled with the moft excellent 
horfes. An immenfe nurfery fur- 
nifhes all manner of trees and plants : 
a cedar of Libanus, which about 
twenty years ago was only a twig, 
is now thirty feet high: the garden, 
called the Ifla, is particularly beauti- 
ful and rural. The Judas-tree, which 
the Spaniards call Arbol de Amor, 
being happily difperfed there, has a 
very good effect early in the fpring, 
when covered with flowers without 
a fingle leaf: the banks of the Ifla 
are tarther enlivened by elegant 
yachts, for the amufement of the 
royal family. The fine avenue, 
which alfo ferves for a public walk, 
called Calle de la Reyna, has noe 
thing equal to it at Verfailles. The 
extenfive flower-garden on one fide, 
renders the walk extremely pleafant 
in an evening; and were I to men- 
tion the quantities of flowers and 
fruit, it would require many de- 
tails, A great many elms and oaks 
1780. 
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s, have been planted this year, (1978) 


faid to be 1014100, which mutt likes 
wife include vines, olives, fhrubs, 
&e. They have lately begun to 
cultivate pine-apples, unknown in 
every other part of the kingdom. 

* At the noon-tide hour, when 
the freflinefs of the morning is paft, 
the fhady walks near the palace then 
become an object of fingularluxury, 
as well as the elegant fountains, the 
{portive waters of which give fuch @ 
coolnefs to the air. Whoever has 
enjoyed the agreeable moments that 
pats in pleafing converfe under thefe 
fhady bowers, will furely be charmed 
with their admirable effect, indepen- 
dently of every idea of modern im- 
provements, or criticifms upon foun- 
tains and water-works. The night« 
ingale and cuckow are heard here 
the latter end of April. That eles 
gant bird the bee-eater, called by 
the Spaniards Abejaruxo, the me- 
rops apiafter of Linnaus, which our 
travellers tell us, comes no farther 
fouth than Andalufia, is known not 
only to breed at Aranjuez, and live 
there all the year round, but is alfo 
found at St. Ildefonfo, which is 20 
leagues more to the northward, The 
golden thrufh is alfo feen here, a 
beautiful bird with a bright yellow 
plumage, the ifterus of Edwards, 
called oropendulo by the Spaniards, 
and l’auriot by the Aewate the oriv 
lus of Catefby and Linneus. Amidtt 
the great variety of birds in thefe 
woods, there is one about the fize 
of a cuckow, called pite, of a beau- 
tiful purple. 

‘* The palace, being an old build- 
ing with feveral additions, is more 
in the ftyle of a hunting-feat, as 
Philip the Sccond defigned it, cham 
of a royal manfion; nor is there 
any thing very particular in the 
apartments, to take off from the ene 
joyment of fo many fine objects 
abroad. The new wings to the pa. 
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lace are finifhed: in one is a play- 
houfe, and in the other a chapel. 
Part of the ceiling of the former was 
painted by Mengs, who is now 
(1779) at Rome, painting a holy 
family for the principal altar in the 
chapel. 

“ There are feven fine pictures of 
Luca Jordano in the apartment 
called El Cabinete Antiguo, and fix 
others inthat De los Mayordomos : 
particularly one, is univerfally ad- 
mired, in which a number of beafts 
are reprefented liftening to Orpheus, 
and feeming to be ftruck with the 
melody of his lyre. The portraits 
of the Grand Duke and Duchets of 
Tuicany, by Mengs, are in a new 
apartment called the King’s Drefl- 
ing room. In the chapel, over the 
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great altar, there is a fine pi@ure of 
the Annunciation, by Titian, pre- 
fented by him to Charles the Fitth 
and brought from the convent of 
Jufte, after the death of that empe- 
ror, The Porceiain Cabinet, where 
there are feveral large pieces of the 
king’s own manufactory, is alfo an 
object of curlofity to a traveller, 
In a word, this charming place is 
highly indebted to Charles the Third 
for bringing the whole to its pre- 
fent ftate of beauty, and for making 
the new road trom Madrid, and the 
noble ftone bridge over the Jarama: 
it the defign is continued of plant- 
ing trecs on each fide of the road, 
it will add greatly to its mayniti- 
cence.” 
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Capinet or Narvurar History 


MADRID. 


[ From the fame Work. } 


a HE Royal Cabinet of Natu- 

ral Hiftory, at Madrid, was 
opened tothe public by his majetty’s 
orders in 1775; a handtome houfe 
having been purchafed, of which 
the tirit floor was appropriated for 
the Royal Academy of San Fernan- 
do, and the fecond for the purpofe 
ot receiving an ample collection of 
natural curiofities, which had been 
collected in Paris, by Don Pedro 
Davila, a native of Peru. His ma- 
jeity, having accepted of thefe cue 
riolities, appointed Don Pedro Da- 
vila to be the director of them; 
and was alfo at the charge of bring- 
ing them from Paris. Every thing 
is ranged with neatnefs and ele- 


gance, and the apartments are open- 


edtwice a week for the public, be- 
3 


fides being {hewn privately to flrang- 
ers of rank. 

“ The collection of beafts and 
birds, at prefent is not large, but 
may be fuppofed to improve apace, 
if care be taken to get the produc- 
tions of their American colonics. 
There is in the collection the fkele- 
ton of an elephant that died lately 
at Madrid; alfo a little American 
ox ftufied, called zebu, by Mr. de 
Bufton, and zebulo, by the Span 
ards. There is, likewile, the great 
ant-bear from Buenos Ayres, the 
myrmecophaga jubata of Linnzus, 
called by the Spaniards ofapalme- 
ra. It was aliveat Madrid in 1776, 
and is now {tufted and preferved im 
this cabinet. The people, who 
brought it trom Buenos Ayres, > 

, 3 
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it differs from the ant-eater, which 
only feeds on emmets, and other 
infeéts; whereas this would eat flefh, 
when cut in finall pieces, to the 
amount of four or five pounds. 
From the fnout to the extremity of 
the tail, this animal is two yards in 
length, and its height is about two 
fect. The head is very narrow, 
the nofe long, and flender. The 
toncue is fo fingular, that it looks 
more like a worm, and extends 
above fixteen inches. His body is 
covered with long hair, of a dark 
brown, with white ftripes on the 
fhoulders ; and when he fleeps he 
covers his body with his tail. 

‘‘'The mineral part of the cabi- 
net, containing precious  ftones, 
marbles, ores,’ &c. is very perteét. 
Amongtt other curiofities there is 
a grain of gold of 22 carats, which 
weighed fixteen marks, four ounces, 
tour ochavos, Spanifh weight, found 
in California, and fent by the, vice- 
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roy of Mexico, as a prefent worth 
of his majefty’s acceptance; alfo 
feveral curious fpecimens of filver 
ore, from the Guadalcana mine in 
Ettremadura, of that fort called Roe 
ficlar. 

** The fpecimens of Mexican and 
Peruvian utenfils, vafes, &c. in 
earthen-ware of that kind, which the 
Spaniards call barra, are wretched 
both in tafte and execution. There 
are fome productions likewife of 
Otaheite, which the Spaniards call 
amath,. 

** The cabinet contains alfo a cu- 
rious collection of vafes, bafons, 
ewers, cups, plates, and orna- 
mental pieces of the fineft agates, 
amethytfts, rock cryftals, &c. mount- 
ed in gold, and enamel, fet with 
cameos, intaglios, &c. in an ele- 
gant tafte, and the moft delicate 
workmanfhip, faid to have been 
brought from France by Philip the 
Fifth, 





A Letter on the Errects of a Forricn Epvcarion. 


[From The Mirror, } 


“6 Sir, 

T the age of twenty-five I 

fucceeded to an eftate of 
1500]. a year, by the death of a fa- 
ther, by whom I was tenderly be- 
loved, and tor whofe memory I {hill 
retain the moft fincere regard. Not 
long after, I married a lady, to whom 
I had for fome time been warmly 
attached. As neither of us were 
fond of the buftle of the world, 
and as we found it every day more 
irkiome, we took the refolution of 
quitting it altogether ; and foon at- 
ter retired to a family-feat, which 
has ucen the favourite refidence of 


my anceftors for many fucceffive ge- 
nerations. 

“There I pafled my days in as 
perfect happinefs, as any reafonable 
man can expect to find in this world. 
My affection and efteem for my wife 
increafed daily; and as fhe brought 
me three fine children, two boys 
and a girl, their prattle afforded 
me a now fund of anufement, 
There were, likewife, in our neigh- 
bourhood feveral families that might 
have adorned any foctety, wih 
whom we lived on an eafy, friendly 
footing. tree trom the reftraints of 
ceremony, which, in the great world, 

La may, 
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nefs. My folicitude about my chil- 
dren increafed with their years. My 
boys, in particular, gave me athou- 
fand anxious thoughts. Many plans 
of education were propofed for them, 
of which the advantages and difad- 
vantages were fo equally balanced, 
as to render the choice of any one 
a matter of no {mall perplexity. 

*¢ Mean time the boys grew up; 
and the eldeft, who was a year a 4 
than his brother, had entered his 
tenth year, when an uncle of my 
wife, who, by his fervices in par- 
liament, and an affiduous attendance 
at court, had obtained a very con- 
fiderable office under government, 
honoured us with a vifit. He feem- 
ed much pleafed with the looks, the 
fpirit, “a promifing appearance of 
my fons: he. paid me many com- 
pliments on the occafion, and I lift- 
ened to him with all the pleafure a 
fond parent feels in hearing the 
praifes of his children. 

“ After he had been fome days 
with us, he afked me in what man- 
ner I propofed to educate the boys, 
and what my views were as to their 
eftablifiment in the world? I told 
him all my doubts and perplexities. 
He enlarged on the abfurdity of the 
uld-fafhioned fyftem of education, 
as he termed it, and talked much 
of the folly of fending a boy to 
Eton, or Weftminfter, to watfte the 
moit precious years of his life in ac- 
quired languages of little or no real 
ufe in the world; and begged leave 
to fuggeft a plan, which, he faid, 
had been attended with the greateft 
fuccefs in a variety of inftances that 
had fallen within his own particular 
knowledge. 

‘* His icheme was, to fend my 
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may, perhaps, be neceffary, but, in 
private life lone the “ewe all fo- 
cial intercourfe. 

“ There is no ftate, however, 
entirely free from care and uneafi- 


fons for two or three years to a pri. 
vate fchool in the neighbourhast of 


London, where they might get 1; 
of their provincial "ialea par 
he obferved, would be alone fuffici. 
ent to difappoint all hopes of their 
future advancement. He propofed 
to fend them afterwards to an aca- 
demy at Paris, to acquire the French 
language, with every other accom. 
plifhment neceflary to fit them for 
the world. ‘ When your eldeft 
fon,’’ added he, * is thus qualified, 
it will be eafy for me to get him 
appointed fecretary to an embafly ; 
and if he fhall then poffefs thofé abi. 
lities of which he has now eve 
appearance, I make no doubt I fhail 
be able to procure him a feat in par- 
liament; and there will be no 
office in the ftate-to which he may 
not afpire. As to your fecond fon, 
give him the fame education you 
give his brother; and, when he is 
of a proper age, get him a commil- 
fion in the army, and pufh him on 
in that line as faft as poffible.” 

‘* Though I faw fome objeétions 
to this fcheme, yet, 1 muft contefs, 
the flattering profpect of ambition 
it openec, had a confiderable effe& 
upon my mind; and as my wife, 
who had been taught to receive the 
opinions of her kinfman with the 
utmoft deference, warmly feconded 
his propofal, 1 at length, though 
not without reluctance, gave my 
affent to it. When the day of de- 
parture came, I accompanied my 
boys part of the way; and, at take 
ing leave of them, felc a pang | 
then endeavoured to conceal, and 
which I need not now attempt. to 
defcribe. 

‘© ] had the fatisfaction to re- 
ceive, from time to time, the mot 
pleafing accounts of their progrefs 5 
and, atter they went to Paris I was 
fill more and more flattered with 


what I heard of their apo 
At 


5 











«€ At length the withed-for 
riod of their return approached: I 
heard of their arrival in Britain, and 
that, by a certain day, we might 
expect to fee them at home. We 
were all impatience: my daughter, 
in particular, did nothing but count 
the hours and minutes, and hardly 
fhut her eyes the night preceding 
the day on which her Roschere were 
expected: her mother and I, though 
we fhowed it lefs, fclt, 1 believe, 
equal anxiety. 

‘* When the day came, my girl, 
who had been conftantly on the 
look-out, ran to tell me fhe fawa 
pott-chaife driving tothe gate. We 
hurried down to receive the boys. 
But, judge of my aftonifhment, 
when I faw two pale emaciated fi- 
gures get out of the carriage, in 
their drefs and looks refembling 
monkies rather than human crea- 
tures. What was ftill worfe, their 
manners were more difpleafing than 
their appearance. When my ee 
ter ran up, with tears of joy in her 
eyes to embrace her brother, he held 
her from him, and burft into an 
immoderate fit of laughter at fome- 
thing in her drefs that appeared to 
him ridiculous. He was joined in 
the laugh by his younger brother, 
who was pleafed however, to fay, 
that the girl was not ill-looking, and, 
when taught to put on her cloaths, 
and to ufe a little rouge, would be 
tolerable. 

** Mortified as I was at this im- 
pertinence, the partiality of a parent 
led me to impute it, in a great mea- 
fure, to the levity of youth; and I 
ftill flattered myfelf that matters were 
not fo bad as they appeared to be. 
In thefe hopes I fat down to dinner. 
But there the behaviour of the young 
gentlemen, did not by any means, 
tend to leflen my chagrin: there 
was nothing at table they couldeat: 
they ran out in praife of French 
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pe- cookery, and feemed even to be ad- 


epts in the fcience; they knew the 
component ingredients of the moft 
fafhionable rageos and fricandeaus, 
and were acquainted with the names 
and characters of the moft celebrated 
practitioners of the art in Paris, 

“To ftop this inundation of 
abfurdity, and, at the fame time, 
to try the boys farther, I introduced 
fome topics of converfation, on 
which they ought to have been able 
to fay fomething. But, on thefe 
Ho pe they were perfectly mute } 
and I could plainly fee their filence 
did not proteed from the modefty 
and diffidence natural to youth, but 
from the moft perfect and profound 
ignorance. They foon, leameen, 
took their revenge for the reftraine 
thus impofed on them. In their 
turn they began to talk of things, 
which, to the reft of the company, 
were altogether unintelligible. Af 
ter fome converfation, the drift of 
which we could not difcover, they 
got into a keen debate on the com- 
parative merit of the Dos de Puce, 
and the Puce en Couches; and, in 
the courfe of their argument, ufed 
words and phrafes which to us were 
equally incomprehentible as the fub- 
ject on which they were employed. 
Not long after my poor girl was co- 
vered with confufion, on her bros 
ther’s afking her, if fhe did not 
think the Cuife de la Reine the pret 
tieft thing in the world ? 

** But, Sir, I fhould be happy, 
were I able to fay, that ignorance 
and folly, bad as they are, were all 
1 had to complain of. I am forry 
to add, that my young men feem to 
have made an equal progrefs in vice. 
lt was but the other day I ha 
to obferve to the eldeft, that it made 
me uneafy to fee his brother look 
fo very ill; to which he replied, 
with an air of the moft eafy indif- 
ference, that poor Charles had been 

L 3 a little 
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a little unfortunate in an affair with 
an opera-girl at Paris; but, for m 
part, added he, I never ran thote 
hazards, as i always confined my 
ainours to women of tafhion. 

‘“* In fhort, Sir, thefe unfortu- 
nate youths have returned ignorant 
of.every thing they ought to know ; 
their minds corrupted, and their 
bodies debilitated, by a courfe of 

remature debauchery. I can eafily 
ee that I do not potiefs either their 


confidence or affeétion; and the 

even feem to difpife ine for the 
want of thofe frivolous accomplith. 
ments on which they value them. 
telves fo highly. In this fituation 
what is to be done? Their vanity 
and conceit make them incapable 
of liftening to reafon or advice; and 
to ufe the authority of a parent, 
would probably, be as inetfeétual 
for their improvement, as to me it 
would be unpleafant.”’ 





A Letter on the Confequence to I ittle Folks of an Intimacy with 
Great Ones. 


{ From the fame. ] 


» Sir, 
¢¢- w AMaplain country-gentleman, 
with a finall fortune and a large 
family. My boys, all except the 
youngeft, I have contrived to fet out 
into the world in tolerably promifing 
fituations. My two-eldeft girls are 
married; one to a clergyman, with 
avery comfortable living, and a re- 
fpectable chara¢ter; the other to a 
neighbour of my own, who farms 
moft of his own eitate, and is fup- 
pofed to know country-butinefs as 
well as any man in this part of the 
kingdom. I have four other girls 
at home, whom I -wifh to make fit 
wives for men of equal rank with 
their brothers-in-law. 

** About three months ago, a great 
lady in our neighbourhood, (at leaft 
as. neighbourhood is reckoned in our 
quarter) happened to meet the two 
cldeft of my unmarried daughters at 
the houfe of a gentleman, a diftant 
relation of mine, and, as well as 
myfelf, a freeholder in our county. 
The girls are tolerably handfome, 
and I have endeavoured to make 
them underftand the common rules 
ot good-breeding. My Lady —— 


ran out to my kinfman, who hap- 
pens to have nochildren of his own, 
in praife of their beauty and polire- 
nefs, and, at parting, gave them a 
mott prefling invitation to come and 
fpend a week with her during the 
approaching Chriftmas _ holidays. 
On my daughters return from their 
kinfman’s, I was not altogether 
pleafed at hearing of this invitation: 
nor was 1 more fatisticd with the 
very frequent quotations of my Lady 

’s fayings and fentiments, 
and the defcription of the beauty of 
her complexion, the elegance of her 
drefs, and the grandeur of her equi- 
page. 1 oppofed, therefore, their 
defign of paying this Chriftmas vifit 
pretty warmly. Upon this the ho- 
nour done them by the invitation, 
the advantages to be derived from an 
acquaintance with the great lady, 
and the benefit that might accrue to 
my family from the influence of her 
lord, were immediately rung im my 
ears, not only by my daughters, but 
alfo by their mother, whom they 
had already gained over to their fide ; 
and, I muit own to you Mr. Mir- 


RoR, though I would not — 
think 














think me hen-peck’d, that my wife, 
iomehow or other, contrives to carry 
inott points in our family; fo my 
oppolition was over-ruled, and to 
the girls went; but not be- 
fore they had made a journey tothe 
metropolis, of our county, and 
brought back.a portmanteau full of 
neceflaries to, qualify them for ap- 
pearing decently, as my wife faid, 
ui the company they thould micet 
there.. 

‘* In about a month, for their vifit 
was drawn out to that length; my 
daughters returned. But had you 
feen, Mr. Mirror, what an alte- 
ration that month had made on them! 
Initead of the roly complexions, and 
fparkling eyes, they had carried 
with them, they brought back cheeks 
as white as a curd, and eyes as dead 
as the: beads in the face of a baby. 

** I could not help exprefling my 
furprife atthe fight; but the younger 
of the two ladics immediately cut 
me fhort, by telling me, that their 
complexion was the only one worn 
at ——-——. 

‘¢ And no wonder, Sir, it thould, 
from the defcription which my 
daughter fometimes gives us of the 
lite people lead there. Inftead of 
riling at feven, breakfafting at nine, 
dining at three, fupping at eight, 
and getting to bed by ten, as was 
their cuftom at home, my girls lay 
till twelve, breaktafted at one, dined 
at fix, fupped at eleven, and were 
never to bed till three in the morn- 
ing. Their fhapes had undergone 
as much alteration as their faces. 
From their bofoms, (aecks they called 
them,) which were {queezed up to 
their throats, their waifts tapered 
down to a very extraordinary {mall- 
nefs: they refembled the upper half 
of an hour-glafi. At this, alfo, I 
marvelled; >but it was the only fhape 
worn at . Next day, at din- 








nex, afters a long morning prepara- 
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tion, they appeared with heads of 
fuch a fize, that my little parlour 
was not of height enough to let them 
ftand upright in it. This was the 
moit ftriking metamorphofis of all, 
Their mother ftared ; ejaculated ; 
my other children burft out a-laugh- 
ing; the anfwer was the fame as be- 
tore; it was the only head worn 
at ————, 

“ Nor is their behaviour lefs 
changed than their garb. Intlead of 
joining in the good-humoured chear- 
tulneis we ufed to have among us bee 
fore, my two fine young ladies check 
every approach to mirth, by calling 
it vulgar. One of them chid their 
brother the other day for laughing, 
and told him it was monftroufly ill- 
bred. In the evenings, when we 
were wont, if we had nothing elfe 
to do, to fall to dlind-man’s buff, or 
crofs-purpofes, or fometimes to play 
at oo tor cherry ftones, thefe two 
get a pack of cards to themfelves, 
and fit down to play for any little 
money their vifit has left them, ata 
game none of us know any thing 
about. It feems, indeed, the dullett 
of all amufements, as it confiits in 
merely turning up the faces of the 
cards, and repeating their names 
from an ace upwards, as if the players 
were learning to fpeak, and had got 
only thirteen words in their vocabu 
lary. But of this, and every other 
cuftom at ———, no body is al- 
lowed to judge but themielves. ‘They 
have got a parcel of phrafes, which 
they utter on all occaftons as decie 
five; French, 1 believe, though 1 
can {carcely find any of them in the 
dictionary, and am unable to put 
them upon paper; but all of them 
mean fomething extremely tafhione 
able, and are conttantly fapported 
by the authority of my Lady, or the 
Countefs, his Lordthip, or Sic John. 

‘ As they have learned many foe 
reign, fo have they unicarned fome 
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of the moft common and beft under: 
ftood home phrafes, When one of 
my neighbours was lamenting the 


extravagance and diffipation of a 
oung kinfman who had fpent his 
ti and loft his health in Lon- 


don and at New-market, they called 
ft life, and faid it fhowed {pirit in 
the young man, After the fame 
rule, they lately declared, that a 
gentleman could not live on lefs than 
yoool, a year, and called the ac- 
count which their rhantua-maker 
and milliner fent me for the fineries 
purchafed for their vifit at . 
a trifle, though it amounted to sol, 
118. 4d. exaétly a fourth part of 
the clear income of my eftate, 

* Ail this, Mr, Mirror, I look 
upon as a fort of peftilential diforder, 
with which my poor daughters have 
been infected in the courfe of this 
unfortunate vifit, This confidera- 
tion has induced me to treat them 
hitherto with Jenity and indulgence, 
and try to effect their cure by mild 
methods, which indged fuit my tem- 
per (naturajly of a pliant kind, as 
every body, except my wife fays,) 
better than harfhones. Yet, 1 con- 
fefs, I could not help being in a paf- 
fion t’other day, ra the diforder 
fhewed (yenptoms of a more ferious 
kind. ‘ould you believe it, Sir, 
my daughter Elizabeth (fince her 
vilit, the is offended if we will call 
her Betty) faid it was fanatical to 
find fault with card-playing on Sun- 
day; and her fifter Sophia gravely 
afked my fon in-law, the clergyman, 
if he had not fome doubts of the 
foul’s immortality ? 

As certain great cities, | have 
heard, are never free from the 
plaguts and at laft come to look 

pon it a8 nothing terrible or extra- 
ordinary; fo, I fuppofe, in London, 
areven yous town, Sis, this difgafe 
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always prevails, and is but fi 

dreaded, But, in the nemey,: i 
will be produétive of melancholy ef. 
fects indeed: if fuffered to f{pread 
there, it will not only embitter our 
hives, and fpoil our domeftic happi- 
nefs, as at prefent it does mine, Sn, 
in its moft violent ftages, will bring 
our eftates to market, our daughters 
to ruin, and our fons to the gallows. 
Be fo humane, therefore, M:. Mire 
RoR, as to fuggeft fome expedient 
for keeping it confined within tiofe 
limits in which it rages at prefent. 
If no publie regulation can be con- 
trived for that purpofe, (though I 
cannot help thinking this difeafe of 
the great people merits the attention 
of government, as much as the dif. 
temper among the horned cattle), 
try, at leaft, the effects of private 
admonition, to prevent the found 
from approaching the infected, Let 
all little men like myfelf, and eve 

member of their families, be cauti+ 
ous of holding intercourfe with the 
perfons or families of Dukes, Earls, 
Lords, Nabobs, or Contra¢tors, till 
ey have good reafon to believe that 
fuch perfons and their houfeholds 
are in a fane and healthy ftate, and 
in no danger of communicating this 
dreadful diforder, And, if it has 
left fuch great and noble perfons any 
feelings of compaffion, pray put 
them in mind of that well-known 
fable of the deys and the frogs, which 
they muft have learned at fchool. 
Tell them, Sir, that, though the 
making fools of their r neigh» 
bours may ferve them for a Chritt- 
mas gambol, it js a matter of ferious 
wretchednefg to thofe poor neigh- 
bours in the after-part of their lives; 
it js {port to them, but death to us, 

J aims &Cc, 


JOHN HOMESPUN." 
Deferipe 
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Defcription of a DIN NER given to Mr. Umpuravitie (@ Humourid) 


by his 


ufin Mr. Bearskin. 


{ From the fame, } 


“ HEN we .entered Mr. 
Bearfkin’s drawing-room, 
we found his wife fitting with her 
three daughters ready to receive us, 
It was eafy to fee, by the air of the 
lady, that fhe was perfectly miftrefs 
of the houfe, and that her hufbund 
was only a fecondary perfon there. 
He feemed, however, contented 
with his ficuation, and an admirer of 
his wife; a fort of lap-dog hufband 
(of whom I have feen many) who 
looks fleek, runs about brifkly, and 
though he now and then gets a kick 
from his miftrefs, is as ready to 
play over his tricks again as ever. 

‘“’ Mr. Bearfkin, after many ex- 
refions of his happinefs in feein 
is coufin in his new houfe, propofe 

walking us down ftairs again, to be- 
gin thowing it from the ground-ftory 
upwards. Umphraville, though I 
faw him fweating at the idea, was 
ready to follow his conductor, when 
we were faved by the interpofition 
of the lady, who uttered a “ Pfha! 
Mr. Bearfkin,”’ with fo fignificant a 
look, that her hufband inftantly 
dro his defign, faying, “ to 
be fure there was not much worth 
feeing, though he could have wiflied 
to have fhewn his coufin his wrt 
which he thought was tolerably 
clever.” “ I thought, papa,” faid 
the eldeft of the Miffes ‘it was not 
quite in order yct.”— Why, not 
altogether,” réplied her father; “ I 
have not been able to get up my 
heads, as Pope has lait an ear, and 
Homer the left fide of his beard, b 

the carlefinefé of a packer: and 

want about three feet and a half of 


folios for my loweft thelf.”"——* 
don’t care if there was not a folio i 
the world,”’ rejoined Mifs, ‘*Child!’ 
faid her mother in a tone of rebuke. 
—— Mifs bridied up, and was filent 
=I fmiled;—Umphraville walk 
to the window, and wiped his fore- 
head. 

“ Bearhkin now pulled out hie 
watch, and telling the hour, faid, 
he wondered his friend Mr. Blubber 
was not come, as he was generally 

unétual to a minute. hile he 
poke, a loud rap at the door ane 
nounced the expected company 
and prefently Mr. Blubber, his 
wife, a fon, and two daughters, 
entered the room. The firft had on 
an old-fafhioned pompadour coat, 
with gold buttons, and very volue 
minous fleeves, his head adorned 
by a large major wig, with curls ag 
white and as {tiff as if they had been 
caft in plafter of Paris; but the fee 
males, and heir of the family, were 
dreffed in the very height of the 
mode. Bearfkin introduced the 
old gentleman to his coufin, Mr, 
Umphraville: ——“* Mr. Blubber, 


Sir, a very particular friend of 
and (turning to me with a whifpe ; 


worth fourfcore thoufand pounds, 
if he’s worth a farthing.” Blubber 
faid, he feared they had kept us 
waiting; but that his wife and 
daughters had got under the hands 
of the hair-dreffer, and he verily 
thought would never have had done 
withhim. The ladies were too bufy 
to reply to this accufation; they 
had got into a committee of inquiry 
on Mr, Edward Blubber’s waiftcoar, 

which 
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which had been tamboured, it feems, 
by his fifters, and was univerially 
declared to ‘be monfitous tandfonte. 


‘The young man himfelf feemet to - 


be highly delighted with the re- 


ficétion of it in a mirror that ftobd. | 


oppofite to him. “ Isnt’t it vattly 

retty, Sir,” faid one of the young 
f iewts Umphraville ? ** Ma’am!”’ 
faid he, ftarting from a reverie, in 
which I faw, by his countenance, 
he was meditating on the young gen- 
tleman and his waiftcoat in no very 
favourable manner. I . read, her 
countenance, too: fhe thought 
Umphraville juft the fool he did her 
brother. ~~ 

‘«‘ Pinner was now annoinced, 
and the company, after fome ccre- 
monial, got into their places at 
table, in the centre of which ftood 
a fuinptuous epargne, filled, as Bear- 
fkin informed us, with the produce 
of his farm. This joke, which, [ 
fuppofe, was as regular as the grace 
before dinner, was explained. to the 





ignorant to mean, that the fweet- 


ineats came from a plantation in‘ onc 
of the Weit India iflands, in which 
he had a concern. The epargne 
itfelf now produced another differta- 
tion from the ladies, and, like the 
waiftcoat, was alfo pronounced mon- 


Prous bandfome. FBiubber, taking his 


eye half off a plate of falmon, to 
which he had juft been helped, ob- 
ferved, that it would come to 4 
handfome price too ; “ fixt 

ounces, 1’ll warrant it,’’ faid he ; 
«“ but, as the plate-tax is now re- 
pealed, it will coft but the intereft 
g-keeping. ——“* La! papa,” faid 
Mifs Blubber, ‘** you are always 
thinking of the money things coft.”’ 





——** Yes”? added her “brother, 
* tables of intercft are an excellent 


accompaniment for a defert.’”’-—At 
this fpeech all the ladies laughed 
very loud. RBlubber faid, he was 


an unpudent dog, but feemed to ree 
lifh his fon’s wit notwithftandin 
Umphravillé looked t = 

4. Pp id ernly at him " 
and, had not‘a glance of ‘his waitt. 
coat fet him down as fomethins be. 
neath a man’s anger, I don’t know 
what confequences might have tol- 
lowed. During the reft of theven- 
tertainment. 1. could fee the fimet 
of fool and coxcomb on every mor- 
fel that Umphraville fwallowed 
though Mrs. Beartkin, next whom 
he fat, ,was..at great pains to help 
him to the nice bits of every thing 
within her. reach. 

“© When dinner was over, Mr. 
Blubber mentioned his defign of 
making a tour through the High- 
lands, to vifit Stirling, Taymouth, 
and Dunkeld ; and applying to our 
landlord for fome. defcription of 
thefe places, was by him referred 
to Mr. Umphraville and me. Mr. 
Umphraville was not in a commu- 
nicative mood; fo I was obliged to 
afflure Mr. Blubber, who talked 
with much uncertainty and. appre- 
henfion of thefe matters, that he 
would find beds and _ bed-cloaths, 
meat for himfclf, and corn for his 
horfes, at the feveral places above 
mentioned ; that he had no danger- 
ous feas to crofs in getting at them; 
and that there were no highwaymen 
upon the road. 

“ After this there was a con- 
fiderable interval of filence, and we 
were in danger of getting once more. 


upon Mr, Edward’s fine waittcoat, ’ 


when Mr. Bearfkin, informing the 
company, that,his coufin wasa great 
lover of mufic, called on his daugh- 
ter, Mifs Polly, for a fong, with 
which, after fome of, the ufual apo- 
logies, fhe complied; and, in com- 
pliment to Mr, Umphraville’s taite, 
who fhe was fure muft like Italian 
mufic, fhe fung, or rather fqualled 
a fong of Sacchjni’s, in which there 
: was 








a a. ao ot eee of 





was fcarcely one bar in tune from the 
beginning to the end, Miis Biubber 
faid, in her ufual phratfeology, that 
it was a monffrous {weet air—Her 
brother fwore it was divinely fung. 
—Umphraville gulped down a falfe- 
hood with a very bad grace, and 
faid, Mifs would be a good finger 
with a little more pra¢tice—a com- 
pliment, which was not more diftant 
from truth on one fide, than from 
Mifs’s expectations on the ~ ether, 
and I could plainly perceive, did 
not fet him forward in the favour 
of the family. 

“© My father ts a judge of finging 
too,” faid Mr. Ed. Blubber;  * what 
is your opinion of the fong, Sir?”’— 
« My opinion is,”’ faid he, *. that 
vour /talianas always fet me afleep ; 
Englifh ears fhould have Englith 
fongs, I think.’”—* Then, fuppole 
one of the ladies fhould give us an 
Englifh fong,” faidl. “Tis a good 
motion,”’ fiid Mr. Bearfkin, ** I fe- 
cond it; Mifs Betfy Blubber fings an 
excellent Enelith fong.”’-—Mils Bet- 
fy denied ftoutly that fhe ever fung 
at all; burt evidence being produced 
againtt her, fhe, at lait, faid fhe 
would try if fhe could make out, 
& The Maid’s Choice.” * Ay, ay, 
Betfy,”’ faid her father, ** a very 
good fone; I have heard it before.” 
if Tcould but find, 


I care not for tortune—Umh!—a man to 
my mind,” 





Mifs Betfy began the fong accord- 
iagly, and to make up for her want 
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of voice, accompanied it with a great 
deal of action. Either-from the) acs 
cident of his being placed oppofite to 
her, or from a fly application to his 
{tate as an old bachelor, the chofe to 
perfonify the maid’s choice in the 
figure of Umphraville, and pointed 
the defcriprion of the: fong particu: 
larly at him. Umphraville; with 
all his dignity, his abilities, and his 
knowledge, felt himfelf uneafy and 
ridiculous under this filly allufion of 
a ballad: he bluthed, attempted. to 
laugh, blufhed again, and {till look- 
ed with that aukward importance 
which only the more attracted the 
ridicule of the fools around him. Not 
long atter the ladies retired; andno 
pertuation of his coufin could induce 
hiin to {tay the evening, or even to 
enter the drawing-room where they 
were aflembled at tea. 

“ Thank heaven!” faid Umphra- 
ville; when the door was fhut, and 
we had got fairly into the ftreer. 
“ Amen!” I replied, finiling, * for 
our good dinner and excellent wine!’’ 
——‘* How the devil, Charles,’ 
faid he, ** do you contrive to bear 
all this nonfenfe with the compofure 
you do?”—* Why, I have often 
told you, my friend, that our earth 
is not a planet fitted up only for the 
reception of wife men.—Your Blub- 
bers and Bearfkins are neceflary 
parts of the fyitem; they deferve 
the enjoyments they are capable of 
fecling ;—and I am not fure if he 
who futters from his own fuperiority 
does not deferve his futferings.”” 
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11 Confequences of retiring from SOCIETY; thewn inthe Chara 
Acasto, a Country Gentleman. abi: — 


{ From the fame. ] 


s¢ WT has been remarked that the 

country-life prevails more in 
Great Britain than in any civilized 
nation in Europe. However true 
. this obfervation may be in the gene- 
ral, there is one fet of men among 
us, to whom, in the prefent times, 
it will by no means apply: I mean 
our great nobles, and men of high 
fortune, It is indeed vain to expect, 
that perfons in that rank of life 
fhould be able to withftand the at- 
tractions of a court, and the feduc- 
tions of a luxurious capital. 

* Tt is, neverthelefs, a melancho) 
circumftance, in travelling throug 
this ifland, to find fo many noble 
palaces deferted by their illuftrious 
owners, even in that feafon of the 
year when, to every man of tafte, the 
country muft afford true pleafure. 
How mortifying is it to hear a great 
man tell you, that he cannot afford 
to hive at his country feat, and to 
fee him, after pafling a winter in 
London, and lofing thoufands in a 
week, reduced to the neceflity of 
murdering the fummer, by lounging 
from watering-place to watering- 
wor or retiring with two or three 

umble friends to a villa in the en- 
virons of London, inftead of living 
with a becoming dignity in the man- 
fion of his anceftors? To fuch men 
I would beg leave to recommend the 
advice of King James I. who, as 
Lord Bacon tells, ** was wont to 
** be very earneft with the country - 
* gentlemen to go from London to 
*‘ their country feats, and fome 
* times would fay to them, Gentle 
*‘ men, at London, you are like 


4 


** fhips in the fea, which thew like 
os nothing ; but, in your count 
** villages, you are like thips in an. 
** ver, which look like great things.” 

*¢ I donot mean, however, to fay, 
that a great man fhould live always 
in the country. The duties of his 
ftation, and the rank he holds in fo- 
ciety, require, that he fhould pafs 
part of the “year in the capital; and, 
independently of thefe confiderations, 
I believe it will be allowed, that a 
man of high rank, who has paffed 
his whole life immured within the 
walls of his own chateau, and con- 
ftantly furrounded by a circle who 
look up to him, is, of all mortals, 
the moft infupportable. 

“ Nay, I will go farther; Iam 
difpofed to believe, that it is an im- 
proper and a hurtful thing, even for 
a private gentleman of moderate for- 
tune, to retire from the world, and 
betake himfelf altogether to a coun- 
try life. 

“* A remarkable inftance of the 
bad confequences of abandoning fo- 
ciety, I lately met with in a vifit I 
had occafion to pay to a gentleman, 
with whom I had become acquainted 
at college, and whofe real name I 
fhall conceal under that of Acatto. 
Soon after he quitted the univerfity, 
where he had been diftinguifhed by 
an ardent love of literature, Acafto 
retired to his eftate in the country, 
which, though not great, was fully 
fufficient for all his wants. There 
he had refided ever fince; and, el 
ther from inclination or indolence, 
had remained a bachelor. 1 had not 


feen him for many years. = 
a 
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had made fome alteration in his fi- 
gure: but that was little when com- 

red with the change I found in 
fim in all other refpects. In his 
dvefs and manners he was indeed 
completely rufticated ; and, by liv- 
ing much alone, he had contracted 
an indifference to*that decorum, and 
to thofe little attentions, without 
which no man can be agreeable in 
fociety. The day I arrived at his 
houle, I found him fauntering in his 

arden, waiting a call to dinner, 
refed in an old coat, which had 
once been black, a flouched hat of 
the fame complexion, with a lon 
pole in his hand, and with a bear 
that did not appear to have felt a 
razor for many days. 

“ After a hearty welcome, he 
earried me in to dinner. In his con- 
verfation, 1 found as great a change 
as in his outward appearance and 
deportment. From living in a nar- 
row circle, he had contracted a pe- 
culiarity in his notions, which fome- 
times amufed, from its oddity; and, 
from converfing chiefly with perfons 
rather of an inferior ftation to him- 
felf, he had become as tenacious of 
his Opinion, as if they had been 
felf-evident truths, and as impatient 
of contradiction, as if to differ from 
him had been a crime. 

“From the fame caufes, the ve- 
rieft trifle, particularly if it concern- 
ed himfelf, had become to him an 
object of importance. A country 
gentleman he confidered as the moit 
refpectable chara¢ter in nature; and 
he talked as if honour, truth, and 
fincerity, were confined to them 
alone. Every man who lived inthe 
world, he confidered as a villain; 
and every woman who pafied much 
of the time in town, he made no 
feruple to fay, was no better than 
fhe {ould be. At firft, it aftonifhed 
n.eto hear a man of his good fenie 


(173) 


and benevolent difpofitions, talk of 
fome of the moft amiable charaéters 
of the age in the moft difrefpeétful 
terms. hen I endeavoured to put 
him to — he at once cut me 
fhort, by faying, he could have no 
doubt of the truth of what he ad 
vanced, as he had been told fuch and 
fuch a thing by his friend and 
neighbour Mr. wnright, who 
feorned to flatter any man, or to 
tell any thing but the truth. 

** I foon had an opportunity of 
judging how far the country-gentle- 
men were entitled to the high chae 
racter my friend had given them for 
honour and integrity. The morn- 
ing after I arrived, my hoft inform- 
ed ime he was obliged to attend a 
county-meeting, where there was to 
be bufinefs of confiderable import- 
ance, in which he was deeply inte- 
refted; and, as he could not ftay at 
home with me, I readily confented 
to accompany him. He had drefled 
himfelf for the occafion ; that is, he 
had fhaved his beard, and put on a 
clean fhirt. It remained to deter 
mine how we fhould travel. At 
firft, he propofed to go a horfeback : 
but the appearance of a black cloud 
made him think of the carriage. It 
then occurred, that taking the cars 
riage would ftop the plough; and it 
was determined we fhould ride. But, 
as we were going to mount, the re- 
colleétion of a cold, attended with 
fome threatenings of a fore throat 
he had had the week before, made 
him again refolve upon the carriage. 
In fhort, 1 found, that my poor 
friend, naturally of an undecifive 
temper, and having no proper objec 
to fill his mind, had accuftomed him- 
felf to deliberate on every trifle, as 
if it had been an affair of the greatett 
confequence. At length, we fet out 
in the carriages but not till repeat- 
edinftructions were given to John 

to 
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to drive only two miles the firft hour, 
and not more than three, or three 
and a quarter, afterwards. 

. “ Qn the road, we met with fome 
incidents that were amuling enough. 
In the midft of a ferious converia- 
tion on the ttate of the nation, in 
which Acafto was propoting plans ot 
reformation, and tracing all our pre- 
fent calamities to the prevalence of 
the mercantile intereft in parliament, 
and the fhameful neglect of the 
country-gentlemen, we happened to 

afs the houfe of a cottager, who had 
faid down a load of coals rather too 
near the high-road; which Acafto no 
fooner perceived than he ftopped the 
carriage, and calling out the poor 
man, Seis to rate him as if he had 
been guilty of the groffeit offence. 

Not fatisfied with ordering the nui- 
funce to be removed, he thought it 
neceflary to reprefent, in ftrong co- 
lours, all the poffible mifchiets that 
might have enfued from it. ‘* What 
might have happened,” faid he, ** if 
my horfes had ftartled, God only 
knows !—Had + we been overturned 
my carriage might have been broken, 
or my horfes killed, and even I :ny- 
felf might have been hurt.”’ 

“ This circumftance, trifling as 
it was, ruffled my friend fo much, 
that it was fome time before he 
could refume the thread of his con- 
verfation. Some other incidents of 
the fame kind gave him an oppor- 
tunity of difplaying his attention to 
the police of the country, and of 
inprefling me with an idea of the 
obligations he had thereby conferred 
on his fellow-citizens. At length 
we arrived at the county-town, aud 
immediately drove to the court- 
houfe, where we found a very nu- 
merous meeting, 

**.} foon found, that the import- 
ant bufinefs which had brought fo 
many gentlemen from their own 
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houfes, was to determine whether @ 
bridge fliould be built at one end of 
a village or,the other. From the 
courte of the argument, if argument 
it could be called, I plainly per. 
ceived, that, to the public, it was 
a matter of the moft perfect indiffe:- 
ence, But, if executed in one way, 
it would accommodate a gentleman 
who had acquired a large tortune in 
the courfe ot trade, and had lately 
ee 0 an eflate in the neigh- 
ourhood, on which he had buile 
an elegant houfe. Acafto, and bis 
triend Mr. Downright, ftrenuoufly 
oppofed the plan of accommodating 
this novus ome, who had prefumed 
to buy one of the beft eftates in the 
county, from the heir of an an- 
cient family, at a higher price than 
any body elfe would have given for 
it. For my own part, I was truly 
mortified to obferve in both parties 
as much trick and chicane as might, 
when properly varnithed, have done 
honour to the moft finifhed ttatefinen, 
In one thing only I ditcovered that 
open plainnefs, on which country- 
gentlemen are fo apt to value them- 
felves, and that was in the language 
in which they addrefled each other. 
There, indeed, they were fufficient- 
ly plain; and no where did I ever 
obferve a more total neglect of the 
favourite maxim of Lord Chefter- 
field, fortiter in re, /uaviter in mado. 

**On our way home, Acatto en- 
tertained me with the characters of 
the gentlemen we had feen; but he 
might have faved himfelf the trou- 
ble; for, by recollecting how they 
voted, I fhould immediately have 
known which of them were honeit 
and fincere, and which, mean tume- 
ferving fycophants. 

“J fhall not trouble my readers 
with any reflections on Acafto’s cha- 
racter. It is plain, that the little 
peculiaritics which, with all his “6 
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tural good fenfe and benevolence, 
expofe him hourly to ridicule or 
to cenfure, have been occafioned by 
his retreat from the world, and b 

that folitude in which he has livéd 
fo long. Seldom, indeed, have I 
known any one that did not, in 
fome degree, fuffer from it; that 
did not, more or lefs, become {fel- 
fi) and contracted, conceited and 
opinionative. I never fee a young 
heir fluttering about town in the 
circle of gaiety, without feeling an 
emotion of compaflfion. In a few 
years, when he comes to be fup- 
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planted in that circle by a younger 
fet, no refource remains for him 
but a retreat to the country, where 
he mutt pafs his days cither in a ftate 
of lrittéfs inactivity, or in¢purluits 
unworthy of a rational bane. I 
would, therefore, earneitly recom- 
mend it to every parent, to educate 
the-heir of his tort 0 fome pro- 
fefion; to fet before him fome ob- 
ject that may fill his mind, may 
reufe him to action, and may make 
him at once a happy and refpectable 
member of fociety. 





REMARKS, by Sir Josnua Reywnoxps, on the fhort Dialogue in 
SHAKSPEARE’s Macsetn, which begins with, “ This Caftle hath a 


pleafant Seat.” 


| From Mr. Marone’s Supplement to the laft Edition of SHaksPEare. ] 


“ HIS fhort dialorue between 

Duncan and Banquo, 
whilft they are approaching the 
gates of Macbeth’s caftle, has al- 
ways appeared to me a ftriking 
inftance of what in paihting is term- 
ed repofe. Their converfation very 
naturally turns upon the ey | of 
its fituation, and the pleafantnets of 
the air; and Banquo obferving the 
martlet’s nefts in every recefs of the 
cornice, remarks, that where thofe 
birds moft breed and haunt, the air 
is delicate. The fubjeét of this 
quiet and eafy converfation gives 
that repofe fo neceflary to the mind 
after the tumultuous buftle of the 





preceding fcenes, and perfeély con- 
trafts the fcene of horror that imme- 
diately fucceeds. It feems, as if 
Shakipeare afked himfelf, What is 
a prince likely to fay to his attend- 
ants on fuch an occafion? Whereas 
the modern writers feem, on the 
contrary, to be always fearching for 
new thoughts, fuch as would never 
occur to men in the fituation which 
is reprefented.————T his alfo is fre- 
quently the practice of Homer, who 
from the midft of battles and hor- 
rors, relieves and refrefhes the mind 
of the reader, by introducing fome 
quiet rural image, or picture of ta- 
miliar domeftic lite.” 
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ODE for th NEW YEAR, 170. 


By WILLIAM WHITEHEAD, Eq. Poet Laureat, 


N D dares infulting France pretend 
To grafp the trident of the main, 
And hope the aftonifh’d world fhould bend 
Tothe mock pageantry affum’d in vain? 
What, though her fleets the billows load, 
What, though her mimick thunders roar, 
She bears the enfigns of the god, 
But not his delegated power. 
Even from the birth of Time, ’twas heaven’s decree, 
The queen of ifles fhould reign fole emprefs of the fea. 
United Bourbon’s giant pride 
Strains every nerve, cach effort trics, 
With all but juftice on its fide, 
‘That flrength can give, or perfidy devife. 
Dread they not Him who rules the tky, 
Whofe nod direéts the whirlwind’s f{peed, | 
Who bears his red right arm on high " 
For vengeance on the perjur’d head ? ‘ 
Th’ Almighty Power, by whofe auguft decree 
The Queen of Ifles alone is fovereign of the fea? 
Vain glorious France! deluded Spain! 
Whom ev’n experience warns in vain, 
Is there afea, that dathing pours 
Its big waves round your trembling fhores ; 
Is there a promontory’s brow 
That does not Britain’s vaft atchievements know ? 
Atk Bifcay’s rolling flood, 
Aik the proud Celtic fteep, 
How oft her navies rode 4 
Triumphant o’er the deep? , q 
Afk ale fummits that beheld your fate ; 
Ady Calpe’s jutting front, fair caufe of endlefs hate, 
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Yet ’midft the loudeft blafts of fame, 
When moft the admiring nations gaze, 
What to herfelf does Britain claim ? 
—Not to herfelf the gives the praife, 
But low in duft her head the bows, 
And proftrate pays her grateful vows 
To Him, the Almighty Pow’r, by whofe decree 
She reigns, and {till fhall reign, fole emprefs of the fea, 





































SONG. By the late Chancellor HOADL Y, 
[ From the Weftminfter Magazine. ] 


HEN Chloe try’d her virgin fires, 
And firft her fhafts let fly ; 
She fill’d my breaft with vague defires— 
—I1 thought it was her eye. 


When melting ftrains fell from her mouth, 
Which gods might wilh to fip ; 

When all was harmony and truth, 
—I thought it was her lip. 


But when fhe danced, fuch air, fuch grace, 
W hat mortal could efcape ? 

I look’d no longer on her face, 
I {wore it was her fhape. 


When feen by chance, her breaft befpoke 
The purity within ; 

Her {nowy arm—her iv’ry neck— 
*Twas then her lovely fkin. 


Nor eye, nor fhape, nor neck nor face, 
My bofom did enthrall : 

—’ Twas Sense I tound, the happy grace, 
That gave acharm to all, 


Extraét from Mr. HAYLEY’s Ertstre to a Faienp, on the Death 
of JOHN THORNTON. 


URE mind! whofe mecknefs, in thy mortal days, 
Purfuing virtue, ftill retir’d from praife; 

Nor wifh’d that friendthip fhould on marble give 
That perfect image of thy worth to live, 
Which ’twas thy aim alone to leave — 
On the clofe tablet of ber faithful brea 
If now her verfe againft thy wih rebel, 
And ftrive to blazon, what fhe lov’d fo weil, 
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Forgive the tender thought, the moral fong, 

Which would thy virtues to the world prolong ; 

That refcued from the grave’s oblivious flade, 

Their ufeful luftre may be ftill furvey’d, 

Dear to the penfive eye of fond regret, 

As light ftill beaming from a fun that’s fet. 

Ojt to our giddy mule thy voice has taught 

The juft ambition of poetic thought ; 

Bid her bold view to lateft time extend, 

And ftrive to make futurity her friend. 

Jf any verfe, her little art can frame, 

May win the partial voice of diftant fame, 

Be it the verte, whofe fond ambition tries 

To paift the mind in truth’s unfading dyes, 

Tho’ firm, yet tender, ardent, yet refin’d; 

With Roman ftrength and Attic grace combin’d. 
What tho’ undeck’d with titles, power, and wealth, 

Great were thy generous deeds, and done by ftealth ; 

For thy pure bounty from obfervance ftole, 

Nor with’d applaufe, but from thy confcious foul. 

Tho’ thy plain tomb no fculptur’d form may fhew, 

No boattful witnefs of fufpected woe : 

Yet heavenly fhapes, that fhun the glare of day, 

To that dear fpot fhall nightly vifits pay : 

Pale Science there fhall o’er her votary ftrew 

Her flow’rs, yet moift with forrow’s recent dew. 

There Charity, Compaflion’s lovely child, 

In ruftic notes pathetically wild, 

With grateful bleffings bid thy name endure, 

And mourn the patron of her village poor. 

F’en from the midnight fhew with mufic gay, 

The foul of Beauty to thy tomb fhall ftray, 

In fweet diftraction fteal from prefent mirth, 

To figh unnotice’d o’er the hallow’d earth, 

Which hides thofe lips, that glow’d with tender fire, 

And fung her praifes to no common lyre: 

But Friendfhip, wrapt in forrow’s deepeft gloom, 

Shall keep the longeit vigils at thy tomb ; 

Her wounded breatt, difdainful of relief, 

There claimsa fond preeminence in grief: 

She, as the feafon’s of the year return, 

Shall place thy fav’rite plants around the urn, 

Which, in the luxury of tender thought, 

Her care fhall raife, with plaintive emblems wrought, 

Recalling ever, with remembrance {weet, 

Thy kind attachment to her calm retreat. 
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CHARACTERS of HERODOTUS, THUCYDIDES, 
and XENOPHON. 


[ From Mr. Hayzrey’s Effay on Hittory, ] 


O Hiftory! whofe pregnant mines impart 
Unfailing treafures to poetic art ; 


The Epic gem, and thofe of darker hues, 
Whofe trembling luftre decks the tragic Mufe ; 
If, juftly. confcious of thy powers, I raife 
A votive tablet to record thy praife, 
That ancient temple to my view unfold, 
Where thy firft Sons, on Glory’s litt enroll’d, 
To Fancy’s eye, in living forms, appear, 
And fill with Freedom’s notes the raptur’d ear! — 
The dome expands !—Behold th’ Hittoric Sire ! 
Ionic rofes mark his foft attire; 
Bold in his air, but graceful in his mien 
As the fair figure of his favour’d Queen, 
When her proud galley fham’d the Perfian van, 
And grateful Xerxes own’d her more than man! 
Soft as the ftream, whofe dimpling waters play, 
And wind in lucid lapfe their pleafurable way, 
His rich, Homeric elocution flows, 
For all the Mufes modulate his profe : 
Tho’ blind Credulity his ftep mitleads 
Thro’ the dark mift of her Egyptian meads, 
Yet when return’d, with patriot paffions warm, 
He paints the progrefs of the Perfian ftorm, 
In Truth’s illumin’d field, his labours'rear, 
A trophy worthy of the Spartan {pear : 
His eager country, in the Olympic vale, 
; Throngs with proud joy to catch the martial tale. 
‘ Behold! where Valour, refting on his lance, 
’ Drinks the fweet found in rapture’s filent trance, 
Then, with a grateful fhout of fond acclaim, 
Hails the juft herald of his country’s fame ! 
But mark the Youth, in dumb delight immers’d! 
See the proud tear of emulation burtt! 
O faithful tign of a fuperior foul! 
Thy prayer is heard :—’tis thine to reach the goal, 
Sec! bleft OLorus! fee the palmis won! . 
Sublimity and Wifdom crown thy Son: 
His the rich prize, that caught his early gaze, 
Th’ eternal treafure of increafing praife! 
Pure from the ftain of favour, or of hate, 
His nervous line unfolds the deep Debate ; 
Explores the feeds of War; with matchlefs force 
Draws Difcord, {pringing from Ambition’s fource, 
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With all her Demagogues, who murder Peace, 
In the fierce ftruggles of contentious Greece. 
Stript by Ingratitude of juft command— 
Above refentment to a thanklefs land, 

Above all envy, rancour, pride, and fpleen, 
In exile patient, in difgrace ferene, 

And proud to celebrate, as Truth infpires, 
Each patriot Hero, that his foul admires— 
The saps trumpet of renown he blows, 
In fage retirement ’mid the Thracian f{nows. 
But to untimely filence Fate devotes 

Thofe lips, yet trembling with imperfect notes, 
And bafe Oblivion threatens to devour 

Ev’n this firft offspring of hiftoric power. 

A generous guardian of a rival’s fame, 

Mars the dark Fiend in this malignant aim: 
Accomplifh’d Xenoruon! thy truth has fhewn 
A brother’s glory facred as thy own: 

O rich in all the blendid gifts, that grace 
Minerva’s darling fons of Attic race! 

The Sage’s olive, the Hiftorian’s palm, 

‘The Victor’s laurel, all thy name embalm! 
The fimple diction, free from glaring art, 
With fweet allurement fteals upon the heart ; 
Pure as the rill, that Nature’s hand refines, 
Clear, as thy harmony of foul, it fhines. 
‘Two paftions there by foft contention pleafe, 
The love of martial Fame, and learned Eafe: 
Thefe friendly colours, exquifitely join’d, 
Form the inchanting picture of thy mind. 
‘Thine was the praife, bright models to afford 
To Casar’s rival pen, and rival {word : 
Bleft, had Ambition not deftroy’d his claim 
To the mild luitre of thy purer fame! 

Thou pride of Greece! in thee her triumphs end: 
And Roman chiefs in borrowed pomp afcend. 


Character of VOL TAIRE. 


{ From the fame. ] 


HO?’ pontiffs execrate, and kings betray, , 
Let not this fate your generous warmth allay, 

Ye kindred worthies! who ftill dare to wield 

Reafon’s keen fword, and roleration’s fhield, 

{n climes where perfecution’s iron mace 

Is rais’d to maffacre the human race! 


The 
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The heart of Nature will your virtue feel, 

And her immortal voice reward your zeal : 

Firft in her praife her fearlefs champians live, 

Crown’d with the nobleft palms that earth can give. 

Firm in this band, who to her aid advance, 

And high amid th’ hiftoric fons of France, 

Delighted nature faw, with partial care, 

‘The lively vigour of the gay Votraire; 

And fondly gave him, with AnacrEzon’s fire, 

To throw the hand of age acrofs the lyre: 

But mute that vary’d voice, which pleas’d fo long ! 

Th’ hiftorian’s tale is clos’d, the poet’s fong ! 

Within the narrow tomb behold him lie, 

Who fill’d fo large a {pace in learning’s eye! 

Thou mind unweary’d! thy long toils are o’er; 

Cenfure and praife can touch thy ear no more: 

Still let me breathe with juft regret thy name, 

Lament thy foibles, and thy powers proclaim! 
On the wide fea of letters ’twas thy boaft 

To croud each fail, and touch at every coat: 

From that rich deep how often haft thou brought 

The pure and precious pearls of {plendid thought ! 

How did’ft thou rriumph on that fubject-tide, 

Till vanity’s wild guft, and ftormy pride, 

Drove the ftrong bark, in evil hour, to fplit 

Upon the fatai rock of impious wit! 

But be thy failings cover’d by thy tomb! 

And guardian laurels o’er thy afhes bloom! 
From the long annals of the world thy art, 

With chemic procefs, drew the richer part; 

To hift’ry gave a philofophic air, 

And made the intereft of mankind her care ; 

Pleas’d her grave brow with garlands to adorn, 

And from the rofe of knowledge ftrip the thorn. 
Thy lively eloquence, in profe, in verfe, 

Still keenly bright, and clegantly terfe, 

Flames with bold fpirit; yet is idly rath: 

Thy promis’d light is oft a dazzling flafh; 

Thy wifdom verges to farcaftic {port, 

Satire thy joy! and ridicule thy fort! 

But the gay genius of the Gallic foil, 

Shrinking from folemn tafks of ferious toil, 

Thro’ every fcenehis playful air maintains, 

And in the light memoir unrival’d reigns, 

Thy wits, O France! (as e’en thy critics own) 

Support not hiftory’s majeftic tone ; 

They, like thy foldiers, want, in feats of length, 

The perfevering foul of Brinth ftrencth. 
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Charaéters of CLARENDON, BURNET, RAPIN 


RYT-@ E T R , 


LYTTELTON, 
[ From the fame. ] 


AIL to thee, Britain! hail! delightful land! 

I {pring with filial joy to reach thy ftrand:; 
And thou! bleft nourifher of fouls, fublime 
As e’er immortaliz’d their native clime, 
Rich in poetic treafures, yet excufe 
The trivial offering of an humble Mufe, 
Who pants to add, with fears by love o’ercome, 
Her mite of glory to thy countlefs fum! 
With vary’d colours, of the richett die, 
Fame’s brilliant banners o’er thy offspring fly : 
In native vigour bold, by freedom led, 
No path of honour have they fail’d to tread: 
But while they wifely plan, and bravely dare, 
Their own atchievements are their lateft care. 
Tho’ Campen, rich in learning’s various ftore, 
Sought in tradition’s mine truth’s genuine ore, 
The watte of hift’ry lay in litelefs fhade, 
Tho’ Raw Le1Gu’s piercing eye that world furvey’d. 
Tho’ inightier naines there caft a cafual glance, 
They feem’d to faunter round the field by chance, 
Till CLARENDON arofe, and in the hour 
When civil difcord wak’d each mental power, 
With brave defire to reach this diftant goal, 
Strain’d all the vigour of his manly foul. 
Nor truth, nor frecdom’s injured powers, allow 
A wreath unfpotted to his haughty brow: 
Friendflip’s firm fpirit fill his fame exalts, 
With fweet atonement for his leffer faults. 
His pomp of phrafe, his period of a mile, 
And all the maze of his bewilder’d ftyle, 
I}lum’d by warmth of heart, no more offend: 
W hat cannot tafte forgive, in FALKLAND’s friend ? 
Nor flow his praifes trom this fingle fource ; 
One province of his art difplays his force : 
His portraits boaft, with features ftrongly like, 
The fotr precition of the clear VANDYKE: 
‘lho’ like the painter, his faint talents yield, 
And fink embarrafs’d in the epic field. 
Yet fhall his labours long adorn our ifle, 
Like the proud glories of fome Gothic pile: 
They, tho’ conttructed by a bigot’s hand, 
Nor nicely finifli’d, nor correctly plan’d, 
With tolemn majeity, and pious’ gloom, 
An awful influence o’er the mind affume ; 
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And from the alien eyes of every fect 
Attract obfervance, and command refpeét. 
In following years, when thy great name, Nassau! 
Stampt the bleft deed of liberty and law; 
When clear, and guiltlefs of oppreffion’s rage, 
There rofe in Britain an Auguftan age, 
And clufter’d wits, by emulation bright, 
Diffus’d o’er Anna’s reign their mental light ; 
‘That conftellation feem’d, tho’ ftrong its flame, 
= — the {plendor of hiftoric fame: 
et Burnev’s page may lafting glory ho 
Howe’er infulted by the fpleen of Port. ye 
Tho’ his rough language hafte and warmth denote, 
With ardent honetty of foul he wrote ; 
Tho’ critic cenfures on his work may fhower, 
Like faith, his freedom has a faving power. 
Nor fhalt thou want, Rarrn! thy well earn’d praife; 
The Sage Porysivs thou of modern days! 
Thy fword, thy pen, have both thy namé endear’d; 
‘This join’d our arms, and that our ftory clear’d: 
Thy toreign hand difcharg’d th’ hiftorian’s truft, 
Uniway’d by party, and to freedom juft. 
‘To letter’d tame we owe thy fair pretence, 
From patient labour, and from candid fenfe. 
‘Yet public favour, ever hard to fix, 
Flew from thy page, as heavy and prolix. 
For foon, emerging from the fophifts’ {chool, 
With fpirit eager, yet with judgment cool, 
With fubtle {kill to fteal upon applaufe, 
And give falfe vigour to the weaker caufe ; 
To paint a fpecious fcene with niceft art, 
Retouch the whole, and varnith every part; 
Graceful in ftyle, m argument acute ; 
Matter of every trick in keen difpute! 
With thefe ftrong powers to form a winning tale, 
And hide deceit in moderation’s veil, 
High on the pinnacle of fafhion plac’d, 
Hume fhone the idol of hittoric ratte. 
Already, piere’d by freedom’s fearching rays, 
The waxen fabric of his fame decays.— 
Think not, keen fpirit! that thefe hands enw 
To tear each leaf of laurel from thy tomb! 
Thefe hands! which, if a heart of human frame 
Could ftoop to harbour that ungenerous aim, — 
Would fhield thy grave, and give, with guardian care, 
Each type of eloquence to flourifh there! 
But public love commands the paintul tatk, 
From the pretended fage to ftrip the mafk, 
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When his falfe tongue, averfe to freedom’s caufe, 

Profanes the fpirit of her ancient laws. 

As Afia’s foothing opiate drugs, by ftealth, 

Shake ev’ry flacken’d nerve, and fap the health; 

Thy writing’s thus with noxious charms refin’d, 

Seeming to foothe its ills, unnerve the mind. 

While the keen cunning of thy hand pretends 

To ftrike alone at party’s abjeé ends, 

Our hearts more free from faction’s weeds we feel, 

But they have loft the flower of patriot zeal. 

Wild as thy feeble metaphyfic page, 

Thy hift’ry rambles into fceptic rage; 

Whofe giddy and tantattic dreams abufe 

A Hamppen’s virtue, and a SHAKsPEARE’s mufe. 
With purer fpirit, free from party’s ftrife, 

To foothe his evening hour of honour’d life, 

See candid Lyrreron at length unfold 

The deeds of liberty in days ot old! 

Fond of the theme, and narrative with age, 

He winds the lengthen’d tale thro’ many a page; ~ 

But there the beams,of patriot virtue fhine ; 

There truth and treedom fanctify the line, 

And laurels, due to civil wifdom, fhield 

This noble Neftor of th’ hiftoric field. 


Cenfure of Mr. GIBBON ’s irreligious Spirit, and Defence of his 


Paifion for Fame. 
[From the fame. ] 


HINK not my verfe means blindly to engage : 
In harflhi detence of thy protaner page! . 
Tho’ keen her fpirit, her attachment fond, 
Bafe fervice cannot fuit with triendfhip’s bond; 
Too firm from duty’s facred path to turn, 
She breathes an honeft figh of deep concern, 
And pities genius, when his wild career 
Gives faith a wound, or innocence a fear. 
Humanity herfelf, divinely mild, 
Sublime religion’s meek and modeft child, 
Like the dumb fon of Croxsvs, in the ftrife, 
Where force affail’d his father’s facred life, 
Breaks filence, and with filial duty warm, 
Bids thee revere her parent’s hallow’d form! 
Far other founds the ear of learning ftun, 
From proud theology’s contentious fon; ’ 
Lefs eager to correct, than to revile, 
Rage in his voice! and rancour in his ftyle! 
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His idle fcoffs with coarfe reproof deride 

Thy generous thirft of praife, and liberal pride ; 
Becaufe thy fpirit dares hes with avow, 

Which reafon owns, and wifdom mutt allow! 
The noble inftingt, love of lafting fame, 

Was wifely planted in the human frame : 

From hence the brighteft rays of hiftory flow ; 
To this their vigour and their ufe they owe. 
Nor fcorns fair virtue this untainted Reiea 
From hence fhe often draws her lovely force : 
For heaven this paffion with our life combin’d, 
Which, like a central power, impels the languid mind. 
When, clear from envy’s cloud, that general peft! 
It burns moft brightly in the author’s breaft, 

Its foothing hopes his various pains beguile, 
And give to learning’s face her fweeteit fmile: 
What joy, to think his genius may create 
FExiftence far beyond the common date ! 

His wealth of mind to lateft ages give, 

And in futurity’s affeétion live ! 

From unborn beauty, ftill to fancy dear, 

Draw with ,oft magic the delightful tear! 

Or thro’ the bofom of far diftant youth, 

Spread the warm glow of liberty and truth! 

O Gisson! by thy frank ambition taught, 
Let me like thee maintain th’enlivening thought, 
That, from oblivion’s killing cloud fecure, 

My hope may profper, and my verfe endure : 
While thy bright name, on hiftory’s car fublime, 
Rolls in juft triumph o’er the field of time, 

May I, unfaltering, thy long march attend, 

No flattering flave! but an applauding friend! 
Difplay th’ imperfeét ketch 1 fondly drew, 

Of that wide province, where thy laurels sg 
And, honour’d with a wreath of humbler bays, 
Join the loud pzxan of thy lafting praife! 


Conclufion of Mifs Sewarv’s ELEGY on Captain Cooks. 


OW leads Humanity the deftin’d way, 
N Where all the loves in Oraheite ftray. 
To bid the arts difclofe their wond’rous pow’rs, 
To bid the virtues confecrate the bow’rs, 
She gives her hero to its blooming plain.—— 
Nor has he wander’d, has he bled in vain! 
His lips perfuafive charm th’uncultur’d youth, 
‘Teach wifdom’s lore, and point the path of truth. 


See 
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See! *chaften’d love in fofter glances flows, 
See! with new fires parental. duty glows. . 


Thou finiling Eden of the fouthern wave, 
Could not, alas! ‘thy grateful withes five 
That angel goodnefs, which had blef3’d thy plain ? 
Ah! vain thy gratitude, thy witlies vain! 
On a far diftant, and remorielefs fhore, 
Where human fiends their dire libations pour : 
Where treachery, hov’ring o’er the blafted heath, 
Poifes with ghaitly fmile the darts of dearth, 

Piere’d by their venom’d points, your favorite bleeds, 
And ott his limbs the luft of hunger feeds! , 
Thus when, of old, the mufe-born Orpheus bore 

Fair arts and virtues to the Thracian fhore ; 

Struck with {weet energy the warbling wire, 

And pour’d perfuafion trom th’ immortal lyre ; 

As foften’d brutes, the waving woods among, 
Bow’d their meek heads, and litten’d to the fon¢e: 
Near, and more near, with rage and tumult loud, 
Round the bold bard th’ inebriate maniacs crowd.— 
Red on th’ ungrateful foil his life-blood fwims, 

And fiends and furies tear his quiv’ring limbs! 


Gay Eden of the fouth, thy tribute pay, 
And raife, in pomp of woe, thy Cooxs’s +Morai! 
Bid mild Omia bring his choicett ftores, 
The juicy fruits, and the luxuriant flow’rs ; 
Bring the bright plumes, that drink the torrid ray, 
And ttrew each lavifh {poil on Cooke’s Morai! 


Come, Oberca, haplefs fair one! come, . 
With piercing fhrieks bewail thy hero’s doom !— 2 
She comes !—fhe gazes round with dire furvey !— 

Oh! fly the mourner on her frantic way. 

See! fee! the pointed ivory wounds that head, 

Where late the Loves impurpled rofes fpread ; 

Now ftain’d with gore, her raven-treffes flow, 

In ruthlefs negligence of mad’ning woe; © re 


* Chaften’d love —Captain Cooke obferves, in his fecond voyage, that the women of 
Otaheite were grown more modeft, and that the barbarous practice of deftroying 


their children was leflened 





+ Morai.—The Morai is a kind of funeral altar, which the people of Otaheite raife 
tothe memory of their deceafed fiiends. ‘They bring to it a daily tribyte of fruits, 
flowers, and the plumage of birds. The chief mourncr wanders around it in a flate 
of apparent diftraction, thrieking furioufly, and ftriking at intervals a fhark’s tooth 
into her head. All people fly her, as the aims at wounding not only hericif, but 
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Loud fhe laments!—and long the nymph fhall ftray 
With wild unequal ftep round Cooxe’s Morai! 


But ah!—aloft on Albion’s rocky fteep, 
That frowns incumbent o’er the boiling deep, 
Solicitous, and fad, a fofter form 
Eyes the lone flood, and deprecates the {torm.— 
Iil-fated matron !—for alas! in vain 
Thy eager glances wander o’er the main! —— 
’Tis the vex’d billows, that infurgent rave, 
Their white foam filvers*yonder diftant wave, 
Tis not his fails!—thy hufband comes no more! 
His bones now whiten an accurfed fhore !—— 
Retire,—for hark! the fea-gull flirieking foars, 
The lurid atmofphere portentous low’rs ; 
Night’s fullen fpirit groans in ev’ry gale, 
And o’er the waters draws the darkling veil, 
Sighs in thy hair, and chills thy throbbing breaft— 
Go, wretched mourner!—weep thy griefs to reft! 


Yet, tho’ through life is loft each fond delight, 
Tho’ fet thy earthly fun in dreary night, 
Oh! raife thy thoughts to yonder ftarry plain, 
And own thy forrow felfifh, weak, and vain; 
Since, while Britannia, to his virtues juft, 
Twines the bright wreath, and rears th’ immortal buf; 
While on each wind of heav’n his fame fhall rife, 
In endlefs incenfe to the fmiling tkies ; 
The attendant Power, that bade his fails expand, 
And watt ber bleffings to each barren land, 
Now raptur’d bears him to th’ immortal oe 
Where mercy hails him with congenial ftrains ; 
Where foars, on joy’s white plume, his {pirit free, 
And angels choir him while he waits for Thee. 


A Thought at the Grave of JOSEPH HIGHMORE, Efq. 
in CanTrerBuRY Cathedral. 


A* TIST or Sage, by chance or leifure led, 
To view thefe fond memorials of the dead, 
Paufe o’er this ftone, to worth and genius juft, 

And learn what here is crumbling into duft! 

An cye, a hand, whofe magic powers could fave 
From age and death the beauteous and the brave; 
Could bid late times admire each Gunning’s charms, 
And Wolfe and William bioom, ftill green in arms: 
A head, which daily added to its ftore 

Of ufetul knowledge, and yet fought for more: 









































(188) P O E TR Y, 


A heart, to pity prone, in age, in vouth, 

Warm’d with the love of virtue and of truth: 

A mind—“ Not fo,”” Rexicion fmiling cries ; 
‘“* That fpurns the grave, and triumphs in the fkies.” 


ODE for his MAJESTY’s Birru-Day, June 4, 1780. 


By Witiiam WuiTeneAD, Efq. Poet Laureat, 


TILL o’er the deep does Britain reign, 
Her Monarch ftill the Trident bears ; 
Vain glorious France, deluded Spain, 
Have found their boafted efforts vain, 


Vain as the fleeting fhades when orient light appears. 


As the young eagle to the blaze of day 

Undazzled and undaunted turns his eyes, 
So unappall’d, where glory led the way, 

Midtt ftorms of war, midft mingling feas and fkies, 
The genuine offspring of the Brunfwick name 
Prov’d his high birth’s hereditary claim, 

And the applauding nation hail’d with joy 
Their future hero in the intrepid boy. 


Prophetic as the flame that fpread 
Round the young Iulus’ head, 
Be that blett omen of fuccefs !—The Mufe 
Catches thence exftatic views, 
Sees new laurels nobly won 
As the circling years roll on; 
Sees that triumphs of his own 
Each diftipguifh’d month fhall crown, 
And, ere this feftive day again 
_Returns to wake the grateful ftrain, 
Sees all that hoft of foes, 
Both to her glory and repofe, 
Bend their proud necks beneath Britannia’s yoke, 
And court that peace which their injuftice ner 


Still o’er the deep fhall Britain reign, 
Her Monarch ftill the Trident bear ; 
The warring world is leagu’d in vain 
To conquer thofe who know not fear. 
Grafp’d be the {pear by every hand, 
Let every heart united glow, 
Collected like the Theban Bend, 
Can Britain dread a foe ? 
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No; o’er the deep fhe ftill fhall reign, 
Her Monarch {till the Trident bear ; 

The warring world is leagu’d in vain 
To conquer thofe who know not fear! 


To MISS T—= of Oxrorp, on her SHELL WORK, repre- 


fenting the interview of Prospero and Muiranpa in the 


Cell. 


[ From Mr. Watrens’s Poems. } 


Win fond regard the fcene I view 
Which Shak{peare’s mighty genius drew, 
While female Fancy’s rival ftore 
Imparts a charm unfelt before. 
O would that great magician deign 
To lend awhile his golden pen, 
Then would I point each fecret fpot, 
Each coral cave, and pearly grot, 
Where the blue tides of ocean fpread, 
Or Avon wears his ancient bed, 
Whence the rich fpar, the cryftal bright, 
The golden glittering marcafite, 
Adorn the curious cell, that ftands 
The boaft of young Miranda’s hands. 
And firft behold the maid admir’d 
In {weet fimplicity attir’d, 
The rofe that blufhes all unfeen 
Amid the defart’s wildeft green ! 
Oh! That Ferdinand were by, 
From his own Miranda’s eye, 
With foothing fympathy fincere 
To kifs the filver fhedding tear ! 
Yet oh forbear to wipe away 
A tear that fhines with pity’s ray, 
Nor from the virgin’s breaft remove 
The gentle figh of filial love! 
Whoe’er th’ inchanting fcene fhall view, 
Shall catch the pleafing charm anew, 
Impatient fhall refolve the while 
To feek the poet’s defert ifle, 
And with for Ariel’s wings to dwell 
In magic Profper’s lonely cell. 
Fair architect, your plattic art, 
That thro’ the eye can touch the heart, 
Embellifh fiction’s wildeft theme, 
And realize the poet’s dream, 


With 
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With brighteft fancy’s potent fpell 
Hath built the hoar magician’s cell, 
Where oft he waves his fudden wand ; 
And with your graceful flowing hand 
Supplied each volume’s wond’rous ftore 
Where ftill he cons his miftic lore : 
Yours is the charm, with flowery bloom 
"That animates the rocky gloom ; 

‘That peoples the enchanted grove 
With virtue, fcience, beauty, love, 

Far in the defart fhades retir’d ; 

And makes Miranda more admir’d. 


Lines by a LADY, on obferving fome WHITE HAIRS on her 


Lover’s Heap. 


~ 


os "TFs, to whofe power reluctantly we bend, 
Foe to life’s fairy dreams, relentlefs Time, 

A like the dread of lover, and of friend, 

Why ftamp thy feal on manhood’s rofy prime ? 

Already twining ’midft my Thyrfis’ hair, 

The {nowy wreaths of age, the monuments of care. 


Thro’ all her forms, tho’ Naturc owns thy fway, 
That boafted fway thou’lt here exert in vain ; 
To the laft beam of life’s declining day, 

Thyrfis fhall view, unmov’d, thy potent reign. 
Secure to pleafe, while goodnefs knows to charm, 
Fancy and tafte delight, or fenfe and truth inform. 


Tyrant, when from that lip of crimfon glow, 
Swept by the chilling wing, the rofe fhall fly ; 
When thy rude fcythe indents his polifh’d brow, 
And quench’d is all the luftre of his eye; 

When ruthlefs age difperfes every grace, 

Each {mile that beams from that enchanting face— 


Then thro’ her ftores fhall active memory rove, 
Teaching each various charm to bloom anew, 

And fill the raptur’d eye of faithful love, 

Shall bend on Thyrifisats delightful view ; 

Still fhall he triumph, with refiitlefs power, 

Still rule the conquer’d heart to life’s remoteft hour. 


ODE 
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ODE to the DESERT. By Mu IR WIN, ! 
[From the Same,] ao | 

— HOU watte from ‘human fight retir’d, 
By nought efteem’d, invok’d, delir’d; 1 | 


Where ttony-hill, and fterilg:plain, »* 
And ever fullen filence reign: : 


Where nought is feen to chear the:¢ye, 
But ruffet earth, and funny tky ; 
Nor tree, nor herbage blefs the grownd, ts 
Nor ought to cherifh life is found : | 


Save, where the deer, whom fears affail, 
Shoots fuddenly athwart the vale ; 


If chance the found of diftant feee 
Approach his lonefome, dark retreat: 





Oh! while thy fecrets I explore, 
And traverfe all thy regions o’er; 
The patient camel I beftride,— 
May no ill-hap his fteps betide ! 


As on we prefs the burning foil, 

And through the winding vally toil: 
Still lend fome hill’s projecting height, 
To fcreen me from Sol’s piercing fight! 





And fhould our fcrips of water fail, 
And horrid thirft my lips affail; 
Then, then thy feanty drops impart, 
To renovate my fainting heart! 


Nor to thy toiling fon refufe, 
The trufie’s leaf, or berry’s juice ; 
Thefe ftinted products of the waite 
Luxurious let my cainel tafte! 


At noontide heat, and midnight cold, 

Thy vengeful ftores of wrath with-hold ; 
Nor bid the fudden whirlwind rife, ! 
To blend at once hills, vales, and ikies! a 





Dread caufe! too fubtle to define, 
Where horror, danger, ruin join! 
Stop, ftop its pettilential breath, 
That ’whelms a caravan in death! 


But, chief, whence lies our daily track, 


O turn the roving Arab back! 
6 Who 
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Who, tiger like, infefts the way, 
And makes the traveller his prey. 


As erft the fons of Ifrael fled, 

From Pharaoh’s reign, and Nilus’ bed: 
Here manna fell by God’s command, 
And water follow’d Mofes’ hand. 


So may old Nilus, paffing high, 

A portion of his floods fupply ; 
Invite the neighb’ring peafants toil, 
To cultivate thy alter’d foil! 


So be thy hills with verdure fpread, 
And trees adorn each naked head! 
So, in the thirfty vales below : 
Difcover’d fprings be taught to flow! 


So, teeming with neglected veins, 
Thy marble pay the fculptor’s pains ; 
Who, emulous of Grecian tatfte, 
May give an Athens to the watte! 


And on thy fartheft fandy fhore, 

Which hears the Red Sea’s billows roar, 
May commerce fmile, her fails unfold, 
And change thy iron age to gold! 





To Mrs. IRWIN. Prefixed by Mr. IRWIN, to his Eaftern Eclogues. 


AMP of my life, and fummit of my praife, 
The bright reward of all my toilfome days, 
Atter unnumbered ftorms and perils brav’d, 
‘The port in which my fhipwreck’d hopes were fav’d ; 
Who, when my youth had pleafure’s round enjoy’d, 
Came to my cravmg foul, and till’d the void! 
To thee, whofe feeling heart, and judgment chafte, 
Give thee of fancy’s luxuries to tatte ; 
To thee I dedicate thefe rambling lays, 
And hold thy {miles beyond a monarch’s bays. 
See on our biifs the nuptial year decline, 
And ftill the fun wiich lit it feems to fhine. 
Crown’d is our union with a fmiling boy, 
And thou ftill courted like a virgin coy. 
Ye fhades of lovers, witnefs what we feelew 
To modern couples vain were the appeal. 


Though human joys are ever on the wing, 
Though mall the tcope of life’s enchanted ring ; 


Though 
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Though Time advances with a courfer’s pace, 
And full muft rob thee of fome charm or grace ; 
No fights ungrateful can falute our eyes, 

Who ufe no optics but what love fupplies ; 

Who but in this betray a partial fide, 

Still each to each, the bridegroom and the bride! 


Th MARRIAGE of EVAL. 


[ From the Mrrror. ]} 


I. 
i U D from Jura’s rocky fhore, 


Heard ye the tumultuous roar ?—~ 

Sudden from the bridal feaft, 
By impetuous ire poffefs’d, 
Fury flafhing in their eyes, 
Kinfmen againit kinfmen rife: 
And iffuing to the fatal field, . 
Bend the bow, the falchion wield — 
From her eyry, with difmay, 
The tow’ring eagle foars away. 
The wiid-deer from their clofe retreat, 

Start with terror and amaze, 

Down on the furious conflict gaze, 
Then to deep forefts bend their nimble feet. 


Il. 


Ah! that recklefs fpeech fhould fire 
Kinfmen with inhuman ire!— 
Goaded by vindittive rage, 
Lo! the martial clans engage. 
Now the feather’d arrows fing ; 
Now the bofly targets ring. 
With rav’ning fwords the fudden foes, 
Now in fierce encounter clofe. 
Lo! the blade horrific gleams ; 
And now the purple torrent itreams : 
The torrent ftreams from Eval’s fide, 
Tinging, with his flowing gore 
The white foam on the fea-beat fliore.— 
Ah! who will fuccour his atiicted bride ? 


Ill. 





Lo! fhe flies with headlong {peed ; 
*© Bloody, bloody was the deed ;” 
Wild with piteous wail, fhe cries, 
Treties torn and fircamin, cyes ; 


1,80. N “ Lift 

















“ Lift, O! gently lift his head; 
“* Lay him on the bridal bed ; 
“ My kinfmen !—cyuel kinfinen ye! 
** Thefe your kindliett deeds to me! 
* Yes, the clay-cold bed prepare, 
“ The willing bride and bridegroom there 
¢ Will tarry ; will for ever dwell.— 
** Now, inhuman men, depart ; 
*¢ Go, triumph in my broken heart.” — 
‘She faid, fhe figh’d, a breathlefs corfe the fell. 


EXTRACT from Mr. Hayrey’s ODE to Joun Howarp, Efq. 


IS care, exulting Britain found 
Here firft difplay’d, not here confin’d! 

No fingle traét of earth could bound 
The active virtues of his mind. 
To all the lands, where’er the tear, 
That mourn’d the prifoner’s wrongs fevere, 
Sad Pity’s glift’ning cheek impeari’d, 
fager he fteer’d, with every fail unfurl’d, 
A triend to every clime! a patriot of the world! 


Ye nations thro’ whofe fair domain 
Our flying fons of joy have patt, 
By pleafure driven with loofen’d rein, 
Aitonith’d that they flew fo faft! 
How did the heart-improving fight, 
Awake your wonder and delight, 
When, in her unexainpled chace, 
Philanthropy outitript keen Pleafure’s pace, 
When with a warmer foul fhe ran a nobler race ! 


Where-e’cr her gencrous Briton went, 
Princes his fupplicants became: 
He feem’d the enquiring angel, fent 
‘Po ferutinize thei feeret thame. 
Captivity, where he appear’d, 
Her languid head with tranfport rear’d. 
And gazing on her godhike cueft, 
Like thofe of old, whom Heaven’s pure fervant bleft, 
k’cn by his thadow feem’d of demons difpofiett. 


Amaz’d her foreign children cry, 
Seeing their patron pafs along; 
‘*Oh! whois he, whote daring cye 
Can tearch into our hidden wrong ? 
What inonarch’s heaven-dtre¢ted mind, 
With royal bounty unconiin’d, 


Has 
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Has tempted Freedom’s fon to fhare 
Thefe perils ; fearching with an angel’s care 
Each cell of dire difeate, each cavern of defpair ?” 


No monarch’s word, nor lucre’s lutt 
Nor vain ambition’s reftlefs fire, 
Nor ample power that facred trutt! 
His lite-diffufing toils inipire : 
Rous’d by no voice, fave that whofe cries 
Internal bid the foul arife 
From joys, that only feein to blefs, 
From low purfuits, which little minds poffefs 
To nature’s nobleit aim, the fuccour of diftrefs! 


Taught by that God, in mercy’s robe, 
Who his ceeleftial throne refign’d, 
To free the prifon of the globe 
From vice, th’ oppreffor of the mind! 
For thee of mifery’s rights bereft, 
For thee, Captivity! he left 
Inviting Eafe, who, in her bower, 
Bade him with fmiles enjoy the golden hour, 
While Fortune deck’d his board with Pieafure’s feflive flower. 


While to thy virtue’s utmoft {cope 
I boldly ftrive my aim to raife 
As high as mortal hand may hope 
‘To fhoot the glittering fhatt of praife ; 
Say! Howarp, fay! what may the Mufe, 
Whofe melting eye thy merit views, 
What guerdon may her love defign ? 
What may fhe afk for thee, from Power Divine, 
Above the rich rewards which are already thine ? 


Sweet is the joy when fcicnce flings 

Her light on philofophic thought ; 

When Genius, with keen ardor, fprings 

To clafpthe lovel, truth he fought : 

Sweet is the joy, when Rapture’s fire 

Flows from the fpirit of the lyre ; 

When Liberty and Virtue roll 

Spring-tides of fancy o’er the poet’s foul, 

“That waft his flying bark thro’ feas above the pole. 
Sweet the delight, when the gall’d heart 

Feels Confolation’s lenient hand 

Bind up the wound trom Fortune’s dart 

With Friendfhip’s lite fupporting band! 

And fweeter fill, and far above 

Thefe fainter joys, when pureft love 

The foul his willing captive keeps ! 

When he in blifs the melting fpirit ftceeps, 

Who drops delicious tears, «and wonders that he weeps! ; 
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, But not the brighteft joy, which arts, 
In floods of mental light, beftow ; 
Nor'what firm triendfhip’s zeal i imparts, 
Bleft antidote of bittereft woe! 
Nor thofe that love’s fweet hours difpenfe, 
Can equal the ecftatic fente, 
When, fwelling to a fond excefs, 
The grateful praifes of reliev’d diftrefs, 
Re-echoed thro’ the heart, the foul of bounty blefs, 


Thefe tranfports, in no common ftate, 
Supremcly pure, fublimely ftrong, 
Above the reach of envious fate, 
Bleft Howarp! thefe to thee belong : 
While years encreafing o’er thee roll, 
Long may this funfhine of the ate 
New vigour to thy frame convey! 
Its radiance thro’ thy noon of lite difplay, 
And with fereneft light adorn thy clofing day! 


And when the power, who joys to fave, 
Proclaims the guilt of earth forgiven ; 
And calls the prifoners of the grave 
To all the liberty of heaven : 
In that bright day, whofe wonders blind 
The eye of the aftonifh’d mind ; 
When life’s glad angel fhall refume 
His ancient {way, announce to Death his doom, 
And from exiitence drive that tyrant of the tomb ; 


In that bleft hour, when feraphs fing 
The triumphs gain’din human itrife ; 
And to their new affociates bring 
The wreaths of everlafting life: 
May’ft thou, in glory’s hallow’d blaze, 
Approach the eternal fount of praife, 
With thofe who lead the angelic van, 
Thofe pure adherents to their Saviour’s plan, 
Who lived but to relieve the miferies of man! 


DOMESTIC 
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DOMESTIC LITERATURE, 


Of the Year 1780. 








“Ay “25 We to give an account, with extracts, of every publica- 
; tion of the vear, we fhould be obliged to run to a length ‘incon- 
fittent with our plan, and which, indeed, would be abfolutely imprac- 
ticable. At the fame time, we fhould interefere with thofe very ufeful 
and eftablithed periodical works, the Monthly and Critical Reviews; and, 
by coming after them, fhould only prefent paflages to our readers with 
which many of them are already acquainted. On the other hand, to 
take notice of no more than two or three confiderable performances, to the 
neglect of the rett, would juftly be efteemed a detect, and might even 
have the appearance of fome partiality. We fhall, theretore, ftrike into 
a middle courle, by giving a concife and general hiftory of the literature 
ot the year; in which, whilft trifling and unworthy productions are 
neglected, none are omitted, (unlefs by inadvertence) that are truly im- 
portant. In fhort, we fhall.endeavour to draw up fuch a fummary of the 
itate of learning as fhall tend to fet it in its true hght; and which will 
enable our readers to judge, from time to time, how far the genius, 
knowledge, and taite of the nation, are in a declining, or a progreflive 
condition, 





N giving the hiftoryv of the li- 

terature otf the year, the firft 
place is undoubtedly due to theolo- 
gy, as being in its nature,and ob- 
ject the moit important of all fci- 
ences: and here we have the hap- 
pinefs of beginning with a work of 
the greateft confequence, and the 
conduct of which reflects peculiar 
honour on our country. The work 
we mean is Dr. Kennicot’s edition 
of the Hebrew Bible, with the vari- 
ous readings that have been collected 
froma great number of manulcripts. 
A ftrange notion had long prevailed 
amonett divines, concerning what is 


called the Integrity of the Hebrew 
Text; that is, concerning the co- 
pies of it having been preferved 
abfolutely pure, and = uncorrupt. 
‘}hough this idea was abfurd in it. 
felt, and though no fuch perfection 
was fuppofed t. exit in the manu- 
fcripts of the New [ettament, yet 
it had almoft univerfaily occupied 
the mind of the Biblical critics. 
A few indeed, of greater fagacity, 
and of deeper, as well as more lie 
beral enquiry, amungft whom Cap- 
pellus was the moit diitinguithed, 
had found out, that there mutt nave 
been various errors crept into the 
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Bible as we now have it. But nei- 
ther he, nor any of thofe who were 
united in fentiment with him, fuf- 
pected that there were variations im 


the exifling manufcripts. This dif- 
covery was referved for Dr. Kenni- 
cott; and it gave birth to a fcheme 

ropofed by him, for collating the 
Hebrew manufcripts, not only in 
Great Britain, but in other parts of 
the world. In a detign fo laudable 
and extenfive, he has been fupport- 
ed by a fubfcription and encourage- 
ment which, we belicve, has not 
hitherto been equalled in the annals 
of literature. Being thus patro- 
nized, Dr. Kennicott hath carried 
on and completed his undertaking, 
ina manner which does the higheft 
credit to his integrity, diligence, 
judgment, and learning. By the 
publication of the fecond volume 
of this noble and beautiful edition 
of the Hebrew Bible, the whole 
work is now finifhed. The accu- 
rate and learned editor hath annex- 
ed to it a general differtation, giv- 
ing a full hiftory,.of the nature of 
the defign, and of the benefits re- 
fulting from it: and the truth of 
what he hath advanced will be ac- 
knowledged by thofe who are ac- 

nainted with the fubiect. There 
can be no doubt, but that great 
and frefli light will hence be thrown, 
not only upon the Old, but even 
upon the New Teftament, by a 
clearer and more fatisfactory expli- 
cation of fome of the prophecies 
concerning the Meffiah. Many 
other difliculties will alo be cleared 
up, which have perplexed the beft 
commentators; and what completes 
the value of Dr. Kennicott’s work 
is, that it affords a moft important 
preparation and affiftance for a new 
public tranflation of the Bible, or, 
at leaft, a tatal revifion of the com- 
mon verfion; an undertaking which 
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every judicious friend to Revelation 
mutt ardently defire. 

The critical ftudents of the Evan- 
gelical Hiftory have received far. 
ther aid in the profecution of their 
enquiries, by the Englith Harmony 
of Dr. Prieftley, which is accom- 
panied not only by his own notes 
and obfervations, but by thofe, like- 
wile, of fome tew of his friends. 
This gentleman, who is eminently 
diftinguifhed by his great abilities, 
and various writings, hath revived, 
and fupported, by additional argu 
ments, an hypothefis of the learned 
Mr. Nicholas Mann, that our Lord’s 
public miniftry lafted but little more 
than one year. Upon this plan, 
Dr. Priettley publifhed, in 1777, a 
Harmony in Greek. To both the 
Greek and Englifh Harmonies are 
prefixed differtations in defence 
and illuftration of his fyftem, and 
to the lattcr is added, a letter to 
Dr. Newcome, bithop of Offory, 
(now Watertord) who, in a Har- 
mony of the Fvyangelifts, printed 
in 1778, hath maintamed the com- 
mon opinion, that our Saviour’s 
miniftry continued at leaft three 
years, and has made fome remarks 
upon Dr. Prieftley’s fcheme. This 
letter has been anfwered by the 
learned prelate in a diftinét publi- 
cation, entitled, ** The Duration of 
our Lord’s Miniftry particularly 
confidered;’” which has produced 
a large reply from Dr. Prieftiey, in 
‘“* A fecend Letter to the Bifhop of 
Waterford.” The controverfy 1s 
carried on with great ingenuity and 
critical fkill on both fides, and with 
a temper and candour very honour- 
able to the difputants. On a point 
fo doubtful, different fentiments will 
{till be entertained: but we may 
venture to aflert, that Mr. Mann’s 
hypothefis, which at firit was to- 
tally decried, or neglected, will 
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hence forward, in confequence of 
having been fo ably vindicated, draw 
to itfelf a confiderable number of 
adherents. 

The year 1780 hath prefented to 
the public the laft work. of a late 
very diftinguifhed fcholar and di- 
vine, Dr. Nathaniel Lardner. This’ 
eminent veteran in the knowledge 
of Chriftian antiquity, intended to 
complete his great defign concern- 
ing the Credibility of the Gofpel 
Hiftory, by adding to the tettimo- 
nies formerly produced from the or- 
thodox fathers of the church, and 
from heathen writers, thofe of the 
heretics, or reputed heretics, of the 
firft two centuries. He did not, 
however, live entirely to accomplith 
this part of the delign. The papers 
which he left upon the fubjeét were 
put into the hands of Mr. Hogg, 
who, we are informed, is a learned 
Diffenting Clergyman at Exeter, 
Where the work was imperfect, Mr, 
Hogg hath endeavoured tofupply the 
deficiencies from the dodctor’s hints 
and notes, and he has likewife made 
feveral additions of his own, which, 
perhaps, ought to have been more 
accurately difcriminated. Though 
this part of the credibility of the 
Evangelical hiftory is not in itfelt 
of fo much confequence as the pre- 
ceding ones, it is, neverthelefs, of 
confiderable value, as ferving to fill 
up the plan originally formed, 

Another publication, relative to 
the evidence of Chriftianity, 1s Mr. 
Barker’s ** Mefliah;’’ in which the 
worthy and learned author, by me- 
thodizing the prophecies concerning 
our Savour in a new manner, and 
fetting things in a frefl, light, en- 
deavours to call the attentioa of men 
toa very important dubject. 

Concerning the pofitve doctrines 
of the Gofpel, which are fo often 
and eargerly debated, there 1s little 
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that hath recently been publithed. 
The almoft eternal difputes on the 
Trinity have flept at leaft for one 
year. The only performance on a 
fubject much controverted that de- 
ferves peculiar notice, is Dr. Bell’s 
T veanile. on the Lord’s Supper, 
This inttitution, which, though 
plain and fimple itfelf, has been 
the fource of the moft horrid abfur- 
dities and fuperftitions, hath lately 
been well explained and underftood 
in ourowncountry. Indeed, the ex- 
cellent john Hales of Eton divefted 
it, a century and a half ago, of the 
ny ftery and obfcurity in which it had 
been involved. But he fpake to an 
age, and at atime, when the voice 
ot truth and reafen was little attend- 
ed to by theological difputants. 
Bilhop Hoadly, in a fubfequent pe- 
riod, was more fuccefsful, and has 
been followed by bifhop Pearce. Dr. 
Bell hath purfued the fame plan, and 
with eminent ability. He will cer- 
tainly not pleafe the bigots and the 
enthufiafts: but the rational aad the 
liberal divines, who, if not the moft 
numerous, are far the moft ref{pect- 
able part of the clergy, in point of 
saa underftanding and critical 
knowledge of the Scriptures, will 
not hefitate in pronouncing that this 
learned author’s attempt to afcertain 
and illuftrate the authority, nature, 
and defign of the Lord’s Supper, is 
the beft work which has hitherto 
appeared upon the fubject. 

On account of the attention it 
hath excited, we muft not omit Mr, 
Madan’s Thelypthora, though it 
is founded on theological abfurdity 
and bigotry, and on political igno- 
rance. It muft be acknowledged to 
be an claborate performance; and 
we fhall not difpute the good inten- 
tions of which the writer makes {@ 
folemn a profetiion. But howevee 
upright his defign might be, his cone 


/ 


N 4 du 





























: 


[200] 


duct is of the moft pernicious ten- 
dency. Netto mention his fhame- 
fal perverfion of many particular 

affages, both in the Old and the New 
Freitanent, the peneral erroncouf- 
nefs of his doétrine appears in his 
miftaking what the fupreme Being 
might connive at, or permit, in an 
imperfect ftate of the world, and 
in a certain form of fociety and 
manners, for a divine law, intend- 
ed to take place in all countries and 
ages. His making the bare inter- 
courfe of the fexes, without any 
contract, or mutual engagement, to 
be a tull and valid marriage, is not 
only an error in point of faét, but 
an error that is big with the moft 


fatal confequences. His fcheme, if 


allowed, would encourage and jufti- 
fy fuch a licentioufnefs in married 
men, as would be highly deftructive 
of the good order, comfort, and vir- 
tue of human lite. Young gentle- 
men would, likewife, be expofed 
by it to the feduction of artful and 
worthlefs women, who would allure 
them to their embraces, and then 
put in their claim to the privileges 
of wives. With regard to the fe- 
male fex, in general, a tyranny 
would +be introduced, totally fub- 
verlive of that harmony, friend- 
fhip, and unity of minds, which 
conttitute the happinefs of marriage 
with a fingle woman, But we {hall 
not infift longer on a book, which, 
it is to bé hoped, will foon fink 
into oblivion; though we are afraid 
that it will be hurttul to fome per- 
fons, efpecially of Mr. Madan’s 
own fect, who may want to recon- 
cile the indulgence of their inor- 
dinate pafhons with the appearance 
of religious fanctity. 

We muft not forget Mr. Bry- 
ant’s tract, entitled * Vindicie 
** Flaviane,”? which is a vindica- 
tion of the famous paflage in the 





DOMESTIC LITERATURE. 


Jewith Hiftorian, Jofephus - 
cerning Chrift. The arte 
of this’ paflage is fupported by our 
very learned writer, with great cri- 
tical ingenuity: but whether he 
hath entirely removed all the diffi- 
culties in which the fubjeé js in- 
volved, will probably {till continue 
to be docibeed: . 


In practical divinity, the year 
1780 hath produced a plentiful 
harveft of fermons. This is a 
fpecies of compofition in which 
no country hath given birth to fuch 
a number of valuable publications 
as our own. The multitude of 
them is indeed fo great, that any 
addition to them may be thought 
needlefs ; and they have been con- 
fidered by many perfons as a very 
unpopular kind of writing. The 
reverfe, however, of this’ is the 
cafe. Several colleétions of fermons 
have of late years fold temarkably 
well, though none in a degree equal 
to thofe of Dr. Blair. This gen- 
tleman, who is a minifter of one ot 
the churches of Edinburgh, and 
profefior of eloquence in the uni- 
verfity of that city, publifhed, ‘fome 
time fince, a volume of difcourfes, 
the fuccefs of which hath been fur- 
prifingly great. In the prefent 
year he hath given an additional 
volume to the public, which hath 
been equally fuccefsful. ‘The amaz- 
ing rapidity and extent of the fale 
of thefe fermons mutt, perhaps, in 
fome degree, be afcribed to its hav- 
ing become almoft an univerfal fa- 
fhion to purchafe them: but it 
muft, at the fame time, be allow- 
ed, that they deferve the reception 
they have met with. The ftyle is 
peculiarly neat, elegant, and polifh- 
ed. ‘rhe moral and prattical ob- 
fervations are excellent, and difco- 
ver no finall knowledge of human 
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nature. Without being ftriking- 
ly fublime, or remarkably pathe- 
tic, Dr. Blair fteals infenfibly into 
the heart, and makes impreflions 
which are calculated to have a good 
effect on the temper and conduct. 

Another gentleman of | North 
Britain, Dr. Gerard, profeflor of 
divinity in king’s college, Aber- 
deen, and well known by feveral 
ingenious works, hath likewife fa- 
vgured the world with a volume of 
fermons. Though they are not fo 
claborate in point of ftyle, nor fo 
highly wrought up in other refpects 
as Dr. Blair’s, they are very valuable 
compofitions. ‘They contain much 
excellent matter, and difplay great 
extent of underftanding and good- 
nefs of mind. In fhort, they have 
a merit which will = be fu- 
perior to their fuccefs. 

The divines of our own church 
have alfo this year greatly diftin- 
guifhed themfelves in the fame kind 
ot writing. Dr. Hurd, Bifhop of 
Litchfield and Coventry, who pub- 
lifhed fome time ago the firft volume 
of his fermons preached at Lincoln’s 
Inn, hath completed his defign in two 
additional volumes. The elegance 
and ingenuity of this eminent au- 
thor are fubjects on which we need 
not enlarge. When he difcuffes 
moral and practical topics, he is al- 
ways highly excellent: when he 
enters into more critical queftions, 
or into matters of pofitive theology, 
fome perfons will, perhaps, be dif- 
pofed to think that the learned pre- 
late occafionally gives way to an 
excefs of refinement, and that he, 
too much bows the underftanding to 
the yoke of authority, and to the 
admiffion of mytfteries in religion. 

The difcourfes of Dr. Ogden, 
long a celebrated preacher at Cam- 
bridge, which had moft of them 
been feparately printed, have been 
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collected, in two volumes, by his 
friend Dr. Hallifax. Thefe fer. 
mons, which are remarkably fhort, 
are lively and ftriking. The doc- 
tor occafionally rifes to the fublime, 
and is not unfrequent in ftrokes of 
the pathetic: but in other ‘refpetts 
he is not equally entitled to praife. 
His method is defultory, his reafon- 
ing is not sigh perf] icuous, and 
the tendency of it 1s oftes rather to 
filence, than convince his readers: 
neither is his ftyle, thouch clear 
and correct, of that fpecies which 
excites our admiration. It is too 
concife and bro!.en: it has too much 
in it of that abruprum dicendi genus, 
which, though not a little adopted 
in the prefent age, we can by no 
means confider as the model of 
truly claflical compofition, 

Very different is the turn of an- 
other celebrated preacher at Cam- 
bridge, Mr. Mainwaring, who hath 
favoured the public with a volume 
of fermons, fome, if not the 
greater part of which had appeared 
fingly, foon after they were deli- 
vered from the pulpit. Thefe are 
patterns of fine writings in the mo- 
dulated and concutenated period : 
in the manner of Cicero, and not 
of Salluft and Tacitus.. Mr. Main- 
waring’s difcourfes are too refined 
for common audience; but confi- 
dered as preached before a learned 
univerfity, they deferve no {mall 
encomium. The author hath’ pre- 
tixed an effay on the compofition 
of afermon, which contains many 
ingenious and fenfible obfervations. 
Having, in the courfe of his criti- 
cifms, together with a good pro- 
portion of praife, beftowed fome 
cenfure on Dr. Ogden, this produc- 
ed an anfwer from Dr. Hallifax, 
in défence of his friend; to which 
a reply has been made on the part 
of Mr. Mainwaring. Were it :ie- 
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ceflary to determine on a contro- 
verfy of fo littI® moment, we fhould 
not hefitate to affert, that the fentu- 
ments of the latter gentleman are 
entirely congenial to. our own. 

Of Dr. Bandinell’s fermons, 
preached at Cambridge, in confe- 
quence of the lectures founded by 
Mr. Brampton, it has not yet been 
our good fortune to obtain the pe- 
rufal; but it is generally underitood 
that they fupport with ability, the 
defign, of the infticution. , 

It. we turn our view to the di- 
vines of Oxford, we fhall meet with 
Dr. Bagot’s “* Twelve Difcourfes on 
the Prophecies concerning the firft 
Eftablifhment and fubfequent Hifto- 
ry of Chriftianity.” Thefe dif- 
courfes were preached at Lincoln’s- 
Inn Chapel, at the lecture founded 
by the late bifhop of Gloucetter, 
Dr. Warburton, for the purpole of 
proving the truth of revealed reli- 
gion in general, and of Chiriftianiry 
yn particular, from the completion 
of the prophecies in the Old and 
New Teitament, which relate to the 
Chriftian church, * efpecially to 
the apoftacy from papal Rome.” 
{his inftitution, though valuable in 
its defign, 3s, we think, too con- 
fined in its nature. The fubject 
will either foon be exhaufted, if ra- 
tionally treated; or elfe it will af- 
ford fcope to many fanciful con- 
jectures, drawn from the obfcurer 
predictions of the Bible, and par- 
ticularly thofe which occur in the 
book of Daniel, and in St. John’s 
Apocalypfe. The merit of piety, 
ability, and learning, wil not be 
denied to Dr. Bagot’s ditcourfes; 
and it will with pleafure be ac- 
knowledged, that he hath urged fe- 
veral important arguments in de- 
fence of Revelation. But if he had 
not maintained the double fenfe of 
prophecy, and had infifted lefs upon 
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certain myfterious doétrines, which 
many do not confider as exifting in 
the New Teftament, his fermons 
would have egenren to greater ad. 
vantage in the eye of found re 

and ftrict priptellan, te 

The difcourfes of Dr. Milne, a 

popular and admired preacher in 
the city of London, are, we fear, 
too florid and declamatory to pleafe 
the feverely judicious. Perhaps he 
hath borrowed more freely from 
the French writers, than the fo- 
briety of Englith tafte will juttify. 
The worthy author will, however, 
moft probably have the fatisfaction 
of being approved of by a great 
number of readers. 
_ Three difcourfes publifhed in con- 
junction by three diffenting cler- 
gymen in Lancafhire, Dr. Enfield, 
Mr. Godwin, and Mr. Holland, 
from a volume that will be much 
efteemed by thofe who are called 
the rational divines. Others, both 
in and out of the eftablifhed church, 
will not equally be pleafed with 
writers, who make no fcruple ot 
cenfuring what they deem amifs in 
any party of men. 

Though we do not mean to de- 
fcend to fingle difcourfes, we can 
fearcely help taking notice of Dr. 
Watfon’s faft fermon, as it hath 
excited much attertion, and given 
rife to the greateit abufe. The ter- 
mon itfelf did nat merit the oblo- 
yey with which it has been treated. 

or though the ingenious and wor- 
thy writer exprefled his difapproba- 
tion of the conduct of adminittra- 
tion, he did it with moderation and 
candour. And furely it is hard 


that one man may not be permitted 
to deliver his political fentiments, 
without being expoféd to all the 
malignity of reproach, when fo many 
court fermons, full of the grofiett 
flattery to public men and a4 
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lic meafures, are fuffered to pafs 
without cenfure. 

We cannot conclude this head 
without mentioning Vr, Parr’s two 
fermons preached at Norwich; the 
firft in vindication of Chriftian- 
ity, and the fecond in fupport of 
charity-fchools. Both of them fhew 
the author’s learning and judgment, 
and his rational and liberal way of 
thinking. 


Upon the fubject of natural reli- 
gion, little hath occurred in 1780, 
worthy of notice, excepting Dr. 
Prieftley’s Letters to a Philofophical 
Unbeliever. Thefe letters are con- 
fined to the being and attributes of 
God, and his moral charaéter and 
government; a fecond part being 
intended in defence of Revelation. 
In the courfe of the work, Dr. 
Priettley makes it his bufinefs to 
contute the falfe principles and rea- 
fonings of Mr. Hume, efpecially 
in that ingenious fceptic’s Dialogues 
on Natural Religion. In this, as 
well as the other parts of his defign, 
we think that our author is very 
fucceistul; and the letters certainly 
deferve the attention of the perfons 
to whom they are addreffed. 


On the head of metaphyfics, the 
old controverfy concerning liberty 
and neceflity, which has lately been 
revived by Dr. Pricftley, hath been 
farther purfued by this gentleman 
and Mr. Palmer. Theie two anta- 
gonifts are well matched; both of 
them being acute and able; and 
equally matters of their refpective 
fyitems. Another champion of 
great name, Mr. Jacob Bryant, 
hath likewife engaged in the con- 
teft: but, perhaps it would have 
been better for him to have con- 
tented himfelf with his well earned 
fame in Grecian and mythological 


literature. Though his traét is not 
void of merit, yet upon the whole, 
Mr. Bryant doth not excel in the 
difcuffion of metaphytical queftions. 
He is, efpecially, far from being 
equal to fuch a praétifed difputant 
as Dr. Prieftley, who has aniwered 
him with acutenefs and feverity. 
The fincere refpeét we have for Mr. 
Bryant’s excellent charaéter, and 
for his great abilities in his own 
walk of learning, makes us regret 
that he fhould be drawn into a con- 
troverfy in which he could not 
fhew himfelf to the beft advantage. 
Orher writers have appeared in the 
debate; and particularly, an inge- 
nious advocate for Dr. Prieftley’s 
fyitem, in a pamphlet which feems 
to have been written by fome gen- 
tleman of the medical profeffion. 

On morality, and on the origin 
and progrefs of civil fociety, the 
chief publications of the year have 
been Mr. Bruce’s “ Firft Principles 
of Philofophy,” and Dr. Dunbar’s 
“sEflays onthe Hiftory of Mankind 
in rude and cultivated Ages.” Mr. 
Bruce’s work is only an analyfis, 
containing the heads of the lectures 
delivered by him as philofophical 
profeflor in the univertity of Edin- 
burgh. ‘Ihe plan is extenfive, and 
fhews the author to be poffeffed of 
an a¢tive and capacious mind. We 
are not, however, certain whether 
he be entirely mafter of his own 
fcheme. After having examined it 
with attention, we have found an 
obfcurity in fome parts of it, which 
we have not been able to penetrate. 
Allowance without doubt, ought 
to be made for the concifenefs ne- 
ceflary in an analyfis; and, there- 
fore, we are difpofed to hope, that 
Mr. Bruce might attain a greater 
perfpicuity, if his fyftem were more 
tully developed. - 
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Dr. Dunbar’s Effays contain a 
variety of ingenious obfervations, 
and, perhaps, might afford greater 
fatisfaction on a fecond reading than 
at the firit. What detracts from the 
pleafure of perufing them, is an 
attempt to give an air of philofophi- 
cal refinernent to the moft obvious 
and common fentiments. The na- 
tural refult of tuch an attempt is 
fome devree of affectation, if not 
of obfcurity, in the mode of com- 
pofition, It this writer will correct 
his tafte, and fimplify his ftyle; 
and it he will content himfelf with 
not aiming to philofophife, where 
common fenfe only is requifite, he 
may hereatter appear in the lite- 
rary world with much fuperior ad- 
vantare, 


Science, in general, hath conti- 
nuecd to receive an increafe, by the 
procrefiion of the weekly publication 
of the Cyclopedia. The excellent 
foundation of this great and very 
popular undertaking was laid in two 
large volumes by Mr. Chambers. 
A Supplement, in two farther vo- 
lumes, was aided by George Lewis 
‘Sent, Ffq. Sir John Hill, and 
other gentlemen. The whole is now 
revited, digefted, incorporated into 
one alphabet, and carried on, with 
the addition of modern improve- 
ments and dilcoveries, by Dr. Rees. 
This is a work which, if it were ad- 
vanced to the utmoft pertection of 
which it is capable, might feem to 
require the aid of many perfons, of 
difierent ftudies and purfuis. All 
that can be done by a fingle man, is 
performed by the prefent editor, 
whote great abilities and indefatiga- 
ble diligence are univerfally acknow- 
edged; and whofe fuccets, in the 
jale of the Cyclopxdia, is equal to 
the mott fanguine expectations of 
the proprietors. 
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Under the more direét head of 
natural philofophy and experiments 
the firft place feems due to the jearn. 
ed labours of the Royal Society 
The tranfactions for 1780, form the 
7oth volume of that very uleful col. 
lection. Ever fince the year 1752 
the. papers which are printed have 
not been left tothe private, perhaps 
the injudicious, choice of the fecre- 
taries for the time being, but are 
publifhed under the infpection ot a 
committee of the council. This cir- 
cumitance hath rendered them more 
feleét and valuable: and the late ar- 
dent and fuccelsful application to 
various parts of experimental philo- 
fophy hath contributed greatly to 
increafe their merit. The prefent 
volume contains many communi- 
cations which highly deferve the no- 
tice of the reader. 

With regard to feparate publica- 
tions of philofophical experiments, 
ifthe year has not been diftinguifhed 
by the difcoveries of a Prieitléy oran 
Ingenhoufz, it cannot be faid to 
have been dettitute of ufeful produc- 
tions. Ele¢tricity, which has fo 
long and fo fuccefsfully engaged the 
attention of philofophers, {till con- 
tinues to bea favourite purfuit. Mr. 
Wilton, who is well known by his 
fupport of the blunted conductors of 
lightning, in oppofition to the 

inted ones of Dr. Franklin, hath 
publifhed a tract, intituled, “ A 
fhort View of Electricity.”” However 
wrong he might be in the particu- 
lar controverfy referred to, his ge- 
neral merit as an electrician will 
readily be allowed: and the publica- 
tion before us is a valuable introduc- 
tion to that kind of knowledge. 

Another gentleman, the Rev. Mr. 
Lyon, of Dover, has printed ‘* Ex- 
periments and QObfervations made 
with a View to point out the Frrors 
of the prefent received ony of 
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Electricity.” The diligence of this 
gentleman will, perhaps, be more 
applauded than his fagacity. It will 
require more intelligible and decifive 
experiments than thofe of Mr. Lyon 
to overturn the Franklinian fyftem. 
Dr. Wilfon’s ** Obfervations rela- 
tive to the influence of Climate on 
vegetable and animal Bodies” con- 
tain a fuccefsful application of the 
enquiries fo recently made into the 
effects of air, and of the philogittic 
principle ; and difplay the author’s 
ingenuity and knowledge, in the 
difcufion of various philofophical 
fubjects. 
Dr. Higgins’s “ Experiments and 
Obferv ations, made with a View of 
unproving the Art of compofing and 
applying calcareous Cements, and 
ot preparing Quicklime,”’ unite great 
practical ule with chemical procef- 
fes andenquiries. Their defign is to 
introduce a more durable mortar for 
buildings, and a more perfect ftucco 
for the ornaments of houtes ; ; and on 
this account the ingenious author is 
entitled to the thanks of the public. 
The letters and papers on agri- 
culture, planting, and other fimilar 
fubjects, by the Bath Society, and 
Mr. Bofwell’s Treatife on watering 
Meadows, have, likewife, the me- 
rit of eminent praétical utility. Eve- 
ry method that tends toimprove and 
increafe the produce of the earth, is 
of the higheft confequence to the 
kingdom, - and efpecially at a time 
when the external lofles and attacks 
to which the nation is expofed, render 
it abfolutely necefiary that its inter- 


nal wealth and ftrength fhould be 


carried to the utmott perfection. 

On quettions of a mathematical 
nature, Mr. Landen’s Mathematical 
Memoirs will, we believe, be deem- 
ed highly valuable by the curious in 
that noble and important fcience. 
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On books of a medical nature, 
the writer of thefe remarks is ngt fut- 
fictently qualified to give a decifive 
opinion. It is obfervable, that a 
vaft number of treatifes on the va- 
rious difeafes of the human body, 
and on the methods of curing them, 
are continually appearing ; and that 
there 1s a prodigious ardour in the 
gentlemen of the profeflion to pro- 
mote knowledge of this kind, By 
their perfevering enquiries, no {mall 
improvements have been made in 
the art of medicine: experience is 
preferred to theory, and the man- 
ner of treating diiorders.is become 
more fimple. Among the books 
publifed, many, from a laudable 
emulation and induftry, are written 
by young men; by which means 
they recommend themfelves to the 
world, and fhew their attention to 
the ftudies and duties of their flation. 
Others are the refult of experience, 
in phyficians of long practice. Such 
we fuppole to be the cafe with re- 
{pect to Dr, Wall’s Medival Tracts, 
and Dr. Home’s Clinical. Experi- 
ments, Hiftories, and Diilections. It 
may be the cafe, hkewife, in a 
greater or lefs degree, with the other 
publications ofthe year. The works 
which we find fpoken of with ap- 
probation are Clark on Fevers, Dar- 
win’s Experiments, Farr’s Hippo- 
crates, and Simmons on Venereal 
Complaints. 

Cavallo’s. Efay on medical Elec- 
tricity may fecm to deferve peculiar 
notice, as it relates to a new mode 
of practice, which is coming into 
great vogue, and which, if conducted 
with difcretion, if too much be not 
expected from it, and if it can be 
preferved from the caprices of 
fafhion, may become of confider- 
able fervice to mankind. From Mr. 
Cavaillo’s treatife, it appears, that 
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the electrical fhocks, prudently and 
gently adminiftered, have been of 
eminent ufe in various diforders. 


With regard to hiftorical produc- 
tions, the year 1780 makes by no 
means fo illuftrious a figure as the 
yeur 1781 will undoubtedly do. The 
only work of this kind which de- 
ferves to be particularly infifted up- 
on, is Stuart’s Hrftory of the Re- 
formation in Scotland. This is a 
performance that reflects fignal ho- 
nour on the abilities of the author. 
It is written with liberality and dig- 
nity of fentiment; and the narra- 
tion is concife, rapid, and energetic. 
The characters, though fhort, dif- 
play the hand of a matter. In the 
manner of compofition, Salluft. and 
Tacitus, and not Livy, are the hif- 
torian’s models. What, to an Eng- 
lifh reader, fomewhat detracts from 
the pleafure of the perufal, is the 
continual occurrence of a few Scotch 
idioms, which might eafily have 
been avoided, One can fcarcely help 
fmiling to obierve, that Dr. Robert- 
fon, who has treated on the fame 
period, with fuch eminent reputa- 
tion, is never referred to, or once 
mentioned. It is true, that Dr. 
Stuart always takes his faéts from 
original authorities. Neverthelefs, 
we cannot doubt but that the total 
omiffion of Dr. Robertfon’s name 
muft have been a ftudied neglect, 
arifing from fome perfonal difgutt. 

We cannot {peak with equal praife 
of Lothian’s ** Hiftory of the United 
Provinces of the Netherlands, from 
the death of Philip II. King of 
Spain, to the truce made with AI- 
bert and Ifabella.”’ It is rather fur- 
priting that this particular period 
fhould be taken up by Dr. Lothian, 
when it was weil underftood that 
the fame period was intended to be 
purfued by Dr. Watfon, who had fo 
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ably written the reign of Philip ¢ 
Seeond. The Sather before us = 
have no pretences of exceeding or 
equalling that elegant and agreeable 
hiftorian. We do not deny to Dr, 
Lothian the merit of information 
and diligence. But his narrative is 
too uniformly languid and heavy to 
give pleafure to men of real tafte 
and judgment. 

We fhall juft mention that La 
Frobe’s Tranflation of Crantz’s An- 
cient and Modern Hiftory of the 
United, or Moravian Brethren, wilt 
be acceptable to thofe who wifh for 
inftruction upon the fubjeét. 


If the year 1780 has been rather 
barren with refpeét to general hifto- 
ry, it hath been fruitful in biogra- 
phical produ¢tions. Under this 
head, on account of the extent and 
importance of the defign, .the firft 
place feems due to the Biographica 
Britannica. The fecond volume of 
the improved edition of this work 
contains, like the former, many new 
lives, with large additions to the old 
articles. The new lives are fome ot 
them curious and interefting; and 
the additions to the old articles 
abound with hiftorical, mifcellane- 
ous, literary, and critical extracts 
and remarks. ‘The authors, Dr. 
Kippis and Dr. Towers, difplay ac- 
curacy and diligence; and appear 
ambitious of giving all the fulneis 
and variety to their undertaking 
which an extenfive reading and cor- 
refpondence can fupply. 

lr. Walpole’s fourth volume of 
his Anecdotes of Painting, &c. in 
England, hath afforded a beautiful 
addition to that part of biographical 
knowledge which relates to the ar- 
tifts, of various kinds, in the reigns 
of King George the Firft, and King 
George the Second. ‘The whole ot 
this work is very entertaining; = 
the 











the accounts of Hogarth and Kent, 
with the criticifms on the paintings 
of the former, and the improve- 
ments in gardening by the latter, 
are particularly curious and inftruc- 
tive. 

Mr. Aikin’s ** Biographical Me- 
moirs of Medicine in Great Britain, 
trom the revival of learning to the 
time of Harvey,” form another ad- 
dition to biography, With regard toa 
different order of men. Some of the 
articles are flender, for want of fuf- 
ficient materials; but others of 
them, and efpecially thofe of Lina- 
cre, Caius, Mayerne, and Harvey, 
are more extenfive and important. 

Of the fingle lives that have been 
publifhed this year, there are two 
that are entitled to particular diftinc- 
tion; which are thofe of Mr. Tho- 
mas Hollis, and of Mr. Garrick. 
The Memoirs of Mr. Hollis are 
given to the public in a fplendid 
form; being printed in two very 
large volumes, quarto, and adorned 
with fine engravings. The work 
contains an account of one of the 
moft uncommon chara¢ters, and of 
oné of the beft citizens which this 
country ever produced. Befides the 
curious faéts relative to Mr. Hollis, 
and extracts from his travels and 
letters, the Memoirs abound with 
mifcellaneous information, and with 
anecdotes concerning other perfons: 
Among the various matters added, 
by way of appendix, in the fecond 
volume, are Remarks on Dr. John- 
fons’s Life of Milton, in which the 
Doétor’s political fentiments and 
character are treated with all the fe- 
verity which he had himfelf difplay- 
ed, in this refpeét, towards that 
great poet. Thefe Remarks have 
been feparately publifhed. 

Mr. Davies’s Life of Garrick is a 
very pleating prefent to the lovers 
of biography in general, and efpe- 
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cially of theatrical biography. The- 
account of this wonderful aétor is 
full, candid, and judicious: and 


the whole is interfperfed with agree-. 


able narratives of the other eminent 
actors and dramatic writers of the 
fame period ; fo that it comprizes 
a regular hiftory of the ftage for 
thirty-fix years, and forms a valu- 
able fupplement to Cibber’s Apolo- 
sys 

The reft of the fingle lives printed 
this year, and which have differ- 
ent degrees of merit, though the 
all of them add to the common ftoc 
of biographical knowledge, are 
Lawrence’s Life of Dr. Frank Ni- 
colls, Duncan’s of Dr. Alexander 
Monro, Alcock’s of Dr. Nathan Al- 
cock, Gibbons’s of Dr. Ifaac Watts, 
and Cornifh’s of Mr, Thomas Firmin. 


- Conneéted both with general and 
perfonal hiftory is the fcience of 
heraldry, in which a book of great 
confequence hath appeared in 1780. 
We mean Mr. Edmondfon’s Body 
of Heraldry, in two large volumes, 
folio, wherein the whole fyftem of. 
that fcience is copioufly, and even 
diffufively, exhibited. This work 
contains a variety of information, 
and many curious difquifitions. If 
fome things in it be doubrful, or 
lefs perfect, it is no more than what 
might be expected inthe execution 
of fo large and extenfive a defign. 
Upon the whole, it is the moft 
complete treatife on the fubje@ 
which is to be met with in our lan- 
guage. 

Now we are fpeaking of a part of 
knowledge, that relates to armour, 
atchievements, and the enfigns of 
eminent aétions, we cannot find a 
more proper place than the prefent 
for the mention of fuch books as 
concern theartof war. Mr. Simes’s 
Treatife on Military Science, is, 
we 
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we underftand, efteemed by thofe 
whofe profeflion leads them to the 
ftudy of that fcience; and there is 
digreflive matter enough in it, even 
to afford amufement to a common 
reader. Lochée’s Elements of For- 
tification, if lefs amufing, will be 
found very ufeful with regard to the 
particular object which the author 
has in view. 


In an age of extenfive enquiry, 
and where there are many men of 
fortune and leifure who devote 
themfelves to literary purfuits, an- 
tiquities will not be neglected; and 
the ftudy of them, when conducted 
with tafte and judgment, is not 
only pleafing, but highly beneficial ; 
as tending to throw light on hiftory, 


on manners, and on the progrefs of 


focicty. There never was a period 
in which this branch of knowledge 
was more ardently cultivated than 
in our own; though it is not in 
every year that we are to expect the 
soipittione of a Whitaker and a 
arton. One of the principal per- 
formances, under this head, of 1780, 
is ,Gough’s Britifih ‘Topography, 
which points out, in the moft com- 
plete manner, the fources from 
whence the fulleft information con- 
cerning the antiquities and _hittory 
of the countics and principal towns 
of Great Britain and Ireland may 
be drawn; fhews us what hath al- 
ready been done; and inftructs us 
what is yet.to be done, to carry the 
object to perfection. The pains 
which the author has taken, are 
mmmentfe; and he well deferves the 
gratitude of the public, for his ar- 
dent zeal in promoting the topo- 
raphical knowledge of his country. 
Ihe work before us 1s a fecond edi- 
tion, enlarged to double the fize, 
of a former publication on the tub- 
ject. 
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The ‘ Colle&ion of Wills, now 
known to be extant, of the Kings 
and Queens of England, Princes 
and Princefles of Wales, and ever 
branch of the royal blood, from 
the reigns of William the Conqueror, 
to that ot Henry the Seventh, in- 
clufive,’’ cannot fail of being an 
agreeable prefent to the curious an- 
tiquary. Nor will it be unaccept- 
able to the lovers of our hiftory in 
general; asthey will hence be able 
more {pecifically to mark the cha- 
racters of feveral eminent perfons, 
to enter more fully into the fenti- 
ments and manncrs of the times, 
and to afcertain fome facts with 
greater precifion. 

Smith’s Galic Antiquities tend to 
caft a farther light on the Druids, 
that order of men of whom we oc- 
cafionally hear fo much, and of 
whom, in fa¢ét, we know fo little. 
Indeed, part of what Mr. Smith 
hath advanced on the fubjeét may 
perhaps be coniidered as fomewhat 
conjectural, 

Cordiner’s Antiquities and Scene- 
ry of the North of Scotland, which 
may be regarded as a fupplement to 
Mr. Pennant’s Tour, illuitrate a 
variety of curious and ftrking ob- 
jects that are to be met with in that 
country. The antiquities of North 
Britain, which have but lately be- 
gun to excite any very gerferal at- 
tention, will probably now be tho- 
roughly inveftigated, in confequence 
of the fociety of antiquaries lately 
initituted at Edinburgh, under the 
direction of the Earl of Buchan, 
and other eminent and refpectable 
men. 

Mr. Noble’s two differtations up- 
on the Mint and Coin of the Epil- 
copal-Palatine of Durham, _ treat 


on a matter that hath never before 
been fo fully and accurately afcer- 
made 
{ome 


tained. The author hath 





























fome addition, at the fame time, 
to biographical knowledge, by the 
account he hath givenof the feveral 
prelates whofe coins he defcribes. 

The Bibliotheca Topographica 
Britannica, occationally publifhed, 
is a new attempt for the illuftration 
of Englifh topography and antiqui- 
ties. The defign is ufeful, and we 
hope it will meet with fuccefs. As, 
from the f{pecimen which hath al- 
ready appeared, it is evident that 
parochial hittory is intended to be 
included, it may poffibly not be 
amifs to caution the editors againft 
being too minute, 


Under the head of voyages and 
travels, there have been a confider- 
able number of valuable publica- 
tions, during the year 1780, One 
of the moft curious and interefting, 
in point of novelty of information, 
is Mr Coxe’s Account of the Ruffian 
Difcoveries between Afia and Ame- 
rica, and of the conquctt of Siberia, 
together with the hiftory of the 
tranfactions and commerce between 
RKuffia and China. Whilft the au- 
thor refided at Peterfburgh, he 
employed himfelf in obtaining the 
moft authentic memorials and jour- 
nals refpecting thefe objects; and 
the materials which were communi- 
cated to him he hath tranflated, 
methodized, and enriched with his 
own obfervations, and with fuch 
farther intelligence as he was able, 
by diligent enquiry, to procure. 

Van Troil’s Letters on Iceland 
cantain, alfo, many new and ftrik- 
ing particulars concerning a country 
reipecting which, though much has 
been aid upon it, ‘there was abun- 
dant room for more exact and phi- 
lofophical information. When the 
ifland was vifited by fuch intelligent 
and curioustravellers, as Mr. Banks, 
Dr. Solander, Dr. Lind, and Dr. 
1780. 
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Van Troil, accompanied with feve- 
ral other ingenious and literary gen- 
tlemen, it was not ‘likely that any 
thing remarkable fhoul un- 
noticed. Among the various ob- 
jects prefented in thefe letters, we 
cannot avoid diftinguifhing the de- 
{cription of Mount Hecla, and the 
account of Icelandic literature. 

Dillon’s Travels through Spain, 
though but indifferently written in 
point of language, as being the com- 
pofition of a foreigner, abound, ne- 
verthelefs, with ufeful and entere 
taining knowledge. Their chief 
view is to illuftrate the natura) hif- 
tory and phyfical geography of that 
country, though not in exclufion of 
other matter. The work is in a 
great meature taken from the-Me- 
moirs of the famous Don Guillermo 
Bowles, who hath applied fo much 
attention to whatever is interefting 
with relation to the kingdom: of 
Spain. 

On a fubje& nearer home, and 
in which we are more intimately 
concerned, Mr. Younge’s Tour in 
Ireland deferves particular regard, 
The information it communicates, 
on anumber of topics, is very in- 
ftructive, and will meet with the 
‘reater acceptance at the prefent 
juncture, when a liberal policy hath 
taken place with refpect to the treat 
ment of our fifter kingdom. 

Mr. Irwin’s Adventures in the 
courte of a voyage up the Red Seay 
on the coaft of Arabia and Egypt, 
and his route through the deferts of 
Thebais, may ferve, whilft they 
amufe an | atieét the reader with the 
recital of lis various dangers, to 
explain the falfehood and treachery 
of the Arabs, and to teach the fue 
ture traveller the bef’ method of 
conduéting himielf, when expofed 
to the fame perils. 

The books more immediately cons 
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fined to the characters and. manners 
of nations, without entering much 
into the natural war | of the coun- 
tries defcribed, are Tooke’s Ruffia, 
and Dr. Moore’s View of Society in 
Italy. Mr. Tooke’s Ruflia gives a 
faithful and exact defcription of the 
numerous Finnifh and Tartar tribes 
under the dominion of the emprefs ; 
but his mode of compofition is 
heavy and unentertaining. 

The character of Dr. Moore’s 
work is directly the reverfe. His 
travels are highly pleafing; abound- 
ing with anecdote, with humour, 
with found fenfe, and philofophical 
obfervation. The delineation of the 
conftitution and hiftory of the Ve- 
netian republic, is mafterly and in- 
ftruétive; and his letters are farther 
recommended by that fpirit of hu- 
manity, and that regard for the 


rights of mankind with which they. 


are infpired. In fhort, they con- 
ftitute an excellent fupplement to 
the view which the ingenious author 
had formerly given of fociety and 
manners in Germany and Switzer- 


land. 


Political pieces, in the prefent 
ftate of public affairs, mutt of necef- 
fity be very numerous ;_ but we fhall 
only mention fuch as have happened 
more immediately to excite our at- 
tention. The Hiftory of the politi- 
cal Connexion between England and 
Ireland, is upon an important fub- 
ject, and it was printed at a time 
when the confideration of the fub- 
ject was an object of general con- 
cern. At fuch a crifis, it was wile 
and judicious in the writer to be 
minute and circumftantial in his in- 
formation, 

In Mr. Eden’s Letters, which 
firft appeared in 1779, was one, 
wherein the fenfible author endea- 
voured to invalidate, chiefly from 
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general reafonings, what Dr. Price 
had advanced concerning the popu- 
lation of Great Britain. This hath 
produced an anfwer from the Doétor, 
in which he defends, by the method 
of calculation, the pofitions he had 
before maintained. Every well- 
wifher to his country would, how- 
ever, be glad to find this able and 
good man miftaken in a point fo in- 
terefting to the determination of the 
national profperity. The only way 
of proving his error, if he hath 
fallen into anerror, is to flew, by 
the fame method of calculation, that 
his conclufions will not hold good. 
This is the courfe taken by Mr, 
Wales, in his Enquiry into the prefent 
State of Population in England ; and 
the facts he hath recited are highly 
important, and deferve Dr. Price’s 
ferious confideration. Mr. Wales 
feems to promife a farther purfuit of 
the fubject, at which we cannot but 
rejoice; and we hope that it will be 
profecuted, till the queftion fhall be 
determined. 

Another political publication of 
much importance is the pamphlet 
called ‘* Faéts ;”? containing many 
weighty and alarming truths, which 
do not appear to have been either 
Wipe denied or greatly invalidat- 
ed. 

On Mr. Burke’s admirable and 
eloquent Speeches upon the civil lift 
bills, and at Briftol, there is no oc- 
cafion to make an encomium, as 
they are univerfally known. The 
compofitions of fuch an orator will 
be handed down to pofterity, among 
the claflic productions of our coun 
try. 
Sir William Howe’s Narrative, 
and the anfwer to it, have, likewife, 
excited no finall degree of attention. 
The antagonift of Sir William feems 
to have the advantage in certain 
refpects; and yet he writes with ar 
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ardor which has fo much the ap- 
pearance of perfonal diflike and ma- 
lignity, that we cannot help receiv- 
ing his affertions with hefitation and 
doubr. 

The Memorial to the fovereigns 
of Europe, afcribed to Governor 
Pownal, 1s a curious publication, in 
which there are many noble and li- 
beral fentiments, though fomewhat 
disfigured by the obfcurity and af 
feétation of the ftyle. 

There may probably have beet 
other valuable political traéts, print- 
ed during the year 1780, which have 
efcaped our obfervation. But we 
hope to be forgiven in not mention- 
ing them; as it is difficult for a li- 
terary man, who is not himfelf en- 
gaged in the altercations of the 
times, to mark every production of 
this kind which may be thought 
worthy of attention. 


On the head of critical and claf- 
fical literature, the public has not 
had the pleafure of teeing, as was 
expected, Dr. Johnfon’s remaining 
prefaces tothe Englifh poets. That 
fatisfaction is referved for the year 
to come. Onc of the chiet works 
relative to poetical criticifm, is Ma- 
lone’s Supplement to Shakfpeare, 
which hath furnifhed a feries of new 
notes onthe plays of that wonderful 
genius, not only by Mr. Malone 
himfelf, but by a number of his 
learned friends, whofe names do ho- 
nour to the collection. In the pre- 
face, there are, likewife, many cu- 
rious particulars concerning the an- 
‘cient ftate of the Englith flage, and 


our old aétors; not to mention feve- 
ral other communications, which 
will be no fmall gratification to the 
lovers of polite learning. 

A farther acceflion hath been 
made to dramatic knowledge and 
criticifm, by the fecond edition of 
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Mr. Dodfley’s feleé& colleétion of old 
plays. In this edition the plays are 
chronologically arranged, and fome 
that were formerly printed are dif. 
placed to make room for others which 
are thought more worthy of preferva- 
tion. A new preface is added, and 
a fupplement to Mr. Dodfley’s Pre- 
face; containing a concife, bute 
authentic and judicious hiftory of 
the ftage, from the Reftoration to 
the year 1776, when Mr. Garrick 
finally quitted the theatre, A full- 
¢r and more accurate account is 
given of the authors whofe plays are 
inferted: and, through the whole, 
critical and explanatory notes are fubs 
joined; in which the editor, whom 
we fuppofe to be Mr. Reed, hath 
fometimes been affifted by his inge- 
nious friends, and particularly by 
Mr. Steevens. 

From the Clarendon prefs hath 
proceeded this year a new, correct, 
and handfome edition, in Greek, 
ot <Ariffotelis de Poctica, with the 
Latin tranflation of Goulfton. The 
foundation of this edition, for which 
the literary world is indebted to 
Mr. Winftanley, fellow of Hert- 
ford College, Oxford, is laidin Mr. 
Upton’s, formerly printed at Cam- 
bridge. The prefent learned editor 
hath added the different leétions or 
four manufcripts in the Medicean 
library at Florence, a verbal index, 
his own obfervations upon Ariftotle’s 
text, and other emendations and 
improvements. 

There is no country which has 
been more enriched than our own, 
with beautiful tranflations of the 
fine writers of antiquity; and an 
excellent addition has lately been 
made to our treafure in this refpeé, 
by the publication of Francklin’s 
Lucian. To tranflate Lucian ty 
advantage, fo as to preferve the 
humour, wit, and fpirit of the ori- 


Oa ginal, 











[212] 
inal, is no mean attainment. This, 
eave, hath been accomplifhed 
by Dr. Francklin, in a manner 
that reflects fignal credit on his abili- 
ties, tafte, and judgment. 

Other tranflations have, alfo, ap- 
peared, in the — year, from 
the ancient clatiics. Four felect 
tragedies of Euripides, the Phenifz, 
Iphigenia in Aulis, the Troades, and 
Orefies, have been given in an Eng- 
lith drefs to the public by an ano- 
nymous author, who intends, if 
fufficiently encouraged, to profecute 
his defign. Ifthe able and learned 
writer could fometimes add greater 
fpirit to his poetical language, he 
would have a higher probability of 
fuccefs. A good tranilation of Eu- 
ripides is wanted to complete the 
Greek tragic poets. We rejoice 
to find that Mr. Potter, who has 
done fo much juttice to AXfchylus, 
has likewife undertaken Euripi- 
des, ! 

Twotranflations have been print- 
ed this year of Apollonius Rhodius’s 
Argonautics ; one by the late Mr, 
Fawkes, which, being left imper- 
fect, was completed by his editor ; 
and the other by Mr. Edward Bur- 
naby Green. Neither of thefe 
trantlations can be recommended as 
wholly tree from errors and faults ; 
but the man of truc tafte will give 
the preterence to the former. Mr. 
Fawkes, befides being faithful to 
his original, is, in general, elegant 
and poetical, without deviating from 
fimplicity. Mr. Green, by always 
aiming to be fplendid, frequently 
becomes obfcure, turgid, and at- 
fected. 

After the good tranflations which 
we have already had of Virgil’s 
Georgics, what could induce Mr. 
Mills to undertake a new verfion of 
them, we are not able to deter- 


mine. This attempt, we apprehend, 
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will not bring him any acceffion 
either of fame or profit, 

We cannot, perhaps, find a bet- 
ter place than the prefent, for tak- 
ing notice of Mr. Sheridan’s Rheto- 
rical Grammar, and Pronouncing 
Dictionary. The indefatigable at- 
tention of this ingenious and learned 
man, to the fubjeét of elocution, de- 
ferves great applaufe; and his ac- 
curate knowledge of it is amply dif- 
played in the publication before us, 
trom which both foreigners and the 
provincial ‘natives of our own coun- 
try may derive very confiderable 
advantage. 

Of the merit of Mr. Shaw’s Galic 
Dictionary we are not able to give 
an opion; but as the writer is a 
native of the* Orkneys, he is pro- 


bably mafter of his fubject, 


The poetical hiftory of this year 
fhines with peculiar luftre, on ac- 
count of the productions of Mr. 
Hayley, one of the fineft geniufes 
our country hath produced, and 
who promifes to be the Pope of the 
age, if not fomething fuperior. 
His epiftle to a friend on the death 
of John Thornton, Efq. is a beau- 
tiful inftance of his excellence in 
touching the tender and pathetic af- 
tections. His Effay on Hiftory is 
an admirable proot of his talent for 
adorning didactic poetry: and his 
Ode to Mr. Howard thews how emi- 
nently he can diftinguifh himfelt, 
without being obfcure and turgid, 
among the favourites of the lyric 
Mufe. What we farther admire in 
this author is the happy and virtuy 
ous choice of his fubjects. Nothing 
mean or trifling has hitherto come 
from his pen; nothing but what 1s 
noble and laudable in the defign, as 
well as in the execution. We hope 


that he will continue to puriue the 
fame exce.icnt courfe; and that he 


will 








will never be induced, by any con- 
fideration, to be infil gnificant, or too 
rapid in his publications. 

In Mils Seward, another female 
genius is now added to the elegant 
lift we already poffeifed. Her. Ele- 
gy on Captain Cooke breathes the 
fpirit of poetry, and is enriched 
with new images and defcriptions, 
drawn from the voyages of that 
eininent circumnavigator. 

Irwin’s Eaftern Eclogues, if not 
of the firft order with regard to ap- 
propriated imagery, have, however, 
a contiderable portion of poetical 
merit: and Mrs. Cowley’s Maid of 
Arragon, notwithftanding fome in- 
equality, cannot be denied the praife 
of genius. 

Mr. Anftey’s poem on Specula- 
tion, is a proof that he is tilt in- 
fpired with the mufe of wit and 
humour, 

With refpect to dramatical pro- 
ductions, they have been fo amply 
difcuffed, not only in feveral of the 
marazines, but alimoit in every 
news-paper, that we fhall coatent 
ourfelves with batcly mentioning 
them. Wedo not recollect that one 
traredy appeared in 17805 for Zo- 
raida was brought upon the ftage 
towards the clofe of 1779. This 
year has given birth, however, to 
three regular comedies; “ the 
Belle’s Stratagem,”’ “ the Chapter 
of Accidents,’’ and “the Generous 
Impoftor.”? The firft was by Mrs. 
Cowley, and the fecond by Mifs 
Lee. We cannot avoid obferving 
how much the ladies of England 
have diftinguifhed themfelves of late, 
by their poetical performances, and 
eipecially by their writings for the 
theatre. Mrs. Griffith’s comedy 


of “the Times,” had been repre- 
fented at the conclufion of the pre- 
ceding year. Another production, 
by atemale, was alfo performed in 
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1780, and that was “the Minia- 
ture Picture,”” a dramatic piece, in 
three acts. It hath univerfally been 
afcribed to Lady Craven. 

The chief dramatic harveft of 
the year hath been in mufical ope- 
ras, and entertainments, and in 
tarces and petit pieces. Of the’ 
former kind were Dibdin’s “ Shep- 
herdefs of the Alps,’ and “ If 
landers,’? Cumberland’s “ Widow 
of Adelphi,” Miles’s * Artifice,” 
Pillon’s ‘* Siege of Gibraltar,” 
Andrews’s “ Fire and Water,” and 
** the Lord of the Manor,”’ fuppof- 
ed to be written by General Bur 
goyne. Of the latter clafs were 
Colman’s “ Prelude,’? O’Hara’s 
“ Tom Thumb,” Pillon’s “ Hu. 
mours of an Election,” and the 
“ Excifeman.” The “ Genius of 
Nonfenfe” - was juftly called an 
“ Extravaganza,” as bibs & MIix-. 
ture of pantomime, dialogue, and 
fong. Part of it was unhappily em- 
ployed in ridiculing that moft impu- 
dent of all medical impoftors, Dr, 
Graham. | 


Under the head of mifcellaneous 
publications, particular notice is due 
to the ‘* Mirror,’’ a periodical pa- 

er, which was printed at Edin. 
Con in 1779 and 1780, and is 
now collected into three volumes. 
It is a valuable fupplement to the 
elegant and entertaining works of 
the like kind which this country 
hath produced, and deferves to be 
placed with them on the fame fhelf. 
The obfervations on life and cha- 
racters are acute; the abfurd man- 
ners and fafhions of the times are 
well expofed; and feveral of the pa- 
= are by no means deftitute of 
umour. 

The Hiftorical Anecdotes of the 
Baftile, and Mr. Coxe’s Account of 
the Prifons in Ruffia, Sweden, and 
03 Denmark, 
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Denmark, convey much curious and 
ufeful information on fubjects high- 
ly interefting to humanity. It was 
with difficulty and perfonal hazard, 
that the excellent Mr. Howard pro- 
cured and brought off a copy of the 
pamphlet, containing the defcription 
of the Battille. 

Dr, Watfon’s Charge, as Arch- 
deacon of Ely, sonal to public 
encouragement an important object, 
a full fearch into the literary trea- 
fures of the Eaft. Every friend to 
knowledge and learning, will with 
that the Doctor’s propofal may meet 
with attention and fupport. 

The Letters afcribed to the laf 
Lord Lyttelton, if not genuine, (as 
hath publicly been advertifed) dif- 
play an ability that ought not to 
have been employed in giving to 
fi€tion the garb of truth. 

The fame may be faid concern- 
ing “* Love and Madnefs,”’ a per- 
formance founded on the ftory of 
Hackman and Mifs Ray: and in 
which there is unaccountably intro- 
duced a very curious and interefting 
relation of the life of Chatterton. 

Mr. Tyers’s Political Conferences 
between feveral Great Men af the 
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laft and prefent century, pleafing! 
delineate the “Penang ~ a 
ners of the fpeakers, The notes 
contain a variety of anecdotes and 
hiftorical remarks. 

Thickneffe’s Valetudinarian’s Bath 
Guide, is a fingular mixture of fan- 
ciful, difputable, and ufeful matter ; 
and is interfperfed with ftrokes of 
vivacity, pleafantry, and fatire. 

With regard to the two pieces 
afcribed to Lady Craven, and which, 
as coming from a perfon of high 
rank and fafhion, have no doubt, 
been greatly celebrated in the polite 
world, we prefer the ftory of the 
German Baron to the ** Fafhionable 


Day,” 


When we were mentioning the 
books upon religious fubjects, we 
forgot to obferve, that feveral valu- 
able pamphlets have ben publifhed 
this year, in oppofition to the exe- 
crable bigotry of the people who 
ealled themfelves the Proteftant Af- 
fociation ; and in vindication of the 
act which relaxed the feverity of 
a law that was paffed in King Wil- 
liam’s reign, againft the Roman 
Catholics. 
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S fome knowledge of the more 
important publications which 
appear in foreign countries, as well 
as in our own, mutt be agreeable to 
our literary readers, we have ap- 
propriated one department of our 
work for that purpofe: and it affords 
us much pleafure to obferve, that 
even the din of arms, and the ra- 
vages of war, which now unhappily 
prevail, are not fufficient to pre- 
yent the production of works of ge- 


nius and learning in various parts 
of Europe. 

Monf. Dumont has juft publifhed, 
at Paris, in 8vo. Recherches Hifo- 
riques &S critiques fur Vadminifiration 
publique &S privée des Terres chex les 
Romains; depuis le commencement de 
la republique. jufyu? au fiécle de Fules 
Ce/ar: an Hittorical and critical In- 
quiry into the public and private 
Management of Lands among the 
Romans, trom the eee” 

0 
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of the Republic to the time of Julius 
Cefar. This work was fuggeited 
by a prize-queftion propofed by the 
French royal academy of inicrip- 
tions and belles lettres, who defired 
an inquiry into the ftate of agricul- 
ture among the Romans, from the 
beginning of the commonwealth to 
the age of Julius Cefar, relative to 
government,. manners, and trade, 
This performance was adjudged to 
have more merit than any other 
which was produced on the occafion, 
and therefore obtained the prize. 
The author has divided his work 
into three parts: in the firft, he 
treats of landed property, and the 
jaws, cuftoms, and fettlements re- 
lating to this fubject ; in the fecond, 
of the objects of rural economy 
among the Romans; and in the 
third, of the trade that was carried 
on with the produce of lands, and 
of the influence of agriculture on 
the manners of the Romans. 

In the earlier ages of the repub- 
lic, the agriculture of the Romans 
was very rude and imperfect: but 
when they had taken Veii, poflefled 
themielves of a greater extent of 
country, and became acquainted 
with more polifhed nations, they 
began to cultivate their lands with 
greater kill. From that time to the 
deftruction of Carthage, agriculture 
continued to improve and to profper 
in all its branches. But foon after 
that event, the produce of great 
part of the lands of Italy was facri- 
ficed to fancy, and converted into 
gardens and places of pleafure. 
The Roman government was then 
obliged to import corn from Egypt, 
Sicily, Africa, and Spain, in order 
to diltribute it at a low price. The 
culture of corn could then afford no 
adequate profits: the country peo- 
ple of Italy renounced it for that of 


wine, of olive-trees, and the pur- 


pofes of gardening; by which means 
all Italy became a kind of immenfe 
garden. Mr. Dumont, however, 
admits, that the agriculture of thofe 
ancient times was deftitute of a vari- 
ety of the methods, and of the inftru- 
ments, by which it has fince become 
both more eafy and more profitable ; 
and that it was much inferior to the 
modern agriculture, Of this, in- 
deed, there can be no doubt: and 
thofe who have perufed the inge- 
nious difcourfe on the modern im- 
provements in gardening, lately 
publifhed by Mr. Horace Walpole, 
can hardly avoid being convinced, 
that the ancient ac: were as 
much inferior to the modern, efpe- 
cially to thofe of England, as the 
ancient agriculture. Mr. Dumont’s 
work appears to be curious and en- 
tertaining, and to contain much in- 
formation on the fubject of which 
he has treated, 


M. De Laborde has publifhed at 
Paris, in four volumes, 4to. Effi 
fur la Mufique ancienne SS moderne: 
an Effay on ancient and modern 
Mufic. The author informs the 
public, that his work has been the 
refult of thirty years reading, and 
compiled from the extracts made 
from fome thoufands of volumes on 
the fubject of mufic, accompanied 
with his own refleétions on the nae 
ture, power, and branches of that 
delightful art. The introduction 
contains an interefting enquiry con- 
cerning the mufic of the ancients: 
and the author acknowledges, that 
they cultivated mufic with zeal and 
affiduity, that they confidered it as 
an object of great importance in the 
education of their children, who 
were taught to fing before they were 
taught to read, and that fome of 
their greateft men made mufic a 
ferious object of ftudy. But not- 
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withfanding this, he is perfuaded 
thar the ancients made very little 
progrefs in the fecience of found ; 
and that the accounts which are 
given of the extraordinary effects 
of their mulic, mutt be attributed 


more to the extreme fenfibiliry of 


the Grecks and Afiatics, to the 
livelinets of their pafions, their love 
of pleafure, and the warmth of their 

climate, than to the tranfcendent 
excellence of their art, or the great 
merit of their perfor: mers. 

Our author treats of mufic in ge- 
neral, its divifion, its antiquity, its 
origin, the ules to which it was firft 
applied, the flate of that art among 
the Jews, Chaldeans, and other 
oriental nations, as alfo among the 
Egypuans, Grecians, Romans, and 
Italians. He likewile treats of the 
dances, geftures, and public plays 
of the ancients; and gives an ac- 
count, accompanied with figures, of 


the mufical inttruments of the an- 


cients, divided into three claffes ; 
wind-inftruments, pulfatile, and 
ftringed. He gives a compendious 
hiftory of mulic from the Gauls 
down to the prefent time, and an 
account of the origin and progrefs 
of that art ameng the Chinefe, the 
Hungarians, the ”Perfians, Turks, 
and Arabi: ins and allo treats of the 
mufic of the Ruilians, the opera, 
the comic opera, the opera called 
by the French Bouffon, the fpiritual 
concert, the mulic of the modern 
Greeks, the founding-itones of Chi- 
nay the mufic of the Siamete, and 
lyric poetry and mufic of the Mor- 
lachians. 

At the end of the fecond volume 
of M. Laborde’s work 1s a collection 
of French fongs in tour parts, which 
are well iclected: and the laft vo- 
lume is fiiled with an alphabetical 
hiftory of the lyric poets of France, 
and ipecimens of their writing. Our 
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author has been charged, and ma. 
niteitly with juttice, with too great 
a partiality for the French mufic ; 
and he appears to have been quite 
unacquainted with the excellencics 
of the mufical compofers who have 

flourtihed in England. He has, 
hikewife, made too free with the 
works of other authors on this fub. 
ject, particularly Dr. Burney, trom 
whoie Prefent State of Mujic in Rimes 
and Italy, he has trantlated long 
paflages without any acknowledg- 
ment. But though thefe objections 
may juttly be made to M. de La- 
borde’s work, he mutt be allowed 
great merit for his diligence in a- 
mafiing materials; and his perform 
ance contains a great variety of ins 
{ftruction and entertainment. 


The Abbé Guence has lately 
communicated to the academy of 
infcriptions and _ belles wom at 
Paris, two Memoirs concerning the 
Fertility of Paleftine. Voltaire, and 
other infidel writers, having raifed 
difficulties and objections againtt the 
authority of the facred writers trom 
the pretended fterility of the land 
of Judea, it is the defign of thefe 
memoirs to fhew that fuch objections 
have no folid foundation. In the 
firft of them, the author proves, 
that from the captivity of Babylon 
to the war of Adrian, Judea was al- 
ways confidered as a rich and fertile 
country. The pofitive and multi- 
plied authorities of *he writers of 
that period, Jews, Greeks, and 
Romans, not only atteft, in general, 
the fertility of that country, but 
many of thefe writers, entering into 
a particular detail of circumftances, 
prove it from the nature of the cli- 
mate, the qualities of the foil, and 
the excellencies and variety of its 
productions. Thefe are confirmed 
by proofs of another kind, but which 


I are 


Ep rye 





oe aoe — 





PRG Sr ee Peeggae re 
7 











“we 


—- or ~— 





RI IE RI a 
- 


——— a 





FOREIGN LITERATURE. 


are of a very convincing nature, even 
thote refulting trom a great number 
of medals, ftruck under the reigns 
of the kings of Syria and Judea, 
and under the Romans, both by 
Jews and Pagans, and which all 
bear the fymbois of a rich fertility. 
To thele proots are added, a inulti- 
tude of tacts, recorded in the hiltory 
of the Jews, during this period; the 
efforts of the neighbouring kings to 
conquer their country; the long and 
bloody wars that the Jews carried 
on with vigour, and fometimes with 
fucceis, againit powerful princes 
and nations; the tribute and taxes 
they paid to the kings of Egypt 
and Syria, to the Romans, and to 
their own princes ; the magnificence 
of their iovereigns, and among o- 
thers, of Herod; the troops he ratf- 
ed and kept on foot; the temples, 
fortreffes, palaces, and cities, which 
he erected, and embellifhed, not only 
in his own country, but alfo in 
Syria, Afia Minor, and -even in 
Greece; the immenfe furs he la- 
vifhed among the Romans, the do- 
nations he made to his own people, 
and the vaft treafures which he lett 
behind him: ail thete circumiftances 
concur in proving the fertility and 
riches of Paleftine, during that pe- 
riod. 

In the fecond memoir, the Abbé 
Guencé confiders the ftate of Palef- 
tine as it was from the time of the 
emperor Adrian to the caliphate of 
Omar, which comprehends a period 
of four centuries. From fundry tacts 
he fhews, that it could not then have 
been the barren country which it 
has been reprefented by fome fcep- 
tical writers. He particularly men- 
tions the project formed by Adrian, 
of rebuilding and embellithing Jeru- 
falem, of forming it into a Roman 
colony, and giving it his own name; 
a project, of which he could never 
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have entertained a thought, if Jue 
dea, which he had feen and exa- 
mined with his own eyes, had ap- 
peared to him fuch a barren and 
wretched country, as it is faid to be 
by fome, who have neither feen 
that country, nor examined the 
matter with care and attention. 
Our author alfo produces a varicty 
of other facts to fhew that Judea, 
after all that it had fuffered from 
the detolations of war, both in an~ 
cient and later times, {till remained 
at the period in quettion terfle, 
rich, and populous. This is the 
idea which the writers of the time, 
Pagan and Chrittian, as well as 
Jewkb, have given of Palettine. 
Antoninus Martyr, a citizen of Pla- 
centia, who, in the fixth century 
travelled to Paleftine, and compofed 
an account of his voyage, which is 
ftill extant, fays, that the canton 
of Nazareth was not inferior to 
Egypt in corn and fruits; and that 
though the territory of that city was 
not very extenlive, it abounded in 
wine and oil, and excellent honey. 
The country about Jericho appeared 
to him {till more fertile. He faw 
mount Tabor, which he reprefencts 
as furrounded with cities: and he 
oblerved, in the neigbourhood of 
Jerulalem, vineyards, great planta- 
tions of fruit-trees, and, through 
the whole country, a confiderable 
number of hofpitals, monafteries, 
and beautiful edifices. Our learned 
Abbé, in concluding his work, ac- 
knowledges, that the opulence and 
fertility of Judea might begin to di- 
minifh towards the middle of the 
period treated of in his fecond me- 
moir: but he does not think that 
any argument can be drawn from 
hence, againft its having been, at 
the commencement of this period, 
in a flourifhing ftate; and much lefs 
can any proof be brought from 

hence, 
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hence, that in preceding periods, 
under the kings, or under the ad- 
miniftration of Mofes, the country 
of Paleftine was a barren and uncul- 
tivated diftrict. 


Dr. Walch has publifhed, in 8vo. 
at Gottingen, in the German lan- 
guage, A critical Inquiry into the Uje 
of the Holy Bible among the ancient 
Chriftians, during the firft four Cen- 
turies. The defign of this work is 
to refute an affertion fometimes 
made, that the laity among the an- 
cient Chriftians were forbidden to 
read the Bible. In oppofiition to 
this notion, Dr. Walch brings a 
wariety of evidence to prove, that 
the ancient teachers of Chriitianity 
declared the reading and ftudy of 
the Bible a general duty, the per- 
formance of which they required 


from lay perfons, and even from 


children: that they commended 
laymen on account of their dili- 
gence, and reproved them tor their 
neglect in this ftudy; and that they 
invited even Pagans to ftudy the 


Bible. 


It appears, from the Yournal des 
gavans for April, 1780, that pro- 
pofals had been publifhed the pre- 
ceding month at Lauzanne in Switz- 
erland, for printing a collection of 
pieces on the contiftency and uni- 
formity of the faith of the Catholic 
church on the dodirine of the Eucha- 
rif, in fix volumes, 4to. Should 
this work fucceed, it will aftord 
fome kind of evidence, that there 
is no inconfiderable degree of zeal 
jor the Ronufh religion ftill fubfifting 
in Europe. And if the work fhould 
be much read, as well as fubferibed 
tor, it Will be a ftriking evidence of 
Catholic patience, as well as of 
Catholic taith. 
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A very fingular literary difcovery 
has lately been made in Ruffia, and 
fuch as muft excite the attention and 
furprize of the learned world. Of 
the circumftances with which this 
difcovery was attended, the follow- 
ing relation is given. Some years 
fince Chriftian Frederic Matthai, 
who had been educated by the learn- 
ed Ernefti, and did credit to the 
inftructions of that celebrated ma- 
fter, by the great erudition that he 
difplayed, was invited to fettle at 
Mofcow, and to affift in a plan of 
literature, for which his abilities and 
acquifitions eminently qualified him. 
On his arrival at that city, he was 
informed, equally to his aftonifh- 
ment and fatisfaction, that a very 
copious treafure of Greek manu- 
{cripts was depotited in the library 
of the Holy fynod, which no per- 
fon in that country had either the 
abilities to make ule of, or the cu- 
riofity to examine. Struck with the 
relation of a circumftance fo unex- 
pected, and at the fame time fo pe- 
culiarly agreeable to his clailical 
tafte, he immediately feized the op- 
portunity that was fortunatly of- 
tered him, to explore this repotitory 
of hidden treafure. After having 
examined feveral curious books, he 
difcovered a manufcript copy of the 
works of Homer, written about the 
conclufion of the 14th century, but 
evidently a tranicript from a very 
ancient and moft valuable copy, 
which, befides the Jiad. and the 
Odyféy, contains alfo fixteen of the 
hymns, which have been long pub- 
lifhed under the name of Homer. 
Nor was this all, Twelve lines of 
a loft hymn to Bacchus, and the 
Hymn to Ceres, which was alfo loft, 
were preferved in this curious and 
long unnoticed manufcript. The 
Hymn to Ceres appears to be entire, 

excepting 
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excepting afew lines towards the 
clofe: and it is furely remarkable, 
that a Greek poem, attributed to 
Homer, which had been loft for 
ages, fhould be at length difcovered 
in Mufcovy, the rudett and mott 
unclaffical country in Europe. M. 
Matthzi, exulting in an acquifition 
fo unexpected, and at the fame time, 
fo valuable, communicated it, with 
fingular difintereftednefs, to his 
learned friend, M. Ruhnkenius, 
with whofe talents and extraordi- 
nary erudition he was well acquaint- 
ed, that this gentleman might pre- 
fent it to the world without thofe 
delays, which would probably have 
retarded the publication of it at 
Mofcow, He was rather induced 
to employ M. Ruhnkenius in the 
publication of this curious and beau- 
tiful remnant of antiquity, becaufe 
he knew that this gentleman had 
been particularly engaged in the 
ftudy of the hymns of Homer, in 
order to give the public a complete 
edition of them. 

The Hymn to Ceres, and the 
fragment of the hymn to Bacchus, 
have been printed the prefent year 
at Leyden, under the care of M. 
Ruhnkenius; who has added fome 
very valuable notes and obfervations 
on the Hymn to Ceres, which tend 
to illuftrate its beauties, and to 
throw a light on fome of its obfcu- 
ritics. The learned editor obferves, 
that nothing was more diftant from 
his expectations than the difcovery 
of this Hymn to Ceres. He knew, 
indeed, that a poem, bearing that 
title, and afcribed to Homer, ex- 
ifted in the fecond century; but as 
it had long been confidered as irre- 
trievably loft, he had formed no 
hopes of ever feeing it refcued from 
the obfcurity to which it had been 
configned. He acknowledges, that 
he has many doubts with refpect to 


the high and illuftrious origin a- 
fcribed to this hymn: but as no poe 
fitive external evidence can be pro 
duced to determine the point, he 
chufes to reft his argument on what 
appears to him the more certain 
ground of internal proof: and ob- 
ferves, that though the m be 
exquifitely beautiful, yet that it is 
evidently deficient in fome of 
Homer’s more ftriking and predoe 
minant characteriftics. It wants his 
energy and fpirit; that vigour, that 
infpiration, which animate and give 
an irrefiftible power, as well as an 
enchanting beauty, to the poems of 
that fublime and inimitable bard. 
This opinion hath been given by 
other critics of all the hymns of 
Homer. An ancient Greek writer 
aflerts pofitively, that nothing is to 
be efteemed as the genuine produc- 
tion of Homer, but his Thad and 
Odyffey: and as for the hymns, and 
other things which bear his name, 
they are to be regarded as {purious; 
for, fays he, they are deftitute of 
force, and not confiftent with na- 
ture. But though M. Ruhnkenius 
is not inclined to attribute the hymn 
to Ceres to Homer, he yet acknow- 
ledges that the ftructure of its lan- 
guage is founded on the model of 
that great poet, and he hefitates not 
to give it the honour of very high 
antiquity. He is of opinion that 
it was written immediately after 
Homer; or at leaft in the age of 
Hefiod: and he congratulates the 
age on the difcovery of fo curious a 
oem; refcued by mere accident 
f rom the darkeft retreats of oblivion ; 
and, perhaps, but ac a flight di- 
ftance trom inevitable perdition. He 
deems it to be. an acquifition, nc¢ 
only calculated to gratify the cu- 
riofity of the connoiffeurs in claffic 
antiquity, or to entertain thofe loveis 
of Greek poctry whofe fudies arc 


made 
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made fubfervient to a refined and 
eleyant fpecies of amnfement, but 
he alfo efteems it to be of particular 
ufe to the critic, as it tends to illul- 
trate fume obicure patfages both in 
the Greek and Latin poets. 


Mr. George Gezelius has pub- 
lifhed at Stockholm, in the Swedifh 
language, in 8vo. the firtt volume 
of An Eefay towards a Biographical 
Dicionary of celebrated and larned 
Scvedes, It is to be comprized in 
three volumes. It will contain ac- 
counts of a great number of eminent 
Swedith ftatefmen, military com- 
manders, learned men, artifts, and 
patriots, who have tlourithed trom 
the reign of Guftavus I. or the year 
1521, to the beginning of the reign 
of Guftavus IIL. or the year 1771. 
From this work it appears, that 
mathematics, philofophy, natural 
hiftory, poetry, and politics, have 
been the favourite ftudies and pur- 
fuits of the Swedifh literati. Our 
author feems fomewhat addicted to 
a fault with which biographical 
writers have not unfrequently been 
charged, a difpofition to fpeak too 
favourably, and to be rather partial, 
in fome of the accounts of the per- 
fons whofe lives he has undertaken 
to relaie. 


M. de la Harpe, member of the 
French academy, has publifhed at 
Paris, in twenty-one volumes, 8vo, 
Abregd de I Hiftoire des Voyages, &c. 
i. ec. An Abridgment of the general 
Hiftory of Voyages, containing 
whatever is remarkable, ufeful, agd 
well authenticated, in the accounts 
of the different countries that have 
been vifited by travellers, the man- 
ners of the inhabitants, their re- 
ligion and cuftoms, their arts and 
ferences, their commerce and manu- 
faétures. The compiler has divided 
the work into tour parts. The three 


firft contain the voyages to Africa 
Atia and America; and the laft, 
thofe that have been made towards 
the poles, including thofe of our late 
celebrated and much lamented nae 
vigator, Captain Cooke. This isa 
very elegant, inflructive, and enter. 
taining publication: it is enriched 
with a number of plates, weil ex. 
ecuted, reprefenting the manners, 
cuftoms, drefs, and ceremonies of 
the different nations of the world; 
and the work is concluded by an exe 
cellent Atlas, which contuins fe. 
venty-three maps of the countries 
defcribed. 


The ninth volume has been pub- 
lithed, this year at Paris, in gto, 
of Memoires de Mathematique et de 
Phyjmjue, &. 1. €. Memoirs, rela- 
tive to Mathematics and Natural 
Philofophy, prefeuted to the royal 
academy of fciences by learned to- 
reigners. This volume contains 33 
memoirs, among which is a very 
valuable one by Monf. Coulomb, 
who, by a moft interetting feries of 
obfervations and experiments, has 
opened new points of view with re- 
fpect to the cauies of the phenome- 
na of the loadftone, explained the 
principie of the diurnal variations of 
the magnetic needle, and indicated 
the means of greatly improving the 
maruier’s compafs. 


The firft volume, in folio, of a 
Defcription of principal Gems in 
the Cabinet of the Duke of Orleans, 
has been publithed at Paris, It is 
a moft fplendid publication, and 
highly valuable for the information 
that it contains concerning the fub- 


ject of the fine arts during the pe- 


riod of their higheft cultivation in 
ancient Greece. The prefent vo- 
lume contains ninety-five plates, de- 
fiened and engraved after the ancient 

models, 
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models, with much tafte and accu- 
racy, by Mont. De St. Aubin, one 
of the moft eminent French artitts. 
The deicription is given by the 
Abbés de la Chan, and Le Blond, 
aiiifted by the learned and ingenious 
Abbé Arnaud. 


“s 


Mr. John Chriftian Fabricius has 
publithed at Hamburgh, in 8vo. in 
the German language, an account 
of a tour made by him through Nor- 
way, with obfervations relating to 
natural hiftory and rural @conomy. 
The diary of our author’ s journey 
is drawn up in the tafte of Linnzus, 
whoie ditciple he formerly was. 

* Belides deferibing fuch fubjects: of 
natural hittorv as occurred during 
his journey, he has alfo given a 
concite account of the prefent ftate 
of trade and profetlions of Norway. 
it appears, that the trade of the 

f Norwegians in iron is chiefly confined 

to the Danith dominions: the reafon 
of which is, that the decreafe of 

— the finall number of people, 

nd the high prices of provifions, 
pre event them from felling their 
iron at fo cheap a rate as the "Swedes 
and Ruffians. The great diftances 
from the towns oblige the country 
people to make mot. of the necefla- 
ries wanted for themfelves. They 
have, therefore, very few trades 
and handicrafts people; and even 
chairs and flioes are often imported 
from Dantzick and Lubeck. There 
are not many nobility here; and 
natwishtending the poverty of the 

country, as the pealants enjoy a 
great degree of liberty, they are of 
confequence much happier than 
thofe in fome more cultivated coun- 
tries. 








Mr. Magellan, a gentleman well 
known to me learned world tor his 
ztai in piometung the interelts ol 





fcience, has publithed in gto. in 
the French language, a collection of 
feveral treaties on aftronomical in- 
ftruments, and others, relative to 
various branches of experimental 
philofophy. He appears to have 
compoted this work chiefly in con- 
fequence of his having undertaken 
to fuperintend the conitruction of 
five capital collections of aftrono- 
mical and philofophical inftruments, 
executed by the Englifh artifts for 
the court of P ortugal ; and foon af- 
terwards, of fix fimilar collections 
for the court of Spain. In thefe 
treatifes our author defcribes the va- 
rious inftruments in the moit parti- 
cular and fatisfactory manner, as 
conftru¢ied under his infpection, by 
the firit artitt in London: giving a 
particular account ot the various 
lnprovements they have lately re 
ceived, many of which they owe to 
himfelf. ‘Thefe deferiptions are il- 
luttrated. by coppe r-plates. Thefe 
collections of inttruments are Vie 
dently intended for the ufe of phi- 
lofophical expeditions, probably in 
South America; and the different 
initruments are accordingly difpofed 
in fuch a manner, in their refpective 
cafes, that one complete collection 
is diitributed into fax cafes, nearly 
of equal weight, fo as to be convee 
niently carried by three horfes. 


At Vienna has been publifhed, in 
4to. in the German language, An 
meres towards a political and natne 
val Hiflory of the Banat of Temefwar 
in Hungary, in a ferics of Ictters ade 
drefied to perfons of rank and learns 
ing. ‘This ts an accurate defcription 
of a remarkable country, which has 
hitherto been little known. Temee 
fwar feems to have been diflinét 
from fiungary, becaufe the coun- 
try was formerly governed by an 
iudependent king. Its inhabitants 


are 
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are not fuppofed to amount to more 
than 450,000, which are by no 
means adequate to the extent and 
natural richnefs of a country, which 
contains 443 geographical fquare 
miles, being equal to the grand 
duchy of Tufcany in fize, and, ac- 
cording to this account of it, not 
much inferior in point of fertility. 
There are many Gypfies, or Fara- 
ons, in this country, who {peak 
with ftrangers the Walachian lan. 
guage, but among themfelves an- 
other jargon, faid to be entirely di- 
ftinét trom all other languages hi- 
therto known. They refemble the 
ancient Kgyptians in their features, 
in their propentity to melancholy, 
and in many of their manners and 
cuftoms. ‘The author of this work 
affures us, from his own knowledge, 
that the lafcivious dances of LIiis, 
the worfhip of onions, many famous 
Egyptian fuperftitions, and even the 
Egyptian method of hatching eggs 
by means of dung, are {till in ufe 
among the female gypfies in Teme- 
fwar. He is, theretore, inclined to 
credit their own account of their 
Egyptian origin; and conjectures, 
that thefe people came with the 
Roman colonifts from Italy into this 
country, becaufe amongitthe Roman 
monuments difcovered in ‘Temeiwar, 
many Egyptian idols are found; and 
becaufe, under the reign of Auguttus, 
though the Egyptian priefts and im- 
pottors were perfecuted by the fe- 
nate, and expelled from the city, 
they were not entirely banifhed the 
empire. 


Monf. de Luc has printed in five 
volumes, Svo. at the Hague, Let- 
tres Phyfique et Morales, fur VP H:f/- 
toire de la Terre et de l’Homme, &c. 
i. c. Letters, philofophical and mo- 
ral, concerning the Hittory of the 
Earth and ot Man. They are ad- 


dreffed by the author, who is a fide 
tive of Switzerland, to the queen 
of Great Britain, to whom he has 
been appointed reader. This work 
is the refult of a long, laborious, 
and attentive ftudy of nature, car- 
ried on, with little interruption, 
during the fpace of thirty years; 
and it exhibits rational, extentive, 
and noble views, of the connexion 
of nature with its author, and with 
the moral and religious fyftem of 
the univerfe. M. De Luc contends, 
in the courfe of this work, that all 
the phenomena of our globe, as 
alfo the hiftory of man, concur to 
perfuade us, that by a fudden, though 
not a violent revolution, the fea 
changed its bed, that the continents, 
which are now inhabited, are the 
bed, which it formerly occupied, 
and that the number of ages which 
have elapfed, fince this great revo- 
lution, and fince the retreat of the 
waters of the ocean from the pre- 
fent continents, is not very great. 
It is from the records of nature, and 
not from thofe of hiftory, that he 
attempts to prove this: and as ar- 
guments have been drawn from the 
flow progrefs of the fciences, to 
prove the high antiquity of the hu- 
man race, he obviates this by a 
curious difcuflion of this interefting 
fubject ; in which he fhews, that 
the fciences, which depend upon 
genius, may have acquired their 
prefent degree of improvement in a 
{hort time, while thofe which de- 
pend on experience are yet in a very 
imperfect itate. Our author after- 
wards fhews the connexion fubiitt- 
ing between the great point of na- 
tural hiftory before mentioned, and 
the truth and authenticity of divine 
revelation, and particularly of the 
Mofaic hiftory, whofe principal 
lines are confirmed, and of whofe 
relations none are contradicted, by 


an 
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an attentive ftudy of our globe. 
This leads him into a feries of re- 
marks on the connection of the 
fciences with the felicity of man, 
and their infufficiency to promote it 
without religion, which alone can 
prefcribe a certain rule of conduét. 
He refutes the principles of Helve- 
tius concerning man and his educa- 
tion; and makes fome curious and 
interefting reflections on the founda- 
tion of morality. He alfo treats of 
the effects of agriculture, manufac- 
tures, commerce, fciences, and civil 
polity, contidered in their relation 
to the methods of bettering the ftate 
of the human fpecies. He fupports 
his opinien, that our continents are 
not of a very ancient date, by a va- 
riety of obfervations made in feveral 
voyages to Holland and Germany. 
But our author’s work contains too 
many particulars to be enumerated 
within our narrow limits: we fhall, 
therefore, only add, that M. De 
Luc’s performance will be extreme- 
ly acceptable to fincere inquirers 
after truth, that it affords the mott 
convincing evidence of the philofo- 

hical fagacity of the writer, that 
it abounds with fentiments of vir- 
tue, and of rational piety, and 1s 
calculated to promote fome of the 
moft important intereits of mane 


kind. 


The fifth and fixth numbers have 
been publifhed, this year, of that 
magniticent work Voyage Pictore/que 
de la Greece. The 44th plate con- 
tains a beautiful view of the city of 
Mitylene, and its northern harbour, 
of which the drawing was made by 
Count de Choifeul-Gouttier him- 
felf, the nobleman to whofe claf- 
fical tate the public are indebted 
for this elegant publication, The 
Count, in an early period of lite, 
felt an ardent defire to vilit Greece ; 
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he accordingly undertook the 
voyage, accompanied by fome in- 
genious artifts, and examined every 
{pot of that enchanting country, 

udied all the remains and monue 
ments of antiquity, and took draw- 
ings of them himfelf, or had them 
delineated under his eye. It is the 
feries of thefe drawings, with fome 
accounts of the places exhibited, 
that are prefented to the public in 
this work. The qsth plate exhi- 
bits a view of the harbour of Scio, 
or Chio, which is frequented by all 
the flips that go from Egypt to 
Conftantinople, and which is the 
handfomeft city of the Levant, 
The other plates in thefe two num- 
bers reprefent the women of Scio 


in their ufual drefs, — with 


different views in that ifland, in Sa- 
mos, Patmos, Cos, and Rhodes. 


Dr. Andreas Sparman has pub- 
lifhed at Stockholm, in the Swedith 
language, An Oration on the Increafe 
and Advantages accruing to the Sci- 
ences in general, and e/pecially to Na- 
tural Hiftory, from Voyages to the 
South Sea. He mentions feveral 
plants brought trom the South Sea, 
ft for medicinal ufes, which are 
capable of being transplanted and 
naturalized in the climate of Swe- 
den: he hopes that many more 
valuable plants may be procured by 
a more accurate and minute furvey 
of New Caledonia and New Hol- 
land ; and expatiates on the utility 
of fuch voyages tor the improve- 
ment of the ftudy of human ‘nature, 
of geography, aftronomy, general 
phytics, and navigation. 


A piece of the late celebrated M. 
noutleau has been publifhed, this 
year, under the title of Roxffeau 
Fuge de Fean Facques, &c. Roufleau 
the Judge of Jean Jacques. This 

work 
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work is compofed in the form of 
dialogue; and the prefent publica- 
tion is only the firit of three dia- 
logues that were left by the late 
author. The title of this dia- 
logue is, “ Of the Syftem and 
Conduct adopted by Adminiitra- 
tion towards Jean Jacques, with the 
Approbation of the Public.”” The 
dialogue is fupported by a French- 
man and Rouileau; and the fub- 
ject of their difcourfe is the moral 
and literary character of our au- 
thor, who. is contidered as a third 
perfon, under the name of Jean 
Jacques. He puts into the French- 
man’s mouth all the charges which 
he fuppofes the public to have 
alleged againft Jean Jacques, both 
as an author and as a man; and 
makes him aflign the fuppofed fe- 
cret fprings of their conduét to- 
wards him, as far as he can pene- 
trate into them. Roufleau, in an- 
{wer, defends Jean Jaques; and to 
account for the treatment which he 
has met with from the world, contftant- 
ly fuppofes that a league has vecn 
formed, the object of which is the 
debaiement and defamation of Jean 
Jacques. It is impoflible to perute 
this work without teeling much con- 
cern, that fo fine a writer as Roul- 
feau, a man who pofiefled fo excel- 
lent a heart, and fuch fublime fen- 
timents of virtue, fhould have been 
afflicted with fo diftrefling a fenfibi- 
lity, and that the happinefs of his 
life fhould have been fo much dif- 
turbed by ftrange imaginations. The 
fubjects of the two other dialogues 
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were, the temper of our author and 
his habits, and the genius of his 
writings. Butthe editor of this dia- 
logue informs us, that the two others 
were not put into his hands; fo that 
it feems doubrful whether they will 
be communicated to the public. 


M. Charles Jofeph Ratti, direc- 
tor of the Academy at Genoa, has 
publiihed, in folio, in Italian, “ A 
compendious Account of the Life of 
the late Chevalier Antony Raphael 
Mengs, firit Painter to his Catholic 
Majeity, and Member of the Aca- 
demies of Rome, Bologna, Flo- 
rence, Parma, and Genoa.” This 
eminent painter was born at Auf- 
fich, a little town in Bohemia, near 
the confines of Saxony, in 1728, 
His father, Iimael Mengs, was a 
Dane, a painter alfo of note, in mi- 
niature and enamel, and died, in 
1764, director of the Royal Acade- 
my at Drefden. He defigned his 
fon for his own profeffion trom his 
infancy; and young Mengs made 
fo rapid a progrefs, under the care 
and initruction of his father, that 
his reputation foon fpread through- 
out Europe. He died lately at 
Rome, and has not left behind him 
a hiltory-painter of equal celebrity 
in Italy, France, orGermany. He 
left among his papers, a Treatife 
concerning Painting, written in Ger- 
man, and a Lilt, in Italian, with 
remarks, of the pictures in the 
Efcurial ; which are both publifhed 
at the end of M, Ratti’s Account of 
his Life. 




















